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CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY

J. Mitchell 

Genesis 2: 18–25; 2 Corinthians 11: 1–3; Acts 13: 1–3 

I feel, dear brethren, that a word on the great thought of Christ and the assembly would not be amiss. It is a well-known theme, especially to those of us who are older, but I think we need reminding of it and our younger brethren need to be instructed in the greatness and glory of that to which we are called to have part. Lately I have thought appreciatively of the sovereignty of God that has brought us into the light of His greatest thoughts. That we have been selected for this should give us to value these thoughts and exercise us that the great truth of Christ and the assembly should find its proper place in our affections. There is much to occupy us in the world in which we are, and much to take up our time, and I am not unsympathetic with that. It is a concern that time is becoming scarcer and scarcer; the enemy is very active to occupy us with material things and other things, necessary as they are in their place. What the Spirit would like to occupy us with is the great thought of Christ and the assembly, so that it might govern our lives. We are here for a very short period. It may not appear so to younger brethren. But I can assure you that the older you get the more you will see that time is very brief: Yet in this brief period of time that God has given to each one of us, He is seeking to work out in you and in me His great thoughts as to Christ and the assembly which will fill eternity. 

Now that must be something of tremendous importance, and I trust it is not just something that you might think of only occasionally, maybe on a Lord’s day. It is what ought to govern your life every day of the week, indeed I would almost go so far as to say every moment of your living. We have to fulfil righteousness of course, and the young people have to go to school, but I am seeking to attract you in your affections to God’s great thoughts for you, that is that we might be formed in the features that are proper to the assembly so as to be for the heart of Christ. That is a wonderful thing, when we think of who He is in His Person, for He is God, as the scripture says, “who is over all, God blessed for ever”, Romans 9: 5. Yet in this glorious arrangement of love He has come into manhood, and in manhood His desire is to have the assembly for Himself. That should appeal to all our affections. It is sorrowful to think of what has happened publicly in that which ostensibly belongs to Christ! That ought to generate a holy, increased desire with every one of us that, as far as we are concerned, we shall yield to Christ what He is really looking for, that is assembly formation and affections. 

Now I have read in Genesis because in the history of time you cannot go back earlier than that. As to the eternal existence of God you can go back before that. One old brother used to say in his simple way as to John 1, ‘Christ was in the beginning before the beginning began’. 

The eternal God existed long before time. We cannot find words to describe eternity, but He existed in eternity. Whatever men may say, whatever teachers may teach at school, let us get that clearly into our minds, that God existed in eternity before time ever came in. But as far as time is concerned we go back to the beginning of Genesis, where it says, “Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone”. God was expressing His feelings. He looked on everything that He had made and saw that it was good and He said so, and yet here He expresses His own feelings, “It is not good that Man should be alone”. It is not that He said, It is not good for Man that he should be alone, but He said, “It is not good that Man should be alone”. The divine thought was unfulfilled without the woman; typically, in its fulness it required the assembly. He said therefore, “I will make him a helpmate, his like”. You think of the wonder of that, this vessel built by God, as the hymn-writer says, to be a helpmate, His like. Later in these verses in Genesis, Adam says effectively, ‘It is myself all over again’; that is what the assembly is, it is Christ over again in feminine character as answering to the thoughts of God. 

It says in chapter 1, “male and female created he them” (Genesis 1: 27). That was what was in the divine mind, and the thought of male and female, in Christ and the assembly, will go right through into eternity. I wish to attract your attention to it, so that it might become, if it is not already so, the most important thing in your life. 

It says, “And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought them to Man, to see what he would call them”. It indicates the intelligence of Man as a creation of God. Later he was spoiled with the incoming of sin but I do not go into that. At this time what was in evidence was the beauty of what Man was in the mind of God, prefiguring our Lord Jesus Christ who was to come into manhood. Christ is the glorious Man who was in the divine mind. God brought all the animals to Man to see what he would call them. What intelligence there was in that beautiful creature that God had created, so whatever name he gave to each animal and fowl that was its name. God never had to correct a name. That shows the glory and beauty of the Man. It is intended to direct our hearts to Christ. That glorious Man was in God’s mind. I take it He is loved by every one in this room, and that every one has a place in their hearts for the Man Christ Jesus; that is God’s Man. God’s ideal. Everything that He ever cherished, He found in that Man. When Christ came into manhood, God had, for the first time in fulness, what He had ever had in His mind as to man. The beauty of Adam as man created by God is brought out in this passage, but it is all to bring on to view the greater and more glorious beauty of Christ as a Man. He, of course, is not a creation. 

Then it says, “as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like”. Firstly God said, “It is not good that Man should be alone”, but at the end of verse 20 it says, “he found no helpmate, his like”. In all these animals and fowls that came to him, Adam had admired something in each that was of God, and he was able thus to name them, but he “found no helpmate, his like”. Then it says, 

“And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept”. That refers to the death of Christ. It does not refer to His atoning sufferings, or to the settlement of the moral question. There was no moral question to be settled here. This was before sin ever came in. 

The moral question, of course, had to be settled. Christ was great enough to settle that, but that is not the point here. His death was in order that His assembly might be brought out of His death, so that the assembly has its origin in the death of Christ. If you belong to the assembly, your origin is in the death of Christ. That should help us in many matters that come into our individual histories. 

Beloved brethren, I appeal particularly to the younger ones, that is where your origin lies, that is where you came from. Your beginning was in the death of Christ. I know that we need to work out moral things in our own souls, but I am speaking about what was in the mind and purpose of God before sin ever came in. It is wonderful to think you were at that time in the purpose of God, “And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. 

And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man”. Think of what that must have meant to Adam! He says, “This time it is bone of my bones”, there is something completely different now. It is a great thing to lay hold of the divine thought as to matters over against man’s thoughts. The divine thought will go through and no one can ever change it. God never needs to amend what is in His mind. He is going through with what has been in His own mind from before sin came into this world. He brought the woman to Adam, and it produced marital language in Adam. He says, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this shall be called Woman”. That shows how near you are to Christ. 

We can well rest on that, “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. It is a vessel entirely suited to Him, which is of Him and like Him. That is the vessel, dear brethren, in which we have part. Think of what it is to have part in a vessel that is entirely of Christ, and is entirely like Christ! It owes nothing to the scene in which we are; it owes nothing to the world as a system. It is entirely of God, it could only be God’s thought, it is His glorious conception, and we have been brought to have a part in it. I appeal to you to grasp that the assembly is the greatest thing in the universe, outside of divine Persons. In these days there is a tendency to make little of the assembly. There is a great range of things in Christianity, and I do not wish to make little of any of them, but the greatest thing of all is the assembly. Let us get that clearly into our minds, and let us be thankful that we have been brought into the light of the assembly. Sad to say, not every Christian knows about the assembly; you talk to persons about the Lord and you may find a joyful response. You are thankful and rejoice in that. But if you speak about the assembly you may find that they do not know anything about it. Let us value what is in the divine mind for those who belong to Christ. It is the greatest thing in this whole universe outside of divine Persons themselves. The word to the overcomer in Philadelphia is, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, Revelation 3: 11. Do not let anyone rob us of the best. Mr. Stoney pointed out that when a tree begins to die the evidence of death commences at the top. That is when persons go away, the greatest, the most heavenly thoughts are lost first. Departure is from the top and comes down till finally the whole thing is affected by it. 

He says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh”. I might just say a word of encouragement on that. We live in a day when the marriage vow is thought nothing of in the world, it is set aside almost completely. Thank God that we have been preserved in an area where the marriage vow is held in its sanctity, and held in relation to God; let every one of us be encouraged in that. When you come to Paul, he adds, “This mystery is great”, Ephesians 5: 32. It is not that it is a great mystery, it is that the mystery is great, it is a great matter, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. I say to our younger brethren, especially those who may be looking for partners. Make room in your thoughts and intentions for the working out of the truth of Christ and the assembly. That is the great matter to govern you. Other things have their place, and it is not my intention to say anything as to these, but keep before you the great matter of Christ and the assembly. God has graciously given us to set it out in our marriage relationship. Do not forget these matters. 

Let your exercises be governed by the great truth of Christ and the assembly. There are various types of the assembly in the Old Testament. You have Eve here, which is the assembly in the mind of God before sin ever came in. Then the next type is Rebecca, and there are certain things added in relation to Rebecca that do not come out so much in Eve. 

The first thing is love. It says in chapter 22 of Genesis, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac” (Genesis 22: 2). That is the first time that love is mentioned in the Scriptures—that is the love of the father for the son. Then in Genesis 24, Abraham makes his servant swear that he will take a wife suited to the one that he loves. In type it brings out that the assembly is the love gift of the Father to the Son. That is very beautiful; think of the assembly in that connection! Then at the end of that chapter it says, “Isaac led her into his mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her”. There is nothing mentioned about Adam loving Eve. I am not saying it was not there. I should think there was a vacuum in Adam’s affections which all these animals and fowls could not satisfy. There was not one of them that he could really love. But when the woman came onto view Adam used marital language, the language of love. When you come to Rebecca love is more extensively spoken of. The love of Christ for the assembly is a wonderful matter and also the reciprocal love of the assembly for Christ. 

Another thing that comes onto view is the servant. The servant has a lot to do with the securing of the bride for Isaac. These things are well known, but our younger brethren need to be instructed in them and have them in their minds and on their spirits. The servant comes on to view, typical of the Spirit. How beautiful the types of the Spirit are in that chapter! At one point when Laban comes out, it says the man, that is the servant, was standing by the camels by the well. The servant, who is a type of the Spirit, is securing a bride for Isaac. Isaac never saw his bride until the servant brought her back. Abraham was able to entrust that great mission to his servant, who knew what was in Abraham’s heart in relation to his son, and thus able to discern what would be suitable to the heart of Isaac. As we think of the Spirit’s operations in our day, beloved, what a day it has been, stretching on for nearly two thousand years, while the Spirit is securing a bride that is absolutely suitable to Christ. We need to think more of and be grateful to the Spirit for all His precious service to us, in forming features of Christ in us, so that we can form that vessel that is to be for the heart of Christ, the vessel that He cherishes and loves. 

Paul, at Corinth, in a certain sense represents the Spirit. He says, “I am jealous as to you with a jealousy which is of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”. Now I speak a little to the older brethren. I would like to arouse some element of jealousy that is of God in your heart. In our 

local settings we have our exercises, and sometimes these exercises become something of a burden. O, the need of persons who have the jealousy of God, persons who, under the hand of the Spirit, can be used so that the saints in our localities might be espoused, as it says here, “unto one man”—not two, but unto one man—and presented a chaste virgin to Christ. Paul’s task at Corinth was not easy. There was much there that would militate against the chaste virgin to Christ, and maybe there are, in every one of our localities, things that are militating against the assembly as a chaste virgin to Christ, (not for Christ, but a chaste virgin to Christ). 

That is what he laboured for, and I trust that there are men in each locality who have that jealousy, that burning passion, if I may use the expression, in their hearts, to present the saints in the local meeting a chaste virgin to Christ. How pleased Christ will be at the rapture when He will have the assembly for Himself, for the first time complete. We should be concerned that the features that will rejoice His heart on that day are seen now. In however many or however few it may be, the Spirit of God will labour and secure what is precious to the heart of Christ, and what can minister to His heart, before the rapture. Christ has the heart of a Man and, as seen in Adam, there is a void there. Let us be labouring, beloved, that every one of our localities may have this character of the chaste virgin to Christ. 

That is what Paul laboured for. The Corinthian situation was not easy. There were difficulties there and the Corinthians looked so unlike the assembly. If you read the epistles through it seems that way, and yet he can address them in the first epistle as “the assembly of God which is in Corinth”, 1 Corinthians 1: 2. That is a different setting from what we are dealing with, and I do not go into it except just to point out that Paul could address them that way, he held them as the assembly. We need to hold our brethren locally in the light of the assembly. 

It involves hard labour, and it involves that we are marked by this jealousy, “For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy which is of God”. If things came in that were contrary to the chaste virgin to Christ, Paul would feel it much. He says in this very chapter, “Who is stumbled, and I burn not?” (2 Corinthians 11: 29). Think of what was in the inwards of Paul in relation to the assembly at Corinth. Let us, take on something, beloved, of that kind of service that would feel things inwardly if they are out of accord with a chaste virgin to Christ, and labour in order that there might be recovery to that. In Genesis 24, at the end of that journey, there was a conversation between the servant and Isaac. The servant told him all things that he had done (Genesis 24: 66). What joy there will be for the Spirit when His labours are over and Christ has the assembly for Himself. In the meantime He is desirous of forming a vessel that is suited to Him. 

I come to Acts 13 because you see there the working out of things in a locality. It is a very interesting locality, and there is much to learn from it. There is not time to go into it all, but those at Antioch were secured through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen (Acts 11: 19). The death of Stephen is very affecting, the kind of his death, and the brethren were scattered abroad. The enemy thought that he had achieved much in the death of Stephen; in the same way as he thought he had achieved much in the death of Christ, but it only furthered the work of God. So persons are secured at Antioch through the gospel, and the report comes to the ears of the assembly in Jerusalem, and they send Barnabas, a son of consolation, down to them. Barnabas sees the need of Saul and he went away to Tarsus to seek him out. Think of the unjealous spirit there was in Barnabas who could discern what the need was, and went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul who could meet that need. He brought Saul to Antioch, and they were there for a whole year, teaching a large crowd. But in chapter 13, it is not a crowd but “the assembly which was”; the word “there” is not in the original, although it is given in brackets in Mr. Darby’s translation. It is not a question of the location of the assembly, it is the assembly which was, a concrete result, the assembly is there in a wonderful way as a formation. 

So it says, “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26), that is they were Christ-like persons, and the Spirit of God can record the assembly which was. It tells us what marked that assembly, there were prophets and teachers. Now these are two characteristics that are absolutely necessary in our local assemblies; prophetic ministry and teaching. The teaching, if I might be permitted to say so, is perhaps more needed today than it ever was, because of the awful currency of bad teaching abroad. So it says there were prophets and teachers and it tells you who they were. Barnabas comes first and Saul comes at the end. Think of these men working together happily in the prophetic ministry and in the teaching in view of the welfare of the assembly there! It is a very beautiful picture. Let us examine matters in the light of the Scriptures; let us see how we stand in our own localities as to this matter of prophets and teachers. It says, “they were ministering to the Lord and fasting”. To minister to the Lord is the proper function of the local assembly. The local assembly is not for your good or my good; it is not for you or me or anyone else to bring in our own point of view. It is there for prophetic ministry and teaching, and the result is that there is a company of persons ministering to the Lord. How beautiful it is to think of the assembly for Christ. You can almost see what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 11 worked out at Antioch. They were espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

It also says they were fasting. I do not have much experience of that so I cannot say very much about it. But clearly they were concerned to deny even what was legitimate in view of the assembly in expression in that place. The remarkable thing about it is that “as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said”, the Spirit spoke. We are not told the way in which 

He spoke, but there was liberty in that assembly for the speaking of the Holy Spirit. It raises the question with us all whether there is liberty in the local assembly for the speaking of the Spirit? Has there been that ministering to the Lord and fasting? The denial of what is legitimate gives the Spirit liberty; it is as they were doing that that the Holy Spirit spoke. 

These are exercising matters, beloved, but let us hold to the great truth of the assembly; the assembly worked out in our localities, the greatest thing we can ever have. Let nothing come in to hinder or obstruct the working out of and the functioning of the assembly in our places, and let there be liberty for the Holy Spirit to speak. His authority was recognised at Antioch; that is very remarkable and affecting, and yet why should it be remarkable? It was normal that the authority of the Holy Spirit was there—“Separate me now Barnabas and Saul”—

there was no demur. What the Holy Spirit said was accepted. It says, “Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid their hands on them, they let them go”. There was a company of persons entirely subject to the Holy Spirit; the Spirit had free and unobstructed way in that locality. The question comes down as to whether He has free and unobstructed way in our places. May the Lord bless the word to us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
8 March 1997 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:18-25 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like. [19] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought [them] to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like. [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. [24] Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. [25] And they were both naked, Man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

2 Corinthians 11:1-3 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.

Acts 13:1-3 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Genesis 1:27 (JND) [27] And God created Man in his image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

2 Corinthians 11:29 (JND) [29] Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I burn not?

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:66 (JND) [66] And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Acts 11:19 (JND) [19] They then who had been scattered abroad through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen, passed through [the country] to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but to Jews alone.

Acts 11:26 (JND) [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

2 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ. …



BLESSING RESULTING FROM MAKING WAY

FOR WHAT IS SPIRITUAL 

A. P. Devenish 

Genesis 48: 8–19; Judges 1: 12–15; Luke 1: 57–63; John 1: 19–28 

I seek the Lord’s help to speak about the blessing that comes to us from making way in our lives for what is spiritual; by refusing the undue influence of the natural. Refusing the natural line of things takes moral courage. Peter says, “in your faith have also virtue”, 2 Peter 1: 5. I suppose a description of virtue would be moral courage. 

Joseph was a very great man, second only in Egypt to Pharoah. However, Jacob was the greater morally. “The inferior is blessed by the better”, Hebrews 7: 7. He is a man who is presented as having experience with God. It would seem that Joseph took advantage of Jacob’s frailty, that he was old and blind, to arrange the blessing of his sons according to his own thoughts. “And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand”, meaning that he arranged things deliberately and carefully so that his thoughts should be fulfilled. His thoughts were natural thoughts. But Jacob is acting according to the mind of God. Although he was unable to see, he has remarkable instincts; instincts that were first seen when at his birth, his hand took hold of Esau’s heel. But not only did he act instinctively but intelligently too. The passage says that he guided his hands intelligently. “But Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it on Ephraim’s head ... and his left hand on Manasseh’s head; guiding his hands intelligently for Manasseh was the firstborn”. Joseph resented this; “it was evil in his eyes”. 

How often we resent any interference in the pursuit of our thoughts instead of happily submitting to God’s thoughts. 

What a man Jacob is; what a father he is; what a knowledge he has of God, of His mind and will. He says, “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads”. He is morally superior to Joseph. The scripture says when Joseph resisted him saying, “ Not so, my father”, that “his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know”. He had the moral authority and courage to stand by the light that he had from God. Joseph bows to the will of God and the spiritual takes precedence over the natural. 

It is wonderful to see this remarkable man, Jacob, with such a devious history, now shining in moral glory. Through him God’s will prevails. We need to put our moral weight into the scales in our localities to ensure that the spiritual blessing is secured for the saints; that what is natural does not prevail. It has been said that Paul put the whole weight of his personality into the scales against the doctrine that came from Jerusalem which would have overthrown the truth of the glad tidings (Galatians 2). No matter how conspicuous certain persons were, Paul, with courage and spiritual power, did not hesitate to take sides with the truth against them and thus defeated the enemy’s attempt to subvert the glad tidings. No doubt such a stand will involve suffering, it will involve cost but the blessing of God is in mind. How much greater the blessing of God, the richness of God’s thoughts for His own, the glory of them, than anything we may pursue here on natural lines. 

In Genesis 48 we have a father and a son; in Judges a father and a daughter. The daughter is asking for springs of water. “She urged him to ask of her father the field”. What spiritual desires Achsah has. She is not pursuing natural desires, not what is bigger and better here. 

This is a daughter with her father and her husband. These relationships can be used for our enlargement and refreshment spiritually. “She urged him”. How do you urge your husband, dear sister? In what direction do you urge your husband? She urged him to ask of her father the field. How precious is such a desire. Then “she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou past given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs”. We see what the result is of a sister who has spiritual desires, not the pursuit of natural desires. What an influence you can have on your husband. “She urged”, that is a fine word. She says, “give me a blessing”, not better circumstances here; not what we can boast in here; not what would minister to our natural pride, but a spiritual blessing. A southern land would speak of divine favour; the enjoyment in our souls of the sunshine of the favour of God. A beloved servant has said that eternal life is like walking on the sunny side of the street. The sunny side is the side where God’s love is shining on us. Perhaps you have experience walking in the shade; cold and dark in the shadow of things here. Just cross the road, dear brethren, into the sunny side. Achsah had a taste for what is spiritual. Oh, to ask God to give us a taste for spiritual things. “No one having drunk old wine straightway wishes for the new, for he says. The old is better”, Luke 5: 39. Perhaps in our reading and entertainment, we prefer the old which ministers to our natural propensities. May the Lord awaken our desires to enjoy Christ where He is; to make way through self-judgment for the Holy Spirit to change our desires. 

Now, in Luke, I would like to speak of a mother and her son. It is remarkable how Elizabeth would not give in to the pressure of her kinsfolk in the naming of her child. She has the moral courage to stand by the word of God communicated by the angel. “Thou shalt call his name John”, Luke 1: 13. They say, “There is no one among thy kinsfolk who is called by this name”. They called it after the name of his father Zacharias. The kinsfolk do not often help us. They had heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy with her. That sounds very fine. 

But they would have perpetuated the natural; “And it came to pass on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they called it after the name of his father, Zacharias. And his mother answering said, No”. That was moral courage; it would not be easy to resist the influence of kinsfolk which was very strong. There is a great need to be able to say, No. 

Many things come into our lives that we give way to; we try to be men-pleasers. We surrender right principles for peace. This she did not but clearly says “No; but he shall be called John”. Then the scripture goes on to say, “And they made signs to his father as to what he might wish it to be called. 

And having asked for a writing-table, he wrote saying, John is his name”. The result was that “his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue, and he spake, blessing God”. The service of God is enriched. Elizabeth and Zacharias are committed to fulfilling the will and mind of God. They are on the Lord’s side. You remember the house of Levi stood by Moses in relation to the judgment of the people for setting up a golden calf for an idol. Moses said, 

“He that is for Jehovah, let him come to me”. How severe was the judgment; “Put every man his sword upon his hip ... and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour”, Exodus 32: 26, 27. 

Now I finish with a reference to John the baptist. John is able with moral courage to withstand the interest and influence of the priests and Levites from Jerusalem. No doubt he had been told by his father what his special mission in life was to be (see Luke 1: 76–80). But his mother, having so much to do with a child’s formation and character, would instil into him that God’s mind for him must take precedence over his natural desires. No doubt, of course, John was sovereignly raised up by God and he was what he was as being formed by divine tuition. 

We have strong negatives in this passage in John, chapter 1, showing that he would not be intimidated or flattered by these distinguished persons from Jerusalem. They ask him, “Thou, who art thou? And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. 

And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered. No”. This is the witness of John. “He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness. Make straight the path of the Lord”. Is that not a fine word, dear brethren? What is your witness, what is mine? Are we making straight the Lord’s path in our localities? 

We need to say, No! to the desire to be conspicuous. Paul says, referring again to Galatians, “But from those who were conspicuous as being somewhat—whatsoever they were, it makes no difference to me—God does not accept man’s person; for to me those who were conspicuous communicated nothing”, Galatians 2: 6. Nothing! Paul said elsewhere, “by God’s grace I am what I am”, 1 Corinthians 15: 10. They could not add anything to him. 

John goes on to say, “In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose”. He puts himself at the feet of Christ; his whole desire being to honour Him. In the next section John says, “A man comes after me who takes a place before me” (John 1: 30), and then, “John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, he said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit. And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God”, John 1: 32, 33. This beautiful section of scripture from which I have read so much, brings out the moral make-up of John the Baptist—I might say, the moral glory that shone in him making full way in his witness for the One who would outshine him and all others, the blessed Son of God. 

May we be encouraged, dear brethren, to thus make way for Christ; that the spiritual line of things may take precedence so that there is what is for the pleasure of God and for our blessing. May it be so in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Denton
20 January 1996 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 48:8-19 (JND) [8] And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these? [9] And Joseph said to his father, They are my sons, whom God has given me here. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, to me, that I may bless them. [10] But the eyes of Israel were heavy from age: he could not see. And he brought them nearer to him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. [11] And Israel said to Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face; and behold, God has let me see also thy seed. [12] And Joseph brought them out from his knees, and bowed down with his face to the earth. [13] And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought [them] near to him. [14] But Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] on Ephraim's head now he was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head; guiding his hands intelligently, for Manasseh was the firstborn. [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land! [17] When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it was evil in his eyes; and he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. [18] And Joseph said to his father, Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn: put thy right hand on his head. [19] But his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know: he also will become a people, and he also will be great; but truly his younger brother will be greater than he; and his seed will become the fulness of nations.

Judges 1:12-15 (JND) [12] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [13] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Luke 1:57-63 (JND) [57] But the time was fulfilled for Elizabeth that she should bring forth, and she gave birth to a son. [58] And her neighbours and kinsfolk heard that [the] Lord had magnified his mercy with her, and they rejoiced with her. [59] And it came to pass on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they called it after the name of his father, Zacharias. [60] And his mother answering said, No; but he shall be called John. [61] And they said to her, There is no one among thy kinsfolk who is called by this name. [62] And they made signs to his father as to what he might wish it to be called. [63] And having asked for a writing-table, he wrote saying, John is his name. And they all wondered.

John 1:19-28 (JND) [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? [26] John answered them saying, I baptise with water. In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, [27] he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose. [28] These things took place in Bethany, across the Jordan, where John was baptising.

2 Peter 1:5 (JND) [5] But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge,

Hebrews 7:7 (JND) [7] But beyond all gainsaying, the inferior is blessed by the better.

Galatians 2 (JND) [1] Then after a lapse of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with [me]; [2] and I went up according to revelation, and I laid before them the glad tidings which I preach among the nations, but privately to those conspicuous [among them], lest in any way I run or had run in vain; [3] (but neither was Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, compelled to be circumcised;) …

Genesis 48 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick. And he took with him his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim. [2] And one told Jacob and said, Behold, thy son Joseph is coming to thee. And Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. [3] And Jacob said to Joseph, The Almighty God appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, …

Luke 5:39 (JND) [39] And no one having drunk old wine [straightway] wishes for new, for he says, The old is better.

Luke 1:13 (JND) [13] But the angel said to him, Fear not, Zacharias, because thy supplication has been heard, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 32:26-27 (JND) [26] And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, He that is for Jehovah, [let him come] to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered to him. [27] And he said to them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Put every man his sword upon his hip; go and return from gate to gate through the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour.

Luke 1:76-80 (JND) [76] And *thou*, child, shalt be called [the] prophet of [the] Highest; for thou shalt go before the face of [the] Lord to make ready his ways; [77] to give knowledge of deliverance to his people by [the] remission of their sins [78] on account of [the] bowels of mercy of our God; wherein [the] dayspring from on high has visited us, [79] to shine upon them who were sitting in darkness and in [the] shadow of death, to guide our feet into [the] way of peace. [80] And the child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until the day of his shewing to Israel.

Galatians 2:6 (JND) [6] But from those who were conspicuous as being somewhat whatsoever they were, it makes no difference to me: God does not accept man's person; for to me those who were conspicuous communicated nothing;

1 Corinthians 15:10 (JND) [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me.

John 1:30 (JND) [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me;

John 1:32-33 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit.



THE SPEAKING OF DIVINE PERSONS

J. Spinks 

Mark 9: 2–8; 10: 46–52; Hebrews 4: 1–7 

I wish to say something about the speaking of divine Persons. In the first scripture we have the Father’s voice, then we have the speaking of Jesus, and in Hebrews 4 we have the voice of the Spirit. I think that these scriptures would bring out that each divine Person would have something to say to us. These three disciples, Peter, James and John were brought into a very favoured position, an area where they were able to behold the glory of Christ and to hear, the Father’s voice concerning Him, “This is my beloved Son”. In some respects a gospel preaching is like that. There is no more favoured spot on earth than where you can hear, 

“God’s glad tidings ... concerning his Son ... Jesus Christ our Lord”, Romans 1: 2–4. This was a unique occasion, of course, and these three men were specially selected, but God will speak to you and show you something in a gospel preaching if you have eyes to see and ears to hear. There was one man in the Old Testament who said, “Let me, I pray thee, see thy glory” (see Exodus 33: 18); think of a man making a request like that to God. God will never disappoint persons who make that kind of request. He is prepared to show you great things. 

Men have built up a system of things independent of God, and they have made great advances in the field of education, science, etc., but what is man’s vaunted glory compared with the glory of God. In assuming to be able to go on without God they really glory in their shame; that is the truth of the matter, and God will sweep it all away finally. In spite of all man’s opposition and rejection God is still announcing His glorious glad tidings; it is God’s glad tidings concerning His Son. God has found His full delight in the blessed Man who is in His presence and through the gospel He is bringing others into it. He would love to bring you into sharing, in some measure, His joy in Christ, the One who has accomplished everything for His glory. 

God has never left Himself without witness; right from the beginning God had a witness in creation, which still stands of course. Men seek to set it aside, they bring forward their foolish theories and ideas, all with a view to setting God aside. Think of man assuming to pit his puny mind against the mind of God, when the whole testimony of creation stands as a glorious witness to the eternal power of God. In creation, every day, every night, there is a powerful testimony to man to the glory of God, to His eternal power and divinity. Then in the flood God rendered testimony to man that He would not tolerate sin. The flood was God’s righteous judgment against all the violence and corruption that had come in, and those who populated the earth after the flood had that testimony. It says, “knowing God, they glorified him not as God ... but fell into folly in their thoughts”, Romans 1: 21. That was not just knowing Him as Creator, but as One, who because of His moral attributes, could not tolerate sin, and that testimony was rejected. It is sobering to think of how men went right in the face of the knowledge of God into folly, bringing forward creatures as objects of worship. Think of men doing that, deliberately rejecting God, and glorifying the creature more than Him who created it. 

Yet God went on with men in the face of that. He will not be thwarted in His thoughts of blessing. He chose a people for Himself; displaying His power in redeeming them and bringing them out of Egypt. He gave them a law which would have brought great blessing and prosperity had they been able to keep it. In the end it only brought out the incorrigible nature of the heart of man, constantly rejecting the God who has nothing in His heart but blessing for His creature. Finally, after man had rejected every overture of God. He sent His own Son. What a wonderful testimony! Not a testimony to a God of judgment but a God of love. At the cross of Christ the great work of redemption was accomplished, so that God is able to extend forgiveness to the vilest sinner. The cross of Christ bears witness to the love of God, and God is now speaking in the person of the Son. It is the final testimony; everything is finalised in Christ. So these three disciples are brought into this area where the Lord Jesus is being honoured by the Father, and in the gospel God would desire to bring you into the appreciation of the blessed Man who has accomplished everything for His glory. 

Peter says here, “let us make three tabernacles, for thee one, and for Moses one, and for Elias one”. There are persons who do that; they give a certain place to Christ but would place others on the same level. It is a sorrowful thing that there are books that profess to be Christian, where Christ is placed alongside so-called Christian leaders. Not that I am saying that Peter belongs to that element, he was quickly adjusted, but there are those who would place fallible human beings alongside the glorious Son of God. Let us beware of these things. 

Christ stands in His own uniqueness, “This is my beloved Son: hear him”; there is no speaking after the Son. Formerly God spoke in many parts and in many ways through the prophets; in His grace and long-suffering He has pleaded with men, but now there is only one Man before God and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter makes reference in his epistle to being with Him on the holy mount and hearing the Father’s voice, “such a voice”, 2 Peter 1: 17. 

The Father is speaking now; He is pointing to Christ and inviting you to share His joy in His beloved Son. The invitation goes out, it is the great celebration of subsisting righteousness. 

Nothing really subsisted before Christ, everything was provisional. It says, “the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”, John 1: 17. After the Lord came everything was established on the basis of His death and resurrection. As we were saying this afternoon, resurrection is the great platform on which God is going to recover everything, the whole universe, for His pleasure. He was delivered for our offences and raised for our justification; that is to say we are justified on the basis of the resurrection of Christ. God justifies us for another world; a world that is centred in Christ, and populated by persons who have an appreciation of that blessed Man. Every circle in the world to come, and through the eternal day, will be centred in Christ. What a wonderful thing! Will you not come? Is anyone here going to refuse the invitation? I wish I could speak more feelingly and with more heart as to the greatness of Christ. How glorious He is! Would to God that everyone here would hearken to the Father’s voice, and come into line with His thoughts about Christ. 

I would like to refer now to the Lord’s voice. In Mark 10 we see the Lord moving in testimony, very close to the time of His death. An aspect of this passage is that the day of grace is drawing to a close. We are coming to the end of this century; God has kept the door of mercy open for almost two thousand years, but we are drawing near to the day when it will be closed. Men make great plans for the millennium. They refer to the millennium celebrations, but how futile it is to make plans without reference to God; they will all come to nought. God has His own plans. I do not say that they will coincide exactly with the end of this century, times and seasons are in the Father’s hand, but we can be assured of this, that all God’s plans will come to glorious fruition. So here the Lord coming to the end of His pathway and a blind man is brought in through mercy. It is a beautiful section of scripture. 

Think of that blessed Man, having in His heart the resolving of the whole question of sin on Calvary’s cross, standing still at the voice of a blind beggar. What a wonderful expression of the grace of God. What I had especially in mind in this passage are the beautiful words of the Saviour, “What wilt thou that I shall do to thee?” Here is the blessed Man into whose hands the Father has entrusted all power in heaven and earth, and He is making this request to a blind beggar, “What wilt thou that I should do to thee?”. 

I wish to speak simply; whatever problem you may have, the Lord Jesus is able for it. This man had a specific problem; for you it may be that the question of your sins has not yet been resolved. I would appeal to you to have to do with the Saviour today. Be like this man, cry out “Jesus, have mercy on me”. Then there may be other matters that burden us, but here is One who is able for all our problems; let us learn to trust Him, to trust Him completely. Men make promises, and political parties put forward proposals and promises which they can never fulfil; even when they seek to do good their power is very limited. Here is One who has unlimited power and He is expressing it in the grace of God towards a poor needy sinner. I say again, let us learn to trust Him. It is a question of faith. Do we believe that He is able for everything? Some exercises burden us for years, but here is One who is able for every matter that we have to face. How wonderful this dispensation is! The Lord Jesus is no longer on the cross. He is no longer in the grave. He has been given honour and glory. All the power of God is in the hand of a Man who desires your blessing. He is looking round this room, I speak simply, and He is looking into your heart; He is seeking to gain an entrance there so that He can fill it with His love. 

I pass on now to Hebrews where we have the voice of the Spirit. It is a rather complicated passage to read but what it really means is that the people had come so far but they did not go the full way. Mr. Raven spoke about the danger of coming short of the purpose of God. I would make an appeal to the young people to ask themselves the question, What is God’s purpose for me? God would love to disclose to you the purposes of His love; these great thoughts of blessing that were in His heart before the foundation of the world. There are many things that hinder us from entering into the enjoyment of them; the attractions of the world, the lust of the flesh, things that we find in our own hearts. These are real difficulties, but there is power in the Spirit of God to overcome them. 

I would like to close with an appeal to hearken to the voice of the Spirit, “Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. You say, I would not harden my heart. But it is so easy to turn a deaf ear, to let other things crowd in to take away the effect of the word. The voice of the Spirit is really for those who are set for the will of God. In the book of Revelation the commandments of, the Lord Jesus are set out very clearly, then it says, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”, Revelation 3: 22. I would like to bring it home to every one of us, right now it is a question of, “Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. We must look beyond the weakness of the vessel and see that it is the Spirit who is speaking. The point in this passage is the great matter of entering into God’s rest. God has found His rest in Christ, and there is a great realm of blessing available for the believer. It will soon be entered into in a full way, but it is important to realise that everything lies in the Spirit. We referred today to the realm of the Spirit; there is the realm of the flesh, we all know well what that is, but there is also the realm of the Spirit. 

It is an area that is permeated by the love of God. We are enjoined to keep ourselves in the love of God (Jude 21). How can we do that? Only by the Holy Spirit of God. 

Do not turn aside the message, however feebly spoken. The Father is speaking, He is drawing attention to His beloved Son and the glorious work that He has accomplished. The Son is speaking, He is appealing to come. Come to Him, come to the Saviour. The Spirit is speaking, He is speaking in tones of great love and urgency too. I firmly believe that. There is a certain urgency about the present time because we are drawing near the end of this wonderful dispensation, and the appeal is going out, “Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. Come into the blessing. I speak to myself as much as anyone, because I know my own heart and the many things, that hinder the full enjoyment of these things. The Spirit would open up the glories of Christ to us. It speaks about the unsearchable riches of the Christ”, Ephesians 3: 8. Who of us can say much about these things? I would desire to know more about them, as I am sure we all would. It says, “the word of the report did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard”. The report has come to us, it has come from heaven, but it must be received in faith. When mixed with faith the Spirit comes in and helps us, joins its help to our weakness. I have been thinking a little about that. In Romans 5 it says, “we being still sinners, Christ has died for us” (Romans 5: 8). That is very wonderful; it shows how God has met the whole question of sin to His eternal satisfaction when there was nothing in us to merit His favour. The believer stands on the ground of God’s righteousness and nothing can alter that. Then there is another verse which says, “for we being still without strength, in the due time Christ has died for the ungodly” (Romans 5: 6). That is a very searching thing because the matter of being without strength, in a certain sense, never leaves us; the weakness of the flesh, the weakness of the human condition never leaves us as long as we are here. Thank God that in His grace He has made full provision for this. The Spirit joins its help to our weakness; not only to fulfil righteousness, but to strengthen us in order that we should enter into the realm of divine purpose where God has centred everything in Christ. Well, I just leave the message, and trust that it will come home to every one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
25 August 1996 
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Scripture references

Mark 9:2-8 (JND) [2] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter and James and John, and takes them up on a high mountain by themselves apart. And he was transfigured before them: [3] and his garments became shining, exceeding white [as snow], such as fuller on earth could not whiten [them]. [4] And there appeared to them Elias with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. [5] And Peter answering says to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good that we should be here; and let us make three tabernacles, for thee one, and for Moses one, and for Elias one. [6] For he knew not what he should say, for they were filled with fear. [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [8] And suddenly having looked around, they no longer saw any one, but Jesus alone with themselves.

Mark 10:46-52 (JND) [46] And they come to Jericho, and as he was going out from Jericho, and his disciples and a large crowd, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, the blind [man], sat by the wayside begging. [47] And having heard that it was Jesus the Nazaraean, he began to cry out and to say, O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me. [48] And many rebuked him, that he might be silent; but he cried so much the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. [49] And Jesus, standing still, desired him to be called. And they call the blind [man], saying to him, Be of good courage, rise up, he calls thee. [50] And, throwing away his garment, he started up and came to Jesus. [51] And Jesus answering says to him, What wilt thou that I shall do to thee? And the blind [man] said to him, Rabboni, that I may see. [52] And Jesus said to him, Go, thy faith has healed thee. And he saw immediately, and followed him in the way.

Hebrews 4:1-7 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. [4] For he has said somewhere of the seventh [day] thus, And God rested on the seventh day from all his works: [5] and in this again, If they shall enter into my rest. [6] Seeing therefore it remains that some enter into it, and those who first received the glad tidings did not enter in on account of not hearkening to the word, [7] again he determines a certain day, saying, in David, 'To-day,' after so long a time; (according as it has been said before), To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …

Romans 1:2-4 (JND) [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Exodus 33:18 (JND) [18] And he said, Let me, I pray thee, see thy glory.

Romans 1:21 (JND) [21] Because, knowing God, they glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but fell into folly in their thoughts, and their heart without understanding was darkened:

2 Peter 1:17 (JND) [17] For he received from God [the] Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom *I* have found my delight;

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

Revelation 3:22 (JND) [22] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Jude 1:21 (JND) [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Romans 5:6 (JND) [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly.
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