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THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST

W. Lamont 

Acts 2: 32–37; 5: 30–33; Philippians 2: 9–11 

These three scriptures all speak about Jesus exalted. It is right that that blessed Man should be exalted in the presence of God. But first I would remind you that He was humiliated and was crucified. He said Himself, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”, Luke 24: 26. We must remember that the Man who has been exalted was first humiliated and crucified. He humbled Himself, but He was also humiliated. Think of that word being read by the Ethiopian eunuch from Isaiah 53, “In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth”, Acts 8: 33. What humiliation Jesus suffered in the judgment hall of Pilate! It has been rightly said that He was physically in the dock but morally Pilate was in the dock. In fact there and at the cross the whole human race was in the dock, the whole human race as well as Pilate was on trial, and yet it involved the humiliation of Jesus. 

His life was taken from the earth, who shall declare His generation? There will never, in that sense, be another like Him. In His manhood in flesh and blood He was absolutely unique, and that life has been taken from the earth, never to be repeated. He was a perfect, sinless, holy, spotless Man, under the eye of God for God’s pleasure. He was made the object of all the bitterness and hatred and humiliation that men could heap upon Him. Think of the perfection of the life of Jesus, yet it was taken from the earth, a remarkable expression, and “who shall declare his generation?” There will never be another like Him. In His present condition and as raised from among the dead, there are those who can have part in that order of manhood, 

“For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one”, Hebrews 2: 11. What a privilege that such as we can have part with Him in His risen manhood, in another order altogether, but there will never be another like Him as He was here. 

He was humiliated, that is something to think about! It touches one’s soul to think of it, to picture that scene in Pilate’s judgment hall. The Creator of the universe, the Saviour of the world was there in the presence of men. They said, “Away with this man and release Barabbas to us” (Luke 23: 18), they preferred a murderer. “Crucify, crucify him”, that was the cry against the holy, perfect, spotless Son of God, the One who was about to die on the cross in order that salvation might be made available for all. He was the One who for these three hours on the cross knew the abandonment by a holy God; He was the One who shed His precious blood. He was rejected and betrayed, forsaken by His own, humiliated by men; He turned to God His only resource, and found Himself forsaken. No wonder He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46; Mark 15: 34. I want to emphasise that word Me—why hast Thou forsaken Me? The only One who lived perfectly in the favour of God, and yet that One was forsaken. Mr. Darby said, (and I trust it is so in this room tonight), the answer to that cry is in the heart of every repenting sinner. Dear friend, it was because of you and me, because we were sinners, that God’s mercy toward us necessitated that His beloved Son should be forsaken on the cross. 

And it was not only for your sins and mine, but for the virus of sin that had invaded the universe. Even before man was on the earth, sin was in the universe; it came in when Lucifer, son of the morning, sought God’s place (Isaiah 14: 12–16). Men speak about the original sin, and they are referring of course to the fall of man in the garden of Eden; that is not the original sin, the original sin was when Satan, that ancient enemy, the ancient serpent, desired God’s place. Then the awful time came when by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death, and that is the situation today. But we are speaking of one glorious Man who has met the whole matter of sin in its totality, and met, also in totality, the whole power of death. Tonight we can speak triumphantly, and tell you about the One who has the keys of death and of hades, He is the living One (Revelation 1: 18). 

We are reading here about His being exalted, “This Jesus has God raised up”. I would like to say something briefly as to the name of Jesus. There is far more in it, I think, than we usually refer to. It is an allusion to His deity. You may say, I thought it was an allusion to His manhood. It is, but it is more than that, it is an allusion to His deity because the name means Jah the Saviour. Another has said that the Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Jesus of the New. So that blessed name Jesus is so lovable, so loved by millions and I trust it is loved by you. He is loved by me. It refers not only to His manhood and the lowly place that He took in manhood, but to the glory of who He is—“thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. His name means Jah the Saviour. In Matthew’s gospel that is shortly followed by His name Emmanuel, which means ‘God with us’. O, the glory of His Person! But in manhood He lived a perfect life, died on the cross, and shed His precious blood, in order that salvation might be proclaimed towards all, and tonight God is able to announce His righteousness towards all. O, what a God! He is showing forth His righteousness towards all and upon all those who believe (Romans 3: 22). Have you experienced God’s righteousness upon you because of the work of Another? Not in anything you have done or could do, but God’s righteousness is towards all and upon all those who believe, and He has set that blessed One forth, a mercy-seat. We are shut up to God’s mercy; we never could have atoned for one of our sins, not even one little sin, but He set Him forth 

a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. Have you faith in the blood of Jesus? I pin my faith on the blood of Jesus. Can you say that? Your only hope for salvation is in the precious spotless blood of the Saviour, a Lamb slain without spot, without blemish, the precious blood of Jesus. 

The One who suffered and went into death was raised again the third day, “This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all we are witnesses. Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God”. He is there as a Man in the presence of God. It is a wonderful thing to know that, He is there now. Whatever may happen in this world, whatever may take place in the affairs of men, whatever may happen in your life, does not affect one whit that there is a Man who has been exalted by the right hand of God. Only one Man, no other, has qualified morally to fill that place at the right hand of God, that one blessed Man, Jesus. 

Then “having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. Christianity was established on the principle of sight. You may say, I thought Christianity was a matter of faith, so it is. In our day it is a matter of faith, but it was firmly established on the principle of sight. Persons actually saw the Lord Jesus as raised from among the dead, and at the beginning they saw the evidence of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in a way that could not be denied, as Peter says, “he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. And he says,” God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”. That is He has put Him, without question, in a position as Man of absolute authority as Lord, and as Christ He is exercising that authority in blessing. 

Soon He will be seen in the world to come, in a quickly coming day, when the Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings, (Malachi 4: 2). Can you deny that healing is needed? No sensible person can, it is needed throughout the whole 

world. We were saying, recently that there are about seventy civil wars going on in this world at the present time! Some of them are temporarily inactive, but forty of them are raging. 

There is need for the Sun of righteousness to arise with healing in His wings, and bring in peace. But make sure of this, dear friend, that peace is solidly based on a moral judgment and in righteousness. Men cannot arrive at that; any peace that they arrive at is but a temporary matter. I do not want to go into history or politics but some of us were reminded, for instance, that the first world war when millions died was described as the war to end all wars. What folly, what a fallacy! Peace awaits the coming in of the Prince of Peace. 

I wanted to point out in these first two scriptures, and also in the last one, that there was a reaction. In the first one there is a reaction in persons who “were pricked in heart, and said ... What shall we do, brethren?”. That is their consciences were reached. The answer is in the glad tidings, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. The glad tidings are so simple. So their reaction here was positive. 

When we come to Acts 5, it says, “But they, when they heard these things, were cut to the heart, and took counsel to kill them”. A totally different reaction, but you will notice that what was said was almost similar, “The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom ye have slain, having hanged on a cross. Him has God exalted by his right hand as leader and saviour, to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins”. Peter was speaking to the Jews, persons who were guilty of the murder of Jesus. Now in this great day in which we live. 

God’s righteousness is towards all. O, the largeness of God’s heart; His righteousness is towards all, and upon all them that believe. 

I just bring in this solemn note, my friend, that you may beware. The glad tidings are preached to you in the goodness of God’s heart, in His mercy, and in the flow of His grace. 

What is your reaction? Are you going to say, “What then shall we do, brethren?” Are you going to repent? or are you going to refuse the glad tidings? Stephen saw the Lord Jesus standing, He was not sitting. He was standing ready again to appeal to them, and they deliberately murdered Stephen. Stephen said to them, “ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, ye also”, Acts 7: 51. They could not resist the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke; it would be beyond dispute, but what it raised was the hatred and incurable character of the human degenerate heart as away from God. Friend, do not be like that tonight, let the glad tidings into your heart. “Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”. Paul could say, “of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. Accept the word, it is for your blessing. God has nothing in His mind but the best for you. Satan has in his heart the worst for you, he wants to destroy you, but God wants to bless you. 

We turn now to Philippians, a passage well known, regarding the One who emptied Himself. 

As subsisting in the form of God, He did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God (another reference to His deity). What the form of God means no human mind can understand, or ever will, it is beyond creature thought. But then the One who was God as to His Person, on an equality with God, “emptied himself”. What could be said about that? Mr. Darby says in a note in his translation of the Bible, ‘I have no doubt all this is in contrast with the first Adam’. Then the next thing it says is, “taking a bondman’s form”, which is most affecting. Someone referred to that as excess; He went far beyond what He needed to, that was the Lord Jesus. It laid hold on Paul’s soul and it is the truth. It reminds us of the Hebrew bondman, who said, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. That is the attitude of the Lord Jesus as a bondman. He would not go free until He had secured what was for the heart of God and what was for the blessing of you and me. 

Well, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him”. We have been reading of His being exalted. Paul adds a further touch, highly exalted Him. Who could describe what is involved in that?— highly exalted Him. No philosophical mind, grammatical mind, could understand the full meaning of those words, “highly exalted him”. “God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”. 

Now I want you to note the urgency of the glad tidings at the present time. We often quote it, will bow, of course every knee will bow, that is future, but every knee should bow makes it present. That is the object of the glad tidings being preached, that right here and now “every knee should bow” to Jesus. My friend, you are not being forced to do so, that is the grace of God, the illimitable grace of God. He could do so, He could even in this day in which we live force us to bow the knee to Jesus. Remember how Joseph, a figure of Christ (the name he was given meaning Saviour of the world, or Revealer of secrets, or Sustainer of life) was made to ride in the second chariot in Egypt and they cried, Bow the knee (Genesis 41: 43). They had to do so or die, be without food, because he kept the storehouses. My friend, your future for blessing lies in the hand of Jesus, and I appeal to you because if you do not bow the knee to Him now you will miss the blessing, you will miss the opportunity. So every knee should bow. There is no question about it that every knee will bow “of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings”, not a creature left out. No one will escape. 

Then it says, “and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”. Paul says, there are gods many and lords many, I do not need to tell you that the world is full of them, persons who are idolised. There is only 

One who is Lord, and the confession of Him is “to God the Father’s glory”. Your blessing and mine is somewhat incidental; the end God is working to is to secure what is for His own glory. So that if we bow the knee to Jesus and confess with our tongue that He is Lord, it is to God the Father’s glory. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Bo’ness
2 October 1994 

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:32-37 (JND) [32] This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all *we* are witnesses. [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear. [34] For David has not ascended into the heavens, but he says himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand [35] until I have put thine enemies [to be] the footstool of thy feet. [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren?

Acts 5:30-33 (JND) [30] The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom *ye* have slain, having hanged on a cross. [31] Him has God exalted by his right hand as leader and saviour, to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins. [32] And *we* are [his] witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him. [33] But they, when they heard [these things], were cut to the heart, and took counsel to kill them.

Philippians 2:9-11 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Isaiah 14:12-16 (JND) [12] How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning! Thou art cut down to the ground, that didst prostrate the nations! [13] And thou that didst say in thy heart, I will ascend into the heavens, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit upon the mount of assembly, in the recesses of the north; [14] I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High: [15] none the less art thou brought down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit. [16] They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee; they shall consider thee, [saying,] Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that shook kingdoms;

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

Acts 7:51 (JND) [51] O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, *ye* do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, *ye* also.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Genesis 41:43 (JND) [43] And he caused him to ride in the second chariot that he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee! and he set him over all the land of Egypt.



FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

R. Taylor 

1 Corinthians 13: 13; 14: 1; 1 Thessalonians 5: 4–11; 1: 2, 3; Galatians 5: 5–10; Colossians 1: 3–5 

You will notice in each of these passages there is a reference to faith, hope and love. These three things are basic characteristics, we might even say principles, of the Christian position. 

They would be what would mark a Christian however dark and difficult the days may be. We can increase in our faith, hope and love. They are also capable of being suppressed. Faith may become dulled, we may lose our hope and joy, and we may be lacking in love. These things each of us would know something of in our varied histories. I believe the Lord may encourage us now that they may increase with us as using them. Each believer has been given a measure of faith, and hope, and love. The gospel has brought that to us. 

Once we had no hope. May the sense that we were once without God, without Christ and without hope in the world, enhance the glad tidings to us in all its wealth and blessedness that our faith and hope should be in God (1 Peter 1: 21). How God has come on to the view of the believer, changing his outlook on this world and his circumstances. Peter was writing to people who would have much to discourage them. We think we are in difficult times, but I think they were in even more difficult times, chased out of their country into foreign soil. Peter was writing to encourage them, that their faith and their hope might be in God. He is the great spring and source of these three things. They flow from God’s heart of love and He has given them to us richly. Faith really reacts to divine light. Light comes into the soul and faith answers to the light. Growth and prosperity flow from that. “Abraham, being called, obeyed” (Hebrews 11: 8), and you see what a great line of things he came into. He moved in answer to the call of God, and he came into great wealth, and God loved to speak to him. Abraham’s faith was nourished by divine speaking. God spoke to him again and called to him a second time (Genesis 22: 15). 

In Thessalonians Paul rejoiced as seeing the evidences of faith, hope and love among them. So here I would use this passage to speak about our individual enjoyment and expression of these features. Paul would say that we have all been given it. How are we using it? There were with the Thessalonians certain doubts and fears, and they may come into our minds too. 

The enemy is ever active to sow tares among the wheat, bringing in doubts as to the truth, doubts as to the verity of Christ’s place above, and doubts as to the truth of the assembly working here in a broken day. Paul is bringing home to them the need for using faith, he says, “putting on the breastplate of faith and love”, put it on to guard our affections. You cannot speak about the breastplate without thinking of Exodus 28. There the breastplate of judgment was on the heart of the great high priest, set with the names of the children of Israel. What a strength to faith that is, to think of our place on the heart of Christ; we have a place in the heart of Christ that is unchanging. Those stones were set there never to be removed, nor to lose their shining. Faith would connect very quickly with that, that we have a place in the heart of Jesus above. Think of Him saying to His disciples, “I go to prepare you a place ... I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”, John 14: 2, 3. 

That is a great armour against what may be coming in to deflect our affections. He says, “putting on the breastplate of faith and love”. It means you have it within your power to put it on. How beautifully these things are bound together so often in the Scriptures, “faith and love”, the one leads into the other. Faith is a very fine thing. In Romans it says, “the righteousness of faith speaks thus” (Romans 10: 6); it does not entertain doubts nor does it spread anything among the saints that would discourage them. It directs the heart to another Source and another world altogether. Look at the language of faith in Hebrews 11, in those persons as they looked for a city. It says about those persons that they died in faith. What a fine way to finish! It is very instructive that there is a whole chapter given to each of these two things. Hebrews 11 given over to faith, 1 Corinthians 13 given over to love, that we may appreciate those features, that we may enshrine them, that we may use them as a breastplate. 

A breastplate or shield, as it speaks of it elsewhere, can quench the wicked darts of the devil (Ephesians 6: 16). Faith would not entertain things that would divert our affections from Christ. It would immediately rise up like a weapon the believer has against doubts, or what would come in to discourage and spoil our affections for Christ, the heavenly, glorious Man. Paul is encouraging them to use it. 

Then he says, “and as helmet the hope of salvation”. Hope is always looking ahead and faith makes it real. Scripture says that, “faith is the substantiating of things hoped for”, Hebrews 11: 1. The hope that we are speaking of is not like the hope that men may have, of hoping something will happen. The hope that we are speaking of is something that is centred in Christ above, “Christ Jesus our hope”, 1 Timothy 1: 1. It is in a Person. The Spirit would direct our hearts to what is centred firmly in the Man who has been exalted above. Hope would find nothing here. What we hope for is future, and yet faith gives us the present enjoyment of it. We hope soon to be with Christ, but by faith we know something of the experience of Him being with us in our present circumstances. Hope is nourished as room is made for the Spirit. Mr. Darby says— 

‘O bright and blessed hope! 

When shall it be 

That we His face, long loved, 

Revealed shall see?’ (Hymn 160) 

What a hope the believer has! It is not that things will get better here; but everything is secured there, and our portion is secured in Him where He is. We are waiting the time when we shall be in the fulness and blessedness of what that hope is. So there is a helmet to put on to guard our minds and thoughts from anything that would becloud that hope. Peter speaks of some saying that the Lord is delaying (2 Peter 3: 9). Now hope would put a helmet on against that. We do not say the Lord is delaying as men account of delaying, but He is long-suffering. 

Hope already in the heart of the believer links us with a fixed condition centred in Christ above where He is. Now Paul is showing us here how this is to affect us individually. Each of us is to be exercising what has been given us in the way of faith, and hope, and love. 

Now it speaks in these other passages of how it works out in the local position. Paul, in speaking about it in chapter 1 of 1 Thessalonians, refers to their “work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope”. What a fine atmosphere in the local meeting. As difficulties arise they are met by the work of faith. We serve one another in faith. Souls may get discouraged, but we are not to lose sight of them. You may say, There are not many there tonight, it is hardly worth going to the meeting. The work of faith would be that you would be there, bringing your own contribution to enrich the local position, where we have persons working together in faith, hope and love. See how these things work together! Faith enables a labour of love to go on. 

You may say there is not much encouragement; you may feel there is not much appreciation for what you do. Well, “the work of faith, and labour of love” does not cease because there is not much response to it. 

Paul’s service to Corinth was a great “work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope”. You can see these things blending in the apostle’s labour, indeed to the Thessalonians, but to Corinth especially when there was not much to encourage. You think of him labouring there among them those eighteen months. The Lord had told him there was much people in that city. He might have said many nights, I wonder where they are, I am not seeing them, but he went on working in faith. That is how we would carry one another, working in faith, so that what is there will be nurtured and grow by the labour of love. So may we be encouraged to work in faith. Work without faith will not stand, but the work of faith will bear fruits. So Paul was rejoicing in seeing it among these Thessalonians, young Christians, but their work was in faith and their labour was in love and enduring constancy of hope. 

I think faith looks at things in a way that would allow the Spirit to come in and bring clarity in our judgments, and give us power in the resolving of difficult matters. In Galatia, the liberty of the Spirit was hindered through the lack of faith. They were beginning to fall back on themselves and how men would do things. Paul has to bring them up to their true position, “ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus”, Galatians 3: 26. So here he is encouraging them as it says,” For we, by the Spirit, on the principle of faith, await the hope of righteousness”. How the Spirit delights in the midst of difficult conditions to bring home to us in a real and living way the light and blessedness of another day, to sustain the saints through this whole dispensation; “the hope of righteousness”, alluding, no doubt, to the hour when all things will be put right, looking on to the time when He who should be reigning now will reign in all the glory and blessedness of His person. Unrighteousness prevails here, but the hope of righteousness looks on to His kingdom, when He will shine in His glory, and He will not shine alone. As He appears, the saints will be with Him. Hope would make that day very real to our hearts amidst these difficult times that we are in. It includes the thought that those who have been persecuted here will then be reigning with Him in that day. The measure in which 

“the hope of righteousness” is embraced in our affections means it will prevail in the local company today, as we give place to the Spirit. He is a divine Person here to sustain faith, hope and love, and to maintain us in relation to another world of which Christ is the centre. 

May we value the Spirit’s service to maintain in the hearts of believers now what will prevail in that day to come when Christ will reign, and reign with His saints. 

May these things operating in the local company help us so that no elements that would bring the saints into bondage are allowed, but that there may be in all our gatherings, in the exercise by the Spirit of faith, hope and love, an increase in the enjoyment of our true position as sons, to enjoy the liberty that divine grace has called us into, “faith working through love”. The great spring of all these things is love, which the Spirit has shed abroad in the heart of the believer. The question used to be often raised. What is your stock of love? I believe it can be raised about each of these things. What is your stock of faith, of hope, and of love? There should be a supply of it, a reservoir of it, as it were, in the heart of the believer, but too in the local company. So that as questions come up there is someone able to bring in a word of faith, a word of hope and love that would meet every situation. I believe they are part of the divine furnishings that have been given to us. 

In Colossians Paul says, “having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus”, not faith in themselves, but faith in the exalted Man, the Man who has been rejected, disowned, disallowed in this world. As Peter says, “the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of the corner”, 1 Peter 2: 7. That is where our faith is, in Him, where He is, the anointed Man, “faith in Christ Jesus”. We may be in circumstances where we are feeling the reproach, but our faith is in Christ Jesus. As God has exalted Him the saints too will be honoured in bodies of glory. Difficulties that come in are met in this fine way by, “faith in Christ Jesus”. 

And then he says, “the love which ye have towards all the saints”. Think of these expanded affections, not only love for God and love for Christ, but love for the brethren. That is how these things operate, they operate in the circle of the local company. We would embrace all in our hearts. There is nothing sectarian or parochial about that, “the love which ye have towards all the saints”. 

You can see the believers in Colossians were being expanded into the wealth and glory of the inheritance. They were overcomers, they had overcome the pressures and sorrows of the wilderness and the trials of the desert. Their life was hid with the Christ in God (Colossians 3: 3), and from that realm, having enjoyed divine affections, they themselves were coming out in love towards all the saints, “on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens”. Things are passing here, but the hope of our eternal home gives us to be active now in faith and love. It brings you back to Hebrews 11, where you can see faith substantiating the hope that was before them and enabling them to endure. It is a sure blessed hope indeed that nothing of time or man or breakdown can ever alter. May the blessedness of it be increasingly in our affections, to enable us to labour in faith and love on account of the great Centre in which our faith is placed, “faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”. 

Well Paul says, “Follow after love”, follow after it, as if it is the great leader in the believer’s life, that he has come to know love. In the coming day, when hope is realised, faith and hope shall cease, but then love will be enjoyed without alloy. There will be nothing to divert or discourage it. In the meantime we are to, “Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual manifestations, but rather that ye may prophesy”. I believe the working of faith and hope and love would make room for greater spiritual manifestations among us, enabling our hearts to expand into the glory and blessedness of our heavenly position making room for the prophetic word. 

You think of Caleb and Joshua in Numbers 13 and 14, when the people were despising the good land, and you can see there something of faith, and hope, and love in these two men; it enabled them to bring in a word of prophecy. Amidst all the confusion and voices that were being raised Caleb says, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land”, Numbers 14: 8. Think of the people wanting to go back to Egypt, but Caleb says, it “is a very, very good land” (Numbers 14: 7). There was a man of faith, and hope, and love, encouraging the saints to go forward. So as these things are made room for by us individually and collectively, I believe the prophetic speaking will be more marked as linking our hearts with the glory and blessedness of our heavenly calling, encouraging us through the days of darkness until that day when we see Him in His glory. Then we shall see, no longer through a dark glass obscurely, but face to face (1 Corinthians 13: 12). Then we shall know in fulness what faith, hope, and love give us some foretaste of now. May it increase with us in its preciousness, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Rotherham
4 March 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 13:13 (JND) [13] And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the greater of these [is] love.

1 Corinthians 14:1 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy.

1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 (JND) [4] But *ye*, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you as a thief: [5] for all *ye* are sons of light and sons of day; we are not of night nor of darkness. [6] So then do not let us sleep as the rest do, but let us watch and be sober; [7] for they that sleep sleep by night, and they that drink drink by night; [8] but *we* being of [the] day, let us be sober, putting on [the] breastplate of faith and love, and as helmet [the] hope of salvation; [9] because God has not set us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, [10] who has died for us, that whether we may be watching or sleep, we may live together with him. [11] Wherefore encourage one another, and build up each one the other, even as also ye do.

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (JND) [2] We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you at our prayers, [3] remembering unceasingly your work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope, of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father;

Galatians 5:5-10 (JND) [5] For we, by [the] Spirit, on the principle of faith, await the hope of righteousness. [6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love. [7] Ye ran well; who has stopped you that ye should not obey the truth? [8] The persuasibleness [is] not of him that calls you. [9] A little leaven leavens the whole lump. [10] *I* have confidence as to you in [the] Lord, that ye will have no other mind; and he that is troubling you shall bear the guilt [of it], whosoever he may be.

Colossians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, [5] on account of the hope which [is] laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings,

1 Peter 1:21 (JND) [21] who by him do believe on God, who has raised him from among [the] dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God.

Hebrews 11:8 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going.

Genesis 22:15 (JND) [15] And the Angel of Jehovah called to Abraham from the heavens a second time,

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

John 14:2-3 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Romans 10:6 (JND) [6] But the righteousness of faith speaks thus: Do not say in thine heart, Who shall ascend to the heavens? that is, to bring Christ down;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

Ephesians 6:16 (JND) [16] besides all [these], having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one.

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

1 Timothy 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ, according to [the] command of God our Saviour, and of Christ Jesus our hope,

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Galatians 3:26 (JND) [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

1 Peter 2:7 (JND) [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner,

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Numbers 13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Send thou men, that they may search out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel. Ye shall send a man of every tribe of his fathers, each a prince among them. [3] And Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran: according to the commandment of Jehovah, all of them heads of the children of Israel. …

Numbers 14 (JND) [1] And the whole assembly lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. [2] And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole assembly said to them, Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! or in this wilderness would that we had died! [3] And why is Jehovah bringing us to this land that we may fall by the sword, that our wives and our little ones may become a prey? Is it not better for us to return to Egypt? …

Numbers 14:8 (JND) [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey;

Numbers 14:8 (JND) [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey;

Numbers 14:7 (JND) [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land.

1 Corinthians 13:12 (JND) [12] For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been known.



SALVATION

W. McKillop 

Luke 19: 9, 10; Isaiah 12: 3; 26: 1; Psalm 132: 16 

The thought of salvation appears in these passages. This is quite understandable by those who know God, because He is the Saviour God. Indeed the apostle Paul speaks of Him as “our Saviour God”. I desire that every person of responsible age here would be able to join in saying “our Saviour God”. God values the fact that some of us can say “our Saviour God”, but in the greatness of His mercy and grace He is thinking of all men. It says, “... our Saviour God, who desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. God, as a Saviour God, is thinking of these two things in regard of all men. 

First, that they should be saved and second, that they should come to the knowledge of the truth. It never was the divine thought that persons should be saved from their sins but then fail to come to the knowledge of the truth. Morally there is little value in knowing that your sins are forgiven unless you progress in the knowledge of the truth. Knowing that your sins are forgiven is not a matter to be regarded lightly, but it is possible to say that your sins are forgiven and then to go on in your pathway indistinguishable from persons who are lost. 

Hence the importance of coming to the knowledge of the truth. God has that in mind for all men, that all men should be saved, saved from Satan’s power. We have to remember that the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving. God would save all men from that. Think of your being darkened as to God by the god of this world and eventually standing before the great white throne and being consigned to the lake of fire. It is very solemn to think that the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving. Although God is approaching all men with a view to saving them and bringing them to a knowledge of the truth, those who are blinded by the god of this world are among the lost. There is hardly a more solemn matter to think of than that there is a class of persons that scripture calls the “lost”. They will never be saved, they are the “lost”. There is scarcely a more terrible word in Scripture to describe persons. But God is approaching all men that they might be saved, that they might know salvation, and come to a knowledge of the truth. 

Satan’s great weapon from the time that the serpent entered the garden in Genesis 3 has been to exploit man’s ignorance of God. The serpent said, “Is it even so, that God has said ...?” He did not deny what God had said, but he raised the question in their minds, “Is it even so, that God has said ...?” I suppose one form it takes today is that men say a God of love could not consign persons to eternal judgment. The truth is if He were not a God of love He would not; but because He is a God of love He must act in accord with His own nature for His love is a holy love. There would be no righteousness in God to overlook wickedness in man. Nor did He, for the cross of Christ shows that God brought the whole issue of good and evil to a crux there. In the cross of Christ, He demonstrated in His judgment of sin in the Sin-bearer that He is righteous and holy. But He also demonstrated in that perfect sacrifice offered for sin that He is a God of love and He has come out to all men that they might be saved. The apostle says he was “not ashamed of the glad tidings; for it is God’s power to salvation”, Romans 1: 16. God desires that all men should be saved and the glad tidings are His power to salvation. 

The glad tidings bring home to the conscience of every repentant sinner that he is a sinner and worthy only of judgment. But they bring home to him, too, that God in His love has provided a righteous sacrifice for him, and on the principle of faith he will prove that the glad tidings are God’s power to salvation. So the apostle says, “God’s power to salvation, to every one that believes”. In Luke the Lord Jesus, the Salvation of God, came to the house of Zacchaeus and said to him, “Today salvation is come to this house”. The Lord has come into this preaching to say to someone here today, Salvation is come to your house. I do not pretend to know the circumstances of every household here but the Lord knows. He has come into this preaching to say to somebody, “Today salvation is come to this house”. 

All of us who have households then, I think would rightly say. Is it my house? Maybe somebody here could not leave with a more cheering word in his heart than that the Lord has said to him, “Today salvation is come to this house”. He is thinking about you in regard of your house and He is saying that you are a son of Abraham, you are in the line of faith. If you travel back home in the faith that He has said something to you, you will find that salvation has come to your house. It never was God’s thought that only Zacchaeus should be saved in his house, the Lord never limited it to that. He said he is a son of Abraham, but “salvation is come to this house”. And so I commend that word to you. 

The passage in Isaiah 12 on salvation involves that we come in touch with a system of joy. “In that day”, it says, “... with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation”. The woman in John 4 found a well of salvation as she met Jesus at Sychar’s well. It was not the well of salvation, but she found a well of salvation in the One who said, “thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water” (John 4: 10). These wells of salvation involve living water. John 4 is that the water becomes in the recipient a well of water springing up into eternal life. But here there is a great system of wells of salvation. 

When the children of Israel came out of Egypt, they came to Elim where were twelve wells and seventy palm trees (Exodus 15: 27). As coming to this preaching, we have come in touch with a system of wells out of which we can draw the waters of salvation with joy. You can look round this room and you can see persons who embody the thought of a well of salvation. 

They are free of the power of Satan, they are free of the power of the world, they are free of the power of the flesh, and they provide something that affords salvation as you come in contact with them. In John 7 the Lord said of him that came to Him and believed on Him, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7: 38). That is a wider thought for the individual than John 4. It is not only what is within the person but what flows out of him. But there is a divine system, “the wells of salvation”, and it is within the reach of persons who want to avail themselves of it, “with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation”. How wonderful to be in touch with the divine system, which is working subjectively in the saints, and find that you can draw water and do so with joy. It is not the water of Egypt; that river was turned to blood, pointing to moral death. There is no problem with this water, it is an expansive spiritual system in the souls of persons available to us. We can draw water out of it. You never need to be an unsatisfied person when you are in proximity to the divine system of these wells of salvation. How wonderful of God to put within our reach, in the Spirit, in persons, something that provides lasting satisfaction. 

Isaiah 26 presents another point of view involving salvation. “In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah”. The land of Judah is the area of divine sovereignty. God has sovereignly taken us up and, in a typical sense, He has placed us in the land of Judah, His sovereign selection. Judah represents where the service of God is carried on. David was of the tribe of Judah, he represents the acme of moral excellence in the Old Testament. The surpassing excellence of the humanity of Jesus characterises that land. The Lord has come in relation to the sovereignty of God and His action in this preaching is in that connection. This song is a mutual one, it is sung in the land of Judah. It is sung where persons appreciate the sovereignty of God. And what are they singing? “We have a strong city”. Have you ever thought of the assembly in that light? You might Say, Well, I do not think my locality is like that. But you want to have the divine viewpoint about the city. “We have a strong city”, that is the assembly. The song goes on, “salvation doth he”, that is God, “appoint for walls and bulwarks”. Almost ninety years ago now in Chicago, Mr. Taylor ministered that salvation is in the assembly, not meaning that you do not need salvation from your sins through faith in the blood of Christ, but meaning that the Spirit of God has established an area down here, consequent upon the glorification of Christ, where you can be saved from the world. The walls are salvation, “salvation doth he appoint for walls and bulwarks”. How protected we are as we come into this strong city! God has made its walls and bulwarks salvation. We often say the wall points to separation which is quite right, but the wall also embodies the thought of salvation. If you are separated from something, it also means that you are saved from it. What we mainly need to be saved from in our day is the working of the religious mind and will of man that gives verbal assent to the truth in part, and then he proceeds to do his own will. This city involves that we are saved from that. That is wonderful salvation. Someone who is in this strong city and singing this song and appreciating the sovereignty of God in putting him in it could never one day get up and say, I am leaving all this, I am not going on with it. That would be morally unthinkable to any one who appreciates the strong city. I would encourage us to be determined spiritually that we are going to stay in this strong city and sing this song until the Lord comes. It is the best occupation we could have. 

I referred to Psalm 132 because God is thinking about His priests, persons who are acting for Him, persons who are thinking about His rights, and persons who are thinking about His own portion. Mr. Ray wrote me a letter saying his great exercise is that we should be more and more concerned about what is for God, about a portion for God. That is the great concern of the priests. 

If you look at priestly function, as spoken about by Moses, you will see that it is principally Godward. Priesthood has a bearing on persons, as it says in Hebrews, who are ignorant and erring. Priestliness would take into account the need of those persons and help them. But the main point about the priest is that he is thinking about what is for God and the only thing really that a priest would present to God is Christ. No priest clothed with salvation would bring anything to God that was other than Christ. In a certain sense you see a priest clothed with salvation in Abel who offered the firstlings of his flock. Christendom is bringing what is abhorrent to God. The product of the flesh, whether it be educated or theologically trained is abhorrent to God. The priest clothed with salvation is free of all that and he is bringing only one thing to God for His pleasure, and that is Christ. David said, “Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness” (Psalm 132: 9). God has done that in the glad tidings. He has clothed us with righteousness, with Christ. In answering David’s prayer, God says, “I will clothe her priests with salvation”. Not only righteousness, that is foundational, but salvation, which really would mean that we are free of every feature of the first man, we are motivated by the Holy Spirit, and as ministering to God we are bringing Christ in all His preciousness and all His excellencies to God. The offerings suggest variety as to the excellencies of Christ and His preciousness to God. Priests clothed with salvation would be exploring that in their own experience that they might bring it to God. So he says, “and her saints shall shout aloud for joy”, it is a shout of triumph. You can see how salvation flows from one thing to another. 

Salvation in the house, wells of salvation, a strong city whose bulwarks are salvation, and priests clothed with salvation. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Adelaide
3 April 1994 

 


Scripture references

Luke 19:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Isaiah 12:3 (JND) [3] And with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

Isaiah 26:1 (JND) [1] In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation doth he appoint for walls and bulwarks.

Psalms 132:16 (JND) [16] And I will clothe her priests with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Romans 1:16 (JND) [16] For I am not ashamed of the glad tidings; for it is God's power to salvation, to every one that believes, both to Jew first and to Greek:

Isaiah 12 (JND) [1] And in that day thou shalt say, Jehovah, I will praise thee; for though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou hast comforted me. [2] Behold, God is my salvation: I will trust, and not be afraid; for Jah, Jehovah, is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation. [3] And with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Exodus 15:27 (JND) [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 7:38 (JND) [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Isaiah 26 (JND) [1] In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation doth he appoint for walls and bulwarks. [2] Open ye the gates, and the righteous nation which keepeth faithfulness shall enter in. [3] Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed [on thee], for he confideth in thee. …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 132:9 (JND) [9] Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and let thy saints shout for joy.



EXTRACTS

So I ventured to read in Philippians, a book that may be likened to the book of Psalms, only on a higher plane—a book that should be read even from the beginning of the believer’s pathway. It is a book of experience. The Psalms are that, too, but the epistle to the Philippians is experience on a higher plane and much more compressed. In no life have we got compression as in the life of Jesus, and this epistle touches on that life, from the moment of His decision to empty Himself, being in the form of God; from that moment until the cross, yea, the exaltation, we have the life of Jesus in a few short verses. It is infinity put into a few verses, as I might say, but enough to give us an inlet into that life. A day of that life was more in the divine account than a millennium of a life like mine. Contrast the life of Methuselah, 969 years, and the life of Jesus! The life of Jesus was, in point of time, but a very small part of the life of Methuselah; but the one was attenuated so that the Holy Spirit says nothing beyond the years. 

The life of Enoch was three hundred years after he begat a son; Methuselah lived all these three hundred years, but the Holy Spirit lights on nothing as reflecting the life of his father. A long life, nearly three times that of his father, but his father’s life was “with God”—he “walked with God”; but Methuselah’s life was featureless. We do not want that; we want our lives filled with the will of God; and not the will of God in a perfunctory sort of way, but for His pleasure. Our wills enter into it, so that our lives are full, if need be compressed, for God reckons by days and by millenniums. One “day is with the Lord as a thousand years”, but that must be a day into which much enters; it cannot be a day barren of results for Him. God never intended any day to be barren of results for Him. So, if a day in His mind be like a thousand years, what a day it must be—how full! Who can write the history of such a day? No one but God. And it is of such days, beloved, 

that the life of Jesus was made up; days so full of delight for God, of the maintenance of the will of God, of pleasure to Him, that every moment of every day, as well as every day of every year, was filled up thus. And what must be “the day of eternity”? The idea is of what is compassable—but compassable by whom? Who can take it in, beloved, but God? He can take it in. As He alone can take in the life of Jesus in its fulness, so He takes in eternity. He ‘inhabits’ it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 32, pp.214, 215) 

Do you think that it is too much to regard God as recording the events of our lives? Not at all. He numbers the very hairs of our heads. We read of a book of remembrance written before Him for His people, Malachi 3; also that He writeth up His people, Psalm 87. We little take in, even in physical things, how minute God is in His dealings! The things that are made are said to be a testimony to “His eternal power and divinity”, Romans 1: 20, for in them the invisible things of Him are clearly seen. So that it is not at all too much to think of the divine record including the lives of the saints, for what are the lives of the saints, think you? They are but the expansion of the life of Jesus—that is what they are; and such life is always delightful to God! As it is said to the apostle Peter—“Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life”, Acts 5: 20. The life of David was very compressed. We read of “the times that passed over him”, 1 Chronicles 29: 30, all his reign and his might, and so forth. It was recorded, as one has often remarked, by three of the most spiritual men of his time, or of any time—Samuel the prophet, Nathan the prophet, and Gad the seer. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 32, p.216) 
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Scripture references

Malachi 3 (JND) [1] Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom ye seek will suddenly come to his temple, and the Angel of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. [2] But who shall endure the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he will be like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' lye. [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness. …

Psalms 87 (JND) [1] {Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.} His foundation is in the mountains of holiness. [2] Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob. [3] Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. …

Romans 1:20 (JND) [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Acts 5:20 (JND) [20] Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.

1 Chronicles 29:30 (JND) [30] with all his reign and his might, and the times that passed over him, and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries.
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