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THE HANDS OF JESUS


Daniel 5:1-6,17-31;  John 8:1-11;  Mark 7:31-35

We spoke in the previous meeting about the Lord’s crucifixion as presented in Mark’s gospel.  As we contemplate the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, it would soften our hearts.  It is a good time to preach after speaking over such wonderful and affecting matters.  We read this section in Mark’s gospel last week and it affected me to think of the fingers of the Lord Jesus.  It says that He put His fingers to the ears of the deaf man and I was contemplating the fingers of Jesus, the hands of Jesus and how He used them.  It would speak to us of His great affection, and also of great skill and accuracy.

So I have read in Daniel.  I know that we do not preach judgment, but I do think that it is needful to warn of judgment for those who reject the gospel.  I trust there are no Christ-rejectors in this room.  For the Christ-rejectors their lot will be an eternity without Christ and that is an awful, awful contemplation.  I think it is important to speak about this man Belshazzar because in many ways we could be like him.  As I look around here in this room, I see persons who have been privileged to have been born and raised in Christian households.  This man was like that.  His father Nebuchadnezzar had an amazing conversion and it was a public matter.  Everybody knew about it, so his son would certainly have known about it.  He knew that his father was a believer in God, but Belshazzar had turned away.  As having been brought up in a Christian household, raised in a wonderful area of blessing and knowing that my father and my mother and my grandparents have a link with the Lord, how sad it would be if I say, ‘That is not for me’.  So Daniel, as he interpreted the writing, said to Belshazzar, “thou knewest all this”.

As the gospel is preached to a company like this, preached to young persons, I say to you that you have been given a very special privilege.  But you also have a special responsibility because you have been placed, through the sovereignty of God, in a most favourable situation.  Without claiming anything at all, you are in an area where the Lord Jesus is loved, where He is spoken about by persons who know that He is living.  You can see people who have a living relationship with Him.  So Daniel could say to Belshazzar, “thou knewest all this”.  I am not going to labour the point but it is something that we should all think about.  Think of the fingers of a man’s hand writing.  You know, God writes things down in His books.  The scripture speaks of those whose names had been written in the Lamb’s book of life from the foundation of the world.  When your responsible history begins there are things that are written down about your life and what you do.  That is not to scare anyone, but God is infinitely fair.  At the moment, we are in the most auspicious and wonderful time of God’s grace; He is not imputing trespasses.

But there will come a time when those books will be opened, and Christ-rejectors will have to answer for rejecting Him.  I remember reading a preaching in which the preacher spoke about the face of the Lord Jesus.  He said that there will come a time when men will seek to flee from before His face and they will not be able to; the dead who have rejected the gospel will be brought before the great white throne1.  Christ-rejectors then will be absolutely convicted that God has been righteous.  Judgment is His strange work but this is the opportunity to make sure that every precious heart in this room knows that they have a living link with Jesus and they are safe for time and for eternity.  That is the word that I would like to impart to you now; “thou knewest all this”.  Do not reject it tonight, dear young friend.

So in John 8 we have other writing and how affecting it is.  As I said, we are not preaching judgment tonight, we are preaching grace and we are preaching mercy and we are preaching salvation.  Think of this woman being brought in to where the Lord was, and it says here that “Jesus, having stooped down, wrote with his finger on the ground”.  In accordance with the law of Moses, this woman should have been stoned for what she had done.  But the Lord Jesus was there; they brought Him to her and what a change came about.  “And again stooping down he wrote on the ground”; it has been said that this was the Lord Jesus writing new legislation.  This is not the law of Moses any more, but this is new writing – writing of grace and mercy, peace and love.  The second writing retained the woman in the Lord’s presence and she was saved.  The writing of the Lord Jesus is an indelible writing.  If we write something on a piece of paper and look at it in ten or fifteen years’ time, it fades, but we might say that this is indelible writing which the Lord Jesus has written.  “And again stooping down he wrote on the ground”; it was indelible writing.

We know from the teaching that the first stoop refers to the fact that the Lord Jesus came into this scene; it represents the wonder of His incarnation.  Does it affect your heart?  There was an address given here on commitment, when it was said that the incarnation is the unshakable foundation of God’s moral universe2.  What an amazing thing that is.  The address was about commitment and what young people might commit themselves to.  You may see just a few souls gathered here and there, not many of them – and we feel that – but if you commit yourself to the Lord and you commit yourself to His things, you are committing yourself to what is unshakable.   There is nothing to be compared with it at all in the world.  Think of that, the incarnation being the unshakable foundation of God’s moral universe.

We have also been taught that the second stoop represents the Lord Jesus stooping into death.  Does that affect every heart here?  The Lord Jesus, the One who knew not sin, was not subject to death because of His perfection, because He is holy.  Luke 1 refers to “the holy thing” (v.35) and yet Jesus went the way of death; He went that way vicariously for me and for you if you have put your faith in Him.  So there was first of all the stoop into manhood and His living that life of perfection, the green spot for God on the earth, as it has been called.  Think of the Father opening the heavens on Him and also declaring on that mount of transfiguration His delight in Him: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.  Well, if the Father finds His delight in Him, can I, can you?  I am sure you can.  The Lord Jesus is the most wonderful Object for our affections.

So His second stoop was into death, but He is no longer there.  Think of Him going that way, lying in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights, but then raised by the glory of the Father – the selective resurrection of the Lord Jesus, as it has been called.  So that the One whom we present to you tonight as Saviour is risen and living, He is available and He is coming soon for those who love Him and He will claim them.  We can read about that in 1 Thessalonians 4.  He will not ask anybody else to do that, it will not be delegated to anyone else; “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God” will come (1 Thess.4:16).  That is the hope of the believer.  What are you waiting for?  If you have your trust and faith in this One, like this woman had, you are safe for time and for eternity.  And as I say, this writing is indelible.  It is new writing; it is new legislation, the Lord Jesus wrote in grace, and He is speaking to your heart tonight in terms of mercy and grace.  He is not speaking in any accusatory way at all.  We were reading on Wednesday night as to the conversion of Saul and what a hard, difficult man he was.  We spoke about the fact that the Lord Jesus broke him down in love, and that is what He would do tonight.  If anybody’s heart is hardened, if you are not responding to His claims, then the Lord Jesus would not be angry with you, but He would speak to you in terms of love.

In Mark chapter 7, we have another most remarkable matter of a man who was deaf and who could not speak right.  It says, “they bring to him a deaf man”.  What a divine provision for this man that he had persons who cared for him.  And, dear young ones, be thankful that you have parents who care for you, who would say, ‘Come to the gospel, come and hear about the Saviour, come into an area where you can be blessed’.  These persons brought to Jesus this deaf man “who could not speak right, and they beseech him that he might lay his hand on him”.  You may have grandparents, you will have parents and you may have other people in the local meeting who pray for you, who speak to the Lord Jesus about you.  We would desire to bring you into His presence.  They “bring to him a deaf man who could not speak right, and they beseech him that he might lay his hand on him”.  The Lord would not reject an appeal like that.  It says of Jesus, “And having taken him away from the crowd …”.  How important that is.  The crowd is never going to help you; it represents a bad environment to be in.  I would say to you, young people, keep out of crowds; they can be areas where Satan moves.  So the Lord Jesus took this man away from the crowd.  

That is what the Lord would do to you tonight.  He would have a personal transaction just with you.  You will not come into blessing simply because your family has been converted; you have to come individually.  “And having taken him away from the crowd apart, he put his fingers to his ears”.  Think of the Lord Jesus coming so close to this man.  In the previous section, a young girl was healed at a distance, but here the Lord Jesus comes so close to this man.  He puts His fingers to the man’s ears “and having spit, he touched his tongue;” – His whole essence was involved in it – “and looking up to heaven he groaned, and says to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened”.  I think these men had very great faith in the Lord Jesus that He would heal this man.  Think of Jesus groaning.  It would be anticipative of His sufferings; He would be anticipating the cross.  What feelings were involved – the holy feelings of the Lord – that He put His fingers to the man’s ears.  It has been said that the Lord Jesus healed the ear because that was the way by which man was lost to God; Eve gave her ear to the serpent; she listened to what the enemy said (Gen.3:1).  Dear young ones, I would urge you to be very careful about who you listen to.  Give your ear to the Lord Jesus, give your ear to the local brethren.  Do not give your ear to the enemy of your soul.

So the man is healed.  He hears correctly and he speaks correctly.  It has also been said that this man’s hearing was given to him by the greatest Hearer that there ever was.  Think of how it could be said of the Lord Jesus prophetically that “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  What a Saviour!  And then another has said that the man was given his speech by the greatest Speaker that there ever was.  I am often affected by the Lord Jesus opening the scriptures and standing up and speaking: “To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21), and it then says that they “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth” – the greatest Speaker. 

So if you want to hear correctly and to speak correctly, then you must come to Jesus.  He is a  wonderful Saviour.  He has done everything.  We have spoken about His groaning as indicating what it involved for the Lord Jesus to heal the man.  He went all the way 

to the cross.  It says in John that He went out bearing his cross (John 19:17).  In the reading we spoke about His atoning sufferings during those three hours of darkness.  It is very important for us all to understand what was accomplished there.  It is no wonder that the sun was darkened; the whole land was darkened.  That was a transaction, a holy transaction between a holy and righteous God and our Lord Jesus.  We said in the reading that the Lord Jesus was “made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  It has been said by another that He was made what He could never become.  He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners” (Heb.7:26), but He was made sin for you and for me, and for all who trust Him, and He has borne and exhausted God’s judgment on sin.  The whole moral question was dealt with and He went out in power.  So He died.  What a miracle it was that He went into death of His own volition.  We do not get the blood in Mark’s gospel but we get it in John; the soldier piercing His side, and “immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  And, dear friend, I can tell you that if you put your trust and faith in Jesus and in His precious shed blood, you are safe for time and for eternity.  ”When I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exod.12:13.  It is critical – we do not know how long it will be until the gospel ceases to be preached.  You might say ‘I hear the preacher say that every week’ and that may be so, but tonight may be the last gospel preaching that any of us will hear, so be sure.  The Lord Jesus is available, He is propitious, He is towards you tonight in love as a Saviour, a Shepherd, a Friend: as has been said, He is ‘an all the way home Saviour’.

It is my desire that you would have a living link  with a living Saviour.  Then, if you are saved and you  know that you have a living link with the Lord Jesus, it is very important to have one further matter confirmed, and that is to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is not just an influence, He is a divine Person, He is a Comforter.  The Lord Jesus has gone on high and it is consequent upon the glorification of the Lord Jesus that the Spirit has come and indwells believers.  And what a tireless, remarkable, wonderful service the blessed Holy Spirit has rendered throughout this long dispensation.  He has rendered a service that involves the glorification of the Father and the Son and the securing of all believers who comprise the assembly.  If you have the Spirit, you will know; your tastes will change, you will begin to be interested in the things of God, you will begin to love reading the Bible, you will get a taste for the ministry and your whole life will become one of meaning and purpose.

So this man became active.  That is one of the things that we have been noticing in Mark’s gospel, that the evangelist has in mind that persons may be active in service.  The young girl in the previous section was left lying on the bed, but that is not the main thought in Mark’s gospel.  The intention is that we become active and we have our part in testimony.  If we are asked to do something in relation to the Lord’s things, then we just say, ‘Yes, I will do that’, and that is what the Lord wants.  He wants persons who are ready to partake in His service, and there is one thing that He has asked us to do above all, and that is to remember Him in the breaking of bread.  What a special privilege that is, to have our part in remembering Him.  If you want a life of meaning and purpose, commit yourself to the Lord Jesus.  Ask for the Holy Spirit, and commit yourself to the Lord’s people.  Believers in Him are the greatest people on the face of the earth.  

I trust that these few words may encourage our hearts.  The Lord Jesus is available for us tonight and He takes infinite care of us and has infinite interest in us.  He is interested in every single one of us individually, as Peter said: “Repent … each one of you”, Acts 2:38.  It is a personal matter.

Well, may each of us make sure of it for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

19 September 2021

 

 

Colin Seeley

 


Scripture references

Daniel 5:1-31 (JND) [1] Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his nobles, and drank wine before the thousand. [2] Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines, might drink in them. [3] Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines, drank in them. [4] They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. [5] In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. [6] Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, and the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. [7] The king cried aloud to bring in the magicians, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. [8] Then came in all the king's wise men, but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation. [9] Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his nobles were confounded. [10] The queen, by reason of the words of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet-house. The queen spoke and said, O king, live for ever! let not thy thoughts trouble thee, neither let thy countenance be changed. [11] There is a man in thy kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods was found in him; and the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, [even] the king thy father, made him master of the scribes, magicians, Chaldeans, [and] astrologers; [12] forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and solving of problems, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. …

John 8:1-11 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, [4] they say to him, Teacher, this woman has been taken in the very act, committing adultery. [5] Now in the law Moses has commanded us to stone such; thou therefore, what sayest thou? [6] But this they said proving him, that they might have [something] to accuse him [of]. But Jesus, having stooped down, wrote with his finger on the ground. [7] But when they continued asking him, he lifted himself up and said to them, Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her. [8] And again stooping down he wrote on the ground. [9] But they, having heard [that], went out one by one beginning from the elder ones until the last; and Jesus was left alone and the woman standing there. [10] And Jesus, lifting himself up and seeing no one but the woman, said to her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

John 8:1-11 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, [4] they say to him, Teacher, this woman has been taken in the very act, committing adultery. [5] Now in the law Moses has commanded us to stone such; thou therefore, what sayest thou? [6] But this they said proving him, that they might have [something] to accuse him [of]. But Jesus, having stooped down, wrote with his finger on the ground. [7] But when they continued asking him, he lifted himself up and said to them, Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her. [8] And again stooping down he wrote on the ground. [9] But they, having heard [that], went out one by one beginning from the elder ones until the last; and Jesus was left alone and the woman standing there. [10] And Jesus, lifting himself up and seeing no one but the woman, said to her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

Mark 7:31-35 (JND) [31] And again having left the borders of Tyre and Sidon, he came to the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. [32] And they bring to him a deaf [man] who could not speak right, and they beseech him that he might lay his hand on him. [33] And having taken him away from the crowd apart, he put his fingers to his ears; and having spit, he touched his tongue; [34] and looking up to heaven he groaned, and says to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. [35] And immediately his ears were opened, and the band of his tongue was loosed and he spoke right.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Luke 1 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, [2] as those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word have delivered them to us, [3] it has seemed good to *me* also, accurately acquainted from the origin with all things, to write to thee with method, most excellent Theophilus, …

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

Mark 7 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and some of the scribes, coming from Jerusalem, are gathered together to him, [2] and seeing some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, unwashed, hands, [3] (for the Pharisees and all the Jews, unless they wash their hands diligently, do not eat, holding what has been delivered by the ancients; …

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 4:21 (JND) [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears.

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.



“THE FATHER LOVES THE SON”


John 3:35;  10:17,18;  8:29;  17:24

I was thinking of what came before us yesterday as to Jacob loving Joseph more than all his sons (Gen.37:3), and also this scripture, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”.  All things are safe there.  Everything given into the hands of men, however great they may be spiritually, fails.  We have been reading of the labours of the apostle Paul, yet when he passed off the scene, breakdown came in, but what is committed to the Son will never fail, will never break down.  We can say that He is absolutely trustworthy.  The last scripture I read speaks of what was before the foundation of the world.  We cannot know much of what, in human language, was a past eternity, but we do know that love was there, love between divine Persons.  Jesus says to the Father, “thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”.  As coming into manhood, God had “given all things to be in his hand”.  They are safe in His hands.  “All things received being through him” (John 1:3) – those who love Him, the administration of the world to come – all these things are in the hands of the Lord Jesus.  He has the testimony at the present time in His hands; it is safe there.  We fail.  When we look around, we see the breakdown, a reduction in numbers.  Most if not all of our localities have experienced that, but the testimony itself is safe in the hands of the Lord Jesus.  Christ is on high and the Holy Spirit is here.  The testimony cannot fail, it will not fail, because it is in the hands of One whom the Father loves.

There is no doubt about what He has done.  According to this scripture in John 10, He gave the Father fresh cause to love Him: “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”.  What a thing that was for Jesus, to lay down His life.  He goes on to say that “no one takes it from me”.  If He had not laid it down of Himself, He could not have died.  Men placed Him on the cross, He was taken by wicked hands, and crucified and slain.  But we can say that, from the divine side, no one took His life from Him.  He had authority to lay it down and authority to take it again, no doubt a reference to the greatness of His Person, for He is “over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom.9:5), the only Man who could say that He had authority to lay down His life and authority to take it again.

You and I, if we are left here, will surely die, but we will not lay down our lives in this way.  We shall die because of what we are as sinners; “the wages of sin is death”, Rom.6:23.  We might be forgiven sinners, but still if we are left here, and the Lord does not come, we will die; we are subject to death.  But the Lord Jesus could say, “I have authority to lay it down”.  Then He adds, “I have received this commandment of my Father”.  I think that was a precious word.  The Father took account of this Man as He gave the Father fresh cause to love Him because it brought out the perfection of His obedient manhood; He was “over all, God blessed for ever”, yet He could say “I have received this commandment of my Father”.  How precious.

Then He says of the Father, where we read in chapter 8, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”.  No one else could say that.  It has often struck me that it does not say that He never displeased the Father, but He consciously did the things that pleased the Father, whatever they might be, day by day, moment by moment.  His ear was opened each morning “to hear as the instructed” (Isa.50:4), yet through each day, we could say carefully, He sought out the things to do to please the Father.  In relation to every matter that He came across in His life, He did the things that were pleasing to His Father.  We have spoken of His loving kindness, His grace and mercy – how they shone out to all who came into His orbit, so to speak, when He was here.  All of that, the way He handled persons, the way He spoke to them, was pleasing to the Father.  How precious was the life of the Lord Jesus.  How much it gave delight to heaven, so He could utter these words, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”.

Then we have this final scripture, “thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”.  His desire was that those whom the Father had given Him should be with Him “that they may behold my glory that thou hast given me”.  The Father has given all things to be in the hands of His Son; He has “raised him from among the dead and given him glory”, 1 Pet.1:21.  It speaks of the heavens receiving Him (Acts 3:21), as we sang in our hymn:

‘Received in glory bright up there’   (Hymn 350).

It says in that verse, “whom the heavens must receive”; Jesus was received into the presence of the Father.    How much the Father loves the Son, how much the Father loves the Lord Jesus, and we should be stimulated to love Him more because of who He is and because of all that He has done.  The hymn says:

‘We love Thee for the glorious worth

   Which in Thyself we see;

We love Thee for that shameful cross,

   Endured so patiently’’            (Hymn 341).

May these thoughts encourage us to see One who is worthy of the love of the Father, so to speak, and He is worthy of your love and mine.  May we increase in our love for Him, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake.

Phil Walkinshaw

 


Scripture references

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Genesis 37:3 (JND) [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours.

Genesis 37:3 (JND) [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours.

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

1 Peter 1:21 (JND) [21] who by him do believe on God, who has raised him from among [the] dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.



LOVE BETWEEN DIVINE PERSONS


John 14:31;  Genesis 22:8;  John 15:9-12

I feel measured in reading these scriptures but what our brother has brought before us has confirmed me in what has been in my heart as to the nature of divine love.  

We read this scripture in John 14 yesterday morning.  Our brother has spoken about the love of the Father for the Son.  Here it is “but that the world may know that I love the Father”.  How precious to think of that love being perfectly reciprocated and answered to by both the Father and the Son.  What a relationship!  We might say very reverently that not only did the Son give the Father cause to love Him, but that the Father was always the object of the love of His Son.  How great the Father is.  I think we have an insight by the Spirit of how precious the Father is to the Son and the nature of that communion between Them.  My impression is that it is a communion that subsists in love, a love which was the motive that our Lord Jesus had for fulfilling the Father’s will.  He says, “but that the world may know that I love the Father”; the world will take account of that, “and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do”.  Jesus’ love for His Father was the motive for His obedience as the Son.  His perfect, obedient, dependent pathway expressed the love that was enjoyed in the communion between Them.

I thought that this passage in Genesis gives us in the type a picture of that.  The brethren know it well.  Think of Abraham receiving this instruction from God; “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac”, Gen.22:2.  How much do I really think about what it cost the Father to give His Son, in the type here “thine only son, whom thou lovest”, the One of whom we spoke yesterday; “Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons”, Gen.37:3.  Think of the character of the Father’s love, a precious love that had never before rested complacently on a man.  “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah”, but then my impression was particularly of this verse, “And they went both of them together”.  There was what was laid upon Isaac, speaking of what was laid upon the Lord Jesus which none other could carry and that none other could bear.  How precious that the Father had One with whom He could company in Jesus’ movements to the cross to fill out the purpose of God, One upon whom He could, as it were, lay that wood.  What did it cost the Father?  “The Father loves the Son” and I think it would be right to say that Jesus’ love for the Father was proved but it was enough, His love was able for it.  The strength of that communion was able for the test that would come, for that love for His Father was unconditional, a love that underlay the obedience and dependence of the Son.  

I read in John 15 more as a challenge to myself; “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you”.  That is how He has loved us, that is how He has loved me.  He has loved me with the same character of love that He was loved with by the Father, the same character, the same nature of that love.  Jesus says to His own, “abide in my love”.  “If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love”.  Have we kept His commandments?  Have we kept in our hearts what Jesus has asked us to do?  Our response must be in answer to His love and if it is, then it is also a response to the Father’s love.  The Lord Jesus has loved us, and He has established us in His own love, and the nature of that love is the same as the nature of the love which the Father has for the Son.  

So Jesus says “I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full.  This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you”.  Putting it simply, brethren, the love that we are to have for one another is to be of the same character as the love that the Lord has for us, and that is the same character as the love that the Father had for the Son.  How precious these things are!  What a height we are brought to, what a height we are installed in.  There is no thought of inadequacy here but rather that this is possible by the Spirit, and is to be proved in our relationships with one another.  

These are simple thoughts and I trust they may be for our encouragement and they may be for the glory of God, for His name’s sake.

 

Alastair McKay




Scripture references

John 14:31 (JND) [31] but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence.

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

John 15:9-12 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Genesis 37:3 (JND) [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …



THE ASSEMBLY FOR GOD’S PLEASURE






Genesis 24:1-4,10,22-27; Matthew 13:45,46;  Acts 20:28

We have been occupied with how the Father loves the Son and how the Son loves the Father, and I have been thinking about how the assembly is the product of that love.

In Genesis 24, a scripture which speaks in type of the Father and the Son, all that Abraham did was done out of love for his son Isaac.  He said to the servant who was over all his house and over all his wealth, “thou shalt go … and take a wife for my son Isaac”.  Abraham was thinking of his son.  At this time, Isaac was dwelling in the south country,  but it was in the heart of Abraham that Isaac would need a wife, someone to fill his heart.  Abraham loved his son whom he had waited for.  Isaac was the son he had asked God for, and for whom he waited a long time, to the point where he asked God what He would give him, seeing that he was childless and that the heir of his house was his steward Eliezer (Gen.15:2).  Abraham had waited a long time until God  blessed him with Isaac.  Speaking very carefully, God had waited a long time before Christ came into the world as a Man.  And when He came, the Father already had in mind that Christ would find a bride, that He would find a wife.  It was in the Father’s heart that that would be so.  The Lord said, “They were thine, and thou gavest them me” (John 17:6); it has been said that those that the Father gave to the Son were the nucleus of the assembly for Himself3.  That came about because the Father loved the Son.  A great feature of eternity will be that Christ as Man will be there in satisfaction with His bride, and it will be because the Father loves Him.  The servant went out with precious articles of adornment, which belonged to Abraham, but would become the proof of his love for his son Isaac, because a wife was secured for Isaac and she was adorned.  These articles involve the thought of purchase and cost.

Matthew 13 says, “Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”.  Christ has done that!  This is different from redemption, for the assembly as such is not redeemed.  The difference between redemption and purchase is this: redemption is necessary because it involves our moral history, it involves re-establishing the rights of God, it resolves interruption of relationships: all of those things needed to be corrected and re-established by redemption.  But purchase involves desire; it has in mind the obtaining of something that is precious.  So this merchant in the parable had a desire in his heart.  It represents the Lord’s desire that He would have a companion.  But what was the reason?  We sometimes think of Christ’s desire for an answer to His heart, and rightly so, for He desired something for Himself, but why did He want such a vessel for Himself?  Because Christ loved the Father: He had said prophetically, “in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”, Ps.22:22.  As well as the assembly as a bride for Himself, He had in mind the assembly as a vessel in which He could sing the praises of God.  These praises as led by Christ will be sustained for the pleasure of God; that is an expression of the Son’s love for the Father.  So the merchant found this pearl of great value and “went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”.  The greatness of the purchase price was according to the love of the Son for the Father.  There is a glorious vessel now that exists and is the fulness of Christ, a vessel in which the divine love of the Father for the Son, and of the Son for the Father, is known.

I read in Acts 20 because, as we take account of the assembly as a vessel of praise, and as we see it for all that it is for divine Persons, that involves our responsibility as believers.  The sign that we understand in our measure the love between the Father and the Son is that we will value what they value and we will hold what they hold, and it will be precious to us.  So Paul says, “Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”.  The cost of what was secured by the Father and the Son because of their affection for one another was the blood of Christ.  Do we value that, beloved brethren?  Do we value what it was that Christ’s blood was shed?  Do we value what it was for God that the blood was shed to make that purchase?  Do we value the love that the Father has for the Son and the Son for the Father, that we would “Take heed … to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”?.  Beloved brethren, if we love God, if we understand something of the love that lay behind this purchase, and if we understand, as far as we are able to, the cost which was involved, we will care for the assembly of God.  That does not mean that we will keep it in a legal way, but we will love the assembly which Christ loves, we will love it because the Father loves it and we will hold on to it and care for it as something precious to ourselves also.

May it be so for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

 

Terry W Lock

 

Three words given at a meeting for ministry, St Ives

27 September 2021


Scripture references

Genesis 24:1-27 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; [4] but thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac. [5] And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land: must I, then, bring thy son again in any case to the land from which thou hast removed? [6] And Abraham said to him, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again. [7] Jehovah the God of the heavens, who took me out of my father's house, and out of the land of my nativity, and who has spoken to me, and who has sworn to me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land he will send his angel before thee, that thou mayest take a wife for my son thence. [8] And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be quit of this my oath: only, bring not my son thither again. [9] And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore unto him concerning that matter. [10] And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; now all the treasure of his master was under his hand; and he arose and went to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. [11] And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water, at the time of the evening, when the women came out to draw [water]. [12] And he said, Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, meet me, I pray thee, [with thy blessing] this day, and deal kindly with my master Abraham. …

Matthew 13:45-46 (JND) [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Matthew 13:45-46 (JND) [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 15:2 (JND) [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus.

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Psalms 22:22 (JND) [22] I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …



BEARING FRUIT


John 15:1-8;  Romans 7:5,6;  Galatians 5:22-26

We have been reading the gospel of Matthew, as the brethren know, and I have been impressed regarding the Lord as the Sower in chapter 13, and the various types of ground in which the seed fell.  Some fell on the good ground and went on to bear fruit.  Later in the chapter it speaks about the one who sowed good seed, and it shot up, but also there was one who sowed darnel, and it sprang up also, but what really bore fruit for the divine pleasure was the good seed (Matt.13:24-28).  So these scriptures speak about the bearing of fruit.  The requirements for fruit bearing in a natural way – and the Lord often uses natural examples – are good ground, good conditions, sunshine, rain, all of which contribute to bearing fruit in a natural way.  I think that in a spiritual way there is a very strong similarity.  

The Lord presents Himself in John15 as the true vine, and His Father as the husbandman.  Israel is spoken of as an unpruned vine but unfruitful towards God (Hos.10:1); it is also spoken of as a fig tree on which there was no fruit (Matt.21:19)  The Lord had a great desire, as coming to His own, that He might receive from His own, but His own received Him not, and Israel bore no fruit and consequently was set aside.  Then from that time, the Lord has gathered in the Gentiles, the plants whom the heavenly Father has planted and these have fructified, grown up, and bear fruit to the glory of God.  That is what Christ is looking for. 

According to this passage in John, “every branch in me not bearing fruit, the Father takes it away; and as to every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit”.  We understand that the wood of the vine is not of any great value – it is very gnarled and twisted – but the fruit is of great value, and the more the vine is pruned, the more it produces fruit.  This type is presented here by the Lord. 

We might ask, How do we start to bear fruit?  Abiding is what the Lord speaks of here, “Abide in me”.  What does abiding mean?  The very first essential for fruit bearing is coming under the influence of the sun.  The Lord is the sun, and as in the astronomical system, the Lord in heaven sheds influence as the sun sheds its influence upon the whole world.  The seeds fall into the good ground and grow up and they bear fruit naturally.  Living under the influence of the Lord Jesus is what “abiding in me” really means.  So if we do abide in Him, we will prosper and grow, and if we do not abide in Him, it means that we will come under the stifling influences of this world, or worst of all under the influence of Satan himself.  Those who are abiding come under the beneficent influence of the sun, and then receive the rain coming upon them, which moistens the ground.  These thoughts go back to Genesis.  The earth is able to bear fruit.  The earth is the place where the seed fructifies, and sprouts, and grows, and then that gentle moistening influence of the rain causes fruit to grow and develop.  We know from natural things that this is the way things happen.  How essential the rain is: if you see a land where there is no rain, it just turns into a barren desert.  So we might say that our coming under the influence of the Holy Spirit, spoken of by the rain coming down, results in fruit.  The Lord said to the disciples, “I am the vine, and ye are the branches.  He that abides in me and I in him, he bears much fruit.”  I just desire to encourage us to be under the influence and control of the sun, the Lord Himself.  Abiding in Him is the way to fruit bearing, then we do not become dried up, because that would render the ground useless.  They gather the dried up branches and cast them into the fire, and they are burned, there is no value in them.

So verse 7 says, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you …”.  That is very important because, if we come under the influence of the Lord, we will hear His words, and we will hear His commandments, and these things need to enter into our minds and sink down into us and form us in our affections and in our hearts.  Then we see how “In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine”.  We can see that there is a process needed, a purging that is needed, and all to the end that there might be a greater yield, a greater result from divine operations.

In Romans 7 there is a fruit that is brought about from our natural members; they bring forth fruit but the result is death.  Paul says, “the passions of sins, … wrought in our members to bring forth fruit to death”.  Let that be a thing of the past.  But he says, “but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter”.  That really speaks of bringing forth fruit as a result of not being under bondage to the law and not being under the control of sin, or giving way to the passions of the flesh.  Then we become subject, and we come under the influence of the One who in this chapter speaks of Christ.  The “married woman is bound by law to her husband … but … ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God” (vv.2,4).  So when the flesh is displaced the result is that we are in a proper state and condition that we might go on to bear fruit.

We might say, what is the fruit?  What is the Lord really looking for?  In Galatians, Paul says, the fruit of the Spirit is love.  There is nothing more perfect than love.  1 Corinthians 13 – which describes love and what love is, what it does, the way it acts – is a great study on its own.  The description of the fruit of the Spirit begins with love and joy.  There is nothing to bring more joy into the heart than to be set free from the bondage of the flesh and of the power of sin.  Then think of peace; do we have peace?  Peace is desired in the world everywhere.  Men desire that we should live in peace, but there is no peace apart from coming under the divine influence.  The Lord said to the disciples, “I give my peace to you”, John 14:27.  Then consider these other qualities: long suffering – we do not naturally tend to be long suffering, but it is the product of the influence of the Holy Spirit – kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self-control: what a list of qualities.  These are the evidence that we are bearing fruit, and against such things there is no law.  Those who are of the Christ have crucified what belongs to the flesh, so we live by the Spirit and walk by the Spirit and then these fruits will be manifest.

I commend these thoughts to us, for our help and encouragement, for His name’s sake.

Given in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth 

6 October 2021

 

 

Archie D Melville

 


Scripture references

John 15:1-8 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither [can] ye unless ye abide in me. [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. [6] Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch, and is dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine.

John 15:1-8 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither [can] ye unless ye abide in me. [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. [6] Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch, and is dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine.

Romans 7:5-6 (JND) [5] For when we were in the flesh the passions of sins, which [were] by the law, wrought in our members to bring forth fruit to death; [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.

Romans 7:5-6 (JND) [5] For when we were in the flesh the passions of sins, which [were] by the law, wrought in our members to bring forth fruit to death; [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.

Galatians 5:22-26 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, [23] meekness, self-control: against such things there is no law. [24] But they that [are] of the Christ have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts. [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit. [26] Let us not become vain-glorious, provoking one another, envying one another.

Matthew 13:24-28 (JND) [24] Another parable set he before them, saying, The kingdom of the heavens has become like a man sowing good seed in his field; [25] but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat, and went away. [26] But when the blade shot up and produced fruit, then appeared the darnel also. [27] And the bondmen of the householder came up and said to him, Sir, hast thou not sown good seed in thy field? whence then has it darnel? [28] And he said to them, A man [that is] an enemy has done this. And the bondmen said to him, Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it [up]?

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Hosea 10:1 (JND) [1] Israel is an unpruned vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the abundance of his fruit he hath multiplied altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly statues.

Matthew 21:19 (JND) [19] And seeing one fig-tree in the way, he came to it and found on it nothing but leaves only. And he says to it, Let there be never more fruit of thee for ever. And the fig-tree was immediately dried up.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.



JESUS OUR LORD


 

Jesus our Lord, 'tis the joy of Thy presence

  Calls for response to Thy love from our hearts.

Thy Name is as ointment poured forth in its fragrance;

  Now to Thy lovers its sweetness imparts

 

For Thou hast come to us, Lord, in Thy glory

  Thou mighty Victor, our praises above!

Bowing our souls in true worship before Thee,

  Filling our hearts with the warmth of Thy love.

 

Lord in Thy manhood, as risen victorious,

  Thou our affections so wholly hast won;

Yet in Thy Person, divine and so glorious,

 Thee would we worship as God's blessed Son.

 

Fruit of Thy death for Thy heart's satisfaction;

  Of Thee and like Thee, Thy heavenly bride

Gladly responds to Thine own love's attraction:

  Fitting companion to be at Thy side

 

So now blest Lord, we are joyfully giving

  To Thee love's answer, Thine own blessed part.

Worthy art Thou as exalted and living

  Of all that meets the desires of Thy heart!

 

J Gaskin, 2000 (aged 91)
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