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LOVE FOR CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY

W. Lamont 

Ephesians 6: 23, 24; Psalm 122: 1–9; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8 

I would think most of us would admit that where we are really tested is in our affections. We have the Scriptures, and we may have a good knowledge of the Scriptures—that in itself is a fine thing—and of the ministries also. There is nothing wrong with these things—would that we knew them more. Would that we had a greater knowledge of the Scriptures—the word of God. Would that we had a greater understanding of what has come to us in the way of good teaching. But the great test is where we are in our affections—where we are in our love for Christ. I believe that is the challenge of the present day in the presence of the coldness and the lukewarmness of Christendom. The test for every one of us, old and young, is, Where are we in our affections for the Lord Jesus? The Lord said to the saints in Laodicea, “because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spew thee out of my mouth”, Revelation 3: 16. The Lord abhors lukewarmness. He abhors indifference. You might come to a meeting and be indifferent. Some of us have known that experience, coming to a meeting just because it was the thing to do, and it meant very little. That is indifference. 

In the history of the testimony, when the truth of the Person of the Lord Jesus was at stake, some were indifferent to the glories of Christ. He hates some things. You might say it is terrible to speak of the Lord Jesus hating. He loves and He hates. He loves righteousness. He hates lawlessness. That is the word of God (Hebrews 1: 9). That is the Man we have to do with. One who loves everything that pertains to the glory of God and His rights, and has upheld them at all cost to Himself He could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17: 4. 

What a Man Jesus is!—perfect in every detail. Spotless, holy humanity is seen there in all its perfection. He loved righteousness and He upheld it, fulfilled it and established it; and He hates lawlessness. What could be stamped right across this world as a system, and its activities, is lawlessness, lawlessness against God, and men in rebellious disobedience right around the circle of the earth. No nation is different in that sense from another. Men as away from God are basically lawless, and God hates lawlessness. 

The One who loved righteousness and hated lawlessness is the One who in His Person is God (Hebrews 1: 8). Beloved brethren, we should have a holy awe in our souls as to the greatness of the One with whom we have to do. We have to do with Him as Man, but we must remember that He is God as to His Person. He never ceased, as another said, to be what He was on account of what He became. Someone was asked by an agnostic, ‘Who died on the cross; was it God or man?’ The answer was, ‘The Man who died on the cross was, is, and ever will be God’. 

In Ephesians Paul touches the key to everything in the last verse, “Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”. That means, beloved brethren, that we analyse our lives, our beings, and see to it that we love Him without mixed motives, love Him purely. 

That brings to mind Mary in John 12 where she produced that pound of ointment of pure nard. That is an example of one who loved the Lord Jesus in incorruption. Do we fit in here as those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption, or do we morally belong to the mass of Christendom where there is little heart for Christ? What comes out in Ephesians as to the great truth of the purpose of God is not of much consequence as far as we are concerned unless held in our hearts as those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. Otherwise it is only doctrine, only theoretical. It must be held in the affections of the saints or else there is nothing in it for God. I believe that when this epistle was written to the Ephesians love in incorruption was their current state. The Lord has personally to say to them later, “Thou hast left thy first love”, Revelation 2: 4. I believe they allowed themselves to stray from this state of loving our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. So the Lord would appeal to us to keep in this holy state, our affections being pure for Himself, with nothing corrupt, nothing to intrude that would spoil our affections for Him, both individually and collectively. In the day in which we live we can walk in the light of the assembly and maintain it as persons who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. 

Well, I go on to Psalm 122. This is one of the Songs of degrees. Literally it depicts the journey of the Jewish remnant from captivity to freedom. This freedom is known in the company of the saints now and in the area we speak of as the assembly. So the psalmist says, 

“I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah”. Now the house of Jehovah is what exists down here. The Father’s house is what is eternal. The Lord said, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you”, John 14: 2. And the Father’s house is large enough to contain every family. What a wonder that will be in the eternal day, the scope and largeness of the Father’s house that will accommodate every family in the 

heavens and on earth named of the Father. But the house of God applies down here and every believer is in it. We are always in it. We are never out of it. 

So the psalmist said, “I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem”. What a thing it is to be a person who has the assembly enshrined in his affections and whose desires, whose activities, relate to that great and holy area where God is known. He has made Himself known and there is an area where His presence is known. In spite of the conditions that existed at Corinth Paul spoke about someone coming in who acknowledged that “God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. That ought to be so in all our localities. If a person should come in he should recognise that the presence of God is among the saints. It is possible today, small as things are, that persons can recognise that there is something amongst the saints that can be found nowhere else. 

So it is said here, “Our feet shall stand within thy gates”—what stability that is, where persons can stand on their own two feet. It is like the man in Acts 3 who, when coming into touch with Peter and John and put in touch with the Lord Jesus, had his feet and ankle bones made strong. If there is one thing needed today, beloved brethren, it is that there should be persons in the testimony who can stand on their own two feet, who move from the standpoint of their own links with the Lord Jesus and the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. That is what gives strength and character to a local assembly, persons like that set together and finding themselves together as having their links solidly established as having the Holy Spirit. 

Jerusalem involves a system that God has set up. I use the word ‘system’ in a right sense because 

there is a divine system and it has never failed. The systems of men will always fail, but the divine system will never fail, and by grace we are given a part in it. God’s intention is that our feet shall stand within the gates of Jerusalem, where God is known—where His work is known, where His love is known. 

Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together. That is not like the city of Auckland. 

One’s observation is that Auckland is not very compact. The cities of this world generally are not very compact. But Jerusalem is a city that is compact together. I believe it is bound together by the love of God flowing in freshness, flowing in power, and reaching every part. 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem—they shall prosper that love thee”. Jerusalem represents Christ’s assembly which He loved and for which He delivered Himself up (Ephesians 5: 25). 

In our case we not only learn to love one another as individuals—brotherly love among ourselves—but we learn to elevate our thoughts and our affections and love the assembly, understanding what it is to Christ. Sometimes we look at one another’s faults and failings, but look at the beloved saints and see what they mean to Christ. There is a secret in that that removes everything petty, everything that is merely from the level of human thinking, and gives a divine view of the assembly. Get Christ’s view of His church. 

There are prayers needed for the peace of Jerusalem. One has observed the sorrow and disruption that there has been, especially in this part of the world. We should be on our faces before God and pray for the peace of Jerusalem that we might be preserved to the end, preserved till the Lord comes. I believe it is urgent that we should do so; pray that there may be no more disruption. Then it says, “They shall prosper that love thee”. 

We are not in the assembly rightly unless we are in it with our affections. Oh the love of Christ for the assembly! We should learn from the intensity and freshness of His love for His assembly and love the local brethren, love the saints universally, all the saints. As to those we cannot walk with, we are entitled to view them abstractly. Some dear saints we cannot walk with because of what they are going on with, worldliness, and so on. We cannot walk with them, but we love them. We love them in view of the assembly, love them in view of what they are potentially to Christ for the satisfaction of His heart. 

Well, it says here, “They shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces”. Beloved brethren, if we follow what we have had today there will certainly be peace within the bulwarks, and prosperity within the palaces. The way has been set out for us very clearly, how we should move in the testimony here and move in our local assemblies in order that peaceful conditions should prevail. 

It says here, “For my brethren and companions’ sakes”. The Lord could say, “Go to my brethren” (John 20: 17)—His companions. It remains, and will remain eternally, that He is anointed ‘with oil of gladness above His companions’ (Hebrews 1: 9). We will never forget that He has the supreme place, and that is the object of the word today that He should have the supreme place in our affections. If that is so everything else falls into proper perspective. 

Everything else is easily adjusted if the Lord Jesus has His rightful place in our hearts. 

Now I finish with a brief word as to the passage in Timothy. The life of Saul of Tarsus, who became Paul, is a very interesting study. On 

the Damascus road he committed himself to the Lord Jesus and he never went back. That is an important thing, to yield ourselves to Him and never go back. That is what characterized the life of Paul and here he is, an old man, at the end of his days. Christianity embraces young and old. Moses said, “We will go with our young and with our old”, Exodus 10: 9. 

Christianity makes full provision for every age. No matter how old you are, no matter how young you are, God in His goodness considers for you and He has put everything in the local assembly whether we are old or young. Mr. Taylor remarked as to Matthew’s gospel that it was the children’s gospel, but not the Sunday school gospel. Everything is in the local assembly. That is what we have to learn. Everything that is necessary is in the households of the saints and, by extension, in the local assembly, which provides for old and young. There is no other sphere like the local assembly. Well, Paul learned that. I believe it is one of the lessons he learned in Damascus. He learned there .was provision in that local assembly for everybody. 

Here he is an old man—he speaks of his life already being poured out—“the time of my release is come”. He does not speak about dying. He speaks elsewhere of “departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better” (Philippians 1: 23), but here he says, “the time of my release is come”. I think you get in this passage Paul’s desire to go to the Master whom he loved. What labour was seen in Paul. “I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day”. There are some matters we can leave—the righteous Judge will take care of them. Some things have happened in the history of the testimony that we have had part in that we cannot put right, things that are beyond 

our power to rectify, but the righteous Judge knows, and we can leave it there. We were thinking elsewhere of the “Just One”, Acts 7: 52, One who can view a situation without bias, without prejudice, and assess it perfectly according to His own standards. That is what Paul is referring to here. “The Lord”, involves His supremacy, His absolute rights. We may think of matters and be entirely wrong in our assessment of them but there is One who knows perfectly every situation and can assess it accurately. 

I pass on something that was said many years ago—‘That fine preaching you gave—the Lord may tell you that there was little in it—and He may tell you how much He valued that small thing you did for Him that you may have forgotten about’. He is the righteous Judge who has a perfect assessment of us day by day in all that we say and in all that we do. He never makes a mistake in what He does, in what He says, and one of His titles is “The Lord, the righteous Judge”. Paul says, He “will render to me in that day”. There is no expenditure for Him that will go unrewarded. 

There are others in this race, and I would like to be included among them. Paul says, “but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing”. We “await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 10. That is one aspect of the truth, but there are persons today, nearly two thousand years later, who not only wait for, but love His appearing. What a day it will be when the Son of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings. All these troubled nations, these difficult matters among the saints, matters that have arisen in the course of the testimony and in the history of local meetings that have not been put right down here. He has a perfect assessment of them and He will arise with healing in His wings. What a wonderful thing! He is the Lord, the righteous Judge, and there are those who love His appearing. I covet to be among them. I trust the word today encourages all of us to be among those who love His appearing. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. It is not the cry of need, it is not the cry for relief. It is the cry that He should come and take up His rights. He will put everything in order; He will reverse the whole situation. Strong natural personality and charisma, as they call it, are seen in this world, but in the day to come, as Isaiah 11: 6 says, “A little child shall lead them”. That is the millennium. How wonderful it is! 

That is the day when the righteous Judge will come into His own and will claim the whole scene for Himself. He will put right matters that no one else can put right and He will reign 

“from the river to the ends of the earth”, Zechariah 9: 10. The saints will come out in that day to reign with Him. But we await first His assembling shout. And it is so very near. He will come and claim the assembly for Himself. What a moment that will be when for the very first time the Lord Jesus has the assembly for which He delivered Himself up as a total entity. 

Well, are we all among those who love Him in incorruption, who love the assembly, and who love His appearing? May we be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Auckland
16 April 1988 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 6:23-24 (JND) [23] Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God [the] Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.

Psalms 122:1-9 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, [4] Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah, a testimony to Israel, to give thanks unto the name of Jehovah. [5] For there are set thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David. [6] Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. [7] Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces. [8] For my brethren and companions' sakes I will say, Peace be within thee! [9] Because of the house of Jehovah our God I will seek thy good.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Revelation 3:16 (JND) [16] Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Hebrews 1:8 (JND) [8] but as to the Son, Thy throne, O God, [is] to the age of the age, and a sceptre of uprightness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

Psalms 122 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Exodus 10:9 (JND) [9] And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters; with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we have a feast of Jehovah.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Acts 7:52 (JND) [52] Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain those who announced beforehand concerning the coming of the Just One, of whom *ye* have now become deliverers up and murderers!

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Isaiah 11:6 (JND) [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them.

Zechariah 9:10 (JND) [10] And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off. And he shall speak peace unto the nations; and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.



“HAST THOU SEEN THIS?”

A. P. Devenish 

Ezekiel 47: 6, 7; John 1: 1–3, 6; 3: 29, 30; 6: 67, 68; 12: 1–6; 20, 17 

The brethren will notice the reference in Ezekiel 47 to being brought back. Verse 1, “And he ... brought me back”; verse 6, “And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? And he led me, and brought me back to the bank of the river”. John the evangelist brings forward, distinctive truths and outstanding incidents in our Lord’s life, death and resurrection not recorded in the synoptic gospels, wonderful as those gospels are. May we be brought back to see through John’s spiritual eyesight what is distinctive in his gospel. I suppose the woman in John 4 was there all the time; and the man in John 9. It is as if the Spirit of God through the evangelist would bring us back, and say, Have you seen this? “Son of man, hast thou seen this?” Each of the gospel writers speaks about beginnings. Matthew speaks of the great roots of promise, David and Abraham, and the distinctive genealogy that leads up to the incoming of Christ. Mark speaks of the beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God (Mark 1: 1). Luke also refers to beginnings, he says, “Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses of and attendants on the Word” (Luke 1: 1, 2). His narrative introduces Christ as a newborn Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. 

John the evangelist leads us back. You see in John’s gospel a beginning before all beginnings; it is to affect our hearts with the greatness of the Person of Christ—“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, everything emanating from Him. In days of breakdown, ruin, weakness, such as we know, it is wonderful to have our hearts freshly affected by the greatness of the Person of Christ. Everything will be sustained by Him; everything has its beginning in Him; everything will be carried through by Him to the end. It is wonderful to be brought back to see something more. So he speaks affectingly about John the baptist. The synoptic writers rather leave John the baptist in the shade, the lack of faith, perhaps discouraged in prison. John does not record any failure with John the baptist; he rather sets him out as a model servant—he was “a man sent from God”, not ‘by God’, but “from God”, or ‘from with God’. And he brings him out of the shade, you might say, into the sunshine. It is wonderful to do that with the brethren! Maybe we could say much about failures, maybe we could say much about the negative side. It is wonderful to follow John’s ministry, John’s skill in bringing forward the baptist, and bringing him, as we have said, out of the shade into the sunshine. So that he starts with him as “a man sent from God”, and he finishes with him as a friend of the Bridegroom. John says, “this my joy then is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease”, John 3: 30. 

We would be helped, beloved brethren, to think thus of one another, to seek to bring one another into the sunshine. Many failures we could speak about as to many of us. Are you going to leave a brother there, leave a sister there? How wonderful it is to be able to see what characterizes the work of God in one another and to seek to cause it again to shine. Oh, you say, the history has been such, we cannot get past that. So let us look again; look again! It is wonderful to look at a brother again; maybe you will see something else, see the work of God in all its distinctiveness. What a fine preaching this is looking at Jesus as He walked he says, “Behold the Lamb of God”. 

Look again! You say, I see John in prison and he is saying, Art Thou the coming One, or are we to wait for another? John the evangelist says. Look again, look again, “Hast thou seen this?” Oh for the spiritual eyesight, you know, that we can see in one another the distinctive features of the work of God and seek to cause them to shine. 

It says in relation to the passage through the waters, ‘and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters’, (Ezekiel 47: 3). Causing would involve influence, the spiritual influence of one who is princely would draw out the best features and see that they shine in the local assembly. Oh, you say, I remember the history, remember that he did not do too well; and she did not do too well. May I suggest that we have another look?—“Hast thou seen this?” Perhaps we were having a fine conversation on the faults of that dear brother or sister, but maybe we could say to one another—“Hast thou seen this?” “And he led me, and brought me back to the bank of the river. When I returned, behold, on the bank of the river were very many trees”. Oh, you say, we are in days of breakdown, weakness, smallness, but we see in John the evangelist spiritual eyesight; he brings forward in John the baptist the finest features that shone in him, omitting certain historical references and bringing forward the lovely characteristics that shone in him. He was glad to draw attention to the Lamb of God, not sorry when his disciples followed Him, attracted as they were to the Lord Jesus. 

Well, we might say the same about Peter. In chapter 6 John gives us a little insight into a, bit of history that is not recorded in the synoptic gospels, “We have believed and known”; that is 

experience, that is not revelation, that is not something that just came into his soul, wonderful as that is, but John the evangelist brings forward this little bit of history in retrospect. “Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?” Oh, you say, the Lord had to say to Peter, “Get away behind me, Satan … for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men” (see Matthew 16: 23; Mark 8: 33). He was asleep on the mount of transfiguration; he denied the Lord later on; we could have an address on the failures of Peter, but you see John brings in a little insight into some of Peter’s history that we have not before seen—“Hast thou seen this?” Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” What fine words; not, 

‘to what shall we go?’ No evidence here of the weakness and the failings that marked him in other instances; there is no evidence of it here—“to whom shall we go?”, encouraging those with him as attracted to Christ; “thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. Have you seen that about Peter? Have you seen that before?—“Hast thou seen this?” 

At some time in Peter’s history he, and the disciples with him, in their experience realized that the Lord Jesus was the holy One of God, that He had words of eternal life. The spirituality of John’s ministry is wonderful. The Eleazar priesthood is in mind in this section, the spirituality of the priesthood, the Lord’s priesthood, the Prince of the princes of the Levites, the One who is the Minister of the sanctuary. John the evangelist says, Have you seen this before? Have you seen this before about Peter? So we should think of one another; seek to bring out these spiritual, sensitive feelings that were expressed in Peter here. When others had gone away, the Lord says, “Will ye also go away?” How these words must have affected his heart, and how they must have affected the hearts of the disciples. 

Many things come up in John that are unique to this gospel, the last gospel written; I suppose, the last book of the Bible written, and how much we would have missed without it. 

Wonderful the teaching of new birth in this gospel, “It is needful that ye should be born anew”. John takes us back to beginnings, the beginning of our spiritual history. New birth involves more than a sovereign operation, it involves a communication; that would be confirmed in Peter’s epistle (1 Peter 1: 23). John speaks of being born of water and of spirit—“except any one be born of water and of Spirit”—the water involves what is negative, but the Spirit is positive, it is the initial element of spirituality. In chapter 4 we have “God is a Spirit”, but the element of spirit is introduced in the sovereign operation of new birth. So it is a fine thing, I think, to go back, to relate things to the beginning of our spiritual history. 

Beloved Mr. Taylor said a great many things need to be thrown overboard; they do not correspond with the initial work; he also said a fine thing; the wind blows where it will; but open the doors and open the windows and let the wind blow in. We say this is a question of divine sovereignty, but then always closely linked with it is the element of responsibility. He said also that while faith is not the portion of all, faith is gettable. If you have not got it you can get it, you can ask. Beloved brethren, may I suggest that we absorb our souls in Mr. 

Taylor’s ministry, to get a distinctive impress of Christ, and the truth of the assembly and the service of God. 

It is very interesting that the river in Ezekiel gets deeper as it goes out from the house, as it goes toward the area of need; someone said it was about a mile, and a half until there are waters to swim in. I have never seen a river like that in this world; as it flows out into the area of need it deepens. What does John say? “for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”, John 1: 10. It is wonderful to get into the waters, waters to swim in which cannot be passed over; “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses, knowledge”. 

Well, I read a few references to illustrate what is in mind. The woman in John 4 is not alluded to before. I suppose Matthew would have known about her; I suppose Mark would have known about her; I suppose Luke would have known about her, but John brings her forward—“And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? And he led me”. Oh, what a story, you know, is in John 4! Jesus weary with the way that He had come “sat just as he was at the fountain”. If there was ever an example of unofficial service it is here. We tend to love what is official. Weary with the way He had come, but not too weary to bring this poor soul into the knowledge of God; not only to meet her need, not only as a prophet to bring to bear the word of God upon her, not only to expose her life, but quickly, in His own inimitable way, to bring her into the wealth of the knowledge of God “for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers. God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth”. He says, “But the hour is coming and now is”. She becomes a vessel of the Spirit, and an evangelist—“Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”. The man says, “Hast thou seen this?” Would that I could leave an impression upon our hearts, an impression of Christ as John speaks about Him; the way that He serves; the way that He meets the need of man; the river, you might say, getting deeper as it flows out into the area of need. You say, Oh, we could not talk to this poor sinner about the service of God. It would not do, would it? John shows us how to serve, how to serve, unofficially—“If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. It would spring up in cleansing and refreshing power in her soul unto life eternal. We are not only to seek to meet the need in the preaching of the glad tidings, wonderful as that is, but seek the skill and the wisdom and the love to draw souls under the influence of Christ by the Spirit into the service of God. 

The man in John 9 is unique; the wonderful incident in John 11 is unique—“Hast thou seen this?”—seen the tears of God, as one has said, in the eyes of a Man as He wept? “Jesus wept”. You say, I have read about the widow of Nain and Jesus being moved with compassion. John would say, Come back; “He led me, and brought me back”; he said, “Hast thou seen this?” Hast thou seen the tears of God in the eyes of a Man? I might also say, Have you seen the tears of Christ in the eyes of the saints? I have. You have had a burial meeting this week I understand. Did you see the tears of Christ in the eyes of the saints? Did you see the truth of the body working? Did you? When one member suffers, all suffer. Did you see that, the tears of Christ in the eyes of the saints? How superficial we may be. Oh for the spiritual eyesight to see beyond what is merely external. 

In John 12 it says, “Jesus therefore, six days before the passover”. Jesus moves in His own initiative; He is not regulated by the Jewish feasts; He is not concerned with Christmas and Easter, nor should we be. Fasten your eyes on Jesus six days before the passover; He is not regulated by the religious ceremonies or what is merely sacramental. If we follow the Lord Jesus in this wonderful gospel we will not be regulated by any other. Wonderful is this chapter! It is like the straight lines of the inheritance in Ezekiel. Luke 10 is like the irregular lines of the inheritance in Joshua. You say, Martha is a difficult sister. Love is taxed; grace is taxed; the irregular lines may cause irritation. Ezekiel’s straight lines involve that each has his and her own place. Lazarus is one of those at table with Him, that was his place; Martha served. Luke leaves Martha unadjusted. 

But the man standing by would say, Have you seen this? Oh, you say, I can only think of Martha complaining about all the housework she has to do—but, Have you seen this? Martha served! Oh, the grace of that, and the spirit with which she would serve; it is enough to say, “Martha served”. The history is gone, you know, the history is forgotten; the straight lines of the inheritance would cause no irritation, each one would have his or her own distinctive place. It says, “Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price”. Martha was not saying, What are you doing with this ointment? Why are you not helping me? No, Martha served, and Mary, “having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. No irritation in this picture. In our local assemblies, we need to take another look. Have you seen this? Have you? This dear brother can do something I cannot do; he has a distinctive impression of Christ that I do not have; I do not feel jealous because he shines in the ministry meeting, or he shines in other occasions. I have my place and he has his. 

Just a word as to chapter 20. We get the thought of the brethren of Christ in the other gospels, the synoptic gospels. Matthew says, “for whosoever shall do the will of my Father … he is my brother, and sister, and mother “(Matthew 12: 50). Mark says, “for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother “(Mark 3: 35). Luke speaks about hearing the word of God and doing it—but, Have you seen this?— this presentation of the brethren of Christ in John 20 is related to the purpose of God; this is not so much connected with what is testimonial; it is not linked with our responsibility, it is linked with the purpose of God—“go to my brethren”—“my brethren”, those that are His kindred, those that He can associate with Himself. Wonderful truth comes forward in, this chapter, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”—“go to my brethren”, my brethren, we are of His stock. The greatest privilege is ours, beloved, we are united to the heavenly Man, but we are associated with the Son of God. We have this distinctive, wonderful place that I suppose is unequalled, the knowledge of Christ’s Father, the knowledge of Christ’s God “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. 

I want to commend this simple suggestion to us, that we may go back with the prophet and have another look—“Hast thou seen this?” It is a wonderful encouragement, you know, with the conscious knowledge that so many of us have as to our failures in the area of responsibility. John the evangelist would say, Have you seen this?—“but go to my brethren”. It is wonderful that the Lord Jesus associates us with Himself in this wonderful relationship. 

How elevated! How we would elevate the beloved saints in our minds and hearts as we view them from John’s spiritual view. May the Lord encourage us to go back, go back along with the prophet, and see things as the prophet sees them, as he had not seen them before. 

I would like to encourage the young ones here. I suppose when Elisha restored the lad, brought life and warmth to the lad, his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, his hands upon his hands (2 Kings 4: 34), I suppose it meant that he would see things as the prophet saw them. He would speak as the prophet spoke; he would do things as the prophet did them. I would say that that is a suggestion of how near Christ comes to us. So how different everything would be—His mouth upon your mouth; His eyes upon your eyes; His hands upon your hands. There was infinite compression as Christ came into manhood in order to touch us, in order to affect us and quicken us. So the young ones, and all of us, can be quickened, can be affected by the service of Jesus. He would serve you today, He would serve you now, the great Person that He is. And yet we read in John 4 that He was “wearied with the way he had come” and “sat just as he was at the fountain”. In John 13 He lays aside His official garments and takes a wash-hand basin. We went to see an old sister and she said, I would like to be a basin; I like to be a hand-basin. And she surely is; you get refreshed when you go and see her; you get a spiritual impression of one that is living in relation to Christ. 

The Lord Jesus says in John 6, “As ... I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me” (verse 57). Beloved Mr. McCallum told us that that was life by contact, life by contact with the Son of God. Let us come into touch with Him. May these few fragmentary thoughts encourage our hearts, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address in Edinburgh
18 June 1988 

 


Scripture references

Ezekiel 47:6-7 (JND) [6] And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen [this]? And he led me, and brought me back to the bank of the river. [7] When I returned, behold, on the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other.

John 1:1-6 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John.

John 3:29-30 (JND) [29] He that has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices in heart because of the voice of the bridegroom: this my joy then is fulfilled. [30] He must increase, but I must decrease.

John 6:67-68 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

John 12:1-6 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Ezekiel 47 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar. [2] And he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me round outside unto the outer gate towards [the gate] that looketh eastward; and behold, waters ran out on the right side. [3] When the man went forth eastward, a line was in his hand; and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the ankles. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Mark 1:1 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God;

Luke 1:1-2 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, [2] as those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word have delivered them to us,

John 3:30 (JND) [30] He must increase, but I must decrease.

Ezekiel 47:3 (JND) [3] When the man went forth eastward, a line was in his hand; and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the ankles.

Matthew 16:23 (JND) [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men.

Mark 8:33 (JND) [33] But he, turning round and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, saying, Get away behind me, Satan, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men.

1 Peter 1:23 (JND) [23] being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by [the] living and abiding word of God.

John 1:10 (JND) [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Matthew 12:50 (JND) [50] for whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in [the] heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Mark 3:35 (JND) [35] for whosoever shall do the will of God, *he* is my brother, and sister, and mother.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

2 Kings 4:34 (JND) [34] And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and bent over him; and the flesh of the child grew warm.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH

G. V. Wigram 

The Scriptures are given to us by God as a complete depositary and standard of truth; they contain all we need to know as Christians, and by them every error may be detected. But who is the interpreter of Scripture? I answer, The Holy Spirit. As the Lord Jesus Christ is more or less directly the subject of all Scripture testimony, so is the Holy Spirit the only authorised and infallible interpreter of it. True, He gives to each babe in Christ the unction whereby to know all things, and gives, too, various measures of capacity in understanding; He may also give teachers to the church, and gifts of wisdom and knowledge as blessed links of connection between Himself, the Interpreter, and the children whom He teaches; diligence and carefulness of study, and a pure conscience undefiled, have also their place in the learner. 

But still the Holy Spirit Himself alone is the Interpreter; to Him, as God, the plans of God and the glory of Christ are fully known and precious, and it is His ability and willingness and faithfulness which constitute the security that each humble soul shall receive its own measure of truth. In honouring Him the saints find great power and enlargement and unity in the truth; and the reverse is true if they dishonour Him ... 

If anyone, instead of looking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, dabbles with his own mind in Scripture, he will either see something in the Book which is not there, or the contents of the Book out of their proper order and relative importance, and here heresy begins. He has, unconsciously perhaps, dishonoured the Holy Spirit and honoured himself. The leaven of heresy, it may be, is now at work in him; if so, and if he does not judge himself, the 

leaven will by-and-by show itself. He will either broach things which are not at all in the Book, or he will broach a connection of things which is not true, or he may diminish the importance of foundation truth, or magnify unduly the importance of some item or point of super-structure truth … 

Brethren, it is a solemn word—“There must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you”, 1 Corinthians 11: 19. The Holy Spirit assures us that it is God alone who can and who will preserve His own; but the saints should watch. 

The poor of the flock I beseech to notice, that heresy has a great deal more to do with the spirit in which things are held and taken up, and propagated, than with the thing itself which is held or propagated. Every Christian, however simple, can watch the spirit in which friends hold and set out their views. Is it Christ-like? Is it like the apostles? Does it keep truth in its place and proportion? Is conscience, and not only intellect, drawn into action? are questions the simplest can apply ... 

As heresy begins with the natural mind playing with the truth, so its mode and means of success are the getting the saints upon hard points and questions, and a thinking instead of praying ... Heresy is in principle the playing of the flesh with the truth, and is the sending into parties those who should be one. May the Lord keep His saints watching and praying. 

The sum of what I say is this, God has given us a standard of truth, and a Guide for the understanding and use of it. Heresy is not, as some take it to mean, some undefined error in doctrine, but consists in the flesh setting aside the Guide, and itself attempting to use the standard, the end of which will be sects. 

‘Ministry of G.V.W.’. Vol. 2, pp.86–92 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11:19 (JND) [19] For there must also be sects among you, that the approved may become manifest among you.



MUSINGS

“TEACH US TO NUMBER OUR DAYS”, Psalm 90: 12. Every day of the Christian’s life is intended to be full of what is for God’s pleasure. Each should be full of praise—“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of the lips confessing his name”, Hebrews 13: 15. How delightful to God is the constant outflowing of the saints’ appreciation of Christ! And as we think of the aboundings of God’s mercy and grace how much there is for which to praise Him. Then our lives are to be full of thanksgiving—“Giving thanks at all times for all things to him who is God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, Ephesians 5: 20. Giving thanks for our food provides happy occasions for communion with the Father (How easily we drop into what is formal!), but how wide is the thought of giving thanks for all things. In everything we can find some cause for thanksgiving. 

Then every part of our lives is to be related to the Lord. “Everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus”, and again, “Whatsoever ye do, labour at it heartily, as doing it to the Lord, and not to men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the recompense ...”, Colossians 3: 17, 23. Everything the believer touches can be, and should be, lustred with the glory of its being done to Him. If I cannot do something to Him, let me not do it. 

Surpassingly rich and full were the days of Jesus! They stand alone—the manna treasured in the golden pot. But our days too are to be rich for heaven’s delight. It is all part of “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints”, Ephesians 1: 18. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Psalms 90:12 (JND) [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

Hebrews 13:15 (JND) [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.

Ephesians 5:20 (JND) [20] giving thanks at all times for all things to him [who is] God and [the] Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Colossians 3:17-23 (JND) [17] And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, [do] all things in [the] name of [the] Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him. [18] Wives, be subject to [your] husbands, as is fitting in [the] Lord. [19] Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. [20] Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing in [the] Lord. [21] Fathers, do not vex your children, to the end that they be not disheartened. [22] Bondmen, obey in all things your masters according to flesh; not with eye-services, as men-pleasers, but in simplicity of heart, fearing the Lord. [23] Whatsoever ye do, labour at it heartily, as [doing it] to the Lord, and not to men;

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,



EXTRACTS

Many are not happy unless they are doing. Doing is right enough in itself, but the order ought to be from happiness to work, and not to work for happiness. It is from the inner circle, the hive, the heart where Christ reigns, the only green spot, the fond enclosure—the sanctuary, that one should come forth to work like a giant refreshed with wine … the quality of one’s service depends on the nature of one’s rest—and that rest should be like His own, known and enjoyed with Him. I think that we have but small ideas of how our outward bears the colour of our inward, and if our inward is not restful, there cannot be a rest-imparting service. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, p.126) 

If anyone had come to him (Paul) as he wrought with these two, Priscilla and Aquila, and had said, ‘Paul, what is it that you are doing here?’ he would say, ‘Do you not know that my Master served at a carpenter’s bench?’ Would not that touch the heart? How it builds into your inner soul the idea of Christ! Think of Him, the Lord of glory, working as a carpenter! “Is not this the carpenter?” It is not the words of this ministry, but the words of this life. Ministry is wonderful, but the life of Jesus, what a life— all the words of it! the Holy Spirit Himself choosing the words; what an interesting matter! All this was brought into Corinth, and the intent was to shut out all Greek pretension. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 29, p.116) 
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