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THE LORD JESUS AS FOOD FOR THE BELIEVER (1)


Exodus 16:13-18;  John 6:47-71

P.M.      It is thought that in these readings, we may enquire together about the Lord Jesus as food for the believer.  We may look in this reading at the Lord Jesus as the One who has come in to give life, and then this afternoon look at the sin-offering, and tomorrow morning at the peace-offering.  The brethren will recall that in Acts 27, when the shipwreck was about to take place and the sailors had struggled through the storm, Paul “exhorted them all to partake of food, saying, Ye have passed the fourteenth day watching in expectation without taking food.  Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety” (vv.33,34).  That has weighed with me very much in recent days.  The great source of food is in the person of Jesus Himself.  We may not in these readings touch great heights, but one’s desire is that something might be worked in us in reality in order to build up a constitution that will be able to stand in the testimony in the absence of Christ.

The brethren know the history of the children of Israel well.  They had eaten the passover in Egypt, and they were under the shelter of the blood.  I trust that everyone here is under the shelter of the blood, because if you are not, you are in a very dangerous position.  The children of Israel had come under the shelter of the blood and they had crossed the Red Sea, accepting in principle that Christ had died for them.  Then they came into the wilderness, but they murmured because there was no water.  Moses cast wood into the water and it became sweet (Exod.15:25); that is another reference to the death of Christ.  But then there was murmuring again because there was no food and Jehovah rained bread from heaven.  We might get some impression as we proceed in this reading that what God has given us is what He Himself delights to feed upon; it is bread from heaven.  He has brought us into the wilderness where there is no other supply, so that we might come to appreciate the Man in whom everything for God is centred, and He has given us that Man as food for our souls.  They had the manna as far as the land and when they reached the land the manna ceased – it is here in our circumstances of daily life that the Lord would become to us the Source of food.

When we come to John 6, we may find it testing as we enquire together about what that food is.  The Lord Jesus speaks of it, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”.

J.C.G.      It is a wonderful thing that God provides for our spiritual sustenance.  Naturally speaking, if we do not eat food then there is fainting and withering away, and so it is spiritually.  The reference in the Psalms to eating the bread of the mighty (Ps.78:25) shows how God Himself is set to provide for His saints, do you think?

P.M.      Yes.  That reference could be rendered “angels’ food” (AV).  Think of angels feeding on the manna.  They are created beings and they need food as we do, and God has given the angels food; He has given them the manna, the bread of the mighty.  He has given it to them because the angels operate in relation to the will of God.  The importance of the recognition of the will of God may come out in these readings.  It says in another psalm that they fulfil His will (Ps.103:20).  That is the place that angels have; they feed on the One who came to do God’s will, and that is the food for us.

J.C.G.      It says “I will rain bread from heaven” (v.4).  Perhaps we do not take sufficient cognizance of the bounty which God has in the manhood of Christ for us to absorb, to help us to grow spiritually.  That would help us in wilderness conditions.

P.M.      I am sure it would.  What a God He is!  When they murmured against Him, He rained down bread from heaven.  He gave them in type the One that was to be here in circumstances such as we are in, and in those circumstances He fulfilled the will of God.

J.A.B.      You spoke in your prayer about God giving us food that He Himself feeds on.  What did you mean by that?

P.M.      What I meant was “the bread of God”, John 6:33.  It is not exactly bread from God, it is “the bread of God”; it is what God delights in, which is Christ.  Just think of it for a moment; after thousands of years, God had here One who had come out of heaven into manhood, and in that condition, in the every day circumstances of life, His whole consideration was for the will of God.  How much that meant to God.  It says “Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin.  Then I said, Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.

J.A.B.      It helps us to understand what we mean when we speak of feeding on Jesus.  Always guarding the uniqueness of God’s appreciation of Christ, we can delight in Christ as God does.  We are to have Him in our affections, to think about Him and what He is to God.  Is that what feeding is?

P.M.      Yes.  It is to affect both our minds and our affections, and it comes through meditation and prayer.

R.Gar.      Going back to the food of angels, they saw Stephen’s face as the face of an angel (Acts 6:15).  In the midst of the most difficult circumstances, there was a man who could say, I see the heavens opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56).  Was Stephen feeding on Christ in that sense, and becoming like Christ?  They saw his face as the face of an angel; it has been said that his face was a heavenly face.  Is that what the Lord means us to be like here in the wilderness?

P.M.      Yes, they saw that.  Stephen’s face was as the face of an angel.  How much had been worked out in his life; it was only a short time after the Lord Jesus had gone into glory, and since the Spirit had come.  How much had been worked out in that short period of time which came into display in one who was set here for the will of God.  That was seen in Stephen.  The manna would remind us that the Lord Jesus always considered for God.  We speak of self-will, and I know it in myself; it comes in easily, even among the people of God.  Samuel said “rebellion is as the sin of divination, And selfwill is as iniquity and idolatry”, 1 Sam.15:23.  The will of our Lord Jesus was always in perfect accord with the Fathers will, and doing the Fathers will was His motive.  What a wonderful, blessed occupation He is for us.  In Exodus 16 they were moving through a scene in which every other resource had been cut off from the people of God, and in principle He gave them One to feed on who was entirely devoted to the will of God.

R.D.P.      It is a remarkable expression, “on the face of the wilderness”.  It says it was on the ground as well, but first of all it says it was “on the face of the wilderness”, as if the food lay on every aspect of their circumstance.  It was not just for the meetings or the operations of the camp, but on the whole face of the wilderness there was food in relation to the presence of Christ here.

P.M.      Yes, it lay round about the camp.  It brings out the availability of it to the people.  It was just where they were; it affected every aspect of their lives.  The perfect humanity of Christ, in all its evenness, in all its fragrance to God, was in type there for them, and was going to affect every circumstance in which they were.  But it fell on the dew.

D.A.B.      Is the order in which the Lord serves our food important?  I was thinking that the children of Israel had the passover first.  They did not seem to get the moral gain of it.  They wanted flesh to eat, without appreciating what the passover meant, and then they had these quails, which are food without exercise.  But the manna was food with exercise.  The Lord presents food with exercise first, and then later on in John 6, He returns to the passover.  So the need for exercise is to be aroused first before we can really feed on His death and be formed by it, would you say?

P.M.      God gives us the type of food that suits just where we are in our souls.  The quails here would be a reference to the manna being available because death had come in.  We could never really appreciate what the manna is to God apart from the death of Christ, and it was here in perfection in the eye of God and He delighted to rain the manna from heaven in order that they might partake of it.  We are moving through a scene where man is exerting himself, setting aside the things of God publicly; even the professing church is doing it, and we feel these things.  But if there is to be a heavenly testimony while moving through such a scene, it requires that I feed on a heavenly food.

D.A.B.      I was thinking that when they said “we sat by the flesh-pots” (v.3), they expected to nourish themselves without any exercise.  Some of us perhaps are examples of what happens if you eat without exercise.  The Lord was training His disciples, and the disciples were accustomed to the idea that food came with exercise.  Even with the manna, the people had to exert themselves to gather it.

P.M.      Yes; to get it they had to bend down to gather it.

R.T.      It says in verse 4 “that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or not”.  Is the appropriation of the food to be reflected in our state?  It is to produce the character of the food that we are eating, but it requires exercise and it requires chewing.

P.M.      That is right.  God has our state in mind in what He has provided for us, does He not?  He knew what the people were, and when they murmured He met them not on the basis of demand, but in principle He met them in the richness of the supply of the One who was to complete everything for His satisfaction.  He fed them with the fulness of that food.  It is to change our taste for everything else.

R.T.      The manna could fit in anywhere; it is meant to produce lowliness in our walk and attitude.

P.M.      That is one’s exercise, that in feeding upon the perfection of this blessed Person, there might be formed in us the features of holiness and committal to the will of God that were seen in perfection in Jesus.

D.B.R.      Does the wilderness require a certain constitution that can only be built up by feeding on Christ as the manna?  They had to gather it and then it had to be eaten.  We need to be inwardly affected by what you are presenting.  It says that Jesus was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Heb.7:26.  I was thinking too of the particular features of the manhood of Christ where there is lowliness seen.  That is not natural to us; it has to be built in morally into our constitutions.

P.M.      Yes, it can only be formed as it is built into our constitutions.  It will only be seen in testimony as it comes from what we are inwardly as having fed on this blessed Man;

‘Faithful amidst unfaithfulness,

     Mid darkness only light”.      (Hymn 230)

What a different kind of person Jesus was to all who were here, a Man whose resource was drawn from the Father.  He drew nothing from the wilderness.  God leads us a certain way in our histories to cause us to prove that the wilderness itself cannot supply the nourishment and form the constitution that is required for being in it in relation to the will of God.  But the Lord Jesus can, and if I might speak reverently, that blessed Person, as the manna, is to form us in our inwards as we move through the wilderness.

J.C.G.      You mentioned about the goodness of God in divine grace acting here.  There is a reference to the quails, but it is immediately set aside.  We do not hear any more about the quails until Numbers 11, so that the whole of this section is taken up with the beauty and importance of the manna in contrast to the quails.  We need to follow that.  You mentioned earlier about self-judgment; that is involved in what we absorb of the manna, of Christ in manhood.

P.M.      I am sure of that.  We will come to that in more detail in chapter 6 of John, as drinking His blood and feeding on His flesh.  But here the supply is full, as you mentioned earlier.  God rained the manna from heaven; it is as if God would say; ‘You do not belong in Egypt; I have brought you into the wilderness, but you do not belong in the wilderness, and I am going to give you heaven’s food to sustain you in a foreign territory while you are moving here’.

R.Gr.      The question they asked is important; “What is it?”  Do you think we should approach this line of teaching with a sense of wonder, and never let it become common?

P.M.      I think so.  We need to understand that there was another order and kind of Man here, distinct from all that had been here before.

R.Gr.      So there was nothing around them or in their experience by which they could measure this.  This was new; that would cause this upsurge in their hearts.

P.M.      “What is it?”  It is like “What sort of man is this … ?” (Matt.8:27); “Who then is this … ?” (Mark 4:41); “Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks” (John 7:46); they “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”, Luke 4:22.  I ask not only the young people, but all of us, have we fed on this kind of Man?  We have to move in the business world.  I can remember being in admiration of a man who was running our company; he was very successful and you begin, if you are not careful, to act as he acted.  The Lord would take us into the wilderness to feed on a Man that did everything differently.  Every kind of circumstance was affected by the manna, and the Lord would have us to feed on Him as apart from everything else.

G.B.G.      In Nehemiah when the children of Israel’s failures are described, it says that “Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst”, Neh.9:20.  Despite the catalogue of their failures, God did not withhold the manna.  Do you think the manna therefore helps us in our state, improves our state?  Even though there is a bad state, the manna is available.

P.M.      That is just what we are seeking to get at.  The manna is provided from God to build up an order of man that can move here in the wilderness setting.  That does not come from outward direction, it comes from an inward constitution that is built up as feeding upon Christ.

G.B.G.      It is very attractive; God from His side never withheld the manna, even though it was not appreciated.  It was always there.

P.M.      In Numbers, the people said “our soul loathes this light bread”, (chap 21:5); do I not find that in myself?  There is naturally speaking no beauty that we should desire Him (Isa.53:2).  I have to come to a judgment of the order of man that does not appreciate Christ.  The Spirit is given to the believer in view of our having some appreciation of Christ in keeping with God’s appreciation of Him.

D.J.H.      So it says “ye shall be filled with bread” (v.12).  There is no room for any other.

P.M.      That is a very necessary word, because the enemy would seek to fill our souls with all sorts of things.  We have the facilities at our disposal to feed on whatever the enemy would seek to give.  The answer to it lies in the manna; being filled with it so that there is no desire for anything else.  I begin to prove that Christ is so attractive not only to God, but He is becoming attractive to me as the One who is different to every other source of supply.  What a Man He is!

N.J.H.      Why does the dew come first?

P.M.      I wondered whether the dew involves the operations of the Spirit of God Himself directly in the soul of the believer, producing something in which features of the perfection of Christ can be formed and be appreciated.

N.J.H.      The Spirit of God must give us the taste for it.  The Spirit is said to quicken, so the whole matter draws us into life.  Is that right?

P.M.      Yes it is, and it is important to lay hold of the fact that we are dependent on the Spirit for any appreciation of Christ.  Naturally we do not appreciate Him, but the Spirit works in us in order that the Man who is the centre of God’s universe might become increasingly precious to us.

D.B.R.      It speaks about “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”, Phil.1:19.  I was thinking about what was mentioned about our being filled; there is a supply that can fill us with the spirit of that kind of Man.  The very spirit that was displayed in Jesus Christ as the Man in the wilderness is the Spirit that is available to us.

P.M.      Yes, “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” is from the divine side unlimited.  It is that kind of Man which is sufficient to fill the heart as we move through this scene of the rejection of Christ, so that He is held in believers’ affections in testimony.  

T.C.M.      So this food is not only for our survival.  You referred to Acts 27; it is to do with our safety, but it says there that they all ate and were satisfied.  It is not just for survival but for our satisfaction as well.

P.M.      Yes.  The Israelites in Numbers lost that satisfaction, but Christ is sufficient to satisfy.  Have I proved that?  Young people, have we proved that Christ is sufficient to satisfy our hearts while we are moving here in the scene of His rejection?  We do not need to draw on the system that is around us, because the One who has come out of heaven is the only One able to fill our hearts and satisfy them; not satisfy us with what belongs in the wilderness, but satisfy us with that which belongs in heaven.  It is wonderful.

Q.A.P.      The Lord Jesus knew perfectly when to appeal to Jerusalem; “how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings” (Matt.23:37), but when He went into the temple, He knew when to take a stand in faithfulness to the Father because things were not pleasing to the Father.  I thought that there is food for us as we feed on the Lord Jesus in the different circumstances in which we see Him in the gospels.

P.M.      There is food for us in every circumstance in which we see Him in the gospels.  Mr Darby said that when meekness was called for, He was meek, ‘when indignation, who could stand before His overwhelming and withering rebuke?’1  That was the same Man, but here in lowly humiliation, here as the One who moved in communion.  There was a Man on earth who drew everything from the Father, not just in His coming into this scene, but moment by moment.  There was never a moment when He was not in communion with the Father.  What delight the Father had.  He could not take his eye off Christ.

Q.A.P.      He could say that the Father loved Him because He always did the things that were pleasing to Him (John 8:29).  Is there a suggestion of a moral reason there?

P.M.      Yes, and a suggestion of the manna, because nothing that He did was for His own glory.  The Lord Jesus never promoted Himself; everything He did was for the delight and glory of the Father, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”.

A.G.M.      You mentioned earlier that we have to bend down to gather the manna; could you say more about that please?

P.M.      Well, is that not one of the moral glories that came out in Jesus; His lowliness, the One who “having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself”, Phil.2:8.  Think of the perfection of a Man who humbled Himself.

A.G.M.      So we have to give up everything of ourselves to take account of the Man who humbled Himself.  You mentioned meditation earlier; do you think that comes by way of meditation?

P.M.      I think so, and the going out every morning to gather the manna would link with that.  They could not keep it overnight; if they did, the worms would work in it.  It had to be fresh.  What sustains us in the testimony is not something that we knew ten years ago, (not that there is any change in the divine word) but it is the fresh supply, as our brother said, “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”.  It is the maintenance of the fresh supply of food in relation to a Man who was here for the will of God.

J.A.B.      Do we find that our lives depend on this food?  The Lord said; “He that believes on me has life eternal.  I am the bread of life”.  There is no life outside of what you are speaking about, not any life worth living anyway!  

P.M.      In chapter 3 of John’s gospel, the Lord Jesus speaks of the Spirit’s work in new birth, and a divine operation in new birth must come first.  Then what has been born of God can only be satisfied and sustained by what is of God.  It cannot be sustained by anything else.  Now I have to say to myself, have I found what is of God in my own soul?  That is an important question in our histories.  We are touching on basic truths, dear brethren, and I do not apologise for that.  I have to touch and locate what is of God in my soul, and that can only be fed by what is from God.  That is what we have in John 4; we have the living water, the wells of salvation, and the free flow of the Holy Spirit.  Then we come to chapter 6 and there is bread which is from God, and it is in the person of Jesus.

J.W.      They said to one another “What is it? for they did not know what it was”.  The manna was readily available but I wondered if there was a suggestion that there is always something that is beyond us in the Lord Jesus.  I was thinking of that verse where they said “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him”, Mark 4:41.  The manna was readily available, but is there always something there that is beyond the human mind?

P.M.      Yes, the natural man could not understand it; they say “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary … ?”, Mark 6:3.  But there was there that which was of a completely different character of life altogether and it came from heaven.  We belong to heaven.  Those that are redeemed belong to heaven through the work of Christ.  He has put His claim upon us and the Holy Spirit has operated in new birth, and now serves us in order that we might be fed and sustained here in relation to another order of life altogether.

R.H.      Would feeding on the manna in a habitual way bring about features of manhood with us, which would enable us to proceed through wilderness surroundings where there is so much antagonistic to those that love the Lord?  Is it a habitual matter?  It does not happen all at once; we begin to feed on the Lord from an early stage when we come to know Him, but it becomes a habitual matter.  Is it a matter of growth and formation?

P.M.      That is what this food is for.  It is to build up a constitution that is able to stand in the scene in relation to the will of God, and in relation to a Man who is in another world.  That is what we come to in John 6, that He is the Centre of another world altogether.

R.T.      It says here in verse 20 “But they did not hearken to Moses”.  Is that where the failure came in?  They were not under his authority when the food was left until morning.

P.M.      Yes, and that comes out in the history of the children of Israel.  They murmured against Moses, that is, against the authority of Christ seen in expression in Moses.  They set aside Moses’ word, and really what they were doing was setting aside all that was from God, because they rejected the authority of the One in whom God had vested everything.  Our blessing lies in coming under the authority of Christ and the authority of the word of God.

R.T.      That is important, because there are many alternative foods available to us, but there is authority in what God provides.  It has an end in view as we are subject to that authority.

P.M.      Yes.  I get nothing if I am not subject.  The Lord Jesus was always subject.  Feeding on the manna would help us to feed on the One who was always in subjection to the will of God.

R.Gar.      Is that seen in the Lord Himself; “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  Just before that, He says “I have food to eat which ye do not know” (v.32).  There is only one kind of food as far as the Lord is concerned in John 4.  The disciples went away to look for other food but there was only one kind of food, and that is what we should be resting our souls on.

P.M.      I think so; the will of God is related to our place here in the testimony.  The purpose of God stands related to our place eternally, but the will of God stands related to our place here in the testimony.  Paul says “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification”, 1 Thess.4:3.  It is that we should be set apart from all that is here.  The manna, and the feeding in John 6, has in view setting us apart from all that marks the world that has rejected Christ, so that we might be here in relation to God’s will.

D.J.Wr.      I wondered whether rightly viewing the loaf on Lord’s day morning would remind us of the kind of manhood of Jesus that you have been speaking of.  In taking up a body that was prepared for Him, He came here to do the will of God:-

‘Nothing but His will Thy measure 

        All along that suff’ring way’.            (Hymn 30)

That should be a weekly reminder to us, do you think, as to how we are to be?

P.M.      Yes, and it would revive our affections as we are occupied with the One who had no other motive but to do the will of God.

J.C.G.      The word in John 6 is “I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven”.  That is important in relation to the deadness of what is around us.

P.M.      The Lord Jesus is the living bread and He gives living food for His own.  That comes out in John 6.  Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life”.  Where will you find “words of life”?  What is in view in John 6 is that as having had individual histories and transactions with the Lord Jesus personally, we are brought into circumstances where we can be at home in the company.

J.C.G.      I thought of Caleb.  One of the things that he said was that “Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years”, Josh.14:10.  God kept him alive; Caleb had a constitution because he was feeding on what God provided.  It saw him right into the privileged position of the inheritance.

P.M.      Yes, and therefore this living food has come to us.  The “Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1:14.  Think of the magnitude of such a simple statement; “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”.  The Lord Jesus has come right to where we are in order that we might feed on His flesh and drink of His blood, available to us because He has been into death and has come out of it.

P.A.G.      You said in your opening remarks that John 6 might be difficult, and verse 60 says “Many therefore of his disciples having heard it said, This word is hard; who can hear it?”  Can you help us as to what was in your mind?

P.M.      “Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves”.  I wondered if we could get some help as to that because it seems to me to be vital if a living testimony is to be maintained here.  Earlier Jesus says “This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, that one may eat of it and not die”.  No doubt that is what He goes on to speak of; “I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever”.  That is something that He viewed as having happened, “shall have eaten”.  It is the reception of the blessed Man who has come into flesh and blood condition, received into believers’ souls as the One who is able to give eternal life to the world.  But when we come to this further section, there is something to be worked out in us.  It is not only that He has given His life for our eternal salvation but He has given His blood and His flesh that we might have life in ourselves.  

P.A.G.      So is part of the test then that accepting the death of Christ, eating His flesh and drinking His blood, does not improve me in any way whatsoever?  It displaces me utterly, and that is the hard thing.

P.M.      That is one of the hardest lessons that we have to learn.  The Lord Jesus came into the condition of flesh and blood.  He speaks here of those two features as separate, involving that He went into death in order that we might feed on that death and find that everything that marks what is according to nature, and according to the first order, will never produce life, but will only produce death.  The Lord Jesus has become available through His death so that we might arrive at an order of life in ourselves that has its origin in the death of Christ.

D.A.B.      Was the hard bit that He was going away?  He said “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before”?  I was thinking that the passover involved a change of place, and all the people of Israel could bring into the wilderness was unleavened bread.  No other food came from Egypt.  There was a separation from the world in which the disciples would have been happy to remain.  I wondered if it is new food for a new place for the believer.  I accept what has been said about the way in which the manna sustains us here; it sustains us because we do not belong here.

P.M.      That is an important point reached in the soul of the believer, that through redemption I do not belong to this scene.  I belong to another world.  The One who is the Centre of it is the One who has paid the price of my redemption, but He is not on the cross now, He is in heaven.  But in this section, I come to accept that everything that was according to the first order of man had to be removed in the death of Christ because God has another order of life altogether in view.  He would give us that life in ourselves.

D.A.B.      It would also make it easier to see that this is all from the Father.  The Father is Someone who we can come to know.  Following up what was said a moment ago about Moses, the Lord said that it was not Moses that had given them the bread out of heaven, but His Father.  That comes with the idea of authority which has been referred to.  We hear of the Father and we learn from Him, and we learn what the will of the Father is.  Those things direct us to this kind of food and this kind of place.

P.M.      The Lord Jesus lived on account of the Father.  Eating His flesh and drinking His blood has in view that we should come to live on account of the Lord Jesus, it says, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”.  That is what is in view, that through the acceptance of His death upon ourselves, we should come to feed on a Man who is in the presence of God, and live on account of Him.

D.A.B.      I might be quite willing to accept that He died for me, but I feed on that which was given for me.  That is a blessed privilege which the believer has.

P.M.      It is, and I might say without being critical of other believers, that it is a privilege that is little known in Christendom.  Little is said about the moral bearing of the death of Christ.  A great deal is said as to the life of Jesus, and we rejoice in the life of Jesus, but little is said as to the moral bearing of His death.  It could not be, because the system itself would have to give way to it.

P.J.W.      Is there a link with what Paul says as to “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body”, 2 Cor.4:10.  I was thinking about the word being hard; the note to the dying of Jesus speaks of the ‘putting to death’ which is what needs to be done.  That order of man has to be put to death in me, do you think?

P.M.      Yes, because man according to flesh was never the purpose of God.  He had man in Christ as His purpose, and this section that we have read would help us.  We must come to it that man according to flesh had to be removed in the death of Christ, and that the Lord went that way so that His flesh and His blood might be available as nourishment to us in view of another order of life altogether.

R.Gar.      Is there a moral order in this?  ‘Shall have’ eaten His flesh and drunk His blood; that is the death of Christ removing the old order of man in me.  Then eating His flesh and drinking His blood is the current operation of eating, it is the new order of man in me that now can appreciate the kind of Man who was here with a view to going into death.  When we have the constitution resulting from “he also who eats me”, we can then enjoy Him as the raised and glorified Man where He is in the presence of the Father.

P.M.      That is helpful.  We must have it in order; “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”; He is not only my source but He is my object in the scene where He is.  The Lord Jesus lived on account of the Father because the Father was the source of everything in His pathway here, and the object in all that He did.  Then He says that through the drinking of His blood and the feeding on His flesh, we are to appreciate a new order of life, and I can feed on Him where He is and live in relation to that blessed Man (v.57).

D.B.R.      In verse 56, He says “”He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him”.  That is a very blessed result to be reached.

P.M.      Yes, “dwells in me and I in him”; that is related to the place which I have in His affections and the place which He has in mine.  There is a new object for my affections in another world and I come to it through the feeding and the drinking.  I come to prove that there is another Source of life who can satisfy me in another world altogether.

D.B.R.      It gives the Lord complete satisfaction, and if we tasted that, it would preserve us from the disposition to go away that comes in at the end of the chapter.  If we are truly satisfied with Christ in this way, dwelling in Him and Him in us, that would be the whole objective of our lives, do you think?  It would cover the whole course of our lives.

P.M.      And the Spirit is here as the One who quickens us in relation to that Man where He is.  We could not touch this without the quickening power of the Spirit.

We are coming to the close of this reading.  Maybe we might ask our own souls – have I not only understood the teaching, but do I know the experience?  Is the experience of living on account of Christ something that I know?  Is the quickening power of the Spirit to cause me to live in relation to that world known to me?  Quickening is life that is not bounded by death, it is an order of life that is sustained and to which death cannot attach.  The Spirit has come to quicken us in relation to a Man who is the Centre of God’s world and to hold us in relation to it.

D.A.B.      Is what has been said about satisfaction really union?  It links with “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”, John 14:20.  In spiritual things, I get food through the Head; the Lord Jesus is the source of my food.

P.M.      That is so vital, because He is available as Head to each one of us individually, so that we can draw everything from Him, but to do that I must have finished with the Adam, because I cannot have two heads.  If I have finished with that order of man, Christ becomes the Head and His headship is pure and holy.  If I am drawing from Him, and you are drawing from Him, we shall walk along together.

D.A.B.      I was thinking that we sometimes find what I might call the directional side of headship exercising, but to understand that I am connected to a perpetual, living, heavenly Source of soul nourishment is very attractive.

P.M.      And it underlies the fact that His life is my life.  I do not have a different life from my Head.  He is living to God and living for the pleasure of God, and the believer as having Christ as his Head is also living to God.
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Scripture references

Exodus 16:13-18 (JND) [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating.

John 6:47-71 (JND) [47] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes [on me] has life eternal. [48] I am the bread of life. [49] Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and died. [50] This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. [52] The Jews therefore contended among themselves, saying, How can he give us this flesh to eat? [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day: [55] for my flesh is truly food and my blood is truly drink. [56] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him. [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me. [58] This is the bread which has come down out of heaven. Not as the fathers ate and died: he that eats this bread shall live for ever. …

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Exodus 15:25 (JND) [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Psalms 78:25 (JND) [25] Man did eat the bread of the mighty; he sent them provision to the full.

Psalms 103:20 (JND) [20] Bless Jehovah, ye his angels, mighty in strength, that execute his word, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

John 6:33 (JND) [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Acts 6:15 (JND) [15] And all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as [the] face of an angel.

Acts 7:56 (JND) [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

1 Samuel 15:23 (JND) [23] For rebellion is [as] the sin of divination, And selfwill is [as] iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, He hath also rejected thee from being king.

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Numbers 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass that when the people murmured, it was evil in the ears of Jehovah; and Jehovah heard it, and his anger was kindled, and the fire of Jehovah burned among them, and consumed [some] in the extremity of the camp. [2] And the people cried to Moses; and Moses prayed to Jehovah and the fire abated. [3] And they called the name of that place Taberah; because a fire of Jehovah burned among them. …

Matthew 8:27 (JND) [27] But the men were astonished, saying, What sort [of man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?

Mark 4:41 (JND) [41] And they feared [with] great fear, and said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

John 7:46 (JND) [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks].

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

Nehemiah 9:20 (JND) [20] Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Philippians 1:19 (JND) [19] for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and [the] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ;

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Matthew 23:37 (JND) [37] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [the city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Mark 4:41 (JND) [41] And they feared [with] great fear, and said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

Mark 6:3 (JND) [3] Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended in him.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

1 Thessalonians 4:3 (JND) [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Joshua 14:10 (JND) [10] And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

John 14:20 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.



TRUSTING IN JESUS


Acts 16:30,31

I have a simple impression about the importance of being maintained in believing.  There is an initial transaction which I believe every one of responsible years in this room has already had with the Lord Jesus, when in faith we put our trust in Him for our eternal salvation.  We believed on Him, that what He did on Calvary’s cross was for me, was for you, and that what He did then settles for time and for eternity the great matter of our sins.  His sacrifice is all sufficient, His precious shed blood is all sufficient to meet the claims of a righteous and holy God, so that He might forgive us our sins.  The Lord Jesus would claim us as His own, and we are waiting for Him to take us soon to be with Him.  We believe in Him. 

I remember an account of a famous tightrope walker who strung a rope across the Niagara Falls, and a great crowd gathered to see what he could do.  He asked the crowd ‘Do you think I can walk across this tightrope?’ and the crowd said ‘Yes, you can do it.’  So he walked out across the falls and back again safely, and the crowd applauded him.  Then he pushed a wheelbarrow out over the falls, and returned safely.  He asked the cheering crowd ‘Do you think I could push a person across the falls in the wheelbarrow?’ and they said ‘Oh yes, you could do that.’  So he asked a man who was cheering loudly, ‘Get in’.  The man refused.  The man was not willing to place his own safety in the hands of the tightrope walker.

I think that even if I had seen that man pushing somebody else across in the wheelbarrow, I would have been very reluctant to go myself.  We can learn through analogies like that.  We may be happy to say that we believe that the Lord Jesus can do things.  We may say that we believe that the Lord Jesus is able to bring us through, and that He is able to do anything.  We might even have seen Him doing it for someone else; we might have taken account of someone else going through a very dark and testing time and being sustained in it by the Lord Jesus.  We might say to ourselves, ‘Yes, I am sure that He could do that for me’.  But then the test comes, and the Lord Jesus would say to us, ‘The moment has come, are you going to trust yourself to me?’  That is what believing on Him is.  It is not just that you believe what you have heard from other people.  It is not even what you have read in the Scriptures.  It is whether you believe on Him absolutely, to trust yourself to His safe keeping.

You may already have trusted Him for your eternal salvation, and nothing can rob you of that.  Not even Satan himself, our very artful and very dangerous foe, can rob you of your eternal salvation.  But the question arises, Is he robbing you of your present salvation, of your present joy in the Lord?  Is he robbing the Lord Jesus of your trust?  Is he robbing God?  When I heard the story about the tightrope walker, I thought to myself that the glory would all be to the person who was pushing the wheelbarrow.  And that is how it is for you, dear friend.  If you truly put your trust in the Lord Jesus, simply believing that He is able to bring you through, and do not doubt, or try your own scheming, or have your own plans for how you are going to make your own way through; if you simply confide in Him, place the whole matter into His hands, there will be no glory for you.  The glory will all be His.  That is what the Lord Jesus is looking for.  He is looking for you to so confide in Him, to so place your full abiding trust in Him, and the glory will all be to Him.  That is why He is appealing to you tonight.  Surely it will be for your own joy and satisfaction – there will be riches untold for you.  But what He is looking for is that the glory will be all to Him as the One who is able to bring you through.  It is wonderful what Paul said to the Philippian jailor; “Believe on the Lord Jesus.”  How simple it is.  You can well imagine that jailor wondering, a bit like Naaman, ’Surely there must be something else I should be doing’.  No, simply believe on the Lord Jesus!  What a One He is, the Lord Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth, the One who came here, Jah the Saviour.

We were speaking earlier about John, who wrote the Revelation.  He knew the Lord Jesus, possibly better than any other person apart from the Father Himself.  As a young man, he had been with Jesus from His early days of ministry.  John had seen the wonderful miracles that Jesus had done, heard the amazing parables that He had told, seen His glory on the mount of transfiguration, then witnessed His suffering as one of the few present who was sympathetic to the Lord Jesus.  John had access into places that some of the other disciples did not seem to have, he witnessed the Lord Jesus suffering at the hands of men, then witnessed those hours of darkness.  John was near the cross.  He tells us of the One that he had contemplated, the Word, the One who he had taken account of as setting out the whole heart and mind of His God and Father.  As we believe on Jesus, His objective is to win our trust, win our confidence.  Where is He taking us?  He has in mind to so gain your trust, that He might introduce you into the very presence of His God and Father.  He wants to introduce you into a divine system of things that He knows will satisfy your heart like nothing else can.  Do you trust Him for that?  Do you trust that He is able to make your life infinitely more meaningful than you can?  He will give you purpose, give you an objective in your life which will mean that when you come to the end of it, however long or short it might be, you will be able look back and say that it was all worthwhile.  Are you trusting to your own efforts to accomplish that, or will you trust the Lord Jesus?  He is the One who is not only able to save you, but is able to give meaning and purpose to your life, in a way that will be to His glory, not to yours – although it will be for your joy and satisfaction while you are here, and then when you go to be with Him.

These matters are very simple yet very fundamental.  What a great matter it is to simply put our trust in the Lord Jesus, in His shed blood, and also as the One that we can lean on, the One we can have our eye on and follow, the One we can trust to bring us through.  We need to be obedient to what He would have us to do, and prove for ourselves the safety there is in that, the joy there is in it.  We will not prove that joy by watching someone else, we will only prove it by confiding ourselves to Him.

Might we be encouraged to do so, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Brechin

27 July 2014

I. Purdy


Scripture references

Acts 16:30-31 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.



EDITOR’S NOTE


The reading published this month was part of meetings held at Grangemouth on 8-10 August 2014.  It is in mind that other ministry enjoyed during these meetings will be published, if the Lord will, in alternate editions of Notes of Ministry over several months.

However, it is recognised that many readers will also want to have the notes of these meetings in bound form, and it is in mind to publish such a book, free of charge.  If you are not covered by the usual arrangements in your local gathering for the provision of these books of ministry given at such three day meetings, and would like to receive this one, please either email or write to me, and it will be sent to you when it is ready.
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Notes


	[←1]
	 J.N. Darby Synopsis Vol.1 p.117
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