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THE CROSS (1)


Philippians 2: 5-11;  Luke 22:39-46;  23:33-49;

Leviticus 16:11-13

A.M.      The impression I have for these meetings, beloved brethren, is to consider the cross of the Lord Jesus.  This has been spoken about many times.  I am conscious that there was ministry in this place not too long ago on this very subject.  It is a matter which we need to speak about carefully and is not for human sentiment.  It is quite easy to become emotional, but we need divine help and guidance to speak rightly about the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

      We will see how we are guided through these four readings, but the impression I have is that this morning we might dwell upon the moral excellence of our Lord Jesus which was seen in relation to the cross.  This afternoon, if we are led this way, we might speak about the greatness and capacity of our Lord Jesus to endure what He had to go through at the cross.  Then, if we are left here, we may speak about the effect upon the testimony here, and finally what divine Persons have secured for Themselves in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Those are my thoughts now but we will see how we are led as we progress through these meetings.  For this occasion, I have an impression that we should speak about the moral excellence of the One who was there, as seen in Luke’s account.  

      We read first in Philippians because it brings out particularly the features of obedience and dependence.  They are the two great qualities that God looks for in man, obedience and dependence, and they were seen, demonstrated in our Lord Jesus throughout the whole of His life here and in all their excellence when He anticipated the cross.  

      Luke’s account of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus is distinct; it is unlike that of any other gospel writer.  He brings in features that the other gospel writers do not mention.  As anticipating the cross, Jesus was kneeling down and praying.  Think of the dependence of that lowly One as He was occupied in prayer in relation to this matter from which His holy soul recoiled.  How right it was that He should recoil from it, and yet in lowly dependence He faced it with the Father, and in obedience to the Father’s will He accepted it from the Father and received a sign of heaven’s approbation as He did so.  As to Luke 23, what was particularly in mind were the utterances of the Lord Jesus upon the cross.  Luke gives us these three utterances.  There are seven utterances of the Lord Jesus upon the cross.  Matthew and Mark give us one of them and Luke gives us three, while John gives us another three.  What came out in the utterances of Jesus on the cross was His grace, His submission, His acceptance of the Father’s will.  His moral excellence shines in the words of Jesus upon the cross. 

      Some of us were speaking recently about the day of atonement.  A brother remarked that he thought that the fire bringing out the cloud of incense that covered the mercy-seat was just like the sufferings of Jesus in Luke’s gospel.  The mercy-seat was there, the ark was there, and even before the blood was taken in, there was this cloud of incense covering the mercy-seat.  We see the moral excellence of the Lord Jesus, the One who was able to make atonement and that excellence was always before God, even before the work was accomplished.  

N.J.H.      It certainly should awaken interest in every heart here, young and old, and stir our affections.  I thought that God took full account of the moral superiority of Christ.  We have to get through to God’s estimation of the One that hung there on the cross.

A.M.      Yes indeed, it was in contrast to all that men saw.  At the cross, man was exposed for all that he is, and that is all of our hearts.  Against that dark background, we see the moral excellence of One shining out and how much God appreciated that.

N.J.H.      It was God who opened the hearts of those that had some appreciation of what was in Christ.  I thought of your reference to Leviticus; the cloud was actually in the divine presence.  The moral excellence of Christ can only be fully taken account of by God.  

A.M.      And do you not think that it is in the divine presence that we appreciate something of what God found so delightful in the One who went to the cross.  Some time ago we sang a hymn locally which arrested me.  


	‘Gazing on Thee, Lord, in glory,

	   While our hearts in worship bow,

	There we read the wondrous story

	   Of the cross … ’                      (Hymn 302)



You might say ‘Do we see the cross in glory’?  As you get into the presence of God, you see the excellence of the One who is there and, without any sense of guilt, you see the great scope of the work that was accomplished at the cross. 

W.M.P.      We noted in Mark 10 that the Lord says “Are ye able to drink the cup which I drink, or be baptised with the baptism that I am baptised with” (v.38).  A brother commented on how that was unique to the Lord Jesus.  He was the only One who could bear this matter.

A.M.      Yes, that is right; He was able for it on account of His greatness, but He was also able for it on account of His moral worth.  Think of the Lord Jesus in that respect, that He was altogether what He said (John 8:25).  Everything that God had looked for in man, He found in Christ.  He was able for all that was laid upon Him.

J.L.      Would it be true to say in that respect that the cross did not exactly produce the moral excellence, but it gave the occasion for its display?

A.M.      That is good, because there are things that we would not otherwise have appreciated about the Lord Jesus which were always true of Him, but which shone in the circumstances of suffering and opposition.  There are excellences which shone out, which we will be occupied with throughout eternity.  I do not think we will be occupied with the opposition to Him, but we will be occupied with what shone out in the face of that opposition. 

J.L.      I think it is true to say that all that shone out in Christ in lowly circumstances here is now enshrined in glory in Christ above, and will certainly be our eternal occupation.

A.M.      It will, and the assembly now has an appreciation of those moral features.  

G.B.G.      I was thinking about what our brother said, that nothing could be added morally to the Lord.  He is what He is!

A.M.      Yes, He is God’s ideal.  He always was God’s ideal; right from the outset of time, God had His ideal before Him.  Although He came here in such lowly circumstances, nevertheless everything was enshrined in Him.  The “tender sapling” (Isa.53:2) contained all that would be manifested in the tree.  And there He was – everything was embodied in Him.

J.D.G.      Was the moral excellence seen in the mind which was in Christ Jesus?  That was the kind of mind that was in the Lord Jesus, the mind to go down.

A.M.      There was One who entered upon a pathway in which He never exalted Himself.  He had the mind to go down.  This scripture is so well known that we could almost recite it by heart, but how much have we actually imbibed this?  It says that He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”.  He went down.  You might say as a man you could not really go lower than a bondman, but He did; “becoming obedient even unto death”.  That was the extent of His obedience, “even unto death”.  You might think that that is the limit, but no, “and that the death of the cross”.  There are seven downward steps here.

P.A.G.      Does the moral excellence of Christ glorify God?  He had in a Man what He had never had before.  In a scene where God had been dishonoured, there was a Man who honoured Him completely.

A.M.      Yes, there was One who always had God before Him.  “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.  He had God always before Him and in that pathway He glorified God.  He said, “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17:4); God was glorified and God was justified in taking up man because of what was set out in the life of Jesus.  How right it was that God should glorify Him!  

D.C.B.      The moral worth is really greater than the atonement.  We come to Him as knowing how much He has done for us, but then this is something that is greater.  It is going to shine in excellence eternally.

A.M.      The Person is greater than the work, you mean?  Yes, that must be so.  How much do we appreciate that?  We appreciate His worth as being in His presence.  That is how we get to know Him, in His presence.  How much time do we actually spend in the presence of Jesus?  

R.D.P.      This seems to be in the setting of “So that, my beloved, ... work out your own salvation”, Phil.2:12.  Paul seems to have brought this out in the midst of working out how we are to “think the same thing, having the same love”, Phil.2:2.  As seeking to work out these exhortations, we are to have before us the Man who went down.  It is not just a picture of Christ, but we may say a lesson in relation to what was to be worked out here, do you think?

A.M.      Yes.  He is really presented as an example.  Philippi was a wonderful company, but it was not perfect, and so Paul says, If there are things which need to be attended to, consider this going down mind.  It led right on to the cross.  Now that is the place where all that I am that would introduce imperfections was done away, it was all terminated there, it came to an end at the cross.  God has finished with it for ever!  And Paul is saying, Look at this, this was the path to the cross and this is the way in which we arrive at God’s thoughts for us.

R.Gr.      Do you think then that the Father would take delight in instructing us in these moral qualities?  I was thinking of Mark’s gospel where it says “This is my beloved Son: hear him”, Mark 9:7.  Would God lead us on in our understanding of what shines out in Christ?

A.M.      Yes.  You might say, why does Paul put this section here?  Is it so that we should learn?  It goes on “So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation”, Phil.2:12.  Paul is saying, There is the lesson, now work it out.  The instruction is here; we see it in the lowly down-stooping steps of Jesus, the mind that was in Christ Jesus. 

N.J.H.      Is this how the moral universe for God is secured?  It starts primarily with this glorious One, but the blessed God is going to have a universe morally in keeping with Himself.

A.M.      Exactly.  There will be no mind to go up in that universe.  That was Satan’s downfall; he aspired to what was not his.  In contrast to that, we have One whose mind was to go down.  What Satan did has had an influence upon the whole human race.  Adam’s fall was because something was seen which was to be desired.  It was not allowed but it was to be desired; that was the mind to go up.

R.D.P.      We recently read in Hebrews where it speaks of “strong crying and tears”, in which “he learned obedience from the things which he suffered”, Heb.5:7,8.  It was not that the Lord Jesus learned to obey, but He had come from a condition in which obedience did not apply in that sense.  He came into a condition in which obedience was the lot in which He took part, and in strong crying and tears He learned obedience.  Is that seen here?

A.M.      I am glad you mention that because we see the obedience that there was in the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane, the strong crying and tears, and the submission with it.  We were saying recently that obedience is one thing, and it is one of the fine features that God is looking for in man, but subjection is greater.  That was seen in the Lord Jesus in perfection; perfect subjection to the will of His Father and submission to all that that will involved.

R.T.      Does the Hebrew bondman bring out that it was a love matter?

A.M.      Yes, that is good.  The whole pathway of Jesus, we could say, was motivated by love.

R.T.      It says “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exod.21:5.  He surrendered Himself, He left conditions that were normal to Deity to come into these testing circumstances, but He brought everything in with Him.

A.M.      He did, yes.  The first principle that was introduced into the world after creation was disobedience.  That principle has remained and it has affected the whole human race, but when Jesus came in, He introduced a new principle and He brought the moral excellence in Himself.  He did not bring obedience from heaven.  Before He came into manhood, He was not in a condition to obey at all.  What I mean is that He came from Deity, and obedience does not attach to Deity.  He came in bringing every feature of moral excellence with Him and He introduced the principle of perfect obedience.  It is wonderful!

R.T.      And at the end of that, death had to bow!

A.M.      Yes, it had no claim upon Him.  Death had a claim upon all those who have been tainted by the principle of disobedience – that was the consequence.  The moral result of sin was death, “the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23); it is that which we have earned.  But Jesus came in, not at all subject to that principle in any way, not even tainted by it and death had no claim upon Him, so He went into death as overcoming it.

J.L.      Do you think it will be highlighted in glory in that one of the closing features of moral excellence that is referred to in 1 Corinthians 15:28 is subjection?  It comes immediately prior to the introduction of the eternal state, as if God would bring it in final glory before our view.

A.M.      So the moral worth of Jesus remains unchanged; it goes into eternity.  Think of the glory of that!  The One who Himself inhabits eternity and yet retaining His manhood’s state, being subject, that God might be all in all.  That is wonderful to think about!

R.G.      The malefactor said “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  The answer was “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  Paradise will take character from this character of man who said these words to the malefactor.  We are as malefactors, privileged to take the same place and to be with Christ and view Him in His perfection.

A.M.      And what we find is that His response is greater than the request.  “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom” is answered with “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  The answer is greater than the request.

W.M.P.      You referred to the “tender sapling”. It was a “root out of dry ground”, Isa.53:2.  Could you say a little more as to all that the Lord Jesus brought in in Himself?

A.M.      Well, we tend to repeat the things that we have read, but how much of what we say is as a result of contemplation of Him?   We know and we can understand that He derived nothing morally from Mary; that was nature.  He came in wonderful divine grace, as the embodiment of every feature of divine worth.  

W.M.P.      In this gospel, Luke introduces Him as “the holy thing also which shall be born”, Luke 1:35.

A.M.      Yes, “He shall be great”, Luke 1:32.  Think of the holiness of that One.

R.Gr.      Would it be right to say that the moral glories of the Lord Jesus shone the brighter in the presence of the tests that came along?  There was a certain understanding of who He was, but the full outshining of that required that He went the full way to the cross itself.

A.M.      Yes, I think the full outshining of His moral excellence was seen where we have the full display of man’s wickedness.  It is not that the moral worth increased, but the display of it was there.  You might say the darkness caused the light to shine even brighter.

R.Gr.      Is there any parallel with current exercises, that as matters arise, we find practically what the Lord is and can be to us, what is there by way of resource as we, so to speak, put Him to the test?

A.M.      That is right.  I have had quite an exercise in recent weeks; many have said to me, you will be very exercised to get the Lord’s current word at the present time.  Should we not at all times be looking particularly for the Lord’s current word?  I really do feel this, brethren, that if we are fully exercised to get the Lord’s current mind when the south wind blows gently, we may be spared something of the hurricane.  I am just drawing on that figure in Acts 27.  Surely our desire is that we might at all times be living here according to the word of God.  The One we are speaking of was governed every day by the word of God; “morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  If we were more marked by that spirit, beloved brethren, I feel how much we would be spared.  But we have the example in Jesus; we have Him here.  God’s pleasure in that blessed One is unbounded, and God is presenting Him as an example to us!

T.R.C.      Could you help us further in the feature of subjection that you have brought out?  It characterised the Lord Jesus right through His life.  Even as a young boy He was subject to His parents, then right to the time that you are bringing before us where He says ”not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.

A.M.      It is Luke who tells us that He was in subjection to His parents (Luke 2:51).  An extraordinary thing about that verse is that it follows an incident where His parents had been a little bit off the line.  They had gone off without Him and when they eventually found Him they rebuked Him, and yet it says “he was in subjection to them” – beautiful excellence there.  It shows what pleasure God finds in the principle of subjection.  As I said, it is greater than obedience.  We were speaking recently about how subjection is a greater thing than obedience because obedience can be unwilling, but subjection is a state of soul that is looking for the word and is guided by it.

D.M.C.      This man came to it that the Lord had done nothing amiss, but he came to it at a time of crisis.  Do you think we should prove every day that the Lord does nothing amiss?

A.M.      Oh yes.  “He does all things well”, Mark 7:37.  Among the testimonies that there were to the Lord Jesus, this is one of the greatest.  Pilate said “I find no fault in him”, John 19:6.  That was according to Pilate’s standard, but this malefactor says “this man has done nothing amiss”; that was light in his soul.  It was not just from what he had observed in the Lord Himself, this was light in his soul.  How did he know what the life of Jesus had been like, that He had “done nothing amiss”?  He does not even say that Jesus had done nothing wrong, but nothing amiss!  Nothing that Jesus did in His life here could have been done better.

N.J.H.      Was the malefactor affected by the current word of the Lord?  He had heard the Lord say “Father, forgive them”.  Compared with what was meted out to himself as a thief, he found something vastly different in this Man.  Was it the current word of the Lord that brought him to it?

A.M.      I am sure it was.  He heard the word of the Lord and then afterwards he saw what took place, that miraculous death.  The Lord Jesus laid down his life and the thief saw all these things.  What he saw here was One who could not be compared with any other man, the spirit of Jesus being marked here, “Father, forgive them”.  Then at the end, Jesus says “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”.  The Father would rejoice to receive the spirit of that blessed One.

R.D.P.      You spoke about when the south wind blows gently and perhaps we become lax in what we take in, and then in times of pressure we feel very tested and we perhaps sometimes flounder a bit to find an answer to questions.  In Hebrews we have been struck with the link between the word of God, of which scripture says “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4:4) and the availability of the High Priest which relates to our infirmity.  There seems to be a link between accepting and imbibing the word of God and finding the availability of the Lord as High Priest (Heb.7:25).

A.M.      I think that is right.  We need His word at all times.  We often imply that we need His word when we are in a corner, but we need His word at all times; “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”, Matt.4:4. 

R.D.P.      So that they did not profit because they did not heed the word of God.  It was through not recognising and not hearing the word, although the word is constant.

A.M.      And they lost out on the inheritance because of that.

A.R.H.      Is that seen in Luke, when “he entered, according to his custom”, Luke 4:16?  I thought that would fit in with what we are speaking about, the south wind and the north wind.  With the Lord, it was according to His custom.

A.M.      Yes, it was.  We read of Him spending the night in prayer (Luke 6:12).  How great He was to be sustained in that, and what dependence that showed.  Prayer is a wonderful thing; it is wonderful that we have this recourse to God.  On the one hand when we pray, it shows that we have need and we are dependent, but on the other hand it shows that we are acknowledging that there is One who has the answer and He has the guidance and the direction.  Think of the Lord Jesus, that holy Man, being maintained in prayer daily; it was a custom for Him.

J.W.      I was thinking of the word “He wakeneth morning by morning”, Isa.50:4.  I was thinking how the Lord Jesus Himself lived; morning by morning He looked for a word from the Father.

A.M.      Yes.  Does that not show that the Lord’s motive for everything was the Father’s will?  So we get to this point in the garden when He says “not my will, but thine be done”.  The Father’s will was His motive, it had priority in everything.  As you say, it was morning by morning; the day was started in that way.

P.J.W.      There is a verse in the Psalms “the law of his God is in his heart; his goings shall not slide”, Ps.37:31.  I wondered if that was a word for us.  It would speak of affection for the law of God in the heart, then it says “his goings shall not slide”.  Somebody said of it, ‘In the head it puzzles, on the back it burdens, but in the heart it upholds’1.

A.M.      That is very good.  In Christianity, everything that we have is to be held in the affections.  What we hold in our minds is one thing, and the renewed mind is a great faculty that the believer has, but the truth is to be held in the affections; “the law of his God is in his heart”.  It links with what the psalmist says elsewhere; “Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day”, Ps.119:97.  The word of God was uppermost in the life of Jesus.

P.A.G.      Could you say a little about what moral excellence is?  The Lord is excellent personally, and He is excellent officially, but here we are speaking about Him being excellent morally.  What is the distinction?

A.M.      I remember years ago a brother saying that the scripture in Psalm 45 “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness” (v.7) was almost a definition of moral worth.  What comes out in this One who loved righteousness were these features that are appropriate to man: dependence, subjection, obedience.  These are all features which are appropriate to man in God’s sight.  

P.A.G.      I think that is very helpful.  I wondered if this point at which He says “if thou wilt remove this cup from me: – but then, not my will, but thine be done” shows that because He was morally excellent, because He was perfect, He shrank from what the cup involved because it involved His being made sin.  He shrank from that, He recoiled from it as Man because of what He was morally. 

A.M.      He recoiled from both the matter of sin and the matter of death.  “In him sin is not”, 1 John 3:5.  It was totally foreign to Him.  He knew what death really was.  A believer will never understand that as Jesus did.  Both matters were awful to Him.  In His holy soul He recoiled, but again in His holy soul He remained in obedience to the Father “not my will, but thine be done”.  There is affection here, is there not?  I sometimes think of Genesis 22, where Abraham was being tested.  “Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together”, Gen.22:6.  That is the life of Jesus.  “And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father!  And he said, Here am I, my son.  And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering?  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering”.  Then it says again “And they went both of them together”.  In the garden, Jesus rose up; “they went both of them together”.  At that time in the garden, the communion was unbroken, the Lord Jesus and the Father went through it.  Jesus accepted the cup of His Father’s will from the Father, and they went both of them together.  

R.T.      It says “And being in conflict he prayed more intently”; is that an example of moral excellence, of His dependence?

A.M.      Yes.  The dependence was unchanged, more intent prayer was there.  His feelings came out in that, and think of how the Father would have entered into this with Him, the more intense the prayer, and yet the unchanged devotion to the Father’s will.

R.T.      The angel appeared, but He did not ask for it.

A.M.      Yes.  The angel appeared after He had made this request, and He had accepted the cup from the Father.  Then the angel appeared; a sign of the Father’s approval.  No heavenly messenger could go forward with the work that Jesus was going to do, but what the angel could do was to come to give some touch from those heavenly realms as the Lord was about to go forward to suffer.

R.G.      In the psalm it says “though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”, Ps.23:4.  Was that the Lord moving on to the cross?  We know there was the time when He was forsaken, but “though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death ... thou art with me”.  You have referred to Abraham and Isaac; I have often pondered on the fact that the Father and the Son moved on together in the “valley of the shadow of death”.  They were together; what feelings there must have been between the two!

A.M.      Yes, what holy communion.  We cannot really enter into it, but we know that it was perfect; it was absolutely holy and perfect as the Lord Jesus moved forward.  He was always going forward.  In the synoptic gospels, He always had the cross before Him, and now He was moving forward here.  He says later, “this is your hour and the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53); the moment had come and He was moving forward.

J.T.B.      Is there some sense here of the oblation being parted in pieces?  When the angel came down it was a sign that divine examination had found perfection.

A.M.      That is good, say some more.

J.T.B.      Luke brings out the oblation in a very expressive way, but I wondered if here we see the oblation being parted into pieces.  Every element of that precious life, as subject to divine inspection, really produced perfection.  That was the only outcome, perfection.  I thought the angel coming, appearing “from heaven strengthening him”, was the sign of divine approbation of the moral excellence of such a One.

A.M.      Yes, that is right.  What was seen here is the expression from His own heart, and that was totally in keeping with what God had sought in man.  It is interesting that at a time when David had been so convicted of such a great sin he says “thou wilt have truth in the inward parts”, Ps.51:6.  Speaking carefully, the inward parts of Jesus were perfectly in accord with the will of the Father.

J.B.I.      The enemy was soundly defeated here as the Lord Jesus rose up from His prayer.  He was soundly defeated; he had never been defeated like this by any other man.

A.M.      Yes, I am glad you refer to that.  There is something here that Luke brings in that the other gospel writers do not.  Jesus was in conflict, but just to make it clear, so that we all understand, He was not in conflict with the Father’s will for Him.  There was no conflict there, He accepted that, but He was in conflict with Satan.  When the Lord Jesus was in the wilderness and tempted of the devil, it says “the devil, having completed every temptation, departed from him for a time”, Luke 4:13.  Here in the garden Satan returned, bringing before Jesus all the awfulness of death.  He brought it to bear upon the Lord Jesus in order to turn Him aside from the will of God, but in prayer and dependence, the one who had held the whole human race in thrall was overcome by one perfect and holy Man who was here to fulfil the will of God.  Satan was overcome!

Q.A.P.      In Colossians it refers to combating in prayer (Col.4:12).  Is that the bearing of this on us?  

A.M.      Yes, because the enemy would introduce all sorts of things.  I am sure I am not alone in finding that you can be engaged in prayer and your mind has wandered off to something else and you feel ashamed of yourself.  The enemy would do anything to prevent a saint being occupied in prayer.

Q.A.P.      Linking with your first scripture, “let this mind be in you”, or ‘be found amongst you’ (note l), I wondered if there was a moral counterpart in Abigail?  She took the responsibility upon herself in lowliness of mind to resolve that situation (1 Sam.25).

A.M.      She did indeed, and I am sure what you say is right.  She went down, and the whole matter was diffused.

G.B.G.      Was the Lord’s obedience therefore an expression of His dependence?  He was obedient to the Father’s will, but it was always in dependence on the Father, because He was praying to the One whom He knew could “save him out of death”, Heb.5:7.

A.M.      Yes, that is what I thought about the scripture referred to earlier; “him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears”.  The Lord went forward in faith.  He was a Man, He acted in faith, and He acted in submission to the Father’s will, and in dependence on the Father.  “Not my will, but thine be done”.  We find in other scriptures that He spoke to the Father about the fact that the Father was going to raise Him, but here He was just going forward.  I think the example for us is to go forward.  We do not know what is before us, except we know that we have a glorious future.  The Lord went forward in faith, knowing fully the cost.

D.C.B.      The setting here is the mount of Olives, which is a suggestion of the Spirit.  Would you say something about the relationship with the Lord Jesus to the Holy Spirit?

A.M.      We are on holy ground because we are speaking about divine Persons, although One in manhood.  But the Lord Jesus as a perfect Man always acted in the power of the Holy Spirit.  He had the Father’s will before Him and He acted by the Spirit; “But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons”, Matt.12:28.  You might say He could have done it Himself in His own power but that dependence is part of what is becoming to man, what God looks for in man.  There is a divine Person here, the Holy Spirit, and the Lord Jesus acted in His power.  What would you say? 

D.C.B.      We had a reference to the oblation.  The whole of what was in the oblation was mingled with the oil, so that there is perfection as displayed in manhood.  It is perfection according to what, typically, is totally saturated with the Holy Spirit.

A.M.      So to refer to a previous comment, you can understand that the Lord Jesus was anointed after thirty secret years.  We do not know much about those thirty secret years, but the moral worth was there.  At the culmination of those secret years, the expression of God’s pleasure is given in the anointing so that Jesus is able to go out in the power of the Holy Spirit to represent God to man and to act in service amongst men.

P.J.W.      We are told in Hebrews that “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Heb.9:14.  Would that reference to “spotless” cover not only the cross, but the whole of His life?

A.M.      That is right.  There is a sense in which you can say that the life of Jesus was offered to God from the outset.  He was here for the Father’s will, the Father’s pleasure, and that involved that all that He did was by the Holy Spirit.

T.R.C.      Is the fact that He was raised “by the glory of the Father” (Rom.6:4) a witness to us of the Father’s approval of this life of moral excellence?

A.M.       Yes, indeed it is.  You might say the Father could not do otherwise than raise Him.  All that the Father is, was involved in the resurrection of Jesus.  You might say it was His love, and it was; the Father’s love would claim His Son from the tomb, but it was also a matter of righteousness, it was a matter of holiness, “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Ps.16:10.  Every divine attribute came into play in the resurrection of Jesus.  It was a matter of grace too, in order that we should have an Object for our affections who is now exalted in heaven: it is wonderful!  Think of the Father’s glory, all that He is, all that expresses the Father, involved in the resurrection of His Son.

J.L.      One of the things that has been coming out in our conversation is that there is a perfect blending of every excellence in Christ.  In your passage about the incense, there was a blending to produce the incense and that is what marks the moral excellence of the Lord Jesus.  We have been speaking about a great variety of features, but there was such a perfect blend and the Father’s holy delight was in Him and the Spirit’s complacency upon Him as Man.

A.M.      I am glad you have referred to that.  The passage in Exodus 30 describes how the whole of the infrastructure of the tabernacle had been specified and then it says, “Take fragrant drugs”, Exod.30:34.  Some of them refer to suffering, some to fragrance and sweetness, but it is a perfect blend.  The perfection was so great if natural man tried to copy it, then that would be abominable (Exod.30:38).  

N.J.H.      So the moral excellence of Christ will remove sin from the universe.  I am just thinking of Leviticus 16.  It is the sign that God will remove everything that is displeasing to Himself.

A.M.      Yes, and it involves of course the taking up the whole matter of sin and the shedding of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus and the laying down of His life.  All that is one great work and it secures the universe for God.

R.T.      Is that not seen when He says “Father, forgive them”?  I thought that secured everything, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  What an excess of grace, what moral beauties shone in that.  It was the basis for the introduction of an economy of blessing.

A.M.      Yes.  We have often said that those words have rung down through the years, “Father, forgive them”.  It has characterised the whole dispensation.

D.M.C.      If there is going to be any profit from these meetings, there should be some moral effect with all of us inwardly.  Would that only be gained by dwelling on these precious things?

A.M.      That is exactly my exercise.  We are speaking about the Lord Jesus; He has gone to the cross, He said “Father, forgive them”.  We are the beneficiaries of that now.  What effect is that going to have upon me?  These meetings will only be of profit if we allow this to have an effect on our souls.

N.C.McK.  The incense here covers the mercy-seat, then the blood is put on after that.  Why is that?

A.M.      God has the worth and the perfection of Jesus before Him.  I remember someone saying once of the cherubim who were on the mercy-seat with their faces turned towards the mercy-seat, that they only saw three things – they saw the gold, they saw the incense and they saw the blood.  It is of course just a figure, but that secures everything.  The rights of God are maintained.  There is the worth of Christ; that is the incense, the perfection of that Man who went to the cross in absolute perfection, in perfect obedience.  The cloud of incense was produced by the fire; that is the test which produced the cloud, but then the blood is applied, the rights of God have been met.  Every divine claim has been met by Christ.

R.G.      They saw these three things as you refer to them.  What they did not see was the wood.  Only the Father has a full appreciation of the perfection of the manhood of Jesus.  Is that right?

A.M.      Yes, there is a quality of manhood there that had never been seen elsewhere which meets the divine standard absolutely.

R.D.P.      It is very affecting; the incense was beaten small.  You get the impression that every bit of that fragrance was before God.  The Lord’s conversation with the thief on the cross was only a very small incident in a way, considering the immense things that were happening there, but the fragrance extended, the moral excellence extended to the smallest detail.

A.M.      You get that suggestion elsewhere in the types of the Lord as seen in the oblation, the fine flour, and the manna, which was small, granular; the detail of the life of Jesus was represented.  It was not just a broad review of the life of Jesus, but as the hymn writer says

‘Each holy footstep gave Thee fresh delight’

                                    (Hymn 119)

The details in that life all caused joy to the Father.

R.D.P.      I suppose it is often the small details that test us out.  

A.M.      They do.

R.D.P.      We may think we are able for the great matters, but the small details are the test.  It was beaten small, there was not anywhere in the presence of Christ that this moral excellence would not be seen.

N.C.McK. Is it fundamental that the moral excellence of Christ lays a basis for the tremendous work that was done?  It lays the foundation for and underlies the greatness of that work.  The sin-offering was to take place in the place of the burnt-offering. 

A.M.      Yes; the Lord Jesus stands alone in His moral excellence.  In Leviticus 16, no one entered into the tent except Aaron; the Lord stands alone in moral superiority to every other man.  It is absolutely wrong for the Lord Jesus to be put at the head of a list of great men; He stands alone.  I remember it being said that it is not enough to say that the Lord was unique; Churchill was unique, we are all unique, but He stands alone, He stands apart from every other man.

N.J.H.      This was the only time that the blood was taken in.  It was something very special.  It was applied to the individual sinner, but here it is actually taken into the presence of God.

A.M.      It is really the resolution of every divine claim, according to the holiness of God.  Who could go into the holy of holies apart from Moses and Aaron?  But there was the blood in the very presence of God, typically speaking, there on the mercy-seat above the ark – that holy vessel in which every divine thought was treasured.  There the blood was sprinkled.  The divine claims have been met.

G.A.B.      In Hebrews, it says “by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the holy of holies, having found an eternal redemption”, Heb.9:12.  He went in “by his own blood”.  No other high priest can do that.  

A.M.      No, there is no blood in the creation that has not been tainted, but Jesus went in by His own blood.  The life is in the blood.  He went in by His own blood and He found an eternal redemption.  The work of Jesus stands for eternity and there is nothing that can be done to add to it, or take from it; it is perfect.

W.W.L.      What would you say about his hands; “both his hands full of fragrant incense beaten small”?  

A.M.      This is Aaron, but it brings out the Lord’s total commitment, His perfection.  Aaron was occupied with nothing else; both his hands were full, they were consecrated.  

W.W..L.      There is nothing lost out of the Lord’s hands.  

‘No trait is lost, each beauteous grace we see’

                                    (Hymn 229)

It is going to shine eternally.

A.M.      Everything has been committed into those hands, the capable hands of Jesus.  You can understand that those hands contain the incense that fills the holy of holies.  It has filled it for God and we can take account of Jesus there; “the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand”, Isa.53:10.

A.E.M.      It says at the end of John’s gospel that the world itself could not contain the books if all the things He did were written (John 21:25), but the Father’s heart can.

A.M.      And it does!  The world would not want them.

A.E.M.      It is not just the number of things that Jesus did, it is His moral qualities that the world cannot contain.

A.M.      No, the world had no place for Him or for what He has done, and it has no place for what takes character from Him; the world has no place for it at all.  But there is a place where it is treasured and Jesus fills that place.

P.A.G.       One of the features of the fragrant incense was “in like proportions shall it be”, Exod.30:34.  On the cross above all, the perfect blending of the life and the moral qualities of Christ were seen; the fragrant incense was there.

A.M.      Yes, every feature of moral excellence was perfectly blended in Him.  The cross did not change that.  Sufferings change people; they often bring out bitterness.  One of those malefactors was marked by that, but not the Lord.  Think of the wonderful way in which He went through.

‘Unmoved – by ill untainted – 

   The path of grace pursue’2

J.L.      And it finally formed a cloud.  What would you say about that?

A.M.      I would be glad of your thought, but it seems that the whole atmosphere is filled with His worth.

J.L.      We might have been writing down some of the moral glories of the Lord Jesus during the course of this reading and that is a good and profitable thing to do, but the accumulation of it all seems to form a cloud.  There is something for God’s glory in it.  I do not know how to fully express it, but does it fill the whole atmosphere and the whole scene like a cloud of glory before God’s eye.
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Scripture references

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Luke 22:39-46 (JND) [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth. [45] And rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief. [46] And he said to them, Why sleep ye? rise up and pray that ye enter not into temptation.

Luke 23:33-49 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. …

Leviticus 16:11-13 (JND) [11] And Aaron shall present the bullock of the sin-offering, which is for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house, and shall slaughter the bullock of the sin-offering which is for himself. [12] And he shall take the censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before Jehovah, and both his hands full of fragrant incense beaten small, and bring it inside the veil. [13] And he shall put the incense upon the fire before Jehovah, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy-seat which is upon the testimony, that he die not.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Philippians 2:12 (JND) [12] So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,

Philippians 2:2 (JND) [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing;

Mark 9:7 (JND) [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

Philippians 2:12 (JND) [12] So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,

Hebrews 5:7-8 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered;

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Luke 1:32 (JND) [32] *He* shall be great, and shall be called Son of [the] Highest; and [the] Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father;

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Luke 2:51 (JND) [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart.

Mark 7:37 (JND) [37] and they were astonished above measure, saying, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak.

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

Luke 4:4 (JND) [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

Luke 4:16 (JND) [16] And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read.

Luke 6:12 (JND) [12] And it came to pass in those days that he went out into the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to God.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Psalms 37:31 (JND) [31] the law of his God is in his heart; his goings shall not slide.

Psalms 119:97 (JND) [97] MEM. Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day.

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 22:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together.

Psalms 23:4 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Luke 22:53 (JND) [53] When I was day by day with you in the temple ye did not stretch out your hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of darkness.

Psalms 51:6 (JND) [6] Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden [part] thou wilt make me to know wisdom.

Luke 4:13 (JND) [13] And the devil, having completed every temptation, departed from him for a time.

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

1 Samuel 25 (JND) [1] And Samuel died; and all Israel were gathered together, and lamented him; and they buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. [2] And there was a man at Maon, whose business was at Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats; and he was shearing his sheep at Carmel. [3] And the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail; and the woman was of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance; but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was a Calebite. …

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

Matthew 12:28 (JND) [28] But if *I* by [the] Spirit of God cast out demons, then indeed the kingdom of God is come upon you.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Exodus 30 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make an altar for the burning of incense: of acacia-wood shalt thou make it; [2] a cubit the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof square shall it be; and two cubits its height; of itself shall be its horns. [3] And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make upon it a border of gold round about. …

Exodus 30:34 (JND) [34] And Jehovah said to Moses, Take fragrant drugs stacte, and onycha, and galbanum fragrant drugs and pure frankincense; in like proportions shall it be.

Exodus 30:38 (JND) [38] Whoever maketh like unto it, to smell it, shall be cut off from his peoples.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Hebrews 9:12 (JND) [12] nor by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the [holy of] holies, having found an eternal redemption.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Exodus 30:34 (JND) [34] And Jehovah said to Moses, Take fragrant drugs stacte, and onycha, and galbanum fragrant drugs and pure frankincense; in like proportions shall it be.



THE CROSS (2)


Hebrews 12:1,2;  Numbers 21:6-9;

Exodus 27:1-8;  29:38-46

A.M.      Hebrews 12 speaks of Jesus as the One who was able to endure; He endured the cross.  The Hebrew saints were finding endurance a test.  We can take our place with them there but the apostle brings out that there are those who have gone before, and who have gone through in faith.  Then he says, ‘Look back, see there is a great cloud of witnesses, and now look ahead and see there is One who beyond measure has endured, He has endured the cross’.  The endurance of the saints is endurance in relation to the will of God.  Jesus had to endure in relation to the will of God, but for Him it involved the cross.  It involved sufferings that none of us could ever enter into.  He had the capacity as Man to endure all that was put upon Him and that is the impression that has struck me in relation to this reading, that as Man He had the capacity to endure all that was placed upon Him.  

      Numbers 21 is well known, but I thought these references to the brass and the copper would bring out this feature of endurance.  Moses made the serpent of brass.  He understood that the answer to the situation in the camp had to be able to endure the judgment.  He was not told to use brass.  Moses understood the need, and that there must be One who was able to endure the judgment of God.  This comes at the end of the wilderness journey but it need not wait until the end of our lives.  It is really Romans 8.  The wilderness journey was necessary to prove that there was what the law could not do in that it was “weak through the flesh” (Rom.8:3), and we prove that very quickly.  But “God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”.  Man in the flesh is condemned.  The brazen serpent brings that out, the cross of Jesus brings that out.  That man has been condemned, indeed he has been removed altogether, and there was One who was capable of bearing the judgment that was due to man.  He was able to bear it as Man.  

      In the altar we have another figure of endurance.  There is the acacia wood and it is overlaid with copper; it was capable of sustaining the fire.  I read that section where the altar is specified, so that we get some impression of that which was capable of sustaining the fire and upon which there would be the means of offering up that which is pleasing to God.

      The second section that we read in Exodus indicates that this was to be a continual thing.  The altar sustained the fire continually day and night.  It was not here in view of the condemnation of one order of man but it was in view of man being able to approach God in the worth of Another, so the continual burnt offering went up.

N.J.H.      It speaks here in Hebrews 12 as to Jesus enduring the cross, and then He “endured so great contradiction from sinners” (v.3).  Enduring the cross must have come from strength within.  Do the horns of the altar suggest inward strength?

A.M.      Yes, and we see it perfectly in Him, in all that the cross involved.  I would not like to limit anything that is suggested in these verses, but all that the cross involved for Him, He was able to endure.

N.J.H.      The contradiction of sinners against Himself continued throughout His life, continuing even while He was on the cross, but enduring the cross was something deeper and brought out the very strength of the Person who was there.

A.M.      You mean it was a deep moral matter.

N.J.H.      Exactly!

A.M.      Enduring the cross was before a holy God.  Psalm 22 brings out something of the Lord’s feelings in relation to it.  As I said earlier, we must be preserved from sentimentality, but that does not mean that our affections should not be engaged as we take account of the One who was there, who endured all that was put upon Him from God.

W.M.P.      We sometimes refer to the gopher wood in Noah’s ark.  It was capable of carrying everything through the flood.  Every divine thought was carried through in one Person, one glorious Man.  We get the fountains of the deep broken up there (Gen.7:11); some suggestion of all that lay in the judgment of God.  

A.M.      Yes indeed.  These are suggestions that convey something that is beyond the power of man naturally.  You get it in Job as well.  “Hast thou entered into the storehouses of the snow, and hast thou seen the treasuries of the hail … ?”, Job 38:22.  They had been kept in reserve and the Lord Jesus entered there.  He was able to do that.

D.M.C.      Would Jonah’s prophecy link on with the depth of feeling to which the Lord Jesus went, “The weeds were wrapped about my head”, Jonah 2:5?

A.M.      Yes, “I went down to the bottoms of the mountains” (v.6).  It is a prophetic reference.  Jonah experienced something, but the prophetic reference goes beyond what he experienced, it takes us on to what the Lord Jesus endured.  Jonah in a sense – I do not want to be misunderstood – had no control over this.  From the moment that he was cast overboard from the ship he had no control, he was led that way, but the Lord Jesus went that way.  He went that way, knowing what would be involved in going to the bottoms of the mountains, and experiencing that which is referred to in the prophecy of Jonah.

R.D.P.      The psalmist says “And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor”, Ps.78:61.  Is that something of this?  There was weakness there, but the note to glory in the psalm says ‘beauty’ (note h).

A.M.      Yes, and God did that on account of the failure of the people.  He gave His strength into captivity and then the moment came, “Then the Lord awoke”, and “he smote his adversaries in the hinder part”, Ps.78:65,66.  

R.T.      Would the anointing enter into what you are thinking?  John the baptist saw the Holy Spirit descending as a dove and it abode upon Jesus (John 1:32).  It was that Man who was to be setting forth the testimony.  It always struck me that in Luke He did not preach before He was anointed; something came out in power and character through the Spirit.

A.M.      I think what you say is very instructive and it was as having been anointed that He was led in the wilderness.  He was proved; the Man who was anointed was proved and was not found wanting.  Then He went out and there were glad tidings to be preached.  That is a wonderful thing to take account of, but those glad tidings depended on what He was going to endure.

J.T.B.      Would enduring the cross involve the forsaking?  

A.M.      Definitely; say some more.

J.T.B.      Enduring brings out the sense of the intensity of what the Lord endured in His soul and His spirit, do you think?  The conscious sense of His relationship with His Father was broken.  Mr Darby says ‘the consciousness in the soul of the privation of God, is the most dreadful of all sufferings – the most terrible horror to him who knows it: but Christ knew it infinitely.’3..  That is very affecting.

A.M.      Yes, very affecting.  The forsaking must be involved.  The dying thief knew what the cross was physically, but he did not endure the forsaking.  No other man has ever endured that.

J.L.      Is it a comfort to our souls that it is the “leader and completer” who endured?  

A.M.      He has set the matter on; He is the “leader and completer of faith”.  He set it on and the whole order of faith is completed in Him, but He has actually endured far more than any of the sufferings that the saints are called to endure.  We look upon Him as the One who has set on the whole pathway of faith which calls for endurance in the saints.  

J.L.      I was thinking that everything depended upon Him as the “leader and completer” and He did not fail in any respect, but glorified God in His endurance.

A.M.      Yes, it all depended upon Him.  God had laid help on a mighty One, (Ps.89:19), One who was able to endure such depths of sufferings.  We spoke about the cross of woe; what woe there was and what sufferings, but God had laid help upon a mighty One.  He was capable of enduring that.

R.G.      It says “his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth”, Luke 22:44.  Does that show the inward enduring character of the Lord’s sufferings at that particular time?  He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.  It speaks about the bonds of death being released; it is like the woman in travail (John 16:21).  There is that released and produced which has produced an answer to all His sufferings.

A.M.      “Having loosed the pains of death”, Acts 2:24.

R.G.      That is the scripture.

A.M.      Yes, as you say it is like the pains of childbirth by which life is produced.  We can be thankful for the life that has been produced.

P.A.G.      The significance of the Lord’s endurance is that He went through.  As you say, the thief endured the cross physically, but he finished in weakness.  The Lord did not perish in weakness.  He was “crucified in weakness” (2 Cor.13:4), but that was outward.  He delivered up His spirit (John 19:30), and He went into death.

A.M.      He cried with a loud voice (Luke 23:46); He went into death in power.  The feet of the priests touched the waters of the Jordan and the Jordan went right back to the city Adam (Josh.3:15).  The psalmist rejoiced in that; “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Ps.114:5.  He went into death in power.  The ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until all of the children of Israel had gone over.

G.B.G.      It was “in view of the joy lying before him”.  He knew He would endure and that He would not be consumed.  “In view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross”.  There was something beyond the cross, and He knew that He would reach that.

A.M.      Yes.  I would hesitate to say that it was His motive, because His motive was the will of God that He should go that way to secure the answer to divine purpose, but there was that which would be a joy to Him, and I do not limit the joy.

G.B.G.      The joy lying before Him would be in fully carrying out the will of God.

A.M.      Yes, it would involve that.  The will of God which had been so disregarded by men was fully and completely carried out, even to the cross.

G.B.G.      So “the joy lying before him” was all that was in God’s will in relation to God’s purpose; it is a full thought, is it not?

N.J.H.      And God bringing many sons to glory was by this means (Heb.2:10).

A.M.      Yes, indeed.

D.C.B.      Would you say more about the importance of it being the cross, “and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:8?

A.M.      It is very affecting to me that, when Moses was given the law, Jehovah put that verse in, “for he that is hanged is a curse of God” Deut.21:23.  You might say, why does it fit in there?  God is righteous.  Everything He does has a moral basis, a righteous foundation.  The Lord Jesus glorified God here upon the earth.  God’s judgment had no cause to be expressed righteously upon a holy Man who glorified Him here.  He did no sin; there was nothing in Him that would call out the judgment of God.  But, in amazing grace, He allowed Himself to be lifted up upon a cross and thus, although He magnified the law and made it honourable, in that way He was made a curse.  God then had a basis on which to pour out His judgment against sin upon Him.  I think that is very affecting.  

D.C.B.      Yes, it is to affect our hearts.  He says “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”, John 12:32.  As we have that before us, it affects every heart.

R.D.P.      It speaks of the matter of shame here.  The cross was not just a means of execution, there was public shame attached to it.  If we think of our own experiences, the shame is something that is hard to bear.  According to the text “who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds”, Heb.12:3.  These are things which come in and would break our defences down.  But I was thinking of the shame, the public humiliation and the curse that was associated with the cross.  He bore all of that, He endured it.

A.M.      He did!  Psalm 22 speaks about it.  Every holy sensibility was violated at the cross; “They look, they stare upon me”, Ps.22:17.  And yet there was nothing in Him that the shame could attach to.  As you say, shame is hard to bear, and we find it hard to bear even when it is justified, when we may have had part in that which would bring shame upon us.  The Lord had nothing like that.  In His perfection He endured the cross, He despised the shame.  In a sense, He would not accept it.

T.D.B.      In your opening remark in the first reading, you spoke about His capacity to bear and endure things.  Would you say something about that?

A.M.      That hymn we closed the last reading with refers to:- 

      ‘Every mark of dark dishonour

          Heaped upon the thorn-crowned brow’

                                    (Hymn 302)

One thing after another was heaped upon Him.  He had the capacity to bear it.  We would break under such reproaches and such suffering; we would break.  The Lord Jesus could never break down.

P.M.      He said “It is finished”, John 19:30.  It came to a head there, it was complete.  In that sense He endured the cross, and said “It is finished”.

A.M.      All that He had to endure in flesh and blood condition here upon the cross came to an end.  It is a wonderful, glorious thing that the whole matter, the judgment of God, the sufferings that He endured from men as well, came to an end.  He came to that point, did He not?  He vicariously went into death, and was buried, but think of all those sufferings; the time was limited.  Very often things are limited for us in mercy, but for Him it was limited because the judgment was spent, it was exhausted.

P.M.      You get the sense that it was complete at that point; “It is finished”.   The moment came when His enduring the forsaking, in its intensity, ended.

P.J.W.      Could you help us as to the Lord’s feelings?  He did not endure, as men would say, stoically.  Could you open that up for us?

A.M.      Well, I do not know what I can say.  There were the reproaches of men, which would have hurt Him deeply.  One who had done nothing but good among men, all those reproaches, would have been wounds to His holy feelings.  But then there was what He felt from God; “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow”, Zech.13:7.  Think of the nearness of the relationship that there had been and yet the prophet uses that word “Awake, O sword”, showing the intensity of what He suffered.  

P.J.W.      I suppose it was intense at the cross.  He speaks of the wounds “with which I was wounded in the house of my friends”, Zech.13:6.  He said to Judas, “deliverest thou up the Son of man with a kiss?”, Luke 22:48.  How His feelings entered into that, but when it came to the cross there was something more intense; everything was against Him in that sense.  He felt it deeply in His soul.

A.M.      Yes, it has been said ‘all dark, without one ray of light even from God’4.  No one had been in that situation before.  Jesus had never been in that situation before.  There had always been that light from God, but at the cross all was darkness.  I notice in Luke it says “the sun was darkened”, Luke 23:45.  That is a touch we do not get in the pressure gospels, Matthew and Mark.  The sun is a great testimony to God’s glory in creation.  Jesus suffered at the hand of God and “the sun was darkened”.

R.Gr.      Would it be right to say that the Lord’s capacity, if we can use the word reverently, shone out in the fact that whilst He was at extremity both in the garden and particularly on the cross, He continued?  He did not falter, His service did not weaken, He went on in perfection.

A.M.      We were reading this morning as to His service to that dying thief.  What a wonderful thing that was.  We may look later at the Lord’s words in John.  You see how He continued; everything was in His hands.  Even upon the cross, everything was in His hands.

J.L.      We are provided with much to contemplate in relation to the feelings of the Lord Jesus on the cross in Psalm 22, commencing with “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Ps.22:1.

A.M.      That terrible cry went up!  You think of the feelings of Jesus, but He uttered that cry in front of His opposers, those who were reproaching Him.  “He trusted upon God; let him save him now”, Matt.27:43.  They would have heard Him say that the God He knew had forsaken Him.  What a terrible moment that was, and what a cry!  We know the answer to it.  

J.L.      I rather feel, like you, that there is much we just need to ponder over, and cannot say too much in detail about.

A.M.      We need worshipful spirits as we speak about these things.  I remember a brother saying as to that cry, that you can put the emphasis on any of the words in that sentence.

R.T.      Did not even Pilate have to say “Thou art then a king?”, John 18:37?

A.M.      Yes, he was forced to say it.

R.G.      Is it interesting to see that at the end of that expression “why hast thou forsaken me”, the psalm then says “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Ps.22:3?  What a wonderful answer it is that came at that point.

A.M.       That is right, and then later in the psalm, “Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me.  I will declare thy name unto my brethren” (vv.21,22).

J.D.G.      Mr Darby said that that cry was not heard5; it could not be heard, He was forsaken.  What distance: infinitude enters into it!

A.M.      Yes, it does.  We cannot enter into it.  We have some sense of the awfulness of it, but we cannot enter into what the Lord Jesus entered into.  To think of a man being forsaken of God, “for in him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28); that was said to unbelievers!  God has not forsaken any other man in this way, but He turned away from Jesus, He turned away in that sense, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.

P.A.G.      I wondered whether the type of the red heifer would give us some instruction as to the capacity for suffering.  It says it is “without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke”, Num.19:2.  These are the moral features that would be expressive of the Lord’s capacity for suffering.

A.M.      Yes, that is good.  Those qualities were needed in view of the defiling character of the scene through which the saints pass, but here was One who exhibited such feelings in a scene in which He suffered.

      It is testing to speak about the Lord Jesus and His sufferings personally, and I think we are enriched in our souls as we contemplate them privately.  Let us go over them with Him, the One who suffered for us.  But what those sufferings brought out, in all that the Lord Jesus had to undergo on the cross, is that God is finished with man in the flesh, and that is what the serpent of brass teaches us.  The children of Israel, who had been under so much blessing from God, found that their flesh was still the same, unchanged from the day that they had come out from Egypt.  And it would not change; the flesh cannot change.  What was needed was another Man who came in the likeness of sinful flesh.  The serpent takes you right back to the beginning, because the flesh has been the same since Adam, but there is One who came in the likeness of sinful flesh and this One was not subject to sin at all.  The Lord Jesus said, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, John 3:14.  It was a divine necessity that He should be lifted up upon the cross; it was essential.

W.M.P.      This serpent never bit anyone.  I wondered if that is why it becomes the object to which our gaze is to be directed.

A.M.      Yes that is good; “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens”, Heb.7:26.  He was lifted up; that is a wonderful touch of grace.  In flesh and blood, He took the place where man has been rejected.  He actually took that place and was lifted up so that men could see Him.  The serpent was lifted up in the midst of the camp; they did not have to go anywhere, just where they were, they could lift up their eyes and see it.  This spells the end of every man according to flesh.

G.B.G.      It says the people asked Moses to “pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us”, but then “Moses prayed for the people”, but not to take away the serpents.

A.M.      That is right.  The poison was there when the serpent bit.  We find the poison is in ourselves, it is sin in ourselves; we are still in flesh and blood conditions.  Thank God for the work of God in the soul; “Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin”, 1 John 3:9.  There is something which is perfect in every believer that cannot break down.  Even although the serpent’s poison is present, there is another order of Man!

Q.A.P.      It is remarkable that when Paul writes to the Corinthians he very early on brings in the word of the cross as setting aside the wisdom of man (1 Cor.1:18).  I wondered if that links with the brazen serpent and the setting aside of that order. 

A.M.      Yes, I am sure that is right; the first order of man has gone.  As Mr Raven said, “There was nothing under the eye of God on the earth morally living when Christ died”.6  Man has come to an end in the death of Jesus; God has done with man in the flesh.

Q.A.P.      So the word of the cross is the application of that to us.

A.M.      Yes it is, and we have to come to that.  The exercises in Romans teach us that.  The brazen serpent is the beginning of Romans 8; that follows the painful exercises that we go through and which we struggle with in the preceding chapter.

R.G.      Do you think that as we contemplate what we are speaking about now, there should be a continuing progress with us in our appreciation of the death of Christ?  The bondage in Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, and now thirty eight years after, there is the brazen serpent.  As we come to grow in our appreciation of all that the cross involved, then there can be this liberty produced in us, “Rise up, well! sing unto it”, Num.21:17.

A.M.      I do, we always need to get back to the death of Christ.  Do you not think the Supper being weekly helps us in that regard?  We come together and there are the emblems before us on the table reminding us afresh of the One who has gone through death, taken up everything for God, secured for God an answer in men down here.

G.A.B.      Why was it that Jehovah sent these fiery serpents?

A.M.      That is an interesting question. 

G.A.B.      The people grew impatient and they spoke against God and against Moses.  Would it be right to say that God identified what their misbehaviour really was?  It goes back to the serpent, and only that serpent lifted up on the pole would answer God’s requirements. 

A.M.      So this was a lesson to them.  God was, as it were, giving them a picture of what was working, and to trace it back to the source; we should always trace sin back to the source.  We should think of our sinful flesh, that it is not of Christ.

D.M.C.      Would you say that any sort of sin bites?  We may say, ‘Well, that is not much’, or ‘That is a gross sin so we had better do something about that’.  But every sin caused sorrow in heaven, and do you think there is an answer to that in the cross of Christ and we have to find that for ourselves?

A.M.      I think that when we take account of the cross of Christ, we do not dismiss sin as trivial, whatever it may be.  Sin is never trivial.  It involved that He should endure, and endure what we could never endure.

D.M.C.      And every sin cost our Saviour something.

A.M.      Yes, so how careful we should be.

J.D.      Do you think a deepening appreciation of what we have been considering would really lead us to know that we are not debtors to the flesh, and  then cause us to prove the liberty of the Spirit (Rom.8:12)?

A.M.      Yes that is right.  You are helping us in Romans.

J.D.      We really need to understand the awfulness of the flesh and sin, and how Christ has suffered for it.  But then we have no obligation to it because it has been so fully dealt with in the death of Christ that we can be liberated and the Spirit can have liberty in us that we might move on, as the springing well would bring before us.

A.M.      Yes, that is good.  It has been so fully dealt with in the death of Christ.  There is no cure for it, there are no improvements, there is no hope for it; it has been condemned and dealt with.

P.A.G.      Could you say what it is that we are to look at?  I am asking because we have spoken carefully about the forsaking and we know that there was darkness at that time, so help us as to what are we to look at?

A.M.      I think we are to take account of the One who, in His work upon the cross, brought the kind of man that sins to an end.  What do you say?

P.A.G.      That is helpful.  You spoke about the breaking of bread and we look on the loaf and on the cup and we see there that they are separated; the Lord has died and shed His blood.  But the One we call to mind is now in glory.  So we look at what He has done, we take account of His work, but we take account of a glorified Man who is all that to us.

A.M.      Yes, the work is past.  Sometimes when we come to the end of the service of God having been moved in our spirits, I find my eye lights upon the cup and I think to myself – that was the basis of it all.

P.A.G.      ‘And love that, giving all, secures

         The universe for God’.      (Hymn 171)

G.B.G.      It is “every one who believes on him”, John 3:14.  That is who God is looking at; “every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”.  It is the Person.

A.M.      Yes, it is the Person, and it is a different kind of person; “may not perish”.  Perishing is the natural end of everything down here but there is another order of man, one who was able to take up the whole matter.

R.T.      Would Mary and those women who stood by the cross be something like this?  “And by the cross of Jesus stood …”, John 19:25.

A.M.      Yes, that is John’s account.  There were those who were identified with the cross.  You might ask, were they not afraid of all the opposition that was around? No.  The kind of man that opposed has been terminated there.

R.T.      It is to touch our affections.  Mary of Magdala’s word to Him was “they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”, John 20:13.  She had been beholding Him and been constitutionally affected.

A.M.      Yes, she had nothing in this world apart from Him, and when she felt that He was gone she had nothing; she was totally bereft.  You can understand the Lord appearing to her in a special way.

D.C.B.      What Romans 8 brings in is “his own Son”, Rom.8:3.  Is that who we have to gaze upon?  

A.M.      That expression also appears later in the chapter, almost as if Paul can hardly put it into words.  “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son”, Rom.8:32.  Grammatically, he could have made that a much shorter sentence; he could have said ‘He who delivered up His Son’.  But he said, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”; as much as to say, can you really grasp the greatness of this?  It is His own Son; the feelings of God entering into this.  

R.H.      Do you think by feeding on Christ and the way in which He has endured, it would help us in these individual exercises in Romans?  It would bring us to Corinthians as we have touched on, for Numbers really brings in what is collective.  Would it help us to be adjusted, as feeding on Christ as the One who has endured, that we might find our place in the testimony in an adjusted way and also help us too in relation to God’s service?

A.M.      I think that is very good.  We must feed upon Him.  If we are not feeding upon Him we are feeding upon something else, and that will not do us any good!  We must feed upon Christ.

N.J.H.      It was while He was on the cross that He died, and there is the blood and the water and they are witnesses.  These witnesses came through really in the Spirit; the witness is one.  Does that show how livingly the whole matter should be maintained amongst us collectively?

A.M.      Yes, John says “the three agree in one”, 1 John 5:8.  He does not say the three agreed, in the past.   A living witness is going on today and there is a witness in each one of His own.

      I do not know if we have much time to think of the altar, but there we have the acacia wood.  Reference was made this morning to the acacia wood; it is that order of manhood that goes through and is able to endure.  It is overlaid with copper, which is able to sustain the fire.  It has a network of copper going to the very middle of it; it is able to sustain what is put upon it.

G.B.G.      The network of copper would ensure that there was nothing left unjudged.  

A.M.      Yes indeed.  Literally the ashes would have gone through and it is right to the very middle.  There was nothing left which was unsuited to be offered to God, it was right to the middle.  Every part, every aspect of the Lord Jesus was tested by the fire.

G.B.G.      The rings were attached to the network.  

A.M.      Say something about that.

G.B.G.      The rings were for movement in testimony.   Having everything rightly judged really affects movement in the testimony.

A.M.      That is certainly so; we see that in the history of the children of Israel, with Miriam, for instance.  The movement was held up until things were settled but here we have this great type of the Lord as the One who is seen as the altar.  We know He is seen as the Priest, we know He is seen as the Offering, but He is also the Altar!

J.L.      It is accompanied by the references to the four horns.  Does that magnify the strength with which the Lord carried everything through in His endurance?  They were on the four corners, which would include every aspect that had to be taken up for God and was carried through in power in His endurance.

A.M.      Yes; the enduring strength of His devotion; “bind the sacrifice with cords, – up to the horns of the altar”, Ps.118:27.  There was that which was fixed.  His commitment to the will of God involving the cross was absolutely fixed.

E.J.M.      Romans begins with Him “marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead”, Rom.1:4.  Do you think that would link on with the three cubits high?

A.M.      That is good; the three cubits suggesting resurrection, and the five cubits being a suggestion of His manhood.  Dear brethren, we are speaking about the Lord Jesus as Man.  He bore everything as Man, and He actually suffered at the hands of God as Man, but as having gone into death it was in view of resurrection seen in those three cubits.  The resurrection was assured as Jesus went into death.

P.A.G.      Could you help us further as to the distinction you are making between to endure and to sustain?

A.M.      What do you see in it?

P.A.G.      Enduring the cross would involve unfathomable compression of suffering but what you are speaking about now is the Lord’s ability to sustain steadily what is for God, without change or deviation, without having to alter anything.  He sustains what is for God.

A.M.      That is very good, and in the other passage we read in Exodus it is a continual thing.  There is One who can sustain a constant response to God which is all of Himself.  That spotless lamb was offered morning and evening.  Something of what that fragrance speaks of is rising up to God as an offering of sweet odour, and the Lord Jesus sustains that in His own power.

J.T.B.      In the law of the burnt-offering there is the unique reference to the hearth being on the altar (Lev.6:9).  That is the place of burning.  Just as the question has been raised about His sustaining power, the capacity of Christ to sustain at the place of burning on the altar is very affecting.

A.M.      Yes, it certainly is.  That is an affecting expression that you have brought in – the place of burning. 

A.E.M.      Is there something in Isaiah’s expression “the travail of his soul”, Isa.53:11?  We spoke earlier of what He bore in His body on the tree, but the travail of His soul when “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul” was so that there should be that which comes out of the suffering.  Does the word “travail” help?

A.M.      That is excruciating suffering in view of life.  That reference follows the fact that “When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed” (v.10).

A.E.M.      We referred to travail earlier, but I was thinking of the fact that His soul was involved in connection with His sustaining.

A.M.      Yes, the Lord Himself refers to His own soul in anticipating the cross, “My soul is very sorrowful even unto death”, Matt.26:38.

N.J.H.      In chapter 27 that we referred to, is there any bearing of that on the local assembly in the Corinthian epistle, where Paul the apostle says “ye and my spirit being gathered together, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ”, 1 Cor.5:4?  Is that not some reference to the altar, the copper?

A.M.      Yes, very good; the spirit of judgment was there.

N.J.H.      Yes.  Paul was not local there but being an apostle he could enter in feelingly in the light of this altar.

A.M.      Yes.  Being an apostle, he could enter in with the Corinthians; “ye and my spirit”.

Glasgow
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Scripture references

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Numbers 21:6-9 (JND) [6] Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people; and much people of Israel died. [7] And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee: pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live. [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Exodus 27:1-8 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the altar of acacia-wood, five cubits the length, and five cubits the breadth; the altar shall be square; and the height thereof three cubits. [2] And thou shalt make its horns at the four corners thereof; its horns shall be of itself; and thou shalt overlay it with copper. [3] And thou shalt make its pots to cleanse it of the fat, its shovels, and its bowls, and its forks, and its firepans; for all the utensils thereof thou shalt employ copper. [4] And thou shalt make for it a grating of network of copper; and on the net shalt thou make four copper rings at its four corners; [5] and thou shalt put it under the ledge of the altar beneath, and the net shall be to the very middle of the altar. [6] And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of acacia-wood, and overlay them with copper. [7] And its staves shall be put into the rings, that the staves may be on both sides of the altar, when it is carried. [8] Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it hath been shewn thee on the mountain, so shall they make [it].

Exodus 29:38-46 (JND) [38] And this is what thou shalt offer upon the altar two lambs of the first year, day by day continually. [39] The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer between the two evenings. [40] And with the one lamb a tenth part of wheaten flour mingled with beaten oil, a fourth part of a hin; and a drink-offering, a fourth part of a hin of wine. [41] And the second lamb shalt thou offer between the two evenings; as the oblation in the morning, and as its drink-offering shalt thou offer with this, for a sweet odour, an offering by fire to Jehovah. [42] It shall be a continual burnt-offering throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before Jehovah, where I will meet with you, to speak there with thee. [43] And there will I meet with the children of Israel; and it shall be hallowed by my glory. [44] And I will hallow the tent of meeting, and the altar; and I will hallow Aaron and his sons, that they may serve me as priests. [45] And I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel, and will be their God. [46] And they shall know that I am Jehovah their God, who have brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, to dwell in their midst: I am Jehovah their God.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Genesis 7:11 (JND) [11] In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that same day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

Job 38:22 (JND) [22] Hast thou entered into the storehouses of the snow, and hast thou seen the treasuries of the hail,

Jonah 2:5 (JND) [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head.

Psalms 78:61 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor;

Psalms 78:65-66 (JND) [65] Then the Lord awoke as one out of sleep, like a mighty man that shouteth aloud by reason of wine; [66] And he smote his adversaries in the hinder part, and put them to everlasting reproach.

John 1:32 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him.

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

John 16:21 (JND) [21] A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

Acts 2:24 (JND) [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

2 Corinthians 13:4 (JND) [4] for if indeed he has been crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God's power; for indeed *we* are weak in him, but we shall live with him by God's power towards you,)

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Joshua 3:15 (JND) [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest),

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Deuteronomy 21:23 (JND) [23] his body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day (for he that is hanged is a curse of God); and thou shalt not defile thy land, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22:17 (JND) [17] I may count all my bones. They look, they stare upon me;

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Zechariah 13:7 (JND) [7] Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man [that is] my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.

Zechariah 13:6 (JND) [6] And one shall say unto him, What are those wounds in thy hands? And he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

Luke 22:48 (JND) [48] And Jesus said to him, Judas, deliverest thou up the Son of man with a kiss?

Luke 23:45 (JND) [45] And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?

Matthew 27:43 (JND) [43] He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will [have] him. For he said, I am Son of God.

John 18:37 (JND) [37] Pilate therefore said to him, Thou art then a king? Jesus answered, Thou sayest [it], that I am a king. I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

Acts 17:28 (JND) [28] for in him we live and move and exist; as also some of the poets amongst you have said, For we are also his offspring.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Numbers 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. …

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 John 3:9 (JND) [9] Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (JND) [18] For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God's power.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Numbers 21:17 (JND) [17] Then Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it:

Romans 8:12 (JND) [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh;

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

John 19:25 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.

John 20:13 (JND) [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 John 5:8 (JND) [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one.

Psalms 118:27 (JND) [27] Jehovah is God, and he hath given us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar.

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Leviticus 6:9 (JND) [9] Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt-offering; this, the burnt-offering, shall be on the hearth on the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Matthew 26:38 (JND) [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me.

1 Corinthians 5:4 (JND) [4] [to deliver,] in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (ye and my spirit being gathered together, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ), him that has so wrought this:
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EXTRACT


The first thing that caused the blessed Son of God to become man was the glory of God.  Nothing but the cross maintains the glory of God.  The more we look at it, the more we see that the cross stands alone in the history of eternity.  "For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings", Heb.2:10.  If the blessed Lord undertakes the work, He must go through it really.  If we sinners are to be received to glory, Christ must suffer.  It is only through the cross, morally speaking, that perfect righteousness and holiness and perfect love are reconciled.  If God had cut off Adam and Eve when they sinned, where would have been His love?  If sin had been passed over, there would be no righteousness in that; but the moment I get the cross, I get the fullest and most terrible testimony of God's righteousness against sin.  The more you look at it, the more you see how all good and evil were brought to a complete climax there.  You get sin and wickedness at their height at the cross.  It draws out the complete, absolute enmity of man against God.  Then I get another thing, the full power of Satan.  I see in the cross of Christ man's perfectness as well as man's absolute sinfulness; I see His perfect obedience to the Father and His perfect love where He was made sin for us; and I see God's perfect righteousness against sin.  All that man was in wickedness; all Satan's power; all that God is in righteousness and love was brought out at the cross.  "How shall we escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation?", Heb.2:3.  The whole thing has been settled, and Christ is sitting down at the right hand of God because it is settled.

J.N. Darby Vol.21 p.384

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 2:3 (JND) [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard;



EDITOR’S NOTE


This edition of Notes of Ministry (and, Lord willing, the next one) contains twice the normal number of pages in order to accommodate four readings on the cross of Jesus.  These took place during meetings at Glasgow on 14-16 August 2015.
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