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“UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIMES”

B. M. Deck 

1 Chronicles 12: 32; Romans 13: 11–14; John 6: 16–21 

What is said of these children of Issachar is that they “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”. Not exactly that they were telling Israel what to do, but ‘to know what Israel ought to do’—a very important matter. These children of Issachar had not always been that way—they had acquired wisdom under David. A very important feature that we should pray for is an understanding of the times. We are in very remarkable days, beloved brethren, the times of the end. Paul, like a child of Issachar, says, “knowing the time, that it is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep”. In John 6 it says the Lord knew what He was going to do. 

We need to be exercised and concerned to be alert as to this time we are in. The Lord speaks of the parable of the fig tree; when you see the branch become tender you know the summer is near (see Matthew 24: 32). You see, it is the power of life working in secret. Daniel understood by the books; that would be important—we must not discredit the books, but better to be the book. What I am trying to say is that there is a secret line that brings about a certain knowledge of things that is not just all on the surface. When the branch “becomes tender”—oh how alert we should be by the Spirit to the tenderness and the delicacy of the sovereign work of God as it appears, and it is to be protected. The Lord is moving with the end in view; the summer is near. While there has been the winter, that time will soon be  past and the flowers will appear on the earth and the time of singing be come (see Song of Songs 2: 11, 12). It may be that we are not in that time, but we need to be developing in a sensitivity to appreciate the closing features of the work of God in regard to the assembly, particularly as the Lamb’s wife. So these children of Issachar are very interesting people. 

As I said, they had not always had understanding of the times. Under Jacob they were crouching down between burdens, needing to get lifted up. How easily we become depressed in the sphere of our responsibility, where we have so failed. The Lord would not have us remain overwhelmed, but rather rise up in His strength, lest we become impoverished through over-occupation with failure, and become a tributary servant, and I believe it adds (see Genesis 49: 15), that he was not only an ass but a bony one. These things are to mean something to us, brethren, because we have been through these things. I do not suppose there is any one of us here that would not, in some measure, have part in those deep moral exercises of recovery, in which we have proved God’s faithfulness. But if He has given us something, let us pursue it, and it will increase. So there is increase in these children of Issachar. Now with David, they acquire an understanding of the times, what Israel ought to do, and they are men of influence. 

Under Moses, of course, there was an increase too. There was a gathering together of the peoples and the abundance of the seas, lifting our view to what is collective and universal (see Deuteronomy 33: 19). I am not weakening the sorrow and anguish of many hearts in which we all feelingly share, but let us see that the Lord is doing a great work, and a universal work. It says, “For they will suck the abundance of the seas”. It is a wonderful comfort to our spirits, dear brethren, to see that the Lord is maintaining a position universally, not in ecclesiastical pretension, but on moral grounds. It must be so, for the Spirit is here in unbroken unity; let us therefore be diligent to keep it, and to walk becomingly, as our second scripture says, in regard to the broken day we are in. So that “the hidden treasures of the sand” involve great wealth recovered, not yet displayed, in the myriads who love God. I cannot but feel the Lord has something choice in regard of the closing moments of testimony before the rapture. 

So when we come to David these children of Issachar had understanding of the times, what Israel ought to do. As I said, it is not exactly that they are telling people what to do. I think we need to be very careful as to what we tell people to do. Though in reproach, the testimony of our Lord will go through and we need to understand the extraordinary days we have come through. Who could have envisaged them? but the One who is over all saw it all and has measured it, every bit of it. It will not be a day too long or a day too short, as someone said of those ten days of tribulation (Revelation 2: 10)—they are measured. It would not be eleven and it would not be nine, it would be ten. So in the present time let us be comforted, beloved, that it is measured. 

So of these men it says, “the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their bidding”. I think it shows a willing people; it is not exactly the area of commandment, it is the mutuality of love working. It is a family idea—the heads would mean fathers, men of  influence spiritually. I do not think we arrive at the present position through demand or compliance, and certainly not through law. I am not weakening the commandments of the Lord; far be it; but to 

come under David, that is Christ of course, is headship. We must come by way of the Lord, that is Moses, as these men did, but then to come under the conscious influence and impulse of holding fast the Head. Oh let us not let Him go again, dear brethren! There can be nothing more important to stress than holding fast the Head. So as getting things direct from Christ up there, persons acquire moral influence, and their brethren are at their bidding. I believe there is a choice touch in this of an area of mutuality, of family affection; “at their bidding”, as if they want to do it. A suggestion, and they do it. Why? Because it comes from our Head in heaven; the means He uses are wonderful. Dear brethren, the truth of the assembly has not gone; it is working, it is operating; though in smallness, we can walk in the light of it. Let us not have mean thoughts, or small thoughts; it is not exactly a remnant outwardly it is, and in weakness, but as some of us have said, that may have to do with our safety. By faith we can become strong out of weakness. We are to hold to the full thoughts of God about the assembly, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, “I will build my assembly”, Matthew 16: 18. He will not be thwarted. 

So Paul is like this in Romans where he has opened up the great truth of the glad tidings. He says, “This also, knowing the time”, as if he is bringing it forward as a fresh lever to these Roman Christians, and it would extend to ourselves. “This also, knowing the time, that it is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed”. How near is it? Let us be aroused out of sleep, and, overcoming amidst pressures, let us come back to them from another place. Let us find an area of peace where Christ is and then come back another way to this waste and howling wilderness, where we 

learn God in His ways and learn divine grace, and prove mercy. Now it is time to be aroused out of sleep; the lethargy that has marked us too long is to go. The Laodicean condition that grips the public profession should break our hearts. Oh let us shine as lights amidst it; let us buy the eye-salve, and white garments, and gold purified by fire, and let us go through as overcomers amidst the public shame and breakdown of what Christ so loves. Let us walk in this light in contrition and in humility. 

Paul says a lot here that we cannot now cover. “The night is far spent, and the day is near; let us cast away therefore the works of darkness”; there is no time for them. Let us “walk becomingly”; let our feet be established in the 2 Timothy 2 path. It is still our charter, you know, in a way the more so because of the increased devastation, calamity, and breakdown where the light was so bright in those recovered to the truth. Therefore it is more than ever our charter, and let us find a oneness together morally in pure hearts that call upon the Lord. 

So you put on the Lord Jesus Christ. How do you put Him on? Not just like changing your suit. Who can put on the Lord Jesus Christ? Let Christ shine in our lives and testimony. But how can we put Him on if He is not already dwelling by faith in our hearts? Oh, the secret of Christianity is Christ in your heart. If you have got that you have everything; you need  nothing more. “For me to live is Christ”, Paul says. It will not be difficult then to see Christ continued here in His body in those who put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Just a word as to John 6. The connection is in an earlier verse, “for he knew what he was going to do” (John 6: 6). There has never been a moment in the testimony, nor will there ever be a 

moment, in which that is not true; the Lord knows what He is going to do. What restfulness that brings! It must be so; everything is committed to Him. The Father loves the Son and has committed all things into His hand; we can trust that hand; He is able for everything; it is the hand of the Person who is the Creator, and our Redeemer, our Shepherd, and our Friend. We can trust that hand implicitly. He knew what He was going to do. In this remarkable chapter of reduction there is food that makes for quality—His flesh and His blood. Oh, let us go in for these things; let us learn experimentally to feed on the death of Jesus, His flesh, His humanity, and His blood. Oh what depths come into our souls as we think of it, and it makes for a true formation in the quality of discipleship so needed now. 

Many went back, alas; how we sorrow over them! We would not unchristianise them; the Lord knows those that are His. It brought out a quality in Peter who says, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” Those retained were those to whom Christ meant everything. I venture to suggest that those retained in the testimony at the end will be those who cannot get on without Jesus. To live is Christ; our secret of life is because He lives; that is John 6. Well, these beloved disciples were rowing hard to get to shore. The Lord had not come to them. A most remarkable situation—difficult rowing, the strong wind against them, and the sea agitated. They had rowed twenty-five or thirty stadia and the Lord had not come to them. 

What does it mean? I think, beloved, it means that the Lord wants us to go through something when it may not be outwardly clear what it is—twenty-five or thirty stadia; it does not say which it was, one or the other, perhaps it was twenty-six; the point is it is just not quite clear. 

Beloved, we do not see everything; the Lord does; He knows what He is going to do. I think it has that application. I just feel it, as we speak simply, that the wind is against us in the great public confusion, and the sea is agitated, it surely is. Some of us were reminded recently that the great need in the storm is to out-live it. Let us have faith in the One who is over the storm. 

We might say He has allowed the storm; I would not say caused the storm, but He allowed it. 

In the meantime these beloved disciples are rowing. Let us keep together, dear brethren, let us not faint, but lift up the hands that hang down and strengthen the feeble knees; let us be pursuing what is right, pursuing the truth we love. There may be things yet that we do not fully understand, whether twenty-five or thirty stadia we do not know—then it was that the Lord drew near to them. Oh what a comfort to our spirits to find the Lord drawing near to us in a meeting, or at any time; we could not limit the Lord at any time. He is a divine Person, He is God over all blessed for ever; He can ride the storm. He can walk on the agitated waters, the storm does not affect Jesus. Ah! He has met the storm through His own blessed death, He has vanquished every adverse element. What a Saviour we have, whom we can trust and love. 

 He is beyond the storm, but we are in the storm, we cannot deny it, publicly, and we are not just too sure how many more stadia there are to go, but let us keep on—the Lord knows what He is going to do. It was not that He was forcing His way; the Lord can go anywhere; He is still walking amidst the seven golden lamps, but where is it He wants to come? Where He is wanted, where He is loved, where persons are committed to the truth; even though there is a storm it is to bring out the quality of devotion so needed at the close of the dispensation. Then they willingly receive Him into 

the ship, and were immediately at the land to which they went. Beloved, the presence of Jesus is everything. Let us prove it more and more in our gatherings by the Spirit. He will lead and guide us through in view of His coming, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch
27 November 1979 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 12:32 (JND) [32] And of the children of Issachar, who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their bidding.

Romans 13:11-14 (JND) [11] This also, knowing the time, that it is already time that *we* should be aroused out of sleep; for now [is] our salvation nearer than when we believed. [12] The night is far spent, and the day is near; let us cast away therefore the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. [13] As in the day, let us walk becomingly; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and lasciviousness, not in strife and emulation. [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not take forethought for the flesh to [fulfil its] lusts.

John 6:16-21 (JND) [16] But when evening was come, his disciples went down to the sea, [17] and having gone on board ship, they went over the sea to Capernaum. And it had already become dark, and Jesus had not come to them, [18] and the sea was agitated by a strong wind blowing. [19] Having rowed then about twenty-five or thirty stadia, they see Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the ship; and they were frightened. [20] But he says to them, It is I: be not afraid. [21] They were willing therefore to receive him into the ship; and immediately the ship was at the land to which they went.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Matthew 24:32 (JND) [32] But learn the parable from the fig-tree: When already its branch becomes tender and produces leaves, ye know that the summer is near.

Song of Solomon 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For behold, the winter is past, The rain is over, it is gone: [12] The flowers appear on the earth; The time of singing is come, And the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land;

Genesis 49:15 (JND) [15] And he saw the rest that it was good, And the land that it was pleasant; And he bowed his shoulder to bear, And was a tributary servant.

Deuteronomy 33:19 (JND) [19] They shall invite [the] peoples to the mountain; There they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness; For they will suck the abundance of the seas, And the hidden treasures of the sand.

Revelation 2:10 (JND) [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:6 (JND) [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



HIDDEN THINGS

A. M. Davidson 

Matthew 13: 33, 44, 51, 52; Luke 12: 1–3; 15: 8–10; 1 Corinthians 2: 6–16 

I wish to speak of what is ‘hidden’. I have mainly in mind what is hidden in each one of us of a substantial spiritual character connected with what each of us cherishes, and where our treasure is, which must involve our hearts. To make way for this, for what is positive, we have to be delivered from what is hidden in a wrong way. Each of us is thus to have something substantial in our souls, resulting in our being substantial persons. It is not exactly a matter of what is seen, but of what is inward. It reminds me of the tip of an iceberg, most of the iceberg being hidden. That should be the case with each of us, there being no outward show, but nevertheless something substantial hidden there. It involves what each of us inwardly treasures that substantially affects us in our outward lives. One of the verses read in Matthew says that every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old. The effect of this is to be increasingly seen. So we are each to get such a treasure, involving something that we basically cherish in our souls. 

I wonder whether we are all like that, whether we have come thus to treasure something in our souls. This is to grow, the assembly being made up of such persons, as being the mystery in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The treasures of each of its members are available and come to light when we are together. 

Earlier in the chapter the Lord, referring to the disciples, said, “to you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not given”, going on to say that 

“whoever has, to him shall be given … but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken  away from him”, (Matthew 13: 11, 12). This means that if we use what we have it increases, and we are caused to be in abundance spiritually. If we do not use it we finally lose it; we lose what we outwardly appeared to have. Just to refer for a minute to what is hidden in a wrong sense, this might be likened to the working of leaven, the working of something wrong in us or among us that is there in a hidden way and stems from wrong feelings, wrong relationships, wrong thoughts and wrong speaking. We all have to learn to judge such things since the enemy uses them to damage the assembly in a way analogous to the working of leaven, resulting finally, if it continues, in the corruption of the whole position. 

So in the first scripture read the Lord says that “The kingdom of the heavens is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until it had all been leavened”. Hidden things can thus come in, and if they are not checked it may affect the whole locality; anybody would be far from reality if he did not agree with that. Paul in 1 Corinthians 5 tells the Corinthians that they were to purge out the old leaven that they might become a new lump in accordance with what they were abstractly. 

They were not to celebrate the passover, Christ sacrificed for us, with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. The result is that through self-judgment we are each simply amongst the brethren as sincere and open persons. We need that openness, with nothing working underneath. How easy it is for there to be such workings, specially if there are wrong thoughts, wrong speaking, and wrong relationships between us; the enemy uses these things to damage the assembly and he is a terrible force to be reckoned with; we need to give him nothing at all that he can use as a weapon. Of course, what the woman did is actually what has happened in the history of the church down the dispensation. 

The scripture in Luke 12 was read to refer to the same thing in a different way before we go on to more positive aspects of the matter of what is hidden. It says that we are to beware of the leaven of what is Pharisaic, which is hypocrisy, “there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known”. What is said in secret shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. We are very prone to these things, and they do not help in any locality; they are all against the working of the body and the one Spirit, to say nothing of the working of the mystery. I wanted to dwell on the latter for a while, it is, in fact, the main aspect of what I have in mind. The mystery is something of God going on amongst us that is not noticeable to the natural faculties, it being discerned by spirituality amongst the saints. 

Something goes on amongst us that results in what is substantial being produced in each of us of the work of God; it multiplies as it goes on under Christ’s headship. The last scripture dwells on it a little more, referring to things that eye has not seen, and so on, that are hidden to the natural faculties. 

Well now to go on to Matthew 13: 44, I think the germ of the thing began when the Lord was here, and stemmed from the Lord’s own experiences; speaking reverently, it was a real literal experience that the Lord had. The kingdom of the heavens was like a treasure hid in the field,  referring to what was subject to the work of God in the souls of the circle of disciples who companied with Him, and which was capable of growth under suitable conditions. When the Lord was here He appeared as a Man like other men, but the trouble with all other men was that their interests were worldly, earthly and completely different from His heavenly interests. 

They did not see any beauty in Him that they should desire Him, and they saw nothing in Him that would make Him useful as fitting in any way into man’s world, involving the system of things that made life meaningful as far as they were concerned. He could not fulfil any religious position, such as high priest; He could not command an army in the way that they understood, and He could not be a governor of a province; He could not even be a successful business man; He just could not fit into man’s world because He was a heavenly Man. His interests were not man’s interests, and they saw nothing in Him that would attract them and make Him useful to them. According to John 18 he said, “My kingdom is not of this world”, and Pilate was finally provoked to ask of Him, “Whence art thou?” 

But He did gather a few followers around Him, these being those the Father had given Him out of the world. The Father, in fact, worked in them that they might be so drawn to Him, they being so impressed by Christ that they left all and followed Him. Of course, if the Father had not worked in them they could not have been so drawn to Him since there is nothing in common between what is divine and what is creature. He was able to commune with them in a common bond of sympathy and affection in relation to the trials of His suffering pathway and He told them at one time, “ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations”, Luke 22: 28. There was thus a circle around the Lord where He could find understanding, sympathy and affection, though He was completely rejected by men in general. They were His companions in tribulation, as it were, and it must have been wonderful to the Lord’s heart to have that. The most wonderful thing that the Lord found in that circle related to the great mission that He had as coming into the world, relating to the economy that had come into being, and the position of each of the divine Persons in that economy, the bringing about of all the great counsels of God, and God’s current interests related to Israel and men in general at that time. He was able to confide something of these things to His companions in the spirit of friendship, though they did not understand much since the Spirit had not come at that point. 

But there was an interest with them, a simplicity that accepted what He said, even though they did not understand much about it. How wonderful it must have been to the Lord to have those whom He could so confide in, even though they did not have much understanding in relation to the great mission that lay before Him. He was able to speak to them about the great thoughts of God and according to John 17 He said of them to the Father, “I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all things that thou hast given me are of thee; for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them, and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me”, (John 17: 6–8). Considering the little that they did in fact understand, they were evidently very receptive in a simple child-like  spirit, and it must have been very precious to the heart of the Lord that He found this in those who were only creatures. He found in them, in this sense, a treasure, and what a treasure it must have been to Him! They were creature companions to whom He could confide the great thoughts of God with which He was freighted so as to bring them about. He who had originally created everything (John 1: 3) must have greatly been affected by it. He found the treasure in His experiences with His own, finding it in their souls. 

It was some new thing and, according to Matthew 11: 25 and Luke 10: 21, He could rejoice with the Father in relation to what He had found in those whom the Father had given to Him, as appreciating the Father’s gift to Him. He also said to His own, according to Luke 10: 23, “Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see. For I say to you that many prophets and kings have desired to see the thing which ye behold, and did not see them; and to hear the things which ye hear, and did not hear them”. The Lord says, as to the treasure, “which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field”. Think of the Lord finding this wonderful thing in those who were the Father’s gift to Him, and the joy that it gave Him. In His exhilaration, as it were, speaking reverently, it would cause Him to think of the even greater matter of securing access to both Jew and Gentile, after the Spirit had come, that there should be the same thing working out in them in a collective sense down the dispensation. In His joy in the matter, moreover, He has disposed of all other interests that He might have those of the assembly who would be interested in all the divine thoughts and their fulfilment, and in what God is doing in the present dispensation, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge connected with the great original thoughts of God in counsel being knowable, and capable of being experienced, by those of the assembly. 

Well, that is what works out in the assembly at the present time, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge connected with the great original thoughts of God in counsel. So it behoves us to be with the Lord as He is with us in headship, as we assemble together, so that there may be consequent formation taking place as we are brought substantially into the good of the wonderful inheritance that is ours as belonging to the assembly. We tend to think of these things as being mere doctrine, but they are the great thoughts of God and it is open to us to become formed in them and in the knowledge of our heavenly portion. The whole matter has been committed into the Lord’s hands, and is thus under His control, and we are all under His jurisdiction for blessing. He would love to bring us into the enjoyment of all these wonderful things; we are to occupy ourselves with them, and the Lord is Himself in great joy over us in the matter, this joy having begun when He was with His own down here. We are to be occupied with the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God (Ephesians 3: 9), and the working of it as we are together in the Spirit. 

The scripture in Luke 15 refers to the Spirit typified in the woman having ten drachmas and losing one of them. This works out that any one of us might not be available as we are together, but the Spirit knows and He is bent on using every  one. It refers to how He would sweep the house and carefully seek that all of us might be available, that this great matter of the mystery might be known by us, and be worked out among us practically. The Spirit would bring us practically into full participation in what He Himself is at down here throughout the present dispensation. The scripture says that the woman calls together the friends and neighbours—all of us—saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost”. The Spirit is interested in all of the drachmas amongst us because if there are any missing, or hidden, it hinders Him by affecting the spiritual monetary system, as it were. Every one is needed and is valuable in the matter of what is being worked out in the great spiritual realm that is experienced in the Spirit as the saints are together. So the Spirit brings light into the matter, a lamp, and the sweeping and the searching go on; it is all in view of the Spirit searching all things, even the depths of God. We provoke each other spiritually in the matter as each and all take part when we are together. 

I suppose that angels come into the matter too, for they are all very interested. It says that there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner. So if we are not as we should be the angels take account of that and then they love to see us get right. According to Ephesians 3 they take account of the working out in the assembly of the all-various wisdom of God according to the purpose of the ages, and they would, no doubt, have much joy in that. 

Underlying it all, of course, is the appreciation of each other in love; this results, according to Ephesians 4: 16, in a self-building up in love, through the working of every joint of supply, as the truth is held by us in love; “the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to 

the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”. You get a position that builds itself up as each has a treasure, and it is all available under the Lord’s hand. It is all, moreover, multiplied under His hand through the working of headship, especially through the gifts that He has given. 

The last scripture read brings in the hidden wisdom. Paul says, “we speak wisdom among the perfect”, and “we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery”. Think of this mysterious wisdom that has been hidden in God from before the world’s foundation, but has been brought to light in the present dispensation. Paul could say, according to 1 Corinthians 4: 1, that he and those with him were “stewards of the mysteries of God”, to bring them out in accordance with how the Lord would want them brought out. We can all say, in a sense, that we are likewise stewards of these mysteries; it works out in stewardship amongst us as those of the assembly are all severally initiated into the great mysteries of God Himself, as the Spirit searches the depths of God in relation to that which was predetermined before the ages for our glory. It is not ordinary wisdom such as we use in our own affairs, but it is spiritual wisdom related to the affairs of God. It refers to something which was hidden from the time of the original divine counsels, and the Lord would like us to be with Him in the matter as being interested in all the different aspects of what is coming out, and is being worked out, as we are assembled. How the Lord would be interested in, and appreciate, us as we are with Him in the matter of what is closest to His heart related to the Father’s thoughts in counsel, as we are with Him mutually, His interests ours and ours His. They are things that are not apparent to the natural faculties, things that eye has not seen and ear not heard, and which do not come into man’s heart, that God has prepared for them that love Him. They are hidden in God, but the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. It leads to a position in the service of God in His very presence where the approach is equal to the revelation. Think of the depths of the revelation and of man in Christ as being made equal for it, as we are taken up to be “in Christ”. 

So it goes on to say that these things are only understood in the Spirit, and they are only spoken by spiritual means, and moreover they are only discerned by persons who are spiritual, who therefore discern all things. We ought to become spiritual and not just remain natural persons who are content to remain in their natural circumstances; spiritual persons have spiritual discernment of these wonderful things, the mysteries of God. As we are initiated into a sense of them consciously they become part of a treasure that each of us should have and inwardly cherish. We should all be on the line of the increase of this treasure that is to be hidden in each of us. It would be valued above all natural and temporal things for it is related to what is eternal in the heavens. It is not connected merely with time, but goes back before time was originally brought in by God to work out His thoughts; just as the Lord cherished and treasured what He found in those who were with Him, so we are to cherish and treasure in a receptive way what comes out in one and another. We are to accept in simplicity what the Lord would have to say to us as we are together; the Lord said that of such child-like persons was the kingdom of God. We accept these things in a simple way, though we do not know much about them, but it says that to him that has shall be given, referring to how we would make as much use as possible of what we have of these things, they, in the sum of them, being all covered by the term “the great things of God” that we have in Acts 2. How the Lord would love us to come into them, to be with Him in what is transpiring under His hand. Each of us is to come and to treasure in our hearts the great range of what is involved as having part in what proceeds amongst the saints. 

Address in Melbourne, Australia
15 May 1982




Scripture references

Matthew 13:33-52 (JND) [33] He spoke another parable to them: The kingdom of the heavens is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until it had been all leavened. [34] All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and without a parable he did not speak to them, [35] so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden from [the] world's foundation. [36] Then, having dismissed the crowds, he went into the house; and his disciples came to him, saying, Expound to us the parable of the darnel of the field. [37] But he answering said, He that sows the good seed is the Son of man, [38] and the field is the world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom, but the darnel are the sons of the evil [one]; [39] and the enemy who has sowed it is the devil; and the harvest is [the] completion of [the] age, and the harvestmen are angels. [40] As then the darnel is gathered and is burned in the fire, thus it shall be in the completion of the age. [41] The Son of man shall send his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all offences, and those that practise lawlessness; [42] and they shall cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. [43] Then the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He that has ears, let him hear. [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field. …

Luke 12:1-3 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.

Luke 15:8-10 (JND) [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner.

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 (JND) [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. [11] For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God. [12] But *we* have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which [is] of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God: [13] which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual [things] by spiritual [means]. [14] But [the] natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him; and he cannot know [them] because they are spiritually discerned; [15] but the spiritual discerns all things, and *he* is discerned of no one. [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Matthew 13:11-12 (JND) [11] And he answering said to them, Because to you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not given; [12] for whoever has, to him shall be given, and he shall be caused to be in abundance; but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken away from him.

1 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] It is universally reported [that there is] fornication among you, and such fornication as [is] not even among the nations, so that one should have his father's wife. [2] And *ye* are puffed up, and ye have not rather mourned, in order that he that has done this deed might be taken away out of the midst of you. [3] For *I*, [as] absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged as present, …

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Matthew 13:44 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field.

John 18 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. …

Luke 22:28 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:6-8 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word. [7] Now they have known that all things that thou hast given me are of thee; [8] for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received [them], and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me.

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Luke 10:21 (JND) [21] In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes: yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight.

Luke 10:23 (JND) [23] And having turned to the disciples privately he said, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see.

Ephesians 3:9 (JND) [9] and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 4:16 (JND) [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

1 Corinthians 4:1 (JND) [1] Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of [the] mysteries of God.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …



REJOICE!





L. A. Barlow 

Luke 6: 22, 23; 10: 17–21; Philippians 4: 4–9 

I would not apologise for reading so much scripture for we have already been reminded of the comfort of the Scriptures. The comfort of reading the Scriptures is that it provides an opportunity for the Spirit to bring what is in them home to our hearts. Therefore there is no intention of saying too much about those read but just to note the fact that each of them refers to rejoicing. A wonderful thing that marks Christianity is the ability to rejoice despite  circumstances, and I think the secret in each case is that we are not occupied with things on this earth, but we are occupied with what stands related to heaven and what is above. 

The comfort found in Luke 6 is that if we are in pressure down here, especially on account of the name of the Lord Jesus, we are not to be depressed, but to rejoice. There is no faithfulness down here which will not be rewarded up there, so that even as to conditions of persecution the Lord says to His disciples that they were not only to “rejoice” but “leap for joy”. 

The next scripture, I suppose, is always a test for us. Any little bit of help we may receive from the Lord so easily turns us to rejoice in it, but the Lord tell us not to rejoice in that, but that our “names are written in the heavens”. It would free us from resting in anything down here, even in service to the Lord. Our joy, beloved, is that our “names are written in the heavens”. As another has said, we are numbered amongst heaven’s nobility. How encouraging that is! 

However, the last scripture was mainly in mind because it seems to indicate that one characteristic of the believer is that he is always rejoicing. Those to whom Paul was writing were, you might say, just real believers. How necessary it is to understand simple, real Christianity. It is significant, beloved, how often in practice we are engaged with what—is abnormal, whereas the Lord would have us engaged with what is normal. Paul says, as it were, to these believers, Whatever else I have said to you, the main thing is to enjoy Christianity; that is, we are to rejoice in another Man in another world and in the glorious knowledge that such a Person is not far away. He says, “The Lord is near”. 

If we are thinking of the trials of the testimony we can say, His coming is near. What a glorious Person to rejoice in! Paul says, “Be careful about nothing”, for our resource is to be in “prayer and supplication with thanksgiving”, in which he tells us to “let your requests be made known to God”. It is a wonderful thing to relieve our hearts in the presence of God and to know “the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding”. Paul says this “shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”. I think it means very simply, beloved, that whilst we may be rightly burdened by things here, we are increasingly to frequent the presence of God, and there to have a sense that He knows everything, and in that glorious Man, Christ Jesus. He has a resource to meet every contingency, as Paul says later on in this chapter, “My God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”, (Philippians 4: 19). Our thoughts are to be governed by that; it is not that we get the answer immediately, but we have peace of mind in knowing that we have spoken to God about matters, and there is everything available to meet them, so that our minds are thus set free to be engaged with what will build up our souls, the things that Paul enumerates here. 

One would desire that we might all enjoy what Christianity is, that is, to rejoice in our Lord Jesus Christ, to be increased in confidence in God, and to have our minds and our affections  engaged more with these various things which are above, thus to experience what Paul says—“The God of peace shall be with you”. I trust this is not too simple, but the older we get, whilst we find Christianity wonderfully profound, yet, on the other hand, we find it beautifully simple. Our minds and hearts are to be occupied with everything that is above in relation to this glorious Person, and to unburden themselves in the presence of God of the things that may weigh upon them. As it says elsewhere, “Having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”, (1 Peter 5: 7). How wonderful therefore that we can be restful in relation to things down here, but enabled to enjoy things that are above. May we know more about it, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence, France
27 July 1982 

(It is hoped to print the other words given on this occasion in an early issue). 

 


Scripture references

Luke 6:22-23 (JND) [22] Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you [from them], and shall reproach [you], and cast out your name as wicked, for the Son of man's sake: [23] rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in the heaven, for after this manner did their fathers act toward the prophets.

Luke 10:17-21 (JND) [17] And the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us through thy name. [18] And he said to them, I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven. [19] Behold, I give you the power of treading upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall in anywise injure you. [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens. [21] In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes: yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight.

Philippians 4:4-9 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near. [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus. [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things. [9] What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you.

Luke 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on [the] second-first sabbath, that he went through cornfields, and his disciples were plucking the ears and eating [them], rubbing [them] in their hands. [2] But some of the Pharisees said to them, Why do ye what is not lawful to do on the sabbath? [3] And Jesus answering said to them, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did when he hungered, he and those who were with him, …

Philippians 4:19 (JND) [19] But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

1 Peter 5:7 (JND) [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.



TRANSFORMATION

The following is an extract from a letter from Miss Lydia Muhs, written from the U.S.S.R. in May 1934. She lived for a long time in overcrowded and uncongenial conditions and in one letter wrote, ‘My little room is a Bethany and an Emmaus’. She wrote— ‘I read today, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit’, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. We human beings bear in ourselves unconscious traces of what we are. 

Those who come from the anvil, the mortar and lime, from the stable and the barn, from the plough and the field, carry the traces of their work with them. If anyone comes home with a basketful of fruit, we observe that he comes from a farm, and if his hands are full of wild plums, we say, ‘You have been in the fields’. How much more will one who walks with God in heaven through prayer, faith, love and hope, carry in his eyes, in his heart and ways, the holy traces of such a holy intercourse. So just as little as it could remain hidden from the people that Moses had been with Jehovah for forty days and forty nights (Exodus 34: 29–35), just so little can our intercourse with God and our communion with Christ remain hidden; Anyone who lives in the heavenly atmosphere will carry the odour of this into his surroundings and for the blessing of those around him. These thoughts gave me much joy. I am always asking the Lord in quietness to use me more and more in blessing in a quiet way, as also God said to Abram, “and thou shalt be a blessing”, Genesis 12: 2. 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Exodus 34:29-35 (JND) [29] And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai and the two tables of testimony were in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mountain that Moses knew not that the skin of his face shone through his talking with him. [30] And Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid to come near him. [31] And Moses called to them; and they turned to him, Aaron and all the principal men of the assembly; and Moses talked with them. [32] And afterwards, all the children of Israel came near; and he gave them in commandment all that Jehovah had spoken with him on mount Sinai. [33] And Moses ended speaking with them; and he had put on his face a veil. [34] And when Moses went in before Jehovah to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and he came out, and spoke to the children of Israel what he was commanded. [35] And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone; and Moses put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Genesis 12:2 (JND) [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.



MUSINGS

WHO AM I PLEASING?  One of the lovely features of the life of Jesus was that He “did not please himself”, Romans 15: 3. Speaking of the Father, the Lord said in John 8: 29, “I do  always the things that are pleasing to him “. That was part of what He spoke of as “my joy”—to be here, day by day doing things that afforded the Father constant delight. Mr. Darby said, ‘The first thing that struck me some years ago in reading the gospels was, Here is a Man that never did anything for Himself. What a miracle to see a Man not living to Himself, for He had got God for Himself. The gospels display the One in whom was no selfishness’. 

The Christian’s life is to shine with something of this glory, and it would enter not only into the work of the Lord, but into many tasks and duties that call for unselfish service to others, all being done as to the Lord. Paul says, “We ought ... not to please ourselves” (Romans 15: 1), and he speaks to the Thessalonians about “how ye ought to walk and please God” (1 Thessalonians 4: 1). How much more worthwhile, and how much happier, is a life that is not self-centred but lived for the pleasure of God, and the service of others. This was richly true of Paul and would enter into his saying, “We are a sweet odour of Christ to God”, 2 Corinthians 2: 15. The fragrance of Christ’s sacrificial life was continued in Paul. May there be something of it in our lives. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Romans 15:3 (JND) [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

Romans 15:1 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

1 Thessalonians 4:1 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more.

2 Corinthians 2:15 (JND) [15] For we are a sweet odour of Christ to God, in the saved and in those that perish:



EXTRACTS

Since I wrote to you I have been at, what is called, death’s door—told that if I attempted to go upstairs I might die on them. The action of my heart failed, and often at night it felt as if it would cease entirely. The first feeling of the break up of the vessel was a solemn one. It was not doubt of the Lord’s love, or of the perfectness of His work, but the fact of the breaking up of the status of my existence; but it has left, through grace, the profoundest consciousness of association with Him, and of His love, and of the Father’s too, and as if I had left the world behind me—and this sense of His love is very sweet and of association with Himself. I am much better, though a really good night’s rest is unknown to me, but study work I can do as ever through mercy; but am, for my thoughts so to speak, a dead man, for the other world—we all ought to be so, and I had long so held the truth, but it is another thing to be there. All I have taught has come back to me as divine truth from God, and that is a great comfort, have nothing to regret but my own poor walk, though I had no object but Christ. But of Jacob and Israel it shall be said, “according to this time” the end of the wilderness—“What hath God wrought”. My mind is as fresh as ever—so there is your poor old friend, John Darby, looking for Christ in you and nothing else, and knowing He is there. (10 July 1881) J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, Vol. III, p.191) 

“Using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, is seeking to carry out, in spirit and gracious manner and ways, that unity of saints externally in this world, which is essentially and always true in the unity of the Body in Christ, and thus to manifest it.

 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes & Comments on Scripture’, Vol. 2, p.161)  Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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