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THE COMPANY OF JESUS  
D. Robertson  
2 Kings 2: 1–10  
It has often been said, beloved brethren, in relation to this 
passage of Scripture, that it is a very valuable thing to learn 
the truth in the presence of Christ. The company of Christ is 
precious and, thank God, it is available. I am sure that we 
have all known persons who lived near Christ. Were they not 
attractive? Was there not some unmistakable feature about 
them?  
Was there not an unmistakable liberty, an unmistakable joy, to 
be seen in them? I believe the fruits of the company of Christ 
are quite evident. One would love just to speak a simple word, 
as I have said, that every heart here, young and old, might be 
attracted to seek more the company of the Lord Jesus. That is 
His name, you know. He is our Lord Jesus! It is a precious 
Name. All His names are precious, all His titles, but how 
precious that one is—our Lord Jesus! How precious it is to be 
in His company, to learn things there. I find that Mr.  
Stoney’s ministry is very testing in this line of things, as to the 
soul’s link with Christ. He speaks of such a thing as personal 
union with Christ—“he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit”, 1 
Corinthians 6: 17. It is an individual matter. I think what I am 
saying, beloved, is most vital, and never more vital than today, 
the need of persons who have a clear, unmistakable link with 
Christ, who have known access to His presence, and, as I 
have said, who learn things in His company.  
It says here that the time had come when Jehovah would take 
up. Elijah into the heavens. He would take him up. That is, 
there was represented in Elijah the kind of man whom heaven 
would receive. Heaven’s disposition, as it were, involved the 
taking up of this kind of man.


Scripture references

2 Kings 2:1-10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [4] And Elijah said to him, Elisha, abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Jericho. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they came to Jericho. [5] And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [6] And Elijah said to him, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they two went on. [7] And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite afar off; and they two stood by the Jordan. [8] And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither; and they two went over on dry ground. [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].
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That is the kind of Man we need to seek the company of, the 
kind of Man that is acceptable to heaven and the kind of Man 
that is filling heaven at this very moment. He is filling it with 
joy. It says in Romans 6: 10, “but in that he lives, he lives to 
God”. It is a wonderful matter for me to think of that. And, 
beloved, He has just gone ahead of us. Very soon, where He 
is we also shall be. He has gone into heaven ahead of us, our 
great Forerunner. His words were,  
“I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you 
a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, 
that where I am ye also may be”.  
Very soon He will come and He will receive us to Himself. How 
precious that is! He will not merely receive us to heaven. I 
think the suggestion of that would be too remote, but He says,  
“I ... shall receive you to myself”, John 14: 3. I think that gives 
a key to the longings of the heart of the Lord Jesus. He longs 
for our company, and I think that He would attract us into His 
company. That is one’s desire in this brief moment, to 
encourage and entice the hearts of the brethren to seek 
increasingly the company of our Lord Jesus. I said that Mr. 
Stoney’s ministry is testing, but he said, ‘Learn the Man of the 
gospels’. Follow Him! If you want to know the kind of Man that 
is up there, read the gospels. Listen to Him talking; look at Him 
walking; see those actions of love, the display of God’s love in 
a Man. Drink it in, learn His company in that way in your 
reading of the Scriptures. That is a wonderful matter! Do you 
read them formally? Read them livingly, especially the 
gospels. The gospels would put you in touch with the footsteps 
of a Man whose every step was taken in the light of the  
counsels of God, whose every action was aimed and 
calculated to glorify God, whose every suggestion brought out 
God’s grace to man. Oh, what a Person!


Scripture references

Romans 6:10 (JND) [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.
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It is typified herein 2 Kings 2, and yet it does not say that 
Elisha went with Elijah to begin with. It says Elijah went with 
Elisha. Oh, Christ is seeking your company! He would go with 
you! He would go with you, young brother and young sister, 
that your Christianity might become real. You will need to find 
the company of Christ. Then you will become vital, and you will 
really find what life involves in Christianity. Christ will become 
your life!  
You remember how Mr. Coates related as to the man who said 
to an old Christian in the village, ‘What if some day you woke 
up and found Christ did not exist, what would happen to you?’ 
‘Ah’, he said, ‘I would fall to pieces; that Man is my life!’ That is 
the language of a person who knows the company of Christ, 
whose life is there. The life of such a person is not in the 
world. He works there and he meets righteousness, but his life 
is elsewhere. His life is found in the company of Christ. 
Beloved, what I am saying, is needed at the moment. It results 
in the formation of a character that cannot be formed 
anywhere else, or in any other way. Ecclesiastes 12: 12 says, 
“much study is a weariness of the flesh”. Even the Scriptures, 
if read merely from the viewpoint of study, will only weary the 
flesh. But, you know, if you take the Scriptures up, if you take 
the ministry up, and first of all seek the company of Christ, the 
whole thing becomes alive. What a change it makes!  
And so Elisha is tested; Elijah tests him. I do not want to go 
over the detail of the scripture.  
There are various points, and there is great significance in 
them. It is not my point at this  
moment to speak of these things. Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho and 
Jordan are all very important.  
But what I want to show is that here is a man, typically, who is 
undeterred in his singleness of eye to follow Christ, to find the 
company of Christ, and to be with Christ wherever He might


Scripture references

2 Kings 2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! …

Ecclesiastes 12:12 (JND) [12] And besides, my son, be warned by them: of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
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be. Very soon, as I say, we shall be with Him in eternity. But 
the Lord says in John 12: 26,  
“and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. That is the 
present moment of the testimony and it is needful that we are 
in the company of Christ in relation to the present testimony, 
so that we may be in the testimony rightly.  
So what I want to say in this section is that you have two 
things—you have the pattern and you have the power. And 
you must have the pattern before you can really know the 
power.  
The pattern is seen in the character of the Man who has gone 
up. The scripture speaks of Him being lifted up out of the 
earth, becoming the focal point of men drawn to Himself in 
John 12: 32. That would be men like you and me. It speaks 
about Him being raised up from among the dead by the glory 
of the Father in Romans 6: 4, and it speaks about Him, being 
taken up into heaven in Acts 1. We therefore find the company 
of that blessed Man who has been taken up; thus we are 
formed in the character of Christianity and it is then that we 
shall be able to use the power of the Holy Spirit rightly—and 
only then. So we have the pattern and the power.  
So the test comes. As you follow Christ He will search you out, 
just as Elijah searched this young man out, and just as the 
Lord searched Peter out in John 21. The Lord will search you 
out, and He will find why you are following. You will remember 
that in John 1: 38 it says,  
“But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following”. Think of 
the Lord turning today and seeing you following.  
Do you not think that He would have joy in that? But He will 
test you. He will say, What do you want? What do you really 
want? Young brother and sister, what do you really want? Do 
you want Jesus? The little hymn says, ‘I would rather have


Scripture references

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 1:38 (JND) [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou?
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Jesus than anything this world affords today’. Can you say it? 
Do you really mean it? It speaks of houses and lands, silver 
and gold. How the devil would spread it all before you. What 
would you rather have? That is what the Lord would say to you 
as He finds you following Him. What do you want?  
Here is a Man who is equal to the question. He says in 2 Kings 
2: 9, “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me”. It is like a 
Christian saying to the Lord Jesus, ‘I would like to be formed 
after your own character’. How precious to the Lord Jesus 
must be the expression of such a longing! It is a deep longing. 
It is not superficial. This is not like the young man in Mark 10 
who ran into the way and very quickly ran back out of it. This is 
a young man whose desire is fixed, and fixed after Christ. I 
think the Lord Jesus would take account of you, and He would 
probe you today in love, just to find out your desires, and the 
depth of your longing. He would long just to impart something 
of His own character to you. So, by the Spirit, (and there can 
be no formation of character apart from the Holy Spirit) the 
character that is formed in the believer is the character of the 
blessed Man who is up there.  
Well, what I have said may appear to be simple, but I believe 
that there is much in it. The Lord has exposed certain things, 
and I believe that the palpable weakness of them is the lack of 
character formed, after Christ, and that can only be found as 
we find His company. There is no other person that can impart 
the Holy Spirit to you. He is the  
Giver of the Holy Spirit. I am not saying the Holy Spirit again 
comes down. The brethren know what I mean. The Lord 
imparts the Holy Spirit. He is the Imparter of the Holy Spirit.  
He says in John 20: 22, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. That is the 
character of that blessed Man, and that intimate dealing with 
His own, breathing into them. It is not hard blowing there, as in 
Acts 2. It is breathing. It involves intimacy with Himself. It 
involves nearness to Himself. I believe the great need of the


Scripture references

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 20:22 (JND) [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit:

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …
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moment is that there might be persons who know what it is to 
learn things in the company of Christ, and to imbibe His 
character, and to come out like that blessed Man in the final 
moments of testimony.  
Does it appeal to you young men and young women? It is a 
great encouragement to see you.  
It gives me the certainty in my soul that God is going to 
continue and complete His testimony. But He will only 
complete it as He began it, in the Spirit of that blessed Man. 
He will complete it in the same Spirit. There is only one Spirit 
to be seen in the testimony and it is the Spirit of Christ. So the 
apostle says in Romans 8: 9, “But if anyone has not the Spirit 
of Christ he is not of him”. It does not say he is not a believer. 
He may be a believer, saved for time and eternity; but he is not 
much use in the testimony. But to be “of him” means that you 
are a person who is worthy to continue the character of that 
Man in testimony in the present and, as I have said, the final 
moments of the testimony. May we all be found worthy of it, for 
His precious name’s sake!  
Address in Calgary 
8 July 1988


Scripture references

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:
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SINNERS SECURED AS SAINTS  
W. Lamont  
1 Timothy 1: 15; Romans 5: 19, 8; Colossians 1: 12–14  
God’s thought for men is that sinners should become saints, 
and that in itself is a moral miracle that could not be produced 
by any institution or organization of men. It is God’s work and 
God’s work alone, and the cost has been great that it should 
be so. God would tell us in the glad tidings that the cost to 
Himself is beyond human calculation that men should be 
brought into blessing. It cost God the life of His Son. I trust that 
affects everyone here because the glad tidings are preached 
in order that we should be affected, not superficially, but to the 
depths of our beings. Think of the love of God; “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son”, John 3: 16. 
That includes you and includes me, includes the whole of 
mankind—“that whosoever believes on him ... “. Have you 
believed on Jesus? I raise that challenge with everyone here. 
Have you put your trust in Him? “That whosoever believes in 
him may not perish”. Oh the awful thought of perishing! If you 
do not believe on Jesus you will perish; that is the truth. God’s 
glad tidings bring the truth home to men. “May not perish, but 
have life eternal” God has great thoughts in His mind for you in 
the glad tidings. He wants to change persons from being 
sinners to being saints. We will see that as we proceed.  
Paul writes to Timothy, “Faithful is the word, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners”. He adds, “of whom I am the first”. Think of the 
momentous occasion that was when, “Christ Jesus came into 
the  
world”, a world of sin, a world where God’s name had been 
dishonoured, where sin was rife, evil covering the face of the 
earth. Into that very condition Christ Jesus came, and His 
object was to save sinners, sinners who could not save


Scripture references

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

Colossians 1:12-14 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love: [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins;

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.
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themselves. Friend, you could not lift one little finger to save 
yourself. But for the work of Jesus you are doomed! I want to 
get that across to you tonight. But for the death, and the work 
of Jesus, you are doomed! ‘Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners’. All depended entirely on that. Oh that 
moment when He came into the world! Think of it! He came 
into the world that His hands had made. He “has appeared to 
angels”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. For the first time angels looked upon 
their Creator.  
He found Himself rejected—what a terrible condition of things 
the Lord Jesus came into where men were away from God, 
and He came into it to save sinners. Friend, that is the 
message tonight. There is nothing like the message of the glad 
tidings as to the way the Lord Jesus came into the world, into 
the very condition where God had been dishonoured, and 
there upheld every claim of God and went forward to the cross 
in order that He should bear the wrath of a holy God, the 
whole judgment of God against sin. God did not spare Him; 
“He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all”, Romans 8: 32. O  
friend, the glad tidings are wonderful! And to save sinners it 
meant that He should go into death, and that He should shed 
His precious blood. How do you regard the blood of Jesus? I 
would ask everyone here that question, What are your 
thoughts regarding the blood of Jesus?  
One could speak of it as being “precious blood, as of a lamb 
without blemish”, 1 Peter 1: l9.  
Oh the precious blood of Jesus! Only that precious blood could 
meet the claims of the holy God. “Without blood-shedding 
there is no remission”, Hebrews 9: 22. Friend, you or  
I could never know the forgiveness of sins apart from the 
shedding of Jesus’ precious blood.


Scripture references

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 Peter 1 (JND) [1] Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to [the] sojourners of [the] dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, …

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.
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Praise be to His name!  
He was rejected by the very persons He came to save. They 
cried, “Away with this man”, Luke 23: 18, “We will not that this 
man should reign over us”, Luke 19: 14. “Crucify him”, they 
said. ‘We want Barabbas; we want a thief and a robber’, and 
they surely got him. The moral conditions that mark the world 
today you can trace, from one standpoint, to the choice men 
made at the cross. They asked for one who was a thief, a 
robber, a murderer (Luke 23: 18–25; John 18: 40). Well, Paul 
adds, “sinners, of whom I am the first”. I would ask every one 
here, Have you a sense before God of your sinnership? It is a 
good point to begin with, to come to it that “All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. But God 
has provided an answer in Christ and you are responsible as 
to that, because God “now enjoins men that they shall all 
everywhere repent”, Acts 17: 30. He has settled for Himself, 
and eternally for His glory, the whole question of sin and sins. 
God has judged in the Person of Christ the whole matter of sin 
in the flesh, condemned it in none other than His own beloved 
Son.  
So you are responsible tonight to repent “Repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 21) is 
your only hope. If you do not repent you are doomed.  
Your destiny is nothing less than hell. Your only hope is the 
precious blood of Jesus. Would that men would claim it for 
themselves tonight and put their trust in His precious blood. 
“We being still sinners, Christ has died for us”. We were 
unlovable, with nothing in us attractive to God, but He 
“commends his love to us”. Oh the love of God! There is 
nothing finer in the universe. Soon the whole  
universe will be pervaded by the love of God in all its fulness, 
but in the meantime He commends His love to us. Think of 
God commending His love to us, “in that, we being still 
sinners, Christ has died for us”. That includes you, that


Scripture references

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Luke 23:18-25 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us; [19] who was one who, for a certain tumult which had taken place in the city, and [for] murder, had been cast into prison. [20] Pilate therefore, desirous to release Jesus, again addressed [them]. [21] But they cried out in reply saying, Crucify, crucify him. [22] And he said the third time to them, What evil then has this [man] done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will chastise him therefore and release him. [23] But they were urgent with loud voices, begging that he might be crucified. And their voices [and those of the chief priests] prevailed. [24] And Pilate adjudged that what they begged should take place. [25] And he released him who, for tumult and murder, had been cast into prison, whom they begged for, and Jesus he delivered up to their will.

John 18:40 (JND) [40] They cried therefore again all, saying, Not this [man], but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.
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includes me. To get the gain of it you must put your, trust in 
His finished work; there is no other way of salvation. Behind it 
lies the love of God in all its fulness. Oh how it ought to affect 
every one here, the love of God in all its preciousness. Are you 
not thankful? Is there any heart here so stony, so hard, that it 
is not thankful? The presentation of the love of God in 
expression in the death of Jesus ought to break down every 
heart here. I am sorry for anyone who does not yield his heart 
to Christ.  
There is not much future for you if you do not. The future is 
glorious if you do; you will spend eternity with Him; spend 
eternity with the One who has shed His precious blood in order 
that you might know salvation.  
Well, I come to Colossians. Paul does not stop at the relief of 
the sinner, the fact that God has met every liability against us 
and has justified us on the principle of faith so that we are 
completely cleared from all the guilt that lay upon us. These 
are important things to understand what it is to be justified, that 
is, set up the presence of God as if you had never sinned at 
all, and set up in dignity in His presence. But then we are to 
know reconciliation, a big word for some of the young ones to 
understand, but it means this, that all distance between 
yourself and God has been totally removed in the death of 
Christ and you are brought near to God Himself. Not only has 
God met everything that lay against us in our sinnership, but 
He brings us near to Himself in order that we might know His 
heart of love: That is what Paul is telling the Colossians here—
“Giving thanks to the Father”; you are brought into a family. It  
is a wonderful thing that everything that lay against you is 
taken account of and discharged, but now you come to know 
the Father. It is a wonderful thing to belong to a heavenly 
family,  
“Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing 
the portion of the saints in light’”. We are not fit naturally for the
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presence of God, but in the death of Christ all that has been 
taken care of, for those who believe, for those who repent.  
All this is in contrast to every element of human thinking. 
Colossians speaks of the mind of man active in “philosophy 
and vain deceit” (Colossians 2: 8). These things that men 
concoct in their minds as a result of mere human thinking 
simply lead to vain deceit, where men are deceived, and it will 
end up in that terrible day referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2: 10, 
where it speaks of “them that perish”. We are almost in that 
time, but in the meantime God has great things in mind for 
you, to make you “fit for sharing the portion of the saints in 
light”. That is a tremendous thing to understand. The authority 
of darkness is a very real thing, the power of Satan to hold 
men in their sins, hold men in evil and to weigh them down 
with it. God has in mind that you are to be delivered from the 
authority of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of the 
Son of His love, a realm of blessing where Jesus is, the One 
whom God loves; “The Father loves the Son, and has given all 
things to be in his hand”, John 3: 35. They are safe there. And 
He has a kingdom “the kingdom of the Son of his love”. So He 
would make sinners into saints, and as a saint, every thought 
of God, every blessing that is in His heart, is opened up to you. 
“The Son of his love”, is the: true Solomon, Jedidiah, and the 
whole area of administration is pervaded by His influence. 
Would you not like to be in it?  
Would you not like to have part in these great and glorious 
things? The way to it is  
“repentance  
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 
20: 21), claiming as your own the value and virtue of the work 
of Jesus.  
There are two things that we ought to understand—firstly, the 
great matter of propitiation, which means that the work of


Scripture references

Colossians 2:8 (JND) [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (JND) [10] and in all deceit of unrighteousness to them that perish, because they have not received the love of the truth that they might be saved.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.
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Christ has upheld God’s glory and, to God’s satisfaction, has 
met completely the whole question of sin. John says, “He is 
the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for 
the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. That is, the whole sin question 
in its entirety has been met for the glory of God by one Man, 
Jesus. Then there is the great matter of substitution. To get 
the gain of the work of Christ means that you must claim it for 
yourself and you do so by repenting, and acknowledging that 
you are a sinner. Thus you can say, ‘He bore my sins in His 
body on the tree’ (1 Peter 2: 24). Only those who claim the 
work of Jesus and come the way of repentance can say that.  
Then we can have the experience of “giving thanks to the 
Father”, which makes nothing of man, but makes everything of 
God, and can experience .an area beyond human 
selfishness— 
where we are engaged in the praise of God, and are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. God gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey 
Him, and to those who ask Him. Every believer should have 
the consciousness of having the Holy Spirit, and of being here 
for God’s pleasure. The Holy Spirit is the only power for being 
here for God, the only power for having part in the service of 
God and enjoying these great and glorious things that are 
referred to here—“sharing the portion of the saints in light”. 
There is no sharing in the world like Christian fellowship.  
Sharing the things of God is the greatest blessing that any 
creature could experience. There is no selfishness in this area. 
We could contrast it  
with this world where men are grasping selfishly for all they 
can obtain. We are brought into the blessedness of a kingdom 
where you find there is a sharing. It is wonderful to share in 
these things, without selfish motives and in the joy of all that is 
in the Father’s heart that relates to the Son of His love.


Scripture references

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.
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Then it says, “in whom we have redemption”. We have no 
blessing apart from Jesus, and it adds, “the forgiveness of 
sins”. Those of us who believe will never forget the fact that we 
are forgiven sinners. It is good to look on persons whose faces 
are radiant in the conscious enjoyment of the forgiveness of 
sins, and to be conscious of the fact that throughout eternity 
we shall be thankful that through God’s mercy we have 
become saints. The understanding of  
“the portion of the saints in light” would involve that not only do 
we enjoy the heavenly things of God, but conduct ourselves 
down here in the light of that dignified favour, expressing in our 
lives clearly the fact that we are saints of God. Oh! the gospel 
is wonderful!  
It goes far beyond the relief of human need. We are brought 
into the area where God is served and where everything is for 
His pleasure. Now I tell you this—the greatest blessing and joy 
that a human being can experience is the consciousness of 
being pleasurable to God and having a part in the praise and 
worship of God’s name. May we all be in it, and in it fully, for 
His name’s sake.  
Preaching in Melbourne 
10 April 1988
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THE HISTORY OF THE TWO SAULS  
M. Pavlik  
1 Samuel 10: 1–12; 2 Corinthians 3: 18; Philippians 3: 8–14, 
20, 21  
The history of Saul the king, beloved brethren, is especially 
precious to me. It reminds me of my own history, of my own 
beginnings as a believer, I do not intend to enlarge upon that, 
but what is important is that Saul was not seeking the 
kingdom; he was seeking something else, but he was given 
the kingdom. It was similar with me; I was seeking something 
else, but I came to the knowledge of the glad tidings of the 
Lord Jesus. As it was with Saul so it was with me; I did not 
have the slightest idea of what a wonderful system I was being 
brought into connection with. You see something of it in this 
chapter. I have read an extensive portion, but do not intend to 
dwell on it in detail. I would like to select some points which 
show us the excellency of some of the blessed features of the 
system Saul was brought into.  
He did not have any idea of it, but it was surely wonderful. 
Saul was anointed as king over the people of Israel, but what 
is for the moment important in my mind is what follows, his 
further experiences. I am thinking especially of these three 
men whom he met at the oak of Tabor who were going up to 
God, to Bethel, then the reference to the hill of God and the 
outposts of the Philistines, then the company of prophets, and 
finally the point of his being turned into another man, and 
getting another heart.  
I think, beloved brethren, we have here wonderful references 
to the house of God. Those three men were going up to 
Bethel, that is, to the house of God. It is of very great 
importance, how we come to the house of God. These three 
men were going to the house of God; but they did not go there


Scripture references

1 Samuel 10:1-12 (JND) [1] Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because Jehovah has anointed thee prince over his inheritance? [2] When thou goest from me to-day, thou shalt meet two men by Rachel's sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to thee, The asses are found which thou wentest to seek, and behold, thy father has dismissed the matter of the asses, and is anxious about you, saying, What shall I do for my son? [3] And thou shalt go on forward from thence, and shalt come to the oak of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going up to God, to Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three cakes of bread, and another carrying a flask of wine. [4] And they will ask after thy welfare, and give thee two loaves, which thou shalt receive of their hands. [5] After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where are the outposts of the Philistines; and it shall come to pass, when thou comest thither, into the city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from the high place with lute and tambour and pipe and harp before them; and they themselves prophesying. [6] And the Spirit of Jehovah will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man. [7] And it shall be, when these signs shall come to thee, thou shalt do as thy hand shall find; for God is with thee. [8] And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to thee, to offer up burnt-offerings, [and] to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings: seven days shalt thou wait, until I come to thee and inform thee what thou shalt do. [9] And it was [so] that when he turned his back to go away from Samuel, God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day. [10] And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. [11] And it came to pass, when all that knew him before saw that, behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets? [12] And a man of that place answered and said, But who is their father? Therefore it became a proverb, Is Saul also among the prophets?

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Philippians 3:8-14 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.



16

16 
empty; their hands were full. I would connect this scripture with 
others, pointing to the matter of food in the house of God.  
The prophet Malachi emphasizes the necessity of bringing 
something into the house of God so that there may be food in 
it (Malachi 3: 10). The house of God is the house of full 
provision; there should be food in the house of God. It is a 
house, or an area, of fulness of food for the people of God. I 
am thinking too about the Lord Jesus who came to the 
disciples in Luke and asked, “Have ye anything here to eat?” 
(Luke 24: 41). How good it was that they had something to 
give Him; they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and of a 
honeycomb. It was a wonderful feature that the Lord found 
something in the company of the disciples. But if something is 
to be found in the house of God, something must be brought 
in. What is in the house of God is largely what is brought in by 
the saints. These three men were bringing something. 
Perhaps some will say, We have the Spirit of God, and He 
gives us all. That is true, of course, but the Spirit of God 
requires vessels, and the vessels are to be every one of us, 
each a vessel to bring something into the house of God.  
It was different when the Lord Jesus was actually here. I think 
it is a very touching reference in Luke 22: 35 when He said to 
them, “When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, 
did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing. He said 
therefore to them, But now he that has a purse let him take it, 
in like manner also a scrip, and he that has none let him sell 
his garment and buy a sword; for I say unto you, that this that 
is written must yet be accomplished in me. And he was 
reckoned with the lawless; for also the things  
concerning me have an end”. Well, beloved brethren, it was 
wonderful when the Lord Jesus was here in Person on this 
earth. He was personally a resource for the apostles, they 
could at any time come to Him and get help, but He says that 
now it will be otherwise. Formerly I told you to take no scrip, no 
bag, all is in Me, but now, “he that has a purse let him take it,


Scripture references

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

Luke 24:41 (JND) [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat?

Luke 22:35 (JND) [35] And he said to them, When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing.
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in like manner also a scrip”. Every one of us has to have 
something and has to bring it into the house of God, that there 
may be food. And so it is lovely to see these three men having 
something.  
The first has three kids; I think that means fresh impressions of 
Christ. Three kids—that is something youthful, something 
fresh; he brought it, into the house of God. The second one 
had bread; that points to food. The third had a flask of wine; 
that is a wonderful feature; we should bring our joy into the 
house of God. Everybody brings something, and in the house 
of God it is all to be collected, and it makes for richness and 
fulness of blessing in the house.  
Well, the young believer, suggested in Saul, comes into 
connection with it, and he gets something. It is not expected 
from the very young believer that he gives something at once; 
he must receive something first, and then, after receiving, he 
will carry it up, and then he will be giving. It is a feature of the 
house of God. We find it in 1 Timothy. There we have the 
house of God in its proper setting, “the pillar and base of the 
truth”. But what follows here is something which has to be 
taken into account as well—“the hill of God, where are the 
outposts of the Philistines”. I think this would be found in 2 
Timothy. That is largely what we see in Christendom today in 
this time of ruin and decline. The Philistines are people who 
reign over the area of Christendom. They are men who have 
all in the head and nothing in the heart. They have a mental 
knowledge of  
the truth. ‘That is a very dangerous feature, and it is 
dangerous in the sense that it easily besets us. Each of us has 
a tendency to have this Philistine feature, to have something in 
our head, without the heart being affected by it. Well, that is 
what obtains in Christendom. It is a very sad feature, but it is a 
fact; and that must be taken account of; it is something that 
must be realized.
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But what is very important is that in connection with the hill of 
God we have the company of prophets. What is prophetic gets 
special prominence in a time of decline, in a time of ruin, and 
that is a sign, a token, of God’s faithfulness. 2 Timothy says, “if 
we are unfaithful, he abides faithful” (2 Timothy 2: 13). There is 
much unfaithfulness in the professing people of God, but God 
is faithful. So it underlines the importance of the prophetic 
word in our time.  
The prophetic word is here connected with joy, with music—
“with lute and tambour and pipe and harp before them”. It is a 
wonderful matter. In the midst of ruin, in the midst of the 
decline of Christendom, there is an area where there is harp, 
and tambour and lute, and beautiful, joyous music; that is the 
expression of joy. God is faithful, and He has preserved for 
Himself an area where He can be served, and where what is 
of Him can be enjoyed fully.  
Saul comes into connection with this. I think these two features 
are very important: we must take account of the original 
thought of God’s house, but we must take account also of the 
reality of the ruin and decline which is obtaining now in 
Christendom.  
So we have this wonderful experience of Saul. He becomes 
one of them; the Spirit of God comes upon him, and God gives 
him another heart. It is lovely to see this early history of Saul; it 
was not so later, as we know. He did not continue on  
this line; he supported in his course the wrong kind of man, 
and that is a great danger. A believer is a wonderful 
personality, but there is conflict between what is old and what 
is new.  
It is a great question. Which kind of man am I ready to further, 
to support? Mr. Stoney gave a good illustration—if I have two 
birds in a cage, a dove and a raven, I must feed the dove and 
starve the raven. It is very important which kind of man I am


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.
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feeding, which kind of man I am supporting. Saul was 
supporting the wrong man and it led him to disaster at the end, 
it led him to persecute the anointed man of God. So he fell 
short of the full working out of what he had received here. He 
is a very sobering—example for us, especially the young 
people. Do not further, do not support, the wrong man; it is 
very important to support the right man that is of God, created 
according to God (Ephesians 4: 24).  
Well, I have read the portions from Paul’s epistles to show an 
example of the working out of this wonderful feature; we must 
turn to another Saul, not Saul the king, but Saul of Tarsus.  
He was a Benjaminite too, as was Saul, but what a difference 
when we think of his early experiences. I think there were two 
points which were very important. I have read the portion of 2 
Corinthians about “looking on the glory of the Lord, with 
unveiled face” and being  
“transformed according, to the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Lord the Spirit”. My impression is, beloved 
brethren, that Saul got his first impression about this truth in 
Acts 8. He saw a living example of this wonderful fact in the 
stoning of Stephen; he saw somebody who was beholding the 
glory of the Lord, and was transformed into the same image. I 
am sure that was an impression which never vanished from 
Saul’s heart. Paul’s second impression would relate to the 
way, king Saul ended, that is, he persecuted the anointed of 
God. In Acts 9 Saul met  
the Lord Jesus and He said to him, “Why dost thou persecute 
me?” (v.4). It was a wonderful experience and he turned into 
quite another course.  
How different is his course described in Philippians.3 from 
what we have in Saul the king.


Scripture references

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …
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Both, I think, had the same chance; they had received a new 
heart, but Saul the king did not work it out, he furthered the 
wrong man. It was different with Paul the apostle, another 
Saul.  
He went through the exercises of Romans 7 to experience 
himself, and to show us, that there is another Man who is to be 
furthered; “No longer live I, but Christ lives in me”, Galatians 2: 
20. That is a wonderful transformation. Saul the king failed in 
it, fell short of it, but Saul of Tarsus wrought it out fully, and we 
see his exercises here in Philippians 3. What he left behind 
was the old man; it was that man that Saul the king was 
furthering. Saul of Tarsus left him behind, and he was 
stretching out after what was new, after the wonderful 
heavenly Man, after that Man whom he was persecuting 
formerly, but who now became his life, his all.  
Beloved brethren, how wonderful a goal he had before him! 
“forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things 
before, I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the 
calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. What a transformation! 
The matter of transformation was touched upon in our 
readings, and I was thinking of what goes on in the present 
time, that is 2 Corinthians 3—“transformed according to the 
same image from glory to glory”. For the time being it is moral; 
it is one being transformed in a moral way, looking at the Lord 
in His moral glories. “The Lord is the Spirit”; He is working out 
this transformation in our hearts and souls, and that is what we 
find in other words in Philippians 3.  
But at the end of this wonderful chapter we  
have the finishing touch. For the time being it is just moral, but 
there will come a time when the finishing touch will be given as 
to our bodies. Now it is a transformation of our hearts and 
souls into the same image, and the Lord the Spirit is active in 
doing this in us, but what is before us—wonderful outlook!—
relates not only to the spirit, not only to the soul, not only to our


Scripture references

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Galatians 2 (JND) [1] Then after a lapse of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with [me]; [2] and I went up according to revelation, and I laid before them the glad tidings which I preach among the nations, but privately to those conspicuous [among them], lest in any way I run or had run in vain; [3] (but neither was Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, compelled to be circumcised;) …

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …
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hearts, not only to the moral conformity which is to be reached 
now, but the transformation of our body. The apostle Paul was 
stretching out to the things before, knowing that he had not yet 
obtained the prize. What Paul reached eventually we find in 2 
Timothy when he says, My course is finished. Now it is the 
moral transformation in our heart and souls; what we have 
before us is the finishing touch in the transformation of our 
bodies into conformity to His body of glory—“according to, the 
working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to 
himself”. Beloved brethren, what an outlook it is to have this 
before our eyes! Let us stretch out after it.  
If the Lord preserves us, tomorrow we shall have the privilege, 
the experience, of being gathered around our Lord as He is in 
the midst of His saints. It is a wonderful thought, but what a 
portion and hope is given to us to be like Him not only in heart 
and soul—that is what we are aiming at now—but as to our 
bodies. May we be kept in the expectation of that wonderful 
moment when we shall be transformed without anything else 
remaining, in soul, and spirit and body for His eternal pleasure 
and glory. Amen.  
Address at Redbridge 
3 September 1988
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SUNRISE  
John Gray  
I saw the sun, the glorious sun,  
Arise from out the east;  
I saw its beams, its golden beams;  
My eyes enjoyed the feast.  
Depressing thought, which night had brought,  
Its exit quickly took,  
As earth’s reply to sunlit sky  
Was heard from bird and brook.  
While sea gulls flocked, from Ailsa’s rock, *  
White-winged, to grace the dawn,  
The shimmering sea did dance to me,  
Like children on a lawn.  
I looked to praise in joyful lays  
As robed, the shining morn  
Stepped into light from out the night,  
Creation to adorn.  
I’ll see the Sun, the righteous Sun,  
Whose warming rays shall ring  
This world of sighs when He’ll arise  
With healing in His wing.  
When sinful blight, and earth’s dark night,  
With nations’ warring din,  
Shall fade away, when God the day  
Of Christ shall usher in.  
Then for His death let all with breath  
Praise Him for evermore;  
God’s Son on high, who came to die,  
Shall shine on every shore.
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*Ailsa Craig, a rocky islet off the Ayrshire coast, Saltcoats, 
Scotland
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MUSINGS 
“FOR JESUS’ SAKE” The greatest possible appeal to a 
believer’s affections is the call to do something, whatever it 
may be, for Jesus’ sake. He has done so much for our sake 
and it is a privilege to which we should readily answer to do 
something for His sake. He counts on our affection that we will 
do so. In Matthew 10: 39 He says, “He who has lost his life for 
my sake shall find it”. The martyrs—many of them young—did 
that literally. We are called upon, in love for Christ, to lose our 
lives while we still live—“He died for all, that they who live 
should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for 
them and has been raised”, 2 Corinthians 5: 15. So our lives 
are no longer to centre in ourselves and our own wills, but to 
be yielded to Him. How He values that!  
Love for Christ was the motive of Paul’s service. He says, 
“Ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ sake”, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. 
What a fine spirit in which to undertake service! May any little 
service we seek to render be done in the spirit of our Master, 
respecting the saints as belonging to Him, and seeking to 
promote His work in them for His pleasure and glory.  
If there should be reproach or misunderstanding, let us go on 
in the spirit of Paul—“I take pleasure in weaknesses, in insults, 
in necessities, in persecutions, in straits, for Christ”, 2 
Corinthians 12: 10. “For Christ” is the key word. Let us go on 
undeterred in simple, affectionate committal to Him and to His 
own. Pleasing the Lord is bound to involve sacrifice, from 
which, naturally, we would shrink. Are we prepared for it? Let 
us go forward strengthened in the joy of doing all “for Jesus’ 
sake”.  
FCM


Scripture references

Matthew 10:39 (JND) [39] He that finds his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for my sake shall find it.

2 Corinthians 5:15 (JND) [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.

2 Corinthians 4:5 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake.
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EXTRACTS 
How happy it is when parents and disciples can see that a true 
desire to please the Lord is active in the children! Instead of 
unruliness there is now a spirit of subjection; instead of the 
Lord’s things being a bore they begin to be attractive; His 
people are loved and their company sought; it becomes a 
pleasure to render little acts of service; there is contentment 
without the pleasures of the world, and preparedness to bear a 
little reproach for the name of Jesus. All these things are 
evidences of a walk in newness of life which are not beyond 
the measure of a child of twelve.  
The Lord “desired that something should be given her to eat”. 
When movements in life are seen it is most important to supply 
food to nourish the life that is there. Do not let us think that 
young people cannot appreciate the food of God’s house. 
They can appreciate it, and often they get its value more fully 
than some who are older. It is interesting to think of the age of 
twelve as a time when there may be definite movement of soul 
occasioned by personal exercise before God. I believe a child 
of that age may be competent to distinguish between what is 
of flesh and what is of the Spirit, and may have power in life to 
walk according to the Spirit and to refuse what is of the flesh.  
C. A. Coates (‘The Food of Life’, p.63)  
The kingdom, like the Lord Himself, came into the world 
almost unperceived. It is righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit, and men hardly knew that it was there nor what it 
was. The kingdom of God was among them when Christ was 
here, but it had come without observation.  
F. E. Raven (Vol. 4, p.77)
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