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THE DIVINE END

W. Dickson 

Job 37: 16–22 

These words were spoken to a man who had passed through a very deep sorrow, sorrow which he could not understand. It was not because Job was a wicked man, but God put him through a very long, testing sorrow and this brother (shall we call him), Elihu, was available in the power of the Spirit to test Job as to whether in what he had passed through he had gained in the knowledge of God. What now engages us is a very tender matter, and the Spirit would say to us, “Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds? “. During these twelve months, when the clouds hung over the household and over our brother as he lay in sickness, do we know who balanced the clouds? Do we know the God who balanced the clouds? Every day was ordered in divine wisdom, every stress, every moment of joy and hope, and then again when the sorrow deepened, the clouds were balanced by God Himself in His infinite grace and wisdom—“The wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge”. Our gracious God knew; He was perfect in knowledge. He knew what was going on, and when our brother oft-times could not speak, God knew what was going on in his heart, and what was going on in his spirit. In these months of sorrow, the Saviour was ever near to him in the richness of His love and grace. Our brother knew what it was for his garments to become warm when the south wind blew. These blessed moments of communion are granted in times of sorrow. We have proved it in our own city. You have proved it in Kirkcaldy, how the south wind tenderly refreshes and strengthens in moments of sorrow. 

 It says, “Men see not the light as it gleameth, it is hidden in the skies”. ‘I have been thinking this week of John 11 and 12. The fact that our brother died in our city brought the thing very near to us and we were thinking of John 11 and John 12 in our ministry meeting. How the light gleamed through the darkness, through the cloud, in John 11. The Lord said to Martha, 

“I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11: 25)—that was the light gleaming through the cloud. Four days had Lazarus lain in the tomb, but the words, “I am the resurrection and the life” were light gleaming through the cloud for Martha. Then it says, “But the wind passeth by and cleareth them”. O, beloved brethren, the cloud is not on our beloved brother now. No, it is not there. The wind has passed by and he is in the sunshine and the enjoyment of his Saviour’s love. For our sister, too, the cloud will pass by. Will it pass by because she just dismisses it? No; it will pass by as she rests afresh in the holy bosom of Jesus, in the comfort of His grace and love that has sustained her all these months. 

It also says, “From the north cometh gold”. Beloved brethren, if John 11 was the light that gleamed through the cloud, John 12 was the gold that came out of the north, when Mary took the pound of ointment and anointed Jesus. O, beloved hearer, can I speak to you about Jesus? 

He was the blessed Man who went into the north. He was the holy Sufferer. He was the One who died. He was the One who, in those three hours of darkness, went through all at the hands of God in order that the light might gleam for you. In order that you might know the love of God, He went into the north. But out of the north comes the gold. It will come for this locality, it will come for us all, as we understand something of the ways of God. O, beloved brethren, may our hearts be drawn to our 

blessed Saviour, the holy Sufferer, the One who in His death laid a basis that for us, in the presence of death, there might be a hope, joy, peace, and a resting place with Him eternally. 

May we find comfort in these words. It took Job a long time to understand the sorrow. It is difficult to understand these things sometimes, but the Spirit would tell us that the divine end is that the gold should come out of the north, for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. T. Wilson, Kirkcaldy
1 October 1981 

 


Scripture references

Job 37:16-22 (JND) [16] Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge? [17] How thy garments become warm when he quieteth the earth by the south wind? [18] Hast thou with him spread out the sky, firm, like a molten mirror? [19] Teach us what we shall say unto him! We cannot order [our words] by reason of darkness. [20] Shall it be told him if I would speak? if a man [so] say, surely he shall be swallowed up. [21] And now [men] see not the light as it gleameth, it is [hidden] in the skies. But the wind passeth by and cleareth them. [22] From the north cometh gold; with God is terrible majesty.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



“LET THE OTHERS JUDGE”

J. Mitchell 

1 Corinthians 14: 29 

The brethren will realise that this verse directly bears on this meeting, but I wish in one’s application to widen it a little. In a meeting such as this we are generally concerned that there should be two or three prophets to speak. It is very necessary that prophets should speak; that is why we are gathered together this evening, and generally we do that weekly. But possibly we are a little less concerned about the second half of the verse which says, “Let the others judge”, and it is that section of the verse that I would like to say a little about this evening. 

I do feel for oneself and for one’s dear brethren that we would do well to sharpen the faculty of judgment among us. Very soon after the verse our brother read in Genesis (Genesis 1: 1) you find God dividing between the light and the darkness. That is discrimination, and the faculty of 

judgment is really that; it discriminates. It is represented in the Scriptures in a variety of ways. There is the palate for instance, which is a discriminative faculty in our human make-up; but what I want to speak of is the exercise of discrimination in relation to the truth and what proceeds among the saints. If the faculty of judgment is not in exercise the result is congregationalism, and alongside congregationalism is clericalism. The great antidote to, or preservative from, those things, dear brethren, and what will facilitate the working of the assembly truly in our local positions, is the faculty of judgment being in exercise. 

Now that does not mean that we are unnecessarily critical, or that we are unbrotherly, or that we are watching one another seeking to catch persons in their words—I would like to make abundantly clear that I am not suggesting that; but what I am suggesting is that whatever is said, and whatever is done in our localities, needs to be weighed. It needs to be weighed by every one of us, and it is not only that the brethren have a right to weigh these things; I venture to say that they have a responsibility to weigh them. The faculty of judgment is not something that belongs to a few. If the assembly is to be entered into rightly it is the responsibility of all, of every person. Paul says in this very epistle, “Do ye judge what I say”, 1 Corinthians 10: 15. Therefore, as I say, the brethren have not only a right but also a responsibility to judge of matters, and to judge of what I am saying here at the present time, and I trust the judgment would be in the presence of God. So the judgment would be a righteous judgment and we would have God’s mind about matters and, I repeat, dear brethren, this is a tremendous preservative among the saints. It preserves the prophets. “Let two or .three prophets speak, and let the others judge”—if there is that faculty of judgment among the 

saints it preserves those who seek to say something in the way of bringing in the mind of God. 

It would also preserve those who seek to exercise the responsibility of leadership. If the faculty of judgment is among the saints it becomes a great preservative for the functioning of prophets and leaders, which functions are right in themselves. Persons who seek to exercise these responsibilities amongst the saints are thus preserved. I think you might see then that it becomes one of the most preserving elements for all. It will keep the enemy at bay; it will ensure that things that are said and things that are done in our midst are right and that they can be honoured in heaven, and I think that is a very great matter. So when we come to what we speak of as assembly judgments it is right that every person should judge—“Let the others judge”—and I think that is a great necessity so that things are not being done by a few, resulting in brethren not being carried by what is done. It is very essential in whatever is done in any locality that the brethren are carried in their consciences by it. I am not suggesting that you must wait until all are carried. It may be some may not be carried in their conscience, but what I am speaking of is the general principle of everyone judging, and judging rightly. Nor  am I suggesting that because all are carried is it necessarily a right judgment. But the normal state of things is that a right judgment is arrived at by all. The assembly has been truly in function in judgment and what has been judged can be honoured and ratified in heaven. So I think there is a great need for this spirit of things among us. 

Remember the Bereans, it says of them that they were “daily searching the scriptures if these things were so” (Acts 17: 11), and Mr. Taylor said that Paul would have appreciated the Bereans’ spirit that did not take things just because it was Paul speaking. 

Not that I think Paul would ever say what was wrong, but they did not just take things because of the weight of the person who said them; they searched the Scriptures daily; they came to their own judgment of matters. I believe that is a very necessary thing among the saints at the present time, indeed at any time, and all the time. It is not a question of who says it. Of course, from a certain point of view, you have confidence in things that certain persons say. Paul himself says to Timothy, “knowing of whom thou hast learned them”, 2 Timothy 3: 14. Therefore, as we ofttimes say, things that have come down in the ministries of the revival are reliable, but there is a great necessity, dear brethren, to pursue matters in secret with God in this discriminative way, and by weighing things up, so that we arrive at things for ourselves, with the result that the truth is established among the saints. Now I repeat that this is a very great necessity, because if the revival is anything it is not the truth held in doctrine; it is not a system of things that is held externally; it is really each of the saints arriving at the truth substantially in themselves. 

Mr. Raven made the point that he cared nothing for a company of persons who were holding to the tenets of the truth. What he really sought was a company who were walking in the light of it. Now I think that to walk in the light of it you must arrive at it for yourself. Therefore there is a great need for this discriminatory judgment among us. So we would encourage one another that such a faculty might be increased with us and that there may be an increase in the spirit of enquiry, and the spirit of following things up, and the spirit of testing things by Scripture. If I could again refer to Mr. Taylor, he said more than once, Do not accept it just because I say it; take it to the Scriptures and test it in the light of Scripture. 

Thus you find the truth becomes substantial; it becomes your own. 

Now I would just like to add a little warning as to that, because persons sometimes say that they test everything by Scripture when they are not exactly testing things by Scripture, but by their own interpretation of Scripture. Now there is quite a difference there; but I am saying nevertheless that this thought of judgment is something that we all need, and that we need to keep exercised about. Do not let us be lethargic. If lethargy comes in in this connection I have no doubt whatsoever that the result would be congregationalism, and alongside with congregationalism goes clericalism, and if clericalism comes to light we are pretty quick to blame the cleric, but, you know, if there is clericalism among the brethren there must be spiritual lethargy. If the body is in function, and true discriminatory judgment is in operation, these things have no place. Therefore let us, every one of us, take the responsibility to ourselves. I press this because I feel the need of it. Responsibility does not belong to a few;  the responsibility belongs to all. You will remember the reference to the angel of the assembly in the addresses to the assemblies and Mr. Darby’s note (to Revelation 2: 20) making it perfectly clear that that is the responsible element in the assembly, and that we are all responsible, every one of us. What I am seeking to say simply then, dear brethren, is, let us take up our responsibility, and I believe that in taking it up there will be very great preservation among the saints. May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
5 January 1982 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:29 (JND) [29] And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge.

Genesis 1:1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

1 Corinthians 10:15 (JND) [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say.

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

2 Timothy 3:14 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them];

Revelation 2:20 (JND) [20] But I have against thee that thou permittest the woman Jezebel, she who calls herself prophetess, and she teaches and leads astray my servants to commit fornication and eat of idol sacrifices.



RECEPTION

J. Strachan 

Luke 24: 50, 51; John 1: 11–13; Acts 17: 10, 11 Romans 15: 5–7 

I would like to say a word on reception. Heaven has set on this matter of reception according to the end of Luke’s gospel. It speaks of the Lord Jesus being carried up into heaven. Heaven gave that Man a magnificent reception. 

He was worthy to have such a reception. There was a time when the heaven was opened on Him, at the time when the people were coming to be baptised by John, and Jesus having been baptised was praying (see Luke 3: 21). That is what it says about Him, that He was coming the way the people came and the heaven was opened upon Him—a dependent Man—and the voice came out of heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. That happened before any question of public service arose. It was an expression of heaven’s delight in the life of Jesus. That is a wonderful thing, that there was one Man here who was absolutely, in every way, delightful to heaven. So the heaven was opened and that voice came out of heaven. Hence you can understand the feelings of heaven as that Man was carried up there. There was a feeling of pleasure in heaven in having that Man who was so delightful carried up into heaven. There is one Man in heaven who has been delightful to God here and who is filling heaven. You can understand that at that reception every intelligence in heaven would be moved; every intelligence would be filled. What a reception He must have had, a glorious reception! Indeed it says He was “received up in glory”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. How worthy He was to be received up in glory! God has a Man before Him in heaven. He is going to fill heaven with men. But He has one Man in heaven and has infinite pleasure in Him, and He is working out everything in relation to that Man. What it is to heaven to have One who is in every way delightful to God, in whom everything is perfectly blended, every feature that He looked for in men. Therefore you can understand heaven’s ecstasy in having that Man installed in His rightful place. 

Now matters are settled as to heaven’s assessment and heaven’s reception of Him, but the question would be, as to believers, what kind of reception is He going to get with us? The One who is worthy of the highest honour in heaven is surely worthy to be received into the hearts of believers. John’s gospel says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”. 

He should have been received there. But it says, “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”. John 1: 11, 12. “As many as received him”—I wonder if everyone here has received Him. You know, publicly in the world at the present time many are content to have the name of Christ attached to them in some shape or form. But I think John is thinking of persons who will have an affectionate link with Him. “As many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”. It is a question of what kind of reception He has from believers—not just a nominal reception, but the kind of reception He is worthy of. Surely the Man who is worthy of the highest place in heaven is worthy of the chief place in our hearts. If we have trusted Him, if we have proved His love in dying for us, the One who, as John says, “loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood” (Revelation 1: 5), is He not worthy of being received in the fullest possible way in my heart and yours? 

I wonder if I could appeal to you, dear young believer. Has He a full place in your heart? He is worthy of it. Oh that He might have an affectionate reception into the hearts of everybody in this room! To such He says, You have been given the right to be children of God. Indeed it is a token of the Father’s love—“See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God”, John 3: 1. These are persons who are in line with heaven in receiving Christ. This is the most distinguished family that anyone can have part in, the most distinguished family there ever will be. Think of the opportunity which is within the reach of everyone in this room this afternoon of having a part in the most distinguished family there is in the universe of God through receiving Christ. It is a wonderful opportunity that is within the reach of every one of us, to receive Christ into our hearts, not just to be nominal Christians but to receive Christ in a full way into our hearts. It is the way that leads to life in your soul because John’s intention in writing his gospel is that in believing we might have life in His name—not to be morally dead or half-dead, but believers who have life in His name. 

Now in receiving Christ it opens up wonderful possibilities to us. Paul the apostle raised the question with certain disciples, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?”, Acts 19: 2. Did ye receive the Holy Spirit? God from His side is abundant in the way of His giving. The Lord conveys that when He says to the woman in John 4: 10, “If thou knewest the gift of God”, pointing to the gift of the Holy Spirit. From God’s side He is rich, He is lavish in His giving. What greater gift could you have than the gift of the Holy Spirit? But the question now for believers, for you and me, is, do we appreciate that gift? Have you received the Holy Spirit? That is our side of 

the matter, as I understand it. Have you the sense that you have this gift that has been provided so richly by God? The next thing, of course, that must come up is—Have you made room for Him? What is indicated in the typical teaching in Genesis 24 is that there is room  for the servant, room for the camels (see Genesis 24: 25, 31). It is a question of room for the Spirit—hence the importance of the reception of the Spirit and making room for the Spirit. 

Now another thing, if we have received Christ, is, are we ready to receive what He wants to give us, what He is making available? You know there is an administration under the hand of Christ. The Father has put all things in the hand of the Son. There is a wonderful administration under His hand, and one of the things is what we have referred to in Acts 17. 

Paul and Silas were men who had been given by Christ and something was being dispensed by Christ through these men. Now it says of these Berean disciples, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind”. That is the attitude in which we can get the full benefit of what the Lord Jesus is dispensing. It may be done mediately through His servants, but He is the One who is giving it, and this attitude is important, “Receiving the word with all readiness of mind”. There is something noble about the conduct of those persons in Berea, they were “more noble”. They had the kind of attitude that belongs to spiritual nobility and it says they received the word with all readiness of mind. 

They did not just swallow everything hook, line, and sinker, as we say, but they searched the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. They did not search the Scriptures to find things to negate what was said, or to oppose what was said, or turn the edge of it, but they turned to the Scriptures for confirmation. That is a very important thing, that when we have been at meetings we do not just go and forget what was said but in our own exercises follow things up afterwards. They searched the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. It is important to go over things with the Lord and get the confirmation of the truth for ourselves, and we can get that from the Scriptures. 

Now I am not setting aside what has been given by way of written ministry because that is very valuable. Indeed Paul speaks to Timothy about the good teaching which he had fully followed up (see 1 Timothy 4: 6). By all means follow that up fully. Dear young brothers and sisters particularly, while your minds are young and alert use them profitably to follow up what is available in the good teaching, but please do not overlook what you can receive by way of what comes orally. Receive it with readiness of mind and search it out from the Scriptures to get the confirmation of it in your own soul. It is very important to use our minds rightly. Paul says to Timothy, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 2: 7. In that way you gain the knowledge which comes, of reflection. That way the Lord helps us. There are many things that we could be occupied with, but this is something I commend to you that you can be profitably engaged with. It is worthwhile going in for the truth because it is the most interesting thing you can possibly have. We get things there relating to divine Persons, divine things, a universal order of things that God has in mind centred in Christ, and there is nothing to compare with it in the whole world. 

Now if we receive Christ, how do we receive those who belong to Him? I think Romans 15 bears on that because how we receive those who belong to Christ and are precious to Him is a reflection of how we receive Christ. So it says, “Wherefore receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to the glory of God”. I think there is a fine touch of mutuality in this, 

“Receive ye one another”. You regard the saints as precious in the light of what they are to Christ. That will immediately cut across anything in the way of special friendships, or social friendships, among the brethren. What determines things, our companionships, or our regard for the brethren, is what they are to Christ, “According as the Christ also has received you to the glory of God”. That is the way Christ has received us. That is the kind of reception we have had. Now there are certain things in the Scriptures that would convey to us the kind of reception we have—how Christ has received us to the glory of God, and we are to receive one another in the same way. That is not a niggardly reception of one another, or just putting up with one another, but reception because we need one another, especially in view of the service of God. You will notice what it says in the previous verse, “That ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. You know, dear brethren, we need each other in view of the service of God. Think of the harmony in that, that there should be a response to God in harmony, with one accord, nothing inharmonious. In our relations with one another we are to have mutual regard and respect and affection for one another so that this idea of one accord can be a reality, not just something we read of in the Scriptures, but something that actually works in our local meetings—“with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. That is how the service of God proceeds in power. So, dear brethren, we are essential to one another. “Wherefore receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to the glory of God”. 

Now that is very wonderful, and when you find that condition of things prevailing you will find that the service of God can go on. 

In John 20, when the disciples were together. Jesus came and stood in the midst and they rejoiced because they had seen the Lord. Think of the kind of reception He had in that company! Then we have to think of Lord’s day morning when we are convened for the Lord’s supper, and what kind of reception will be waiting for the Lord Jesus when He comes in. Will there be a reception that is worthy of Him? Shall we find that there is rejoicing and that the service of God can proceed with one accord, with one mouth? Will it be that kind of reception He will get? He is worthy of it! 

Then there is the reception we are going to have finally. He is in heaven Himself personally. He has prepared a place for us (see John 14: 2) and is coming again to receive us to Himself that we may be with Him. What a reception that is going to be, dear brethren! There will be nothing to compare with it, when the Lord Jesus comes to receive us to Himself. What that event will mean for Him, and what blessedness for us! Meantime Christ has been received up and how blest we are as receiving Him, receiving the Spirit, receiving what He gives with all readiness of mind, and receiving those who belong to Him. May the Lord encourage us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
19 September 1981 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:50-51 (JND) [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them. [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven.

John 1:11-13 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; [13] who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh's will, nor of man's will, but of God.

Acts 17:10-11 (JND) [10] But the brethren immediately sent away, in the night, Paul and Silas to Berea; who, being arrived, went away into the synagogue of the Jews. [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Romans 15:5-7 (JND) [5] Now the God of endurance and of encouragement give to you to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus; [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [7] Wherefore receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to [the] glory of God.

Luke 3:21 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened,

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

John 1:11-12 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Acts 19:2 (JND) [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come].

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:25-31 (JND) [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge. [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren. [28] And the maiden ran and told these things to her mother's house. [29] And Rebecca had a brother, named Laban; and Laban ran out to the man, to the well. [30] And it came to pass when he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's hand, and when he heard the words of Rebecca his sister, saying, Thus spoke the man to me that he came to the man, and behold, he was standing by the camels, by the well. [31] And he said, Come in, blessed of Jehovah! why standest thou outside? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

1 Timothy 4:6 (JND) [6] Laying these things before the brethren, thou wilt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which thou hast fully followed up.

2 Timothy 2:7 (JND) [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;



GOD’S THOUGHTS OF THE SAINTS

D. J. Hutson 

Leviticus 24: 5–9; Judges 6: 25–27, 33–35; 1 Kings 18: 21, 30–39, 41 

In looking at the scripture in relation to 

Gideon I noticed there is a footnote where it speaks of building the altar in the ordered manner referring to Leviticus 24: 6, which relates to the shewbread. I just felt, beloved, that it is important ever to hold in our minds the thoughts of God in relation to His people at the level in which they are before Him as sustained there in Christ. So we often speak of the table of shewbread, and the loaves which were put there, each cake made of fine wheaten flour, 

“twelve cakes thereof; each shall be of two tenths. And thou shalt set them in two rows, six in a row, upon the pure table before Jehovah”. It says of them that they should be a bread of remembrance. That would indicate that what they stand for is never to be forgotten. It may be lost sight of in its public setting; there is the breakdown that had come in in the days of Gideon and in the days of Elijah, but what is spoken of in the two rows of cakes upon the pure table before Jehovah is something which is ever to be remembered. Let us ever remember the place that the saints have before God in Christ Jesus above, beyond breakdown or failure of any kind; this is the bread of the presence (see Exodus 25: 30), speaking of the saints before God and yet having its testimonial bearing. 

The first section of the chapter speaks of the light and the lamp outside the veil of the testimony. There is that which is secret, there is the most holy place; but there is the veil of the testimony, and before the veil there is the pure candlestick; the light is there and the table is there, and the light is shining upon the cakes upon the pure table in the presence of God. It speaks of the saints viewed as in Christ Jesus. No breakdown is there, beloved, no breakdown attaches to that position, a pure table, a golden table, that would speak to us of the glory of Christ and His ability to sustain the saints in the presence of God according to His own thoughts and at that level. 

It says that it should be a bread of remembrance. Let us never forget it, beloved, in relation to our brethren, those not available to us—in relation to ourselves too, for we are to take account of ourselves as in this light—but let us take account of all the saints; let us never forget what they are as in the presence of God and sustained there by Christ, the One who will never fail, the One who is able to present the saints before God in this way. The beloved apostle could labour to present every man, perfect in Christ; I believe he would, as saying that, have before him the loaves on the pure table, the bread of remembrance. 

“And it shall be Aaron’s and his sons’; and they shall eat it in a holy place”. This is the food of the priests, this is the way in which the priests would feed upon the saints. How do we regard the saints? How do we regard our brethren? Do we take account of them as in their  weakness, as in the failings which have marked them and in which we have had our part, or can we feed upon them as they are in the presence of God, in Christ Jesus, where there is no failure, no breakdown, where no weakness attaches to them? Oh that we might be strengthened in this, in partaking of this bread of remembrance, priestly food, so that we might consider for God in relation to them, and as we move in relation to them in view of recovery. It would not be just that there might be more added, to make the situation any easier for us here though we thank God for those who are recovered, and that there are more to bear the burdens of the testimony—but what would primarily be in mind as the priest partakes of the bread of remembrance is what is for God Himself, that there might be more secured for Himself in His testimony, and in His service of praise. 

So it says, “for it is most holy unto him of 

Jehovah’s offerings by fire”. Think of the Lord Jesus saying before He went on high, “I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth”, John 17: 19. What a wonderful prayer uttered by One who as to His Person is God, but here as Man, uttered to One whom He could refer to as “My Father” and “My God”. Think of that wonderful prayer and the way that He could speak of sanctifying Himself for the saints that they might be sanctified by truth. Let us take account of the saints according to truth, beloved, according to what they are in the presence of God in Christ Jesus on the pure table; let it ever be for us a bread of remembrance to partake of as priestly food that we may work in relation to God’s own thoughts in relation to the saints. 

I believe Gideon was one who had these thoughts. We have earlier spoken of him and the spirit that marked him in the way that he could speak of his thousand being the poorest in Manasseh, and he being the least in his father’s house, but this makes way for Jehovah to speak to him in relation to this offering, and it says that he was to “build an altar to Jehovah thy God upon the top of this strong place in the ordered manner”. What a wonderful thing that is, “the ordered manner”; the footnote connects it with the order of the cakes upon the table of pure gold. As Gideon built this altar he would have before him the saints as they were in their completeness, in their entirety, apart from all the breakdown that had come in, apart from all the hand of God in government upon them. We would seek that we might hold these thoughts, beloved, as to the saints, and have in our minds the whole thoughts of God, the complete thoughts of God, and what is going through, what is to have part in the sustaining of His service—the altar would speak of that. What is primarily in mind is the service of God; the testimony is before us, but primarily in our 

minds is the service of God. As he built this altar Gideon would have in view the saints as God views them, for it is thus they have part in the holy service to our God and Father. 

Well, what an encouragement, the word is, “build an altar to Jehovah upon the top of this strong place in the ordered manner”. How wonderful that is, that in this day in which we are we can find a strong place! May I suggest that it would relate to the place that is provided for us outside the camp, the place that is established for us in the writing of the apostle to Timothy, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”, 2 

 Timothy 2: 19. The Lord knows those that are His; that is, He can take account of His own, and take account of them according to what they are as before God, but then, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. Provision is made for us in separating from evil, and in separating from vessels to dishonour; there is, as it were, a strong place on which we can build this altar, where we can be recovered to God’s highest thoughts. 

It says, “upon the top of this strong place”, a position (we need not fear to use that word because it is a position) outside the camp, outside of all that professes the name of Christ but is dishonouring to Him, in relation to Himself. We are to go forth to Him without the camp (see Hebrews 13: 13). The Lord Jesus Himself has taken up a position in relation to all that is here, and we can find our place in relation to Him at the top of this strong place in the ordered manner. Everything is there in order, no confusion. Confusion is all around us but as we get to the top of this strong place we can have before us the bread of remembrance where everything is in perfect order, where everything is sustained on the table of pure gold, where all the saints are viewed as in Christ Jesus. 

“Gideon took ten men of his servants”; this 

would have some reference, I suppose, the number ten, to responsibility, but Gideon takes on the responsibility in relation to it. Maybe he was marked by fear, he is doing it by night, nevertheless the Lord took account of it, and the men took account of it, and the result was a rallying of the people. So as we maintain this position, as we hold these thoughts in our minds and affections, viewing the saints as they are as before God, so there is provided a rallying point. It speaks of Gideon sounding the trumpet; as the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him he blew the trumpet. There was an alarm, a warning, as to the state of things around, but it was a rallying call and it called these people to him, the Abi-ezrites, Manasseh, Asher Zebulun and Naphtali; they rallied to this point where Gideon raised this altar. I believe it would be an encouragement, beloved. Think of Gideon in that obscurity in which he was threshing wheat in the winepress, yet now he is coming on to public view. One would encourage the dear brethren; maybe there has been that secret side of things, but let us be encouraged to wait on the Lord, for it is the word of the Lord that comes to Gideon. We have spoken of the prophetic word, and we would wait on the word of the Lord that there might be some emergence, may we say, to what is public, bearing in mind the saints as they are before God in Christ Jesus, but providing, and taking possession of, the ground, for the only ground on which there is room for every believer is the ground provided in 2 Timothy 2. It is a strong place and it provides a rallying point to which the saints can gather together, and a base from which the enemy can be overthrown. 

I like to think of Elijah and the way in which he built that altar. We have to take account of the number of persons who may be halting between two opinions. Elijah says to them—he is not 

persuasive, and it would be a guide for us, I suppose, as to how we would approach such persons “If Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word”. Maybe there is little response to the appeal; maybe that has been our experience. But Elijah is not diverted by that; he is not discouraged; he says, “Draw near to  me”; he has found, as it were, the strong place of which Gideon would remind us, and it says, 

“Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name”. I love that expression. 

The responsible history, the chequered history, the history of the supplanter and the bargainer, is not overlooked, and yet God has taken account of that man according to His thoughts in purpose and He names him accordingly, and Elijah holds to that. He has before him the whole position; all the saints are in his heart as he builds this altar, and in relation to this wonderful offering. 

“And it came to pass at the time of the offering up of the oblation”; oh, think of the perfection of Jesus, the humanity of Jesus; what food it is for us, the perfection that was seen in the pathway of Jesus, the perfect evenness. How different from what has marked us! In every way He was permeated by the oil, the Holy Spirit identified in an absolute way with that blessed Man, the fine flour mingled with oil. So at that time there is this offering, and it says that Elijah put the wood in order. Again, you see, there is no confusion; in this day of breakdown and weakness in which he was there was no confusion as far as Elijah was concerned; he was holding to God’s thoughts of His people. Everything is set in order; he cut the bullock in pieces and laid it on the wood. Now he brings before the people, typically, the perfections of Jesus. We might 

have thought it would be the sin-offering that he would bring before them, but it is the burnt-offering, the water being brought to bear only manifesting the perfection that was there. As we have been reminded in the teaching, the water in one sense would be for cleansing and the removal of impurities, but in relation to the burnt-offering it was but to manifest the perfection that was there. This has been likened to the way in which Jesus went into death, the way in which everything was done, if it were possible, to prevent that offering being absolutely acceptable to God, for what would seem to prevent the burnt-offering being an offering by fire was the pouring of water upon it. 

It has been said that it is like when He was arraigned before Pilate, but then again, He was arraigned before Herod; think of the testing there; and then the testing before the high priest first of all; the water poured upon the offering again and again. Where you or I would have resisted, where it would have brought out in us the worst of the flesh, it only brought out in Jesus the absolute perfection that was there, and all, it says, was consumed. How wonderful the total consuming, “And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench”. You could not think of anything more complete than this offering; not only the offering itself, but all that went up with it. How wonderful is all that has gone up in Christ; He has gone there in His own perfection, the savour of His own perfect offering, having taken with Him, as it were, all that God has taken account of in the saints, and the saints now are there in Himself. Elijah had that view of them and here he demonstrates to the people the acceptance of this blessed One and the acceptance of themselves in Him, as we would say as applying to us. So all the people saw it  and they fell on their faces saying, “Jehovah, he is God! Jehovah, he is God! “. Now there is no halting between two opinions, but the manifestation of the perfection of Jesus and the acceptance of the saints in Him as coming in its convicting power to the saints, and they say, “Jehovah, he is God!” 

“And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain”. As reminded of the sacrifice of Jesus, the basis which has been laid for the saints to be before God in perfect acceptance, taken into favour in the Beloved, as the reminder of that is there, and as the saints lay hold of it, so there is abundance of rain. There is ample supply in the Holy Spirit that the position which has been arrived at should be maintained, and the saints preserved in relation to the thoughts of God during the little while that remains before we are actually taken into that position which is beyond failure, beyond breakdown. Well, may the Lord encourage us to hold these thoughts in relation to His people, in relation to one another, in relation to ourselves, and to realize the way in which the ground has been secured by that perfect offering, and the absolute acceptance of that offering as before God and the saints as taken into favour in the Beloved, and the blessed Holy Spirit having come from that position so that we might be maintained in the light of it until the Lord comes, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cape Town
26 December 1981 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 24:5-9 (JND) [5] And thou shalt take fine wheaten flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof; each cake shall be of two tenths. [6] And thou shalt set them in two rows, six in a row, upon the pure table before Jehovah. [7] And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row; and it shall be a bread of remembrance, an offering by fire to Jehovah. [8] Every sabbath day he shall arrange it before Jehovah continually, on the part of the children of Israel: [it is] an everlasting covenant. [9] And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most holy unto him of Jehovah's offerings by fire: [it is] an everlasting statute.

Judges 6:25-35 (JND) [25] And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said to him, Take the young bullock, which thy father hath, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it; [26] and build an altar to Jehovah thy God upon the top of this strong place in the ordered manner, and take the second bullock, and offer up a burnt-offering with the wood of the Asherah that thou shalt cut down. [27] And Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as Jehovah had said to him. And it came to pass, because he feared his father's house, and the men of the city, if he did it by day, that he did it by night. [28] And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the Asherah was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered up upon the altar that was built. [29] And they said one to another, Who has done this thing? And when they inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing. [30] And the men of the city said to Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die, because he has broken down the altar of Baal, and because he has cut down the Asherah that was by it. [31] And Joash said to all that stood near him, Will *ye* contend for Baal? or will *ye* save him? he that contends for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning. If he be a god, let him plead for himself, because they have broken down his altar. [32] And on that day they called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead with him, because he has broken down his altar. [33] And all Midian and Amalek and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and encamped in the valley of Jezreel. [34] And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon, and he blew the trumpet, and the Abi-ezrites were gathered after him. [35] And he sent messengers throughout Manasseh, and they also were gathered after him; and he sent messengers to Asher, and to Zebulun, and to Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.

1 Kings 18:21-41 (JND) [21] Then Elijah drew near to all the people, and said, How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word. [22] And Elijah said to the people, I, only I, remain a prophet of Jehovah; and Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. [23] Let them therefore give us two bullocks: and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and put it on the wood, and put no fire; and I will sacrifice the other bullock, and put it on the wood, and put no fire. [24] And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of Jehovah; and the god that answers by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, The word is good. [25] And Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Choose one bullock for yourselves, and sacrifice it first; for ye are the many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire. [26] And they took the bullock which had been given them, and sacrificed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, O Baal, answer us! But there was no voice, and none answered. And they leaped about the altar that had been made. [27] And it came to pass at noon that Elijah mocked them and said, Cry aloud; for he is a god; for he is meditating, or gone aside, or he is on a journey; perhaps he sleeps, and will awake. [28] And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with swords and spears, till the blood gushed out upon them. [29] And it came to pass when midday was past, that they prophesied until the [time] of the offering up of the oblation; but there was neither voice, nor any that answered, nor any attention. [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed; …

Leviticus 24:6 (JND) [6] And thou shalt set them in two rows, six in a row, upon the pure table before Jehovah.

Exodus 25:30 (JND) [30] And thou shalt set upon the table shewbread before me continually.

John 17:19 (JND) [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth.

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



EXTRACTS

The moral is that one as a Christian has learned Romans, has arrived at his individuality, in saying, “So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law”. 

You are secured for God, that is the principle, you are no longer in flesh. The apostle sees that his flesh is amenable to the work of the devil. We are no longer in that, and therefore we come to what is needed in the service of God, in the government of the assembly. Here is a man who stands on his own feet and says, I am determined that with my mind I will serve God’s law. I will not listen in the care meeting to personal feelings, I will rule them out, I will stop my ears and rebuke those who bring them in. I will stand by the law of God. It is not simply the ten commandments; in Romans 7 it is God’s law, whatever it be of God that governs this case I stand by that and repudiate all else. I am no longer in flesh, in that which can be influenced by personal feeling. Personal feeling is most damaging and the root of all divisions amongst us. It is not simply that I am contending for the right, I am contending against a brother. That is all. There is so much of that, dear brethren. If I arrive at Romans 7, I am in principle beyond that. “I myself with the mind serve God’s law”; whatever it be I will stand by that. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 86, pp.305, 306) 

Everything centres in Christ and our appreciation of Him. You can see how the apostle had this in mind in telling us in chapter 1 (of Philippians) what Christ was to him. He says, “For for me to live is Christ”. Now he is going to bring in Christ in the wonderful down-stooping  of His love as the great Exemplar of lowliness and humiliation. The true way of the settlement of every difficulty is that one may die to reach the solution of it. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 40, p.225) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …
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