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THE HANDLING OF DIVINE MATTERS  
M. W. Biggs  
Revelation 1: 1–3, 12–20; 5: 1–7; 8: 1–5; 10: 1–7  
Before speaking of the subject that is on my heart to bring 
before you, namely, the way we should handle the things of 
God, I should like to say a few words by way of introduction for 
the sake of those who are young in the faith.  
The word translated “servant” in verse 2 is rendered 
“bondman” in the New Translation. I draw your attention to this 
because if we are to understand and rightly to value the book 
of Revelation it is necessary for us to have reached the 
experience in our souls of being bondmen of Jesus Christ. 
When we were unconverted we were bondmen to sin; but the 
believer is entitled to know that through the death of the Lord 
Jesus, his bondage in that connection may cease. Christ 
having died to sin and risen again and our old man having 
been crucified with Him, we are entitled to reckon ourselves to 
have died to sin, and to present our bodies as alive from the 
dead as living sacrifices to God and to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
God has in grace met our needs whether as to the burden of 
our sins or the power of sin within; and in response to His 
compassion we may live to Him and for Him. We first learn 
Christ as Saviour, as the One who has perfectly met our need; 
we then come under His control as Lord and enter the 
kingdom of God, having power in the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us, to do God’s will, being supported by Christ 
as priest.  
Then God supplied what we needed, and now we may think of 
His interests. We are bondmen; and are privileged to have no 
outside or selfish


Scripture references

Revelation 1:1-20 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. [4] John to the seven assemblies which [are] in Asia: Grace to you and peace from [him] who is, and who was, and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits which [are] before his throne; [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen. [7] Behold, he comes with the clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they which have pierced him, and all the tribes of the land shall wail because of him. Yea. Amen. [8] I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith [the] Lord God, he who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea. [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, …

Revelation 5:1-7 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. [4] And *I* wept much because no one had been found worthy to open the book nor to regard it. [5] And one of the elders says to me, Do not weep. Behold, the lion which [is] of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, has overcome [so as] to open the book, and its seven seals. [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth: [7] and it came and took [it] out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

Revelation 8:1-5 (JND) [1] And when it opened the seventh seal, there was silence in the heaven about half an hour. [2] And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. [3] And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might give [efficacy] to the prayers of all saints at the golden altar which [was] before the throne. [4] And the smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the saints, out of the hand of the angel before God. [5] And the angel took the censer, and filled it from the fire of the altar, and cast [it] on the earth: and there were voices, and thunders and lightnings, and an earthquake.

Revelation 10:1-7 (JND) [1] And I saw another strong angel coming down out of the heaven, clothed with a cloud, and the rainbow upon his head, and his countenance as the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire, [2] and having in his hand a little opened book. And he set his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth, [3] and cried with a loud voice as a lion roars. And when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their own voices. [4] And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write: and I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Seal the things which the seven thunders have spoken, and write them not. [5] And the angel whom I saw stand on the sea and on the earth lifted up his right hand to the heaven, [6] and swore by him that lives to the ages of ages, who created the heaven and the things that are in it, and the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be no longer delay; [7] but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound the trumpet, the mystery of God also shall be completed, as he has made known the glad tidings to his own bondmen the prophets.
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interests. So the apostle Paul could say of Timothy, “I have no 
one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get 
on. For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus 
Christ”. Now if we are bondmen, the book of Revelation has a 
peculiar interest to us; for it concerns the rights of God on this 
earth and the place Christ is to have in relation to them. As we 
look around us, whether in Christendom or in the heathen 
world, we might reasonably enquire, How is all going to be 
brought under the rule of Christ and into agreement with the 
will of God? The book of Revelation answers that question; 
and in addition to this it gives us the mind of the Lord as to 
what professes His name on earth today. He scrutinises all 
and pronounces upon all He sees. He does not come before 
us in that book specifically as the One who loved the 
assembly, though He be such, but as the One who views all in 
holy discernment.  
The question arises at times with us as to how we ought to 
deal with matters that concern the Lord’s name. How should 
things be done? We have often felt, I expect, that though we 
have tried to serve the Lord in this connection it has needed 
perhaps a more skilful hand than ours has been, to do so 
rightly, and we have blundered in attempting to do what we 
thought was the right thing. It is a very necessary process to 
learn to disentangle things in our own hearts.  
If we are to act for God, we must first learn how to discern the 
movements of our own hearts; we must learn to discern good 
and evil there. What were the motives in that action which 
caused sorrow? There can be no greater favour than that the 
Lord should give us spiritual power to judge ourselves. A 
spiritual man judges himself. If we are rightly to deal with the 
Lord’s things we must be morally near to Christ; and if we are 
near to Him, we shall come under His influence and thus the 
features that are seen in Him in perfection will be  
found in us according to our measure. Let us look, then, at 
some of the features brought before us in this passage, as
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seen in the Lord. The first is, He is clothed with a garment 
reaching to the feet. This suggests dignity of movement—there 
is no hurry. If it had been a question of moving as a warrior or 
even running in the activities of grace. He would have been 
seen as with girt loins; He would not have been seen as with a 
long garment. But a garment reaching to the feet suggests a 
deliberate and patient movement. This marked the Lord in 
perfection, and it should also mark us in dealing with any 
matter of the Lord’s interests. The man of patience is the man 
of power. This feature, however, does not suggest dilatoriness 
or indifference such as marked Amasa in the days of 2 Samuel 
20: 5. He wrongly delayed. It is not that here, but that there is 
no unbecoming haste. The Lord would give us this dignity to 
move in patience in every matter.  
The second feature is that the Lord is seen as “girt about at 
the breasts with a golden girdle”.  
The affections are to be under divine control; we are not to be 
moved by human sentiment nor carried away by mere 
emotion. Think of Paul when he dealt with Peter whom he 
withstood. Barnabas in Acts 15 was not girt. Mark had gone 
back from the service, and Paul says he was not suited, he 
was disqualified. Mark was recovered later, and the Lord used 
him who had known what it was to have failed, to bring before 
us the perfect Servant who never failed. But Barnabas was 
influenced by natural affections. No comments are given in 
Acts save that we are told that the brethren commended Paul 
and Silas and that Barnabas took his nephew and went to his 
native land (Acts 15: 38–40). If we are dealing with a matter of 
service or of discipline, we must beware lest our affections are 
influenced by natural ties.  
If we were girt about the breasts with a golden girdle, there 
would be the divine control of our affections. How beautifully 
this was seen in Paul when writing to the Corinthians! There 
was patience, there was dignity of movement, and then, too, 
the affections were divinely controlled. The Lord moves thus


Scripture references

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

Acts 15:38-40 (JND) [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. [39] There arose therefore very warm feeling, so that they separated from one another; and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus; [40] but Paul having chosen Silas went forth, committed by the brethren to the grace of God.
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among the assemblies. There is a time to embrace and a time 
to refrain from embracing. The Lord give us wisdom to have 
our affections divine controlled.  
The next feature is that His head and His hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow. This suggests maturity, length of 
days. There is need of experience, the novice is disqualified 
for matters of rule. It is not merely age; a brother of seventy 
may have little or no experience while one of thirty may have 
much. The Lord was the “Ancient of days” (see Daniel 7: 9).  
But the expression also suggests the general idea of 
experience. How we may well pray that in the various local 
gatherings there may be raised up those prepared to take up 
the burden of things and qualify by experience to act for God. 
If not habitually exercised as to the discernment of good and 
evil we shall not be able to deal with these matters. To do so 
requires men of godly experience, men grown up in their 
places. The wider the experience the wiser the man. The Lord 
was the “Ancient of days”. His knowledge of all was perfect.  
But as I have said the figure also suggests experience.  
The fourth feature is “His eyes were as a flame of fire”. I would 
say even to the young ones.  
Do not be afraid of those eyes of fire, do not shrink from that 
searching gaze. We shall not if we are established in grace, for 
all exposed has been removed at the cross. Psalm 139 begins 
with “Thou hast searched me”, but it concludes “Search  
me, O God”. He knew all our hearts long ago. Grace gives us 
to welcome the fact that He looks and knows perfectly. But 
then though grace gives us to welcome that holy gaze. He 
cannot tolerate evil—all is exposed and the Lord will not hear 
us if we are regarding iniquity.


Scripture references

Daniel 7:9 (JND) [9] I beheld till thrones were set, and the Ancient of days did sit: his raiment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was flames of fire, [and] its wheels burning fire.

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …
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It would be false to plead grace if we are hiding evil and are 
not welcoming the holy gaze of the Lord’s eyes of fire. It is a 
holy gaze. Do we wince when thinking of the Lord like this?  
We cannot be overcomers if we are not looking at things as 
the Lord does. It is a solemn thing to touch any divine matter, 
and in particular an assembly matter, if we are not first under 
His scrutiny, whose eyes are as a flame of fire. John was as 
one who was dead—this was the effect of coming into the 
presence of the Lord thus. But the Lord does not leave us 
there. He lays his right hand upon us and helps us in viewing 
things as He views them. Our God is a consuming fire. The 
fiery sword at the garden of Eden must first be passed if we 
are to taste life. Sooner or later—at the judgment seat of Christ 
if not before—our judgment and His will be perfectly one.  
The next feature is, “his feet like fine brass, as burning in a 
furnace”. The Lord moves among the assemblies in this 
judicial character. We are not here viewing the assembly as in 
the purpose of divine love, nor is Christ presented as the 
Bridegroom, but judicially, as claiming things for God. So the 
Lord moves here, His feet as fine brass, testing everything as 
He walks. Brass speaks of the testing character of divine 
righteousness. The Lord is moving amongst the assemblies 
testing everything. It is necessary to know the Lord in this way 
if we are to be overcomers. The Lord tests all as He moves in 
the assembly.  
Then we read that “his voice as the voice of many waters”. It is 
a divinely powerful voice.  
It reminds us of the voice of a king. With the word of a king 
there is power. When that voice has spoken things are settled. 
I expect we have sometimes seen things fluctuating one way 
and another and no settlement being reached, and then a 
brother speaks, one who has moral weight and possesses 
features of Christ as under His influence, and the matter is 
settled at once. The word of a king has power and, if we are


7

7 
near the Lord, what we say has moral force about it. The 
Lord’s voice here is a voice like many waters—it has divine 
majesty. He is King above all kings. There never can be a 
voice heard after His, and so if we are near to Him we may 
make a suggestion in the company of our brethren which 
carries weight.  
Then “having in his right hand seven stars”. The stars we read 
later are the angels of the assemblies. They represent the 
responsible element found there. All are responsible, but all do 
not take up the responsibility. You will never have influence 
unless you are prepared to take up the responsibility. The Lord 
will help those who are prepared to do so. So Chloe had the 
moral feature of an angel, a star. Even young believers may 
be concerned as to these matters and pray about them and 
the Lord will give help to take up the responsibility. Chloe was 
the means of recovery. The Lord has such a person in His 
right hand. It is necessary for these moral qualities to be found 
in us if we are to take up matters relating to the assembly.  
Then we have, “his countenance as the sun shines in its 
power”. This gives a sense of all-pervading influence. Nothing 
is hid from the heat of it. The sun moves all nature by its 
immense influence. The Lord is presented thus in the 
transfiguration in Matthew. It says, “his face shone as the sun”. 
Would you like to have influence?  
You will have it only as you are under His influence. It is not a 
position, or an office, or a gift—it is a quality, a question of fact. 
A man of influence is such. It is dangerous indeed if used in 
the wrong way. Think of Absalom. How awful to think that one 
might influence the people to draw them away from Christ. 
Look at 2 Samuel 15: 4–6. There is nothing more dangerous 
than an Absalom spirit—the bringing in of natural and personal 
qualities which have power. Absalom was the most attractive 
man in Israel naturally. What I refer to answers to that brought 
before us in the Epistle to the Colossians 2: 4, “I say this to the 
end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech”. The


Scripture references

2 Samuel 15:4-6 (JND) [4] And Absalom said, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man who has any controversy and cause might come to me, and I would do him justice! [5] And it was so, that when any man came near to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him. [6] And in this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment; and Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

Colossians 2:4 (JND) [4] And I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech.
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enemy was drawing the saints away from Christ. There is 
nothing more serious. It is not a question of will exactly, Will is 
indeed dangerous and sinful; but the will may be quiescent yet 
the mind active and not formed after Christ. The subduing of 
the will is on the line of obedience and righteousness; the 
forming of the mind is on the line of holiness. You may 
influence things by your mind and carry things as you may 
think. If so, the Lord may leave things to you, as it says in Luke 
13: 35, “Your house is left unto you”. In 2 Samuel 19: 11–14, 
we read that David bowed the heart of all the men of Judah 
even as the heart of one man. What an influence! They were 
bowed as one man. It is like “the sun shining in its power”. It 
suggests a power which influences. The sun sets forth the 
idea of authority and influence.  
Let us now turn to Revelation 5. The chapter shows the 
sympathetic element. We get the book of the rights of God 
referred to. No one was able to take up things for God. And as 
the apostle sees this he weeps! Look at the world in its 
hopeless confusion. Rulers are perplexed, social reformers are 
baffled! It is not better dwellings people  
want but a divine touch! The apostle John weeps as he 
considers the position. Have you ever wept about the rights of 
God and the condition of the assembly? How Jeremiah wept! 
One would covet to have a heart like his. If on the one side 
one would wish to be like Ezekiel, who rises above all human 
feelings and views things divinely, on the other side one would 
like to be as Jeremiah. There are tears in the testimony. Paul 
refers to Timothy’s tears (2  
Timothy 1: 4). Unless we have wept about a matter let us 
leave it alone, for we certainly cannot rightly touch it. Have we 
wept about things which have happened in our various 
localities? The apostle wept much. In verse 5 he is told that 
the lion of the tribe of Judah has prevailed. Why was it Judah? 
you ask. We must go back to Genesis 44 to find the answer.


Scripture references

2 Samuel 19:11-14 (JND) [11] And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak to the elders of Judah saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, to his house. [12] Ye are my brethren, ye are my bone and my flesh; and why will ye be the last to bring back the king? [13] And say to Amasa, Art thou not my bone and my flesh? God do so to me and more also, if thou be not captain of the host before me continually instead of Joab. [14] And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah as of one man; and they sent to the king, Return, thou and all thy servants.

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Genesis 44 (JND) [1] And he commanded him who was over his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry; and put every man's money in the mouth of his sack. [2] And put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain-money. And he did according to the word of Joseph which he had spoken. [3] In the morning, when it was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. …
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Judah was one who went to Joseph and told him how he had 
become surety for Benjamin. He was willing to accept 
responsibility. He says, “Let thy servant stay, I pray thee, 
instead of the lad a bondman”, or, virtually, let me go to prison 
instead of Benjamin. That was Judah’s feature. The man who 
is to have influence and to claim things for God is the one who 
is prepared to go to prison for his brother. The prophet looks 
for a lion but he sees a Lamb. The lamb suffers without its 
voice being heard (see Isaiah 53). “He opened not his mouth”. 
The Lord suffered without uttering a word. The measure in 
which you will be bold as a lion is the measure in which you 
can suffer. The One who went to the cross suffered untold 
suffering, suffered even to death, was the Lamb, and the Lamb 
is the One who will recover things for God and influence with 
kingly power.  
In chapter 8 another exercise is presented. An angel is seen at 
the golden altar burning incense. Incense in the Old 
Testament days was not public; the anointing oil was public.  
Incense speaks of Christ and also of the saints as maintained 
in the features of Christ before God, as we may see in the 
Epistle to the Colossians; the anointing oil is seen in antitype 
in Luke and Corinthians. The incense went up to God in the 
holy place—it was not public. Incense is connected with 
prayer. The Lord is going to take up things for God and He 
offers the incense with the prayers of all saints upon the earth. 
How necessary is prayer. Epaphras laboured fervently in 
prayer. Have you prayed about matters? We may well do so 
as we think of the conditions of things. Do you pray for your 
local brethren? All the names of the tribes were on the onyx 
stones on the shoulders of the high priest and each name was 
on its particular stone on the breastplate; and the priest went 
in to God with these names on his heart and offers incense. 
Paul says—“I would have you know what combat I have for 
you”. Have you left such exercises to the brothers, dear sister? 
Is it not the sisters’ concern too? And you, young brothers, 
have you left it to the old brothers? We must not do that. We


Scripture references

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …
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shall not be like Judah if we do. We must all be concerned. We 
must all carry the saints on our hearts and pray. So here the 
angel stands at the golden altar and gives efficacy to the 
prayers of the saints.  
Then Revelation 10. There is no mistaking that the Lord is 
referred to here. He is clothed with a cloud and a rainbow is 
upon His head. He is claiming the whole earth for God. He has 
one foot on the sea—the seething masses of nations, the 
other on the earth—on the settled and ordered habitable 
world, and he claims both for God. This principle applies 
generally.  
When dealing with any matter, the question is, How does it 
relate to God? We must take things up and claim things for 
God. In the day to come we may  
rule cities for God. How many could I influence .today? Can I 
rule myself? What influence have I in my local gathering? 
Christ takes up the whole universe for God! The solution of 
everything is found in the Lord taking up things.  
The Lord create exercise in our hearts that these features 
which are seen in Christ may be reproduced in us, so that we 
may rightly handle matters. Divine things are very holy, and we 
not only need discernment but skill in the way we do things. A 
great deal depends upon the way things are done.  
Address in Glasgow 
9 October 1928


Scripture references

Revelation 10 (JND) [1] And I saw another strong angel coming down out of the heaven, clothed with a cloud, and the rainbow upon his head, and his countenance as the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire, [2] and having in his hand a little opened book. And he set his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth, [3] and cried with a loud voice as a lion roars. And when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their own voices. …
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RESPONSIBILITY AS TO THE MAINTENANCE 
OF THE TRUTH  
F. E. Raven  
It is the responsibility of every one of us to maintain the truth. 
We do not maintain the truth by merely clinging tenaciously to 
the terms of the truth, but by being ourselves the exponents of 
the truth. We ought to be prepared to surrender everything, 
whatever we, have in this life, the dearest ties and 
associations, whatever honour or glory or position we may 
have, in order to be exponents of the truth which the Lord has 
given us to maintain.  
It is very easy to justify having things agreeable here—and 
God may allow us to enjoy many things here—but they may 
readily be too prominent with us and, when they are, the truth 
has a second place. Which, I ask, should have the first place, 
the things of this life or the truth?  
Every right-minded person would allow that the truth is to be 
the first thing and we are at all costs to maintain it, and the 
divine way to maintain it is by ourselves being the expression 
of it and everything has to be subordinate to that, so I say the 
less a man has in this world the better. If we have confidence 
in God, God can care for His people, and He is not limited to 
human methods … We often lack in piety. Faith is that we 
have the light of God’s things; piety is that we bring God into 
our things. If you make the truth the first concern and are here 
entirely for the Lord, the Lord will own you, and He will provide 
for your things; we have no need to be anxious on that score. 
For myself, I can say that is the line I would seek to follow.  
(Vol. 2, pp.268, 269)
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“HOLY WOMEN WHO HAVE HOPED IN GOD”  
T. Mair  
1 Peter 3: 4–6; Luke 2: 36–38; 1 Samuel 1: 10, 11, 15  
I was impressed, dear brethren, by what we have here in 
Peter’s epistle as to the “holy women who have hoped in God”. 
I read as to Sarah, Anna, and Hannah, because they 
represent holy women who have hoped in God. I think, dear 
brethren, that we can say in all sincerity and truth that our 
sister whom the Lord has been pleased to take, and who is 
now with the Lord Jesus, which is very much better, was one 
of these.  
I just want to speak briefly about certain features that mark 
“holy women who have hoped in God”, not outward features, 
as Peter tells us here —the tressing of hair, or in our day, the 
cutting of hair. These are not features that mark holy women, 
neither, as you have here, putting on apparel, or in our day 
women putting on what is like man’s apparel. What marks 
women is “the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God 
is of great price”. Think of these features that mark holy 
women, these characteristics. The Lord at this time would 
speak to us and have us to take on these features. Think of 
the hidden Man of the heart! Our sister knew what that was. 
Who is the hidden Man of the heart? It is none other than 
Christ—Christ in the heart, Christ in the affections. That is 
what will see us through in these last days, the hidden Man of 
the heart, and as we hope in God.  
There are many more sisters in Scripture who were holy 
women; what saw them through was that they all hoped in 
God. So that the result of the hidden Man of the heart is the 
“incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God is of great price”. Our sister had a meek and quiet


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:4-6 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price. [5] For thus also the holy women who have hoped in God heretofore adorned themselves, being subject to their own husbands; [6] as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose children ye have become, doing good, and not fearing with any kind of consternation.

Luke 2:36-38 (JND) [36] And there was a prophetess, Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of [the] tribe of Asher, who was far advanced in years, having lived with [her] husband seven years from her virginity, [37] and herself a widow up to eighty-four years; who did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers; [38] and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem.

1 Samuel 1:10-15 (JND) [10] and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much. [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah.
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spirit, and each one of us needs to lay hold of that. Let us take 
on these features.  
If we had gone to the temple in Luke 2 we would have seen a 
woman there, a holy woman who had a meek and quiet spirit. 
Think of Anna, what a sister she was! It says that she was  
“herself a widow up to eighty-four years”, and our sister whom 
the Lord has taken experienced widowhood. Then think of 
these other features—“serving night and day with fastings and 
prayers”; not just prayers, but fastings and prayers. Fasting, as 
we know, shuts the flesh out, shuts the first order of man out. 
Prayer brings God in, and our sister knew what that was. She 
knew what fastings and prayers were. She knew what it was to 
shut out the flesh,  
and she knew what it was to bring God into a situation. Then it 
says, “and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the 
Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption 
in Jerusalem”, another characteristic feature that marks holy 
women who have hoped in God.  
What do they speak of? They speak of Christ. No matter 
where our sister was, in her house, or after the meeting, she 
spoke of Him. O, dear brethren, these are features that 
characterize holy women, and they should characterize each 
one of us; we should never tire of speaking of Christ.  
Then when we come to Samuel we find Hannah. Another 
feature that characterizes holy women is soul exercise. 
Hannah is going through soul exercise here. She was in 
bitterness of soul and she knew what it was to pour out her 
soul before Jehovah. Even in the early years of her life, difficult 
years, our sister knew what it was to pour out her soul to 
Jehovah. She knew what it was to hope in God. That is what 
saw her through. That is what is going to see each one of us 
through as we hope in God. Hannah here is thinking not of 
herself but she is thinking of Jehovah. She is wanting a man


Scripture references

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …
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child. She says, “then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of 
his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head”. That is 
another feature and characteristic that marks holy women. 
They are thinking of the continuance of the testimony. That is 
what we have here; Samuel is brought in, and then after 
Samuel we find David is brought into view. May we think of the 
testimony, and its continuance, so that the true David is 
brought into view.  
May we be encouraged by these things and take on these 
characteristics that mark holy women.  
No doubt there are other features that mark holy women, but 
these are just a few. These things were seen in our sister. 
Think of the Lord Jesus drawing near to her and gently 
causing her to sleep. She along with the many who have gone 
before, the dead in Christ, and along with those that remain, 
will very soon hear that voice of power. O, dear brethren, let us 
take on these features and continue till the end, until we hear 
that voice of power. May it be so, for His name’s sake.  
Word at the burial of Mrs. W. Slater, Cullen 
23 September 1987
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“HOLDING FAST THE HEAD”  
F. C. Mutton  
Colossians 2: 8–10, 18, 19; Ephesians 4: 14–16; Psalm 133: 
1–3; Matthew 9: 20–22  
We have been speaking of the body and these scriptures we 
have read engage us with the glorious Person who is the Head 
of the body. The greatness, glory and distinction of the body 
are shown above all by the One who is its Head. To use an 
illustration, you can tell that a human organization has great 
distinction by the fact that the Queen herself is its patron. Now 
the body is marked out as distinct from every other body or 
organism by the fact that its Head is none other than Christ 
Himself. His headship is listed among the glories of Christ in 
Colossians 1: 15—He is “image of the invisible God, firstborn 
of all creation; because by him were created all things, the 
things in heaven and upon the earth, the visible and the 
invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, principalities, or  
authorities—all things have been created by him and for him. 
And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him. 
And he is the head of the body”—no less a Person than the 
Creator, the Firstborn of all creation, is the Head of the body, 
the assembly. I was struck by the verse we sang—  
‘In peaceful wonder we adore  
The thoughts of love divine,  
Which in that world, for evermore,  
Unite our lot with Thine’.  
The assembly is inseparable from Christ. What a wonderful 
position we are brought into!  
What a position of immense, immeasurable privilege and 
advantage—like Ruth, brought out of the plains of Moab and


Scripture references

Colossians 2:8-19 (JND) [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it. [16] Let none therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in matter of feast, or new moon, or sabbaths, [17] which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. [18] Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.

Ephesians 4:14-16 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error; [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Matthew 9:20-22 (JND) [20] And behold, a woman, who had had a bloody flux [for] twelve years, came behind and touched the hem of his garment; [21] for she said within herself, If I should only touch his garment I shall be healed. [22] But Jesus turning and seeing her, said, Be of good courage, daughter; thy faith has healed thee. And the woman was healed from that hour.

Colossians 1:15 (JND) [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation;
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becoming united to Boaz, that mighty man of wealth and 
resource.  
So in Colossians the greatness of Christ as Head is powerfully 
emphasized. And also it is worthy of note that both in 
Colossians and in Ephesians the headship of Christ is brought 
in in immediate relation to dangers which were facing the 
saints. The Colossians—and the footnote helps as to this—
were, according to verse 8 of chapter 2, in imminent danger. 
We might not have thought so. Paul says in Colossians 1 that 
the glad tidings had come to them and were “bearing fruit and 
growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard 
them”.  
He says, “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ continually when praying for you”. We would say, 
‘Things are going well. The ship is set on its course with fair 
weather ahead; all is prosperous and assured’. But Paul, with 
his far-seeing eye and the discernment which the Lord gave 
him, saw there was real imminent danger facing them, and 
that danger was “philosophy and vain deceit”.  
Now, dear brethren, these things are not far from us. 
Philosophy is the working of my mind independently of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, and vain deceit is my natural, inherent 
pride. Philosophy and vain deceit are a terrible and dangerous 
combination—“according to the teaching of men, according to 
the elements of the world, and not according to Christ”. The 
assembly, the body, is an area where the teaching of men and 
the elements of the world are to have no place, and may we all 
be resolved that they must be excluded. They cause damage 
and disaster as they come in. In any case we have no need of 
them because we have so glorious a Head in Christ. Paul 
says, and the language is profound, “in him dwells all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete [or filled 
full] in him”. May the words themselves of Scripture register 
with us in great encouragement—“In him dwells all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily”—in a Man and therefore available to


Scripture references

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …
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us in One who has the greatest love and sympathy and 
understanding in relation to us. So we can come in complete 
confidence to Him and draw upon Him. And we do experience 
it.  
It is not something unknown to us. We feel our weakness, and 
it is right that we should do so.  
Paul could say—and how remarkable that he, one so gifted, 
should say it: “And who is sufficient for these things?” Who is 
sufficient?—none of us is sufficient in ourselves, but Paul also 
says, “Our competency is of God; who has also made us 
competent, as ministers of the new covenant”. May we greatly 
desire to be in the gain of the resource that the Spirit, and the 
Lord Himself, would grant us. All we need is in Him—we need 
nothing outside of Christ in whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead. We were speaking of baptism to the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let us be 
encouraged that all that the Father is toward us, all that Christ 
is, all that the Holy Spirit is, is freely, fully, unreservedly toward 
us, as we hold fast the Head. Then, again, we have a contrast. 
Paul says in verse 18, “Let no one fraudulently deprive you of 
your prize, doing his own will in humility”. How deceptive that 
is! A very humble man outwardly, he would seem to be very 
lowly, and yet he is doing his own will. If a man does his own 
will flagrantly, powerfully carrying everything before him, it is 
pretty obvious, but here is a man doing his own will in humility. 
How deceitful are the flesh and the natural man! The answer 
and the remedy are in Colossians 2: 19, “holding fast the 
head”. Not only holding, but holding fast—you are deeply 
conscious that you have no other source of supply. “From 
whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the 
joints and bands, increases with the increase of God”; that is, 
there is a vessel here, the body, which is being ministered to 
constantly from heaven that it might be formed and enriched, 
endowed with heavenly grace and intelligence in the increase 
of God.


Scripture references

Colossians 2:19 (JND) [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.
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Now that raises a question with each of us Are we joints and 
bands? There are two thoughts here—“ministered to” is one, 
and “united together” the other. What is the effect of your, or 
my, being amongst the saints? Is it divisive? Is it to bring in 
discord or disunity, or are we among the joints and bands 
which enable this precious process of ministering and 
unification to proceed? I think the Lord would lay this upon us 
so that we may have the immense privilege, as in relation to 
Christ, to minister what is positive and to unite the saints 
together, so that the increase of God may be experienced.  
Where we read in Ephesians 4 Paul warns the brethren about 
being “tossed and carried about by every wind of that teaching 
which is in the sleight of men”. Many of us have humbly to look 
back to the time when that was so, when we were unstable,  
wrongly influenced. What is our protection against it? Paul 
says, “Holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all 
things, who is the head, the Christ”. There is no other man 
between us and Him. These glories belong to Him alone. He is 
the Head and the Christ—God’s Anointed—“from whom the 
whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of 
supply, according to the working in its measure of each one 
part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building 
up in love”. So we have another thought here, not only what 
comes from Christ, “from whom the whole body fitted 
together”, and so on, but we have the working of the body 
itself—a remarkable thought, that the body works for itself.  
And how does it work? Because the whole body is fitted 
together and connected by every joint of supply, according to 
the working in its measure of each one part. How practical!  
There is what is objective—Christ the Head; but then there is 
what is most practical and experimental, which raises the 
question again—Are you and I joints of supply? There is a 
helpful footnote showing that it is the known supply which 
comes from Christ. But it comes through these joints of supply.


Scripture references

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …
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A brother gets up and prays, gives thanks, or in some other 
way contributes in a meeting, and I am edified by it—he is a 
joint of supply. Something comes to me from Christ through 
my brother, or maybe in private through my sister. What a 
privilege to be a joint of supply! Thus what is in Christ in all its 
fulness flows into His body, uniting it, edifying it, increasing it 
through each one in his or her measure and part. I find it very 
exercising, but very encouraging. How precious the assembly 
is to Christ. He loved it and gave Himself for it and His whole 
service now is for its enrichment, blessing and prosperity, and 
one of the greatest services you and I can render is to be 
joints of supply.  
Again, I would ask myself, Is there any benefit in my local 
meeting from my being there, or am I a cause of trouble or 
disturbance? Pardon my being negative, but such things are 
possible—easily possible. How much better if, by the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, we can be joints of supply, bringing love, 
warmth, mutual affection and respect and care—and I certainly 
do not exclude what is practical. Much that our dear sisters do 
in practical ministration—is it not a joint of supply, an 
expression of the love and grace of Christ? In every possible 
way may we be concerned, as having our privileged part in the 
body, to be joints of supply, holding fast the Head, and thus 
having that which can be contributive to the wealth of the 
assembly.  
In Psalm 133 we have an example of this. It is very blessed 
and yet quite testing. It begins with “Behold”; that is, 
somewhere the matter is working out and David says, ‘Have a 
look at this’. Now could I bring someone to the local meeting 
where I am, open the door, and say as it were, ‘Look; behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity’? That is normal; that is how it should be. I was much 
affected by a little prayer meeting recently, just a handful, but 
together in love and unity. And that, dear brethren, is to be true 
in every locality, there to be seen, there to be experienced, 
and it comes from the Head. It is like the precious oil upon the


Scripture references

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …
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head, and it ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard. It 
speaks of Christ in His dignity—the Head of the assembly—
and the oil ran down to the hem of his garment. It is the 
blessed, gracious, fragrant incense of Christ. God’s Anointed, 
permeating the whole system right down to the uttermost 
extremity, “as  
the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion”. 
It is there in such a place, in such a locality, where brethren 
are dwelling together in unity—‘ there hath Jehovah 
commanded the blessing, life for evermore’. How urgent then 
that we seek to promote these conditions of brethren dwelling 
together, for there God commands His blessing. You say, Can 
He not command it anywhere? Well, in His sovereignty He can 
take up a drunkard in the street and bless him, but there are 
conditions which call forth His blessing, and may we all 
contribute to them.  
In the scripture in Matthew we find someone who touched the 
hem of His garment. This poor woman’s life was ebbing out, 
and she had been in that problem for twelve years. She came 
behind and touched the hem of His garment, “for she said 
within herself, if I should only touch his garment I shall be 
healed. But Jesus turning and seeing her, said, Be of good 
courage, daughter; thy faith has healed thee. And the woman 
was healed from that hour”. It suggests the powerful effect of 
the headship of Christ operating through His body. She did not 
touch Christ directly, she touched the hem of His garment, and 
a clear application of that is that where things are right and 
normal there is power in contacting the people of God.  
Through them you will experience the fulness which flows from 
Christ. A wonderful system of help and blessing and healing is 
therefore available to us as we come among the people of 
God. There is much outwardly that is so humbling, but I would 
ask you this question—Has the order of things that has been 
set up by Christ on earth, and is maintained by the Spirit, 
failed; has it terminated? There is only one answer to that—It
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has not. It continues—not in a public, manifest way, but in a 
vital way because the Spirit is here and Christ, the Head, is in 
glory.  
Now I would urge you to touch the hem of His garment. Do not 
let us isolate ourselves from the saints and do not let us stay 
away from the meetings. I expect we all have had the 
experience of a trying day and harassing problems, and you 
may come to the meeting and hope somebody is feeling in 
better shape spiritually than you are. Then someone gives out 
a hymn, someone prays in freshness, and you feel revived, 
quickened. Why? You have touched the hem of His garment, 
His garment. May the Lord bless these impressions to us and 
may there be an answer to them for His glory.  
Address at Hamilton, New Zealand 
25 March 1989
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HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  
P.van den Berg  
Source divine of love and blessing,  
Holy Spirit, now we raise  
Unto Thee, blest living Fountain,  
Everlasting worship, praise.  
 
Ever sharing Godhead glory,  
Here to serve in tender love,  
Comforter from heav’n descended,  
Sent from glorious realms above.  
 
Conscious of Thy holy presence,  
Witness of Christ glorified,  
We, transformed, behold His glory,  
Shining in that heavenly light.  
 
Soon Thou shalt be all-pervading,  
Holy myriads glory bring;  
And e’en now our hearts responding,  
Spirit blest, Thy praise we sing.  
Rijswijk, Netherlands
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EXTRACTS  
The school of God is the oldest school in the universe; it has 
turned out the greatest men that have ever been—the deepest 
thinkers, and it will abide when all the other universities, 
colleges and schools of this world are passed away. In His 
school we learn to “prove what is the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God”.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 34, p.166)  
I want to know Him where He is at this moment; that is 
Philippians 3 … You do not satisfy His heart about you if you 
do not know Him there, nor can you be truly in service either. 
You must get direction from Himself. No one can rightly serve, 
but in communion with Him where He is. As a member of His 
body I am placed there and, as I am there with Him, I learn to 
be here for Him.  
J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, p.251)  
There are plenty of miracles in the world at the present time. It 
is quite a mistake to suppose this is not an age of miracles. 
Miracles may be of a different character, but just as real 
miracles as ever the Lord wrought when He was here upon 
earth. I see a man converted as the effect of the preaching of 
Christ; that is as great a miracle as any miracle the Lord 
wrought.  
You could not have a greater miracle or proof of power than 
that you were converted to God … We are all miracles, and in 
that way witnesses to Christ.  
F. E. Raven (Vol. 18, p.96)  
Grace acts with reference to our condition, but love acts to 
satisfy itself.
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Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …



24

24 
F. E. Raven (‘Letters’ (New Series) p.317)  
The ways of God are severely retributive, and it is so with us 
as Christians. If you are hard and severe, it will return upon 
you some way or other.  
F. E. Raven (‘Letters’ (New Series), p.298)  
Assurance of salvation is a question of Christ’s work. I have no 
thought that, in myself, I am anything else but a sinner. But I 
sin if I doubt that He has made a perfect atonement. I affirm 
distinctly that there is no such thing recognised in the New 
Testament as that a Christian should doubt his salvation … 
There is plenty of priesthood for infirmities, weakness, and so 
on; but God has taken me up, and dealt with me, as at the Red 
Sea of old, and put all, all away. We “have not received a spirit 
of bondage again for fear”. I was myself in such a condition for 
some six or seven years after I was converted, but that has 
only served to convince me that this is not a Christian place at 
all. And the reason of my assurance is, that while Christ is 
within, the Holy Spirit has come down. His coming proves that 
Christ’s work is accepted.  
J. N. Darby (‘Notes & Jottings’, p.304)  
Anna is a very good example—“she departed not from the 
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day”. What a lovely exhibition of piety can come out in a 
widow! A widow might say, All my life has gone, but it is the 
very best time of her life—life here with no support but with her 
hope and trust in God. What an honour! What a dignity!  
She adorns the doctrine of God in such a way that the elect 
angels like to see it. It is a true picture of the assembly, a 
widow indeed, one bereaved of Christ.  
C. A. Coates (‘Outline of 1 Timothy’, p.368)
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