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THE LIGHT OF THE PRESENT DISPENSATION

R. Taylor 

Proverbs 29: 18; John 14: 1–3, 15–17; Acts 10: 10–16; 26: 13–15, 19; Colossians 1: 18; 2: 9, 10, 18, 19; 1 Corinthians 11: 23–32 

The scripture, which I read in Proverbs, “Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint”, is a word of warning for us today. If you look through scripture you will see that where the vision has been neglected—it is not that there was no vision, there has always been a vision, there has always been light from God as to the present circumstances—restraint was cast off and the people were taken into captivity. I was struck just the other day in reading the book of Ezra, there were some people who could not prove their genealogy, one of them was the children of Barzillai (Ezra 2: 61). There was a man who had a vision about David, and David says, Come with me into Jerusalem and I will maintain you. Oh, he says, Just let me stay in my own circumstances, and there were some of his descendants not able to prove their genealogy. It did not mean they were not Christian, to bring it to our day, but it meant they were not functioning in the priesthood. 

I say these things to warn us of the danger of not heeding the vision. Throughout the Old Testament you can see how the people cast off restraint. In one instance they wanted another prophet; the prophet came with God’s word and they said, Is there not somebody else who will tell us something better? and they readily found it. There are false prophets, there are false visions. The king wanted someone who would tell him sweet words. These things have happened and are current today. In the public body, of which we are part, the vision has been neglected. Very distinctly, a vision comes from heaven, that is the first thing; it is heavenly light and it has shone in this dispensation as never before. The things I speak of, I trust we will see that they are true for this dispensation as for no other, they are what we may call our light. That is what the Lord says by the prophet, “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”, Isaiah 60: 1. Those beautiful chapters in Isaiah bring the vision home to the people, “Awake, awake; put on ... thy beautiful garments ... Shake thyself from the dust”, Isaiah 52: 1, 2. “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”. 

That is the dispensation we are in, dear brethren, the light has come. And here in John 14 the Lord Jesus was still on earth, but I think He was giving light to these apostles of the present day in speaking of “my Father’s house”. He was leaving them, what sorrows must have filled their hearts, He was feeling leaving them too, but He would not leave them without this message. I think if you care to look into it, you will see that all that is contained in these chapters, John 13 to 17, is light for the present time. And the Lord begins it here by saying, 

“In my Father’s house there are many abodes”. He is directing them to another world. He knew the world they were going to be in, He knew it was a world that would crucify Him, that is the world we are in too, and He gives this vision of another world, and He calls it “my Father’s house”—a settled place. How intimate the way He speaks about it, suggesting it is to be our home. There is plenty of room for all that will be secured by this vision; not only ourselves, but it says there are many abodes. 

‘In that bright home of love divine, 

The Father’s house on high, 

There the full rays of glory shine 

In Him who stooped to die’. (Hymn 144) 

The centre of it is going to be Jesus. I think that all of the persons He is speaking to here likely faced martyrdom. What persecutions they endured, but in their heart was enshrined the joy of the Father’s house. 

Then there is more than that. He says, “were it not so, I had told you”. There is the language of a friend. He says I would not keep anything back from you, “in my Father’s house there are many abodes”, but then He says, “I go to prepare you a place”. Think of how attractive He would make it to us. 

The fact is, beloved, that when He went in I have a place there, like when the high priest went in he did not go in alone, He went in with our names on His breast. That is what He is speaking about here, and in these chapters He is the great Priest going to the Father with the saints on His breast and on His shoulder, shining there in all their lustre, in the glory of the Father’s love, “I go to prepare you a place”. But then He says more than that to confirm it, He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. I would like to say, dear brethren, the thought of the rapture is a vision, if neglected, the people cast off restraint. The Lord’s coming is to be kept live in our affections. The Lord said that when people lose sight of the coming of the Son of Man they begin to beat one another, they begin to act irresponsibly (Matthew 24: 48). The light of the Lord’s coming is to affect our walk here, that we are not here to stay. We are looking for Him, we sing sometimes, 

‘This world is a wilderness wide; 

We have nothing to seek nor to choose’ (Hymn 139). 

It is true if the Lord’s coming is enshrined in our affections, we are looking for Him. 

The vision is not to become an event only, it is of a Person, I am coming again and shall receive you to Myself. It is part of our light, dear brethren, I repeat again, “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”. Why be bound by the things of this earth, in the circumstances we are in today, dear brethren, God is showing us the futility of everything here. The greatest, richest, most powerful, nations on this earth are seen to be powerless in dealing with present conditions, showing us that we have nothing here, to seek nor to choose, but only if we have our eye on the Lord, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. What a hope to be enshrined in our hearts! But it is largely put off, we all know how time weakens our judgments, it tests our love, but in the meantime He is maintaining us. It is not an apparition, He is maintaining us in the light that He is coming, He is on the way, that is the meaning of these words. There is nothing to hinder Him, save that He is waiting, completing that formation that we have been speaking of this afternoon, during the waiting time. 

So Peter says that, as we wait for Him, we are to be diligent to be found of Him in peace (2 Peter 3: 14). That is the kind of persons that are waiting, peaceful, they are satisfied. Some one brought that remark into the reading, they are satisfied because they are not expecting anything from man’s world; God has shown the futility of that, but they are looking for Him who will bring everything with Him, to receive them to Himself. Dear brethren, I would encourage our hearts that this light does not decline in our affections, but it comes into practice in the way we live, that we are not here to stay. We are not here to spread our wings, or make a name or reputation for ourselves, we are here in the light of the Lord’s words, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. Then He says more than that, He is filling up the whole dispensation in these chapters; the more you read them the more beautiful they become. The way He starts is by washing their feet, there is not time to go into that, but here He says, “I will not leave you orphans”. 

He says that while I am coming, there will be touches of My love all the way, while I am about to receive you to Myself, I will give you another Comforter. Very beautiful the way the Lord speaks about the Spirit in these chapters. He is as much as saying He will take My place! All that you needed from Me you will receive from the Spirit, how often they needed His support, the Pharisees attacked them, the Lord protected them; the Spirit does that. It says that when you are tested, in that hour you are not the speakers, the Spirit will be the speaker (Matthew 10: 20). That is a token of His love in our day, another part of the vision that is peculiar to this dispensation, the Holy Spirit of God, another Comforter is come. The Lord says, “I will beg the Father”, it is very beautiful how all divine Persons are active in the incoming of the Spirit. He knew the world into which He was coming, that had crucified Christ; what a token of His love. He was ready to come, “that He may be with you for ever”. What grace is filling out the dispensation that the Spirit of God has come. Again, He has been neglected, the vision has been lost, His place has been usurped by others, and God is very jealous of that. 

You can see that where the Spirit of God has been displaced by human means and human minds, the people have cast off restraint. Why else would the priesthood, that hallowed name of priest, be attached to unholy surroundings? The vision was lost. May we be encouraged to hold fast to the vision that He will be with you for ever. It says, “the Spirit of truth”; He knew the error that was coming in, and here is how it is met, in the Spirit of truth, who will be with you for ever. May we know Him better, and make room for Him, because He can be grieved as well as quenched. He has been quenched and shut out, but it is also true that when He is grieved the vitality of the position is lost. Divine Persons, whenever their name is mentioned, command the greatest respect. 

‘The mention of Thy Name doth bow 

Our hearts to worship Thee’ (Hymn 6) 

So we should feel about the Holy Spirit, who comes so close to us to be with us and to be in us, “do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed”, Ephesians 4: 30. 

Think of God sealing us with the Holy Spirit, it means that there is a distinctive mark on the Christian as the Spirit is made room for; may it not be dimmed. It says, “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive”. It is not automatic that because you are in a Christian company or household that you have the Spirit, it says “whom the world cannot receive”. 

God does not give it indiscriminately, He gives it to those who obey Him. That would be one great outstanding feature of the vision, that it is obeyed—maybe not fully understood, but it is obeyed. 

I would like to speak about Daniel for a moment, he had a vision, yet he could not understand how things were going to work out in the world he was in, but God put His hand on him and said, Daniel, you be quite restful, the vision is to the end, go thy way, you will stand in your lot at the end of the days (Daniel 12: 13). There is a man who received the vision, and walked in the light of it. So God would encourage our hearts to be moving in the light of the Holy Spirit having come to be with us. The world cannot receive Him, it does not see Him, does not know Him, but it says that “ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you”. 

How close He has come, something unique to this dispensation, He could not be closer, in simple terms He is here as a companion, a guide. It speaks about Him like that here, He will guide you, He will lead you through the confusion of the present day in the light of the heavenly vision. 

Now I speak of Peter in Acts 10, seeing a vision from heaven. That is the impression left on Peter’s soul about it in these verses, the heavens were opened, a certain vessel descending as a great sheet bound by the four corners; Peter here is receiving the light of the assembly as a heavenly vessel. That is the great vision of the present time, that there is a vessel on the earth that does not belong here, it is heavenly in origin and heavenly in destiny, and is full of cleansed persons. What a company! What a company Peter saw, his soul shrank from it a bit when he saw it at first, it was not just his idea of the assembly; he had seen something of it in practice; but the Lord is giving him a view here that the assembly is not an earthly creature. 

Another has said, She is an exotic. She owes nothing to the law, she does not belong to Israel, she does not belong to the earth, but here is a vessel coming down from heaven, and the graces of heaven are resident in it. What a view Peter saw, he never forgot it! It is emphasised to him that it came down, 

and the Lord did not stop at Peter’s hesitation, it says it took place thrice, to show the importance of appreciating what we have been brought into, as the assembly of God, which has its origin in heaven and it is soon to be finally taken back. So Peter, like Paul, was not disobedient to the heavenly vision; it says it took place thrice and it was straightway taken up into heaven. Does he doubt it? The Spirit of God works, you can see that if you read the rest of the chapter, Peter received the vision and was helped by the Spirit to understand it. You see how divine things are synchronising; the heavenly vision coming down, as Peter receives it and thinks about it, you see the Spirit active to confirm the thing in Peter’s soul and he is established in the light of the assembly as a heavenly vessel. 

Paul comes on to the scene and he says that what he saw was a light above the brightness of the noonday sun, something again that is peculiar to our dispensation, he says “at mid-day, on the way, I saw ... a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven” (Acts 26: 13), and he says, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”, Acts 26: 19. Dear brethren, the light of the assembly is something, I say again, that is being neglected, “Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint”. Since these early chapters of the Acts, the enemy has brought in a counterfeit to the assembly, something that is earthbound, something that has taken on features of the world, it is called a great house, and we are part of it. It has taken on features that do not represent heaven, owns another head, but the assembly has a heavenly Head. The Lord has very patiently and graciously served to bring home to us the light of the assembly. May we, like Paul, not be disobedient. It is not man’s imaginations, it is a wonderful thing to me, that something that was expressed on this earth some two thousand years ago is still here in its lustre and glory and beauty, the assembly of God. Nothing has been attacked more, it is what the Lord says to Saul here, “why dost thou persecute me?” He is pointing out that He was here in the assembly, He was here in those persons whom Saul was persecuting. Saul could not extinguish it, all the wiles of the devil have not extinguished it, but where the vision is not cherished the people will cast off restraint. 

It has happened, but may we be revived, “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”, the light of this glorious vessel, heavenly in origin and heavenly in destiny. What is the purpose of it? The purpose of it is that it shall be the counterpart of the heavenly man, soon to be shining in His likeness, in His graces and features. In Revelation 21, it says, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Revelation 21: 9). It must have been cherished to have been shown to John, and John has the light and joy of it enshrined in his affections. Another has said that John stands in the outward ruin of Paul’s structure in the early part of Revelation, but before it closes he sees the heavenly city in all its glory to shine eternally as the bride of the heavenly Man, the Lamb’s wife (J. Taylor Sr. Vol. 34, p.180). 

That is what the Lord is saying to Paul here, “why dost thou persecute me?” Oh, how that struck home to his heart, and you can see what happens from that moment as Paul’s ministry sets out that there is a Head in heaven and a body here. That is what Paul is speaking of in Colossians. One of the personal glories of Jesus is that He is Head of the body, the assembly. 

Paul’s epistles are written that the saints may live in that light. He was not put off by the state in Corinth, he says, I am looking on you as a chaste virgin for Christ, he was not put off the vision, it remained in his soul. Dear brethren, in the breakdown and the confusion, the sorrows of the testimony, may it remain in our souls that He, only He, is the Head of the body, the assembly. It speaks elsewhere about the joints and the bands. From the Head there is a whole source of supply, that is the idea of the Head and the body, that the Head is the supplier to the body of all that it needs, 

‘Great source of wisdom, power and food, 

All riches from Thee flow’ (Hymn 199). 

May we be exercised to know something more of the function of the body as under the influence of the Head. 

Paul says, “ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority”. He is Head over all these things, but He is Head of the body and He is Head to it. In other words, the body does not act independently of the Head, the body is an expression of the Head. So, Paul’s teaching is that in the body there is something here on earth that is deriving vitally from the Head in heaven, even while being under attack and being misrepresented publicly, a false system having been set up. We should feel the sorrow of these things, dear brethren; God feels it, the enemy has succeeded in setting up a false system of things that would attach to itself the name of Christ, and an earthly head. People are assuming to be head of the Church, but that is not Christ’s body. The body is of Himself, bears His features and expresses His grace. He is the Head of the body and we have been brought, through grace, into the light of it. Again I say, “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”. These things have become dim, these visions have become distorted but they still remain in their glory and in their fulness for faith. They are to be enjoyed by every Christian; the glory of the assembly as a heavenly vessel, counterpart of Christ, what He calls His body, and we are called to fill out our part in it. The Spirit is giving grace that the joy of it and the supplies of grace from the Head may be enjoyed without hindrance. 

Well, I come to the Lord’s supper. You will notice that where we read Paul says, “I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you”. May it be enshrined in our affections. The Lord’s supper is one of the outstanding features peculiar to this dispensation, but it has become distorted in all sorts of ways. There is a warning about that in this section. The Supper is an appeal to His lovers, “the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up”, saying, “This is my body, which is for you”. What a touch of His love on those occasions! Dear brethren, we will soon be partaking of it in some hours, are you ready for it? The Lord is ready. May the impact of it be more governing in our lives; where the sanctity of the Lord’s supper is lost we cast off restraint. That is very easily seen in our own histories. The Lord’s supper may become common, just another occasion, but here Paul says, “I received from the Lord”, that is the Lord in glory. 

The Lord said, Here is something I want to leave impressed on this dispensation that it is My Supper, “This is my body, which is for you”. We never fail to be charmed by the appeal of those words, “This is my body, which is for you”. In 1 Corinthians 11, the loaf on the table is an emblem of the Lord’s own body that He laid down, the body that He had here, “my body, which is for you”. That body, holy vessel of God’s pleasure, that is what was given for us. If that does not touch your heart, my friend, I would say you are hardly Christian.” This is my body”; what a body! It is like some of the offerings, they were opened up, the legs and the inwards, everything pure and perfect. What for? It says it is for you to contemplate. Then He says of the cup, “this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”, and further, “For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”. Another has said that if the world really understood what we were doing, in taking the Lord’s supper properly, they would not allow us to do it, because we are saying, Come, Prince of Peace, come and take up Your rights, come and set everything right, because these words, “my body ... for you” has put everything right in our hearts. We want Him to come and have His true place, but He has it in His assembly, He has it in those who are announcing His death. In the announcing of His death we are really saying there is nothing for us here, because He is absent. 

Mr. Pellatt has these fine remarks, ‘This world once had something to commend it, but now it is gone, the Son is with the Father’. In this world once there was a Person upon whom heaven looked with infinite pleasure. He is no longer here, He has gone to the Father; but there is another vessel here, the assembly, and the interest of heaven is centred today on the assembly. May the vision be cherished in our hearts! He puts a warning, I trust the brethren just take it as it is read. It says, “For the eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing the body”. 

That is happening, persons carelessly taking part in what is an assembly privilege. Paul here is putting the Lord’s supper in an assembly setting. It is assembly persons who remember the Lord. Then it is part of Paul’s warning that there are persons who are treating it carelessly, and I only say that we take these verses to heart, “On this account many among you are weak and infirm”; where no vision is the people cast off restraint. Well, dear brethren, these words I trust are for our encouragement, that there is something here that belongs to heaven. In the midst of all the breakdown there is something going through, waiting His coming, maintaining direct links with the Holy Spirit of God, appreciating what is here as our light, the assembly as Christ’s counterpart, the Head in heaven and the body here. In the meantime, it is an assembly function to be announcing the death of the Lord until He come. It is a gateway into these relationships of love, “Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away”, Song of Songs 2: 10. He is saying that to these persons who are announcing His death until He come. 

Well, John in Revelation, writes of the Lord looking at these assemblies and He sees Sardis and says, “Be watchful”, Revelation.3: 2. He says if you do not watch I will come upon you as a thief. He says there are a few names there who have not defiled their garments. These overcomers in the midst of the breakdown have assembly features, they had not defiled their garments. It says they will soon be in other garments, but they have been faithful to the Lord in His absence, He says that He will give them to walk with Him in white. To the rest in Thyatira He says, “what ye have hold fast till I shall come”, Revelation.2: 25. Amidst all the breakdown there are assembly persons who are represented in the overcomer to whom He promises to give the morning star. We are to enjoy these heavenly things now in the midst of the breakdown. To Philadelphia He says, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, Revelation 3: 11. Let us hold fast to the light that has come to us and live in the light of these visions I have been speaking about. 

Then there is Laodicea, what does He say? He says, “Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking”, Revelation 3: 20. These persons that have missed the vision, they have cast off restraint, and in all His grace, He says ‘I am knocking’. Today He is knocking very loudly. 

May we be encouraged in the way that the Lord, in divine grace, has served us in this dispensation, to await that hour when we see Him face to face. Then we will be like Him, it will be no great surprise, will it? The rapture will be a change of condition, not a change of company exactly, it will be a change of condition as with Enoch. The persons who have learned to walk with Him below will be at home in walking with Him above. May we be encouraged, dear brethren, to be committed to the visions that have come in, to arise, and shine and live in our light, for Christ’s name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
17 September 2005 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 29:18 (JND) [18] Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint; but happy is he that keepeth the law.

John 14:1-17 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …

Acts 10:10-16 (JND) [10] And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him: [11] and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, [bound] by [the] four corners [and] let down to the earth; [12] in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the fowls of the heaven. [13] And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. [14] And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean. [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common. [16] And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into heaven.

Acts 26:13-19 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest: [16] but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me. [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Colossians 2:9-19 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it. [16] Let none therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in matter of feast, or new moon, or sabbaths, [17] which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. [18] Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.

1 Corinthians 11:23-32 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come. [27] So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord. [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup. [29] For [the] eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing the body. [30] On this account many among you [are] weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep. [31] But if we judged ourselves, so were we not judged. [32] But being judged, we are disciplined of [the] Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

Ezra 2:61 (JND) [61] And of the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai; who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name.

Isaiah 60:1 (JND) [1] Arise, shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee.

Isaiah 52:1-2 (JND) [1] Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. [2] Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, captive daughter of Zion.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Matthew 24:48 (JND) [48] But if that evil bondman should say in his heart, My lord delays to come,

2 Peter 3:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless;

Matthew 10:20 (JND) [20] For *ye* are not the speakers, but the Spirit of your Father which speaks in you.

Ephesians 4:30 (JND) [30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed for [the] day of redemption.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Acts 26:19 (JND) [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Song of Solomon 2:10 (JND) [10] My beloved spake and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Revelation 3:2 (JND) [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God.

Revelation 2:25 (JND) [25] but what ye have hold fast till I shall come.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.



MAKING ROOM FOR CHRIST

K. N. Pye 

Luke 2: 1–7; 7: 36–39, 44–50; 10: 38–42; Romans 8: 6–10 

I would like to encourage each one of us, young and old alike, to make more room for Christ. One of the things in the world today is that men’s lives are filled up with everything else. The enemy of your soul would fill your time, albeit legitimate, to leave no room for Jesus. I read in the first scripture because we see there the attitude of the world, there was no room in the inn. That is the world, there was no room for Jesus. That is the world still today, there is no room for God, all seeking their own things, “not the things of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 2: 21. That is the condition in the world today, men seeking pleasures, seeking to find that everlasting pleasure, constantly seeking and never finding it. You say, well there must have been plenty of room. Here was the Son of God coming into the world, here was the King of Kings coming in but there was no room in the inn. Do you have room for Him in your heart? Do you have room for Him, for that One who has done everything to satisfy the heart of God, the One who has secured everything to allow you to go into the presence of God? Here He comes into the world and there is no room at all, not even in the inn. There He is, laid in a manger; there is absolutely no place for Jesus in man’s world. Man’s world has rejected Him completely. O what a challenge that is to us as we look and walk in the world around us; how much room do we make for Jesus? How much room do we make for the things of God? 

As you go on in this chapter you find that the angels were rejoicing. What joy there was in heaven when Jesus came into the world, God manifest in flesh! Jesus took up that position for your sake and for mine, but He took it up for the pleasure of God. We have spoken about that these three days, the pleasure that God had when Jesus came into the world. What joy that was to God because Jesus was born, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace”. What peace there is on the earth as a result of Jesus coming in if we make room for Him. You have to make room for Him to know that peace. The young ones, the little ones, have to make room for Jesus. You can make room for plenty of other things, there is plenty of time for other things; how much time do you devote to make room for Jesus? Consider Him, think about Him, think about what He has done? It is important for the young ones to realise that because He was your age at one time. 

Jesus was born in a manger, and He grew up as a boy, pleasing the will of His Father. He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. He was not occupied in business for Himself, He was not occupied in things of this world, He was occupied in His Father’s business. O what a joy that gave the Father, “Glory to God in the highest”. What joy He had in that blessed One, there was great joy when He came to this earth “and on earth peace”. How was that peace to be attained? It was not to be attained lightly; it looked forward to His going into death, looked forward to the pathway that He would take, a pathway of shame, a pathway of sorrow, a pathway rejected of men. What does He say Himself, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head” (Matthew 8: 20); there is no room for Jesus. 

Can you open your heart wide to make room for Him? It does not matter how much room, He will fill it. If you give Him a little corner He will fill it, if you give Him your whole heart He will fill it; He is able to fill it. The Saviour is able to fill your heart completely and here we have this One who is born, born in a manger, and He is able to fill every single heart. 

Here is the Man who is able to fill your heart and He brings in peace. This is a peace that cannot be aligned with any peace the world can bring in. Men are striving for peace but this peace is perfect; there is nothing better than the peace that is given as the result of the finished work of Jesus, “on earth peace, good pleasure in men”. Men now have a way to come into the presence of God. Without Him being born as a babe and taking the pathway He did, and going into death, there would be no way for man to go into the presence of God, it would be impossible, but now there is good pleasure in men. Why? Because God has a Man who is absolutely perfect and has fully met all His righteous requirements, a Man who was a babe who was absolutely 

perfect. How quickly babes show sin in them, but here was a babe who was born without any sin. O the perfection of Jesus. We were affected this morning by the perfection of that blessed One, the perfection of His work, the perfection of everything that He did, but the perfection of the Babe, absolutely perfect, no sin in Him at all. O what a Saviour. He is able to save sinners right at this point. He is able to take men into the presence of God. It looks forward to all His work being completed, but what a joy the Father had in that blessed One. What joy do you have in Him? Do you have a joy in recognising Jesus, giving Him the place in your heart and in your affections, or are you still occupied in spending time on your own things? 

I read in Luke 7 because you find here a woman who is a sinner. “But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him”. You say, there is a Pharisee and he is anxious to have the company of Jesus. Just by being religious does not make room for Jesus. The Pharisee begged Him to come to his house but then what did he do? He did not do anything, everything was done by the woman who knew the grace of the One who went into the Pharisee’s house. And there was the Pharisee, he thought He had made room for Jesus but he did not make room for Him. That is a challenge; we may have Jesus in our hearts, we may have accepted Him as our Saviour some time ago, but do we make room for Him every day? 

It is a constant thing. The Pharisee thought it would make something of himself; I am sure that was what he was concerned about; to make something of myself is a thing that each one of us is prone to do, but the woman did not make anything of herself. She knew she was a sinner, Jesus knew she was a sinner; even the Pharisee knew she was a sinner, everyone knew she was a sinner. She was a nobody you might say, and that is the place each one of us needs to accept. We need to accept that we are nothing. As soon as we accept that we are nothing we find the Man in whom God has placed everything, the Man Christ Jesus. And this is what this 

woman found, she found it in the house of the Pharisee. She knew He was there and she found Jesus. It says that, “and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee”. She knew that. 

Do you know where to go to find Jesus? Do you know where to go? Go into your closet and pray and ask Him to come into your life. Open your heart to Him, do not hold any of it back but open it up completely, let it all be laid bare. He knows what you are thinking anyway, He knows the thoughts and intents of the heart, He knows all things. Are you going to make room for Him? This woman made room for Him and she learns something of the grace of the Lord Jesus. There He was and she opened “an alabaster box of myrrh, and standing at his feet”. She did not take up a prominent place, that would make much of herself; there she was at His feet behind Him weeping. I think this woman knew something of what she was herself and she had come to an end of herself. She knew what it was to have love and she knew the great Lover; she knew the One who loved her. How much do we know of that? Do we know much of the One who loves us, the One who has loved us and given Himself for us? What love He has displayed. He has displayed a never-ending love, a love which took Him right into death, a love that bore everything. He bore your sins and mine in totality. What love Jesus expressed, and then this woman, she loved much too. She took the alabaster flask of myrrh and poured it all out on Jesus. She “began to wash his feet with tears”. She used herself completely, she did not hold anything back, she gave her all. How much this woman made of Jesus in her life, she gave Him her whole heart. 

How much room do you give Him? Just a little? It is such a challenge. The Pharisee outwardly was a right man; outwardly he did everything right. Zacchaeus was like that too; he did everything right, and it was only after Jesus came into his house that he received the blessing. What a 

blessing he received then! But this woman, in difficult conditions, laid her soul open to Jesus and gives Him her all, “having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, and standing at his feet behind him weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the myrrh”. This box of myrrh is poured out on the feet of Jesus. It does not say she broke the box but I think the idea is that the vessel is herself. There she is and she is giving her all; she is giving everything to Jesus. How much room she gave Him. I just wonder how much room we give Him. The Pharisee spoke with himself saying, “This person if he were a prophet”. He did not understand the love of the Saviour. He did not understand the One who was there. Here is a Man who is able to forgive sins and he says, If this Man were a prophet. The Pharisee was trying to make something of himself but it does not say he said it out loud. It says he “spoke with himself”, and Jesus is able to answer him. He knows what you are thinking. He knows what you are thinking even in the preaching. You may be looking as if you are paying attention but your mind may be somewhere else. The Lord Jesus would focus your attention solely on Him and that is what He did with the Pharisee. 

He said, “Seest thou this woman?”, and He spoke about what the woman had done to Him. Jesus would focus your attention on Himself. Do not have your attention occupied with other things, keep your attention focused entirely on Jesus. Give Him room in your mind, give Him room in your heart, give Him room in your soul, have your whole being occupied with Him. Why? Because He is able to fill you completely. What satisfaction this woman had, what joy she had. She knew she was a sinner, but the burden of her sins was completely removed. 

“Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”, He says. But then He has to rebuke the Pharisee, and sometimes we need a rebuke. Outwardly we may be all right but we need a rebuke. “Seest thou this woman?” Here was a woman who knew she was a sinner. I wonder if we maybe forget that sometimes. We forget what we are, just a sinner saved by grace. This woman knew the grace of the Saviour. He said, “but she from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but she has anointed my feet with myrrh”. This woman is pouring her all out on Jesus. We need to be found more like that; I need to be found more like that, pouring everything out on Jesus. He is the only One who deserves such a pouring out of this myrrh; it belongs to Him, a Man who went such a way of suffering and what it took for Him to forgive this woman her sins. 

The greatness of who He is in His own Person did not diminish in any way the agony through which He had to go. What He suffered in His body on the cross at the hands of wicked men was not diminished in any way by the greatness of the Person, the Son of God, manifest in flesh, and then what He suffered at the hands of a holy and righteous God as sins were borne by Him. As He bore the burden of sin it was not diminished in any way, the penalty of sin was still met in its entirety by Jesus; it was not reduced, the full force of it was poured upon Him. Do we understand and appreciate that? If we appreciate that I think we will be like this woman and we will pour out our all on Him because He has given His all for us. He has given His all for each one of us. His precious blood shed without any consolation from anyone. We go through sufferings perhaps physically and we have the sympathy of one another. Jesus had no one, He was left alone, there was no one there for Him, none at all, despised and set aside of men, and then He had to say, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus suffered alone; He was the only One who could do it but He bore the whole burden of sin in its entirety, and He overcame it and went into death and came out again triumphant and victorious. So what joy for this woman to realise that here was a Man who was going on a pathway to bear the burden of her sins and He is able to say “Thy sins are forgiven”. He is the only One who can forgive sins. O what a Saviour is available in the glad tidings today, and this woman knew something of it. She was found in a scene where there was a professing religious environment and the Pharisee has to be rebuked, but this woman is exalted because her sins are forgiven. They say, “Who is this who forgives also sins?” Men are amazed that here is a Man who has a right to forgive sins. He has a right to do it because He has borne the burden and penalty Himself. What a Saviour we have. Are we going to make room for Him like this woman did? 

I read in Luke 10 because we find here that Martha receives Him into her house. You say, Well I came to know the Lord many years ago and I am glad to have the Lord in my home, but maybe I am so occupied by serving that I am not giving Him the room in my heart. 

Martha received Him into her house and how fine that is. We need to let the Lord come into our houses. It is wonderful to have a home where Jesus is, where His rights are observed, where He is magnified. Martha was there and her sister and you find that there was an area there that satisfied the heart of Jesus. I read in Luke’s writing because Martha was distracted with much serving. We can be distracted from cleaving to and making room for Jesus with much serving. That is a challenge to us. We do not want to be distracted with much serving, we want to have our hearts wide open. We want to be like Mary; there she was sitting at His feet listening to His word—“Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”. Mary’s heart was wide open, she made room for Jesus. How much room she made in her heart. Martha had made the house available and how right that is. We do not want to be as those who are making their house available but then are not enjoying the joy of His company, not enjoying what He would bring in. Mary was listening to His word. It does not tell us what He was saying, we are not told what Mary was hearing; but if we do not sit at His feet and listen to His word we will not hear. 

There are so many things that can occupy our time, we need to take time to sit at His feet and contemplate Jesus, contemplate the pathway He has made, contemplate the position He now has, the place He has taken up, seated at the right hand of the Father. What a place He has taken, the One whom the heavens must receive. Can you receive Him in your heart in complete totality, One who had to go into heaven? There was no concept of Him being rejected from that area, and Martha receives Him into her house. Do we receive Him, not only into our homes but into our hearts? Give Him the place that is rightly His, the place where He has complete sway. Mary’s attention was focused entirely on Jesus and what He was saying. She was not looking at Martha and what Martha was doing. Martha was looking at what Mary was doing. So often we become occupied with what someone else is doing. When it comes to the glad tidings it is an individual matter and you are responsible for yourself, not for anyone else. Once your heart is full of Christ you find that because you are so full of Him you will be telling others about Him anyway; but do not forget to have your heart completely filled by Christ yourself; stay in the joy of it. Do not be found as one who is able to speak of Jesus perhaps from knowledge but not from experience of His grace and love. 

The woman in Luke 7 would be able to speak of the experience she had with Jesus, she would be able to speak of not just having her sins forgiven, but the grace she saw in that blessed One when she wiped His feet with her hair, when she washed His feet with her tears. 

She would be able to express how near she came to the Saviour. Can you express how near you are to the Saviour? You have to receive Him into your heart. I think Mary shows us the example of that; “Mary has chosen the good part”. If you choose that good part it will not be taken from you. It says, “the which shall not be taken from her”. If you receive a word from Jesus it cannot be removed. The work of God is firm and immovable. Receiving Christ in your heart cannot be taken away from you, although the enemy of your heart would try to limit your enjoyment of it at the present time. Salvation is found in none other than in Jesus and it cannot be taken away. You may lose the enjoyment of it by not giving Him room, hence I urge each one of us to give more room in our hearts to Jesus. 

In order to give more room in our hearts to Him we find that we need help and that is why I read in Romans 8 because the reception of the Holy Spirit is essential for life. It is essential for life to be found in each one of us. If you are going to live according to the Spirit of Christ, and your heart is filled with Christ and you are going to live according to that Man, the life that He lived, you need to make room for the Spirit of God; and so it says, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. That is a challenge to each one of us; do we make room for the Spirit of God? God gives in great abundance and we need to receive the Spirit and make room for the Spirit so that the Spirit of Christ might come out in us and we can know life, life according to another order of man, life that is out of death, life that is not restricted by anything in this world. Natural life here waxes and wanes. You get tired and you have to sleep. This kind of life can go on indefinitely, the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. There is a great life for us to enjoy. Then “if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him—but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin”. I think that woman we read of in Luke 7, her body was dead on account of sin. She knew she was a sinner and she came to know the Saviour. She knew the One who provided everything for her, “but the Spirit life on account of righteousness”. You know you can be perfectly righteous before God in an area where God’s desires are fully met, only in the life of Christ and in the power of the Spirit. That is the way in and you can enter into the fulness of that. I think it involves the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus being found in us so that we can come near to Him. It needs us to make room for Jesus. The world has shut Him out, the world has no room for Him at all, no consideration. I urge each one of us to make room for Him so that there is an answer secured for the pleasure of God as the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is found in us. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Denton
6 March 2005 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:1-7 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: [4] and Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city Nazareth to Judaea, to David's city, the which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, [5] to be inscribed in the census roll with Mary who was betrothed to him [as his] wife, she being great with child. [6] And it came to pass, while they were there, the days of her giving birth [to her child] were fulfilled, [7] and she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him up in swaddling-clothes and laid him in the manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luke 7:36-50 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. …

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Romans 8:6-10 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness.

Philippians 2:21 (JND) [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Matthew 8:20 (JND) [20] And Jesus says to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …



EXTRACTS

The apprehension of grace qualifies us to ascend; being there you see the glory of Christ. I do not think this is beyond the reach of Christians. You are never right until you apprehend the glory of Christ; until you get a glimpse of the glory of Christ you are exposed to the influence of the world. One glimpse of the glory of Christ and the Father’s voice heard will set you free for ever, your heart is fixed. The office of the Spirit now is to bring that before the Lord’s people. Paul says, that we all with unveiled face behold it. Do you behold it? There will be nothing different in heaven to that lovely face seen on earth, the glory of God will be seen in that face, that face will be distinguished from all others in the glory, it sustains the glory. 

What a view! The Lord prayed “that they may behold my glory”. We shall behold that, but there is that which is peculiar to Him as a Man carrying out the divine will, and that is seen now by the power of the Spirit. We all with unveiled face behold it and the effect is that there is a race down here like Him morally; we are changed into the same image. Beholding the glory has a transforming effect that goes on from glory to glory. How many glories are there? 

Paul says “from glory to glory”. As you behold it there is constant change and there is increasing grace. We become more gracious to each other. The Lord gave Paul all that were in the ship, it was the moment of grace and Paul appreciated that. We do not want to lose the saints; if God gave Paul all, he values them. God gave Paul all, and in spite of the wreck he wanted to present the assembly to Christ. You want all the saints, we do not want to lose one. The Lord would preserve the truth and preserve us with it. How? By mutual consideration. What is the mystery? It involves our relation to one another. Paul knew he would not be with us always, but if we all know the mystery, then Paul can go home. 

The one who prays has the saints on his heart, he does not want to lose one, and the Lord will give you every one you seek, and there will not be one lost. All the saints will get to land somehow, it may be in a humiliating way, but Paul will get his “all”. 

May we learn the grace of Christ, and knowing the grace we shall see the glory. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 6, pp.214, 215) 

SJH  Why is the throne, which is mentioned here, not an altar as it was in Ezekiel? 

JT  Well, I think now, it is a question of God’s dominance. We have been speaking of God’s acting in spite of circumstances, but here it is a set way of His. I think it reminds us of being right in our gatherings, so that God may have a free hand, and that influence as clear as crystal should go out. In our localities, if matters of discipline come up, our judgment is not beclouded; things are clear; there is a reason given for everything that is done. In Ephesians 2: 21, it says of the assembly, “All the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”—leading up to the millennium; so that whatever is done governmentally in the millennium will be clarified. There will be nothing dark; the meaning of everything will be clear. If we pursued right principles, nothing would be dark. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 96, p.229) 
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Scripture references

Ephesians 2:21 (JND) [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord;
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