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“ THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS”


Robert White

Isaiah 1: 9; Amos 7: 1-8; Zechariah 4: 8-10; 2 Timothy 4: 8

I am sure we have often noticed the expression in Zechariah as to “the day of small things”.  I desire to say a few words about what might be appropriate to such a day, a day of small things.  We are conscious that outwardly it is a day of small things.  These are not the days of Pentecost, they are not the days of the apostle Paul, it is not even the time when things among those with whom we meet are as large as we have known them.  Things have come down to what is small and the Lord would perhaps say something to us about that.  I read these other references that speak about what is small in Isaiah and in Amos to touch upon them.  We are entitled to use the prophetic scriptures even though they may not exactly refer to our time.  Paul uses this verse in Isaiah to make a point in his epistle to the Romans, showing that the scripture can be used, if we are spiritual enough to use it in a right way.  

Isaiah speaks of something that is very small, “Unless Jehovah of hosts had left us a very small residue”.  There are things that are small and there are things that are very small.  I suppose we could say that we know what is very small.  But what rejoices the heart of the prophet at this time is that God in His mercy had intervened to leave something.  If you read the rest of this section you will see that from verse 2 the prophet is reporting the word of Jehovah to him.  God goes over a number of things, showing why he had to deal with the people in the way that He had.  Isaiah lived in the time when the nation had separated into the two little states of Judah and Israel.  It was a time when the invaders were starting to come in upon the land, when things were being steadily reduced, but Isaiah comes down to this, that in the sovereign mercy of God, something was left.  I think that is something to give thanks for.  If we look back on our own histories and on the history of the testimony we can give thanks for God’s sovereign mercy that something is left.  How wonderful to think of that!  It might be very small, “a very small residue”, but God in His sovereign mercy has left something and that is of His own doing.  How blessed it is to have part in that in some little way.  God has the right to reserve something, He has the right to do as He will and in His sovereign mercy He chose to leave, “a very small residue”.  I know that there is no such thing, properly speaking, as a remnant of the assembly.  Isaiah in this wonderful prophecy develops the thought of a remnant of Israel and what they will come into in a day to come, and brings out the features that mark remnant times.  One of the things that the remnant according to Isaiah comes into is the blessed knowledge of Christ as Wonderful.  How precious to think of that!  Later on it says, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given … and his name is called Wonderful” (9: 6).  The remnant are the first who recognise that.  If we go on in remnant conditions with a very small residue, how blessed it is to be able to recognise the full provision that there is in the Lord Jesus Christ to sustain us.  His name is called “Wonderful”.  It has been said that they will be sustained in the knowledge of that in the day to come when the whole earth wonders after the beast, and they will say, “who is like unto the beast?”, Rev.  13: 4.  The whole earth is taken up with the wonder of a man who will present himself as seeming to have the answer to everything, but the remnant of Israel, those in whom God works, will not be deluded by that.  A wonderful Person has been made known to them as on their side; “his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace”.  How blessed to think that this Person is available to us now even in a day of smallness!  God is great enough to take care of the numbers; if He wished He could bring in hosts.  He is the God of measure, the God of hosts.  But thank God for His sovereign mercy that He has left even a very small residue.  How blessed to have some part in it and to prove that One who is Wonderful is able to sustain the saints in relation to every blessed thought of God.  

I pass on to Amos who seems to have been for some time contemporary with Isaiah.  Amos was a remarkable prophet; he came from Judah, but he prophesied to Israel and it would seem that he had a wide outlook, even though he was used to prophesy in a broken day when many difficulties were come in.  Think of the terrors that were coming in on to the people of God in the days in which these prophets lived, the awful invasions resulting in the eventual carrying off of both Israel and Judah.  How solemn these things were and the prophet spoke in the face of these things about the conditions that marked the people.  Where we read, Amos is shown these visions.  God shows him first these locusts, “behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings”.  It seems that God showed something to Amos in a way that was intended to bring out what the prophet’s feelings were as to what he saw; he says, “they had wholly eaten the grass of the land”.  They had eaten up this latter growth, something that was beginning to spring up in life – I suppose there was some little evidence of recovery.  God would be gracious to His people and there was some little evidence of a springing up of something in life.  Perhaps we can see, in God’s mercy to us, a little of that in younger persons coming on.  Amos in this vision sees something that is going to threaten this fresh growth, to eat it all up and destroy it all, “when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee!”.  How fine to think of the spirit of intercession that expresses itself in the prophet at this time!  It is a vision, it did not actually happen.  God presents this to Amos and it brings out from Amos this spirit of intercession.  No doubt it is the spirit of Christ, expressed through the prophet in this way.  Do we not need to be on our knees before God in the spirit of intercession that what may be springing up in spiritual life might be preserved?  If there is a latter growth in any way may it be preserved, preserved from destruction, preserved from scattering, preserved that it might go on and give God pleasure.  May there be a spirit of intercession with us, a spirit of prayer and a desire to be with God about these things that what is of Himself might be preserved from what Satan would do.

Then he goes on to speak about the fire, “the Lord Jehovah called to contend by fire; and it devoured the great deep, and ate up the inheritance”.  I suppose it would speak of something that would destroy entirely what is of God.  Who was thinking about the inheritance at this point?  Who was thinking of God’s portion?  It was evidently on Amos’s soul.  Who thinks now of what is for God?  God’s inheritance was His people, Israel and Judah.  They had been divided through selfishness and wilfulness; now the enemy was breaking in upon them, and Amos sees in the vision the whole inheritance eaten up by fire.  Think of such a thing, everything that is of God being destroyed!  Satan is against what is of God in this world, he would seek to destroy every evidence of it, every trace of it.  What is in our hearts as we think of our brethren?  I am not just thinking of those with whom we walk, I am thinking of our brethren in Christ and the work of God in them and what the Spirit of God is doing in them.  There is that which is against that.  May we be moved, as Amos was, “O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee!  How shall Jacob arise?  for he is small”.  He felt the smallness, but he had the inheritance in view.  May there be this spirit with us that is able to take account of what is for God and may we be before Him in earnest prayer that it may be preserved.  God is going to have His inheritance in His saints, there is no power on earth or in heaven that can defeat Him in that purpose of His, but how He would wish us to be with Him in spirit and in exercise and in prayer in relation to what is His at the present time!

Then he sees something else; “the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand”.  After what he has said about Jacob being small, he sees the Lord in this way.  I suppose that it conveys the impression that even though he had to confess that Jacob was small, divine principles had not changed; God stood on a wall with the plumb-line in His hand.  How important that is, that even in the day of small things, divine principles do not change, what is of God does not change.  We have been speaking about the assembly and the principles that are to govern assembly administration in our localities and these do not change in a day of small things.  

We might say that such and such will be good enough for the time that we are in, but that is not what Amos sees in this vision.  God’s thoughts do not weaken or change because we may be in days in which things are small, and I think that Amos was left with an impression of that, “Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel”.  We know that things are small in our localities, we go on with a faithful few for whom we are very thankful, but even in these circumstances divine principles are to have their own weight with us, so that what is done is in accordance with the truth of God as it has been revealed to us.  

I pass on to Zechariah.  In this wonderful vision, it says, “And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep” (v.1).  These are post-captivity times.  Zechariah was one of those who came back with this little remnant that returned to Jerusalem and engaged in the building of the temple, the reconstruction of that which has been destroyed.  They were not the times of David or of Solomon – these were remnant times, difficult times, but it was a time for building.  Zechariah was one of the prophets who helped the builders, along with Haggai.  The foundation of the temple had been laid, and then the work had stopped, discouragement had come in.  It might have seemed to have been outward pressures that had stopped the building work, but if you read the prophet Haggai he does not speak to the people about outward pressures, but he speaks to them about their own state of soul, about the energy that was needed to carry on and complete that which had been started.  There were those there who despised the day of small things.  There was a spirit of discouragement operating and so Zechariah gets this vision.  And what a vision it was – you might have thought that the thing to do would have been to show Zechariah a picture of the temple completed since only the foundation had been laid, but he does not get that, what he gets is this wonderful vision of a lampstand all of gold.  It is a wonderful, perfectly functioning system for the maintenance of light.  It seems to me that perhaps God was seeking to convey to Zechariah and to the people at this time an impression of what their work was all for.  What were they labouring for?  Was it just to work at something because it seemed to be the thing to do?  But God says, as it were, ‘I have in mind to shed divine light upon this scene, I have in mind to bring in the light of Christ, the light of the Holy Spirit’s operations, I have in mind to set my Name and the knowledge of Myself here’.  Think of the assembly of God in Corinth that we were speaking of: God intended to set the knowledge of Himself in that place.  That is what our gatherings are for, it is that the knowledge of God might shine out, that God might be known.  I do not seek to enter into the details of this wonderful vision, but clearly it points us to the presence of and operation here of the blessed Holy Spirit of God.  How encouraging it is to realise that the Holy Spirit of God is here, He remains, He is with us – “Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts”.  Think of the activities of the Holy Spirit of God throughout this whole dispensation!  We might say in the day of small things the Holy Spirit is content to go on with us.  We could say too that the Lord Jesus is content to go on with us, “For where two or three are gathered together to my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matt.  18: 20.  The Lord will go on with us in the day of small things.  

“And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it”; there is a work that is going on and it is going to be completed.  It is the hands of Christ, but it is in the hands too of the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is operating in view of the completion of that which is in the Divine mind to complete.  The work will be completed.  This is to encourage us and to help us; “and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you.  For who hath despised the day of small things?” Have you been discouraged by smallness?  I see hundreds going to the chapels and churches where we live, and we gather with a few to remember the Lord Jesus.  

It is truly a day of small things.  I may say, why are there not more?  Why can there not even be six more, ten more, twenty more?  Why not even one more?  But yet the Lord helps us to go on and not despise the day of small things.  The Holy Spirit is here, He is operating in persons.  It says here, “Yea, they shall rejoice – even those seven – they shall see the plummet in the hand of Zeubbabel”.  It refers to the eyes of Jehovah; they run through the whole earth to take account of what is going on.  Perhaps it includes in our day persons in whom the Spirit of God is operating who are able to observe and evaluate what is taking place.  The Spirit of God has not become incarnate, but He has come to indwell us as believers, and He has come to remain with us.  He has come freighted with every thought of God, with the divine intent of carrying all through to completion.  The Holy Spirit is with us and He maintains us in spiritual life, spiritual vitality and there is that which He promotes in the way of spiritual ministry.  Those who are with God recognise that, value it and give it its place, they cling to it, they do not despise it.  

You might say that our little gatherings are of no account – they are of no account in the eyes of this world, that is true – but is there something there that is proceeding that is of spiritual value, according to the mind of God.  Spiritual persons will recognise that, they will seek to support it.  Zerubbabel must have been encouraged to continue; we know now that the work was revived and continued and the temple was completed.  God had said of Zerubbabel, “he shall bring forth the head stone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it”?  Divine Persons have committed themselves in this dispensation to operate on the principle of grace: grace will have its full result in bringing to a completion what they intend to complete.  But will we be in it with them?  Are we exercised to be vitally in these things?  What is the Spirit of God engaged in?  What is He working at?  What is of value in the divine mind?  We do not just meet for the sake of meeting, we do not just go on for the sake of going on: let us have before us this great view of what God is securing for His pleasure that He might be known in grace.  What a vision Zechariah was given that he might be encouraged himself and bring encouragement to others!  May we be helped to be an encouragement to one another on this line as having vision to see what the Spirit of God is engaged with in these days.  They may be days of small things, but they are days of great spiritual value, I am assured.  We do not measure that by numbers, but by what we might call spiritual weight; “and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel: these are the eyes of Jehovah”.  The plummet was in the hand of a spiritual man.  He is a type of Christ, no doubt, but I think he is a type too of a spiritual person who is able to set on something that is according to the mind, pleasure and will of God.  May we be encouraged by these things.  

I read at the end of Timothy to say this, that it will not always be a day of small things.  There is a day of great things coming, a day of glory.  Paul speaks of that day in this section that we read.  Who knew a day of small things like this apostle; in this very chapter he speaks about standing alone.  There is none of us who have had to stand all alone yet, but he said, “at my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me.  May it not be imputed to them.  But the Lord stood with me, and gave me power” (vv 16,17).  Who knew smallness like the apostle Paul, standing alone, not only standing alone, but deserted?  Think of the experience of being deserted!  It is one thing to stand alone because you are the only one available, it is another thing if others have deserted you.  Paul says, “all deserted me”.  What an experience – but the Lord stood with him.  The Lord had taken him up and committed Himself to him and the Lord would not fail to stand by His apostle.  He says, “and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made”.  Not only that the proclamation might be made but that it might be made through Paul.  The Lord had taken him up and supported him as He would support every one of us as we seek to go on in the line of His will.  This great and glorious day is coming, and we will all have part in it!  “Henceforth the cross of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who loved his appearing”.  What a day is coming, the day of the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ!  He is going to appear in His glory, He is going to appear in triumph, He is going to appear here in the scene where He has been rejected.  Think of the appearing of Jesus!  What a thought to thrill our hearts, what a thought that we will be with Him when He appears!  It will not be a day of small things then, it will be a day of great things, the day of the glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  How blessed to think that we will be a part of this, every one of us who loves Him and loves His appearing!  It is a challenge – do I love the thought of the appearing of our Lord Jesus?  All that pertains to man’s glory will be set aside and the blessed Saviour will be seen in His own distinctiveness.  There will be none to rival Him, none to resist Him.  May we be helped to think of these things for our encouragement and for His Name’s sake.  

 

GRIMSBY

12 June 2004 






Scripture references

Isaiah 1:9 (JND) [9] Unless Jehovah of hosts had left us a very small residue, we should have been as Sodom, we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

Amos 7:1-8 (JND) [1] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings. [2] And it came to pass, when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [3] Jehovah repented for this: It shall not be, said Jehovah. [4] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, the Lord Jehovah called to contend by fire; and it devoured the great deep, and ate up the inheritance. [5] Then said I, O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [6] Jehovah repented for this: This also shall not be, said the Lord Jehovah. [7] Thus did he shew unto me; and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall [made] by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. [8] And Jehovah said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumb-line. And the Lord said, Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more.

Zechariah 4:8-10 (JND) [8] And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, [9] The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it: and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. [10] For who hath despised the day of small things? Yea, they shall rejoice [even] those seven and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel: these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Revelation 13:4 (JND) [4] And they did homage to the dragon, because he gave the authority to the beast; and they did homage to the beast, saying, Who [is] like to the beast? and who can make war with it?

Revelation 13:4 (JND) [4] And they did homage to the dragon, because he gave the authority to the beast; and they did homage to the beast, saying, Who [is] like to the beast? and who can make war with it?

Revelation 13:4 (JND) [4] And they did homage to the dragon, because he gave the authority to the beast; and they did homage to the beast, saying, Who [is] like to the beast? and who can make war with it?

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.



BLESSING

Tim VanderHoek

Malachi 3: 10; Acts 17: 21-25, 30; 20: 7, 8; Revelation 1: 9-11; 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17

I would like to link on with the thought of blessing and the thought of joy.  This verse in Malachi has been before me, particularly in view of the three days meetings that we anticipate, but the side of blessing, “pour you out a blessing”.  God’s posture is to open the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing.  I was thinking of how He has done that, and how He continues to do that, and that led my thoughts to the verses in Acts.  If we think of the testimony that has gone out, God has a testimony to man.  We were speaking of the discourse there (Paul being an apostle, one who would speak from God), the message of the gospel which has gone out to bless man.  Think of this as a blessing going out publicly, bringing souls to know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.  There is a blessing that is currently being enjoyed in souls coming to know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.  

The window of the heavens pouring out a blessing is the public proclamation of the gospel.  Paul was speaking to those who would have some knowledge that there was a God and yet here the light of the word of God coming in through Paul is to be a testimony to those who had a need to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savour, to come to know the one true God, as the Thessalonians did; to serve the true God and wait for a sign from heaven.

The blessing, the posture of God, is seen in the blessing that goes out today through His word, and His word being spoken.  The scriptures are given by inspiration, so the word of God which we are privileged to have in our hands is to us a means by which these windows of heaven have been opened and we have had this blessing poured out.  We have the inspired word of God before us, the authoritative way in which that public testimony goes out today concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We see Paul here in Acts discoursing, He says, “I announce to you”; he stood up in the midst of these unbelievers and proclaimed the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, proclaimed the one true God.  

In chapter 20 we see this discourse continued but in a special way, the windows of heaven being opened and a blessing pouring forth as we have the apostle discoursing to those privileged to hear what he has to say to those on the inside.  They are those who have come to know the Lord as Saviour, those who have been privileged to come under the sound of the ministry that would bring in the fulness of light.  The upper room is separate from this scene: we know that the windows of heaven would be open, think of how it flows into this upper room.  There were many lights in the upper room, the fulness of light is available, there is a place of blessing and privilege.  Not to stretch these scriptures, but we see how he discoursed until midnight, the fulness of it.  An upper room would be apart from this world.  The word of God and the windows that are open were pouring out a blessing to those in the upper room, those that had been taken up as having come to know the Lord as Saviour, being indwelt by the Spirit and being brought into relationship with the Father.  We see here the discourse that went on and the privilege.  The word discourse is used and differentiated from the word later on, but there is an authoritative side of things.  Later on the footnote speaks of what is more conversational, after the one was taken up and given life.  But here there is an authoritative aspect of that light from heaven, the windows of heaven being opened, the blessing pouring forth and bringing us into a place of enjoyment, a place of light.  

I connected the window of heaven with the apostle John being by himself; separate in such a way that he could be used to write something.  We have the writings inspired before us, but think of the privilege he had of having the windows of heaven opened in such a way that he was instructed to record it, “I became in the Spirit”.  The Spirit of God records for us all that would be for our blessing, not just meeting our need, but brought into such a place of blessing and joy.  Here the apostle is set aside to write in a book and send to the seven assemblies.  The seven assemblies are a thought of completeness, the thought of scope, all of the assemblies are complete, there is no lack of what has been written for us and brought to us with clarity and authority.

We can then refer to the scripture in 2 Timothy, “every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”, all of these would be for us, but I think there is a response then, “that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”.  The thought of “complete” there is as to qualifications, but we think how all of this is for now; joy is not something reserved for heaven, but we would know that our joy is now.  Let our joy be full.  The Spirit is here for us to enjoy things in the fulness of joy now.  So it is as to blessing; this window that was opened and poured out a blessing did not refer to something to be reserved for a future time, but something for us now.  The blessing is now.

The thought as to “that the man of God may be complete”, is not something that is for a future day, but it is “fully fitted to every good work”.  The blessings are being afforded to us to take up and enjoy now, the posture of heaven, God’s thought is to pour out the blessing.  Although we may be taken up with things that are difficult at times, we would have blessing.  So, may God bless this word.

 

 

DENTON

2 March 2004 

 

 


Scripture references

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

Acts 17:21-30 (JND) [21] Now all [the] Athenians and the strangers sojourning there spent their time in nothing else than to tell and to hear the news. [22] And Paul standing in the midst of Areopagus said, Athenians, in every way I see you given up to demon worship; [23] for, passing through and beholding your shrines, I found also an altar on which was inscribed, To the unknown God. Whom therefore ye reverence, not knowing [him], him I announce to you. [24] The God who has made the world and all things which are in it, *he*, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands, [25] nor is served by men's hands as needing something, himself giving to all life and breath and all things; [26] and has made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole face of the earth, having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, [27] that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us: [28] for in him we live and move and exist; as also some of the poets amongst you have said, For we are also his offspring. [29] Being therefore [the] offspring of God, we ought not to think that which is divine to be like gold or silver or stone, [the] graven form of man's art and imagination. [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Acts 20:7-8 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled.

Revelation 1:9-11 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.



AT A BURIAL MEETING


(i) Jim Gray 

Psalm 116: 15; Ezekiel 18: 23; John 11: 25, 26 (to … “die”)

I was impressed as we came to this occasion by the remarkable statement in the Old Testament that the death of certain persons is “Precious in the sight of Jehovah”.  I think we could say that our sister’s death has been precious in the sight of the Lord.  She belongs to the class of persons known as saints.  I think such persons are persons who have known Christ as Saviour and Christ as Lord.  He has affected their lives.  The word saints is derived from the thought of being sanctified, that is set apart.  Our sister was affected early in her life by the Saviour, her life came under His direction.  Her life has been marked by prayer; a saint is marked by prayer, marked by graciousness, marked by goodness.  She was a woman who was known to pray.  If you visited her, she always asked you to pray before you left.  She was characterised by prayer, dependent on the Lord all through her life to give her direction.  That is a saint.  Such persons afford delight to heaven, morning and evening bowing her knee to the Lord Jesus, bowing her knee to Him who is in the heavens, asking for direction for the day.  She was full of goodness and grace too.  In her active days in her home there was a shelter from time to time for young persons who were suffering from the winds of adversity in their lives, she took them in and sheltered them.  She was gracious.  She was also a shepherd in her lifetime – these features came out in her, her life was dedicated to Christ.  She was also an evangelist.  I know that in her work place, she spoke to persons about the Lord Jesus.  She told them how precious He was to her in her life.  The Lord had a hand in her death.  It was precious in His sight, He took her home.  During her time of weakness in the hospital, it was impossible for someone to be present all the time, but Christ was always there.  He stands by the saint, day in and day out, and in time of trial and weakness and distress He would stand by our sister, comfort her, give her a sense of His nearness, give her a sense that He was about to take her home out of her body of humiliation.  Such is the life of a saint.  

In Ezekiel there is another class of persons, wicked.  God says, “Have I any pleasure at all in the death of the wicked?” It is a question, He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.  Who are the wicked?  Sinners.  It says, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom 3: 23), so once in our life we were in that category.  I trust no one here is still in the category of a sinner, not yet saved by the blood of Jesus.  If a person continues in their wickedness and sins and lawlessness, God has no pleasure in their death.  How sad!  But He has pleasure, “is it not in his turning from his way, that he may live?”, that is that he comes to Christ as Saviour, turns from his wicked ways and lives.  Dear friends and brethren, that is what those of us who know Christ as Saviour have done, we have turned from our wicked ways and sought Christ as Saviour, laid hold of the power of the redeeming blood which can wash us from our sins – “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood”, Rev.  1: 5.  That blessed Person, Christ, never ceases to draw out the love and affections of those who have been saved by His precious blood.  

In John’s gospel it is resurrection that is in mind, another class of persons.  “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live”.  Our sister belongs to a class, the dead in Christ, asleep through Jesus.  She belongs to that class of which it says, “though he have died, shall live”.  She is going to live again.  Do you believe that?  I know that there are persons here who believe that.  I wonder if all believe in the resurrection, the Lord Jesus’ power to raise the dead.  There is going to be pleasure for Christ when He raises the dead: He will come with a shout, with archangel’s voice and the trump of God and raise the dead (see 1 Thess 4: 16).  What a moment!  He will give them incorruptible bodies, bodies which are suited to life in another sphere, no longer life in flesh and blood.  Our sister has known life in the flesh and blood condition, she will never know it again; she will be raised into another condition, the same condition that Christ is in.  When we see Him we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is (see 1 John 3: 2).  What a hope!  The scripture says, “though he have died”; yes she has died, but she is present with the Lord, she will live by the power of God.  What pleasure Christ is going to have when He raises the saints, those who have trusted Him.  Those who are dead in Christ from Abel down will be raised and there will be divine pleasure in it.  Just as the Father raised Christ from the dead by His glory, there is going to be glory in the resurrection of the saints, but there will be no glory in the resurrection of the wicked.  The great white throne and all that it stands for, when every sinner will have to do with God, every knee bow to Jesus; there will be no pleasure for God in that.  Men raised in their sins to face judgment, face the second death which is the lake of fire.  But there is pleasure for God in the death of His saints.  

May the Lord help us, For His Name’s sake.  
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1 Corinthians 15: 54-57

Death is something that overtakes everyone in the natural course of things.  There are only two notable exceptions to this in the history of humanity set out in the Old Testament.  It is the penalty of sin, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all”, Rom.  5: 12.  So the whole human race lies under that penalty.  The wonder of what we know in Christianity is that the only Man who ever stood upon this earth upon whom death had no claim, the Lord Jesus Christ, the sinless One, actually went into death.  Why?  Death had no claim upon Him.  He went there on our behalf.  He hung upon the cross.  He met the judgment of God on sin, vicariously.  That word simply means that He did it on behalf of others, He did it on our behalf, He went into death on our behalf!  

For three days He lay in death.  Another has said, He did not lie there for one moment longer than was necessary for what He had come to do.  Death had no claim upon Him.  He lay there on our behalf, and then He came out of the grave!  

That brings me to these verses we have read, “Where, O death is thy sting?  Where, O death thy victory?”.  Can you imagine that death and sin would ever have the upper hand?  Our Saviour God has seen to it through the death, and the atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ, that death has been overcome and not only has it been overcome, but it has been overcome victoriously so that the challenge is laid down.  Where is your victory?  Death?  There is a Man out of death, a glorious Man at the right hand of God, the One who is coming soon to raise all the sleeping saints, all who have put their trust in Him; He is going to raise them, and “we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord” (1 Thess.  4: 15), are all going to be changed and taken up to meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  That is victory.  May every one of us in this room know something of that victory, the triumph over the power of death so that you are not afraid to die.  Is there anyone in this room afraid to die?  That is a very sobering thought, because it is appointed unto man, “once to die, and after this judgment”, Heb.  9: 27.  It has been said already, one day we will all have to meet our God.  Do you want to meet God in your sins?  Or do you want to meet God in a glorified body, like unto the body of our Lord Jesus, to be eternally with Him?  May none of us miss the blessed portion that belonged to our beloved sister.   We can say that of her without any hesitation, without any doubt whatever, that the body which is going to be laid in the grave, will be raised, a spiritual body, a glorious body, like unto His own glorious body.  What a thought!  May none of us miss the blessedness of this.  

 

EDINBURGH

17 June 2004 

 

(At the burial of Miss C.Stout)
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