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DELIVERANCE OUT OF THE PRESENT EVIL WORLD

J. D. Gray 

Genesis 11: 1–8; Deuteronomy 32: 8; Genesis 18: 16–25, 32, 33; 19: 27, 28; Exodus 3: 1–8 (to “honey”); Galatians 1: 3–5 

I have an exercise to say something about deliverance out of the present evil world. That is what led me to these scriptures. It is very interesting that Paul in his opening remarks to the saints in Galatia says, “Grace to you, and peace, from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father”. What an incentive to us to take advantage of that deliverance! All that stood in the way of it He removed, with a view to our getting the gain of His work and being delivered from the present evil world. 

You will notice that I have read of occasions of God coming down. I had in mind mainly the two matters; God coming down to Abraham, and God coming down to Moses. I thought to preface what I had to say by referring to God coming down in regard to humanity in Genesis 11. There is a need to understand God’s relations with peoples, and this scripture affords light as to that matter. The setting in Genesis 11 is that after the flood the whole earth had one language. It was not God’s thought, according to an earlier reference in Genesis, that man should live in one area only in the earth. His thought was that man should multiply and fill the earth as families. No doubt divine Persons had something in mind in that apart from the side of nations. God had something in mind in man filling the earth as families; but man refused to do that. The peoples refused to do that, thy sought to live in a conurbation, a city, rather than be scattered over the face of the whole earth. They sought to build a city whose top should reach to the heavens. But God came down. God has created man, and He never gives up His interest in man as a being that He created. He removed the antediluvian world in His mercy and His judgment. Another believer on the Lord Jesus has said, ‘Every right-minded person would be thankful that God removed the evil that was in the antediluvian world’. Then He brought in Noah and his families. He gave man the right of government which did not exist before the flood, and He desired that they would fill the earth and populate it, but man refused to do that, so God comes down judicially. He comes down to take account of the peoples of the earth. He has never given up that attitude, and He takes account of their schemes and what they will do. He says, “now will they be hindered in nothing that they meditate doing. Come, let us go down”, divine Persons conferring with One Another in regard to man. How God drew near to man! There may have been persons among these peoples who were sympathetic with God. I say that because Genesis 9 brings out, “Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Shem” (Genesis 9: 26), the families of Shem were there. They might have been sympathetic with God but could do nothing to thwart the progress of man to build this city. God confounds their language, He scatters them. 

God did not scatter man to put him at a disadvantage to Himself. I would like to bring out how God has considered for men in every dispensation in regard to the light they had. He scatters them, but Deuteronomy 32 shows that in the scattering He sets them in relation to Israel. It says, 

“When the Most High assigned to the nations their inheritance, When he separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the peoples, According to the number of the children of Israel”. 

That is the family with which He was in relationship. I want to show how God considered for humanity in every dispensation; that in scattering men to limit evil and thwart their purposes, He did not scatter them randomly, He scattered them according to ordained times. Paul says in Acts 17, “having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, that they may seek God” (Acts 17: 26, 27). He scattered them in view of their coming into a knowledge of Himself. But man did not avail himself of that. There was failure in Israel, and there was failure in humanity generally. 

Idolatry came in to draw men away from God. What had not happened before the flood now took place after the flood. The devil took advantage of the situation and came between God and man; he set himself up as God, the god of this world according to the New Testament. Satan set himself up and drew man into idolatry. So there is a governmental line that runs along after that. 

Romans 1 brings out the governmental side that follows on the refusal of man to take advantage of the divine ordaining of his boundaries, in setting him in relation to the sons of Israel, the family with whom God was in relationship. Man despised that. It says in Genesis 10, verse 21, “And to Shem—to him also were sons born; he is the father of all the sons of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder”. It has been pointed out helpfully that Japheth the elder, as possessed of an elder brother’s title, despised Shem (see J. N. Darby Synopsis Vol.1, p.21). Then there is Ham who set himself up to develop empires according to Genesis 10, verses 6 to 12. The line of things that came in with the idolatry is described for us in Romans 1, “For there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness. Because” (Romans 1: 18, 19), it has often been pointed out, the word because shows God acts morally. God acted morally in the scattering of men in Genesis 11 where we read, because of their pride to set something up over against the desires of God and their animosity in relation to what was in heaven. He acted morally and judged them. So in Romans 1 it says, “Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested it to them—for from the world’s creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity—so as to render them inexcusable” (Romans 1: 19, 20). 

Then there is another line of things that comes in through idolatry, “Because, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but fell into folly in their thoughts, and their heart without understanding was darkened—professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and quadrupeds and reptiles. Wherefore God gave them up also in the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness, to dishonour their bodies between themselves: who changed the truth of God into falsehood, and honoured and served the creature more than him who had created it, who is blessed for ever. Amen” (Romans 1: 21–25). It says later, “God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things” (Romans 1: 28). That is the line of things that came into this world through men despising the light that was available, despising God. God brought in a governmental line in relation to man. It is a sober thing to consider. Where light is despised, government follows. That is true. It was so in Genesis 11 where God set up an arrangement of things for their blessing at that time by scattering them and setting them in relation to the sons of Israel. But they despised that and then they thought it not good to have God in their knowledge, leading on to the corruption that came into the world. 

Genesis 18 brings out the line that God resorted to, and it continues to the present time, that is the line of faith. God is still interested in peoples. He has put government in the hands of men. I do not have time to go into the whole line of things related to government in their hands, God’s throne in Israel and the failure of that line of things, and God establishing authority under the gentiles; indirect government, God still retaining His position as Lord of the heavens and of the earth. But what I want to stress is that God has an interest in humanity in their affairs. God is still looking at the cities of men. Job speaks about, “thou Observer of men”, Job 7: 20. How wide is His interest! We are not now speaking about assembly interests, but we are speaking about testimonial interests. God always had His interest in peoples, but when you come to Abraham He has a point of contact in the scene of the world, and that is the line of faith. Once He established that, taking Abraham out from the idolatry of the world, calling him out to be separate, God has maintained the line of faith throughout every dispensation since then. It comes down to our day in the Christian dispensation. He is moving judicially in regard to what is taking place in the cities of men. God will hold the magistrates of the cities of men responsible for what they allow in them. 

But coming down to Abraham, He has a point of contact with one who is morally apart from the world. I would like to appeal to us. Are we morally apart from the life of the cities of men? Abraham was morally apart from the life of Sodom and Gomorrah. Sodom and Gomorrah are the end of a line of humanity that has despised God. God comes down to Abraham having a point of contact. I would like to raise a question with us; Are we in the same place as Abraham in the cities in which we live? God came down because He was refreshed in Abraham’s company. Think of God having a place in the cities of men where He can come to be refreshed, and then to disclose His mind! I would say, Oh to be among such persons! What a comfort to divine Persons in relation to the judicial line that they are proceeding with, in regard to the world and in regard to Sodom and Gomorrah, that God could come to Abraham. And then it says, “the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them. And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” He did not want to hide from Abraham what He was about to do. Are you amongst, am I amongst the persons that have the divine mind? It 

can only be if we are morally apart from the lives of unregenerate men in the cities in which we live. 

There is a line of living in the world that despises the institution of marriage. It has led to the development of what was in Sodom. We are living in such a world. Let us keep ourselves apart from it morally. We cannot keep apart from it physically altogether, we live in the world, we live in the cities of men, but we want to be apart from them morally. We want to be in the place of intercession. Two men come before us in this section. Abraham primarily, and in the next chapter Lot. Lot was a magistrate in Sodom, but he had no power there, they would not hearken to him. But Abraham had power with God. How God appreciated Abraham’s intercession, one He could confide in. God appreciates the saints. Saints mean holy ones, that is persons apart from evil. Let us keep ourselves apart from the moral evil of the cities in which we live. I appeal to the brethren, I appeal to the younger people, Have a moral judgment of what goes on. Marriage is a divine institution. The younger people here, if the Lord should delay His coming, will be tested by that. We live in a world where there are alternative arrangements, that is the world of Sodom and Gomorrah. It lies under God’s judicial judgment. In grace, God has not acted in judgment yet. How we need to protect the young people, protect them by the truth, so that in the schools they do not come under the influence of alternative arrangements in society, man and man, and woman and woman. That is what is coming to light in these cities in which we live, magistrates giving cognisance to it. 

Abraham is apart from that but he is concerned about it, concerned about believers, concerned about men. 

We are thankful we live in the day of the grace of God. I appeal to all of us to exercise a moral judgment, a judgment of good and evil. God acts always in a moral way. His judgments are moral, they have to do with good and evil. God values a man like Abraham, 

and Abraham appreciates having the mind of God. So in Genesis 19 he went to the place where he stood before Jehovah, where the mind of God was known. I appeal to you, Where is the mind of God known in our cities? Where will you find the mind of God? Saul of Tarsus was directed to the city to find the mind of God. That was not simply the city of Damascus, that was among His saints; among God’s saints in the city of Damascus was where he would find the mind of God. What a resource we have that we can go to the place as Abraham did, 

“the place where he had stood before Jehovah”. He has the divine viewpoint, he is in the place where the mind of God is known. Where would you find the mind of God in this city? 

God values a man who appreciates the place where His mind is known. It says in Corinthians that a man comes in among the saints, he is convicted, he says, God is indeed amongst you (1 

Corinthians 14: 25). What a matter that is to be in the place where God is among His people, and to receive help through the mind of God being known there; not only the mind of God in regard to assembly matters, but the mind of God in regard to the whole breadth of humanity. 

The day of grace is now, but God is going to move judicially. He has halted it pending the world being in the present position of reconciliation provisionally, but He is saying to you and me, to live apart from the moral evil in the cities in which we are because He is going to destroy them. Would you want to be a believer that is saved as by fire? Lot thought he could influence Sodom. It says in Peter’s epistle, he “tormented his righteous soul day after day with their lawless works”, 2 Peter 2: 8. How futile it is to live in a world and think you can change it. You cannot change it, but you can live apart from it, and pray for men. Intercession is greater than participation. Your influence with God will be greater in assembly prayer than it would be participating in the councils of the cities in which we live. God has not given up peoples, He has followed peoples. All the families that are there in Genesis 10 will come up for judgment in the 

day to come. God has not forgotten about the families of Japheth or Ham or Shem; they will all have to give an account. God will see to that! God finds comfort in persons in the line of faith in whom He can confide. Oh to be among such in a world of idolatry and dissoluteness. 

In Exodus 3 He comes down in another way, He comes down in mercy. Moses was interested in divine things. What does he see? A bush that is burning, and the bush is not consumed. 

What does it mean? It means that God came down amongst His people. “And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians”. He came down in the burning bush; He came down in Jesus. That is why I gave out that hymn that we started with; the Lord of glory coming down from above, a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger growing up amongst men, and humanity was not consumed. What a thing that is! It is not judicial now. God came down judicially in Genesis 11, although in mercy too in view of man’s blessing, and then He came down to see the state of things in Sodom and Gomorrah; He acted judicially. He has not acted judicially in regard to the cities we are in at the present time, but He will act, so be apart morally. Now He has come down in Jesus to bless and to deliver. He came down among men and He did not consume them. Oh the Lord of glory in the gospels, how He attracts the heart! How we love the gospels, seeing that heavenly Stranger move amongst humanity. What He took away in His power He bore in His spirit. How blessed the Lord of glory was, the Lord Jesus. 

It says in Galatians where we read, “our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”. He wants to deliver you. Think of the mercy of God coming down in a manner which would attract our hearts. The Lord Jesus was a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. He grew up to be a Boy, He grew up to be a Man. 

Wherever He went He did good. He healed all who were oppressed of the devil, the Lord of glory. How touching it is. He still remains the Saviour for sinners. He has saved us from our sins. It says here, “who gave himself for our sins”. I speak to a company that is in the gain of that. He brought us into the presence of God reconciled. Not in provisional reconciliation, the world stands in provisional reconciliation on account of propitiation, but substitution involves that persons are reconciled, brought to God in Christ, brought back to God in another Man to be for His pleasure. Will you not seek to get the gain of this deliverance, “that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”? Am I living in the gain of the deliverance that Jesus has wrought? “Who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father”. Why should it be according to the will of our God and Father? Because He desires to have us for Himself, sanctified persons, sanctified in relation to divine things, set apart from this world. 

I appeal to all, are we caught up in the world? It may not be the world of Sodom, but are we caught up in the world, the world of Egypt and man’s resources, the religious world and all it goes on with? What world am I caught up in? Divine Persons would have us to be free from that. The appeal is that the Lord Jesus gave Himself for our sins to deliver us; He did that with a view to delivering us from the present evil world. Will He not sustain us? Surely He will sustain us. He has the power to deliver us because He has removed the liabilities that lay upon us, He has removed guilt from our conscience as believers. Sins involve guilt on the conscience. He has removed guilt from the conscience. He has set us at liberty in the divine presence. When our sins were gone, what did we experience? We experienced liberty in the divine presence. While our sins remained, did we desire the divine presence? No! I did not. Once we are drawn to Christ we come to be saved in the power of His life. What a blessed thing that is. 

May our hearts be drawn to the Lord Jesus as the One who can deliver us from the present evil world. I appeal to the young particularly, Are you delivered from the present evil world? 

The world of Sodom and Gomorrah is going on to judgment. Let us desire to be among those who, like the Thessalonian saints, “await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 10. Let us be among those who have the present sense of deliverance, and have an appreciation of the Lord Jesus, “who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”. You cannot live in a vacuum. None of us can live in a vacuum. If you are delivered out of the present evil world you must be introduced to another world where Christ is the sun and centre. Paul preached Jesus as the Son of God. Do you know Him as the Son of God, the One who would give you a place in His building? Come under the touch of the Son of God. 

Persons who are living in the present evil world know little or nothing of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, for He is building a house over which He is Son for God’s glory and praise in the present time. 

May our hearts be drawn to the Lord of glory. The princes of this age did not know Him. Paul says that if they had known Him they would not have crucified Him. I appeal to you, do you know the Lord of glory? If you know the Lord of glory all other lords will disappear before your view. “This is my beloved Son—hear him”, Mark 9: 7. There is only one Person to listen to, and that is Christ, the One who was transfigured, the One in whom the Father finds His delight. May our hearts be drawn to Him, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
14 June 1997 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 11:1-8 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. [4] And they said, Come on, let us build ourselves a city and a tower, the top of which [may reach] to the heavens; and let us make ourselves a name, lest we be scattered over the face of the whole earth. [5] And Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower which the children of men built. [6] And Jehovah said, Behold, the people is one, and have all one language; and this have they begun to do. And now will they be hindered in nothing that they meditate doing. [7] Come, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. [8] And Jehovah scattered them thence over the face of the whole earth. And they left off building the city.

Deuteronomy 32:8 (JND) [8] When the Most High assigned to the nations their inheritance, When he separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the peoples According to the number of the children of Israel.

Genesis 18:16-33 (JND) [16] And the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them. [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him. [20] And Jehovah said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grievous, [21] I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come to me; and if not, I will know [it]. [22] And the men turned thence, and went towards Sodom; and Abraham remained yet standing before Jehovah. [23] And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also cause the righteous to perish with the wicked? [24] There are perhaps fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not forgive the place for the sake of the fifty righteous that are therein? [25] Far be it from thee to do so, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous should be as the wicked far be it from thee! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right? [26] And Jehovah said, If I find at Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will forgive all the place for their sakes. [27] And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have ventured to speak unto the Lord; I, who am dust and ashes. …

Genesis 19:27-28 (JND) [27] And Abraham rose early in the morning [and went] to the place where he had stood before Jehovah; [28] and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and lo, a smoke went up from the land as the smoke of a furnace.

Exodus 3:1-8 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God. [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Galatians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father; [5] to whom [be] glory to the ages of ages. Amen.

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

Genesis 9 (JND) [1] And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. [2] And let the fear of you and the dread of you be upon every animal of the earth, and upon all fowl of the heavens: upon all that moveth [on] the ground; and upon all the fishes of the sea: into your hand are they delivered. [3] Every moving thing that liveth shall be food for you: as the green herb I give you everything. …

Genesis 9:26 (JND) [26] And he said, Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Shem, And let Canaan be his bondman.

Deuteronomy 32 (JND) [1] Give ear, ye heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth! [2] My doctrine shall drop as rain, My speech flow down as dew, As small rain upon the tender herb, And as showers on the grass. [3] For the name of Jehovah will I proclaim: Ascribe greatness unto our God! …

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Acts 17:26-27 (JND) [26] and has made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole face of the earth, having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, [27] that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us:

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Genesis 10:21 (JND) [21] And to Shem to him also were [sons] born; he is the father of all the sons of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder.

Genesis 10:6-12 (JND) [6] And the sons of Ham: Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. [7] And the sons of Cush: Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. [8] And Cush begot Nimrod: he began to be mighty on the earth. [9] He was a mighty hunter before Jehovah; therefore it is said, As Nimrod, the mighty hunter before Jehovah! [10] And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. [11] From that land went out Asshur, and built Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, [12] and Resen, between Nineveh and Calah: this is the great city.

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 1:18-19 (JND) [18] For there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness. [19] Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested [it] to them,

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 1:19-20 (JND) [19] Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested [it] to them, [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Romans 1:21-25 (JND) [21] Because, knowing God, they glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but fell into folly in their thoughts, and their heart without understanding was darkened: [22] professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, [23] and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into [the] likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and quadrupeds and reptiles. [24] Wherefore God gave them up [also] in the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness, to dishonour their bodies between themselves: [25] who changed the truth of God into falsehood, and honoured and served the creature more than him who had created [it], who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Romans 1:28 (JND) [28] And according as they did not think good to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things;

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Job 7:20 (JND) [20] Have I sinned, what do I unto thee, thou Observer of men? Why hast thou set me as an object of assault for thee, so that I am become a burden to myself?

Genesis 19 (JND) [1] And the two angels came to Sodom at even. And Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. And Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he bowed down, the face toward the ground, [2] and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and lodge, and wash your feet; and ye shall rise up early, and go on your way. And they said, No; but we will pass the night in the open place. [3] And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house. And he made them a repast, and baked unleavened cakes; and they ate. …

2 Peter 2:8 (JND) [8] (for the righteous man through seeing and hearing, dwelling among them, tormented [his] righteous soul day after day with [their] lawless works,)

Genesis 10 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and to them were sons born after the flood. [2] The sons of Japheth: Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. [3] And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. …

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Mark 9:7 (JND) [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.



THE LORD COMING JUDICIALLY

W. Lamont 

Revelation 1: 12–18; 2: 5, 6, 16, 25; 3: 3–11, 20–22 

We speak much and rightly, beloved brethren, of seeing Jesus where He is, a wonderful privilege; by faith we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour (Hebrews 2: 9). That is His present position, irrevocable, it can never be reversed, it can never be interfered with; He is installed in the highest spot in the glory. God has made Him both Lord and Christ. No matter what the enemy might do, he can never interfere with that, what Christ has been made as Man, glorified in the presence of the Father. I trust every one here, young and old, has seen that glorious sight by faith, Jesus crowned with glory and honour. It is a privilege to be able to do so by faith and have a link with Him where He is. One’s exercise for this address is that it is equally important we should see the Lord in His present judicial appearing. The dispensation had not gone on long here and John is writing of the Lord appearing in judicial garb, but this goes on till the end, the Lord having direct relations with every one of the assemblies. 

Alas, in God’s ways there are no assemblies consisting of believers walking in the light of Christ and the assembly in these parts now. That is a solemn thing to take account of. Why, in God’s ways, it should be so, who knows. Paul at one stage could say, “all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. It was not that they had ceased to be Christians, but they had turned away from Paul. It is like the day that we live in. A great test for every believer today is not only our relations with Christ as Lord and as Head, but how we stand related to Paul’s ministry. So those in Asia had turned their back on Paul. He speaks not only about these assemblies but he speaks about an individual, “Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age”, 2 Timothy 4: 10. I was interested in a remark of Mr. Darby’s as to that, he wrote, ‘It is not said that Demas had ceased to be a Christian—had publicly renounced the Lord; but it was not in his heart to bear the cross with the apostle’. Synopsis Vol. 5, p.153. That is worth thinking about in the day in which we live. We need to be more evangelical, beloved brethren, I am sure of that. Preaching in the open air, and other evangelical activity is very much needed, but I think today, as always, the enemy is out to divert us on to a certain line, which leads to consideration for man at the expense of considering for God. 

The Lord appears here judicially, and I think we need to get a view of Him as John sees Him here. How affected John was! He had lain in His bosom, he had leaned on His breast, and now he saw Him in this judicial garb. John says, “when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead”. 

What an effect it had upon John, the Lord appearing judicially, I stress that. He is not appearing in love to these local assemblies, though His love lies behind it, but He is appearing judicially, “girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle”, meaning His affections are restrained. I want to press that point, the Lord’s affections were restrained because of the conditions in these local assemblies. Only to two of them, Smyrna and Philadelphia, the Lord has nothing to say at all in the way of criticism. He speaks positively to Smyrna which, as, we know, was a suffering assembly, and also to Philadelphia where the elements of brotherly love were known. 

John fell at His feet as dead, then says, “and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one: and I became dead”. What a thing that was, the Lord Himself saying that, “I became dead”. He was saying, in the words of the type, I went out by way of the Jordan—“What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. What a thing that was, the Jordan speaking of the death of Christ when the waters rose and stood up in a heap, as far back as Adam (Joshua 3: 16). What a sight it must have been! Someone said that the waters standing up as a heap was death saluting a superior. The only One who had the right to live went that way, by way of the Jordan as shown in the type of the ark. So the Lord is indicating to John and to every one of us here, that if we are to be in the testimony rightly we must go that way, the way of the Jordan as representing death. I wonder how many of us know what that is, not only the Red Sea aspect of the death of Christ, that is, His death for us, but the truth of the Jordan, that is my death with Him. It is very important. These things are all in the good teaching that we should be reading so as to be in the gain of them. 

He is telling John, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages”. That is, He is a risen Man and He is in control of the whole situation; there was failure in these assemblies but He has not yielded control. The Lord says at the end of Matthew, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”, (Matthew 28: 18). He is not giving up that control to anyone. He will maintain it till the end. No matter what failure there may be in any one of us or in any local assembly, the Lord is going to maintain control right to the end. Then He says, “and have the keys of death and of hades”. That is He is in control of everything. That is a great comfort, dear brethren, to know that the One whom we love is in control. He became dead, it was an act of His own, just as coming into manhood was an act of His own, the Word became flesh, it was not imposed upon Him. The Authorised Version says that the Word was made flesh, but the Darby translation says that He became flesh (John 1: 14), an act of His own; just as it is here. He became dead, an act of His own, no one took His life from Him (John 10: 18). 

Well, He appears to these assemblies, and you will observe that the verses I have read refer to Him coming. 

What we look forward to is the Lord coming for His saints when the dead in Christ shall rise first, and we the living who remain shall be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air and we shall be always with the Lord. That ought to be the hope in the heart of every Christian. You will observe however that many of these scriptures refer, not to the rapture or the appearing, but to His coming in judicially in certain of these local assemblies. That is a very solemn thing. There is the side of divine sovereignty, and we are here because of divine sovereignty, but clearly we are here also on our responsibility, and we are to live up to our responsibility. I am quite sure, as has been seen in the history of the testimony (which you will see if you study it), that where persons have not been faithful in responsibility to God’s sovereignty, the Lord has come in judicially. It is evident in so many instances in the history of the recovery where persons have failed to act responsibly according to divinely given light, the Lord has most definitely come in judicially. His love lies behind it, of course it does, but His love lies behind it in order that things should be right for Himself. That is the great desire of the Lord, that things in each local meeting should be as He wishes, not as we wish, nor for the assertion of our wills, but for the assertion and maintenance of the will of God. 

So He speaks here to Ephesus, “I have against thee. that thou hast left thy first love. 

Remember therefore whence thou art fallen”. I think if Paul had heard the Lord saying that his heart would have been broken. What Paul sets out in the epistle to the Ephesians, especially in chapter 3, leading on to the great matter of response to God, is the acme of every Christian experience, to have part in glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. What it would have meant to Paul to have heard the Lord say, “thou hast left thy first love”, followed by exhortation that they needed to repent. Then it says, “but if not, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent”. In the history of the testimony there have been places where persons have not hearkened to the Lord’s word and have not repented, and the Lord has removed the lamp out of its place. He only has the right to give a local assembly its franchise, and He alone has the right to remove that franchise. Let us remember that clearly. He credits them in some things but is very straight with them in others. So He exhorts them to repent, and says, “but if not, I am coming to thee”. What a solemn word that is! That is not the rapture, that is His appearing in a local assembly judicially. I stress His love lies behind it, but He has a right to appear to a local assembly judicially, and to remove its lamp out of its place. He repeats the need for repentance. He says, “Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent”, then He says again, “except thou shalt repent”. It works out individually, but it is also a reference to a local assembly repenting. 

When we come to Smyrna, there is nothing said against Smyrna, it is a suffering assembly. What these dear saints suffered the Lord knows. He says, “Fear nothing of what thou art about to suffer”. Then He says, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life”, Revelation 2: 10. In the addresses to the first three assemblies, the hearing comes before the overcoming, and in the last four which represent the history of the church going on right down to the end of the dispensation, the hearing follows the overcoming. Now that is applicable today. When matters arise, when points of truth arise, when difficulties arise, some may say, We do not see it, we do not understand it. That happens universally, and the reason is that some persons do not have an overcomer’s ear. If you do not have the overcomer’s ear you will not answer to the divine word. The Lord is speaking to the angel of these local assemblies. You may say, Who is the angel of the local assembly? The answer to that is, Responsible persons. The next question is, Who are responsible? We are all responsible; any one of responsible age in a local assembly is responsible for the carrying out of the divine will. That is imperative. So the Lord says to them, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life”. 

Then, in verse 16 in regard to Pergamos, “Repent therefore—but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth”. These are not just words, the Lord is the same today, in regard to professing Christendom, and also ourselves, as He was in this day when He spoke to these local assemblies. He spoke these harsh words and it is as true as ever. I want to stress that, beloved brethren. He says, “Repent therefore—but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth”, that is persons who are not in line with His mind. When He says, “with the sword of my mouth”, it is not literal but it is spiritual, and if we do not repent we shall lose our place vitally in the testimony. 

We come to verse 25 of Revelation 2. He is speaking to those who are in line with God’s will, “but what ye have hold fast till I shall come”. This is similar to the word to Philadelphia—“hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. Beloved brethren, we are not called on today to pioneer anything. I think the truth is out in its scope, and we should work it out in its detail. Our responsibility is to hold what we have; hold fast till He comes. I am sure that is a reference to His coming for His saints to take them out of the responsible pathway. What a day that will be, one’s heart longs for it, when we shall be taken out of the pathway of responsibility, and local responsibility. 

When we come to Revelation 3 verse 3, again the exhortation is for repentance, “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep it and repent”. Beloved brethren, we have received and we have heard; think of the cost of these things that we enjoy. We speak about the books on our bookshelves, how precious they are! I would exhort the young men especially to read and re-read them; fill your soul and your mind with them, it is a way we come to a knowledge of the truth. I was reading the other day about an auction, where a letter of a so-called famous man was sold for £2,500. The letters of Mr. Darby, Mr. Raven, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Stoney and Mr. Coates, no monetary value could be put on them; but they have little value in the eyes of the world; that shows how the world looks at things. What we have received and heard, what treasure we have let us value it, beloved brethren, and let us hold it fast till He come. 

Then He says, “If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come upon thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee”. We might not discern the Lord’s coming; He might come in in many ways. We have seen situations in the testimony where there has been an impasse. It has been so from the beginning, and also in these days in which we are, the time of recovery of the truth and recovery to the truth, when the Lord may come into a matter Himself. So He says, “I will come upon thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee”. What a terrible thing that is, not discerning the Lord’s coming. We speak about the normal setting of the Lord’s coming every Lord’s day morning, and we are anticipating even now that He will fill out His promise to us—“I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you”, John 14: 18. That is the great key to all that follows, the Lord coming to us, making Himself known in His love to us, where there are normal conditions. We cannot claim the Lord’s presence, He comes to us on a moral basis. He does not come to us because we break bread in a certain room in Cumnock, or in Peterhead, or Aberdeen, or elsewhere, that is not the reason for the Lord’s coming. The Lord comes to His saints where there are moral conditions to receive Him; that is as clear as can be, do not let us presume otherwise. Do not let us take His coming to us for granted. But how He loves to come where conditions are suitable to Him. We will prove it as we gather tomorrow morning if our state is right to receive Him and discern Him.

To Sardis, He says, “But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments”, just a few, that is the day we are in in the midst of the pretension of Christendom. 

What defilement has come in in Christendom; what defilement of the garments in membership of unions and associations; Christians mixed up in everything dishonouring to the Lord’s name, yet professing His name, but mixed up in the world in all its aspects. 

Separation is not a new thing, it was set on at the beginning quite clearly. It was set out in Paul’s ministry, and referring further back when he quotes from the Old Testament saying, “Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith the Lord”, 2 Corinthians 6: 17. Separation is not a negative thing, it is really very positive. The truth sets us free from, and the Son sets us free for, having in view another world altogether. That is the only way to be in the gain of these things and enjoy them. Another has said that Christian blessings are unconditional, but the enjoyment of them is conditional. 

When we come to verse 11 of chapter 3, there is another assembly which the Lord has nothing against. What a fine thing that is! I think sometimes we like to regard ourselves as Philadelphia and that is a great danger. I trust there are Philadelphian conditions amongst us, that is conditions of brotherly love. I am sure they exist, there is a great evidence of it, but let us be sure that we are in the spiritual condition of Philadelphia. As to the importance of communion, someone said, If I allow anything to interpose between my soul and Christ, immediately my Philadelphia becomes Laodicea. How true that is! Beloved brethren, if we lose communion with divine Persons we become morally part of the great mass of profession.

So the Lord says here, “I come quickly”, that is a reference obviously to His coming for the saints, and may extend from the rapture to the appearing. Paul says, “ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”, 1 Corinthians 11: 26. That is more than a reference to the rapture; it is a reference to the appearing, when He will come and take up His own rights. What a day that will be! He says here, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. I think that would be persons who are holding the truth in love, and would involve the great truth of Christ and the assembly. It is not only what the assembly means to us, which is very precious, but what the assembly means to Christ. He says, “I come quickly”, just a little while; hold on for a little while. That is a word for us today, “hold fast what thou hast”, just hold on for a little while! We speak of the sufferings, the reproach, the pressure on the spirits of the saints, but let us just hold on for a little; the Lord’s word is, “I come quickly”. 

We come to Laodicea, where the Lord says, “Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him”. Think of the Lord knocking, the shame of it, standing and knocking at a door and having no answer. 

I was reading recently about an old coloured believer in New York, who saw a ‘whites only’ church and he tried to get in. They would not allow him in and he said, I will need to tell the Lord about this. He told the Lord about it when he prayed, and the Lord said, Well, I have also been trying to get in there for years and they will not let Me in. What a comfort that was to him. I think the Lord is knocking on the door of Christendom. In all these men who have suffered to bring out the truth, Mr. Darby and others, there was clear evidence of the Lord knocking at the door of Christendom. Think of the Church of England in Mr. Darby’s day, when he went on with it for a time, then came to it that he would have to leave it. He made plain his incontrovertible reasons for leaving it in his treatise, ‘The Notion of a Clergyman dispensationally the sin against the Holy Ghost’. That was the Lord knocking at the door of Christendom, and there have been many other examples. The Lord was saying, “if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. Think of the state of the spouse in the Song of Songs where she was asleep, and the Lord in type knocked at the door. O, she says, I am not getting up, I have put off my tunic, I am not going to open the door to Him. Then alas, when she went to open the door, she found her Beloved had gone. What a thing that was, she loved Him, no question about that, but she was lazy, indolent. The Lord wants us to be hot in our affection for Him. Christendom is neither cold nor hot, they could not care less, but let us see, dear brethren, if it marks us, a state of indolence, a state of lukewarmness. The Lord says He wishes they were either cold or hot, the Lord hates lukewarmness. It marks Christendom, do not let it mark us, beloved brethren. So He says, “I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. It is not a one-sided thing, “sup with him, and he with me”. The Lord is prepared to take us on in the intimacy of communion with Himself. 

Then He says, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. It is not My God here; He refers to the name of My God to Philadelphia, but He does not say sit down with My God here, but with My Father in His throne, showing it is still the day of grace. It is the Father He speaks about. He is with the Father in His throne. What grace! Paul could say, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ”, Colossians 1: 2. O beloved brethren, let us have a sense of the restrained affections of the Lord with regard to what is merely profession, and let us get into the current of real affection for Him, and committal to Him, in the warmth and flow of His eternal love. It is open to us. 

So He says, I have “sat down with my Father in his throne”; it is not His permanent position. It goes on to the end of the dispensation, when He will arise from the Father’s throne, and He will take His own throne. How very judicial it will be when He takes His own throne! Some think the millennium will be introduced with great blessing. The millennium will be introduced judicially, especially in this third part of the world where the gospel has been known. It says, “at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with the angels of his power, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 7, 8. Dear young people, learn the knowledge of God, learn to obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ, and let all of us, beloved brethren, come into the wealth of the present time. One could speak of the Lord, when in His love He can look upon us with an unrebuking gaze. Let us tomorrow, and as long as we are left here, provide spiritual and moral conditions which He can come to and make His love known as He has promised to do, where there is the orphan spirit. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Peterhead
18 May 1997

 


Scripture references

Revelation 1:12-18 (JND) [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power. [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 2:5-25 (JND) [5] Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works: but if not, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent. [6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitanes, which *I* also hate. [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God. [8] And to the angel of the assembly in Smyrna write: These things says the first and the last, who became dead, and lived: [9] I know thy tribulation and thy poverty; but thou art rich; and the railing of those who say that they themselves are Jews, and are not, but a synagogue of Satan. [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life. [11] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. He that overcomes shall in no wise be injured of the second death. [12] And to the angel of the assembly in Pergamos write: These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword: [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells. [14] But I have a few things against thee: that thou hast there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a snare before the sons of Israel, to eat [of] idol sacrifices and commit fornication. [15] So thou also hast those who hold the doctrine of Nicolaitanes in like manner. [16] Repent therefore: but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth. …

Revelation 3:3-22 (JND) [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. [4] But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy. [5] He that overcomes, *he* shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, and will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. [6] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God: …

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Joshua 3:16 (JND) [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Revelation 2:10 (JND) [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3:3 (JND) [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee.

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

2 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you;

1 Corinthians 11:26 (JND) [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Colossians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ].

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 (JND) [7] and to you that are troubled repose with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with [the] angels of his power, [8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ;



EXTRACTS

The feast of booths has two parts. Compare Leviticus 23: 34–36, 39–43. The first had a fulfilment in Solomon’s day, but not the second. The first had reference specialty to God, it was a “holy convocation”; the second part of the feast is brought in at the end of Leviticus 23, and the kind of things they were to use to make the booths is mentioned, branches of trees, and the like. The latter part has the love of the saints for one another in view and their mutual joy before God. 

It is said of Nehemiah’s feast that there was none like it since the days of Joshua; that is to say, Solomon’s did not come up to it. Solomon had the first part of it, from the fifteenth day to the twenty-third day of the seventh month, but there is not a word about the booths, 2 Chronicles 7: 9, 10. Solomon had a great house, things were big in his day, according to God, of course, but the corresponding smallness was what was wanting. That is what I take the second part to indicate, and I believe that it marks, or is intended to mark, the end of our dispensation. As I enter into the truth of the Holy Spirit, I come out here in this world in littleness and in readiness to share with the brethren; it is no hardship to me to live with them in the smallest circumstances. Moses had experience of living in very great circumstances in the king’s palace, but it says that he fled to Midian, and in Midian he sat by the well. He says, as it were, I see now that it is no question of natural energy, of slaying Egyptians with my own hand, it is a question of the Spirit of God. He sat by the well, as much as to say, I have arrived at this, that it is a question, not of my energy, but of the Spirit of God. Then he watered the flock of the daughters of Reuel, he did not slay any of the shepherds. The presence of the Holy Spirit means that I am able to help, not to destroy. Then it says that he was “content to dwell with the man”, the priest of Midian. So whatever the circumstances into which I am led in the government of God, I am to be content. In my relations with my brethren, or in my financial circumstances, I am restful; I know what I have got up there, by the Spirit, and I am content with what I have got down here; I make no effort to change. Moses was content to dwell with the man, and during all those years he stayed there he never asked for any wages. Jacob did; it was a question of wages with Jacob, but not with Moses. The man who sits down by the well is not serving for wages; he that does so, when the wolf comes, will leave the sheep. At the end he is said to have led the flock of his father-in-law, showing what good terms existed between them, to the backside of the desert, to the mount of God, to Horeb. Could he have done better? I do not think so. 

He led them to the backside of the desert and came to the mount of God. What a word for every servant of Christ! And God said to Moses, as it were, I see what you are at, and He appeared to him in the bush and called him by name, “Moses, Moses!” Exodus 3: 4. Moses understood this in his own experience, and therefore he could speak feelingly about the feast of booths. God said through him to the people earlier, “I caused the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt”, see Leviticus 23: 43. So God, when He takes us out of Egypt, would teach us love. Now He would teach His people how to love; as the apostle says to the Thessalonians, “Ye yourselves are, taught of God to love one another”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 9. So He puts me alongside His people in humble circumstances, and teaches me how to love them. He says, ‘I do not want you ever to forget how to love: keep this feast on the fifteenth day of the month. Appear before Me during this feast’. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 32, pp.354–356) (Deuteronomy 16: 16, 17)

Ques  Should not each gift that God raises up, although maintaining what has gone before, have his own peculiar distinctiveness in the ministry? 

JT Yes; indeed there was not another like Joshua. I do not think he was just like Moses, he had his own distinction. God loves distinction, He loves variety. The stars represent that “Star differs from star in glory”; that is, God likes diversity. The stars are innumerable, they cannot be counted, but it shows what God has, like the worlds; we do not know how many there are, but He made them, He made them by Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 71, p.238)
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Scripture references

Leviticus 23:34-43 (JND) [34] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the feast of booths seven days to Jehovah. [35] On the first day there shall be a holy convocation: no manner of servile work shall ye do. [36] Seven days ye shall present an offering by fire to Jehovah; on the eighth day shall be a holy convocation unto you; and ye shall present an offering by fire to Jehovah: it is a solemn assembly; no manner of servile work shall ye do. [37] These are the set feasts of Jehovah, which ye shall proclaim as holy convocations, to present an offering by fire to Jehovah, a burnt-offering, and an oblation, a sacrifice, and drink-offerings, everything upon its day; [38] besides the sabbaths of Jehovah, and besides your gifts, and besides all your vows, and besides all your voluntary offerings, which ye give to Jehovah. [39] But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the produce of the land, ye shall celebrate the feast of Jehovah seven days: on the first day there shall be rest, and on the eighth day there shall be rest. [40] And ye shall take on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, palm branches and the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before Jehovah your God seven days. [41] And ye shall celebrate it as a feast to Jehovah seven days in the year: [it is] an everlasting statute throughout your generations; in the seventh month shall ye celebrate it. [42] In booths shall ye dwell seven days; all born in Israel shall dwell in booths; [43] that your generations may know that I caused the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am Jehovah your God.

Leviticus 23 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, [Concerning] the set feasts of Jehovah, which ye shall proclaim as holy convocations these are my set feasts. [3] Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, a holy convocation; no manner of work shall ye do: it is the sabbath to Jehovah in all your dwellings. …

2 Chronicles 7:9-10 (JND) [9] And on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly; for they kept the dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days. [10] And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, joyful and glad of heart for the goodness that Jehovah had done to David and to Solomon, and to Israel his people.

Exodus 3:4 (JND) [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I.

Leviticus 23:43 (JND) [43] that your generations may know that I caused the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am Jehovah your God.

1 Thessalonians 4:9 (JND) [9] Now concerning brotherly love ye have no need that we should write to you, for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (JND) [16] Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he will choose, at the feast of unleavened bread, and at the feast of weeks, and at the feast of tabernacles; and they shall not appear before Jehovah empty: [17] each [shall give] according to that which is in his power to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee.
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