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THE ASSEMBLY AS AN OBJECT OF AFFECTION

W. McKillop 

Ephesians 5: 25–27; 2 Timothy 2: 10; Philippians 2: 19–21, 25, 29, 30 

These passages present to us persons to whom the assembly is an object of great affection. 

First of all the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. You will notice it says, “the Christ also loved the assembly”. The Christ, referring to Him as the One who is doing everything operationally for God, that He loved the assembly. In 2 Timothy 2 we have the apostle who presents himself as suffering all things for the sake of the elect. It is striking that the apostle does not say, for the sake of the assembly. In, terms of love, he would not put himself on the same level as the Christ, so he says, “the elect”. The assembly and the elect of this dispensation of course are equivalent thoughts, but the apostle would maintain the pre-eminent distinction of Christ as the Lover of the assembly. He writes to the Philippians about Timotheus and his genuine feeling about a local assembly, the Philippian assembly. He says of him that he has no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. If Paul were present among us would he say about me or about you that, as regards our local assemblies, he has no one like-minded who cares with genuine feeling how our local brethren are getting on? Epaphroditus is in the apostle’s mind in that same section because of the way in which he sacrificed himself for the sake of his local brethren, the Philippians; drawing near to death, showing the extent to which the love of Epaphroditus for his local brethren would take him. We do not speak much about Epaphroditus. If the brethren will search their memories you will not remember many occasions on which anybody spoke about Epaphroditus. Yet he stands out in the apostle’s mind because he says of him, “my brother and fellow-workman and fellow-soldier”. 

Beginning where I read, the great dominating thought in regard of the assembly is that “the Christ also loved the assembly”. That led to something on His part, He delivered Himself up for it. That would not only be His death, but would also include the way in which the Lord, in His infinite love, is devoting Himself currently to bringing about in the assembly a state that answers to the purpose of God. The Lord is active, intensely active; He delivered Himself up for it, in order that He might sanctify it. That He might set it apart from everything else; the old man, the first man, the flesh, the world, even the flesh and blood condition ultimately, that He might have it, a new creation, in accord with the purpose of God. You will notice where we finished reading it says, that it might be holy and blameless”. That takes us back to chapter 1, that we should be holy and blameless before God in love (Ephesians 1: 4). The Lord’s unsearchable love for the assembly has led to unceasing activity on His part so that the assembly might become what it is according to the purpose of God, and that He might present the assembly to Himself glorious. He is going to do it! In the type in Genesis 2 Jehovah Elohim brought the woman to Man. In Genesis 24 the Spirit in type brought Rebecca to the heavenly man, Isaac. But according to Ephesians the Christ is going to present the assembly to Himself; He is going to do it. That implies His Deity, because only a divine Person could present such a glorious vessel to Himself. In the meantime this service of love has gone on almost two thousand years; the Lord has been active sanctifying it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word. It is not the blood here, it is the water; what is in view is practical purity and holiness. The Lord has been active, ever since the Spirit came down, to bring about this sanctified and purified state in the assembly which He loves. That service, beloved brethren, is going on currently with regard to you and me. It went on in the service of the twelve, it went on in the service of Paul and it has gone on for almost twenty centuries. 

As one generation after another has been brought into the testimony, the Lord 

has been active in love because He has had this great vessel in His affections, and He has served unceasingly that at the end of the dispensation He might present this vessel to Himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, but that it might be holy and blameless. 

What a conception, speaking reverently, the Christ has had before Him! What love has moved Him that He has delivered Himself up to service of such length, of such magnitude, unceasing service, to bring about something that is wholly compatible with Himself, and can be brought out in display as the fulness of Him who fills all in all. Has it really come home to us that we are part of a vessel that is the counterpart of Christ, and that after He presents it to Himself He will bring it out and display it to the universe as His fulness? What Christ is sanctifying and purifying is shortly going to come out of heaven and amaze the universe by its magnificence, because it will descend out of heaven. John saw the holy city descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God (Revelation 21: 10). That is what the Lord has before Him. In any little service that we may render, let us keep the objective of the Christ before us. His wondrous service in love will bring about a vessel that He can present to Himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. It will be holy, indeed it is called the holy city more than once in Revelation 21, “the holy city, Jerusalem”. There will be a substantial, eternal answer to the service of love of the Christ in this dispensation. What joy it will be to the heart of Christ to have such a vessel, such a counterpart, the fulness of Him who fills all in all. 

Paul says about his own labours, “For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect”. How that dignifies our local brethren as we think about them, “the elect”. And not only our local brethren because it includes all the elect of God, all that are brought into the assembly during the whole dispensation. But the apostle here is thinking about those that could be identified as the elect during the time of his service. 

So we are thinking about those currently living on the earth who can be identified as the elect of God. He says, “For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect”. That word endure means to go through suffering patiently. We are in the time when we are called upon to suffer patiently; although there have been those who have suffered martyrdom. Those saints proved that Christ was a merciful and faithful High Priest! But generally, in the western world, we are not in a time of widespread persecution; we are in a time that calls for endurance to go on day after day after day suffering patiently, but doing it for the sake of the elect. At one point when Mr. Darby was under attack he wrote a letter to one of his attackers and stated his position as to the truth, and then he said, It is for this that I labour and suffer reproach. He was thinking about the elect. 

I would encourage us, beloved brethren, to think about the elect. The world is full of its dignitaries and some are in positions of authority set up by God. We pray for them in our prayer meetings and our household prayers, and we should. They have dignity because of the positions that God has given them, the authority they have from God. Even the Lord recognised a certain dignity with Pilate in saying he had authority which was given him from above. Yet morally Pilate was a contemptible, cowardly man. But the elect are persons who are worthy of our respect and affection, and of our suffering for their sake. You go on in your locality, which is small as is ours, and as is Plainfield and many others, you maintain the service of God, you suffer reproach, you suffer loss in a material sense, you suffer in other respects—it is for the sake of the elect! That dignifies our suffering and encourages us to go on with suffering patiently. It is day by day, day after day. But we must remember that He said, “Yea, I come quickly”, Revelation 22: 20. The suffering will not go on for ever. We shall not always be visiting brethren in the hospital, we 

shall not always be burying saints, we shall not always be watching one another growing old, and in some cases feeble and decrepit. The day is coming when all that will cease because the Lord will descend with an assembling shout and He will change us. We shall have the body of glory. Our body of humiliation will be transformed into conformity to His body of glory. 

In the meantime it is a time of suffering patiently and the apostle is a great model for us in this respect. But he had an objective—“that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus”. Now that is not just the forgiveness of sins; the salvation which is in Christ Jesus involves eternal life. The saints, for whose sakes we are suffering patiently, the elect are obtaining the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. The fulness of it will be that our bodies will be changed, that is the fulness of the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. And then he adds, 

“with eternal glory”. That glory will be the full actual glory of sonship. The Lord Jesus said, 

“the glory which thou hast given me I have given them”, John 17: 22. That, in a certain sense was anticipative because the disciples about whom He spoke were still in flesh and blood and they are now all with Christ, they are out of the flesh and blood condition. But they are going to come into this real condition of sonship which involves the body of glory. The apostle had that objective in suffering patiently. He is no doubt alluding here to his time in the prison, 

“that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”. 

I refer now to Timothy and Epaphroditus. It is not now a question of suffering but of genuine feeling and of being like-minded with Paul. You might say, Well, Timothy knew Paul, he was with him so he could be like-minded. We can be like-minded, too, as we love the saints. 

We can be like-minded with Paul as we regard the saints as the elect. What marked Timothy was his concern about the Philippian brethren. The apostle says, “I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine 

feeling how ye get on”. One would covet to be marked more by this genuine feeling about not only my local brethren but also brethren in every locality. Timothy was not local in Philippi, else the apostle would not have said, “I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly”. Timothy was elsewhere, but the apostle said, He cares about you in Philippi, he has genuine feeling how yet get on. As we think about the localities where the saints are with whom we are privileged to walk, do these genuine feelings rise up in our hearts about every locality? That would have a real bearing on our prayer meetings. Genuine feeling would mean we are thinking about the saints in every locality and we are thinking about how they are getting on. And I would say with some concern that what we want is to hear how the saints are getting on, not how somebody is not getting on. It is astonishing that we can hear so quickly about a difficulty somewhere, and usually what we hear is largely misinformation, but we do not hear a great deal about how they are getting on. That was the concern of Timothy. If you asked him about Philippi he would not say, Well, they have not ministered to Paul for a while. No, he would say, They are marked by suffering, they are marked by fellowship with the glad tidings, they are marked by the descending mind. If you attend any of their meetings, you will be impressed with the fact that they are heavenly minded. I think that is what he would say about the Philippians. Paul says, “For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”. Nothing is more destructive of genuine feeling about how the saints get on than seeking my own things. Now I am not prepared to say what those might be, it is for all of us to search our hearts as to it. Are the things that I am seeking, the things of Jesus Christ? 

Paul goes on to speak about Epaphroditus. Here is a man who was sick, sick close to death. It was not because he caught some infection or something else. It was Epaphroditus acting in the calculation of love for the Philippians and for the apostle, “he drew near even to 

death”. You can see why Paul said of him, not only my brother and fellow-workman, but my fellow-soldier. A soldier is under orders, and he may have to draw near to death as under orders. Those of us who have been in military service, not of our own choosing but in the ways of God, know that often you are in circumstances where you are near to death. It is a very real experience. But this brother was a fellow-soldier of the apostle and it was in the work of Christ that he drew near to death. He says, “venturing his life”. He was like the apostle who said you remember, “I make no account of my life as dear to myself”, Acts 20:24. I suppose what Paul meant by that was, if my life is not being laid down for the brethren of what moral value is it? Solomon says, “If a man beget a hundred sons, and live many years... and also he have no burial” (Ecclesiastes 6: 3); that is what we need to come to. We accept burial as regards what we are naturally in order that in the power of life out of death we might venture our lives for the sake of our local brethren and for the sake of the brethren elsewhere. 

No doubt Paul was very sympathetic with this, because you remember that he himself was stoned and they drew him out of the city supposing him to be dead (Acts 14: 19). Paul would know what the feelings of this man were because people thought he was dead. But when the disciples encircled him he rose up and entered into the city. Here is a man who is so governed by affection for the saints and so governed by affection for the apostle that “for the sake of the work”, the Lord’s work, “he drew near even to death, venturing his life”. 

Love leads us, as John tells us, to lay down our lives for the brethren (1 John 3: 16). I remember a servant of the Lord who said, the form our suffering takes is largely in making long arduous journeys to serve the saints. I would encourage all the brethren in this city, as I encourage my local brethren, to get to the three-day meetings in other localities, so that you might have part in the flow of the Spirit of God universally among us in spiritual ministry. 

Paul says of him, “Receive him therefore in the Lord”. This man was worthy to be received by the Philippians in the Lord. He adds, “with all joy”, meaning that they would be delighted to see such a man, one who ventured his life because of love for them. Then he says, “hold such in honour”. Beloved brethren, if we know any persons who are venturing their lives for the sake of their local brethren or for the sake of the saints in general, let us hold such in honour. It is not that we are going to make a great deal of them, but we will hold them in honour. We cannot help but think of the beloved servant who was in this city for so many years. Mr. James Taylor, who really on many occasions ventured his life to serve the saints; it was for the sake of the work. 

And we could mention others earlier, especially Mr. J. N. Darby. Think of a man of over seventy writing that he was returning through the woods by lantern light at eleven o’clock at night, after serving the saints in a place, to go back to where he was staying. We may not know much about that practically. But to the extent that we can, let us commit ourselves to the work, for love of Christ and for love of the saints, and let us sacrifice ourselves for the sake of the elect that they may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

Address at New York
29 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 5:25-27 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

2 Timothy 2:10 (JND) [10] For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that *they* also may obtain the salvation which [is] in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Philippians 2:19-30 (JND) [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ. [22] But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child a father, he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings. [23] Him therefore I hope to send immediately, as soon as I shall see how it goes with me: [24] but I trust in [the] Lord that I myself also shall soon come; [25] but I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow-workman and fellow-soldier, but your messenger and minister to my need, [26] since he had a longing desire after you all, and was distressed because ye had heard that he was sick; [27] for he was also sick close to death, but God had mercy on him, and not indeed on him alone, but also on me, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow. [28] I have sent him therefore the more diligently, that seeing him ye might again rejoice, and that *I* might be the less sorrowful. [29] Receive him therefore in [the] Lord with all joy, and hold such in honour; [30] because for the sake of the work he drew near even to death, venturing his life that he might fill up what lacked in your ministration toward me.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 22:20 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

John 17:22 (JND) [22] And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one;

Acts 20:24 (JND) [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God.

Acts 20:24 (JND) [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God.

Ecclesiastes 6:3 (JND) [3] If a man beget a hundred [sons], and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, but his soul be not filled with good, and also he have no burial, I say an untimely birth is better than he.

Acts 14:19 (JND) [19] But there came Jews from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds and stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing him to have died.

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.



FIRST LOVE AND FIRST WORKS

D. M. Welch 

Revelation 2: 4, 5 (to “works”); Ephesians 1: 3, 4; 2 Timothy 2: 21, 22; John 20: 1 (to “dark”), 13–17 

One had an impression as to first love and first works. It seems that they are very closely linked here in this passage in Revelation. We ended the reading earlier in the afternoon with 

“Grace with all them that 

love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, Ephesians 6: 24. I think it was said that that was first love. It does not say how many, but it says, “with all them”. In 2 Timothy 2 we have 

“with those” (2 Timothy 2: 22); we do not have that in 1 Timothy. It was not necessary to discriminate in the early days of the church as to who to be with, but in 2 Timothy the “with those” comes in. What light that church at Ephesus had! The apostle Paul left them with tears, having spoken of grievous wolves coming in and men rising up from among themselves speaking perverted things. They were specially affected by the word that they would never see his face again. How he had represented his Master in an affectionate way! What influence he had upon them! They were in such a state that they could receive the epistle to the Ephesians, which we have reviewed something of in the previous meeting. Eventually, a decline came in, and it came in not long after that meeting between the elders of Ephesus and the apostle to the gentiles recorded in Acts 20. So, while we may know certain things; as those elders did, and it is a great privilege to have the epistle in our hands and to be set together in that way, yet the bond of perfectness is love. 

I wondered if first works and first love really go together. We could look at these scriptures to see if we can find an example of one in whom these features were found in reality. It speaks in 2 Timothy of a pure heart, something closely linked to first love and first works. It is in my mind, beloved brethren, that a pure heart is very much needed, and very simply to me it means that I have no other motive, nothing mixed. Seeing the breakdown is affecting, but there is something glorious going through. It requires a pure heart and to pursue “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. It says in 2 Timothy, regarding separation, that such an one would be prepared for every good work. Being prepared for every good work, it was necessary for such an individual to pursue certain things; and I think in this way, of pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace 

with others we prove first of all that there is a pure heart in some measure in activity, and secondly, that we answer in some measure to first works. Also mentioned in the reading was the unity of the Spirit, “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, Ephesians 4: 3. Reference was also made to the unity of the faith. Pursuing the things in 2 Timothy 2: 22 leads to keeping the unity of the Spirit and the desire to come into the unity of the faith. It is one’s impression that the unity of the faith is linked with first works, as is separation; that is being prepared to take up divine things in a day of outward breakdown and scattering. A pure heart leads us into taking that step. The apostle remembered Timothy and his tears; things were breaking down publicly but he was given the moral pathway through it. We cannot presume anything; we cannot have the assembly in its outward public grandeur, but we can have every feature that belongs to the assembly, if we are set for it, and move in first works and first love. 

In Ephesians 6 it is a military stance. A military man, if he is a good leader, knows his object and the enemy too; he knows the area of operations; he knows what is available to him; he knows his vulnerable points and he is set to defend those. God, I believe, is desiring such persons to stand in the middle of the ground and survey everything from that basis. It is not assuming, or presuming, but loving Christ, and loving and keeping what belongs to Him. A captain of a ship, when enemies came to take his ship said, You are not taking my ship, then he grabbed the anchor with his hands and they cut his hands off; there was a rope, so he kneeled down and took the rope in his mouth, and they cut his head off. I think such devotion becomes us, but whether we are set for it is a question. These worthies that have gone on and regained the ground—How much do we appreciate them laying down their lives for the brethren? It is a matter of being set for what is precious to Christ, and not accepting anything less; our 

hearts as large as possible, but in first works keeping our feet in a narrow path. It is a challenge to any one of us to maintain first works. Repentance is to mark us all the way through. We have to remain vigilant, not only as to the enemy’s efforts to take the ground, but to take it through me. What is going to maintain us on the way? 

First works is our individual responsibility and links, I think, with the unity of the faith. We think of our dear brother Mr. J. Renton and some of the things that he left; the brethren here were privileged to be with him and know some of these things to a much deeper extent than the rest of us. How tenderly he insisted that it is the day of the individual; that is to say, Am I making this good for myself? Is this true of me? Am I keeping His word and not denying His name? Am I keeping the word of His patience? Our brother had an impression, that the opening of that address to Philadelphia was like the beginning of the recovery, the opened door, when they were coming out by droves in the last century. Many did not know perhaps why they were doing that. He said he believed the latter part of the address is right down to our day. Are we set in the patience of the Christ and keeping His word? What is going to maintain us on this ground, in the complete position morally? I am not talking about presuming to have some kind of position ecclesiastically; I am talking about. Am I in the good of these things? What is the depth in my own soul of these things? I might be able to talk about it much, and we do need the intelligent side; that is again, I believe, linked with first works and the unity of the faith, and earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to the saints, that is the whole body of truth. The distinctive and precious light of the dispensation has been put into our hands, but O, to know the depths of it! O, to know the preciousness of it and to value and keep it! The daughters of Zelophehad did, they valued the inheritance. But what is going to maintain us? Will it be a pure heart, first love, first works? It is striking to me that at the end of the epistle to the Ephesians we have that verse, “Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, Ephesians 6: 24. I think it links with a pure heart and first love. 

Where do we find an example of such a one with a pure heart and in the good of first love? 

Mary came while it was still dark. Do you think there was any other motive in her heart but the One whom she loved? No other motive, nothing mixed, and she was set to be attached to that One. Some have said she might not have been very intelligent; maybe so, but I suggest she was living up to the light that she had; she would have held the Lord, but more than that it was what He was to her. It is not so much what He was in meeting the sin question, but it is what He was personally to her. She could not bear the thought of being without Him—Where have they laid my Lord? She would not be without Him. She was set for everything that pertained to Him, and her heart was fully engaged with it but the disciples went to their own home. Perhaps John in writing, in penning those words, would feel sorry about them going to their own home. 

What an example Mary was! I believe she is typical of true assembly affection. The first word that the Lord said to Mary was “Woman”. It takes us right back to Genesis chapter 2, 

“Woman”. Then He calls His own sheep by name personally; each one is brought into this, we love His quickening touch, He calls His sheep by name. He says, “Mary”. She gets the message for His brethren. How it should affect us having the status of being Christ’s brethren! The brethren belong to Christ. What a message she received. I believe there is a lot in those words, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. Assembly affection was conveyed by Mary and a relationship revealed to her that is so blessed. It is spoken of in Ephesians 1; the conferred relationship that was in the mind and heart of God before the world ever was; so that He should have men in relation with Him, have them for Himself, sons by adoption—“my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”—God with man in that order of manhood. What a wealth was in this message to Mary, and she was able to contribute that as she returned to the company with such a word. 

I believe Mary is a wonderful example of a saint of God, typifying a person with a pure heart; going with them, who in separation, belong to the Lord, doing first works; nothing deterring her in her affections, as moved by first love. She had to have the Lord, and she set herself to be attached to Christ, she even went to the tomb when it was still dark. She could have done other things but she did not. What an example for us, to help us on the road, to help us rise in our spirits as to the kind of thing we are set in, how wonderful it is. Not a greater thing will there ever be than our relationship with the Father; then in the enjoyment of it on our side in the conditions of eternal life, and being set together “with all them”, to stand and to withstand. We do not want to lose this meantime, as we anticipate that final battle in heaven, when Michael and his angels fight and prevail and the accuser of the brethren is cast out. May we not be used by the enemy to accuse our brethren. It is true we fail, and we oftentimes leave ourselves open because of our failures, perhaps letting down some of the defence. I do believe that, while it is one universal defensive struggle and conflict in the epistle to the Ephesians, the victory will be brought through and based upon those who are set in their attachment to Christ and affection for Him, and are set together as overcomers. 

I just commend these remarks to you. It is such a privilege to be together in the light of all this, and we cannot speak in detail or draw from very much depth of experience about these wonderful things. God has in mind Christ, and all who are in association with Him. 

Revelation 12 looks on to a day to come when He will have His earthly rights and His earthly people for His own pleasure, when He comes to rule. This poor world has gone on in sin; men are trying desperately in various ways to resolve issues so that they can go on in self-will. It is not going to work, it is going to come down. Christ is going to take everything over, it will be in accordance with the mind of God. 

Everything in God’s mind for that Man is going to be won including the present time of conflict. May the Lord help us to follow “with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, to make the thing good to ourselves in first love and first works, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
12 March 1994 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 2:4-5 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love. [5] Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works: but if not, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent.

Ephesians 1:3-4 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

2 Timothy 2:21-22 (JND) [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

John 20:1 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb.

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Revelation 12 (JND) [1] And a great sign was seen in the heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; [2] and being with child she cried, [being] in travail, and in pain to bring forth. [3] And another sign was seen in the heaven: and behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems; …



THE LORD JESUS AS THE DELIVERER

J. Spinks 

1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10; Galatians 1: 1–5; Romans 7: 22–25; 8: 1, 2 

I wish to say a little as to the Lord as the Deliverer. It is one of the many glories of Christ, and bears directly on the need of man. This poor world needs a Deliverer. Men are helpless in the face of the violence and corruption which is abounding on every hand, and they are crying out for something to be done about it. Sometimes the question is asked, Why does God not intervene? The blessed truth of the glad tidings is that God has intervened. He has intervened in the person of Christ, the mighty Deliverer, and His delivering power can be known by every needy sinner who comes to Him in repentance. Soon, of course, He will come in actuality, scripture tells us that the Deliverer will come out of Zion. That refers to the deliverance of the persecuted remnant of Israel but it will extend to the liberation of the whole of this groaning creation. What a 

thing it is to think of the mighty Deliverer coming out of Zion to deal with every vestige of lawlessness and free this poor world from the effects of sin under which it is groaning. Have you ever felt that in your spirit? Have you ever groaned inwardly as you read another headline in the newspaper that brought home to you the awful effects of sin? It is right that we should, a believer should feel these things more than anyone. Thank God He has His Man in reserve and He will bring Him in in His own time. 

This afternoon we were speaking about the completion of things. Scripture tells us that God is going to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth (see Ephesians 1: 10); then everything will be in order. We also learn in scripture about the heading up of lawlessness. God is not going to allow man to get his own way for ever. He has put limits on the lawlessness of man. A time will come when a man will assert himself in the place of God. He will sit down in the temple of God and say that he is God. Think of a mere puny man assuming to be God! That is the extent to which lawlessness will go, and God will allow it to go to that length. At that time the Lord Jesus will intervene personally and meet that man, called in scripture the man of sin and the lawless one, “whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming”, 2 Thessalonians 2: 8. Think of the blessed Man who is great enough to do that, the Lord Jesus Christ; all power has been given Him in heaven and upon earth. The glory of the gospel is that that power is now available for all who come to Him. 

So I read here of “Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”. The serious side of the gospel is that the wrath of God will have to be faced by those who reject it. We read of vengeance coming upon those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a very real matter. The sin and lawlessness that have 

come in cannot go unanswered; God would not be righteous if He allowed it. We are all sinners and we all have to give account to God. You remember when the children of Israel were in Egypt, the time came when God pronounced judgment on all the firstborn. When the destroying angel passed through the land that night, the only persons who escaped were those who had the blood on the doorposts and the lintel of the house. God said, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. 

Where did that blood come from? It came from the lamb. That lamb was to be in the house four days, during which time the household would no doubt become very attached to it, but the time came when it had to be slain, so that the destroyer would not enter into that house. It reminds us of the time when the holy Lamb of God shed His precious blood, so that guilty sinners should not come into judgment. That is Jesus, our Deliverer from the coming wrath. 

Do you know Him as such, dear young ones? Have you put your faith in the precious blood of Christ? It is the only blood that is effectual before God, the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

These Thessalonians had been idolaters, but they listened to the gospel. Paul was only in Thessalonica for a very short time, but during that time the word of God entered into their hearts and they “turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God”. We may say that they availed themselves of the precious blood of Christ. What a comfort it is, when we look around us and look within, to rest in the knowledge that God has taken account of that precious blood. Who can estimate its value in the sight of God? Think of the feelings of God, as He waited all those years, testing man, giving him every opportunity to meet His righteous requirements, only to expose the total inability of man to answer to Him. Think of God waiting, waiting for the incoming of Jesus, the Man of His choice. How precious He is! We were reading recently about David. When he was brought in the word was, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”, 1 Samuel 16: 12. That is what God is saying today about Christ, This is He, there is no other. There were many in the Old Testament who were righteous before God. They all came into the great line of faith and God got a certain pleasure from their lives, but there is only one Man today of whom it could be said, Arise, anoint Him, for this is He. Well, have you anointed Christ in your heart? Is there a place in your heart for Jesus? There is no place for Him in this world. The recorded verdict of the world was—away with Him, we will not have this Man to reign over us. Let every one of us come into line with God’s thoughts as to Christ and accord Him the supreme place in our hearts and in our lives. 

So they “turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead”. Not only has redemption been effected by His precious blood, but God has shown His pleasure in raising Him from among the dead. 

When God raised Christ from the dead by His glory it was selective resurrection. God raised Him by His power and placed Him at the highest point in the universe. I trust that every one here has a living link with the Man in glory. How fine it is to be among those who have turned away from the things that pertain to this world to await the return of Christ. How simple the life of a believer ought to be! 

I read in Galatians because it shows another aspect of the Lord’s delivering power. It says, 

“our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father”. There are many who have known what it is to put their trust in the precious blood of Jesus but have never been delivered out of the present evil world. The gospel is a full one, it is not a partial gospel. It is not just something that secures our eternal blessing, wonderful as that is, but God has present blessing, present salvation in mind “according to the will of our God and Father”. It is not the will of God 

that a believer should be secured for eternity and left in the world. He has something far greater in mind. To refer again to Exodus, the children of Israel were not out of danger until they had escaped from Egypt, the ‘house of bondage’, and that is true at the present time, for full salvation we need deliverance from the world. It is not to say, of course, that we need to go and live in monasteries and the like, that is not God’s idea. When God pronounces judgment on this world He opens up another world to faith; that is the world that has Christ as its centre, and you will never get free from this present evil world until the light of that world dawns on your soul. That is what God presents in the glad tidings, that Christ is head and centre of another world, and He desires that every one of us should become attached to Him there. 

So although the Israelites had escaped judgment they were still in the presence of their enemies, and that bears on our experience as believers. We may know the blessedness of forgiveness of sins, but there are still enemies to be faced, and these enemies are very real. 

They were very real to the children of Israel and it came to the point where they appeared to be hemmed in and helpless before them. In fact, that is what Pharaoh said, “the wilderness has hemmed them in”, Exodus 14: 3. Sometimes young believers feel that way. You may say, Well, where can I go? I am in the world and surrounded by things that I find attractive. What can I do about it? Pharaoh is a type of the god and prince of this world and he knows how to present to us the things that we relate to naturally. The great truth of the glad tidings is that God has made a way through in the death of Christ. When Moses stretched forth his hand and the waters of the Red Sea parted, it was God asserting His mighty power on behalf of the people. Whenever they went over, the enemy had no more power over them; the waters returned and their enemies were annihilated by the power of God. That is what happened in the death of Christ; Satan’s power was broken for ever. It has to 

be laid hold of by faith that no matter how much the power of the enemy seems to overwhelm your soul. God has met it in the death of Christ; He has provided a way through. 

It speaks in Peter’s epistle of having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust (see 2 Peter 1: 4). Would you not like to escape it? When you see the awful corruption that prevails, would you not like to escape it? Well, the gospel provides a way through. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the blessed Man who died for our sins, has power to deliver us from this present evil world. He does it by attaching our hearts to Himself where He is. That is a world where there is no corruption, no violence or lust. All you will find in that world is peace and joy and blessing. We are only a few here, but there are myriads of lovers of Christ who have proved the verity of what I am saying, that in following Christ into the sphere where He is, we get freed from the degrading influences of this world. I present it so that it might become attractive to every one of us. There is no one more attractive than Jesus! Would you not like to follow Him? He went out by way of death. He was reviled and rejected by men. He was received up in glory. Thank God faith can lay hold of that. 

But He went out of this world in ignominy. We have to be prepared for the reproach of that. 

It says of Moses, “choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin”, Hebrews 11: 25. What a fine choice he made, because that is the way of deliverance. It is the only way that has a future in it. This world has no future; scripture tells us that it is already judged. The only way that has a future is the way of following Christ, coming among those who have come to a proper judgment of this world and made the right choice. I trust that every one here has made that choice, to know what it is to be delivered from this present evil world, and find their life related to the world where Christ is supreme. One of the great 

features of that world is that Christ is not only the centre but also the source of life. We read about the life that is in Christ Jesus, that is the life that is imparted to the believer, a most wonderful thing. Well, these are things that have to be proved. We get free from our burden of sin, then we find we have no longer a need for the paltry things of this world because we have something far better. We commit ourselves to the testimony of our Lord Jesus rather than give ourselves to the temporary pleasure of sin. The young man in Luke 15 discovered how temporary the pleasures of sin are. They do not last long, and they leave you more dissatisfied and unhappy than you were before; that is the effect that sin has. You prove the difference when you become attached to Christ and taste something of what scripture speaks of as “that world, and the resurrection”, Luke 20: 35. 

Where we read in Romans it refers to the great matter of being delivered from the workings of sin in the flesh. It is a very deep exercise but there is great blessing in coming to the Lord as Deliverer in relation to that. I am sure that every one here who has come into the Christian pathway knows something of what this exercise is, the awfulness of what you find in yourself. When you come to know the Lord as Saviour initially, you have a sense of joy and blessing, and a great sense of relief that the burden of your sins has been removed. The blessing is very real, but soon you find things in yourself that cause you distress, the lust of the flesh and the propensity to sin. As the writer of this epistle says, “I find then the law upon me who will to practise what is right, that with me evil is there” (Romans 7: 21). It is an awful thing to discover evil in yourself. Then it says, “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man—but I see another law in my members, warring in opposition to the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which exists in my members”. Think of that, a believer who has known the liberating power of the gospel being brought again into captivity by 

this awful principle of sin which exists in his members. We read in Luke’s gospel about a woman who for eighteen years was bent together and wholly unable to lift up her head (see Luke 13: 11). That is the effect of the working of sin in the flesh; the enemy gets a certain advantage through it, and he will keep you tied up and bound. Bound for eighteen years, think of that, a woman so affected by this terrible principle of sin that she was bent together all that time and unable to lift up her head. You know, she would not be able to see Jesus if she could not lift up her head. 

Then it goes on to say, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?”. Who of us has not cried that from the depth of our soul? There is no need to cry it any longer, because the answer comes with this great outburst—“I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. You are not now engaged with your own wretchedness, you are engaged with Christ, the great Deliverer. “So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”. That is you begin to see the real me, the ‘I myself’; the other is an intruder, it has no longer any claim upon you. It goes on to say, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”. What a deliverance that is! What an answer to the law of sin and death, the lust and pride that exists in each one of us as belonging to the fallen condition of man! “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”, involves the presence and power of the Spirit of God. It means we have another source of power; another source of satisfaction. We have Christ on high, our great Deliverer who intercedes for us as our great High Priest, and the Holy Spirit here as a source of comfort, resource and power. 

I feel the need of each one of us arriving at full salvation. It is God’s desire that we should and He has made full provision from His side. I would appeal to you 

dear young ones to make room for the Holy Spirit. It is only in His power that we can be here for the pleasure and will of God. It is a very real thing in Christian experience, after sometimes many years of soul distress, to have an inward consciousness of the reality of these things. The Spirit of God has taken His abode in us in order to make us superior to all that is down here, and all that we find in ourselves. I trust that every one of us will come to know Christ in these aspects; as the Deliverer from the coming wrath, then as the Deliverer from the present evil world, and as the Deliverer from all the inward turmoil and distress that Satan would use in the flesh to bind us and prevent us from enjoying Christianity in the way that God intends us to enjoy it. May we all increasingly know the joy of full salvation as having a living link with Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee, 10 July 1994 

EXTRACTS 

J.D. 

Would you say a word on the law of the Spirit of life? (Romans 8: 2). 

JT The Spirit of life is the Holy Spirit; the “law” is clearly the principle governing it as over against “the law of sin and death”. “Law” is used here in the sense in which it is employed to express principles governing the universe. It is accepted by the mind and worked out experimentally. Paul says of it that it had set him free. So the law of the Spirit of life will certainly become operative in the believer as he gives it scope. It helps us to note that the truth immediately culminating in Romans 8 is extremely experimental; and it is also helpful to note, as already remarked, that the effect of the law of the Spirit of life is reached in an experimental way, as stated by the apostle of himself. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 55, p.52) 

Anything that contributes to the practical establishment between saints of divine bonds is worth a great deal to secure. The apostle linked up the Roman saints with himself in these truly assembly exercises. It was important, in view of universal assembly conditions, that all feelings of estrangement and distance between Jewish and Gentile brethren should be removed. And in principle this applies to every divergence and disagreement between saints. 

Natural influences and personal feelings come in and cause estrangements. They can only be got rid of by the grace of God being bestowed on both parties; He must work on both sides of the breach. Very often sufferings and distresses are permitted—like the poverty at Jerusalem—to prepare the way for differences to be removed, and for the saints to be more closely knit together. We have to endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace, but this can only be done “with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love”, Ephesians 4: 2, 3. The fact is that often we get occupied with what we regard as wrong things done by others, and get into strong feelings about it, when perhaps the Lord has permitted the circumstances just as a test of the state of our own spirits. And if we begin by being faithful with ourselves, we should have to admit that our own spirits were wrong. God always comes in for a self-judged person, and it is on the line of self-judgment that breaches are healed. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Romans’, p.238) 

It may be said that there are many defects in the saints! But what are we working for? A natural man could point out defects—a spiritual man feels under obligation to serve in love that they may be removed. That is the spirit of grace, and it is to pervade the company of those who are “one body in Christ”. Divine encouragement would come in on that line. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Romans’, p.227) 
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Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Galatians 1:1-5 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle, not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ, and God [the] Father who raised him from among [the] dead, [2] and all the brethren with me, to the assemblies of Galatia. [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father; [5] to whom [be] glory to the ages of ages. Amen.

Romans 7:22-25 (JND) [22] For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man: [23] but I see another law in my members, warring in opposition to the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which exists in my members. [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8:1-2 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (JND) [8] and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming;

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

1 Samuel 16:12 (JND) [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Exodus 14:3 (JND) [3] And Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness has hemmed them in.

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Hebrews 11:25 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin;

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 20:35 (JND) [35] but they who are counted worthy to have part in that world, and the resurrection from among [the] dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage;

Romans 7:21 (JND) [21] I find then the law upon *me* who will to practise what is right, that with *me* evil is there.

Luke 13:11 (JND) [11] And lo, [there was] a woman having a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and she was bent together and wholly unable to lift her head up.

Romans 8:2 (JND) [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Ephesians 4:2-3 (JND) [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.
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