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WRITING INSTRUMENTS AND WRITING MATERIALS

A. P. Devenish 

Daniel 5: 1, 5, 6, 22, 23, 25–28; Exodus 34: 1, 2, 4, 5; 2 Corinthians 3: 3–6; Psalm 45: 1, 2; Revelation 3: 12, 13 

I would like to speak a word about writing instruments and writing materials. The first scripture of course is judicial; it is part of a man’s hand. The solemn pronouncement of Daniel, “thou, Belshazzar, his son, hast not humbled thy heart, although thou knewest all this”; he knew about the conversion of Nebuchadnezzar, he knew about all that had happened previously in the history, that is, he had the light of these things and yet, as Daniel says, “thou ... hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of the heavens”. He really profaned God’s house. It is a solemn pronouncement, “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting”; the fingers of a man’s hand writing on the wall at the king’s palace. It is part of a hand that wrote. 

So it is a solemn pronouncement in relation to the profession, the public profession of Christianity. We might apply it like that, “although thou knewest all this”, that is, light has shone in the western world. There has never been such an outshining of divine light, and yet despite that, man has lifted himself up against God. But then of course we might apply this a little closer to home; we need to value the light that God has given us and walk in it. If we walk in the light as God is in the light. John says, “we have fellowship with one another”, 1 

John 1: 7. Judgment is God’s strange work. 

Normally the hands of Christ would move our hearts, move our affections. Think of His hands in the Song of Songs. It says, “My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door”, Song of Songs 5: 4. That was not a judicial act; that was to attract one who would be familiar with the Lord Jesus, would know His hand, “My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door”. How often He does that, not judicially, but affectionately to attract our hearts to Him, a man’s hand. We have seen His hand in many things that have happened in our midst for the Lord is seeking to draw our attention to Himself. Can we identify the Lord’s hand in our exercises, to draw us away from things here and to attract us to Himself? In Daniel, as I have said, it is judicial, a solemn thing, a solemn judicial pronouncement, part of a man’s hand. Men will be judged according to the light they have received, but now is the time when the Lord is seeking to catch our attention. It says earlier in the Song of Songs, a reference that I have often been attracted to, 

“Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice”, Song of Songs 2: 9. He is seeking to catch our attention as He did on the shore in John 21. It says, “That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord” 

(John 21: 7). Sometimes we might attribute what happens amongst us to other things, but we need to see that the Lord’s hand is in them, and someone needs to recognise that it is the Lord. He is seeking to help us to get free from things here, what may mark us naturally, our propensities and natural inclinations and to attract us to Himself, to attract our affections to Himself. 

Here in Daniel it was a strange work, it was not characteristically what the Lord loves to do, what God loves to do. He loves to bless, but this is a solemn side of things, that where we sin in the presence of light, particularly ecclesiastically, there is this solemn judicial pronouncement, and we are to take heed to that. We have received so much light, perhaps more than most, Paul’s light. He says, “at mid-day ... I saw ... a light above the brightness of the sun”, Acts 26: 13. That is what characterised Paul’s ministry, and there is a great need, I believe, for each of us to walk in the light, that we may be true, to it in our lives. We need to heed Paul’s commandments; he says, “let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment”, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. The whole of the first 

epistle to the Corinthians would be the Lord’s commandment. We have the privilege, dear brethren, of following Paul’s directions and walking in Paul’s light, the greatest light that has ever shone. He said, “Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee”, Ephesians 5: 14. What a wonderful time we are in; it corresponds with what God said to Moses, “be ready for the morning”. Wonderful things have happened in our day and we want to be ready for the morning, that is, the breaking in on the darkness, of light from God. 

In Exodus he says, “Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first”, that is, we are to come to it that we are the Lord’s own production. We may have to look at it abstractly but it is the truth, the saints of God are the Lord’s own production, each of us is the product of the Lord’s own personal service. It is a wonderful thing to come to. We have been referring to John chapters 11 and 12 today already. Think of those three, Lazarus, Mary and Martha, the product of the Lord’s own production as they shine in John 12; “Lazarus was one of those at table with him”, a man raised from the dead sitting in quiet dignity, what a testimony he is, a product of the Lord’s own workmanship; and Mary anointing His feet with the ointment; and Martha serving—How beautiful a picture. They had been in the presence of the glory. The Lord says, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”, John 11: 4. How they shine in chapter 12! Let us think of one another in that way as being written upon. It says later, “And Jehovah said to Moses, Write thee these words; for after the tenor of these words have I made a covenant with thee and with Israel”, Exodus 34: 27. In Exodus 31 it speaks about the finger of God. Think of being written on by the finger of God! Well, you look around amongst the saints and you say, That is the finger of God. The evidence of divine workmanship in one another is the writing of the finger of God, it is by the Mediator. 

It is a wonderful thing to contemplate that God is writing, He is making indelible impressions upon this one and that one; it is the finger of God, that is the instrument that is used. Here it is the Mediator. “And Jehovah said to Moses, Write thee these words; for after the tenor of these words”, a very interesting reference, not exactly the letter. As was referred to in the previous reading, it is the Spirit that quickens. In 2 Corinthians 3 the writing is by the Spirit of the living God. Once again that is the instrument of the writing, and the material written upon is the fleshy tables of the heart. Why does it says that, “written, not with ink, but the Spirit of the living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of the heart”. That is, God is softening us through discipline and through the teaching of the new covenant, so that through the spirit and teaching of the new covenant there is what can be written upon, what is impressionable. It is a solemn thing when our hearts are hard and unimpressionable. It speaks about Pharaoh hardening his own heart, and then God hardened it, which is a very solemn matter. So there is a suggestion in this chapter of hard-heartedness. Is there any hardness with us? Have we hardened our hearts? Are they soft and impressionable to divine writing? 

Here he speaks about the Corinthians “being manifested to be Christ’s epistle”. Think of the saints being a transcript of Christ—how wonderful that is, to see Christ in the saints, the result of divine writing, the result of the writing of the Spirit of the living God. You see life coming into evidence in the saints. We ought not to adhere merely to the letter. The Pharisees did in John 8, the letter of Moses’ law, they would have executed it. They would have had Christ merely to fulfil Moses’ law, but then He wrote a law of His own. He is the great Legislator and He wrote His own laws. I believe these things are to make our hearts soft and impressionable so that we are able to move in the tenor of things, that is a spiritual suggestion, not the letter but the tenor. Have our hearts been softened by the wonderful mercy and 

grace of God that has been shown to each of us, by the love of Christ who has borne our sins in His own body on the tree, who has borne the judgment due to us and given us a place of favour and blessing? The spirit of the new covenant involves divine teaching, the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit, wonderful divine teaching involving God’s love towards us. We are formed in love, that wonderful love that is toward us; so we love even as He loved, we forgive even as Christ has forgiven, we move towards one another as God has moved towards us. We are not hard in our outlook or in our actions, in our feelings; we are soft and tender, affectionate, like God. I commend that to the brethren. 

So here the instrument is the Spirit of the living God. In Exodus it is the finger of God. I think there is only one reference in the New Testament to the finger of God and that is in Luke 11, 

“But if by the finger of God I cast out demons” (Luke 11: 20), a remarkable reference to the detail of things. It would be good to think about that, that God wants to remove every detail of fleshly activity and natural thinking from us. You say, Well we are covered by the blood, but the finger of God involves detail. God has to do with what is minute, the detail of things, so that every feature that characterises us naturally and according to the flesh is removed. 

Well, perhaps we would not like to think about that too much. We might just pass for a good Christian, a good meeting-goer but what about the finger of God? He is not only acting negatively but He is acting positively. He is taking away the first and establishing the second. 

What He is doing is writing Christ on the saints, every beautiful feature that shone in Jesus, His meekness, His grace, the perfect evenness of the Lord Jesus as the oblation suggests, His wisdom, His lowliness of mind. “Hew for thyself”, it is His production. It says, “one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him”, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. That means we owe our spiritual existence, what we are spiritually, to Christ. 

Think of the woman in John 4, what a production she was, what the Lord secured from her as His own production. It does not say that there was any other instrument, any other used, just Himself. The disciples were away, they missed that great opportunity of watching the Master at His work, they missed it. Would you have missed it? How beautifully the Lord affects that woman. He sat just as He was at the fountain, weary with the way He had come, and asked her for a drink. See the Master at His work with this poor woman, who had drunk deeply in the wells of this world, into the immoral and corrupt side of things, to see her become a worshipper, to see Christ we may say moulding her, selecting for Himself a vessel. She leaves her water-pot. She goes to the men of the city and she says, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”, John 4: 29. Will you miss what He is doing here in Denton? Will I miss what God is doing in Edmonton? He is bringing us out of moral darkness into the light, vessels that are secured for the service of God. Will we be able to watch in our places the Master at His work? I trust we will not miss it. I think the Lord missed the disciples too when He went to the mount of Olives. It says they all went to their own homes. Would He not have shared with them what He enjoyed on the mount of Olives? 

No one seemed to be interested, they went to their own homes. Would you be interested? or do you go about your own affairs, live your own life selfishly and miss what the Lord is doing? He went to the mount of Olives. He might have said, I wonder if John will come with Me, I wonder if Peter will come with Me; is anyone interested in going with Me to the mount of Olives? These are lessons for us, beloved brethren, not to miss what the Lord is doing. 

Well, I have digressed somewhat but I just want to speak about Psalm 45. It is another pen being used, another instrument. It says, “My heart is welling forth with a good matter—I say what I have composed” (or what is my occupation) “touching the king. My tongue is 

the pen of a ready writer “. Is that how we are, that we are so wrapped up with Jesus, we love Him so? How He is described in this psalm is beautiful but it is by one of His lovers, and Christ has been His occupation. I ask you if Christ is your occupation? Do you contemplate Him? In John 1 it says, “we have contemplated his glory” (John 1: 14). Do you sit down quietly sometimes and just contemplate Him? “We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth”, then, “for of his fulness we all have received”; well, how would we receive of His fulness, “and grace upon grace”? It is by occupation, by contemplation of the Lord of glory. Think of what the psalmist says here, 

“Thou art fairer than the sons of men”. Have you come to that? Well you say, I know that is in the Scriptures, I know that it is in the ministry, I know others have said it. But have you come to it in your own experience that He is fairer than the sons of men? There is no one like Him, no one to be compared with Jesus. We go on in the psalm, “grace is poured into thy lips—therefore God hath blessed thee for ever”. It is the pen of a lover of Christ, “I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer”. This is another instrument of writing, and I would that, in increasing measure for myself, that what I say may be the result of contemplation and occupation with Christ. Think of these wonderful words, 

“And in thy splendour ride prosperously, because of truth and meekness and righteousness: and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things ... Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom—Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy companions” (Psalm 45: 4, 6, 7). It is not only to be because of what others have said, or because of what you have read, but because you know it yourself. Like those men in John 4 

who said, “It is no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves” (John 4: 42). 

Then in the last scripture we have the wonderful writing of God to the overcomer. There are other writings spoken of in these scriptures. It speaks about him that overcomes in the church in Pergamos, “I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”, Revelation 2: 17. There are other writings in Revelation, there is the mark of the beast. I do not know if that is a suggestion of an impress, what the beast would put upon men that are his, a dreadful thing! Think of the blessedness of this reference, “He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God”. Think of the Lord Jesus doing that to each of us, writing upon us the name of His God, “and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”. His new name might refer to the recovery of the truth. It is not a different name exactly but it might refer to His name being imprinted on persons in these days which have been characterised by the recovery of the truth. His new name is new in the sense of being fresh and living. That is an impress that is to be laid upon us. Alas the public profession has become traditional and lifeless. I would suggest that “my new name” is a fresh living impress of Christ upon the saints in the present day of recovery. 

These are wonderful things. Think of the Lord saying this, “He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God”. Is that not an appeal to us? Each of these things is wonderful to think about, “and he shall go no more at all out”. What a day that will be! “And I will write upon him the name of my God”. You think of John 20 when the Lord gave that message to Mary, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17. Think of the Lord leaving an impression of His God upon His people, and “the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem”. How wonderful the truth of the assembly is. 

He would write an impression on the saints of the greatness of the new Jerusalem, the holy city which will come down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. 

I commend these suggestions to the brethren and trust a few impressions remain. I trust I have been able to convey something of divine writing and how we are to be a transcript of Christ and we are not to miss what the Lord is doing. In John 20 the disciples went to their own home (John 20: 10); they did that again. Did they not learn what had happened before? 

Then we get the most wonderful story of a soul who so loved Christ that she could not leave the place of His burial. She said, “they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”, John 20: 13. Then he appears to her. He says, “Mary” and she says, “Rabboni’’. The disciples missed that. There is so much we might miss, beloved brethren, if we do not keep near the Lord to see what He is doing, what He is effecting in persons for the glory of God. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Denton
31 August 2002 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 5:1-28 (JND) [1] Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his nobles, and drank wine before the thousand. [2] Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines, might drink in them. [3] Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines, drank in them. [4] They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. [5] In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. [6] Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, and the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. [7] The king cried aloud to bring in the magicians, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. [8] Then came in all the king's wise men, but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation. [9] Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his nobles were confounded. [10] The queen, by reason of the words of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet-house. The queen spoke and said, O king, live for ever! let not thy thoughts trouble thee, neither let thy countenance be changed. [11] There is a man in thy kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods was found in him; and the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, [even] the king thy father, made him master of the scribes, magicians, Chaldeans, [and] astrologers; [12] forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and solving of problems, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. …

Exodus 34:1-5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken. [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain. [3] And let no man go up with thee, neither shall any man be seen on all the mountain; neither shall sheep and oxen feed in front of that mountain. [4] And he hewed two tables of stone like the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to mount Sinai, as Jehovah had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. [5] And Jehovah came down in the cloud, and stood beside him there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah.

2 Corinthians 3:3-6 (JND) [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. [4] And such confidence have we through the Christ towards God: [5] not that we are competent of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our competency [is] of God; [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens.

Psalms 45:1-2 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

Revelation 3:12-13 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

John 1:7 (JND) [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him.

Song of Solomon 5:4 (JND) [4] My beloved put in his hand by the hole [of the door]; And my bowels yearned for him.

Song of Solomon 2:9 (JND) [9] My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21:7 (JND) [7] That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon Peter therefore, having heard that it was the Lord, girded his overcoat [on him] (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea;

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 11:4 (JND) [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it.

Exodus 34:27 (JND) [27] And Jehovah said to Moses, Write thee these words; for after the tenor of these words have I made a covenant with thee and with Israel.

Exodus 31 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, [3] and have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in every work, …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Luke 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass as he was in a certain place praying, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. [2] And he said to them, When ye pray, say, Father, thy name be hallowed; thy kingdom come; [3] give us our needed bread for each day; …

Luke 11:20 (JND) [20] But if by the finger of God I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God is come upon you.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Psalms 45:4-7 (JND) [4] And [in] thy splendour ride prosperously, because of truth and meekness [and] righteousness: and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. [5] Thine arrows are sharp peoples fall under thee in the heart of the king's enemies. [6] Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom: [7] Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy companions.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:42 (JND) [42] and they said to the woman, [It is] no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:10 (JND) [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home.

John 20:13 (JND) [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.



THE LORD’S THRONE

J. Wright 

Revelation 3: 14–22; 1 Kings 7: 6–8; 10: 18–20; Matthew 19: 28; 25: 31–33 

I would like, beloved brethren, to speak of the Lord’s throne. He is not actually on His own throne at the present time. He is on His Father’s throne, but He is soon to take His throne. I had in mind especially what the Lord says as to the overcomer in Laodicea, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. The overcomer 

Laodicea is going to have a part in the Lord’s throne and I am sure we would all desire to be among the overcomers in Laodicea. We are in the time, beloved brethren, of Laodicea and the Lord is about to spue it out of His mouth. In these conditions He is looking for overcomers, those who will sit with Him in His throne. He has overcome. He says, “I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. That is the present position, He has sat down with His Father in His throne, and He has reached that position by overcoming. The Lord Jesus is presenting Himself here as an overcomer. When He was here He overcame. 

That would be an incentive for us to be overcomers. 

The Father’s throne is the throne of grace, it is accessible to us at the present time because the Lord Jesus is there. He is there as the great High Priest, He is sympathetic, and we can approach the throne of grace because He is there. I want to draw attention to the Lord Jesus as an overcomer. The Lord Jesus overcame that the principle of grace might be maintained—

So that He could sit down with His Father in His throne where grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. The Lord Jesus did not give way, He maintained the principle of grace. He had much opposition from the Jews because He maintained that principle. He maintained the day which He brought in as the day of grace, “the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 19), and He suffered for it. He overcame, He did not give way. In John 8, when they brought to Him the woman taken in adultery, and they said that she should be stoned, the Lord said, “Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her” (John 8: 7), then they went out one by one, and the woman was left alone with Jesus. He said to her, 

“Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee”. He maintained the principle of grace. As coming in He was full of grace and truth. He maintained that principle to the end. 

At the cross where they crucified Him, Luke tells us that He 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 34); that was the principle of grace. It runs through the dispensation. Stephen had to make a judicial indictment against Israel in Acts 7 but he maintained the principle of grace. He said, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”, Acts 7: 60. There is nothing punitive in the dispensation of grace; the Father’s throne is not punitive. There may be necessity for chastisement but it is not punitive. 

The Lord Jesus maintained that principle and He overcame, He did not give way, so that now He is sitting in the Father’s throne and that throne is accessible to us. But He says here, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne”. 

I want to speak of that, beloved brethren, that the Lord Jesus is soon to take His throne, and there will be persons who sit with Him in His throne. I think it will be persons who understand what that throne is, who have been with the Lord now and have overcome. The throne would maintain the rights of Christ and the rights of God. Those rights of course are being maintained at the present time in mercy, God is maintaining His rights on the principle of mercy. Beloved brethren, I wonder if each one of us will have part in His throne? It is not open to everybody to sit with Him in His throne; it is to him that overcomes. What is the foundation of Christ’s throne? He is the One who loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. 

That is the foundation of His throne. Those who overcome will be in accord with Him; they will be persons who love righteousness and hate lawlessness. 

The Lord Jesus presents Himself to Laodicea as the “Amen”. All God’s promises are fulfilled and accomplished in Him. Whatever state the church has got into publicly, everything is secured and accomplished in Him, “the Amen, the faithful and true witness”. The witness of the church has failed but the Lord Jesus remains, “the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God”. That is the presentation of Himself to Laodicea, “the beginning of the creation of God”. That means that the whole creation is going to take character from Christ. When things are so dark as they are in Laodicea, so obnoxious to Him, He is presenting Himself. We are not Philadelphia. Philadelphia is a condition not a position, but we are surrounded by Laodicea; that is the condition in which we find ourselves, and the Lord is appealing to persons in Laodicea. He is appealing to us today as to whether we would be overcomers, and be in accord with Himself. 

He says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich”. That would be righteousness; if we are to be in accord with the throne we must have righteousness. 

The foundation of His throne is based on the One who loved it, He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. So it says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire”. The Lord Jesus suffered here for righteousness. That was included in His overcoming; He maintained the present dispensation and He suffered for righteousness. He loved righteousness and He suffered for it. The gold He is offering is righteousness, it is purified by fire. This could not be available apart from His sufferings, apart from His death, apart from His atoning sufferings. Righteousness is available and we get it from Him. It is a great thing to have this transaction with Christ, and obtain righteousness, “gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich”; not claiming to be rich, but having true riches, having righteousness. 

Then He says, “and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed”. He has white garments to give. James speaks about pure and undefiled religion, that is “to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, to keep oneself unspotted from the world”, James 1: 27. That is the white garments, “to keep oneself unspotted from the world”. The Lord Jesus when here kept Himself from the world, He was not of the world, there was no taint of the world in Him. He has white garments to give, “that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest”. Then He has, “eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see”, to see things clearly. What a need there is among God’s people today to see things in their true perspective, to see things rightly. The Pharisees said that they saw, yet they were blind, but the Lord Jesus has eye-salve that we may see. I believe that as getting these things from Christ, we can be with Christ in His movements and we can be overcomers here. We can be in accord with the throne. 

“I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him …”, (Revelation 3: 19, 20). Think of the Lord coming to a person who opens the door to Him. It is a wonderful thing to open the door to Him, to have Him come and sup with us; but then there is something greater, “and he with me”. How blessed that is, to sup with Him, to be with Him in His own surroundings. That is what I wanted to say as to this scripture, that we might be overcomers, that we might be persons who sit with the Lord Jesus in His throne. 

I wondered if these scriptures in Kings bore on the way that the Lord’s throne in the sense of judgment operates at the present time. I think it is mainly what is discriminatory in judgment. 

We have to learn from the Lord Jesus how to discriminate between good and evil, and I wondered if the scriptures in Kings bore on that. The scripture in 1 Kings 7 speaks of the porch, “And he made the porch for the throne where he judged”. I think this would relate to the present time; He is not judging the world, He will do that. He is going to take up His rights and reign and judge the world; but I think the Lord’s direct rule and His discriminatory judgment are to be known in the assembly at the present time. I believe the Lord would use assembly exercises and sorrows that we may learn from Him to distinguish between good and evil. In this scripture it says, “And his house where he in dwelt had another court within the porch, which was of the like work. And he made, like to this porch, a house for Pharaoh’s daughter”. I think that brings in the assembly and we are to learn from Christ how to discriminate between good and evil. What is judicial may be necessary, but I think the main thing is what is discriminative, discriminating between good and evil. We have to always keep in mind the present dispensation of grace. The Lord’s dealings in that way, His judgment, would not be different or out of accord with the spirit of the dispensation. It would not be out of accord with His present position on the Father’s throne. Yet the Lord does move in a judicial way. That is brought out in Revelation; He moves among the assemblies in a judicial way, discerning, discriminating, and the great thing, beloved brethren, is to be with Him and learn from Him how to distinguish between good and evil. The assembly is to be expressive of that, to be in accord with the throne where divine rights are maintained. I believe it all enters into our education here in view of having part with Christ in His throne, sitting with Him in His throne. 

When you come to chapter 10 you get the magnificence of Solomon’s throne; there was no throne like it. Solomon speaks of Christ glorified and, of course, He is yet to take His throne publicly, but the idea of the throne is there, the discriminatory judgment of Christ. So it says, “And the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with refined gold”. The throne of ivory I suppose would indicate that death has come in, the death of Christ. It would speak typically of the death of Christ, that things are judged in accordance with that, so that nothing is allowed which is out of keeping with the death of Christ. Think of what has been removed in the death of Christ. Then it says, “and overlaid it with refined gold”. It is gold of the very best quality. Divine righteousness would be seen; it is going to remain eternally. 

‘God’s righteousness with glory bright, 

Which with its radiance fills that sphere’. Hymn 88. 

It is not a thing to be afraid of, everything that comes from that throne is infinitely fair and just. Then “there were arms on each side at the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the arms; and twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps”. 

That reminds me of the way that the Lord has reached the throne; think of the overcoming, the steadfastness, “the lion ... which turneth not away for any”, Proverbs 30: 30. It says in Revelation that the lion which is of the tribe of Juda has overcome (Revelation 5: 5). And it says in the scripture that “the righteous are bold as a lion”, Proverbs 28: 1. Righteousness is operating in that way. He is on the throne as the righteous One. He is there as our Advocate, “Jesus Christ the righteous”, 1 John 2: 1. When we sin He takes up our case, what a wonderful thing that is, but righteousness is there. It is going to pervade the world to come, and it is to be seen now in the Lord’s distinguishing ways, but it is not out of accord with the present dispensation. The two things are maintained; it says “and twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps—there was not the like made in any kingdom”. 

I wanted to refer to these verses in Matthew because the Lord speaks of His throne. He says in Matthew 19, “when the Son of man shall sit down upon his throne of glory, ye also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel”. That of course applies especially to the twelve, they have that distinctive place, sitting on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel; but the saints will come in to the matter of discriminatory judgment with Christ when He sits on His throne. Paul has to say to the Corinthians, “Do ye not know that we shall judge angels?”, 1 Corinthians 6: 3. The time of education for that is now, and the very point that the Lord is bringing out here is that there are those who follow Him, it is a great thing to be following Him and learning from Him. As they followed Him they would take account of how He dealt with and handled things. They would be learning from Him as following. So the 

Lord would have persons with Him when He sits down. It says, “when the Son of man shall sit down upon his throne of glory”. That would be a greater and more glorious throne than Solomon’s. 

In Matthew 25 it says, “when the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he sit down upon his throne of glory, and all the nations shall be gathered before him” and He will discriminate, some to His right hand, some to His left. Those on His right hand will be the nations that come into blessing in the millennium, and those on His left hand will be the nations that go into judgment, to the lake of fire. There will be those who will be with Him. I want just to apply this at the moment, that the Lord will have those with Him when He sits down on His throne of glory, and what the Lord is speaking about here are those who have treated Him rightly, those who have considered for Him, “Then shall the King say to those on his right hand, Come, blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the world’s foundation—for I hungered, and ye gave me to eat; I thirsted, and ye gave me to drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me”. The Lord says later, “Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me” (Matthew 25: 40). Think of the Lord taking account of the way these nations have treated His people! It bears on the way we regard and care and treat God’s people. Those who are righteous will have part with Him when He sits down in His throne of glory. Well I just feel that I have presented this rather feebly, but I do think that we have to learn now from Christ and being with Christ, how to be overcomers in the very conditions that exist at the present time, so that we might be among those who sit with Him in His throne. May we be helped in it, for the Lord’s name. 
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Scripture references

Revelation 3:14-22 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God: [15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. [16] Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth. [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked; [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me. [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne. [22] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

1 Kings 7:6-8 (JND) [6] And he made the porch of pillars; its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth thirty cubits; and there was a porch in front of them; and there were pillars, and steps in front of them. [7] And he made the porch for the throne where he judged, the porch of judgment; and it was covered with cedar from floor to floor. [8] And his house where he dwelt had another court within the porch, which was of the like work. And he made, like to this porch, a house for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon had taken.

1 Kings 10:18-20 (JND) [18] And the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with refined gold: [19] the throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was rounded behind; and there were arms on each side at the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the arms; [20] and twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom.

Matthew 19:28 (JND) [28] And Jesus said to them, Verily I say unto you, That *ye* who have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit down upon his throne of glory, *ye* also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Matthew 25:31-33 (JND) [31] But when the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he sit down upon his throne of glory, [32] and all the nations shall be gathered before him; and he shall separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; [33] and he will set the sheep on his right hand, and the goats on [his] left.

Luke 4:19 (JND) [19] to preach [the] acceptable year of [the] Lord.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:7 (JND) [7] But when they continued asking him, he lifted himself up and said to them, Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Acts 7 (JND) [1] And the high priest said, Are these things then so? [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, [3] and said to him, Go out of thy land and out of thy kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee. …

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

James 1:27 (JND) [27] Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

Revelation 3:19-20 (JND) [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

1 Kings 7 (JND) [1] And Solomon was thirteen years building his own house; and he finished all his house. [2] And he built the house of the forest of Lebanon; its length was a hundred cubits, and its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar-pillars, with cedar-beams upon the pillars; [3] and it was covered with cedar above upon the side-chambers, which were on forty-five pillars, fifteen in a row. …

Proverbs 30:30 (JND) [30] The lion, mighty among beasts, which turneth not away for any;

Revelation 5:5 (JND) [5] And one of the elders says to me, Do not weep. Behold, the lion which [is] of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, has overcome [so as] to open the book, and its seven seals.

Proverbs 28:1 (JND) [1] The wicked flee when no man pursueth; but the righteous are bold as a lion.

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

Matthew 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, he withdrew from Galilee, and came to the coasts of Judaea beyond the Jordan; [2] and great crowds followed him, and he healed them there. [3] And the Pharisees came to him tempting him, and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? …

1 Corinthians 6:3 (JND) [3] Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life?

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.



THE HEART OF THE BELIEVER

D. A. Steven 

Romans 10: 8–10; Acts 16: 13–15; 2 Kings 10: 15–17; 1 Samuel 1: 4–11, 13–18, 20–22, 24–28; 2: 1–3 

It is in my heart to say a word about the references in these scriptures to the heart. The first scripture in Romans is how we begin our Christian life. We have come to know the Lord Jesus as our Saviour; we have opened our hearts to Him. It is a wonderful thing to know that. 

As I look round on my brethren here, I look round on persons who have hearts that have been opened to Him, and have let Him come into their hearts. He has His place there, but then it says, “The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart—that is, the word of faith, which we preach—that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord”, so there has to be a confession made. We have to use our mouths to confess the blessed One whom we have let into our hearts. It brings about salvation; it is not only that you have to confess with your mouth, but “shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”. I think it is clear that this can help us in many circumstances as a Christian. 

You find yourself in difficult circumstances, and something arises where you have to make a decision. If you are asked to do something which you know in your heart and in your conscience is not right to do, then the scripture is here, “confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord”. That is the answer to the problem and it will get you out of the difficulty because it says you will be saved; you will be saved from going into conditions and circumstances that in your conscience you know are not right. 

Well it is a very testing thing. I know myself, I humbly confess to the brethren, that I have not been a good confessor in my younger days. You find it easier perhaps to slink away, but this scripture has been in my 

heart recently, so I just read it that we might be encouraged as believers to confess the Lord Jesus. It will bring about salvation. You confess with your mouth, it is something you say. 

You use your mouth, God has given us a mouth, and He has given it to us for this purpose; and many other things of course, not only to confess His name but to praise Him, to worship Him. This is a believing heart, and the woman in Acts has an opened heart, and Jehu has a united heart, and Hannah has a worshipful heart. That is the line that is in my heart to speak about briefly. It says, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead”. The confession is not the confession that God has raised Him from the dead, that is in your heart. It is placed there, that is your secret. When the Lord Jesus was raised from the dead no one saw that, not even those who loved Him, who came to the grave to see Him. They loved Him and wondered where He had gone; there was a measure of unbelief, but One greater had been there before. They came there and there was nothing, the stone was rolled away and He was not there. He was raised by the glory of the Father. That is a secret you have in your heart. The world does not know about that, it is not a matter for the world; it is something you keep in your heart, it is a rock to your soul, it is a foundation you can stand on. There is no other foundation, “other foundation can no man lay”, Paul says, “besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 

Corinthians 3: 11), and it is Jesus Christ as risen, the One who is at the right hand of the glory of the Father. So it is a thing that you keep in your heart, then you prove that “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth ... and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”. It is a wonderful thing to enjoy salvation. 

I speak now briefly of the woman in Acts 16 because the Lord opened her heart. Well, that is another question whether we have opened our hearts “to attend to the things spoken by Paul”. 

My exercise is that something prophetic may come into the word and that it might not be a simple address, dear brethren. I trust the Spirit will make something of what I am saying that might be prophetic. I think there is a great challenge to what Paul has outlined in Scripture for us; the ministry of Paul has been challenged publicly in the world, in Christendom, by men who should know better, men who know the Scriptures, and yet they are not governed by them; they are not instructed, they are not attending to the things spoken by Paul. We are enlightened believers and here is this woman, “a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”. Here they were, down at the riverside, “where it was the custom for prayer to be”. Think of that, what a custom that was! Paul found himself there amongst these people. 

Well, we find ourselves, as is our custom, at the prayer meeting on Monday evenings. How precious that is and I think it should be a custom with us; it is a custom with us. The prayer meeting is probably one of the most important meetings in the week. I think Mr. Taylor has said that and I can understand it, because we come together on the Lord’s day to remember the Lord and enter into the service of God, and we have our readings and preachings, and we surely come together to pray for results on Monday evenings, and thank God for His goodness. How much we have to be thankful for, so the prayer meeting is an occasion which should not be missed. The prayer meeting is one we should be at, and Tuesday and Wednesday and Thursday of course, but at the prayer meeting. It was their custom to be there. Well I just say that and I trust the brethren do not feel upset about it. 

As they sat down and spoke to the women, you think of the feelings they had. I suppose Paul would pray with them, he certainly spoke to them. Then Lydia was baptised and her house, and she said, “If ye have judged 

me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house”, so there is a baptised house. What a wonderful thing, a baptised house where the owner was a seller of purple; she was a dignified person, working away righteously, and seeking to hold her household for the Lord, a baptised household. It is a wonderful thing to have children baptised and held for the Lord, to bring them up in the admonition and fear of the Lord. That is what baptism means, dear brethren, I am sure we all understand that. We do not bring them up for the world, we bring them up for Christ that He may enter their young hearts at an early age, that they may confess with their mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in their heart that God has raised Him from among the dead. 

So she attended to the things spoken by Paul. How great were the things Paul had spoken! 

Probably the greatest teaching he brought before the saints was Christ and the assembly; that was left to Paul. He was never called Paul of Tarsus, he was always called Saul of Tarsus. I just thought about that the other day and that is very beautiful because Saul of Tarsus was converted and then he got another name. God gave him another name, he gave him the name of Paul and He was going to use him to bring out the great thoughts of God; He was going to use this man who was converted on the Damascus road, Saul of Tarsus, who was now going to be called Paul. It means ‘little’ and Paul took that on, and demonstrated that, he never took advantage in a fleshly way of the authority that God had given him. He took advantage of it spiritually; he spoke about “I, Paul”. He often spoke about himself but it was not in any presumptuous way, but he had much to say, and that was one of the things he taught and it is precious to us. He speaks about a man being united to his wife, and then he says, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. It is a wonderful truth! We have that truth in our hearts, and this woman had been attending to these things. Perhaps that truth had not come fully out then, of course, but there were other things that Paul had taught. 

I just turn to 2 Kings now because it speaks here of a united heart. Jehu was on a mission here, for God had sent him to do this, but he is exercised that he might have someone with him. I think there is a principle in this. Jehu says to Jehonadab, “Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” And he said, “It is—If it be, give me thy hand—And he gave him his hand”. I am sure there is a lesson in that. It would prevent us from independence. I would hate to go and do a thing without having the absolute assurance that my heart was right with the brethren, that we were thinking the same thing. We had a word recently as to thinking one thing, and thinking the same thing in the uniting bond of peace. Paul speaks about the unity of the Spirit, “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, Ephesians 4: 3. That is how it works; Is thy heart right with my heart? Here is this man, he is on this war mission to defeat the enemy, and he finds Jehonadab and the first thing he says is, “Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” If Jehonadab had said, ‘No it certainly is not’, would he have still gone? We do not know about that, but it is clear for Jehonadab says, “It is—If it be, give me thy hand—And he gave him his hand; and Jehu took him up to him into the chariot, and said, Come with me, and see my zeal for Jehovah”; and of course the result was secured for God. I think there is a challenge in that for us, dear brethren, as to whether our hearts are united. I would leave that with us as to these matters that come up amongst us, these sorrowful matters. Are we united in heart about them? 

So it says here about Hannah that she had been feeling things. The thing about it was, that every time Elkanah went up to sacrifice, Peninnah caused Hannah to fret and be upset. It is a terrible thing when you get jealousy; I suppose it would be that; I do not know, because Elkanah gave Hannah a double portion. Peninnah knew that Hannah did not have a child and she goaded her. That is a terrible feature. I am not saying it is amongst us, but it is a terrible feature, that kind of thing, and yet it brought out a beautiful feature in Hannah, that she never retorted, she never answered back. It was really like the spirit of Christ, “who, when reviled, reviled not again”, 1 Peter 2: 23. You think of what He went through and there was nothing said, no answer back. How perfect He was! But this was the spirit that marked Hannah, “she wept and did not eat”. And Elkanah her husband said to her, “why is thy heart grieved?” And then she comes to God about it and prays and it says, “Now Hannah spoke in her heart”. She asked God, she had a judgment about the situation that was extant at the time. 

As we know, at the end of Judges, “there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes”, Judges 21: 25. How like the present time, in Christendom. But she had a clear picture in her mind of what was needed, and she asked God for a man child. This has often been spoken of, but what is in my heart to say is that she “spoke in her heart; only her lips moved”. How feeling that is, “only her lips moved” but God heard; God heard her and this brought in peace to her soul. Eli misunderstood and he was adjusted, but God heard this woman. It says in John’s epistle, “And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him”, 1 John 5: 14, 15. Now Hannah asked this of God, and God knew better than Hannah that Samuel was needed. He knew about Samuel before Hannah did, so Hannah was in complete accord with the mind of God in asking for a man child. She got her prayer answered and went away “and her countenance was no more as before”. She called him Samuel, meaning ‘heard of God’. 

She came away having peace in her soul. She had spread the whole matter out before God and she left it with God; what was needed was a man child. She asked God for it, she was prepared to bring the child up as a Nazarite, with no razor coming on his head. No crown of the world was to go on that boy’s head, sport or commerce, nothing of the world; he was to be brought up as a man child for God’s service and to be here as he was, a prophet. It says of him that God never let one word of his fall to the ground. This was the kind of boy that she had, and she would not go up until she had weaned him, which means, of course, that she wanted him weaned away from her, that he was able then to leave her, that the natural side had no longer a hold over her son and he was to go in to the house of God. “So Hannah prayed, and said, My heart exulteth in Jehovah”; this is the answer to the prayer. Her heart was welling forth with a good matter, there was no doubt about that. Do our hearts well forth with a good matter? When we have our prayers answered, is there a welling forth with the good matter that the Spirit puts in our hearts? It is a heart matter, dear brethren; it is a believing heart in Romans, it is an opened heart in Acts. Well is that so with us, an opened heart to the things spoken by Paul? Then it is a united heart, and now it is a worshipping heart. May these things affect us and be an encouragement to us, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
4 November 2003 
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Scripture references

Romans 10:8-10 (JND) [8] But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach: [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved. [10] For with [the] heart is believed to righteousness; and with [the] mouth confession made to salvation.

Acts 16:13-15 (JND) [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us.

2 Kings 10:15-17 (JND) [15] And he departed thence, and found Jehonadab the son of Rechab [coming] to meet him; and he greeted him, and said to him, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab said, It is. If it be, give [me] thy hand. And he gave [him] his hand; and [Jehu] took him up to him into the chariot, [16] and said, Come with me, and see my zeal for Jehovah. So they made him ride in his chariot. [17] And he came to Samaria, and smote all that remained to Ahab in Samaria, until he had destroyed him, according to the word of Jehovah which he spoke to Elijah.

1 Samuel 1:4-28 (JND) [4] And it came to pass on the day that Elkanah sacrificed, he gave to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and her daughters portions; [5] but to Hannah he used to give a double portion, for he loved Hannah; but Jehovah had shut up her womb. [6] And her adversary provoked her much also, to make her fret, because Jehovah had shut up her womb. [7] And [as] he did so year by year, as often as she went up to the house of Jehovah, she provoked her thus; and she wept and did not eat. [8] And Elkanah her husband said to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? Am not I better to thee than ten sons? [9] And Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk; (now Eli the priest sat upon the seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah;) [10] and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much. [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah. …

1 Samuel 2:1-3 (JND) [1] And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart exulteth in Jehovah, my horn is lifted up in Jehovah; my mouth is opened wide over mine enemies; for I rejoice in thy salvation. [2] There is none holy as Jehovah, for there is none beside thee, neither is there any rock like our God. [3] Do not multiply your words of pride, let not vain-glory come out of your mouth; For Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Judges 21:25 (JND) [25] In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.

1 John 5:14-15 (JND) [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.
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