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IDENTIFICATION

A. C. Clapham 

2 Corinthians 5: 21; Joshua 4: 4–6 (to “midst”), 8, 9; Ruth 1: 16–18 

I was thinking, beloved brethren, of ‘identification’. In the first passage we read of the profound thought of how the Lord was identified with all our corruption, all our sin—how hateful! How obnoxious the old man, the flesh, is, yet in the greatness of the love of Christ He was prepared to be made that, a profound matter. The Lord was prepared to be identified with all that we were that we might be identified with all that He is. That was the divine way, the only way, love’s way—thorough identification with our state on the cross. What a Lover He has been, beloved, how it draws our hearts out to Him! How we long to be more attached to Him! It was the only way; if we were to enjoy union with that blessed Man out of death. 

He had to end that awful state of what man was as fallen. Tremendous that, is it not? 

Think of the corruption that is in yourself, in the flesh. Think of the Lord being made that, that holy One, Him who knew not sin. What it must have been to His holy feelings, yet in His love—love to God, love to His assembly, love to His children, love to every one of us—He went that way. What a Lover He is! Oh how great Christ is, the One who identified Himself thoroughly with our state! I think that would be a basic aspect of this matter of identification. 

Christ has been down into the depths of death and been identified with all that man was, to remove it in the sight of God and bear God’s holy judgment against it; 

 the eternal Lover of our souls, blessed Man! So we can be free; we can be free, beloved; free from the flesh, free from the old man, free from sin. That is part of the triumph of the glad tidings, that we can be emancipated and free from the bondage of sin, the bondage of Satan, and all the corruption that man has brought in. Oh what a triumph, but what it cost Jesus! 

Now in Joshua 4 it is a question of our identification with His death and resurrection. There are the twelve stones that were placed in the bed of Jordan, where the ark had been, and then there are the twelve stones taken out of the Jordan and set up on the other side. In doctrine it is Colossians 2 and 3; we have died with the Christ and we have been raised with the Christ; that is the doctrine of it. The application of it is that in love and faith we would take it up. I think that is involved in the going down; a man out of every tribe lifted up his stone; it would need power and need faith to lift up those heavy stones, put them on their shoulders and bring them right from the bed of Jordan to the other side. I think that suggests that we have by faith, and in affection, to lay hold of the fact that we have died with Christ. We accept it, we identify ourselves, beloved, with the death of Christ in that way and say, Well, if He died, I have died. He died to the world and died to everything down here, so I have died too. So there is power needed to take up these stones. Then there is the resurrection side—“If therefore ye have been raised”. It is not the ‘if’ of doubt, it is the ‘if’ of consequence in Colossians 3—“If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above” (Colossian 3: 1). 

We have not died with Christ and been raised with Christ to go on with this world, to be occupied with the things of this world, or the advancement of the glory of Babylon. We have died to the world and been raised with Christ to be occupied with the things above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. There He is in triumph, in power, and available so that we can set our minds and hearts on things above. Where is our Lord and Saviour now? In the glory, in the place of power. He has been down into death as the Ark of the covenant. He felt it too; the priests suggest His priestly feelings. So, beloved, if we have not done it before, let us accept that we have died with Christ and to all that He died to, and we have been raised with Christ in risen life. What for? To live here for God and God’s pleasure. We are to set our mind on things above where the Christ is. 

Young people, go in for the Lord’s things; it will reap dividends; dedicate yourself to the Lord to serve Him while you are young. The world cannot give you anything but corruption; its pleasures are corrupt, it is building up for Babylon, the man of sin and the antichrist; all around is rapidly moving towards that. What is the Lord after but a pure oblation in His people, the pure thing, a pure bride in contrast to the false thing. Christ and the world is a false thing, a corrupt thing; that is around us, the glory of man in the things of God. God is patiently bearing with it at the present time, but there will come some terrible judgments, according to Revelation, on the whole system of Babylon, the harlot, the beast, and the antichrist. So let us be free from all man’s world and man’s glory. The Lord has been separating us from wrong associations in view of being separate and pure and wholly for Him. So thank God we have died with Christ and are risen with Him! Oh, I say, I am glad we  are risen with Him, not left there in death. The stones are left there; that is what we are in our sinful history in the flesh; it is buried there till this day; we recognise that that man will not do; he is finished before God for ever. Thank God for that! We have a link with Christ the other side. If we have the Spirit, beloved, we have a link with Jesus. We have a link, not with Him in the days of His flesh, but with the Man that is risen; it involves power, favour, and glory. 

Now in Ruth there is a sister who is identified with the testimony. The knowledge of God to her was seen in her mother-in-law, full of bitterness, nothing attractive outwardly. You dear young people, you may think, Well, a lot of the brethren are older, and I see nothing very attractive about them, and not many young people to have fellowship with; but if God is with His people, if God is with those older people, if the Lord is with them, that is the attraction and the most important thing. So Ruth here sets forth a beautiful committal in identification with the testimony in reproach. Naomi represents the testimony in reproach; she is a disciplined woman; she had gone through bitterness, had lost her husband and her sons. You might say, What was there attractive to Ruth, this young person? Naturally young people like young people. What was there that was attractive? The knowledge of God! The testimony was with Naomi as far as Ruth was concerned; the testimony to God was with that poor old woman, Naomi. Ruth was tested, as the Lord would test us; He tests us as to our fidelity and reality, as to whether we are going to follow Him whatever it costs; whether we are going to accept this path of separation; whether we are going to be true to the revival and continue whatever the cost. Ruth was tested, but love rises to the test; it always will. 

What the Lord appreciates more than anything is affection for Himself. What is first love? 

Affection for the Person. The Philadelphian principle is a moral recovery to first love. We should love Christ for what He is Himself, even apart from His benefits and blessings. You love Christ for His Person. The Spirit and the bride say, Come; Christ as the Bridegroom is everything to the bride. I believe that just before the Lord comes bridal affection will be increased. I think we shall be prepared for that cry, the Spirit and the bride say, Come. “Go forth to meet him”; we are going out to meet Him. While there is the profession without the Spirit—it looks the same in imitation—there are those with the Spirit who go out to meet Him. That cry went forth in the last century, “Go forth to meet him”; in our hearts and spirits and exercises we are to go forth to meet Him; the Bridegroom is on the way. So there is no substitute for attachment to Christ; be zealous in your intimate links with the Lord, nearness to the Lord; there is no substitute for that. 

Ruth shines as a devoted one who is prepared to be identified; “Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. You might say to Ruth, a young person, and attractive, Would you like to be married? Would you like another husband? ‘No’, she says, ‘the knowledge of God is so great to me, Naomi’s God. I am prepared to be identified with the testimony in reproach’. So we commit ourselves to the local position; they may be aged, they may be suffering, but you commit yourself because God is there. If God is there and the Lord’s pleasure is there in the local assembly you are committed to that. You get out to every  meeting; you would not go on holiday, would you, for a week where there is no meeting? 

You would not just go on the Lord’s day to the meeting and then have the week away from the brethren without any meeting? I do not think Ruth would do that; she says, “Where thou diest will I die, and there 

will I be buried”. Wherever Naomi was she would be with her. That is, she would be with the saints in the suffering position. “And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded”; beloved, we are to be steadfastly minded, each one of us. We are to be steadfastly minded to go on with the testimony, to go on with the truth, to go on with the word of God, to go on for His pleasure whatever the cost, whatever the suffering, whatever the exercise, whatever the opposition of the devil. Let us be steadfastly minded as moved by affection for Christ. So Ruth is fully identified with the testimony in a suffering position. 

She was rewarded, you know; they soon come to the barley harvest, do they not? Christ is risen! Hallelujah! She is gleaning in the fields in the next chapter; she is a good Corinthian sister, true to the fellowship, gleaning in the fields, not missing a meeting if she can help it; that is Ruth in her devotedness. The love of Christ promotes devotedness; the love of God promotes confidence; I think that is what Mr. Raven said. So Ruth is devoted, she is not going back to Moab and to idolatry, she goes on right to Bethlehem, and later in the book, as the brethren well know, she is married to Boaz. That is choice, is it not, typically to be married to Christ, the mighty Man of wealth, and the royal line comes through her, Obed, the worshipper, and Pherez. To have these things just in the mind as knowledge is not sufficient; you need the energy of life; you need the energy of a Pherez to maintain things for God. May we be like Pherez, overcoming and thoroughly identified with the testimony, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
10 May 1980 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Joshua 4:4-6 (JND) [4] And Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had appointed of the children of Israel, a man out of every tribe; [5] and Joshua said to them, Pass before the ark of Jehovah your God into the midst of the Jordan, and lift up each of you a stone [and put it] upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, [6] that this may be a sign in your midst. When your children ask hereafter, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

Ruth 1:16-18 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her.

Joshua 4 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the whole nation had completely gone over the Jordan, that Jehovah spoke to Joshua, saying, [2] Take you twelve men out of the people, one man out of every tribe, [3] and command them, saying, Take up hence out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and carry them over with you, and lay them down in the lodging-place where ye shall lodge this night. …

Colossians 2 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …



THE MAN OF THE FATHER’S CHOICE

R. S. Renton 

1 Samuel 16: 1, 6–13; Luke 9: 30–35 

Our brother has given out hymn 33 at the commencement of our meeting and we have all joined in singing heartily of Christ as the ‘Man of the Father’s choice, Faithful and tried’, and God would see to it, beloved brethren, that the place He has as Man of the Father’s choice cannot, and will not ever, be usurped. And our blessing, of course, incidentally, is that He has the chief place in our affections. That would be salvation and satisfaction for us in that the Father’s choice of Christ becomes our choice; that is what the Spirit would undertake with us so that we should be related in every way to the Man of God’s choice. He is the “firstborn from among the dead”, that is His rank, “that he might have the first place in all things”, as  Colossians 1: 18 teaches us. He has the first place in God’s affections and the divine intent is He should have the first place in ours. 

Now from these passages I want to show, first of all in the type, how God ensures that the place He has given to Christ as chosen can never be encroached upon. So I have read this well-known passage in 1 Samuel where Samuel is mourning for Saul and God says, “How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?” Well, dear brethren, we do not want to linger mourning for the man whom God has rejected. He says, “Fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons ... And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do” (1 Samuel 16: 1, 3), as if God would say, ‘Now there is no room for speculation; it must be the man of My choice’. Even Samuel, spiritual man as he was, the most spiritual in his day (we were reminded recently that none of his words fell to the ground), could not be trusted in selecting the man of God’s choice; “Thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee”. 

And then, as we have read, Eliab comes forward and Samuel said, “Surely Jehovah’s anointed is before him”. Then there is a rebuke; mild it may be, but there is a rebuke to Samuel, “Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him … for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart”—that is a word for us, “Jehovah looketh upon the heart”. He values our affections, and if the heart is set on Christ we may be assured of the Father’s approbation. Every other man, beloved brethren, is rejected and the sooner we see that, the quicker we will arrive at God’s choice. It may have been the man’s intelligence; I do not know; or the height of his stature—we may be deluded by persons of stature (shall I say we have been in the past?), but God insists that Eliab is rejected. Now that is a very strong word, he is rejected. 

“Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one”. You see, Samuel cannot dictate; it is God who selects; it is God who indicates who is the man of His choice. Eliab and Abinadab and Shammah may have been worthy men, but they are not God’s choice. “And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, Jehovah has not chosen these”. That is, every other man has been eliminated and there is a vacancy. “And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young 

men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep”. 

What an occupation! Not just tending the sheep, but feeding the sheep; something deliberate, something positive. “Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither”. It appears that Samuel now apprehended that these persons have been rejected; God has not chosen them, so they are set aside from the choice, and then he says, “Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance”. 

These are the moral qualities of the ‘faithful and tried’. David was faithful, and how he was tried; how he dealt with the lion and with the bear. It is as if Jehovah was affected by his  appearance for He says, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. What a day in our history, beloved brethren, when we arrive at God’s choice, the Man of His choice, the faithful and the tried, as we have sung— 

‘“Come!” ‘tis the Spirit’s cry, 

“Come!” saith the bride.’ 

Are we not longing to see Him, beloved brethren, are we not longing just to see His face, to hear His voice, to be with Him, to be like Him in courts above? We do not have long to wait, you know; I am assured of that; we do not have long to wait till we actually, literally, physically see the Man of God’s choice, and He will hold our affections throughout the whole of eternity. How great He is! He fills the Father’s heart and He is sufficient to fill the heart of every believer, every redeemed person, now, and such will be filled with satisfaction eternally. But we do not need to wait until that day; we can have the Father’s choice as our choice. C. A. Bernstein, who wrote hymn 174 three hundred years ago, understood by 

experience the sufficiency of Christ as his satisfying portion. 

‘Jesus! Thou art enough 

The mind and heart to fill; 

Thy patient life—to calm the soul; 

Thy love—its fear dispel’. 

Every other man is eliminated and Christ alone exalted. How we long for His appearing and love His appearing! I often say this, but it always strikes a chord in my affections to think of the appearing, to think of the time when He will be publicly acclaimed—acknowledged now in the hearts and lives of a separated people, but to be publicly acknowledged. What a day that will be “When he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed (for our testimony to you has been believed, ) in that day”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 10. “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”, as if God would say, ‘This is the man of My choice; this is the faithful and the tried; no other could fill this place’. No other could undertake the work which Christ has accomplished for God’s glory and millions will form the host of the redeemed who will adoringly acknowledge that Christ is the Man of the Father’s choice. 

“And Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah”. 

Now in Luke 9, on what we call the mount of transfiguration, the Father signalises that Christ is the Man of His choice. You see, Peter would have Moses and Elias, honourable as they were, and representing certain features, men who were faithful in their day, on a par with the Lord Jesus, and the Father’s voice resented this. “Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias”. He put the Lord 

 first, and yet he put Moses and Elias alongside of the Lord Jesus. Beloved brethren, may we be preserved in our affections; Christ stands alone, unique and supreme as the Father’s choice. It would be a healthy exercise for us to pray that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may be given to know what there is in Christ that so commands the Father’s affections. No other can come alongside of Him; He stands alone in His own moral glory, His perfection, beauty and excellence. May it ever be so with us; this will be preservation for us in a day of infidelity, in a day when men seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ. Again I say, the Man of the Father’s choice is to be the Man of our choice. Younger brethren can understand this, older brethren can understand it, for it is an anchorage for us that that Man, and that Man alone, can fill our vision. 

Luke makes this comment as to Peter, “not knowing what he said”. “But as he was saying these things”—now note that, “as he was saying these things”, that is, as Peter was saying, “It is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias ... there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, This is my beloved Son—hear him”. Could anything be more definite; could anything be more deliberate? It must be the Father’s voice interjecting, as over against what Peter had thought and given expression to, that the Lord Jesus and Moses and Elias should each have a tabernacle. “This is my beloved Son—hear him”. How definite the Father is. Why? Because Christ is the Man of the Father’s choice and there is no equal to Him; no one can be put alongside of Him. He stands alone in His own distinction and His own distinctiveness. “And as the voice was heard Jesus was found alone”. You see, there it is, beloved brethren, He is found alone; no one could be alongside of Him.” The Father’s voice interposed, “This is my beloved Son”, as if to say, ‘Do not dare to put anyone alongside of My beloved Son’. 

May we be helped then to understand the Man of the Father’s choice, glorious Man that He is, faithful and tried. How faithful! ‘Faithful amidst unfaithfulness, ‘Mid darkness only light’ (Hymn 230), and tried—who was more tried? Who was more tested? But the trials and tests to which He was subjected only served to bring into glorious relief the infinite perfection of His manhood and the ability, seen in type in the acacia-wood, to endure. We often quote, 

“Who, when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not”, 1 Peter 2: 23. What moral excellence, beloved brethren, and in the measure in which we see and understand it, and as we appreciate the glory of Christ, we will arrive at it that no one could be put alongside of Him, and this expression, “This is my beloved Son—hear him” will have its own profound effect upon us, enabling us to be constant, and delighting to hear what He has to say. May it be so with us all, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry
Edinburgh, 15 June 1982 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 16:1-13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. [4] And Samuel did what Jehovah said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to meet him, and said, Dost thou come peaceably? [5] And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. Hallow yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he hallowed Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. [6] And it came to pass when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed is before him. [7] But Jehovah said to Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart. [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [9] Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [10] And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, Jehovah has not chosen these. [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. …

Luke 9:30-35 (JND) [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. [32] But Peter and those with him were oppressed with sleep: but having fully awoke up they saw his glory, and the two men who stood with him. [33] And it came to pass as they departed from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said. [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

1 Samuel 16:1-3 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;



PLEASING GOD

J. Strachan 

John 8: 29; 1 Thessalonians 4: 1; Romans 8: 1–10; Hebrews 11: 5 

I would like to say something about being pleasing to God. I think that is something that would come into the desire of every believer, that he should be pleasing to God. What marks men generally is that they want to please themselves, but as God works in someone I think the outcome is a change so that instead of wanting to please himself or herself there is a desire to be pleasing to God. 

I have started with this reference to the Lord Jesus in John 8 where it says, “And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him”. What that must have meant to the Father to have a Man here on this earth who did “always the things that are pleasing to him”. What a contrast to every man that had preceded! 

There had been some in whom there was some desire to please God, but now a Man who always did the things that were pleasing to Him, never at any point different. What a wonderful thing it must have been for the Father to have in the life of Jesus One who did always the things that were pleasing to Him. Indeed, His very coming was with that intention. 

It says of Him prophetically in the Psalms, “Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me—To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 7, 8. Think of One coming specifically in that attitude, to be always pleasing, to do His good pleasure, a Man with God’s law within His heart. How He carried everything that was for the delight and pleasure of God in His affections! What it must have meant to God as He saw Him come into manhood, and then as He saw Him grow up, always affording Him pleasure. You will remember how it speaks of Him as a boy of twelve as He was found in the temple hearing and asking questions. He says at that point, “Did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. He was thinking about the Father and about the Father’s things, and God would remind us how He found pleasure in Jesus at that age. Would He not therefore find pleasure in a boy or girl of twelve who wanted to hear about the Father’s things and ask questions about them? 

Then as He grew up to about thirty and the full maturity of manhood we get heaven expressing its delight, the Father’s voice saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight” (Matthew 17: 5), calling attention to Him, as if it is intended that we should take account of Him, take account of what was there under the eye of God for His pleasure. Two of the other gospels tell us that the voice said, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight” (Mark 1: 11; Luke 3: 22), giving Him a personal sense of the Father’s approval. Would you not love to have a sense of divine approval in being for God’s  pleasure? That was Jesus even before He came on to public view; it related to the thirty years of hidden, secret history with God in which He was living for God’s pleasure. God voiced His delight, gave expression to it, so that others could take account of it, and so that Christ Himself should go forward in the sense of being personally approved. He went forward in the sense that He was not left alone, “He has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him”. He went forward with a sense, you might say, of the Father’s company. There were times when it looked as if there was no one else, no company for Him; He was “left alone of men”, but, apart from the time of the forsaking on the cross, He went through in communion with the Father, with a sense of the Father’s pleasure. And in regard of His service He ever had the sense of being pleasing to God. 

When the time came for Him to come out on to full public view amongst men, healing, teaching, helping people, conveying God’s goodness and blessing to men, He did all that in the sense of the Father’s pleasure. How wonderful!—“Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!”, Isaiah 42: 1. Just think of everything that Jesus did; the Father was pleased with it, God was pleased with all that He found in that Man. When the time came for His life to be laid down He says, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”, John 10: 17. Think of that—a Man going forward to lay down His life, and doing it at the Father’s commandment; what pleasure it must have afforded the Father! It reminds us of the burnt-offering, which was cut up into its parts, the head and the fat and the legs and the inwards. You can look at the life of Jesus in the most minute detail, everything in it affording pleasure to God, and all finally offered up as a sacrifice of a sweet odour. That is what went up to God when He laid down His life, that life that meant so much to God and meant so much to Him. I believe He enjoyed that life in which He was pleasing to God, because He says, “Take me not away in the midst of my days!”, Psalm 102: 24. He felt what was involved in the termination of that life in which He was so pleasurable to God. 

So there was the laying down of His life, and not only that, but He was to take it again, and in taking it again He was to bring in a whole universe populated with men in whom God could find His pleasure. How wonderful to think of that, that God should not only have His pleasure in one Man but in a universe in which men will be secured according to the divine pleasure. 

So to effect that, the Father’s glory intervened in the realm of death and Christ was “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. Think of a Man being raised up from among the dead! 

There must have been millions lying in death, lying in the grave, and God intervened to show His pleasure in this Man who was entirely delightful to Him by raising Him from among the whole realm of the dead. God raised one Man in a selective resurrection and glorified Him. 

As He is before God now, God is infinitely pleased with Him, and He will be pleased with all those who are blessed through Him. What a wonderful thing to be a believer, to be brought into the consciousness that you are accepted in the Man who affords God such pleasure. 

We have considered what God found in Christ, and God also wants to find pleasure in believers at the present time down here. It is not merely a matter of waiting till you get to heaven and God finding His pleasure in you there, which He will do, but God wants to have believers pleasing to Himself at the present time. Now that was the concern of Paul as he wrote to these dear saints in Thessalonica. They had not been converted for very long, they were comparatively young in the faith, and he says, “We beg you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus”—you can feel Paul’s affections coming into this—“even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God”. If we are going to be pleasing to God, I think we have to learn how to do it. We have to acquire the spiritual know-how so that we might know how to walk in such a way that it pleases God. So Paul was concerned about these dear saints in Thessalonica, and I think the Lord would be concerned presently that we should learn how to walk so as to please God. Paul gives them credit for having started; he says, “even as ye also do walk”, then he says, “that ye would abound still more”. How delightful it is to think of believers in this room today having started on this pathway, this pathway of faith where we are concerned to walk in such a way as to please God, and then the thing is that we might acquire the know-how to abound in it still more. Christianity is an order of things in which there is room for improvement in our practical answer to the truth. While we are down here it is a time of education when we can acquire the know-how so that we can do things better, be more pleasing to God. 

Now Romans 8 is a very helpful chapter in acquiring the understanding of how to please God. In this section of Romans it is a matter of coming to things in our own experience. 

Initially God presents things to us in the gospel and we lay hold of them in faith. God has done tremendous things for us in the glad tidings that have been made available to us through His Son; He has greatly blessed us. But then there is another side of the truth that is connected with our spiritual experience and God would say, ‘Now I want you to progress in your own personal, spiritual experience’. Romans 8 is a very helpful chapter in understanding how we may thus progress. We learn to engage in some analysis, not to make us introspective, but it is right to be able to analyse things. We have to be able to analyse what is pleasing to God and what is not pleasing to God—we have to do that in our histories. One of the things we have to come to is the distinction between flesh and spirit. The believer, as part of his spiritual education, must be able to distinguish between flesh and spirit. It is a great matter to be able to say, “I myself with the mind serve God’s law” (Romans 7: 25), that you can discern something in yourself that is on the line of desire to be pleasing to God. Of course, you find that there is something else inside you that is going in a completely different direction, and if it operates you will find the result is that there is something that is displeasing to God. But then it is a great thing to realise that God has done something in my soul and l identify myself with what God has done in me and say, ‘That is I myself, that is my true self’. “I myself with the mind serve God’s law”, so you identify yourself with the thing in yourself that wants to be pleasing to God. Then we find that there are things that are according to flesh and there are things that are according to  Spirit. We have to keep our analytical faculty going so that we can distinguish between them. I learn to say, ‘That belongs to the flesh, and that belongs to the Spirit’. 

Now God does not expect anything good from the flesh, therefore we should not expect anything good from the flesh either. God has condemned sin in the flesh. Where has He condemned it? He has condemned it in Has own Son. Oh, how affecting that is! Think of the feelings of God that would enter into that, the condemnation of sin in the flesh in His own Son. He has shown the impossibility of anything good, anything for His pleasure, coming from the flesh, and therefore the believer has to calculate in that way that he cannot expect anything good from the flesh either. If the flesh operates it will act on the principle of sin, but if the “I myself” operates, then it will act in the direction of what is pleasing to God. Then there is the mind of the flesh and the mind of the Spirit. “For the mind of the flesh is death”; that is the direction in which the mind of the flesh will gravitate; but the direction that the mind of the Spirit will operate in is towards life and peace. Now, do you see the distinction? 

There is something that is operating in the direction of death. Does anybody want to have anything to do with that line of things? On the other hand, there is what is operating on the line of life and peace, “but the mind of the Spirit life and peace”. So the believer applies his mind to these things. There is a process that goes on in your mind and you sort things out. It is a very important thing to get matters sorted out in your spiritual experience and to learn to identify yourself with what is pleasing to God and refuse the line of things that is displeasing. That is the distinction between flesh and Spirit, the things of the flesh and the things of the Spirit, the mind of the flesh and the mind of the Spirit. 

Now you might say, ‘How am I going to work this out? I can distinguish, but then I find that I have no power to do the things .I would like to do. I would like to be pleasing to God but I find I have no power’. Well, that is where the Spirit comes in to help you. You will notice it says, “They that are in flesh cannot please God”, therefore you cannot expect anything pleasing to God on that line. But the Spirit is life on account of righteousness; that is, the believer is to rely on another power altogether. You do not rely on your own strength; you recognise that you cannot be pleasing to God according to the flesh and you rely on the Spirit. 

The effect of that is that the believer can be here practically righteous and pleasing to God. It is a great matter to apprehend that there are the means available in the Spirit for the believer to be here pleasing to God. The Spirit is the power for practical righteousness. So it says, “And they that are in flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you”. 

Now this comes down very much to the place that we are prepared to give practically to the Spirit of God, so that the Spirit can be known as dwelling in the believer. He is not just visiting. You know, somebody might come to the door in an emergency and you let him in, and when the emergency is past you let him go, but that is not dwelling. Dwelling means that someone can come and stay and be restful. 

Is that how the Spirit of God is with you, dear brother, dear sister? Has He found a restful dwelling place in your heart? “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit  dwell in you”. Well, it is a matter in our spiritual experience of giving place to the Spirit so that He can be known as dwelling in the believer, restful there. The result of that is that you are not in flesh, you do not act along that line, you act along the line of the Spirit and you prove that the Spirit is life on account of righteousness, you prove practically that the power to please God is in the Spirit. 

Now Enoch is a very interesting man. I think he corresponds very much to ourselves. We are thinking about translation, are we not, dear brethren? The next great movement is going to be translation. You may get engrossed in the things of the world, but that is not really the believer’s outlook. Death is not the believer’s outlook either. The believer’s outlook is that he is going to be translated, raptured to be with Christ. Meantime we are here, but we are here as persons who are just going to be translated. So Enoch walked in faith and he “was translated that he should not see death”. Just think of that, the possibility that is within our range of being amongst those who will be translated without seeing death. It says of Enoch that he “was not found, because God had translated him; for before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God”—“before his translation”; what a privilege to have the testimony that he was pleasing to God! That lies, dear brethren, within the range of each one of us to have this testimony that we are pleasing to God, before our translation. God will make us conscious after the translation that He is pleased with us, I am sure of that, but then there is this aspect of what is happening before the translation. Are we going to be set to be here as those who are conscious of having this testimony of pleasing God? I believe God would give us that if we are set for it. He is a rewarder of them who seek Him out. What a reward to have—the conscious sense before our translation that we are pleasing to God. 

‘Oh’, you say, ‘things are very difficult in the world. It is very difficult to be here all the time pleasing to God’. Enoch lived in a very difficult world. I do not know if you have ever thought about that. Enoch lived in the context of Cain’s world, a man who was a murderer and who had gone out from the presence of God. What comes to light in connection with him is a whole order of things in which men can live to please themselves. There were all sorts of things available in Cain’s world. There were persons who were breeders of cattle, suggesting the world of commerce; and there were those who handled the harp and the pipe those who would go in for music and the arts; there were those who were forgers of tools—those who went in for science and engineering and all that kind of thing; then there was one in Cain’s line whose name was Naamah (‘Charming’), reminding us of the charms that the world puts on. Enoch lived in the context of a world like that, but he was different, he walked with God. 

It is a great thing to learn how to walk with God, to walk in the Spirit, to walk by faith. I think Enoch knew what communion with God meant. To walk with God means you are in communion with God, and he must have afforded great pleasure to God. Enoch, I think, went through a course of spiritual history in the process. He was the seventh from Adam. I think there is a suggestion in that of the culmination of a course of spiritual history. Hence we work out this matter of walking with God, of being in communion with God, so that we may have the conscious sense of being pleasing to God. Enoch had that,  he had it before his translation. Dear brethren, we are just on the verge of translation: are we going to set ourselves to be here pleasing to God so that before our translation we may have the testimony of being pleasing to Him? May the Lord bless the word. 

Address in Edinburgh
13 March 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

1 Thessalonians 4:1 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more.

Romans 8:1-10 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness.

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Mark 1:11 (JND) [11] And there came a voice out of the heavens: *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Isaiah 42:1 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

Psalms 102:24 (JND) [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.



MUSINGS

THE CONTINUAL SACRIFICE OF PRAISE It is lovely to reflect that there is never .a moment, day or night, when “the sacrifice of praise” (Hebrews 13: 15) is not ascending to God. To quote an old hymn— 

As o’er each continent and island 

The dawn leads on another day, 

The voice of prayer is never silent, 

Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

What cause we have for continual praise! Day by day we are surrounded by divine grace and mercy, experienced in a thousand ways in the simplest and tiniest matters of life, as well as in greater matters. The verse in Hebrews 11 flows out of references to the work of Christ— “his own blood”, and His having suffered without the gate. And while we bear His reproach here, as going forth to Him without the camp, we have in view the coming city. What themes of praise these are—the wonder of Christ’s work and the depths of love expressed in it, and then the glorious prospect before us, which makes us thankful to be praising pilgrims here. Nor have we only a future prospect, for Hebrews 12 sets out the magnificence of what we have already come to in the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem. 

Let us imbibe the spirit of the psalm writers. David says, “I will praise Jehovah with my whole heart; I will recount all thy marvellous works”, Psalm 9: 1. The psalms abound with praise and when we reach the closing psalms there is a glorious, universal outburst to which “everything that hath breath” contributes. Let us seize the holy privilege of having our full part in it now. 

FCM




Scripture references

Hebrews 13:15 (JND) [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Psalms 9:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Muthlabben. A Psalm of David.} I will praise Jehovah with my whole heart; I will recount all thy marvellous works.



EXTRACTS





When the Holy Spirit has become in us a springing well or fountain, then we also can make a contribution in the meetings. One very often finds, alas! that only a few brothers take part in the readings. In this way the honeycomb, which the Lord is so glad to find in the midst of His own down here, does not come about. If such a honeycomb is really to be completed, then all the bees must take their part diligently in its construction ... Practical working together of all  brothers and all sisters is God’s thought for the assembly. The honeycomb in Luke 24 presents this thought. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 77, p.229) 

The highest kind of prayer is that which does not spring from a sense of need, but from the desires which the revelation of God’s purposes produces. 

J. N. Darby (Quoted in ‘Footprints for Pilgrims’, p.94) If my walk is not a condemnation of the world, it is not the walk of a saint. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Hebrews’, p.98) 
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Scripture references

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …
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