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TEN DAYS

P. 

Revelation 2: 8–11; Daniel 1: 8–16; Genesis 24: 54–61 

Beloved brethren, you will notice that in all these passages there is a reference to ten days. I think it is an expression which should interest us. I do not wish to make too much of the numbers in Scripture, but they do have some meaning. The number ten is always connected with our responsibility and trial. This is the case in all these passages, where we have proving and testing. In the first scripture it is a question of sufferings and hardships. The assembly in Smyrna was a suffering assembly and I think it is an important feature of the assembly that it is a suffering vessel here on earth. She is called the Lamb’s wife and that directs our thoughts to suffering. The apostle Peter says, “Beloved, take not as strange the fire of persecution which has taken place amongst you for your trial”, 1 Peter 4: 12. This is something which we must reckon on. It is good to remind the young brethren that the path of faith is a narrow one and that it is accompanied by adversity and sorrow. This will not change, but the Lord can graciously ease the sufferings; but His wisdom may require that they be intensified. 

Thus we find this comfort here in this letter. The name Smyrna signifies sorrow, that is, the sorrow of persecution and suffering. A testing of ten days’ duration is here set before believers. It says, “Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison”. The devil is a very powerful creature but is at God’s disposal so that the saints upon this earth might be proved through him. His power has, however, always been limited and God sets bounds to his activities. Thus it is here. It has often been remarked that when it is a question of ten days it is neither nine nor eleven—

but ten. The length of time is exactly measured and allowed by God. These ten days may indeed extend to the whole of our lives, but these have an end. Even these sufferings here below have limitations and thus the brethren can be encouraged. “Fear nothing of what thou art about to suffer”, says the Lord. He speaks of Himself here as the First and the Last who became dead and lived again. The Lord Jesus does not speak as One who does not know conditions on the earth from His own experience. We have already referred today to the epistle to the Hebrews and what a wonderful encouragement it is to us to have a High Priest who is fully able to feel for us because He has passed through that which we encounter. He knows conditions on this earth since He has fully experienced them. Indeed there is no difficulty and no suffering from which He was spared; nothing was mitigated for Him. For us, much is mitigated, but not for Him. He drank the cup of suffering fully, and we must, as it says, “that ye should follow in his steps”, 1 Peter 2: 21. 

So I feel that here we find an encouragement. We must reckon upon meeting contrariety in our pathways, for it is nothing abnormal. We are not able to choose our own way. This way is set before us by God and if it is allowed to the devil to imprison some of us we cannot avoid it and must bear it. It does not necessarily mean literal imprisonment, though some have known this and will yet know it; we cannot exclude this for ourselves. But we all know something here below of being subject to limitations on account of the testimony. These we cannot help. If we desire to be true we must accept that we can alter nothing. But we find a wonderful encouragement: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life”. O, beloved brethren, that is something worth while! Dear young brethren, this is something worth while! Yes, it is worthwhile because the promises made to the overcomer are glorious and noble. May we take this to heart! May we be encouraged to be true in the face of all difficulties which we may at the present, or in the future, find. We cannot foresee things. We must be consciously dependent on the Lord and leave it all in His hands as to how He may lead us and what He may have in mind for the future. We do know, however, that His ways are ways of love and that the difficulties we pass through will have an end. His love has no end, His faithfulness has no end, but the sufferings will have an end. May we indeed be cheered and comforted. 

In the book of Daniel we find a situation similar, yet different. If the devil should bring upon someone of us imprisonment, difficulties or limitations we cannot alter it and must go through the ten days of trial. With Daniel it was somewhat different since there were none of those things but rather the opposite. Something was in this instance offered to the saints which was attractive and appeared very much to be desired—the delicate food and wine of the king. How many might have wished and even longed for his food and to drink his wine! 

Yes, many would have envied those saints. But we find that the young men would not pollute themselves. This is somewhat different from our first case in that this calls upon us to make our own decision. This is not something that we are obliged to accept and endure whether we like it or not, but it is a question of a ready refusal of that which the world may offer us. Is this not so today, beloved brethren? How much of the king’s meat is offered to us today! 

How much of the world’s food comes before us and are we determined in heart not to partake of it but be given just what is necessary to our lives here? How wonderful 

it is, as Paul wrote to Timothy, “But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these”, 1 Timothy 6: 8. Yes, the world can offer us much, but it wants us to be one with it. 

These young men knew well what that meant. They understood very well that the table of the king was a table of demons, every dish in those days was offered to demons. They knew quite well that it was contaminating and defiling for them and on no account would they have that. 

Oh, what a danger is here for us also, dear brethren! Do we have the same determination as these courageous young men so as to take on these ten days of proving? Are we prepared to face this test? It is a different one from the earlier case. There we are subjected to the test, but here we take it on ourselves. This requires daily self-judgment and communion with the Lord, that we seek His face each day so as to receive power from above and thus be true to the Lord. What a witness it was; how wonderful that the countenances of the young men were fairer and fatter in flesh than those of others who ate the king’s delicate food! 

Ah, do our countenances shine for joy although we do not partake of the king’s dainties? Are we happier and more radiant than persons who in this world have everything that its system can afford? This is the instruction of this passage for us today. Let us take on these ten days of testing and refinement so that we may appear in this connection also as having our countenances radiant for joy, although we take from this world and this earth nothing more than is absolutely necessary—yes, only pulse and water. Pulse, I believe, was the food that God originally appointed to man, and these young men really went back to the beginning. We can say that in type they abode in that which was from the beginning. How important it is for us to remain in that which was from the beginning. And that is best for us as saints and as of the assembly. Thus will our countenances shine through the whole of our ten days of testing. 

Yes, indeed, the ten days may last our lifetime. Our whole life here is a time of refinement and of testing here below. May we sustain this time of trial to His pleasure and glory! 

When we come to the last scripture we find yet another situation. Here it is a question of the help of the Spirit. So far we have not spoken of Him, but the Lord has given us the Holy Spirit so that we should find help in our pathways. And here we have the collective thought in Rebecca. There is here the thought of the assembly, and the servant, who typifies the Holy Spirit, hastens to depart at once to his master. He has reached an objective, he has fulfilled his mission, and indeed with the greatest results. And now he longs to appear before his master with the fruit of his journey. He will not stay, and Rebecca must go with him. So now again we have ten days. On the part of her relatives it is proposed that she remain some days longer, 

“say ten”. They said as it were, ‘Thou hast still time; remain awhile here; abide still some time in the relationships of nature—with thy husband thou wilt spend much time, so thou hast time to spare now. Fill up the little time that thou now hast—thy husband will have thee much longer and thou wilt live many days in his tent, but in these relationships no longer’. 

Yes, that is nature. And many beloved brethren yield to it. They say, ‘We shall have time for heavenly things after death, or when the Lord takes us to Himself, then we shall enjoy and fully realize everything’. This is certainly true in the sense that we shall then have the full and absolute enjoyment of heavenly things that we do not attain to here below. But Rebecca says, ‘No, I will go!’. And we should follow the call of the Spirit and answer to His strivings whose will is that we should even now taste and enjoy the wonderful relationship that we have with our heavenly Bridegroom. This is again something that tests us. Are we willing-hearted to find our all in the heavenly region? Is it our full joy to be in nearness to our beloved Lord? Does our happiness consist in this, that we can come into our Isaac’s tent to give Him joy? It says here, “And Isaac was comforted after the death of his mother”. Thus Rebecca was for his joy. Her life was no longer in natural relationships, but with him. Are we set for it that we should enjoy now our life with our Isaac? Do we find in heavenly things our chief joy—the mainstay of our life? Do we live in these heavenly relationships, or in nature? 

Ah yes, we must continually return to natural circumstances, for we are not yet taken out of them. We have our responsibility, but that is a different matter. The question is. Where is my heart’s joy and where do I find my rest? The question raised by our earlier reading was. 

Where is rest? Where was Rebecca’s rest? It was there in Isaac’s tent where Isaac’s heart was towards her. Oh, what a wonderful relationship! Do we know something of it? Not just head-knowledge, that is easy. It is easy to read about it and acknowledge the truth of it, but that is not all. We must maintain ourselves personally in this relationship. We must enjoy it all in actuality by the leading of the Spirit. We must in this respect be like-minded with the Spirit. 

Yes, Rebecca said, “I will go”. Why? Because the servant said first, “I will go to my master”. 

Thus, beloved young brethren, how many influences are around us which would readily detain us! 

Let us deny them and not give in to them. But here is another influence, the mighty influence of heaven, a divine Person who has taken the place of a Servant, the blessed Holy Spirit Himself, who says, as it were, ‘I will go to my Master and come thou with me!’ Oh, may we follow the voice of the Spirit; may we be subject to Him; may we refuse everything contrary but allow ourselves to be attracted to this wonderful Person whom the blessed Holy Spirit brings before us so that we find our rest and our all in His tent where He also will find His rest and delight in us. 

Beloved brethren, I have nothing more to say. May the Lord give us grace that these thoughts may bring forth fruits in our hearts which will be for the joy of divine Persons. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address in East Germany
22 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 2:8-11 (JND) [8] And to the angel of the assembly in Smyrna write: These things says the first and the last, who became dead, and lived: [9] I know thy tribulation and thy poverty; but thou art rich; and the railing of those who say that they themselves are Jews, and are not, but a synagogue of Satan. [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life. [11] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. He that overcomes shall in no wise be injured of the second death.

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Genesis 24:54-61 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies! [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away.

1 Peter 4:12 (JND) [12] Beloved, take not [as] strange the fire [of persecution] which has taken place amongst you for [your] trial, as if a strange thing was happening to you;

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

1 Timothy 6:8 (JND) [8] But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these.



REVIVAL

S. D. K. Roberts 

Isaiah 57: 15; Judges 15: 18, 19; 2 Kings 13: 20, 21 Genesis 45: 26–28 

These scriptures refer to reviving and certain conditions with us that would lead to reviving, that is reviving for our souls. We do, at times, grow weary of the way, and God knows that we need reviving, refreshment for our souls and spirits. In this first scripture we get a sense of the greatness of the One who will revive us, His interest in us. He would not have our spirits fail before Him. He wants us to be refreshed and a meeting like this is to refresh us, so that we leave it with our spirits revived, encouragement having come in. 

The first condition is that we have a contrite and humble spirit. Even a proud look is an abomination to the Lord (Proverbs 6: 16 A.V.). If we are lowly and humble, God takes account of that and says, I am going to revive that person, give him fresh stimulation and quicken him. So He says, “I dwell in the high and holy place, and with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit”—contrite means lowly, prepared to acknowledge that we do not deserve anything—“to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones”. So that not only do our spirits require reviving but our hearts. 

In connection with Samson, he expressed a felt need for reviving. “He was very thirsty”. The Lord knows how we are feeling and opens His hand and satisfies the desire of every living thing (Psalm 145: l6). He looks down and sees we are ‘living things’ spiritually and says, I am going to meet that desire. It says, “And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived”. There is not only the sense of felt need, but the Lord would direct us to the source of refreshment—the water, came from the cloven rock. The hymn we commenced with referred to ‘God’s shady, cool retreat’ (Hymn 271). You remember that after Marah Israel came to the place where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees (Exodus 15: 27). So first there is a felt need, then a direction to the source of supply—the Spirit consequent on the death of Christ. Wonderfully refreshing! “And he drank”; Samson availed himself of what was available to him. 

I wish to bring out in the passage in 2 Kings a further means of revival—the importance of reading the preceding ministries. I remember when I became extremely interested in Mr. Raven’s ministry. I found it easy to read and gripping. Reading ministry strengthens and revives the spirit. Spiritual ministry is from “The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh ... my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon my high places”, Psalm 18: 32, 33. 

You learn ‘why you are where you are’ and get stability. There was no evidence of life in this man until he touched the bones of Elisha but then “he revived, and stood upon his feet”. The more you read ministry the more you want to do so. This is not to displace the Scriptures, but ministry is to help us to understand and enjoy them. 

In Genesis 45 Jacob is very ‘down’. He had good reason for being so. We get ‘down’ at times and need reviving. He hears, typically, of Christ in glory, and sees in the waggons the means to reach Him. The means is the power of the Holy Spirit. “And the spirit of Jacob ... revived”; it is wonderfully reviving to move over in thought and spirit to where Christ is in His glory. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Croydon
19 July 1983




Scripture references

Isaiah 57:15 (JND) [15] For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy [place], and with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

Judges 15:18-19 (JND) [18] And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? [19] And God clave the hallow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.

2 Kings 13:20-21 (JND) [20] And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year. [21] And it came to pass as they were burying a man, that behold, they saw the band, and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha; and the man went [down], and touched the bones of Elisha, and he revived, and stood upon his feet.

Genesis 45:26-28 (JND) [26] And they told him, saying, Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he did not believe them. [27] And they spoke to him all the words of Joseph, which he had spoken to them. And he saw the waggons that Joseph had sent to carry him. And the spirit of Jacob their father revived. [28] And Israel said, It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die.

Proverbs 6:16 (JND) [16] These six [things] doth Jehovah hate, yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

Psalms 145 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of praise. Of David.} I will extol thee, my God, O King, and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. [2] Every day will I bless thee, and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. [3] Great is Jehovah, and exceedingly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. …

Exodus 15:27 (JND) [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

Psalms 18:32-33 (JND) [32] The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect, [33] Who maketh my feet like hinds' [feet], and setteth me upon my high places;

Genesis 45 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. …



THE VALUE OF TEACHING





T. E. Druckenmiller 

John 13: 13–15; Proverbs 4: 1–4 (to “taught me”); 6: 20–23 

One was impressed on Lord’s day with this word in John 13, “Ye call me the Teacher and the Lord, 

and ye say well, for I am so”. There are several in the gospels who spoke to the Lord like that; I am specially thinking of Mary at the end of this gospel, she called the Lord Rabboni or Teacher (see John 20: 16), and one has been thinking a little of the need for teaching, the need for instruction and teaching that would help us to be maintained in the divine way; it is especially needed, I would think, in difficult days. Our brother has alluded to ministry that has gone before over the history of the recovery, and beloved Mr. Raven was a teacher, he was also what Scripture speaks of as a teaching priest (see 2 Chronicles 15: 3). How we need the priestly side among us and I think it is linked with this thought of refreshment and reviving that our brother has alluded to, and if we would take on the example of Jesus Himself we would refresh one another and we would help one another. One feels greatly the need to help one another at the present time. We live in localities, some are small like this one, others maybe have more numerically, and we are tested as to our relations with one another, and whether we can affectionately keep near to each other with a view to providing refreshment and this feature of reviving. 

I am sure what our brother has touched on is a very needful matter, that even in the midst of a revival there is need for revival. You take the great revivals of Scripture; I suppose Josiah’s was one of the greatest. He was a man who valued the teaching of David, and you can see how a right appreciation of what was of God in the past history was used of God for the revival of the work of God in Israel, and there is a need at the present time for the revival of the work of God in Israel, the Israel of God. I feel that, and yet one can see that the power for it and the strength for it lie in the availability of the individual to the Lord as the Teacher, and to the Holy Spirit as the 

Teacher. The Lord spoke of the Spirit not only as the Comforter but the One who would 

“teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you” (see John 14: 26), and the more we think of that verse the more we realize how much the Lord has been saying in the ministry. It is the way the Lord is communicating to the saints; there is the teaching, and may we avail ourselves of it. One thinks of it in connection with Solomon’s references not only to the father but also the mother. There is teaching available from both the father and the mother. That would show the import and value of the masculine side among the saints and also of the feminine side. These are elements, I believe, which we need to take on in our own links with the Lord so as to fill out rightly our place in the testimony. 

So Solomon is speaking of how he himself was a son unto his father “tender and an only one in the sight of my mother”, and then it says, “And he taught me”. You think of that! First he says, “Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father”. I think he was himself now in the father’s place, but then he says, “For I was a son unto my father”, so Solomon had a right to take the father’s place because he filled out rightly the son’s place, and I think young ones will learn that as they grow up—if they fill out the son’s place, they will soon grow to fill out the father’s place. You can see it through Scripture; you take a dear man like Timothy, a son to Paul, then I am sure he filled out his place as a father; Paul says, “not many fathers”; he would encourage young and old to seek to develop in accord with the divine mind, and the way to it is by valuing the instruction of a father. 

So I think the reference to the ministry tonight is of tremendous value to us; God has been in the ministries of the recovery of the truth, and 

the more we see how God has been in them, the more we will be helped by the Spirit of God to fill out what our brother alluded to, which is a distinctive point in Mr. Raven’s teaching, that is, to know where we are and why we are there. It is striking to me that that very phrase was going through my mind today; it shows how the Lord works in very precious ways to revive a thought or two among us. So we should encourage one another to be exercised to enter into the living and abiding word of God and to be taught by it. 

Then there is the further thought of the teaching of the mother; that is a very precious word, 

“My son, observe thy father’s commandment”—see how he couples the father and mother together “and forsake not the teaching of thy mother”. Then he says a very important word, 

“bind them continually upon thy heart”. I believe it is like the way the Lord takes to impress a thought upon us so that it is retained in our affections. What it means is that you need to lead the Scriptures daily, a little here and a little there, you get a touch and it becomes formative in the heart; it says, “bind them continually upon thy heart”. How very precious the word of God is; you read it, and it forms something inwardly in your soul, and as we do that we find that on Lord’s day morning we have a touch for the service of God. Then, “tie them about thy neck: when thou walkest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee”. 

Oh it is a precious line of things! Solomon must have rejoiced as he wrote these precious Proverbs. I can see that he as a father would write about what a father should do, how he should first be a son; he would just feel that the way he was linked with David his father was in joy. I believe our young people, if they can just enjoy 

the precious meetings, these gatherings together, whether few or many can be present, would just have a sense of the preciousness of being in touch with what is proceeding for God. We would find how it strengthens us and how it revives us, and how it would protect us. You see, it says, “when thou walkest, it shall lead thee”; there is protection in that—“when thou sleepest”—think of it—“it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee”. It is almost like a night season; you sleep, then later you wake up, and it says, “it shall talk with thee”. How near the Lord is; He is near to us, and the Spirit, how preciously near He is to us, so that we may be taught. 

Then the result of teaching is the preciousness of what we had in John, that our relations with one another are flowing in happy harmony in view of the saints being succoured and the conditions in our localities improved for the glory of God. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Croydon
19 July 1983 

 


Scripture references

John 13:13-15 (JND) [13] Ye call me the Teacher and the Lord, and ye say well, for I am [so]. [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet; [15] for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also.

Proverbs 4:1-4 (JND) [1] Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know intelligence; [2] for I give you good doctrine: forsake ye not my law. [3] For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. [4] And he taught me, and said unto me, Let thy heart retain my words; keep my commandments and live.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

2 Chronicles 15:3 (JND) [3] Now for a long while Israel [was] without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and without law;

John 14:26 (JND) [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.



THE GLORY OF WHAT DESCENDS

P. Martin 

Matthew 23: 8–12; Acts 9: 22–25; Revelation 21: 1–6 (to “end”) I trust the Lord may help, dear brethren, to draw attention to the glory of what descends. Man as such is always striving to ascend, to promote himself. But there is a glory, a distinctive glory, in what is descending. Our brother Mr. P. H. Hardwick’s ministry, as to ‘The Glory of Descending Love’ comes to mind. What a glory it has! When man seeks to 

ascend, his movements are largely because of dissatisfaction, and even the most ambitious of men, having had often a good spell of riding at the height, eventually are brought down. It is a natural principle that what goes up must come down; it is equally a principle with God that what goes down will go up. 

I read firstly in Matthew because each of us is brought into a passage like this. There is much that comes into the chapter, and much that comes into the verses that we have read, but it was particularly in mind in verse 12 that, “whoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled, and whoever shall humble himself shall be exalted”. We cannot, as reading a verse like that, but think, of Jesus, of whom it says that He “humbled himself”—“and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him”, Philippians 2: 8, 9. Beloved, let us ponder for a moment the One who could humble Himself. He “did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”, Philippians 2: 6. Think of the greatness of the Person who was there, and yet He was found in figure as a man; He came into the condition of manhood and as coming into the condition of manhood glorified it as He humbled Himself. He gave a character to it in His downward steps which had never been seen in man naturally, a character which was not because of anything which was found in Him that needed to go down; but because it was morally glorious, to God He went down, He humbled Himself. Think of where that path of humiliation led Him, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Beloved, what was wrought out in those moments when Jesus was, we might say, at the very lowest point in His downward pathway; what was wrought out there for God; a whole universe was secured in one Man who went down. What an answer! 

The Lord is not exactly speaking of that here in Matthew, but, beloved, we could never think of one humbling himself without thinking of Jesus. The Lord here is speaking to the crowds and to His disciples, and by extension He is speaking to us, that in the circle in which divine truth is being wrought out there might never be the feature of ambition and self-exaltation. 

How close home I find these things come; ambition in the things of God is folly to God. It is right to want to make progress in the things of God, but if it is to bring attention to self, to mark out a place for self amongst the brethren, it is folly to God. God has wrought out His purposes in One who has gone down. Naturally (I find it in myself) we like to have some reputation, even amongst the saints. But Jesus made Himself of no reputation. Oh what a glorious Man! He was here amongst men not drawing attention to any outward fame; He moved here in lowliness, but there was in that lowliness what was, and always will be, seen before the eye of God in all its perfection. Think of what is before the eye of God now of the pathway of Jesus in humiliation. God loved that path; it was not terminated in that sense; His life was laid down, .but the life of Jesus is still before God. I could say simply that God loves the pathway of a man who is going down. 

It is not natural to us to descend, but it is essential if there is to be moral power in testimony and response Godward. It says here, “Be not ye called Rabbi ... call not anyone your father ... 

Neither be called instructors”—it is so easy to seek a place amongst the people of God. The Lord has used men who were prepared to go out of sight themselves that Christ might be in expression. Think of a man like Mr. Darby who served amongst the 

brethren as perhaps no one else has served in the recovery. What labours his were, but he did not draw attention to himself. We have all heard of incidents in the life of that beloved man that only brought out that he was prepared to go out of sight that the testimony of God might be carried through in power. Beloved, am I? Maybe at times in my local company I am so obsessed with being recognized that the whole thought of the testimony is lost for the moment. Beloved, do these things come near to us? I believe they do; let us be honest. I believe the Lord would have to say to any of us if there is a spirit of ambition at all marking us. I say it in humility I trust, and I say it, beloved, as conscious that the Lord will test me as to it, because unless we take up any service before the Lord with the consciousness of being tested by it, we are hardly serving Him rightly. We need first of all to let the moral edge of the word come home to ourselves, if any of us are seeking to bring anything before the brethren. There will not be power in anything I say unless I am before God that the edge of it may be received in my own soul. 

Beloved, let us just search our own hearts lest there be any root of ambition, any desire to make something of self, because it will be at the expense of Christ. Oh that we might be prepared to go completely out of sight that Christ might be seen in the local company. So many things come up, and we find the tendency is to insist on what I think, but all the time the Person of Christ is receding from the view of the brethren; how solemn that is! If it is a question of standing for the truth, it must be stood for at all costs, there is no doubt about that; but, you know, many things come up which are not a question of standing for the truth, and often lying behind them is what is personal. There are many exercises among us at the moment, and whilst I am not referring to any 

specifically, yet quite often personal feeling lies at the bottom of them. Let us be on our guard lest any root of bitterness springing up devour any one of you (see Hebrews 12: 15). And why are there personal issues, why do they arise? Because I have not known what it is to humble myself. Dear brethren, these things are solemn, and we should be sobered in the presence of them. As I say, when it is a question of the truth it is a different matter, and the truth must be stood for. If we do not stand for the truth we shall not enjoy the presence of the Lord. These things are clear. But how do I stand for the truth? Do I humble myself? You know, I can afford to become nothing in the estimation of the brethren so long as Christ and the truth become everything. “And whoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled”—beloved, let us be careful. 

I would appeal to those of us who are younger—and we are thankful to hear of younger persons being taken up in service in the preaching—beloved, commit yourself to the work of the Lord and when you have done your service get out of sight into the presence of God. The brethren would seek to encourage you; we know what it is like; and often encouragement goes beyond encouragement; it oftentimes becomes flattery. When you have done your service get out of sight into the presence of the Lord. Let your service stand, let your work stand, but you go out of sight; it is essential if there is to be developed among us what is proper to the things of God. Let us not exalt ourselves; in anything we do let it not leave an impression of self upon the spirits of the brethren. It could be what I say, it could even be the fact that I do not say anything, but let it not leave an impression of self upon the spirits of the brethren; if it does, the Lord will have to say to it. Let us be on the line of going down; there is a glory in going down. We have got 

nothing personally to stand for, every right has been forfeited, it has gone in the death of Christ; we have got nothing to stand for. We have all been baptised by one Spirit into one body. How important it is to lay hold of that, that everything that, marks me personally according to one order is to go out of sight, but through baptism in the power of one Spirit into one body even the spiritual personality is to blend with the work of God that is local and universal for God’s pleasure. 

No person, beloved, is to be unduly prominent in the things of God; Christ, and Christ alone, is to be exalted. A word in ministry may be in right words, it may be doctrinally correct, but if it has not the effect of leaving the soul with Christ, it would be questionable whether, it was of Him. Well, I leave that word, “And whoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled, and whoever shall humble himself shall be exalted”. Let us go down. Let us go down at the feet of Christ; as feeding upon Him we shall go down because He is the Man who went down. Let us go down at His feet in the simple recognition of His authority. If I am not humbling myself it is because I do not recognize the authority of the Man in whom all authority is vested; but let me go down in the presence of Christ. 

When we come to Acts it is the brethren that let Paul down. That is a valuable service. We speak of service, dear brethren, this is a valuable one—the brethren let him down. How thankful we are for men who have let us down over the past years; they did not damage us; they did not drop Paul, but in love they let him down. It was not because anything had taken place that needed adjusting, the Lord was still working with Paul, but the brethren in love let him down. O, beloved, thank God for your local brethren, thank God for 

your local brethren who let you down. I can say that with a certain sincerity having known what it is not to have local brethren outside of my own household, but when you have them you are thankful for them. One of the greatest services they can render is to let you down. Is there a brother as to whom perhaps the Lord in His grace, if I have gone down myself, might say to me. Just get alongside that brother and let him down for his salvation, that he might be saved for the testimony? I would appeal to each one of us. Have I the grace, as having gone down, and still going down, to save my brother who perhaps at this moment might just need letting down? One of the greatest dangers in the warfare, of the kings was with persons who had armour-bearers. I say that carefully; never take up the armour of somebody else. Do not be an armour-bearer; the greatest service you can do is to let a dear brother down—do not drop him, he is valuable, the brother for whom Christ died. 

You may say, ‘He needs adjusting; I have rebuked him to the face’. That may be so, but can you let him down? You cannot do it unless you have been down yourself. I will not be able to help my brother unless I have been down myself—let us go down that there might be conditions where Christ in His supremacy may be known. We are reading at a point here where the glory of Christ was coming into expression in local companies. How wonderful that was; what a triumph that the man who had persecuted the assemblies of God was now being used to preach that Jesus was the Son of God—what a triumph; and the assemblies 

“had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9: 31). 

One thing that is needed, beloved young persons, is to visit the saints, to visit the elderly. It is good to have young company; I am not saying 

anything against that; but make a habit of visiting the elderly. There are a lot of them, and many of them have gone through assembly crises, have seen things happen that you and I may never see happen. Make a habit, a custom, of visiting the elderly. You will find it will yield great rewards, and, among other things, older persons, when you are in their company on your own, are able to draw alongside of you, to open up the way of God maybe, as some did to Apollos in Acts, they unfolded the way of God more exactly (see Acts 18: 26). It may be they will be able just to provide something for your own soul by way of the appreciation and enjoyment of divine things. You will find yourself surprised by what pleasure you can get by visiting older persons in fellowship. 

When we come to Revelation God’s masterpiece is coming down. That is a triumph. It is what has been wrought out here in suffering, what has been wrought out through the work of Christ, what is wrought out through the indwelling of the Spirit, we might say it is the culmination of every thought of God secured in His tabernacling in the assembly, but it is coming down. Is it too great to come down? It is so great that it must come down; it is coming down from. God. It is the answer to the Man who came down in humiliation, the answer is this vessel that is coming down in glory. O, beloved, let us get a view of what the assembly is in her glory for God; what a vessel she is, coming down. It says firstly that there was a new heaven and a new earth, a whole scene of new creation. It needs new creation finally to display what God has wrought for His satisfaction, but John says, “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God”. He is not told to look; later in the chapter he is told, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife” 

(Revelation 21: 9). In the millennial aspect John is told to behold it, but in the 

eternal day, when the fulness of what God has wrought is being brought out, you might say for God’s satisfaction, there is no need for John to be told to look at it; it is there in its glory. 

“I saw the holy city”—what a city! It is not like the cities of this world; they are not our cities; we have our local companies, but as to men’s cities, death and corruption is in them on every hand. In this city there is no death or corruption, it is glorious throughout. 

What a vessel it is, coming down prepared, she is prepared as a bride. What love lies behind the preparation of a bride. We know what it is like, we see it at these marriage meetings, the love of a bride for the bridegroom. Here she is prepared out of affection for Christ, prepared as a bride for her husband. O, beloved, she is not the bride here, she is the city, but what marks her here is that character, that she is prepared as if she was a bride; preparation has gone on, but lying behind that preparation is love for Christ. Beloved, if we are to have our part in what is for God’s present enjoyment in the assembly, it must involve formation in love for Christ. That is a commodity needed among us perhaps more than anything, love for Christ. Any who serve in the glad tidings should labour that love for Christ might be stimulated; it is needed tremendously among us. If there is to be anything formed substantially, as there is in this vessel, for God’s eternal delight, it is formed because there has been love for Christ. The Spirit’s preparation has been in it too, we have touched a little on that already today, the preparation that the Spirit would bring about in order that there might be what is complete and perfect. There is nothing needing adjustment in this vessel, nothing to be altered, it is a city which is complete. 

It has an administration; it is not administering in relation to evil; even in the assembly’s administration in the millennium there may be the touch of what is administered in relation to right and wrong, but, you know, it is not so in this city, evil is not there. The administration is the administration of divine love where man can dwell before God, God tabernacling with men. What an administration that is where everything is entirely according to God’s pleasure. Beloved, I believe the Lord would have us to enjoy in our settled relationships with Himself a sphere, could I speak carefully, which goes beyond administration in relation to right and wrong, that we might be settled in divine love in the enjoyment of what it has secured for itself. The work of the Spirit in the believer is such that it is securing such an atmosphere in the soul of the saint that he is not always to be striving in relation to right or wrong, but settled in relation to what is for God’s satisfaction, and that comes out in the administration in the day yet to come. What a glorious answer it is, but it is coming down. 

O, beloved, let us get a sense of it. You might say, ‘If I go down I might lose ground’. It is the greatest moral triumph that God has secured in man. One Man came down, and God has secured through the coming down of that Man a city, think of the extent of it, composed of persons, which will come down out of heaven from God. The assembly belongs to God in that sense, and comes down out of heaven from God. There will not be anything comprising that city which is not in keeping with the presence of God Himself. May we be in exercise as we leave these occasions that, something of the holiness of God may be before us. Beloved, it will be there in that city; it will not be there for the repelling of evil, but it will be there as affording conditions entirely suited to His love; and it is to be present in each local 

assembly that we might enter into the enjoyment of divine love for His praise and glory. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Barnet
25 June 1983

 


Scripture references

Matthew 23:8-12 (JND) [8] But *ye*, be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your instructor, and all *ye* are brethren. [9] And call not [any one] your father upon the earth; for one is your Father, he who is in the heavens. [10] Neither be called instructors, for one is your instructor, the Christ. [11] But the greatest of you shall be your servant. [12] And whoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled, and whoever shall humble himself shall be exalted.

Acts 9:22-25 (JND) [22] But Saul increased the more in power, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this is the Christ. [23] Now when many days were fulfilled, the Jews consulted together to kill him. [24] But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched also the gates both day and night, that they might kill him; [25] but the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket.

Revelation 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful. [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Philippians 2:8-9 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Philippians 2:6 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God;

Hebrews 12:15 (JND) [15] watching lest [there be] any one who lacks the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble [you], and many be defiled by it;

Acts 9:31 (JND) [31] The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.



MUSINGS

DIVINE ARRANGEMENT We were recently given a floral arrangement. The elements in it are very simple dried grasses, leaves, and the like—but the combined effect is beautiful. Now if I were to begin changing that arrangement around, or take it to pieces and try out my own ideas, the result would be disastrous. All the skilful placing, blending, and balance would be lost. 

It is a simple reminder of the divine skill with which the saints are put together: “God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased him”, 1 Corinthians 12: 18. You and I have been set where we are in divine wisdom. (Some, indeed, are set in solitude, but their place in the body is very real). May we respect this wise ordering. Let us earnestly seek to work together, making the very most of our God-given brethren and valuing His work in them, for He has chosen the company in which we are. “Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. For the Christ also did not please himself”, Romans 15: 2. Let us remember that we are set together not only for our blessing and cheer, but for His own joy and pleasure. He delights to see brethren dwelling together in unity, and He views His own work in its great variety, yet harmony, as the saints blend together. There He commands His blessing, according to Psalm 133. 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12:18 (JND) [18] But now God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased [him].

Romans 15:2 (JND) [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …
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