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SHEPHERD CARE

L. McFarlane 

John 10: 7–11; 21: 15–22; 1 Peter 5: 1–4 

One’s desire, dear brethren, is to call attention to the good Shepherd. I think the Lord would take us back, each one, to our beginnings, take us back a little to the time when we had to do with Jesus as our Saviour, when we felt the need of His shepherd care to enter upon the Christian pathway. Though through grace we are privileged to touch the height of the truth of Christ and the assembly in these meetings there is evident need that we be maintained in what is basic, that is, a personal link with the Lord Jesus. Jacob of old could speak of the God who shepherded him “all my life long to this day”, Genesis 48: 15. Jacob at the end went back over his history; he had an intimate knowledge of the God who preserved and kept him through his long life. Then David, the beloved, in that beautiful Psalm speaks of Jehovah as his shepherd, “Jehovah is my shepherd”. I think this is intended to grow with us that Jehovah, Jesus of the New Testament, the same Person we have read of, is the good Shepherd. Our affections need to be stirred in relation to Him. He says, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”. There is not another like this in the whole universe, dear brethren; there is not another person that loves you like Jesus, and it is not only a matter of His saying that, but He has proved it. He laid down His blessed life. 

He is the door—He is the entrance into all the blessings that God has in His heart for you and me. The Lord is the entrance into it all and He 

has become that on the basis of His going into death for us. “Ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things, as silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from your fathers, but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ, foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes”, 1 Peter 1: 18–20. So one would seek to encourage us all, having in mind especially our dear younger brethren, as to a full committal to the One who has laid down His life for us. So John says in his first epistle (1 John 3: 16) that we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. I think it is the burden of what our dear brother has had before him in what has gone before, that our affections might be so stirred that there might be this laying down of our lives. 

That should have a bearing on us all. It is not a question of brethren three thousand miles away, it is particularly a question of those with whom we walk locally. Think of the sacrificial walk of Jesus—what a walk was His! John could say, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 2: 36. He was here in relation to the creatures of God. Think of the barrenness of the scene through which He passed and yet He was here as available to every one in need; every person in need could appeal to the love of Jesus, appeal to His heart, His compassions. 

Now the point here is that we might be so affected, so attracted to this glorious Person, that there might be more committal to what is sacrificial. The Lord takes account of the love of the saints, including all that has entered into this occasion—the sacrifice and the love of the local brethren, their prayers, of which one is conscious even at this moment. And now we trust there will be an answer in persons coming forward to commit themselves to the Lord’s interests in this area. We have touched on the need for the 

open-air preaching. I think the Lord would affect our hearts and cause us to be stirred up in relation to men. God’s desire is that all men should be saved— all men—and come to the knowledge of the truth. As we come to the end of this dispensation the blessed Spirit would alert us to the need of more evangelical service. Speak to men about your Shepherd, dear young sister, in the office, speak to your friends about the love of Jesus, something you have proved for yourself, something you can commend to others. 

I thought we might look now at beloved Peter, with no desire to discredit him in any way. 

These scriptures have been written for us, as it says in 1 Corinthians 10: 11. There is constant need of shepherding, dear brethren, and I think what the Lord is stressing in John 21 is the matter of providing food for the saints. It is on His heart that there is need of food if we are to be kept together. If the idea of the one flock is to be known locally, there will be need for the food supply. The sheep need to be fed, need to be shepherded. Then the lambs—you are affected by the fact that the Lord would take account even of the little ones that are among us. 

He says, “Feed my lambs”. Let us not get off on these expeditions, “I go to fish”. May we be preserved from these expeditions; may we not forget what is under our care locally. There are the little lambs to be fed, there are the sheep needing food and shepherding. All this is a local matter. It raises a question as to my love for the Lord. He is not giving these sheep or the lambs to Peter. He would say, They are Mine and I am granting you the privilege of taking care of what is Mine. They are My sheep, they are My lambs. 

All this is to affect us, dear brethren, in relation to any little service we may be privileged 

to render. The Lord had to probe Peter but there is such skill in this section of Scripture. Peter had gone astray with some of the brethren. The influence we may have is valuable—if that influence is used in a right direction. Peter had gone to fish and there were those who went with him. Some of the best brothers, John and others, went with Peter, but the Lord saw the need of food. You marvel at it. Then we are to note that, all this took place in the forty days, during the period when things were being established on a new footing, with Jesus in resurrection life. Then we have the expression “when therefore they had dined”. There may be exercises in our localities to be set right. There are exercises wherever you go. The brethren have these matters to face. The Lord sets on here the pattern for us, that is, you feed the saints. He says here, “Come and dine”. There was the fire of coals and fish laid on it—

what skill, what grace! He had said, “Children, have ye anything to eat?” “Children” brings out, dear brethren, the affections of the Shepherd. What a heart the shepherd heart of Jesus! 

How He takes account of the failing ones. 

You will recall the shepherd in Luke 15. He leaves the ninety and nine in the wilderness and goes after the lost sheep. Here we are this afternoon, lost sheep who have been found, brought back to the little flock. The Lord would have us to be affected and to set forth this spirit, the spirit of the shepherd, and in doing so there would be the godly exercise with us to provide food for the saints. Now in these days in which we are we find the food supply is mainly had in the temple, where there are temple conditions, where divine light shines, where the blessed Spirit is at liberty to take us into the depths. It says He searches the depths of God. These reading meetings, as we call them, under the hand of the blessed Spirit are 

calculated to provide food and sustenance that we might judge ourselves. There may be matters we need to attend to, but the Lord would approach these matters in grace. We have had a session of meetings in which food has been provided. We should prayerfully seek the Lord’s help now to get the gain of that ministry. Think of the scope of what has been presented as to the assembly and the greatness of the mystery. There is need of patience with one another so that God might work out His great thoughts. We have all felt how patient God has been with us individually, and patience is needed for the working out of the truth and the formation of Christ in our souls. Peter is probed and the word is firstly, “Feed my lambs”, secondly, “Shepherd my sheep”, and thirdly, “Feed my sheep”. 

I would say a word now to the younger men, that this should be an exercise—to provide something for the saints. We were reminded of Gideon. It says he threshed wheat in the winepress and hid it from the Midianites. Gideon was a comparatively young man but these were his exercises in difficult circumstances such as we are in. We have had ministry recently as to the need of working at it so that food may be provided and stored for the dear brethren. 

The Lord would help anyone who has such an exercise laid upon his heart. We were speaking earlier of the need of visiting house to house. Paul set this matter on at Ephesus—“in every house”. Some of us can look back to the time when we got much help from some bed-ridden sister; you went there to console, and found that you came away strengthened and encouraged. Well, the Lord would promote this, dear brethren. Take a little food; think of those who are not privileged to be here and make it an exercise to take something to them. 

We have had a precious time together, let us seek to take something back to those who are not thus privileged. 

So now we come to the point where Peter is receiving his commission from the Lord and he is reminded of the time when he was young. We tend to be independent when we are young. 

One would speak from his own experience. We tend to be independent and the Lord Jesus reminded Peter of the time when he was young. Our spiritual histories begin in our youth; it is of God that we come to these things when we are young. Ruth was a young sister and she became attached to an elderly sister. Is that not a beautiful sight—a young sister attached to an older one? You say, That is unusual. It is. Young people gravitate to themselves and you would say it is only natural that they do so, but when it comes to the spiritual side, as to growth and development in, the truth, you will find the need of drawing upon experience locally. I am diverting a bit, but Peter is reminded of “when thou shalt be old”—that is a reference to his martyrdom we are told; he would be led to the stake; but it is good that we all carry this in our thoughts. If the Lord leaves us here a little longer we are going to be increasingly dependent and it is good if we become more dependent upon the blessed Spirit. 

Thank God for the elder brethren amongst us! It is a beautiful sight to see persons not now depending upon their memory, which has faded, or their natural ability, but dependent on the Spirit. All this is related to shepherding. In Ephesians the thought of shepherd and teacher is linked and thus we are helped to guide the saints aright, but it can only be as the blessed Spirit has His way with us. I should say a word before I leave this passage as to this matter of following the Lord Jesus. He says in Matthew 6: 22, “if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light”. Then in Luke 11: 34, “When thine eye is simple”. 

There is the need for a single eye, and the need for simplicity. How easily we become diverted. It may not be something in the world. I may become diverted by a brother sitting by me locally. How easily the enemy is able to do this. 

So Peter, in spite of all the Lord was saying to him, was concerned about John. Let us desire, dear brethren, the single eye. The man in John 9 said, “One thing I know”. He knew one thing, that whereas he was blind, now he saw. He was able to see Jesus. The single eye is to have Jesus alone before you. On the mount they saw Jesus alone with themselves. Well, Peter is to follow. He is to have the Lord alone before him. He is not to be preoccupied with others. 

The word is, “Follow thou me”. One would desire to know more of this for oneself and would commend it to us all, that we might be here with a single eye, looking steadfastly on Jesus, the Leader and Completer of faith. It says—“Who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame”, Hebrews 12: 2. Let us therefore be encouraged to have this steadfast look, looking away from everything else, looking at Jesus. 

Finally we come to Peter’s first epistle. He has got the gain of the Lord’s service and he is thus able to speak to his fellow-elders. One is encouraged to say this, that it is an encouragement to see such persons as we come to the end of the dispensation, those who are 

“models for the flock”. It is a tribute to the Spirit’s work that, despite all the breakdown, despite all that has come into the testimony, we have with us, even here this afternoon, persons who are models for the flock. Well, we need an eye to take account of that, dear brethren. So Peter says, “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am their fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ”. I often 

think of Peter as one who was a living expression of the result of the service of the Lord Jesus. He was with the Lord throughout those three and a half years. He says later on, 

“having been eyewitnesses of his majesty’. He was a witness as to the sufferings of the Christ, and also a partaker of the glory about to be revealed. What a testimony Peter’s was as to a glorified Christ. Peter could bear testimony to One he knew. He knew Him very well, but now glorified. There He is in the glory and He is there for us. He is the same, the One who laid down His life for the sheep. His heart is still the same and Peter would encourage us to take on our responsibility locally, so he says, “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you”. I am thinking of the beloved sisters; how much we owe to the prayers of godly sisters. 

This is a service for the elders and for us all, brother and sisters alike, to “shepherd the flock of God which is among you”. 

It is our privilege to carry these matters in prayer. Epaphras combated in prayer for his local brethren that they might stand “perfect and complete in all the will of God”, Colossians 4: 12. 

What a service to take up! Pray for the saints, pray for the young families, pray for all the saints in view of apprehending with all the saints the breadth and length and depth and height, and knowing the love of the Christ, which surpasses knowledge (Ephesians 3: 18). So Peter goes on to say, “Not for base gain, but readily; not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock”. That is to be characteristic of persons who have gone on many years in the testimony, and not through their own good works but through the service of the Lord Jesus, and the blessed Spirit. There are such who are intended to help us and encourage us to go on, and then Peter says, “and when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory”. Well, we look for this, beloved brethren, 

the manifestation of the chief Shepherd. He is about to come—He is on the way. He says, “I come quickly”. May He bless His word. 
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Scripture references

John 10:7-11 (JND) [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep:

John 21:15-22 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep. [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire. [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me. [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up? [21] Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what [of] this [man]? [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

1 Peter 5:1-4 (JND) [1] The elders which [are] among you I exhort, who [am their] fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ, who also [am] partaker of the glory about to be revealed: [2] shepherd the flock of God which [is] among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily; [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock. [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory.

Genesis 48:15 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day,

1 Peter 1:18-20 (JND) [18] knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from [your] fathers, [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ, [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes,

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

1 Corinthians 10:11 (JND) [11] Now all these things happened to them [as] types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Matthew 6:22 (JND) [22] The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light:

Luke 11:34 (JND) [34] The lamp of the body is thine eye: when thine eye is simple, thy whole body also is light; but when it is wicked, thy body also is dark.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

Ephesians 3:18 (JND) [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;



PREPARATION FOR DEPARTURE

P. Martin 

Luke 9: 28–31, 51–55; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13–18; 2 Timothy 4: 1–8 

I desire to speak simply of our preparation for departure. I suppose we could say there has never been greater evidence than there is among us today that we are on the eve of our departure to be with Christ. There is no greater hope for the saints of the assembly than that we shall soon be with Jesus; we shall see Him face to face—“whom having not seen”, Peter says, “ye love; on whom though not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”, 1 Peter 1: 8. The Lord is adding the finishing touches to His work here. It may be through exercise, it may be through pressure, but He is placing the finishing touches in preparation for departure. The Lord would lift our hearts, I think, in a time of sorrow, and a time of pressure, to see what is immediately before us. I do not exactly wish to speak of an event, but I would like to say a word as to the preparation and the finishing touches in relation to our going to be with Christ. 

I have read of His departure, for I believe it should affect us; not that there was need for 

preparation, or for finishing touches, with Jesus; He was always ready. We have been reminded that in this passage in Luke He could have gone straight from the mount to the glory. There was never a moment in the life of Jesus when that was not true. We have to say that in our lives there are times when there would be need for adjustment, perhaps great adjustment, if the Lord were to take us. Maybe as to the places we go to, maybe the way we behave, the Lord might have to show that there is need for great adjustment, but that was never so with Jesus. He could have gone straight to the Father at any moment in that perfect pathway. There was this point in His life where it says these two men appeared in glory and spoke of His departure. You get the two sides in this chapter in Luke; you have His departure which He was about to accomplish, and you also have His receiving up. It is a wonderful thing that the Lord’s love for the Father underlay His departure, and the Father’s love for Christ and His delight in Him gave Him such pleasure in receiving Jesus in glory. O, dear brethren, how pleasurable that was when He was received up in glory! Let us ponder the ascension of Jesus. The Spirit, I believe, would give us an insight into the Father’s feelings as to His reception of His blessed Son. 

In this first section it says, “taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different”. We should be affected that that should be said of Jesus. There is need for us to persevere in prayer, to be maintained in prayer, and as we pray, dear brethren, do not things become different? I believe they do. The more we prayed about matters of which we talk, the more we would see that they would become different. I am not saying that in exercises the issues would change, but we would get the Lord’s 

view of matters. Whether it be together, or in our histories individually, it is only the Lord’s view that matters. The fashion of His countenance changed, and things change as we are maintained in prayer. It is a wonderful experience that is open to each of us; it is not limited to brothers; how thankful we are for the prayers of the sisters; how much we have to give thanks for sisters who pray while they are in occasions like this, maybe praying in occasions that are difficult; they pray, dear brethren, and we get through. Let us value them, let us count on them more, but let us each commit ourselves to prayer. 

It says as to Jesus that “lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem”. 

What an affecting expression that is, “of his departure”. John speaks of it in his gospel, that “he should depart out of this world to the Father” (John 13: 1). He departed out of this world because He did not belong to it, and we shall depart out of this world because we do not belong to it; we belong to Him who died for us and has been raised. The Lord Jesus says, 

“they are not of the world, as I am not of the world”, John 17: 14. We belong to another world, a glorious world, where Jesus is the centre. Is He the centre of my life, the centre of yours? He would desire to become that, to become everything to you; He is able for it. He is able to be everything that you ever require in your pathway here. But let us be careful that features of the world do not mark us; if we do not belong to it then it should not be attached to us. 

I believe what we touched in the reading, the habitations of Jacob, needs to be watched, that worldly things do not come into our houses. I speak carefully and soberly, but may I just refer 

to home computers? Let us be careful as to what we bring into our houses. I am not saying there is anything wrong with a computer; I am not saying that at all; many of us have to use them at school and at work, but let us be careful what we have on them; let us be careful that we do not bring into our households things that would occupy our time to the exclusion of our occupation with Christ. These things easily get a hold on us, as do music and tape recorders; these things have been referred to before, but let us be careful. “Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob”, but He does love the habitations of Jacob; He loves the households of the saints, and as we come up for our gatherings together I believe the Lord looks both at the way we come and where we have come from. He loves to see what is in keeping with the gates of Zion maintained in the houses of the saints. 

I just touch these things briefly to remind us that we are not of the world. You may say, Well, that brother or that sister is worldly, but you can also say as to God’s work in such a person that he or she is not of the world but is secured by the death of Jesus. Beloved, let us be in keeping with what our calling is; it is not a worldly one, it is a heavenly one, and the Lord Jesus here was departing out of this world; He was going on before; He was going on because He did not belong to this world, He was going out of this world to the Father. Think of the joy that was in the heart of Jesus that He was going to the Father, involving that undisturbed relationship in which He lived and was in the enjoyment of here and in which, by extension, we are to find our enjoyment. I thank God that there is that among the saints that finds its pleasure in the wonderful relationships of divine love. 

Now Jesus was departing, but, on the other hand, as we have later, He was being received up. Think of the Father’s delight in receiving Jesus. 

One Man was out of death; in that Man everything for God was centred. In Him, Paul says, is the yea, and in Him the amen, for glory to God by us (2 Corinthians 1: 20). Think of everything for God being centred in Christ out of death and received up. What a triumph! 

When man had done his worst against Christ in opposition against God, God receives His well-beloved Son. I was impressed on Lord’s day by the reference at the end of this gospel where Jesus was “separated from them and was carried up into heaven”. Who took Him? I do not want to be fanciful, beloved, but think of the Father’s delight in receiving Jesus. 

I touch on these things briefly that we might as we separate have something to dwell upon, beloved, for our affections, that we might find our delight in the Man the Father delights in, and have some appreciation of the One who could be received up without any need of adjustment. His own quickly showed that they needed adjustment; they say, Shall we call for fire from heaven, as did Elias? The Lord has to say, “Ye know not of what spirit ye are”. The question that was raised in the reading as to our spirits is of all importance. Think of how Moses for one moment went beyond where he should have gone; he said, “Hear now, ye rebels” (Numbers 20: 10); his spirit was moved to anger, and because of that he was not given the privilege of going into the land. It shows us how divine Persons view the spirit in which we move and speak amongst the people of God; let not a hard spirit mark us. It was just for a moment with Moses as he moved in his anger and it says in the Psalms, “and it went ill with Moses on their account”, Psalm 106: 32. Let us be careful, let us be kept in communion with the Spirit that in our walk here privately, and in our walk collectively, we may reflect the atmosphere in which the blessed Spirit is to be known. 

Paul in writing to the Thessalonians is not only giving them the truth as to the rapture, which we have in the verses read in chapter 4, but his desire was that, while meeting their enquiry as to the truth as to it, they might be prepared for the coming of the Lord. The Lord in His grace would do the same to us; He would prepare us for the rapture. So Paul says in the beginning of chapter 4, “We beg you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more”. Paul was concerned that the walk of the saints should be such that at any time the Lord could come and find that which was pleasing to Himself—“how ye ought to walk and please God”. We are in a day when men are pleasing themselves, under the authority of darkness. What a moment we are in! As you look at the state of the world what darkness there is. The apostle speaks in the next epistle of the apostasy. The man of sin will rise up, and what lengths he will go to. We are almost at that day. That character of rising up is in the world around us; the man of sin will set himself down in the temple of God and say that he is God. What a solemn thing is working in the world around us! May we be preserved from it; may we be preserved from the spirit of it, man rising up and asserting himself. There is only one thing that can rightly be asserted and that is the rights of Christ, and that asserted in the Spirit’s power. O, young people, keep away, keep away; as far away as you can, from the world’s system; you have to go out into the world to work, but keep as far away as you can from it, because there is a system rising up that is against God. 

Paul says, “ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk”. Thank God there is that which marks the walk of the saints. I believe heaven rejoices to see the pathway of a righteous person going through the world, maybe in business, maybe at school, in the midst of lawlessness and corruption. How God loves that, a man pleasing to Himself! He sees the saints coming up from their households to the gatherings of His people; beloved, what a testimony there is in that—persons walking through the streets of this great city with their Bibles in their hand; you know, there is a testimony in that. People take account of these things. Do not put your Bible into a briefcase so that men cannot see it. I would encourage the younger brethren. Do not hide the fact that you belong to the Lord Jesus and that His word has sway over you; take it up soberly that you might be here in keeping with God’s word to you. It is a wonderful thing that God has given us His own word, so that we have the written word in our hand; let us value it. I suppose most houses here have several Bibles, but, you know, there was a time in this country when persons could not get hold of one. Let us not disregard the written word of God; let it govern our walk. 

So Paul says, “even as ye also do walk”. He is not criticizing them, he is encouraging them so that what is for the pleasure of God might increase. We need to encourage one another, so that there is that which is for God’s pleasure. Let it increase! So he goes on to the time of our departure. Dear brethren, how near this is. Paul says, “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”. Then he says, “for the Lord himself shall descend”—the Lord Himself; He is the One who is before us; this is the One who means everything to His saints, the Lord Himself. It is not an angel; no, in wonderful grace He is not sending an angel; it is Himself. There is that in the affections of His people that could be satisfied with nothing less than Christ. Dear brethren, where are we looking for satisfaction? Where are we looking today for our hope? It is to Christ Himself. May it increasingly be so! May He fill our affections increasingly and hold them. He will as we let Him have His way with us. 

It says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout”; what a shout that will be! We shall hear it then in its distinctiveness, and we shall not hear it until then, but the character of the assembling shout should be found in every gathering of His people. We should look for it in every meeting. If the Lord is speaking, why is He speaking? It is in view of preparation for the time of departure; He is assembling His own in relation to Himself. Finally He will assemble all His own. What a wonderful thing that will be! We think of the great variation that there is among those that belong to the Lord, and yet there will be one assembling shout; the Lord Himself has the power to assemble all His own. What a triumph, dear brethren, what an answer to the chaos that the enemy has caused among the people of God; there will be one shout and the saints will be together. But it says, “with archangel’s voice”—bringing out the authority, and the triumph over every foe that has raised its head; there will be supreme authority in that voice. 

There is to be authority among us now, not specially seen in one person, as in God’s ways we have known it in the past, but there is to be the spirit of authority, marking the occasions of the saints, authority in the Lord’s voice to us. Let us be sober in the presence of such speaking; let us go from our occasions to the presence of the Lord. Maybe we would thus get more gain than—by saying to somebody else, ‘Did you get on all right? What did you think of that?’ Let us go to the Lord and see what He had in view, and get His judgment. I am not saying that we should not judge; one speaks and the others judge, but, dear brethren, let us judge soberly in the presence of Christ, that we might realize His authority in the ministry that He gives. His authority has never ceased to be present in His word, but the question is, Have I discerned His word? How much ministry we have had in recent years! What effect has it had? Let us get before the Lord to see if in principle there has been the character of the archangel’s voice. I would say there has been. The Lord would encourage us that He has been speaking, and speaking in view of our preparation to be with Himself. 

Then it says, “and with trump of God”; that is the final trumpet. There was the final trumpet upon which the army moved forward; this will be the final trumpet and it will not give an uncertain sound; this is the trump of God. The trumpet needs to give a certain sound in our local companies today. We come to an occasion and we are to understand clearly what the Lord has been saying to us. Let the trumpet give a certain sound; let there not be discord among those that serve, but let us come from the presence of the Lord so that the trumpet may give a certain sound, that there may be clarify and authority in conveying what the Lord would say to us—and He would say it in His love because He is preparing the saints for the final move forward. The saints will go out in order; what a wonderful moment that will be! 

We shall go out together, go out in order; there will not be chaos; there will not be confusion; everything will be under the touch of Christ. 

This is what is immediately before us; we shall know the quickening of the Spirit as we have it in Romans 8, “But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you” (Romans 8: 11). May we know something now of the quickening of the Spirit, the quickening touch that He would impart, even in these mortal bodies; it is not the spiritual body, it is not the changed body, that will be quickened in Romans 8, it is the mortal body, the body in which there has been so much weakness, the body in which the pressures of the testimony have been felt, the bodies in which there has been so much pain and sorrow; the Spirit will quicken those bodies. What a thrill it gives to contemplate what is immediately going to happen, that the Spirit Himself will touch us in such a way. But we are to know something of quickening now. I believe we do know something of it, particularly at the Supper. You find yourself physically moved as you are in the presence of divine Persons; you find that your mortal body is changed—not changed finally, I do not mean that—but there is a change in the bodies of the saints as we are in the divine presence. These things are reality and they are to become more so, that the rapture is not just to be a moment lying ahead of us, but we are to be in the expectancy of it, so that the character of it affects us at the present time. 

So it says He “shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”; that is their privilege, they shall rise first. How many there are we do not know; but those that belong to the Lord are known of Him and those that do not belong to Him. Each will appear before Him. Those that are His shall stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. We shall all be manifested. 

Paul, says, before the judgment-seat of Christ (see 2 Corinthians 5: 10). It is intended to sober us, but for every lover of Christ it is a moment he looks forward to, when he shall see every matter as the Lord Jesus sees it, even why the Lord allowed my failings. I am not attributing failure to the Lord, but I shall see why, in His love, He allowed me to go a certain way. He did it that I might be brought back to Himself with an appreciation of Him that I did not have before. What wonderful grace! and we shall see that at the judgment-seat of Christ. We shall see the end of every way in which He has moved, and that everything He has done has glorified Himself. There will be matters that will have to be adjusted, but let us not leave things to the judgment-seat of Christ. We stand here today as those who are about to depart, but let us stand here as those who have every matter cleared before the face of Christ. I believe it stirs the affections of the Lord Jesus when there are those who are desirous to have every matter clear before Him now so that He might make Himself known to them in His love. 

So, “then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”; we shall go up the way He went up; a cloud received Him out of their sight—and “thus we shall be always with the Lord”. That is the prospect, dear brethren; whatever the pressures of the pathway, and there are many, the outlook is that we shall be always with the Lord. Let us face matters in the light of that. 

Now when we come to 2 Timothy it is Paul who is about to depart from a scene where there was much failure all around him. Persons had turned away from the truth; how he must have felt it. We are thankful that we have such a good number to walk with. Think of what Paul must have felt—“all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. We are in that day, too, it has continued to the present time, but thank God that in His grace there has been a little recovery, and it will go through. What the Lord has recovered as to the truth of the assembly will be maintained somewhere; let us be in exercise that we may be in the gain of it. Publicly the church is in ruins; the shipwreck has taken place; that is the public side and we cannot opt out of it. It comes into this very epistle; there are vessels to honour and vessels to dishonour, and we have to take up our responsibility in relation to that; but from the divine side the church will go through complete. What a triumph, dear brethren! There will be no breakdown in God’s thoughts. From man’s side there is breakdown on every hand, but from God’s side there will be no breakdown; the church will go out complete, she will go out in full sail. Nothing inferior in relation to God’s thoughts will mark her, but all will be the result of divine workmanship. Could there be failure with divine workmanship? Indeed there could not. Beloved, let us be sobered that from man’s side everything is in ruins, everything. We cannot expect the ruins to be put back together, but what we shall find is that from the divine side everything will go through according to the divine thought, and God will be glorified in it. 

Now Paul says, “But thou, be sober in all things”. How we need to take heed to that word at the moment, to have a sober judgment, a quiet judgment, of everything, not, as men say, jumping to conclusions, but having a sober judgment, weighing matters up before the Lord to get His assessment—how much that is needed! “Be sober in all things, bear evils, do the work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. Then he says, “For I am already being poured out, and the 

time of my release is come”. I think that is a beautiful expression. Paul had longed for departure to be with Christ; he had spoken of it; there was that in Paul which could hardly continue to be contained in the feeble, mortal condition in which he found himself. It is the same with us; there is a work of God in us; you reach a point where you feel that it is the treasure in earthen vessels; it is almost ready to break forth. Paul says, that is just where I am—“the time of my release is come”. The work of God would then be released from the mortal vessel to be in the presence of his Master. We are about to follow where the apostle has gone, to be in the presence of Christ, released from these poor vessels in which there is so much weakness, but to be given a body of glory like unto His own body of glory, to which weakness will never attach. It will in every way be equal to the work of God which has been accomplished in each one of us. Let us value the work of God in ourselves. We spend time on our bodies here, the way we dress, and so on; of course we need to dress in keeping with our walk, but let us learn to value and give attention to what is within, what is more precious, that which is about to be released from these poor bodies. 

Paul says, “the time of my release is come. I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”. Paul could say that of himself. What combat Paul had known; we are all to have our part in it, dear brethren; let us take it up. It is not a question of sitting back, allowing brothers on the front row to take up the combat; that is not the thought at all, but to take up my own part as coming in at the close of this dispensation in which others have laboured before us. Some of us here may not have gone very far, but let us all run with our eye on the goal that is before us. If we look elsewhere we shall never finish the race; let us keep our eye on our Lord Jesus. Oh, may He increasingly be our object. If you have Him as your Object you will feel the need to move towards Him in the supply of the Spirit. The finish is so near, dear brethren; the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come’. What a call that is!—let us ponder it, when the voice of a creature vessel merges as one with the voice of a divine Person in saying, ‘Come’ 

to Jesus. What a triumph! How near she is to Deity, yet ever a creature vessel, indwelt by the Spirit and united to the heavenly Man. Let us ponder the glory of what we have been called into, and livingly take up our part in saying, ‘Come’ to Jesus. May the preparation go on with each of us, that we may be ready for our blessed Lord when He comes. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Redbridge
8 March 1986 

 


Scripture references

Luke 9:28-55 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. [32] But Peter and those with him were oppressed with sleep: but having fully awoke up they saw his glory, and the two men who stood with him. [33] And it came to pass as they departed from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said. [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [36] And as the voice was [heard] Jesus was found alone: and *they* kept silence, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen. [37] And it came to pass on the following day, when they came down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. [38] And lo, a man from the crowd cried out saying, Teacher, I beseech thee look upon my son, for he is mine only child: [39] and behold, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he cries out, and it tears him with foaming, and with difficulty departs from him after crushing him. …

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

2 Timothy 4:1-8 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; [4] and they will turn away their ear from the truth, and will have turned aside to fables. [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

John 17:14 (JND) [14] I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

Numbers 20:10 (JND) [10] And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said to them, Hear now, ye rebels: shall we bring forth to you water out of this rock?

Psalms 106:32 (JND) [32] And they moved him to wrath at the waters of Meribah, and it went ill with Moses on their account;

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

2 Corinthians 5:10 (JND) [10] For we must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body, according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or evil.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.



SUCCOUR IN BEREAVEMENT

Alone, in dark bereavement’s hour, 

When stilled that comrade voice so dear, 

What are those strains of higher power 

That claim my half-reluctant ear?

 

His voice it is who shaped my loss 

And placed it on my trembling heart, 

He marks my solitary road 

And calls me to Himself apart.

 

O thou, my trembling soul, be still 

And listen to that heavenly voice; 

Learn thou the secrets of His will, 

So shall this mourning heart rejoice. 

(This old poem appeared over the initials M.S.S. If any reader knows who was the author we would be grateful to be told—Ed.) 

 


EXTRACTS

“For he that will love life and see good days, let him cause his tongue to cease from evil and his lips that they speak no guile. And let him avoid evil, and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it; because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears towards their supplications”. Now this is something the young people ought to pay attention to, as if God were saying, It is quite right to wish to live if you are a young person and have aspirations, but this is the way to get to it—showing according to Peter’s way that you get certain things by other certain things. This is something to encourage young people. If you want to live and to have a wife and family and all that, well, God says, that is quite in order, but then there is a way to it to please Me; and that is as applying yourself, not to getting money, but to living according to these traits mentioned here; and then life and good days will come, which is very encouraging, especially to young people. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 72, p.53) 

Your home is day drill. If you are not up to day drill, how can you expect to go through your evolutions on a field day? “Prepare thy work ... and make it fit for thyself in the fields”, Proverbs 24: 27 (A.V.). There is a tone and a ring about one who has controlled himself at home, which must tell on others when he is abroad. If I have practised restraint where I am free to do as I like, I can submit to it with ease and truthfulness when it is required of me ... You must be a soldier of the line, on the parade ground every morning. Habit is second nature, and when you are well up to drill at home you will be ready for all that is required of you in open battle. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, p.461) 
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Scripture references

Proverbs 24:27 (JND) [27] Prepare thy work without, and put thy field in order, and afterwards build thy house.
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