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THOUGHTS ON THE SPIRIT IN ROMANS

D. B. Robertson 

Romans 8: 9–15 

I have been thinking a good deal, beloved brethren, of the immense value of the teaching of Romans and its foundational character, and the necessity of it. I think the thought in the foundations that are secured in Romans in the believer is that you carry these foundations with you. That is, you are introduced into something foundationally in your soul, and it has in mind that we progress from that into the great things God has in mind for us. Some years ago, we had a good deal of conversation, perhaps adjustment as to Romans 7 for instance. You cannot shortcut that; every soul must go through it. Thank God we can go through it with the Spirit and be helped. Going through it with the Spirit means that we arrive at clarity in the inwards. It is a most important matter in the believer’s history to arrive at clarity in the inwards, and be able to discern what is of the flesh and what is of God. That is how you really come to an understanding of your personality according to God. 

The early chapters are most interesting, dealing with the exposure of every kind of man; the Jew and the Greek and even the heathen. Then the glory of Christ’s work in chapter 3, showing how our guilt and sinfulness is dealt with according to God’s righteousness. The reference to faith in His blood is an indication of the absoluteness of death. The Lord went into death and in doing so He removed from God’s eye the man that could never have part in the divine system. In chapter 4 God shows us the way into it. There cannot be any progress or understanding of Christianity on the ground of man’s mentality. It requires God to enter into your history morally and also it requires the gift of faith. And so chapter 4 brings in the great thought of the righteousness of faith, and having that we begin to appropriate what God 

has done and appreciate it. Then we come on to the wonderful chapter 5, bringing to light the administration of the dispensation of grace; the greatest administration that has ever existed in this world’s history. There is nothing to compare with it. Everything there is through Jesus Christ, it is administered through that Man. God has removed every other man from His sight, and really brought out the glory of the One Man, Jesus Christ. Everything in God’s operation and administration is through that Man, through Jesus Christ. Chapter 6 shows us how we get clear of the power of the world, and there it is a question of Christ Jesus. We are not taken out of the world, Romans has not that in mind, but it has in mind the adjustment of every relationship that the believer stands in with respect to the will of God. I say this for the help of the younger brethren. Jesus Christ is an operational title in the sense of the work that had to be done; in Christ Jesus is the result of that work. Chapter 7 is a most important chapter, it brings us into touch with the New Husband, and I trust we are all married in that sense, to the New Husband. He is our deliverer, not only as it says elsewhere from the coming wrath (1 

Thessalonians 1: 10), but He is the deliverer from the struggle that we find in ourselves, setting us free so that at the end of the chapter there is an outlook Godward, as it says “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ...”, Romans 7: 25. 

A brother speaking to me before the address referred to Romans 8, and I was thankful for it, having this in mind, and reminded me that the Spirit is mentioned eighteen times in Romans 8. That is not without significance; it is the Spirit’s chapter. There is no progress in Christianity apart from the Spirit. Young men and young women, if you want to progress spiritually you must have the Spirit. Romans 8 involves a new state, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8: 1), that involves your conscience, you have been so completely liberated and freed that your conscience has been freed, what a fine sense it is to have that. You know, even in the quietness of your own 

moments, thoughts can arise and you wonder about certain things and you arrive at this point where everything is cleared between yourself and God, what a wonderful thing. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death” (Romans 8: 2), now that is Paul saying that experimentally. It does not say ‘it has set us free’, but it 

“has set me free”. Paul could say that, but then we have to learn to say it too. True liberty is in this wonderful verse, “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”, Romans 8: 3. 

You might say ‘what does that mean’? It means that God has condemned sin in the flesh in me and you. That is something that we have to take account of, as believers, so that it has no place with us, and we are not hampered by it in our relationships with God (James Taylor New Series Vol. 24, p.85). You have power now to disregard it as you accept that God has condemned sin in the flesh. I know it has a wider bearing but nevertheless you must accept that He has condemned sin in the flesh in you. I leave that with you to think and pray about. 

Then the word says, “in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us” (Romans 8: 4), that is you have power now to do something. It is not merely the law of Sinai, it is the law of God. It is the obligation to live according to God down here. That is something that every believer must take to heart, that you have an obligation to live in relation to the will of God. Mr Darby said a very simple thing; he said ‘Christian responsibility is the responsibility of being a Christian’ (Collected Writings Vol. 17, p.315). 

That is if you have been brought onto the ground of Christianity, you are taking on responsibility to walk and act and speak in a way that pleases God. The wonder of the whole thing is that God has supplied the power that is needed to do that. As it says here, “who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit”, Romans 8: 4. God has condemned sin in the flesh and you have to learn to do that in your history, you have to learn to apply the death of Christ in its moral teaching in your soul history. It involves a new state for the believer, “according to Spirit”. I trust all of us are conscious that the Holy Spirit indwells us, for it is a power that God has given us to live according to that new state. 

I have selected out of the short passage that I read, three references to the Spirit. Firstly, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you”, I want to speak about that. Then it goes on to say—“but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. I would like to speak, secondly, of that. Then, further down, it says—“for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption”. These are the three things that I wish to speak to you briefly about. It has been pointed out in the good teaching that while there is one reference “God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts” (Galatians 4: 6), the place that the Spirit takes really is in the body of the believer; Christ has a place through faith in your heart, but the indwelling of the Spirit involves the Spirit in your body. That should have a great moral impact on your life. Where are you going to take Him, what are you going to do; the Spirit of God is dwelling in you. God has a great result in mind in the Spirit of God dwelling in you. I have to learn to give room to the Holy Spirit for Him to operate. I link it in my mind with the oracle in 1 Kings 6: 20. The oracle was quite a large place; it was twenty cubits by twenty cubits by twenty cubits—quite a large place. You might say what is the significance of it? Well, it was to give room for God to speak. 

That principle comes into the believer’s history; you have to learn to make room for the Holy Spirit, He is dwelling in you. You have to give Him room to operate and, as you give Him room to operate, there is a great foundational idea. I think what God has in mind, while it is not in the Roman epistle, is that you are going to have part in the house of God. When the Spirit of God came it involved the setting up of the house of God. You see the great foundational idea in Romans, how far it reaches. The Spirit of God dwelling in you; God has in mind that you should have part in His house, where He is known and where He is represented. That is a thing, beloved brethren, that we should be exercised about, that we might represent God rightly and that can only be by the Spirit of God dwelling in us. The human mind could not represent God rightly, however intelligent it may be, however well taught it may be, it could never represent God rightly. God is represented because the Spirit of God is dwelling in His people. I leave that thought with you. What I am trying to say is that there is something happening foundationally here in the operation of the Spirit that has great things in mind—there are so many thoughts that I could bring in. 

For instance, in the first chapter you read about “according to the Spirit of holiness” (Romans 1: 4), that is like a moral thread that is going to be woven right through in the fibre of the believer. So that in chapter 12, you yield your body up a living sacrifice; it is a holy matter. 

You see how the matter runs through and it goes on beyond that, it goes into the other epistles as well. I could also bring to your notice what Paul says later on, “But I know that, coming to you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of Christ”, Romans 15: 29. The teaching of the fulness of the blessing of Christ is not opened up in Romans exactly, it is opened up elsewhere, but what is being laid foundationally is that you might reach on to the great end that God has in mind. What is the fulness of the blessing of the Christ? I think it is sonship. 

That is God’s great end that man might be before Him in sonship for His own satisfaction. 

Now, the next thing I want to speak about is “if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. That again is a great characteristic fact. As having the Spirit of Christ, I think it is the Spirit of the anointed Man, the Spirit of the Man that God delights in. The Spirit of God dwelling in us is rather an objective thought, but the Spirit of Christ is subjective, it is the Spirit of a Man; not exactly the Spirit of God, although it is the same Person, but it is the Spirit of a Man and what a Man! One would seek to attract you to it, beloved brethren. What a Man! It is God’s thought that you should be characterised by the Spirit of Christ, the anointed Man; the Man who was here in perfect obedience to the will of God whose every act, whose every action, whose every motive was delightful to God. It is the Spirit of that kind of Man. You might say, Where is it all going to lead to? I think it leads to the body of Christ. The Spirit of God leads to the house of God, and having the Spirit of Christ leads you on to having part in the body of Christ. See how God works? Beginning in the believer and then it expands, the foundation carries you forward, and you carry the foundation forward, and you have part in the body of Christ. The house of God represents God; the body of Christ expresses Christ. It is a wonderful thing to have part in the body of Christ. A great deal could be said about that, but I leave the thought with you. I believe you can see how God is operating foundationally in a believer, securing each one of us and leading us on to have our part in the fulness of His own thoughts. 

Then it says, “for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. We are led by the Spirit here in the wilderness. We sometimes sing of it as a ‘trackless wild’ (Hymn 271). We were arrested in the reading by the thought of walking in the truth, and we can only do that in the power of the Holy Spirit as we are led by the Holy Spirit. Then it goes on to say, “For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. What you get there is the Spirit available to promote capacity in the believer. There is nothing in you naturally that pleases God, there is no power to do it, nature has no power to do it. However fine it may be, it has no power to do it. I am not speaking now of sinfulness, I am just speaking of what we are naturally. Do you share that thought with me? Do you feel the emptiness of that? Do you feel the impossibility? No matter how fine you may appear naturally, and there may be very fine features in you, there is no capacity to please God, no capacity to respond to God. 

We need the Holy Spirit, beloved brethren, we need the Spirit of adoption to give capacity to cry “Abba, Father”. How precious that is! I trust we use that title, it is a precious one, “but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. I think it involves the inwards of the believer responding to God in holy joy. You see the path that I have set out; you are representing God, you are expressing Christ, and the great end that God has in view is that you might reach God Himself. If the believer has reached God here, it can only be in the power of the Holy Spirit. It goes on to Ephesians 3 particularly, where there is a vessel that is “filled even to all the fulness of God”, Ephesians 3: 19. What wonderful capacity there is in that vessel; “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages, Amen”, Ephesians 3: 21. It is a divinely formed vessel, and then there is that in the believer that is divinely formed, so that we might have part, we may say, in the great aggregate. The glory of God’s work is in securing what His own heart delights in. I leave that word with us, beloved brethren. I feel it has been very feeble, perhaps not well expressed, but it is in my heart. The Spirit is mentioned eighteen times, I have only selected three. What glory if we could go through all eighteen of them, but there it is, it is for you to pursue it. 

I recommend you to read Romans and before you begin to read it, pray about it. That is how you make progress. It is not mystical, it is not magical. You do not get it by waving a wand. 

You have to work at it, but if your desire is right God Himself will help you, the Spirit of God will help you. Now I just leave these three thoughts with you. God is working to bring us through to have part in His house where we can represent Him; that is testimony. The important thing about the gospel is that it proceeds from the house of God. 

That is important ministry; it was attacked violently in 1905 or 1906 in Chicago. Some said that we preach the gospel to build the house. The house was formed when the Spirit came, and from there it says they spoke the word (Acts 4: 31). That is the glory of it. You see it in a wonderful way, that the gospel is going out from an area where God is known, and because He is known He can be represented. If you do not know God, you cannot represent Him. God is to be known in His house, and Christ is expressed in His body. The Spirit of God leads us, and the Spirit of adoption gives us capacity to cry “Abba, Father”, and then we go on to have part in a vessel that involves full capacity to contain the whole glory of the fulness of the revelation of God in Christ; it is “filled even to all the fulness of God”, Ephesians 3: 19. The whole scope of the revelation of God involves the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It is all there; that vessel filled, not with it, but even to it. There is still all the glory around, it is like the basket in the ocean, the ocean is all around, but the basket is full with it (see J.T. Vol. 55, p164; J.T. Vol. 59, p77). May we be stimulated, beloved brethren, to make room for the Spirit. That is my appeal—make room for the Spirit. There is no progress in Christianity apart from the Holy Spirit. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Grimsby
10 October 2009 

 


Scripture references

Romans 8:9-15 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live: [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God. [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:1 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:2 (JND) [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Romans 8:4 (JND) [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

Romans 8:4 (JND) [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

1 Kings 6:20 (JND) [20] And the oracle within was twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof; and he overlaid it with pure gold; and he overlaid the cedar-wood altar

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Romans 15:29 (JND) [29] But I know that, coming to you, I shall come in [the] fulness of [the] blessing of Christ.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Acts 4:31 (JND) [31] And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness.

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.



THE ASSEMBLY AS THE COUNTERPART OF CHRIST

A. M. Brown 

Genesis 2: 18, 21–23; Revelation 21: 9–11, 21–24, 2, 3; Ephesians 3: 9, 10; Colossians 2: 2 (from ‘to the full’), 3 

I seek to say a simple word, beloved brethren, as to the assembly; that great mystery that is made known in the present time. We had an impression where we broke bread on Lord’s day morning as to the assembly, and it was an impression that, I felt, grew and deepened as the service proceeded. There was reference in response to the Lord, to the assembly as His counterpart. His helpmate—what is for Him, for His delight and for His exclusive satisfaction, what is suitable to Him. The word ‘counterpart’ is not used in the scripture we read in Genesis, but we have “a helpmate, his like”, the translator puts in a helpful footnote which says—‘Or ‘counterpart’’. We also had some impression of the activities of the Holy Spirit as the One who adorns the assembly, filling our heart and mind with feelings and thoughts and intelligent responses that are entirely suitable to Christ and to His satisfaction. 

Then we had a very distinct impression of the assembly as the crown of God’s workmanship; a vessel, the contemplation of which would cause us to ascribe glory to God. These are majestic thoughts, deep and rich and wonderful thoughts and I cannot do justice to them, but I felt that these scriptures would bring before the hearts of all of us something of what God has in mind, what God sees and what the Lord Jesus sees in the assembly. 

That precious and august vessel is the product of intense activity on the part of divine Persons. These are the activities of God Himself for He is the author of both its concept and its consummation. In the purpose of the ages God Himself has envisaged this wonderful vessel for the completing of His thoughts in making man, so that there should be a completion and satisfaction of affection and longings; God had that thought. The assembly is the product of the original purpose and counsels of God. The apostle refers to that in speaking of things that have been hidden in mystery since the beginning. That is, these things were in God’s purpose and counsel, but are now made manifest in the present, wonderful dispensation. Then you have the assembly too as the result of the Lord’s 

expenditure, His giving all; He loved the assembly and gave Himself for it. God has purchased it with the blood of His own, that is with the blood of the blessed Lord Jesus. It is the result of His activity. There was a reference in prayer to the current operations of the Lord Jesus in nourishing and cherishing His assembly, and then also in sanctifying that blessed vessel through “the washing of water by the word”, Ephesians 5: 26. You might say these matters are the blessed current occupation and operation of the Lord Jesus. We see too how the assembly is the vessel in which the work of the Spirit is known and is responded to, and in which the adorning of the Spirit is seen. Spiritual impressions of Christ and spiritual responses are worked out in that vessel for God’s glory, and for the satisfaction of Christ by the Spirit. What a vessel she is! What a wonderful matter that such thoughts should be in the heart of God. They could only be His. We had something of that in the first hymn that we sang in the reading here on Lord’s day afternoon, 

‘What raised the wondrous thought, 

Or who did it suggest, 

That we, the church, to glory brought, 

Should with the Son be blest?’ (Hymn 92) 

The hymn goes on to say that these thoughts could only be God’s. No other mind could have the strength, the power for thoughts so bold, so vast and free. 

My desire is that I should have—and we all should have—an enhanced impression of what the assembly is. It is not a response to circumstances, or a product of expediency, or a solution to failure in any sense. The assembly has proceeded from the heart and mind of God Himself, and therefore the outgoing of the love of God and the love of the Lord Jesus; all that is involved in the assembly. The verses we have read in Genesis are very well known, and I cannot add to them nor can I add to what the brethren know about them. It is a most touching and striking reference typically, to the origin morally of the assembly. It is what has been taken out of Christ. The bone refers to what is moral. There 

is structure there, durability; it would allude to what is moral and the assembly is the moral counterpart of Christ. Now, just let that sink into our souls, how wonderful it is, that the One of whom we sang has a moral counterpart. 

‘That Name encircles every grace 

That God as Man could show’ (Hymn 6) 

What moral perfection and beauty and glory there is in Christ as Man, and the assembly is His counterpart. The assembly is taken out of His side, ‘what is next Thy heart’ (Hymn 160) as we sometimes sing. That moral substance and structure, speaking reverently, the moral structure of Christ Himself, becomes the structure of the assembly. What a matter—“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. The flesh would refer to what is formed and what is beautiful, what can be taken account of. If it was not for the bone, if it was not for what is moral, the flesh would be nothing, but the two go together in a most attractive way that is entirely suitable to Christ, His helpmate, His counterpart, His like. You might say from a natural viewpoint, what a wonderful matter it was that God should act in this way, “It is not good that Man should be alone”. Literally that was the case and God took account of it. But how infinitely greater it is that Christ as Man should have a counterpart, a bride, a wife entirely suited to Him, if these things had not proceeded from the mind and heart of God, no one could ever find the strength to imagine them. They are thoughts that are vast and free. Well, may they lay hold of us. 

In Revelation, we have read very well known passages. What we read first refers to the assembly seen at the beginning of the millennium in display, “coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. It speaks of her shining, and later on it speaks of her transparency. What features these are! We sang on Lord’s day morning, ‘The city shines with precious light’ (Hymn 258) You might say, it is characteristic of God Himself, for God who is light is seen there, “the lamp thereof is the Lamb”. It has often been said that the city acts like a lens, refracting the glory, the light that comes from Christ Himself. She is transparent, she is altogether morally in accord with that light, “the lamp thereof is the Lamb” and “Her shining was like a most precious stone”. The footnote says, ‘she as a light-bearer was’. What a tribute, what a testimony to the purpose and counsel of God, and to the work of Christ, and to the adorning operations of the Holy Spirit, that scripture can say such a thing of this creature vessel, ‘that she as a light-bearer was’. She shines with precious light. These are wonderful passages that well repay reading and contemplating. 

In the earlier reference, beginning in verse 2, we have a picture of the assembly at the ushering in of the eternal day. At that time, at the end of the thousand years, when the physical earth has, you might say, grown tired, the time comes for it to be rolled up. The heavens and the earth will be rolled up and a new heaven and a new earth of which the scripture says, “wherein dwells righteousness” (2 Peter 3: 13), will be inaugurated. God will make all things new and at that point, at the end of the thousand years, the assembly is seen in all the freshness and lustre of a bride adorned for her husband. It makes you think of the scripture that says, “having no spot, or wrinkle”, Ephesians 5: 27. There is no sign of age, no sign of any deterioration, but freshness in vitality and attractiveness; how attractive to Christ she will be. How attractive she is now. How attractive she will be when He presents her to Himself at the beginning of that wonderful period of display, how attractive and fresh to Him at the end of it. There will be no diminution, no falling away at all, but living affection maintained in perfect accord with Christ, and entirely for His satisfaction. These are wonderful matters that are completely outside our natural experience, but I believe that they are not foreign to our spiritual experience. We have some insight into these wonderful things, particularly on Lord’s day morning as we are engaged in the service of God. What is happening is that the assembly is functioning in freshness, brightness and clarity; marked by light, marked by love. The features that characterise God Himself, that were seen blessedly, and are seen blessedly in Christ, as Man, are seen in the assembly, that counterpart of Christ. 

You might say that is all in the future, what about now? The apostle Paul has intensely interesting things to say about the assembly. Everything about the assembly should interest us very much. One thing to say about it is that the assembly consists of every blood-bought saint, from Pentecost to the rapture, all those imbued with the Spirit; but the greater numerical part are asleep in Jesus at the moment, and we cannot see all the personnel of the assembly active, because most of them are asleep in Jesus, they are with Christ. Those of the body are here, that is Christ’s own on the earth now, that is His body currently, but the assembly consists of every saint from Pentecost to the rapture. What a wonderful gathering, not seen at the moment, but all will be seen on the earth for a moment, just in that twinkling of an eye as the dead saints are raised and we the living are changed at the coming of the Lord Jesus. That will be absolutely wonderful. It will be taken account of by eyes that are able to see it. The Lord will take account of that, and I think that we as among saints of the assembly will be able to take account of it. The world will only have the dimmest of impressions of something having happened and no doubt a lie will be spread about it. How blessed that all the personnel, all the saints of the assembly will be seen together. 

Now, you say that is future. Yes, but the blessedness of the realisation and the reality of it are to affect us now, as I think they affected Paul in these verses that we have read. He says, “that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God”, that is that the heavenly powers and principalities take account of the all-various wisdom of God in the assembly. Now, it is for us all to ponder that the 

undertakings of God Himself, and what He is working out in His wisdom, come into expression in the assembly and are taken account of by the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies. These things do not come into expression in the world. Nor does it say that they come into expression in the creation, although God’s wisdom and His power are seen there, but they are seen in the assembly. Now, what is God’s wisdom? Is it not seen in Christ? 

Christ has been made to us “God’s power and God’s wisdom”, 1 Corinthians 1: 24. The scripture could be spoken of in many blessed ways, but my impression is that God really brings the expression of Christ out in the assembly. Christ is, you might say, represented by the assembly here in a way that can be taken account of by these principalities and authorities in the heavenlies. Account is taken of these things now in the heavenlies. God Himself is taking account of what is to be seen operating, coming out and brought into expression in the assembly. 

Do I have an exercise that it might be true, that it might be practically worked out in my life and in my testimony? Then this applies particularly as we are together in assembly response. 

In one sense these thoughts are abstract, because we cannot see all the saints of the body or the assembly, even those of the assembly who are alive on the earth now, we cannot see them all, we do not know who most of them are. God knows every one of the saints and He is entitled to take an abstract view of them. He sees what is truly His work in each one, and He is able to see the aggregate of it, and something of His wisdom is seen and brought out. But the exercise that I have is that these things might not only be in our minds as blessed spiritual impressions in the abstract, but that we might be deeply interested in God’s thoughts as to the assembly and commit ourselves to them so that the all-various wisdom of God is seen and made known through the assembly. 

The verse in Colossians speaks of “the treasures of 

wisdom and of knowledge” being hid and this suggests that the assembly is a vessel of immense resource. That “the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge”—that is God’s wisdom and knowledge—are hid there—means that they are available and accessible to the saints of the assembly, in the Spirit I believe, “for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”, 1 Corinthians 2: 10. The resource that there is in Christ has been made available to us to draw upon and is available to this blessed vessel as it proceeds in its earthly pathway, its temporal journey. As we draw upon heavenly resource, then these stitches are being put into the garment that will be seen in display, the fine linen, “for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”, Revelation 19: 8. That weaving and embroidery is going on now. The resources of heaven, the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God are available to us. 

So we see that the greatness and grandeur and perfection of God’s purpose and counsel in all its scope and magnificence, perfect in every aspect, connects up with the pathway, the step by step pathway of saints here, as saints in committal are together in our knowledge of God and of the blessedness of serving Him. The concept and the consummation come together (see Hymn 370). Put it another way—what is objective, what proceeds from the mind and the heart of God on the one hand; and what is subjective, what is worked out in the experience and the feelings of the saints on the other, all come together. His ways serve His purposes, as we often say. The mind of God is being worked out in substantial reality so that Christ should have a counterpart, a helpmate His like. May these things be for our encouragement. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
26 January 2010 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:18-23 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like. [19] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought [them] to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like. [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Revelation 21:9-24 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. …

Ephesians 3:9-10 (JND) [9] and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things, [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

Colossians 2:2 (JND) [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God;

Ephesians 5:26 (JND) [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word,

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

1 Corinthians 1:24 (JND) [24] but to those that [are] called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God's power and God's wisdom.

1 Corinthians 2:10 (JND) [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.



THE IMPORTANCE OF RECEIVING THE LORD JESUS

C. K. Robinson

Luke 2: 25–32; John 14: 1–3 

We are gathered together today, beloved brethren and friends, for the burial of one whom we love, who truly was a beloved brother. What characterised that, drawing on the scripture that I have read in Luke 2, was that our beloved brother received the truth regarding the Lord Jesus into his affections and into his life. Simeon was a man in Jerusalem—our beloved brother has spent all his life in this city, in Glasgow—and from teenage years onwards he cherished the truth regarding the Lord Jesus Christ. I trust everyone here has a link with that blessed Man. In Luke 2 He is described as a child, “brought in the child Jesus”. This is the distinctive coming into manhood of a divine Person, into a condition in which He could accomplish and open up what was to be “a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”. A blessed Man has accomplished everything for God. He took up the liabilities that were on the race, shed His precious blood, and has laid a basis whereby many in this room, and millions of souls worldwide have found faith in that precious blood. They know that their history is dealt with before God, and they have the light and glory of another world and eternity before them. I trust everyone here has that. I just say that as an appeal to all. The opportunity now would be in an environment where there is much prayer and comfort to be proven, that you might for the moment just pause and consider the One whom Simeon embraced in his affections. Have you done that? May you do so, and may every one of us here freshly do so. 

Our brother embraced the truth regarding the Lord Jesus Christ. He embraced every truth that flowed out from that blessed Person. Our brother took into his affections the greatness and glory of the light of God in Jesus, and all that is opened up according to divine purpose. God has as a result secured everything both for His pleasure and for our eternal blessing. What a privilege, therefore, to receive such truth regarding Jesus into our minds and into our affections. What this gave Simeon, as it gave our beloved brother, was spiritual capacity. Simeon’s whole soul and being, we may say, lit up with the light and glory of all this. There he is with this precious child in his arms, embracing it—what a sight for heaven this is. Similarly, what a sight for heaven to consider that our beloved brother, as with many of us, through God’s mercy, have some appreciation of the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. How precious that is. And so he received him into his arms. This must characterise the life of a believer, and it characterised the life of our beloved brother. We can go back many years and consider and reflect upon his growth and spiritual capacity, and his availability under the hand of the Lord and the Spirit to bring out the truth regarding the Lord Jesus Christ. Whether it was to touch on John’s ministry regarding the divine family in sonship, whether to touch on Paul’s ministry and the greatness of the truth of Christ and the assembly and the purpose of God, or whether to touch on Peter’s ministry as to the truth of the kingdom and the house, our brother served His Lord and His people so well. 

All these truths grew from an understanding of the scope of Scripture, whether the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the gospels or the epistles. Our brother knew the Scriptures well and received Jesus as the Spirit of all Scripture. That is open to us all. 

And so we delight to be together in sympathy and in comfort, and have the desire that our beloved brother’s widow and family may prove comfort. He cherished a blessed Man who now is the centre of another world. Our brother has died but he is now with Jesus. The body is here but he is with his Lord and Saviour whom he served in his life. He desired he would be an influence, as I trust that every one of us desires to be, to draw souls away from this world, and attach them to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the centre of another world. Oh let us receive the truth regarding Jesus into our affections! What a stay it will be. We can reflect upon discipline coming into one and another’s lives, and how it has come into our brother’s life, but how he was given the capacity to endure. In this way the work of God becomes formed, and spiritual characteristics develop as the Spirit of Jesus Christ becomes formed in one and another. Oh, beloved brethren, let us all give ourselves more to the service of the Lord Jesus, and to that of the Holy Spirit, so that the characteristic features of Jesus might be formed in every one of us. Our brother received the truth regarding Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus has received our beloved brother to Himself. In John 14, the Lord Jesus says, “I go to prepare you a place ... I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. What a beautiful appeal of affection this is. The glory of the rapture is imminent, but our brother has gone a little ahead of us. The Lord Jesus, in a very, very personal moment, laid our beloved brother to sleep. He received him to Himself. And the Lord Jesus will come soon and He will receive us and all believers to Himself. We shall never be separated from our Lord and Saviour eternally. What a wonderful matter that is so let not our hearts be troubled. We may be anxious, we may be sad, but let us prove “ye believe on God, believe also on me”. We believe that the Lord Jesus, risen and glorified, will soon come from heaven and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we the living who remain shall be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4: 17). That is Paul’s presentation; and John here quotes the Lord Himself says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. What a heavenly portion is before us, beloved brethren. May these things encourage us. May comfort be proved. May every one of us have the desire to embrace the truths concerning the Lord Jesus Christ into our affections and into our lives, knowing anticipatively there is a moment coming when He will receive us to Himself. May these things encourage us all for His name’s sake.




Scripture references

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



THE FEELINGS OF THE LORD JESUS FOR HIS OWN






J. Webster 

John 11: 5, 11–14; Joshua 1: 1, 2 

I feel impressed, beloved brethren, to say a few words of encouragement and comfort for all of us, but especially for our sister and the family who are bereaved. There is no one who feels things like the Lord Jesus. It says in John 11, “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”. He loved them individually. He knows His own, He knows every one of us by name. At one point in this chapter Martha says, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11: 21). But the Lord’s hand was in it, and death came into this family. 

There was sorrow. We have been reminded that we do not sorrow as those who have no hope, but there is the sorrow, there is no doubt about that, and they felt the sorrow. Death had come into the family and they felt the loss. Now we feel the loss of our brother whom the Lord has taken. 

There are those who have known our brother much longer than I have, but I have known him for a considerable length of time, and we knew him as a brother and we knew him as a friend. 

It is a good thing to know something about friendship. It says, “there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother”, Proverbs 18: 24. I believe our brother knew the Lord Jesus in this way, and this is open to each of us. So the Lord says, “Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep”, but then He says plainly, “Lazarus has died”. In this chapter, of course, the Lord Jesus raised Lazarus. He raised him from the dead, and I have not the slightest doubt, beloved, that the Lord Jesus could raise our brother now if it so pleased Him. He has that power but He is taking the saints, one by one, in view of that moment when they are all going to be raised. 

What a moment that will be, when the Lord Jesus comes to give that assembling shout. We speak of it as the first resurrection. It says, “the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 16. What a moment! What a triumph for God as every blood bought saint stands on this earth—a testimony to what God can do. I trust every one here is in the great company of the redeemed—but if not you can be amongst them. There is a time coming when that will not be possible. No amount of money will buy it then, but it is available free now. It is available now through believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. And so the Lord says here, “Lazarus has died”. 

I refer to the scripture in Joshua because whilst there is the side that we feel the loss of our brother, the Lord has his feelings about the death of His saints. “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”, Psalm 116: 15. I just have this impression from this scripture as to what he meant to God, what he meant to the Lord. The time comes when the Lord puts in His claim. It was so with Moses, this man of God. What a man Moses was. But you think of God and the feelings that entered into this verse. It says, “Moses my servant is dead”. Think of God’s feelings in relation to that! And our brother is dead. He has served. It speaks in Timothy of being “sanctified, serviceable to the Master”, 2 Timothy 2: 21. I think our brother was one like that. So, I just commend this scripture to us dear friends, and brethren. 

Our brother has gone, he has died, but that is not the end. As soon as a believer dies, he is with Christ. Our brother is with Christ now. It is very clear that believers who have died are with Christ. There is a whole department there which is under the Lord. “To this end Christ has died and lived again, that he might rule over both dead and living”, Romans 14: 9. It is a whole area of things that is under the hand of this blessed Man, our Lord Jesus Christ. He died and lived again, “that he might rule over both dead and living”. You say, this man Moses died here and then you find him in Matthew 17, along with another man from another generation, Elias, and you say, ‘What is going on here’? 

Well, friend, there is another world, there is an unseen world. We see the things around us, we can take account of certain things. Things that are seen are for a time. Certain things, as far as our brother is concerned, are finished, but the things that are not seen are eternal. And so there is another world. There is an unseen world. Mr. J. N. Darby said, ‘What powerful, mighty Voice, so near, Calls me from earth apart’, Spiritual Songs p.1. So I would encourage us all, especially our young people here. Just remember this, Do not put all your energies into what relates to this world. There is another world and Christ is the centre of that world. Our brother is in it now. Paul says, “departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better”, Philippians 1: 23. Well, I would seek to encourage all of us at this time, especially our sister and the family, but also the brethren locally here in Glasgow who will have a tremendous miss. May all our hearts be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

John 11:5-14 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. [13] But Jesus spoke of his death, but *they* thought that he spoke of the rest of sleep. [14] Jesus therefore then said to them plainly, Lazarus has died.

Joshua 1:1-2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' attendant, saying, [2] Moses my servant is dead; and now, rise up, go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, into the land which I give unto them, to the children of Israel.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:21 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;

Proverbs 18:24 (JND) [24] A man of [many] friends will come to ruin but there is a friend [that] sticketh closer than a brother.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

2 Timothy 2:21 (JND) [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

Romans 14:9 (JND) [9] For to this [end] Christ has died and lived [again], that he might rule over both dead and living.

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,



THE DESIRES OF THE LORD JESUS

P. Martin 

John 17: 24; 21: 20–22 

I just seek, beloved, to say a word as to the desires of the Lord Jesus. We may come to an occasion like this and we may say, ‘Why?’ ‘Why?’. But the Lord Jesus has desires. He has desired that our brother should be with Him. He desired his company. All those that love the Lord Jesus will be with Him, as we have been reminded, but the Lord Jesus has exercised His right to have our brother with Him now. 

What a comfort that is! It was His doing. He did it. He put our brother to sleep, because, as He says here to the Father, “I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they behold my glory”. What a prospect is before us all, beloved, that we shall be with Him, to behold His glory. He has a right to claim His own. He had a right to put in His claim on our brother. He had established that through the work of redemption. He had secured our brother for Himself. He belonged to the Lord Jesus, because He had died for him. The Lord Jesus has died. There had never been a death like that. 

Everything for God and for us has depended upon the death of the Lord Jesus, and His rising again. Glorious, blessed Man! The Lord Jesus loved our brother so much that He went into death for him. I can say that He loved me also and shed His precious blood, in order that I might be cleansed from all that stood against me, and be set in perfect liberty in the light of a glorious, risen and exalted Man in the presence of God. And it is in the light of that, that the Lord Jesus says to the Father, “I desire that where I am they also may be with me”. Our brother could not be in a better place. He is with Christ as Paul says, which is “very much better”, Philippians 1: 23. But the Lord would speak to us as to our part here, and He has desires that we might be with Him now. Our brother knew what it was to be with the Lord in His testimony, He has desires that we might be with Him in His testimony. 

The Lord took Peter up for service. He was first among the apostles. But there is a moment here when Peter says, ‘What about somebody else?’. John was following. Peter says, ‘What about him?’. The Lord says to Peter, ‘You leave that to Me’, but you, “Follow thou me”. That would be a word to me, and perhaps it may be to someone else. Whilst we are waiting for Him to take us to be with Himself, our portion now, is to follow Him; to follow Him in His testimony, to take up the part that others have taken up before us. Scripture speaks of being “baptised for the dead”, 1 Corinthians 15: 29. That I understand would mean that whilst I cannot fulfil their personality, yet in committal to Christ, I would desire to take up the part that they took up, and fill it out to the glory of our Lord Jesus. There are ranks to be filled dear brethren. I would say to those that are younger, there are ranks to be filled, and the present moment calls for persons to put their hand to the plough and not to turn back. The Lord Jesus says, “what is that to thee? Follow thou me”. It is entirely personal. It comes to each one of us. 

May the Lord Jesus strengthen us. It is His desire, not only that we should be with Him eternally, but that we should be with Him now in having part in the testimony, and that we might prove support in His testimony as we are with Him. May it be so. May the Lord comfort us. We do not understand, always, the timing and the way in which He works things out, but we do know that the basis for what He does is His own desire. He desired to take our brother. It could have been any one of us, but He desired to take our brother. The Lord wanted his company, and He had a right to him because He had secured him for Himself. 

May each one of us know what it is to own that claim that the Lord Jesus has, and to be here for Him in the little time that remains. For His name’s sake. 

Words at the Burial Meeting of Gordon McKay, Glasgow
3 August 2010
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Scripture references

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

John 21:20-22 (JND) [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up? [21] Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what [of] this [man]? [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

1 Corinthians 15:29 (JND) [29] Since what shall the baptised for the dead do if [those that are] dead rise not at all? why also are they baptised for them?
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