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EVIDENCES OF LIFE IN BELIEVERS

J. A. Gardiner 

2 Kings 5: 1–6, 9–14; Judges 6: 11–25; Genesis 47: 7–10 

We spoke in the reading about the life which is in Christ Jesus; what a life it is, different from the life which is in Kirkcaldy, Aberdeen or any other place, with different relationships, different associations; it is superior to all that is around us. There is a power and energy about it that is indisputable. The writer to the Hebrews tells us that it is an “indissoluble life” (Hebrews 7: 16), beyond death. We touch things, beloved, as beyond death. How wonderful that is, how blessed it is. 

I have read about these persons because I think in some way they suggest the product of Aaron’s rod that budded. Here is a little maid, I think she is like a bud, there is the evidence of life. You might say she is a slave labourer; how awful that would be. The Syrians went forth in bands and took her out of the land of Israel. She became a servant in Naaman’s house. Can you picture yourself in that situation? It is happening to persons you know; where there have been invasions and persons have been taken captive, they have been made slave labourers and so forth. I believe in the broadest sense we need to feel for humanity; not only are we to pray for kings and all in authority, but we are to think of men, to think of humanity, all men. 

So we need to look at this girl here, a little maid, who has displayed the evidences of life, evidences of the spirit of Christ. She could have displayed other things in Naaman’s house; she could have tried to get away, she could have caused turmoil, she could have done many things. But, I think, as manifesting the spirit of Christ she is conscious in her soul that all things are working together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. Is it so with us? This is quite a young person. Here she is in this situation, there is no word of her parents or family or anything else, she is just herself, and she is in this house. She must have come to know that Naaman was a leper. I suppose they would have kept that quiet. What does she say? Perhaps she could have said, Well that has happened to him, what you sow you reap, she could say that, but she does not. Does she attribute God’s government to him? Does she say, This has come upon you and you need to think about it? Why is it so? She does not say that. This is a bud, Aaron’s rod budded. She is going to make Naaman a bud. Can you do that, beloved? 

What does she say? “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy”. Would you believe that if you were Naaman or Naaman’s wife? There is moral conviction about this little maid, she is speaking in the power of life. 

You might say, Well, Naaman and his wife are desperate, they have tried every human resource. This man is a captain of the army of the king of Syria, he is not a nobody. Here is a little girl, she has moral authority, moral power, and she convicts them, otherwise they would not have done what they did; that is the power of life; it is the manifestation in her of the spirit of Christ. Is that so with me? Do I manifest the spirit of Christ? Is there the evidence of the power of indissoluble life in you and in me? It is a proof that we are attached to Christ risen. 

He listened to what she has to say; he paid heed to it, and what happens? You know the history of this, it has been used in the glad tidings; how Naaman goes, and how he has to be reduced, and how effective the Jordan is. Think of them going there outside the prophet’s house. I suppose we could relate to that in some way—I thought the prophet would come out and do some great thing. Naaman, like the rest of us, has to learn his nothingness. As that beautiful hymn of Mr. Darby’s puts it, ‘That we our nothingness may know’— 

‘O keep us, Love divine, near Thee, 

That we our nothingness may know, 

And ever to Thy glory be 

Walking in faith while here below’. (Hymn 87) 

Then his servants come, and he said, Oh, are not the rivers in Damascus better than all the waters of Israel? Are not Damascus influences just as good as the influence of the Jordan? 

No, they are not. There is no influence, there is no power but the death of Christ, none. His servants say, Well, he is not asking you to do much, only to wash and be clean. When the conviction of the word comes into his soul he plunges seven times in the Jordan, and he is clean. Have you done that? It is not the Red Sea, he is in the Jordan, he plunged in seven times. It is fullness of committal to his death with Christ; he comes up and he is like a bud, is he not? “And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child”. He is ready for the kingdom, he now has affinities with the little maid, he is attached, you might say typically, to Aaron’s staff; the power of life is working, there is a change. 

The Lord would love to change us, and the change will only come about if we look upon His glory. As looking upon the glory of the Lord we are changed; we are changed according to the same image. I do trust in this meeting that the Lord is writing in our hearts, and we shall go out from this room increasingly manifesting the evidence of Christ. Naaman comes back to Samaria to the king, and you could say of him, You are Christ’s epistle. Something is written on him, the leprosy has gone, he is a different man, he is changed, and he is changed because he listened to the prophetic word. How do we get on, beloved, listening to the prophetic word? Maybe I think there is nothing much prophetic about it, just Mr. So-and-so speaking; but you take it to God and find out if it is His word, and if it is His word you will find it becomes effective in your soul, and there is change, you become different. I can look around this room and see persons, I can see Christ’s epistle, I can 

see Christ written on persons. Maybe you can go back, ten, twenty, thirty, forty years ago, and there were evidences of Christ’s epistle, but maybe not so great evidences as there are today. He is writing on your heart, not on tables of stone, but writing on the hearts of believers with the Spirit of the living God. Think of the impression that this man Naaman would have had; he is cured, the leprosy has gone. There is no more evidence in him of sin in the flesh. He can testify now to the power and effectiveness of the death of Christ. Well, how does it bear upon us? I think Naaman joins the little maid in becoming a bud, he is associated with her in the power of indissoluble life. 

I read about Gideon because 1 think he is like a blossom, he is growing. I suppose he is like a young person, he is concerned that there is no food, he is hungry. How many persons in this room are hungry for the truth? You may say, I want to understand this, I do not know what was being said in the reading. What is all this about Philippians, the power of life and testimony in chapter 2, and the energy of life and devotedness and committal to Christ in chapter 3? It does not register with me. What about my circumstances in chapter 4? God is said to be able to abundantly supply my need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Try, beloved, do some threshing of wheat in a wine-press. The Midianites with their natural thoughts, natural connections, natural ideas, natural thinking will rob you of what the Lord will give. I really like Gideon, he is in the wine-press; it is not the normal use of the winepress to thresh wheat, it is normally used for the production of wine, the pressing of grapes, but he is in this limitation. You say, I am in limitations. Beloved, if you are in limitations the Lord will help you. 

I will tell you something which is true whatever your circumstances may be; you may not think so, but the Lord has ordered them. He has ordered them so that you can get the best and the most of Himself. You may say, 

I did this and I did that, I made a mess of things. That is not what Paul says, he says, “I have learnt in those circumstances in which I am”, Philippians 4: 11. He does not say, if I had not gone up to Jerusalem, and so on. If we submit ourselves to the situation in which we are we will find that God will help us. That is what Gideon does, he is going to blossom. The Lord would like you and me to blossom, threshing wheat in the wine-press. Now there is a divine intervention. “And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour”. That is not me, Gideon would say, I am not a mighty man of valour. O, yes, that is you he would say, Why am I a mighty man of valour? Because you are threshing wheat in the winepress; you are concerned to get food, you are concerned for the people, you are concerned for your soul. If you are just concerned for your own soul, you will find that God will help you, that is what happens here. 

So it goes on, he has his doubts, he has his questions, that is all right. God does not mind you asking questions. Have you problems about your circumstances, about the situation in which you might be? Ask the Lord and He will help you. Have it out with Him. Gideon says, “Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt?” We may say, What about the great days of Mr. Darby, Mr. Raven and Mr. Taylor, and look at us now, look at the situation we are in! It is unbelief. 

God has not changed; the Spirit is still here; things are still the same. Who is the responsible person? You take up your responsibilities in your local meeting and God will help you, He will. You say, Well, look at Mr. So-and-so. I am not interested. It is you and God. It was Gideon and God. 

I would say to younger people, there is great need at the present time for the development of gift among the brethren, gift in teaching, gift of prophecy. How does it come about? It comes about by desire, follow after love and desire earnestly the greater gifts, but rather that ye may prophecy. If the testimony is to continue, and it is, it is to continue in freshness and vitality and good health. That is what Gideon is concerned about. He does not want to move on in a skeletal way, he wants to move on in a healthy way. If it is to be so there has to be this kind of committal and desire after what is of God. We look round our localities and how fine it is to see younger persons coming on. I would seek to encourage every one, that they should move on the line which Paul advocates, to desire earnestly the greater gifts. There is nothing wrong with desiring gift; discipline will come along with it. There is great need for gifted personality in the local meetings; gifted personality that comes from the ascended Head. You will say that is sovereign, and so it is, but, do try, beloved younger brethren, to put yourself in the way of it because there is great need for it. You may say that it is not a day for gift, the day for gift has passed. I do not think the day for gift has ever been passed. I am not saying that we are going to have such gifts as Mr. Darby or Mr. Raven or Mr. Taylor, but I am saying there is great need of persons who understand what the Spirit has been unfolding throughout the dispensation, and are able to radiate it as the brethren come into the temple of God. How wonderful that is and how necessary it is! It will not make anything of you, believe you me; in fact, if you really want to know, it will make nothing of you, but it will make everything of Christ. 

Now watch how this man expands. It says, “And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian”. He would say, Where is my might? I am not mighty I have no power. Gideon’s might was in the fact that he was the least in his father’s house; in the tribes of Israel, he was nothing. God says, “Go in this thy might”. That is your might, that is what I will support. I will not support you if you think you are somebody, I will support you if you move in the consciousness that you are nothing. So what does he go on to do? He proceeds to blossom, he says, “If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. Depart not hence”. He brings an offering, a kid of the goats, he had some increasing apprehension of Christ. Is that you? Is that me? He brings a kid of the goats, and he is becoming priestly in how he handles it. To go along with it, he has an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes and the flesh he put in a basket. He is becoming spiritual; he knows how to present Christ to God, he knows how to consider before God the humanity of Christ, and to consider before God the intrinsic holiness of Christ, he put the broth in the pot. Who can say what that broth was? Who can measure the immensity of what was before God in this presentation of Gideon? 

Then he built an altar, one thing leads to another; he is getting stronger in his links with God. 

It does not mean he is praying for ages but he is becoming substantial in his links with God. 

He is becoming sacrificial, beginning to understand what it means to give up things naturally in order that he might be for God. He is beginning, you might say, to appreciate the greatness of the presentation of Christ in Philippians 2, the One who became obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross (Philippians 2: 8). O, what a Jesus we have! Think of Him subsisting in the form of God. The broth refers to the essence of the offering; it would be what Christ is essentially in His Person and how He emptied Himself, taking a bondman’s form. Think of the character of the service of Christ here; He would serve anybody, turns nobody away, that is Jesus. You can go to Christ any time of the day or night and He has time for you. That is a priest, he is learning, he is blossoming. Well, beloved, how we need to blossom. Then it says, “And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said to him, Take the young bullock, which thy father hath”, now he is to take the second bullock. He is making way for the Lord to come in in deliverance, freeing from what is idolatrous. The great antidote to idolatry is to “know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”, John 17: 3. That is what he 

is coming to, he is blossoming, growing. 

Then I come to Jacob. He is a ripened almond. Think of the maturity that marks him. I have often said before and it is worth saying again, Jacob is like an old friend, he has been through it all. He has tried this, that and the next thing, he would start by making bargains. Have we not been through it? God says, I will take you on, yes, even ten per cent. On he comes, and in chapter 32 he wrestles with God, he begins to touch discipline. God weakens him, touches the hollow of his thigh, he limps, his name is changed, he is going to be Israel. But he does not act as Israel, he gets into business and what is commercial. We come to chapter 35, and he is beginning to come on to what is proper to the house of God, and here he is now a ripened almond. These persons are the manifestation of the ruling class as superior to their circumstances, they are in control. The little maid is in control in Naaman’s house; Gideon is in control with his father’s house, going on to deliver Israel; and here is Jacob before Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Think of the grandeur and splendour of all Pharaoh would set forth in his house. It says, “And Joseph brought Jacob his father and set him before Pharaoh”. 

Pharaoh is being privileged to see a ripened almond, privileged to see the final, you might say, product of the discipline of God in one of His great princes. Royalty is manifest in Jacob. 

Pharaoh has the world’s royalty; people get influenced by that, but here is Jacob, this is true royalty. What is being manifested to Pharaoh is true royalty. So what does Pharaoh say? Pharaoh says, “How many are the days of the years of thy life?” It is obvious that he was an old man. Jacob says to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojourning are a hundred and thirty years”. What is he really saying to Pharaoh? He is saying, I am a perishing Aramaean, and I have come down to Egypt with a few, but I am a worshipper, I am in the gain of Deuteronomy 26. I have a basket and it is full of the first-fruits, but it is not for you. Think of the glory of this, the wonder of divine formation in these ripened almonds, and there are ripened almonds in this very room. Do you believe that? I could point out one or two. He says, “The days of the years of my sojourning”, he is telling him about piety every day, “The days of the years of my sojourning are a hundred and thirty years”. He did not say to Pharaoh, I went away from home and cheated my brother; he did not go over all the history as to Laban and so on. He is telling Pharaoh how he had proved God as moving in piety. He says, “Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life”. Some may tell you how good they are, of all their achievements, what they have won, and they never come away with the failure side. Even brethren may tell you how right they were at this time; how right they were at that time. 

There is evidence of the power of an indissoluble life in the way he speaks to Pharaoh in the Spirit of Christ—“Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they do not attain to the days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the days of their sojourning”. What a concise outline of his history that is. Maybe he could have said to Pharaoh, Abraham is the heavenly man characteristically, Isaac is the heavenly man officially, and I am the heavenly man formatively in the power of the Spirit. Maybe he did not know that but it is true, because there at the end of the wilderness, when God’s ways and purposes come together, what does God say? “What hath God wrought!” He makes Balaam say that, “At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!”, Numbers 23: 23. How fine it is to be shut up to God. How fine it is to be consciously associated with and held in the power of an indissoluble life; to be sustained in the priestly grace of Christ; and to find that in Kirkcaldy and in every other place, there is the evidence in the local meetings of the golden bells and the pomegranates, and the anointing, the Spirit is here. How fine it is to be conscious of the limitless 

supply of the Spirit of Jesus. That is what is here in Jacob, he is saying this to Pharaoh and blessing him. Pharaoh may not have understood it; I suppose he would ask; How old are you now? People say these things. Jacob goes over it, the days of the years of my sojourning. 

What formation there is in this man. It is Jacob, it is not Israel; verses 7 to 10 refer to Jacob; the responsible man who is now equal to his responsibilities. He can review his life as under the hand of God and as consciously associated with and sustained by the priestly grace of Christ. In a chapter or so he is going to die; what a person he was. He says that the days are coming when I shall die, and he commands his sons, and he worshipped on the top of his staff; that is the result of his experiences. 

I would commend this to myself and to everybody here, that we might increasingly prove the power and infallibility of the indissoluble life that radiates from the priesthood of Christ. In a day of breakdown that is why he brings it in, “according to promise of life, the life which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Timothy 1: 1. Maybe you are getting down and need rekindling. There it is, that is the life. God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. People speak about 2 Timothy 2, and how rightly it is the case. What does it start with? “Be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”. Lean upon Christ and draw from His priesthood, it is so available to us; the precious oil has reached even to the hem of his garment. May we be increasingly aware of it in our local assemblies, and move consciously in the gain of it, so that in the local meetings we are conscious of His sound, He is up there. He is moving around in the sanctuary, and we hear the golden bells and we see the pomegranates. May the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
6 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 5:1-14 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. [5] And the king of Syria said, Well! go, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [shekels] of gold, and ten changes of raiment. [6] And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now, when this letter comes to thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest cure him of his leprosy. [7] And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his garments, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeks an occasion against me. [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. …

Judges 6:11-25 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites. [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. [13] And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. [14] And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man. [17] And he said to him, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. [18] Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. [19] And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. [20] And the Angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. [21] And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight. [22] And Gideon perceived that he was an angel of Jehovah; and Gideon said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for because I have seen an angel of Jehovah face to face …

Genesis 47:7-10 (JND) [7] And Joseph brought Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh. [8] And Pharaoh said to Jacob, How many are the days of the years of thy life? [9] And Jacob said to Pharaoh, The days of the years of my sojourning are a hundred and thirty years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they do not attain to the days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the days of their sojourning. [10] And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from Pharaoh.

Hebrews 7:16 (JND) [16] who has been constituted not according to law of fleshly commandment, but according to power of indissoluble life.

Philippians 4:11 (JND) [11] Not that I speak as regards privation, for as to me *I* have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Numbers 23:23 (JND) [23] For there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

2 Timothy 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus,

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



THE NEED OF YOUTH IN THE TESTIMONY

C. F. Dadd 

2 Chronicles 1: 7–12; Daniel 1: 17–20; 1 John 2: 14 (second part)–17 

I have these scriptures before me, beloved brethren, as having in mind that the matter of youth has come before us very much in these meetings. It is obviously true to us all, I am sure, that the testimony will be carried on by youth. Many of us are reaching the sunset of our lives, which means that we will depart and, if the testimony is to continue, the burden of it will fall upon young people. It will be on youth committed to the will of God, young people who have been relating themselves to Christ. The testimony will be in the hands of such, and what we are in is a preparatory time. I think what we have had these two days would relate to that side of things, that young people are being prepared to take on additional responsibility. 

It means to start with, that the principle of faith must not only be acknowledged but has to be in the hearts of those who would desire in any way to be serviceable to Christ. 

God is looking for young men. I am not saying anything new, the brethren will know that others have said that many years ago. As we look around here today, we can see that the Lord is working with young men, and He is bringing them around and making them serviceable. 

He is looking for persons who are prepared to devote themselves; persons who are prepared to say No to the world and Yes to what is of Christ. The enemy has much in the way of what is attractive to offer to young people. The enemy has always had in mind to get his hands on the young. His idea would be to divert you from the pathway of the will of God, and bring you into the pathway that would be conducive to the world and its activities. The enemy paints the world as a very attractive place, and in some ways it may seem to be. 

But I can tell you the world will leave you destitute, it will leave you with nothing. But Christ is wanting to build us up and have us in another world of things where Christ is the Sun and the Centre. That is what He is, beloved brethren. He is the Sun and the Centre of another world, and He wants to attract our affections to that world. In the meantime, the enemy would say to you, I have a very attractive world for you. I have a world of things which you will find very glamorous. The enemy would tell us that, but God is labouring with us that He might relate us to Christ who is the centre and the theme of another world. He would provide us with all that we need in order to relate ourselves to Him where He is. 

I read about Solomon. Solomon was a young man, and God put a question to Solomon that would be very testing; maybe it would be testing to you as a young person or to me as an older person. God said to Solomon, Tell Me what you would like; “In that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, Ask what I shall give thee”. Solomon was able for this. Solomon was a man marked by what was spiritual. But I am challenging you and myself as to how we would stand if this evening, in a dream, the Lord appeared to us and said, “Ask what I shall give thee”. You might find many different answers that you could give to God if He asked you a question such as this. But Solomon was up to this, he was up to it morally; that is where we are tested, beloved brethren, as to where we are morally, where we are under the eye of an all-knowing God. Solomon says, “Thou hast shewn unto David my father great loving-kindness, and hast made me king in his stead. Now, Jehovah Elohim, let thy word unto David my father be firm; for thou hast made me king over a people numerous as the dust of the earth”. He would have been about eighteen years old when he became king of this great people, and here is God putting this question to him. I put that question to every one of us here this afternoon, just ask yourself that question, What 

would you say to God that you would like Him to give you. 

Immediately what Solomon does is to relate his answer to the interests of God. Now that is a very fine thing, that Solomon, a young man, in his teens, relates his answer to the interests of God, “Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this thy great people?” What it must have meant to God, “Give me now wisdom and knowledge”, what a fine thing. He would be well able to move among the people of the kingdom, of which he says, “a people numerous as the dust of the earth”. And then he adds, “that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this thy great people?” I believe, beloved brethren, that is one of the areas where we need a lot of help. We need help in administration, knowing what to do, knowing how to do it and when to do it. You know there are things in our localities that have been going on a long time and they go on by default; nothing is done, things just carry on and we hope that they will get better. 

But Solomon says, “that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this thy great people?” So he has in mind moving in and out amongst the saints, and arriving at judgments that would be compatible with the mind of God. 

It is a great thing to have the people of God in your affections. 1 would appeal to every one of us as to that, that we might love one another. You know it is basic to our coming together that there is love amongst ourselves. Someone was speaking today about 1 Corinthians 13, that great love chapter. How we love to read that chapter because it is so full, and yet to many of us it might be just a picture on the wall, whereas what the Lord is after is the true idea of affection amongst His people. I think, beloved, our affection for Christ Himself is measured very much by our love for the people of God. Our love for Christ is shown in the way we embrace the saints in our own affections. So that he says, “for who can judge this thy great people?” Think of the respect that Solomon had for the people of God. Is this the way we speak about the saints? We need to have love for all the saints, that is what the apostle Paul says (see Ephesians 1: 15). How testing that becomes in relation to our own localities, and yet the Lord is saying that one of the great things amongst us is our love for each other. So God takes account of this, and He said to Solomon, “Because this was in thy heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of them that hate thee, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast asked for thyself wisdom and knowledge, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee king: wisdom and knowledge are granted unto thee”. So therefore we see how God valued the desire of Solomon. God values his judgment of the people and his desire that the administration might be according to the divine standard. We might think we can work to another standard, but in finality we have to come back to the fact that the divine standard has to have its way. This is what is indicated here with Solomon, that the divine standard is going to be his answer. 

Therefore God says to him, “wisdom and knowledge are granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and wealth and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall any after thee have the like”. Look at the pleasure of God in this young king. He is not only going to grant him the wisdom and the knowledge that he asked for, but He is going to grant him very much more. I think that is a principle in Christianity, the idea of more and more (see Philippians 1: 9). We know from other scriptures that he was immediately tested as to the matter of administrative wisdom, and how he brilliantly shone like Christ in the way he did things. I am suggesting that this is open to us in our measure. I do not think God is saying to us today, Tell Me what you want, I will grant it to you; but I think God is testing us as to our desires and he is 

testing us as to our prayers, how we pray and what we pray for. Most of us pray alone, I suppose, we might pray with our husbands and wives, but the fact of the matter is God hears our prayers and we are being tested by what we pray for, and what we pray for is an indication of what is in our hearts. So Solomon is very pleasing to God and God greatly blesses him. 

I thought we would just look at Daniel for a moment. Reference was made to Daniel within the last two days, and his three companions. These men were prisoners of war. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had taken Jerusalem; he took its contents to his own country and amongst them were these young people. One of the important things to understand, beloved brethren, is that the devil is after the young. They are what he wants to get, Give me the youths, that is what an opposing king said at one time. You can take your old people, you can go into the desert, we will let you go, but you leave the youths with me; the power of continuity was going to remain with Pharaoh. Moses said, “We will go with our young and with our old” (Exodus 10: 9), we are not going to leave our possessions with you. 

But that is what the king would say, You give me your young. You go with the older ones, but I will take the young people, I will have the power of continuity in my hand. But Moses, the man of God, said, Oh no. How he well represented God in what he said, “there shall not a hoof be left behind”, Exodus 10: 26. Pharaoh had to come to that, in type the power of the devil had to give and not a hoof was left behind, they went out in rank. They went out with all their possessions; not only did they go out with their possessions but they spoiled the Egyptians. That is what God is doing. We know we are on the winning side. Christ is in control, He will have the final word. Pharaoh had to come to that, so that Pharaoh had to let them all go. 

Here we find that these four youths were amongst those who were specially selected to appear before 

Nebuchadnezzar. And he gave them names, “among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah”, Daniel 1: 6. They were there amongst the chosen ones to stand before the king. As for these four youths, “God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams”. Now this was the outcome of the fact that they would not pollute themselves with the king’s delicate food or the wine that he would give them to drink. They rejected it. They would not pollute themselves. It says in Daniel 1: 8, “And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank”. These would have been very young persons, maybe in their early twenties. Could you stand up against that, beloved young people? Could you stand up against the enticement of such power? That is really what Nebuchadnezzar represented, and he is offering them the best; he is saying. Here is the best that Babylon can give, and these young men say, No. What a fine thing when young people, and old people, too, learn how to say, No. What a fine day that is when we can say, No, to what the devil has to offer even though it be very attractive. 

This food, these circumstances would have been very attractive. You are going to go in before Nebuchadnezzar, you are going to stand before the king. That would be an enticement in itself, would it not? We will give you honours, we will give you everything that goes with it, we will give you the adornment. In the meantime we are going to give you the king’s delicate food so that you can look your best, but these young men say, No. It might be that things come along to entice you in business. Learn to say, No. That is your safety. These young men say, No, we do not want that food. We want pulse and water. What a difference. 

They are saying, in effect, We want Christ. That was their source for food, Christ and the Spirit. As they fed on the pulse and water it says, “And at the end of ten 

days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king’s delicate food” (Daniel 1: 15). You have young brethren in the local readings, and you can soon find out if they are reading the ministry. It comes out in what they have to say, and the part they take in the service of God. That food gets into the soul and finds its expression Godward, and this is what it was with these young men. They would not take what the enemy had to offer despite the fact it was so attractive. 

So they say, No, and we know how it worked out because it says, “And in all matters of judicious wisdom, as to which the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the scribes and magicians that were in all his realm”. I am saying, No, to the world, and it puts me at no disadvantage. That is what this eunuch thought. He feared the king if their faces were worse looking than the youths who were of their age. But Daniel says in effect, We will feed on Christ, we will feed on the Spirit, and we will let Christ take care of those details. It says, “And at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king spoke with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, and they stood before the king”. There they were, really clothed in Christ, their faces were fairer and fatter, they were taking on the features of Christ. We have only touched the beginning, but these men are honoured, they are raised up, they are not at a disadvantage. It is not a disadvantage, beloved brethren, to be Christians. It is not a sign of weakness to be depending on God and believing on Christ. So that they appear fairer and fatter, and it says, too, “he found them ten times better than all the scribes and magicians that were in all his realm”. They were only tested ten days, but in ten days they showed up ten times better. God can do everything. He is able to work things out according to His own mind and He is able 

to see us through. There is no matter too great for God. That is what we ought to get imbibed into our souls, that there is no matter too great for God. We need confidence, we need confidence in Christ, we need confidence in God. 

This scripture in John’s epistle has been referred to a couple of times over this weekend, and I thought I would refer to it now, because John writes an epistle which is very faithful. As he writes he says to the young men, “I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you”. He is not speaking about physical strength—sometimes in our youth we are very interested in this—but he is speaking about really being strong morally and spiritually, and he says, “the word of God abides in you”. You have abiding in you the word of God, and you have overcome the wicked one. I hope that all our young men and all our young sisters have overcome the wicked one. The wicked one is very active, trying to overturn what God is doing in the soul of the believer. It says of the young men, “ye have overcome the wicked one”. I trust that is so, and I would appeal to our young brethren, do not let the wicked one get a handle on you. Do not let him get a grip on you. We have power on our side, we have Christ. The woman in the garret said that, did she not? She said, ‘I have Christ, what need I more’. 

Then he goes on to say, “Love not the world, nor the things in the world”. That is a test, is it not? Love not the world. It is very near to our hearts to love the world. But I believe, with the help of the Spirit of God, we can hold those things where they belong. The fact of the matter is you have a world of things which God provides which is far above what the enemy can provide. So he says, Love not the world. Why does he say that? Because it is a distinct possibility that we will love the world. He says, “If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”. There is not a person in this room, I believe, including our young people, who does not want to have a sense that the love of the Father is in us. Everything else is weakening around us, yet we can have a sense that the love of the Father is in us. It is something that will stay with us. A lot of things we shall leave behind. The Lord is saying to us here, “Love not the world”. If anyone does love the world He would say, “the love of the Father is not in him; because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity”. It is a fine thing to be numbered among those who do the will of God. Tomorrow, if the Lord will, we shall come up to the Supper, we shall be moving according to the thought of the will of God. The One that we shall remember did the will of God, “Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. What an example He has left for us, beloved, that we might be here in accord with the will of God. May it be so for His name’s sake. 
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2 Chronicles 1:7-12 (JND) [7] In that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, Ask what I shall give thee. [8] And Solomon said to God, Thou hast shewn unto David my father great loving-kindness, and hast made me king in his stead. [9] Now, Jehovah Elohim, let thy word unto David my father be firm; for thou hast made me king over a people numerous as the dust of the earth. [10] Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this thy great people? [11] And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thy heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of them that hate thee, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast asked for thyself wisdom and knowledge, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee king: [12] wisdom and knowledge are granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches and wealth and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall any after thee have the like.

Daniel 1:17-20 (JND) [17] As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. [18] And at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. [19] And the king spoke with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: and they stood before the king. [20] And in all matters of judicious wisdom, as to which the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the scribes [and] magicians that were in all his realm.

1 John 2:14 (JND) [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

Ephesians 1:15 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints,

Philippians 1:9 (JND) [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence,

Exodus 10:9 (JND) [9] And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters; with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we have a feast of Jehovah.

Exodus 10:26 (JND) [26] Our cattle also must go with us: there shall not a hoof be left behind; for we must take thereof to serve Jehovah our God; and we do not know with what we must serve Jehovah, until we come there.

Daniel 1:6 (JND) [6] Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Daniel 1:15 (JND) [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.



THE COURSE OF THE TESTIMONY

J. Taylor 

A weighty obligation rests on the saints of the present generation. For many centuries Christ, viewed as typified by the ark of the covenant, had been obscured. The recognition of the human element, and the principles of the world, in the church, practically set aside the Holy Spirit; and so Christ was lost to view. The Spirit will ever make Christ prominent, but when He is not allowed to speak, the man after the flesh, instead of Christ, comes into evidence. 

The Scriptures foretold that this should occur, and we know by what we see around us that it has occurred. The history of Israel, as 

recorded in the book of Judges and the early chapters of 1 Samuel, is analogous to the history of the church in this respect. From the time of the construction of the ark of the covenant it was the great central figure in Israel from the divine point of view, and where intelligent faith existed it was so regarded. But in the days of the judges it was scarcely noticed at all according to its true import; when, however, the people were pressed hard by the Philistines they resorted to the ark as if it could save them, instead of trusting God whose presence among them it symbolised. Alas! He had now forsaken Israel, for their state was such as to preclude His presence. Forms which represent what is divine avail nothing when the state to which these forms primarily referred is lacking. The ark was taken by the Philistines. It was a dark day in Israel; for the glory had departed. But God acted sovereignly in raising up David to reinstate the ark in its place. The same thing, in principle, has taken place in the church: God has wrought; the authority of the Lord has been acknowledged, and as a result, Christ, as the object and centre of God’s counsels, has regained His place in the affections of the saints. 

God has done this for us, and the weighty question for the saints is—Shall Christ continue to retain this place with us? 

The recovery of the truth alluded to was by men of God. A man of God shines in a crisis. The crisis does not make him a man of God, but what he does in it shows him to be such. He acts for God. But if we are not with God before the crisis, it is not likely that we shall act for Him in it. In the establishment of the kingdom, David was a type of Christ; but David was personally a man of God. He served his own generation by the will of God; he may be regarded as a typical man of God; and his work in Israel is a demonstration of what God can do through one who is faithful to Him. But recovery of the truth is not only connected with men of God, for if we look into the Scriptures we see that the testimony primarily came out through them. The development of God’s testimony was gradual, but steady, 

Indeed the accuracy with which each part fits into connection with all that preceded it attests, in the strongest way, the divine authenticity of the whole, and also of the Scriptures, in which we have the record of it. But each phase of the testimony, as it appeared, brought into evidence some man of God. Each had been formed of God so that in him should be set forth some feature of Christ; wherever faith existed there was some conception of Christ; and this gave character to the person. Hence there was a living testimony. We see, therefore, in Abel not only a type of Christ—righteousness was actually there in him, and he suffered for it; he had faith, so we see in his testimony a feature of Christ in a substantial way. The same is true of the other men of faith who followed after Abel. 

But our present concern is to show that they were men of God, and so were honoured as taken up to bear witness beforehand to what God intended to set forth in Christ. Under God, we owe to them the wonderful unfolding of the testimony which the typical part of the Old Testament affords. For the psalms and prophetic books, in the same sense, we are also indebted to men of God—“Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”. 

Coming to the New Testament, the same remarks apply. The man of God considers only for God, and nothing can afford more food for the soul than to trace this in the Lord’s ministry. 

The apostles, too, were men of God. Through them the testimony of God, in its completeness, was established in the world. 

Now this precious treasure being in the world, who is to be, so to say, its custodian? At the outset the church as pervaded by the Spirit was this, but even then the man of God was needed. Compare 1 Timothy. But now that the assembly has fallen into outward ruin, the testimony is connected with faithful individuals who, nevertheless, walk in the full light of the church. Here we come to the second epistle to Timothy, which contemplates our own days. Timothy was faithful and 

thus the apostle Paul had entrusted the truth to him, and he in his turn was to commit it to other faithful men. 

This involves a most important consideration as showing the divine way of transmitting the truth. It is evident in the Old Testament that while a man of God might represent some phase of the testimony, and serve his own generation in this connection, yet he recognised and maintained what God had given in generations before him. David, for instance, recognised the light that came in through Moses; and Stephen, in the New Testament, embodied in his address before the council all the light previously given, and accepted, in the spirit of his Master, the full consequences of his testimony. Each served his own generation by the will of God. But each of these men of God served also the generation that followed him. The blessing and glory of Solomon’s reign were the result of the faithfulness of David; and the exalted ministry of Paul was, in a sense, an outcome of Stephen’s testimony. 

To return to the responsibility resting upon us now, God in recent times raised up men who recovered, as it were, the ark of the testimony. This was at the cost of much exercise and conflict. What they recovered they handed down to those following. These in their turn have had sorrow and conflict in seeking to preserve it, and so it has come from faithful hands to us. 

What are we going to do with it? Are we going to dance before it with joy, like David, and enshrine it in our affections? Shall we defend it, like Stephen, at the cost of our lives? These are weighty questions for the saints of God at the present time. The maintenance of the truth calls for constant self-judgment and self-surrender. Thus only can we hope to pass on what we have received to a generation following, if it please God that there should be one. In the absence of these, we shall either sell the truth for worldly advantage, or corrupt it in the effort to gain positions of prominence in the church, as some were doing at Corinth. The recent attack of the enemy was 

to corrupt the saints by the introduction of human principles in the ordering of the house of God. The Lord has graciously given deliverance, but we may be assured that Satan will set another snare for us. The occasion calls for men of God. Let it be remembered that to be a man of God is a question of faithfulness, and not gift, and so it is within the reach of all. 

(Vol. 2, pp.317–320) 

 


EXTRACT

In taking up man as fallen, God first takes account of the things characterising him that are undeniable and public—his sins, and then, after Romans 5, certain things that affect him externally, especially death, and sin as dominating the world. Then He shows how sin is replaced by righteousness and death by eternal life. So all that which relates to man, viewed externally, is disposed of in the first six chapters—the whole question of what has taken place on earth is answered. In verse 18 of chapter 6 we read, “Having got your freedom from sin, ye have become bondmen to righteousness”. Then in verse 23, “For the wages of sin is death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. One’s external position is thus adjusted in the latter part of chapter 6. In the place of sin there is righteousness, and instead of death being upon one’s spirit, there is eternal life. Whereas, in this chapter and the following one we have that dealt with which is within the believer, and that is a more difficult problem to solve—it is more complex. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 77 (Readings on Romans), p.66) 
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Scripture references

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …
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