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PRESERVATION FROM DECLINE AND DETERIORATION

G. C. McKay 

Luke 14: 33–35; Mark 9: 49, 50; Ephesians 4: 17–32; 5: 25–27; 1 Thessalonians 5: 23 

The concern, dear brethren, is how we might be preserved from decline and deterioration. 

The tendency with us, with man, is in that direction always, and yet what God has in mind in Christianity is that what is formed in our souls should go on in freshness and power without corruption or decline. In human things and in nature that is not possible, sin having come in, but in the divine system there is power, virtue, provision for us to be preserved and kept living and faithful and pure until the coming of the Lord Jesus, the great terminus or climax that we are looking forward to. We know that outwardly we cannot look for a restoration of the church as it was, nor for the system of things here coming under God’s sway without judgment, but we are moving forward to perfection, moving forward to the moment when the Lord Jesus comes. Our most practical exercises should be forward-looking. The truth is forward-looking, looking to a time when Christ will present the assembly to Himself; when the Lord will come and we will be secured then for His pleasure eternally. The question then is, as we move on to that wonderful moment which is not far off. Shall we be preserved up till that time? Shall we go on in increasing freshness and power and faithfulness, or are we going to decline before the Lord comes? It lifts your heart and your thoughts if you think of the Lord coming, and we should be exercised to be preserved until that glorious moment. 

In the three synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, there are allusions to the salt, and it is notable that in each of them the salt deteriorates. In Matthew, it says it may become 

“insipid”, in Luke “savourless”, and in Mark even “saltless”. Salt is the preservative 

element, as we know, and it is also marked by savour, by taste. It is therefore used by the Spirit of God as a figure, for an element that we are to have in ourselves. I think it relates to the reality of the work of God in our souls, to our faithfulness, to our knowledge of God and our spiritual vitality. So what has happened publicly is that Christianity has become savourless, saltless; you would hardly recognise it. When you read of what is said by dignitaries in public religious bodies, you can hardly recognise Christianity at all. The whole essence and power and savour of the matter is taken away; that is the day in which we live. 

So our exercise should be this—Do I have salt in myself, am I to be preserved? Can I be characterised by what the salt speaks of and thus be kept until the coming of the Lord Jesus? 

Luke makes clear in chapter 14 what is meant, because the Lord Jesus says (before He mentions the salt), “every one of you who forsakes not all that is his own cannot be my disciple”. So it is a self-sacrificing pathway of discipleship that the Lord is alluding to. He had just spoken of the great supper. God’s wonderful celebration of His grace in the glad tidings, to which many are invited, and to which persons are compelled to come in; but after that as the crowds went with Him He turned and He spoke to them and raised the exercise about discipleship. He mentions one hating his own father and mother, and wife, and children and so on, that is what is of nature should not have any place and not in any way supplant the Lord Jesus in our affections; He should have the first place. And then we should sit down and count the cost, for there is a cost in Christianity. The gospel comes to us free, without money and without price, but then as we take up the corresponding exercise to be faithful to the Lord Jesus here, we have to sit down and count the cost. If divine grace has come to me, and I have the Holy Spirit, a wonderful resource that is given to those who believe, then I can count the cost, and say, Yes, I am prepared to take up the path of discipleship. That gives character 

to a believer, he is prepared for a self-sacrificing path. The idea of sacrifice is to be prominent with us, that is that we are prepared to give up everything indeed for the sake of the Lord Jesus. So we have to give up everything that is our own, that is the price. We do not make any apology, the Lord Jesus makes none; there is a price to be paid if we are going to be disciples and follow Him. 

The Lord says in Matthew that the disciples are the salt of the earth (Matthew 5: 13), as if they are the preservative element. Believers themselves are preserving the world in that sense as existing in it, helping to hold back evil and corruption. I think that is evident even in a workplace where there are believers, where their language and deportment and honesty is a restraint to the development of evil around them. God has regard for that too. But then what if the salt becomes insipid, “wherewith shall it be salted?”, Matthew 5: 13? There is no other resource. If the salt becomes insipid, what can be done? It is to be cast out and trodden under foot of men. If we are not true to our Christianity, if we are not prepared to count the cost and pay the price, then our Christianity becomes savourless, and indeed it will actually be despised by men. They see that there is no reality in it. So dear brethren, we have to be real, there has to be savour with us, there has to be faithfulness with us. Luke, the gospel of grace, would demand discipleship from us, and that we should be faithful. 

Now Mark, as you will notice, speaks in a most pungent way, more strongly than any of the other gospel writers, “For every one shall be salted with fire”—that is, I suppose, a reference to the fact that there is a test applied against evil in any one of us. God is not going to tolerate that. If I am going on with evil, even as a believer, going on in a kind of mixed situation, then God can bring in the means of testing. “Every one”, it says, “shall be salted with fire”, because God tries His own 

work, and He also has a right to raise questions with us as to what we are going on with and what we are allowing. That is possibly the strongest statement as to salt. Then it says, “and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt”. We were speaking about sacrifice. You find that in the Old Testament, there was something that was to be in no offering, and that was honey, and there was something that was to be in every offering, and that was salt. Honey would speak, I suppose, of what is purely of nature and does not of itself yield anything for God, but might indeed tend to corruption. Salt involves the reality, the corresponding faithfulness and holiness of the person making the offering. 

So that ought to enter into ourselves, as persons whose bodies, according to chapter 12 of Romans, have been placed at divine disposal, placed on the altar. These would be sacrifices salted with salt. All these painful exercises of Romans would lie behind them; and out of them emerge faithfulness of heart, something real and true, an appreciation of God’s mercy and grace, an appreciation of the Holy Spirit, and the lesson learned as to how to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit in self-judgment. So, “every sacrifice shall be salted with salt”. It is a very testing thing, but then, it is a very preservative thing. We surely want to be preserved as believers and in relation to God’s people. We want to look forward to the coming of the Lord Jesus, we want to be preserved right through; this element of reality has to be with us. 

Mark also speaks of salt becoming saltless, having no evidence of its original character at all. 

Let us seek to be preserved, “Have salt in yourselves”, and then it says, “be at peace with one another”. I suppose if there is any lack of peace, any dissension between believers, it is because of not having salt in themselves. The preservative element in some way has been lacking and the flesh allowed to work. 

Having said so much as to salt, I turn to Ephesians. You might think it is rather a jump to go from these 

testing considerations to the most exalted epistle in the New Testament, but Ephesians has this in mind too. It is an extraordinary epistle in one sense. The great, glorious and heavenly truths are stated in their fullest degree in the first three chapters. Our heavenly portion, sonship, the place believers have in Christ seated in the heavenlies, and the glory of the assembly, glory to God in the assembly; these things are brought out to the fullest extent and then there come a series of exhortations. You might say, Why? Why exhortations to thieves? 

“Let the stealer steal no more”. Why to such exalted believers, persons in the gain of the most wonderful heavenly truth, should there be the word not to tell lies? You can see what is in the Spirit of God’s mind. The thought really is that what is worked into the texture of our lives is to be in keeping with the heavenly truth which we have come into the joy and gain of. Thus there is a copious amount of water of cleansing in the epistle to the Ephesians, with the object of preserving us in regard to these things. 

We have light. We cannot say that boastfully, because many of us feel that we should have laid hold of the truth that has come out in the recovery more fully, but nevertheless the light is there. The light brings with it, not only great joy and blessing, but also a responsibility that we might be in keeping with that light. Mr. Stoney said as to what a Laodicean is, that a Laodicean has Philadelphian light, the greatest light, but he has not got the power that goes with it (New Series Vol. 3, page 209). So we could have all the light of Philadelphia, all the light of the recovery of the truth, but if we do not have the power that goes with it we become Laodicean. That is one example in Scripture of what is savourless. The Lord Jesus speaks indeed of spewing that assembly out of His mouth, as finding it distasteful. The Lord has tastes. We want to think of what is to His taste, what pleases Him in our lives and all that we do. He is watching. He sees what goes on in our lives, in our houses, in our workplace, in our spare 

time, He sees and hears. He is not looking to condemn, He is looking for what is good among us, and He is valuing it greatly, but He does not miss the other things either. 

So in the epistle to the Ephesians there is the suggestion that what has been ministered in heavenly light and taken on by the saints, should not be contaminated or reduced in any way. 

These nations that are alluded to in Ephesians 4 would no doubt refer to unregenerate men, under the power of pagan darkness and idolatry, “having cast off all feeling”, and “estranged from the life of God”. What a picture it is! But when the apostle proceeds from Ephesians 4: 20, “But ye”, what he is saying is that in the midst of all that darkness and corruption and wickedness there is something different, and that has to be preserved and is to shine, “But ye have not thus learnt the Christ, if ye have heard him and been instructed in him”. How direct it is, to hear from Him Himself! Think of the Christ instructing us, think of hearing Him. 

Think of the divine speaking on the part of Christ who does everything for God, and secures everything for God’s pleasure. He instructs us and we can learn from Him. It says, “according as the truth is in Jesus”. Now that is a very precious thought; in the midst of the surrounding darkness and corruption there is something shining. When Jesus was here personally it was so. In the midst of all that existed in the world that was displeasing to God, there was Jesus and everything was shining in Him for God’s heart; everything He was looking for in man, every grace, every virtue, every beauty, everything that God had ever desired in a man was shining in Jesus. Now we have been instructed according to that, “according as the truth is in Jesus”. That blessed Man went into death, and rose again, and He is still the same Jesus on high. All these wondrous features that were seen in Him in the days of His flesh are shining now, and because He has gone into death and risen again something else has been brought about, that could not have been brought about had He not gone into 

death, that is that these same features are shining in others. It is a wonderful thing that in the midst of this dark world, features of Jesus are shining the truth as it is in Jesus. That is what we have been instructed in. 

Then the Scripture will explain for us a little how we might move in this direction that this might shine. It says, “namely your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself”. Think of that! The old man can only go on in corruption, actually corrupts itself, the very opposite to the thought of salt and what is preservative. So you put that man off. He has been removed from God’s sight in the death of Jesus, but then he is not to appear in our lives, we are to put him off. We have to be renewed in the spirit of our mind, our whole outlook is to be fresh and different. We are to think differently. We possibly think the same way as worldly people think more than we realise. Because a thing is current in the world, when people express themselves in certain ways, and behave in certain ways, we might tend to think in that way (it is only natural to our own hearts), but we have to be renewed in the spirit of our minds, a far reaching and searching thing. The whole attitude of the believer’s mind is different from that of a natural man, there is a virtue of power of renewal in the believer as having the Holy Spirit. So we are renewed in the spirit of the mind, and then it says, “and your having put on the new man”. 

The new man does not allude to Jesus personally, as we know, but to what appears in the saints, in the aggregate of the saints, features of Jesus characteristically. The old man is marked by deterioration and corruption. Over the centuries he has not got any better, there has been no improvement, but I suppose you would say he has rather got worse. Indeed it says, in another scripture, our old man; showing how we feel he has been attached to us and that we have shown his features. But now God has created a new 

man, and He does it in “truthful righteousness and holiness”. Therefore, as this instruction is taken on and we are renewed in the spirit of our minds, we put on the features of Jesus, there is truthful righteousness and holiness. It is a creation, so it involves God’s work in your heart and mine. God actually brings something about in us that is stable and cannot be destroyed, existing in truthful righteousness and holiness, and our exercise, therefore, should be that we are in keeping with that in the midst of all that is around. Hence these very practical exhortations to put off falsehood. A believer should not be marked in any sense by what is false, by what is unreal and pretence. It says, “speak truth every one with his neighbour”. 

These are all preservative things, that we are open with one another, and truthful with one another. Then, even if there is cause for indignation, we have not to give room for the devil; he is always ready. Do not make room for him; our anger could make room for him; features of the first man however occasioned could make room for the devil, and surely if you make room for him he will take that room, and he will drive you further than you ever thought; he will make capital of it. Then as to the stealer, “Let the stealer steal no more”. It is not a question here of him being dealt with for being a stealer, it is the transforming power of God’s grace that the man who was a stealer is not stealing any more. He is willing to take on him toil, he has changed his character; in fact he has reversed his character, because not only is he not stealing, but he is giving to others, he has to distribute to him that has need. It is the power in grace of Christianity. It relates to the virtue of God’s work in us, and the energy of it, and the definite character of it, the savour of it. It relates to the salt that preserves us from the flesh and from what is corrupt, so that we might in ourselves have the means to preserve the work of God and let it be furthered. Then “Let no corrupt word go out of your mouth”. If something comes to your mind to say that is not going to 

have a good result, to those standing round you had better not say it; but if it is a good one let it come out—“but if there be any good one for needful edification, that it may give grace to those that hear it”. 

Then we have not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. It is an appeal that goes to your heart, 

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God”. How graciously He is with us! He does not diminish His holiness in coming into this scene to indwell believers. He comes into cleansed hearts purified by faith. He comes into that area in wondrous grace and we have not to grieve Him. He comes into the position where He could be grieved by our behaviour and our words. 

We have been sealed by Him, we have been marked out for divine ownership for the day of redemption. That is what is in view. I am struck with that “for the day of redemption”. The truth is forward looking; everything is going to come about absolutely according to God’s thoughts. God’s great proposals are going to be realised in the saints and established in His presence eternally. Our present exercises then should all have a forward look. You might say, Am I going to be preserved on this line in view of the Lord coming? That is what He has in mind, and that is what the apostle Paul had in mind, the time of presentation. What if the Lord Jesus comes today, or if He comes tomorrow. What will I be like? Will I be on a course of preservation, pursuing holiness? Will I be pursuing what is right? Will I be going on in the energy of affection? Will I be free in the service of God? Will I be bright when the Lord comes? That is the test because He will come, and He will find us as we are. Thank God we shall be transformed and our bodies changed. Think of the power of God that will be expressed towards us, wonderful matter! But having such a hope in us, surely we ought to be exercised to be in the good of these things. 

In regard to this thought of what is preserved in Ephesians, the very last verse of the epistle speaks of 

those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption, that is, they are kept in the purity of what we have been speaking. All that is valuable in the truth is to be preserved in incorruption, in a love that is unalloyed. You might say, How can it be in these mixed conditions? I know my failure, my weaknesses and history all too well. Well, you have to take up Scripture, and the divine provision, so that we might be preserved in holiness and in purity and in faithfulness until the Lord comes. 

I read in Ephesians 5, because the scripture there alludes to the Lord Jesus in His present activity of love. Again there is the idea in it that the assembly will appear in the end in perfection, “having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. Spot would speak of contamination or possibly of inward impurity, and the wrinkle would mean decline and age. 

The assembly is not going to be marked by any of these things, because the service of the Lord Jesus will prevent these things from giving character to His assembly. So it says, “the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. If you read the footnote you see that all these things are really put together. The same love that led Him to deliver Himself up for the assembly is leading to His actions now, the sanctifying and the purifying by the washing of water by the word. That is what proceeds in our meetings by ministry, the truth being brought out, the washing of water by the word, the word entering into our minds and hearts and affecting us. The Lord Jesus, the Christ, is constantly doing that. What He has in mind is to present the assembly to Himself glorious. In the present time we are much taken up by failure, but the future is glorious, and perfect, and blessed. Let us be kept in love and affection for Christ, and in energy in our Christianity until the Lord Jesus comes. How dreadful if He came and found us otherwise. Indeed, Paul, at the end of the first epistle to the Corinthians, mentions even a curse if persons do not love the Lord Jesus, “If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema Maranatha” (1 Corinthians 16: 22), meaning ‘Accursed—the Lord cometh’. How terrible it would be if the Lord Jesus came and I was not a lover of His! How blessed to be among those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption! 

The scripture in Thessalonians brings out the apostle’s concern that we should be “preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. He says, “the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly”. That is, we are sanctified in the knowledge of the God of peace. How much enters into that, how much experience of the gospel, how much knowledge of the love of God, how much knowledge of the sacrifice of Christ! Our peace has been made by the blood of His cross; everything has been accomplished through the glad tidings, and thus we have the peace of God, and then we have the God of peace. We know what it is to be in the presence of the God of peace. That is the most sanctifying thing there could be, I suppose, to be in communion with the God of peace. Thus we are to be sanctified, spirit, soul and body. 

Every part of us is to be kept and preserved. There is to be no lack, no defect, no omission. 

Our spirit is the part of our being in which we are in touch with God for He gave us our spirits; and our souls involve our deeper feelings, and then there are our bodies too. 

Christianity involves that our bodies are affected, that there is purity. The body is a vessel for the Lord Jesus and for the Holy Spirit. It is a vessel in the assembly, a vessel that is used in the praise of God. Did you ever think of that? Do you ever think that you use your body in the service of God? You use your tongue, you use your voice, you use your body in the service of God. So it is to be preserved wholly, and it should be devoted to the service of God. May we be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
2 December 1995 

 


Scripture references

Luke 14:33-35 (JND) [33] Thus then every one of you who forsakes not all that is his own cannot be my disciple. [34] Salt [then] [is] good, but if the salt also has become savourless, wherewith shall it be seasoned? [35] It is proper neither for land nor for dung; it is cast out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Mark 9:49-50 (JND) [49] For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. [50] Salt [is] good, but if the salt is become saltless, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.

Ephesians 4:17-32 (JND) [17] This I say therefore, and testify in [the] Lord, that ye should no longer walk as [the rest of] the nations walk in [the] vanity of their mind, [18] being darkened in understanding, estranged from the life of God by reason of the ignorance which is in them, by reason of the hardness of their hearts, [19] who having cast off all feeling, have given themselves up to lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedy unsatisfied lust. [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ, [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus; [22] [namely] your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. [25] Wherefore, having put off falsehood, speak truth every one with his neighbour, because we are members one of another. [26] Be angry, and do not sin; let not the sun set upon your wrath, [27] neither give room for the devil. [28] Let the stealer steal no more, but rather let him toil, working what is honest with [his] hands, that he may have to distribute to him that has need. …

Ephesians 5:25-27 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (JND) [23] Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:13 (JND) [13] *Ye* are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have become insipid, wherewith shall it be salted? It is no longer fit for anything but to be cast out and to be trodden under foot by men.

Matthew 5:13 (JND) [13] *Ye* are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have become insipid, wherewith shall it be salted? It is no longer fit for anything but to be cast out and to be trodden under foot by men.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 4:20 (JND) [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ,

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

1 Corinthians 16:22 (JND) [22] If any one love not the Lord [Jesus Christ] let him be Anathema Maranatha.



DIVINE FEELINGS AND PATIENCE

J. Mitchell 

Genesis 1: 2; 6: 3; 2 Chronicles 36: 15, 16; Luke 20: 13, 14 

I read these verses because of an impression about divine feelings and divine patience in the glad tidings. The verses read span an extraordinary long period of time and indeed, verse 2 of Genesis 1 goes back to before time began. The verses show how that long period has been marked by divine feelings in relation to the matter of sin, firstly in the creation, but largely in the world, and particularly among men. No one feels more than God the presence of sin, resulting in all the disaster that has come in upon humanity, upon this earth and upon the creation. It is a very affecting thing that in the epistle to the Romans, where we get the teaching of the glad tidings, it is said that the whole creation groans and travails (see Romans 8: 22). Think of the effect that sin has upon the creation! 

The enemy is set to destroy what is in the mind of God, and that is what we have in verse 2 of Genesis 1. Even before time came in, as God was proceeding with His creational plans, the enemy worked to bring in dislocation. This is very sobering—sin is of great antiquity. The verse read relates to a period before man was created, divine feelings come out. It says, “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”. Think of that! God felt the effects of the efforts of the enemy to bring in disruption, and dislocation in the ordered sphere He had in mind, and remarkably enough the enemy has been extremely successful in that. But it is comforting to see that divine feelings come into expression and divine patience too. In this chapter divine feelings are seen in the Spirit of God hovering over the face of the waters. It is an expression of the deep feelings of God as to what came in at the very beginning. God was proceeding to bring in an ordered sphere of things in the creation. 

Then in Genesis 6, it is not just in the creation, but sin in mankind, and that brings out divine feelings in the most forceful way. It says, “And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man”. You think of that, God pleading with man! Yet the enemy was seeking to turn men away from God, to bring in a breach there. That is what he was successful in doing, sowing distrust of God, and bringing in a breach in man’s relations with God. God felt it, not only because He was robbed of His creatures, He certainly felt that, but God felt it because of the result that there would be on mankind. No one appreciated more than God Himself what the result would be through the incoming of sin, and He felt it for man’s sake. God is feeling for men at the present time even though they may not take much account of it. We see only too clearly, even in this country, that man is shaking off God—“they did not think good to have God in their knowledge”, Romans 1: 28. I have thought a lot about that passage which relates to the antediluvian world, the world of which we read in Genesis 6. That expression could be used just as well at the present time. We are coming to that point where men are not thinking it good to have God in their knowledge. All kinds of thoughts are expressed about this, that and something else. Men blind their minds to God and are condoning sin, what is immoral in conduct, and that increasing quickly, even in the established religion of the day. 

What is condoned there is abominable. It only shows that man does not think it good to have God in his thoughts. 

Has God rejected man? I think that is a very affecting thing; God is pleading with man, and He is pleading with man by His Spirit. He pleaded with men in the antediluvian world. He pleaded then with very little result—only eight souls were saved. Thank God for these eight souls; God did not abolish mankind altogether. He did not remove mankind in totality, He 

left eight souls. These eight souls have peopled the world in which we are, right down to our day. We are the progeny of those eight souls. In that day of extreme wickedness, Scripture records that, “My Spirit shall not always plead with Man”, indicating that His Spirit had been pleading with man up to that time. Think of the feelings of God in relation to man; think of those feelings at the present time. I have no doubt tonight that the Spirit of God is pleading with men, pleading in someone. There is someone tonight to whom the Spirit of God is speaking. He may be raising matters in their consciences, or raising matters in their hearts as to their conduct towards God, but lying behind it are the depths of the feelings of God for men. He “desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. That is God’s desire, and His Spirit is operative tonight as He was operative in the antediluvian time, pleading with men. 

Then it goes on to say, “for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years”. And later in this chapter He has to say, “The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is full of violence” (Genesis 6: 13). Thank God, as I say, for those eight souls. God secured them out of that antediluvian world, through the flood, through His judgment upon sin. Make no mistake about it, God being who He is, a holy God, He must judge sin. There is no question as to that, God has to deal with sin. We shall come to see the beautiful way in which He has dealt with it. But it is important to get some sense of His feelings in relation to mankind. 

We come now to the passage in Chronicles. These people here were the progeny of these eight souls who came through the flood, all the disaster that came upon the earth. The end of all flesh having come, and the flood coming upon the earth, meant that man, apart from these eight souls, was removed from the presence of God. What a sobering thought that is. These were saved. They came through the flood, and in due course 

God took up a people, Israel, and He gave them the very best. He gave them everything that was in His heart’s desire. He came down to see their affliction in Egypt and took them out of it in His feelings for them, and in His feelings for them He went with them throughout the wilderness forty years. Think of God’s patience with His earthly people. What came out, as recorded in the book of Numbers, was rebellion after rebellion. But God patiently went on with His people. I think one of the most affecting verses in Scripture is that in 1 Corinthians, 

“for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them—(now the rock was the Christ)” (1 

Corinthians 10: 4). That shows divine feelings. There was the Rock, a type of Christ in His service, known as the Water Carrier. The affecting thing about that is that somebody who was minded to go away back would have had to pass by that Rock. Think of the faithfulness of God; think of the patience of God! The character of God comes out in how He meets man’s rebellion with divine supply. How wonderful that is! There is no one like God who can meet the most atrocious, immoral conduct of man with the blessedness of divine goodness. That is the way God meets it. That is the way He has met sin. No one can do things the way that God has done them. 

His feelings come out in this passage in Chronicles. He cared for His people not only through the wilderness, but He opened up that good and pleasant land to them. He would give them an inheritance in it; He would give them everything that would satisfy their heart’s desire. 

What came out again was the flesh in them and they desired other things. It says very touchingly, “And Jehovah the God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up early and sending; because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling-place”. That was the character of God. Think of His patience! How long He has borne with mankind! How He went on year after year of that whole dispensation, to which Chronicles relates, looking forward to the incoming of Christ when the whole matter of sin and sins would be 

taken up and settled to His entire satisfaction. The patience of God came out in the way He bore with His people of old until finally, as we read in Luke’s gospel, he says, “I will send my beloved son”. I think the best has come out. 

The Spirit had been striving in the antediluvian world; God had been active through His prophets with His people in the land; but in our day, beloved, He has sent His own beloved Son. I think that is the most affecting thing; the crowning touch of God’s ways with man, sinful man, is the sending of His beloved Son. What did they do? They said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may become ours”. This parable goes on to say, 

“What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do to them?” He will certainly destroy them. 

But what has God done? In the very place, the very city, where they crucified Christ, there God causes the gospel to go out. Think of divine feelings and divine patience in the way in which He acts. You might say, Was there any justification for that? There was no justification on man’s side; justification was on God’s side. That is, God being what He is in Himself, He meets the antagonism of men; abounding sin was there when they put Christ on the cross, but God met it with the abundance of grace. That is what they did to God’s Messenger, I speak reverently, because in His own Person He is God Himself, God here as a Man, as we sung together— 

‘God come down, a heav’nly Stranger, 

Love to sinners to display’. (Hymn 112) 

Think of that blessed Man, here available to men. Think of Him sitting by that well at Sychar available to that sinful woman, a woman known to be a sinner. There was no question about her sins, they were too evident, they could not be hid. Think of God sitting by that well in a Man; a weary Man dependent on a sinful woman for a drink of water—God’s patience, God’s feelings set out in Him. It says, “he must needs pass through Samaria”, 

John 4: 4. Why? Because there was a woman there with a need in her soul, with an empty heart, and grace compelled Him to go that way. That is the blessed Man of whom it says, “I will send my beloved son”. What a wonderful day we are in when we can proclaim that Christ has come on to view to take up the whole question before God; to take up the matter of my sins and the matter of your sins. If you are a believer in Christ He has taken up your sins; and tonight He is available to every person in the world who will avail themselves of the work that He Himself has accomplished. God has met the sin of man in the giving of His own beloved Son, as the verse says, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”, Romans 8: 32. Persons seem to think that God can overlook sin in man. God cannot overlook sin in man. The proof that God cannot overlook sin in man is that He spared not His own Son. Jesus had to be made sin. That is what it meant. 

If God was to send His Son to where man was, He had to come into death because man morally lay in death. Jesus died. What a sobering thing to think of that. He suffered those three hours of darkness on Calvary when He was forsaken by a holy God. He cried, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me? and He died. The wages of sin is death. That is what it involved for Jesus; it was no light matter for Him. But He is risen again a glorified Saviour, out of death, now crowned at God’s right hand. The Man who came here, the lowly Man who suffered at the hands of men, and suffered for sin at the hands of God, involving the forsaking of God, who died that the penalty of sin might be met and removed entirely, is now seated at God’s right hand, exalted a Prince and a Saviour. That is a very wonderful thing but it is not the end of the story. God has sent down His Spirit, so that the Spirit, the same Spirit that pleaded with man in the antediluvian world, is here at the present time. The apostles were instructed in Luke’s gospel to remain in Jerusalem until they were clothed with power from on high (Luke 24: 49). 

That is the Spirit had to come and they had to be anointed by the Spirit, that the preaching should go out. Immediately the Spirit came they were engaged in preaching. That showed divine feelings for man, and that has gone on for nearly two thousand years; that shows God’s patience, and He is waiting on you today. Maybe He is waiting on someone in this room, maybe He has been waiting long. The hymn we often sing says— 

‘Jesus lingers still, ‘tis for you He waits, 

And He’s waited for you long; 

He waits that heav’n with its fadeless joy, 

May yet to you belong’. (Hymn 439) 

God’s patience is wonderful, but as we go on in years we sometimes say, How long can this dispensation last? The coming of the Lord must be very near; the closing up of the dispensation must be very close. Then there will be no gospel. It may well be that there will be people at the door trying to get in. That door will be closed and locked, there will be no preaching. What a sober consideration that is. Now is the well-accepted time, now is the day of salvation. We are in the period of divine patience; God is waiting on men; He is waiting patiently on you, but the message is that He is not waiting for ever. Therefore, it is an urgent matter, the most urgent matter in your life that you have to do with God about your sins. 

There is no matter more important in your life than that you should have to do with God. I would plead with you that you should have to do with God now, right now. You can have to do with Him where you are sitting in your seat. “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3: 18). You can be brought to God as a Saviour God tonight through the Lord Jesus Christ. Put your trust in that blessed Man. 

The gospel is so simple. God does not make it complicated. The scripture says, “The word is near thee, in thy mouth”, Romans 10: 8. God would even put the words in your lips. He would give you the words to say. 

He makes it so easy for you to come to Him. You might say, Well, I am a little afraid of God because I know that I am a sinner. But my friend, Christ has died for the sinner. That is the word, Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and He was buried; and He was raised again the third day according to the Scriptures. So the way to God is open. You can come without any fear, without any hindrance. God is there ready to welcome the sinner coming into His presence, in the value of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is appealing to men today; how long the appeal will go on I cannot say. I have no justification for telling you that there may be another opportunity. A well known preacher was preaching in Chicago one Lord’s day evening, and in the course of the preaching he said something about tomorrow. That night there was a great fire in Chicago. If you look up the history books you will find it recorded there; it was one of the worst fires there has ever been in the United States of America. Many souls perished that night, and the preacher’s conscience smote him as he heard about it. He said, I can never ever speak in the glad tidings of tomorrow; now is the well-accepted time, now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6: 2). 

It is right to say that God has been patient over the whole of the dispensation. Even over the whole period of time God’s patience with man is something to marvel at. The more you think about it, the more it causes you to marvel. Yet at the same time we must press upon you we are at the close of the dispensation; time is running out, and it is running out swiftly. Do not delay, I plead with you. The opportunity is yours tonight. God is feeling for you. You say, Well, He feels for mankind. Yes, He feels for mankind. Mankind may not feel after Him, but He feels for the whole of mankind. That means, my friend, He feels for you personally. You can come to know Him as a Saviour God. I trust the word may appeal to us all that we may appreciate divine feelings and divine patience, and that, if we have not 

already done so, we might avail ourselves of God’s desire that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Rotherham
9 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:2 (JND) [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

Genesis 6:3 (JND) [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.

2 Chronicles 36:15-16 (JND) [15] And Jehovah the God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up early and sending; because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling-place. [16] But they mocked at the messengers of God, and despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the fury of Jehovah rose against his people, and there was no remedy.

Luke 20:13-14 (JND) [13] And the lord of the vineyard said, What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: perhaps when they see him they will respect [him]. [14] But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, This is the heir; [come,] let us kill him, that the inheritance may become ours.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Romans 8:22 (JND) [22] For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when mankind began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took themselves wives of all that they chose. [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. …

Romans 1:28 (JND) [28] And according as they did not think good to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things;

Genesis 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when mankind began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took themselves wives of all that they chose. [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. …

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Genesis 6:13 (JND) [13] And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is full of violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

John 4:4 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Romans 10:8 (JND) [8] But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach:

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)



EXTRACTS

What follows from Genesis 37 is the interesting history of Joseph, to which even children ever yield a ready ear, although ignorant of all the beauties which the believer finds who knows Jesus, and recognises Him as prefigured there: for there is an intrinsic beauty, where the heart is not yet hardened, in all that reveals Him. Joseph, as revealed in his dreams (faith alone could thus own it), is, in the counsels of God, heir of the glory and chief of all the family. His brothers are jealous of this; so much the more that he is the beloved of his father. 

He is sold to the Gentiles by his brethren, and, in the figure, instead of being put to death, as the Jews did to the true Joseph (that being not possible), is passed for dead. Meanwhile Judah falls into every kind of shame and sin, which does not deprive him, however, of the royal genealogy. Joseph is brought low among the Gentiles, through false accusations put in prison, his “feet made fast in the stocks”. “The iron enters into his soul”—“till the time came that his cause was known, the word of the Lord tried him”. 

Rising out of his humiliation, he is elevated, unknown now of his brethren, to the right hand of the throne; and the administration of all power over the Gentiles committed to him. In his humiliation, interpreter of the thoughts and counsels of God; in his elevation, he administers with power according to the same wisdom, and reduces all under the immediate authority of him who was seated on the throne. 

At the same time another scene presents itself. His brethren, who had rejected him, forced by famine, are brought, by the path of repentance and humiliation, to own him at length in glory, whom they had once rejected when connected with themselves. Benjamin, type of the power of the Lord upon earth among the Jews, is united to him who, unknown, had the power of the throne among the Gentiles; that is, Christ unites these two characters. But this brings all the brethren into connection with Joseph. 

Finally, Jacob and his family are placed, as a people apart, in the most favoured country of all that was under the power of the throne of the great king. Nothing can be more touching than the conduct of Joseph towards his brethren; but I must leave these reflections to the hearts of my readers, placing them as far as my hearty desires can, under the precious influence of the Spirit of God. The rapid survey I have given, gives the type a clearer application than more detail would, and that is what is of the deepest interest here. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol 1., pp.45, 46) 

CHH In Leviticus 14: 1 it is said that the leper was to be brought to the priest, before it is said that the priest was to go outside the camp to him. 

JT Well, that would be in the sense of testimony. The thing is brought to you, and then going out to where he is, is the principle that there is identification with that position. The Lord Himself suffered outside the camp. It is only to enlarge upon the position of the Priest as seen in Christ as entering into death. 

CHH Would that involve a distinct work in the one under discipline, which would be brought to the attention of the priest? 

JT That is the idea—that recovery is taking place. Leviticus 13 shows that that has been going on, but chapter 14 contemplates that the man outside the camp is healed of the leprosy, and now the priest goes out to him. There is testimony as to his state and progress, and now the priest goes out to him. Death takes place outside; the bird is killed there. 

CHH Concerning the inspection, does the type warrant that we should go out to one who is judged as a leper? Does it give liberty for anyone to visit such, apart from a particular testimony that there is healing? 

JT No one should visit such except as a characteristic priest. If I visit on social lines I do harm. People do that, ignoring the judgment, and visit on mere personal or social lines, and you might say link with them, which practice is very wrong and damaging. Leviticus 14, verses 1–4, says—“This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing—he shall be brought unto the priest, and the priest shall go out of the camp; and when the priest looketh, and behold, the sore of leprosy is healed in the leper, then shall the priest command ...”. The priest finally decides the matter. He is outside the camp, but the time of the cleansing of the leper has come, for the whole previous chapter shows how that comes about. Bringing him to the priest would mean that the priest is acquainted with his progress, but then it finally says, “And when the priest looketh, and behold, the sore of leprosy is healed in the leper”, verse 3; that means he has reached the final judgment of it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 48, pp.348, 349) 

Some may say, I wonder, if God is your Father, that He does not interfere more on your behalf. But I answer, I know His love, and the more I know it, the less I need demonstrations of it. Christ had little or no demonstration of that love, but He never lost the sense that He was ever the object of it; and it imparts the greatest dignity to be in His path—to be nobody to man, but to be an object to God. And often in the very place where we have been made little of in the eyes of men, there God makes us remarkable. At Philippi, where Paul and Silas were made so little of before men, they are made much of as God’s men, not as the world’s men. 

God says, I will have you acknowledge that man; he is a man of God. There is “a God that judgeth in the earth”. God thus comes in to maintain the cause of His people, though not always at the time. 

It is an immense thing for the heart to get hold of “Sanctify them through thy truth”—the knowledge that I am of the Father. But can you walk through the world and say, I do not appeal to it? It is just the difference between a man in the wilderness and a man in Egypt. In Egypt I turn to the world, but in the wilderness I have not got anybody but God. If I am of the world, of course I can claim its protection. And yesterday I might be in it—a man in Egypt, but today I am in the wilderness—in the same town, in the same business, in the same house. What is the difference? Why, today, in the wilderness, I have none but God; and it is this knowledge of the Father that sanctifies me; it has the most wonderful separating power; through it I escape “the corruption that is in the world through lust”. I am not dependent on the world for any one thing here, for I have a Father outside and apart from it all. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 3, p.189) 

In John’s baptism the Lord took His place with the godly ones here upon earth; He cut Himself off from that which connected Him with Judaism. There were three parts in His life. He lived a private life for thirty years; then for three years He was the servant of God, until His service culminated in the mount of transfiguration; then He comes down from this point, after He had been the perfect Man both in private life and in public life, to become the victim—to meet the judgment of God which we had incurred for ourselves; He sets His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. And now we are entitled to glory, because the Person who paid our debt has been raised by glory. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 8, p.448)

 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661




Scripture references

Genesis 37 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. …

Leviticus 14:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

Leviticus 13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising or a scab, or bright spot, and it become in the skin of his flesh a sore [as] of leprosy, then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests. [3] And when the priest looketh on the sore in the skin of the flesh, and the hair in the sore is turned white, and the sore looketh deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is the sore of leprosy; and the priest shall look on him and pronounce him unclean. …

Leviticus 14:1-4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: he shall be brought unto the priest, [3] and the priest shall go out of the camp; and when the priest looketh, and behold, the sore of leprosy is healed in the leper, [4] then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two clean living birds, and cedar-wood, and scarlet, and hyssop.
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