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THE GLAD TIDINGS OF JESUS

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Acts 8: 34, 35; Galatians 1: 15–17 

Our brother has spoken to us about the greatness of God and the way He has come near to us. 

The good news that we preach is about a Person. We do not just preach the Bible, or preach doctrines, but we preach a Person, a Person in whom God has come near to us. That is why I read these two scriptures, because in each of them the Person is preached. 

In the first passage it says that Philip “announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him”, and in the second—“God ... was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings”, showing that the good news is the presentation of the Person to men, that God might be known in the heart of man. The law told us what to do, but we were unable to do it; the law is holy, just, and good, but man is lost. But God has come in in the Person of Jesus and we are not told what we are to do, but that Jesus has done everything for us. The Ethiopian had come up to worship, but did not understand the Scriptures. But beginning at the scripture from which he was reading Philip preached the glad tidings of Jesus. How this confirms what we were saying this afternoon that the Scriptures testify of Jesus. This man was evidently affected by the preaching because he was prepared to be baptised and Philip went down into the water with him. The part of the Scriptures which he was reading was this “his life is taken from the earth”. That is, the life of Jesus was taken somewhere else, and after having heard the glad tidings of Jesus I am sure the life of the eunuch would have been somewhere else. Where would it have been? 

It would have been where Jesus was. I have often wondered about this eunuch. It says, “he went on his way rejoicing”. You might have asked him. Where is Philip? and he might well have said, I was so occupied with Jesus that I did not miss him. How wonderful when the preacher goes out of sight and the only Person who occupies us is Jesus. So he went on his way rejoicing. 

Philip must have spoken of the work of Jesus; he must have spoken, I would think, of His being wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, “the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”, Isaiah 53: 5. How wonderful to think of the Person and the work of Jesus, One who has done everything for God, glorified God in His death, maintained the rights and the glory of God’s throne, and at the same time met all our need. We can well understand that dark man returning to his country rejoicing. 

We are not told the effect of his return, but I believe that even until today Ethiopia is largely a nominally Christian country. We are not told of converts, or of the spread of the glad tidings through the eunuch, but if he was rejoicing we can surely say persons would ask him why. He might have said something about Philip, but I think mainly he would tell them about Jesus; and the gospel of the same Person reaches us. Paul also says, “We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord” (2 Corinthians 4: 5); again, he is preaching a Person. The law gave us no object for our hearts, but the glad tidings gives us the Lord Jesus as an object for our hearts. 

Now in Galatians Paul speaks of preaching the Son of God. He says, “that I may announce him as glad tidings”. Paul’s thoughts and affections were occupied with the Person. Now when Paul announced the Son of God he would announce a Person who has done everything for God, who has introduced another world altogether for God’s pleasure, and Paul was bound up in his affections with that Man. You can see therefore that, although Paul would give us doctrine, the object before him would always be the Son of God. He says a little later, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me” (Galatians 2: 20). How good if each one of us could say the same as Paul! He says, “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness is by law, then Christ has died for nothing”, (Galatians 2: 21). What a solemn thing! These Galatians were putting themselves under law, and that was really saying, “Christ has died for nothing”. He wanted them to be delivered from it; he wanted them to come into the liberty of sonship, that they might know the Son of God and each one of them be able to say, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. They had received the Spirit evidently, and we have received the Spirit; but think of Paul having to say, “having begun in Spirit, are ye going to be made perfect in flesh?” (Galatians 3: 3). Think of leaving the Spirit to go on in the flesh! It does show that we are capable of such things—hence the great emphasis on the Son of God in this epistle and also on the Holy Spirit. For example, “If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit”. And then there is “the fruit of the Spirit”, showing how important it is that we should be maintained in the knowledge of the Son of God and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 

May we be encouraged, dear brethren, that we may see that in the glad tidings God presents a Person as the object of our hearts, and not the law to govern our lives. That does not mean that principles are not maintained and that law according to God is not right; but it does mean that we have an object for our hearts, and power in the Holy Spirit to walk here to please God, and not to please ourselves. May the Lord help us to do this for His glory. Amen. 

Preaching at Valence
5 February 1984




Scripture references

Acts 8:34-35 (JND) [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him.

Galatians 1:15-17 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace, [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood, [17] nor went I up to Jerusalem to those [who were] apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and again returned to Damascus.

Isaiah 53:5 (JND) [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.

2 Corinthians 4:5 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Galatians 2:21 (JND) [21] I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness [is] by law, then Christ has died for nothing.

Galatians 3:3 (JND) [3] Are ye so senseless? having begun in Spirit, are ye going to be made perfect in flesh?



REPENTANCE





A. E. Dunne 

Job 40: 3, 4 (to “nought”); 42: 6 

If I were to give you a title of my word to you, I would say it is repentance. It is a grant of God; it does not originate in your heart; it is the goodness of God that leads us to repentance. 

Our dire need may do that, but I think, as I will show you in the book of Job, it was the greatness and goodness of God that made Job repentant. It was not all the talking of the three fancy-wise men that did it. Their line was to tell him how bad he was; God’s line was to tell him how good God was, and that made Job repentant. I admit that our sinfulness and badness enter into it—“I perish with hunger”, the prodigal said (Luke 15: 17 A.V.)—foolish man! But it was what was in his father’s house that led him to his father’s house; he knew there was something there; there was good there. 

I remember in my earlier days how this word repentance was spoken about. Some thought they knew a little about Greek, or perhaps a lot, and explained the meaning of it to be a change of mind. The theory was propounded in a cold kind of light—you just change your mind. If those of us who so derived our thinking from the Greek had gone to the Hebrew we might have got a bit more help and have seen that in the Hebrew the word repent means grief. There must be grief for our sins. I am grieved for my sins, one said—Are you? The Godhead has been grieved about my sins; the Father has been grieved; the Son has been grieved; the Spirit has been grieved. 

Reconciliation has been to the Godhead; each Person, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit has been satisfied over the question of sin by the blood of Jesus, but each Person had His own grief about the sin of man. 

So repentance is a matter of grief, a grief caused by my sins, not only before my conversion but since; but, thank God, the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin. You say, At what point of time? It is an eternally present absolution. 

I want to use these two passages in Job to show how he repented. You will remember Elihu came in with his remarkable survey of creation and its elements, especially of the atmospheric heavens, but he did not make Job yield; and then God begins to speak, and after God speaks we get Job saying, “I am nought”; and then God speaks again, and then Job says, 

“I abhor myself”. It is interesting the different features of creation that God referred to in this first chapter (to speak of it that way) of His dealing with Job, and I think myself that if we entered into what is said we would learn different features about salvation. It was to help Job to be saved. God speaks of what happens in the atmosphere; He speaks of clouds, rain, thunder and lightning, hail, frost; and then He speaks about twelve creatures that had living souls, both land animals and those that fly. And it is very remarkable that it is the creation as we know it, not the unfallen creation, but the creation which we might speak of as being affected by sin. For instance, 

you get predatory animals referred to and birds of prey, lions hunting; it is a remarkable thing that God should refer to His creation in that way. It may have some connection that Paul says that sin is not to reign in our mortal body (Romans 6: 12). Why the mortal body? It is the body that bears the marks of sin; in that body, not changed as to the effects of sin upon it, sin is not to reign—“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body”. It has caused enough trouble there physically; let not sin reign in it whilst it still remains subject to death. 

I want to bring out that God can manage His great creation, even after sin has come into it. 

Now that is what God told Job. He says, Look, Job, I am managing a vast creation all on My own with no help, and to think of you, a little man, questioning Me, your Creator. Of course, there could be other things said about a human being; a human being is of infinite value to God. One lost sinner calls out the Shepherd’s searching and seeking; only one, because that is a human being. God loves the human being, and, as I said, if you were to go through these different things said about the elements of creation and the creatures of creation, you would get some ideas about salvation. I would love to have time, if I could, to go over them all. I cannot, but I will take one or two. 

For instance, God said to Job, “Doth the hawk fly by thine intelligence, and stretch his wings toward the south?” (Job 39: 26). I love that scripture. What is the hawk doing? It is getting as fast as it can away from the place where the winter is coming to the place where the summer is at hand—it stretches its wings toward the south; it has the intelligence to do that. Has the sinner the intelligence to do that? Flee from the wrath to come! Flee! Flee youthful lusts! Flee fornication! the word of God says. So this interesting bird teaches a lesson of salvation, that if I stay where I am, wrath will get me. If I flee from where I am, I get into the eternal grace of God, the favour of God wherein we stand. We are able to say when we have stretched our wings towards the south, “this favour in which we stand”, Romans 5: 2. Paul did that too, you know, in another way; he tells us in Philippians, “forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking towards the goal” (Philippians 3: 13). Paul was stretching his wings towards the south, the infinite favour of God, which he would for ever have on reaching the goal. This is before us, dear brethren; let us stretch our wings towards the south. Let the future glory that we are going to come into be our whole desire, and may all our efforts be to promote our spirituality. So this wise hawk has been given intelligence of God as an animal, as a bird, to get out of the place where the winter was coming to get into the place where the summer was certain. 

Then it also says in the next verse, “Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make his nest on high? He inhabiteth the rock and maketh his dwelling on the point of the cliff, and the fastness”; and so you see a Christian household, a saved household. The eagle puts its nest up high. Why? and Where? He puts it in a place where no enemy can get it. He is going to have young birds in the nest; the young people must be preserved, and the only way that they can be preserved is by elevating them in divine thoughts. The nurture and admonition of the Lord is what is found in this dwelling—on the point of the cliff, mind you; that would make it difficult for a land animal to get at it. So a Christian household should be inaccessible to all enemies—“Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, it was said to the jailor, “thou and thy house”, Acts 16: 31. That was the nest set on high beyond the reach of the enemy. 

So Job would learn from those two things (that is, speaking of them typically) something about salvation; something that would convey to him that he must repent in order to have it; that he had something to grieve over. He did not think he had anything to grieve over, and he wrestled with those three men to try to prove that he was not a sinner; and whilst they could not bring just details forward, they felt he must be, because of what he was suffering. That does not count, what you are suffering; what you are suffering outwardly does not count; it is an inward matter that calls for spiritual discernment. If a saint of God is suffering in his body, it is not necessarily for his sins. It might be, because it says if he be one who has committed sins—that is, the sick man—they shall be forgiven (James 5: 15); it is quite possible, but it does not necessarily follow. These men said, ‘It does follow; though we cannot bring evidence forward, it is bound to be, Job, that you are a wicked man, because of what you are suffering’. It was not the truth, but still, of course, Job was a self-righteous man, a self-opinionated man; he loved to think that he was respected. We all do; I do; and that is what God wanted to get him out of. 

I was very interested not so long ago when reading this and noting that the first question God asked Job really should have ended matters—“Where wast thou when I founded the earth?” (Job 38: 4). Well, no more questions needed to be asked; he was not there. And you know the founding of the earth points to the very great matter of the establishing in our souls of the rights of God, which is a very stabilizing matter. I understand that the founding of the earth was the putting in the earth the principle of stability. When you think of it, how wonderful it is. How unstable I am. But take this earth on which we are now; it turns on its axis; we do not feel it turning; we are not conscious of it; it is smooth and perfectly free from aberrations. Then not only that, it goes round the sun at about sixty-eight thousand miles an hour, but we do not feel it; it has been founded; it is stable. How wonderful all that is! God could have spoken to Job, in saying that, to indicate to him the need for being established in the faith. It speaks frequently in the New Testament about being established, and God in speaking about the founding of the earth was thinking of far more than that; He was thinking of our being founded in the faith, firm and secure, and having an anchor for the soul too, using another figure, secure and firm. 

Now God said all that to Job and far more, as I have said, and then Job answered Jehovah and said, “Behold, I am nought”. Now you would have thought that was great—“I am nought”—but it did not satisfy God, for He went on speaking; He opened another chapter (see verse 6)—“And Jehovah answered Job out of the whirlwind and said ...” He speaks again. Whilst it might seem fine to say “I am nought”, I would like to suggest another rendering of that, not that I am qualified to speak of it, but it could be, ‘Behold, I am of little consequence’. God presents Himself as supreme in His creation, as managing His affairs, causing consequence after consequence, effect after effect, and Job says, Well, I am of little consequence, I effect very little. But still there was a bit left of Job, I suggest. And so God speaks again, and He only refers this time to two of His great creatures, the hippopotamus and the crocodile, and in speaking of the parts of those two great creatures you would think that God was Himself enjoying the marvels of what He had made. The second of the two, the crocodile, is a fearful beast; the hippopotamus is not so; it says “he eateth grass as an ox”; he is not carnivorous. 

God says, ‘I made him when I made you’. I could speak of these details, but I am not going to do so as my point is simply to show that God can bring before us what is devastating of ourselves. After this second chapter is closed Job says, “I abhor myself”; now that is the finish, because that meant, ‘I have disappeared’; that is what it means; ‘I am extinguished’, ‘I am liquidated’. God accepted that. I think it is very vital that, as you have it in the case of the cleansing of the defiled person in Numbers 19, there should be a “third day” and a “seventh day”. The “third day” did not finish it; it is like Job saying, “I am nought”, I am of little consequence; but on the “seventh day” repentance is completed; you say, “I abhor myself”, and God accepts it. 

And that is true as to myself morally as a member of Adam’s race responsible to God; I am extinguished. A comfort this is, because I am no longer held by God responsible for being the man I have been, or for having done the things I have done. 

Romans 6 is I think one of the most wonderful chapters in the Bible dealing with these things, dealing with freedom from sin; and it is very like what I am speaking about. Our old man has been crucified with Him; Paul says, “our” because he is speaking to a company, but I can say, ‘My old man has been crucified’. Now my old man is all that I am as an entity for evil as a member of the human race, all the faculties I have which can be employed in sin; the whole being as an evil thing is gone, but at what a cost to Christ!—no cost to me. The Man who was crucified was not just a man who happened to die as other men might die. But God dealt with Christ judicially to end me, and that is what Job came to: I have been liquidated, extinguished; I am no more. But, of course, if we have died with Him we shall be raised with Him; so that we come forward in a new light, and our responsibility begins with our sins gone, with our sins forgiven. I am not responsible as a man of Adam’s race to do good; that is finished; that is impossible, God says. I too know it is impossible; I have repented of my sins, and I have a new life with Christ; Christ is my life. I have a new personality, as Paul said, “and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me”. Galatians 2: 20. 

And so Job finished with far more than he ever had before, and if we go on this line, the line of the repenting sinner, where will we be? At the feast in the father’s house in Luke 15! It has often been remarked that “they began to make merry”, and there is no stopping. And that happened in type here; Job had more than he had before, and he had a joyous time after he had gone through all this and come to repentance. It is very blessed to think therefore of the goodness of God leading to repentance. 

I referred to the prodigal. I just mention it now at the end of my word. He was in desperation; sin had reduced him to penury; sin never pays, you know; it is a temporary pleasure; but what is that compared with the pleasures for evermore? He went back a repenting sinner and that brought him straight into the father’s house where there was music and dancing, and the feasting on the fatted calf. Did he not say, In my father’s house there is bread enough and to spare? (Luke 15: 17 A.V.); he knew that much; that is what led him back, more than would meet his need. Christ can more than meet your need; He meets your sins that is your need—but He supplies your pleasure for evermore. It is a great mercy, therefore, to have part in these wonderful things. I was speaking just the other day in connection with bread enough and to spare, of the times of Joseph when he went out over the land of Egypt and secured corn for the coming days of famine. There were seven years of plenty and in each year a fifth was stored, so that after seven years there were seven fifths, two more than a year’s supply—there was enough and to spare. That is God’s way. It is also set out in the feeding of the multitude, there was something left over of quite a large size, and it required containers, for nothing of God is ever to be lost. If I cannot appropriate it, it will not be lost; it will come out in a future administration. So we even in our day are enjoying what rightly belongs to the Jew, in the new covenant, for instance; that is to be made with the Jew, but we enjoy it. It is wonderful how these things overflow into our own time, and no doubt when Israel come into their blessing they will get something from our great dispensation; they will wonder what we have had in our day, our time. 

So you see there are these two sides. Job at first says, ‘I am of little consequence’; it might have been better if he had said, ‘I am of no consequence’. I know you may get the impression by his saying, “I am nought” that he had said it all, but I think he had not. He would not then have continued speaking, and God would not have continued speaking, but when Job said, ‘I am extinct’, “I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”, he was on the ground and he could not go lower. When you repent in dust and ashes you cannot go lower. And it is one of the greatest blessings, I believe, to accept the lowest place possible, and you get the highest place in God’s esteem. The Lord Jesus was meek and lowly in heart, and He said, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”, Matthew 11: 29. ‘See how I do it; draw in the same yoke with Me’. You know, in the Old Testament two different animals were not to be yoked together; an ass and an ox were not to be yoked together, because their tread was not the same; they would not have pulled evenly, and the results would have been poor. But to think that we, in a lowly way, can move alongside the meek and lowly One and find rest to our souls—in type Job did; so may we. 

Preaching at Londonderry
1 July 1984 

 


Scripture references

Job 40:3-4 (JND) [3] And Job answered Jehovah and said, [4] Behold, I am nought: what shall I answer thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth.

Luke 15:17 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine.

Romans 6:12 (JND) [12] Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body to obey its lusts.

Job 39:26 (JND) [26] Doth the hawk fly by thine intelligence, [and] stretch his wings toward the south?

Romans 5:2 (JND) [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

Philippians 3:13 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before,

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

James 5:15 (JND) [15] and the prayer of faith shall heal the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he be one who has committed sins, it shall be forgiven him.

Job 38:4 (JND) [4] Where wast thou when I founded the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.

Numbers 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15:17 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;



SOUNDINGS

F. C. Mutton 

Luke 7: 36–50; Romans 7: 18 (to “dwell”); 8: 1–4; 11: 32–36 

I desire grace, beloved brethren, to speak of depth in the soul of the believer. I was very interested to come across a remark of Mr. Taylor’s as to soundings. I think we only get it once in the Scriptures where, you remember, in Paul’s shipwreck in Acts 27, as they were getting nearer and nearer the coast they took soundings; they let down the sounding-line. Mr. 

Taylor applied this to how believers are to take soundings so that we know where we are, soundings within ourselves. That is why I read Luke 7 and Romans 7 because both relate to persons letting down the sounding line in themselves so that they know just where they are. 

But, thank God, it does not stop at that. If it did, Christianity would be a sad and miserable and hopeless thing. If the end of Christianity was, “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good 

does not dwell”, what gloom that would leave us in! But God calls us to make these soundings and to have these inner soul exercises in order to get through to the depths of what He is in Himself, in His mercy and in His grace and in His purposes. And I would just say this, that unless we are prepared for these soundings within ourselves, we shall not get very far into the depths of God. 

We were reading at home this week about Abram in Genesis 15, a very striking chapter. 

Early in that chapter God calls on Abram to look at the stars, that is, to look at the heavenly order of things, and God says, I am going to bless you in relation to that. That is like Ephesians, the heavenlies, “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” (Ephesians 1: 3); then at the end of the chapter God speaks of the vastness of the inheritance, extending right to the Euphrates and says, I am going to give it all to your seed. And what is in between those two promises? The deepest experience, I suppose, that Abraham ever had; the sun going down and a horror, a great darkness, and then after the sun had gone down there was a smoking furnace and a flame of fire. You will remember those sacrifices that were divided and the flame went between the pieces. I am not going into this at all, but I do want to make this point, that God has heavenly blessing in mind for us and the vastness of His inheritance for us to enjoy and explore, but if you and I are going to get into it, we have to do with the moral depths that were faced at Calvary—the smoking furnace speaks of that—and our inwards have to be divided and searched. Perhaps some young person would say, ‘This sounds frightening to me’. It is not meant to be, because the horror of the darkness was borne by Jesus, and if He calls us to face these deep realities within us, what the flesh is and what sin is, it is in the light of the fact that He has answered every question Himself and, as we are prepared to plumb the depths in our own hearts and to face up to the facts of what we are, the answer to it all is in Jesus, the answer to it is in God, and the answer to it is in the Holy Spirit. But we must go that way in order to be brought to the end of ourselves, because if I am not brought to the end of myself, what I am in the flesh will keep coming up in my own life and among the brethren and will be a constant source of trouble, and I shall never be in true Christian liberty. 

Well, we are familiar with this wonderful incident in Luke 7. Let us put ourselves into it. This woman is you or me. The Lord Jesus was graciously available in the Pharisee’s house to “a woman in the city, who was a sinner”—that is you or me, a sinner. It is not a nice label to have put on us, is it?—but it is a true one, “a sinner”. That is the label Paul took. He was the first of the apostles, exceeding all in his labours, but he says, “... sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. That often strikes me. He might have said, ‘of whom at one time I was the first’. No, ‘of whom I am the first’. You know, you would like to meet Paul, would you not?—not only to get the advantage of his gift and his knowledge, his intelligence in the mystery, but to see a man who really, truly knew—and that was his judgment of himself—

that he was the first of sinners. You would like to look into the face of that utterly genuine, self-judged man, would you not? to see the integrity there, the moral stability of which we spoke in the reading. So he accepted the label, “a sinner”. In fact Paul would say, ‘No, that is not enough for me. If you are going to put a label on me say, the first of sinners’. 

Well, this woman was a sinner, and everybody knew it. Everybody in the place knew that she was, as we would say, a woman of the streets. Now she comes into the presence of Jesus, drawn there. What conflicting emotions burned in her soul—her own utter shame and degradation, and yet drawn into the presence of perfect love and grace, irresistibly drawn to Jesus; not yet there restfully to enjoy His presence; she was weeping. She felt the unutterable, immeasurable moral gulf between the purity and holiness and love in that blessed Man and her own shameful, sinful condition, but, in the boldness of her love to Him and her attraction to Him, she was there repenting, repenting. What a wonderful thing! She really was at the mercy-seat. The truth of it was not out as we know it now, but here was the Person who is now set forth in the gospel as the mercy-seat, through faith in His blood (Romans 3: 25). She did not understand the teaching, but the light of the reality of it was in her soul, that here was a place where she could receive mercy, relief, forgiveness, pardon, and peace, and she was there in the only attitude suited to a sinner; she was weeping; she was repenting. This woman was plumbing the depths of her own soul. She knew she was a sinner. She let down that sounding line. If you had asked her, ‘What are you?’, she would say, ‘I am a poor sinner. I need forgiveness, and I need a Saviour, and I have found a Saviour. There is one spot in the universe for such a person as I, and it is here at the feet of Jesus’. She took her place behind him, weeping. 

But, you know, she had something—it was the work of God in her, as we would speak of it; she had an alabaster box of myrrh. How wonderful the work of God is, and the work of God will always draw us to Jesus. This was the very beginning of her experience. Have you got some little bit of love for Jesus? I would say that to the boys and girls. Have you love for Jesus? I am not asking you how much; I wish mine were more. If you have love for Jesus, it is of exceeding preciousness, something choice, something treasured, “an alabaster box of myrrh”. It is marvellous how God in His grace can use the very state into which we have come; He can use it in grace and in righteousness to draw us to Jesus and to beget in our souls love for the blessed Saviour whose feet have brought Him into the very scene of our need. 

And so she “began to wash his feet with tears”. How the Lord valued that! He draws attention to it later, these tears of repentance were refreshment in the cold, hard, critical atmosphere of this Pharisee’s house in which Jesus most graciously took His place at table. Think of that! 

What a cold reception! He had no real place there except in the soul of one woman, but He took His place there for her sake, though equally He was available to the Pharisee. She 

“began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head”—she had long hair, that is evident—“and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the myrrh”. I do not go into the detail; it was a wonderful, skilful, delicate, holy service to the blessed Son of God which the Lord valued deeply, and it sprang from this woman having come to the end of herself as a sinner. 

I trust we have all been that way. I trust we are with Paul in the confession of our sinnership. 

It is an interesting thing with Paul that he becomes harder and harder upon himself—I am thinking of his accounts of his conversion and how he speaks of his having persecuted the saints. In his final appearing, before Agrippa, he is more severe upon himself then previously; so we are to deepen in repentance. 

Then we get the inward, unspoken criticism of the Pharisee and then the Lord’s word, “There were two debtors of a certain creditor—one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them their debt”. Now the question—“Say, which of them therefore will love him most?” What a question that is, and the Lord answers it later, “Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little”. It shows the importance of self-judgment; it shows the importance of taking these soundings within ourselves, “he to whom little is forgiven loves little”. I wonder how deeply we appreciate the fact that Christ died for our sins, that He bore our sins in His body on the tree. The deeper our appreciation of that the greater our love, and this is one of the most marvellous commendations anyone could ever have, “she loved much”. 

How the Lord valued this woman! How He loves to go over the affection and delicacy that enabled her to undertake this precious service to Himself—“she has washed my feet with tears ... she ... has not ceased kissing my feet ... she has anointed my feet with myrrh”. All this was the service of a newly forgiven, repenting sinner. What a start! It was the product of depth in soul experience, the product of soundings within herself that would overwhelm her with the enormity of her need, but that drew her into the experience of the fulness of the salvation which was in Jesus, and, “she loved much”. The Lord has a word for her, “And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven”, and then another word, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”. 

I often think as I read these incidents, one would have loved to see these persons leaving the presence of Jesus. How she came in, overwhelmed, weeping, and now you see her step, her purposeful step, her dignified step; she is going free, forgiven, attached to Christ, and she is going in 

peace. She is going; that is, her feet are set now in the way of righteousness, in the way of peace, in relation to the will of the Lord, and she is in peace. May we all, beloved brethren, go through this essential first chapter of soul history, and go through it deeply, so that we love much. Again I would say, it is one of the finest commendations anyone could have from the lips of Jesus; I do not think there is any greater commendation in one sense, “she loved much”. Our real measure is our measure in love. 

Now we come on to Romans 7. We have been speaking in Luke of sins, and here, of course, in Romans 7 it is sin, sin in the flesh, and this has to be faced in depth. If I went along to our dear brother here and said, ‘Look, doctor, I keep getting recurring pains. Can you do something for me?’, he would not say, ‘Well, I have a good painkiller here. You just take these and that will relieve it’. Oh, no; he would get to work with his instruments; he would do some sounding, he would look into the thing in depth. In Romans 7 Paul is dealing with the depths. Dear brethren, it is absolutely vital that we have to do with the depths, not only of our sins but of our sinful state that gives rise to those sins, sin in the flesh. 

Now, Paul has been making soundings. I think that in a way this is one of the grandest statements in the Bible; “For I know”—that is subjective knowledge; he knew from soundings; he had been letting down his sounding line all through himself; once a proud, boastful, self-confident Pharisee of Pharisees—“For I know that in me,” (he is not talking about you or anybody else at all) “that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”. Have you and I come to that? I would speak in the greatest humility because, dear brethren, this state belongs to us all; none of us is exempt. The question is whether we have taken soundings and come to Paul’s conclusion. Please do not think of anyone else at all, be personal, like Paul, “I know”—this is the result, the precious, costly result of his own soundings within himself—“that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”. I trust every one of us can say that. It is the product of the deep conflict of which the preceding and succeeding verses speak. Mr. Taylor spoke of this as the great analytical chapter of Scripture, and he added solemnly that no one is rightly in the assembly unless he goes through it with God (Vol. 16, p.292). I believe that to be the truth, and I believe that relates to what came up in the reading as to giving ourselves to Paul (2 Corinthians 8: 5). This is Paul speaking and I do not doubt it is the product of his own personal experience. Beloved brethren, I would say appealingly, Let there be no controversy over Romans 7. 

It reminds me of Proverbs, “Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars”, Proverbs 9: 1. We have some of wisdom’s pillars in Romans 7 and 8. They stand there in their stability and grandeur, an essential part of the structure of this wonderful epistle. 

Oh the blessedness of laying hold of the experience of them, of being able to say, “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”. Paul had let down his sounding line all through his soul, his heart, his whole being, and not one bit of good was there. Well, what is the answer? Despair? No— deliverance! It is marvellous how the whole Trinity comes in at the end of this chapter, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”, and then in Romans 8: 1, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”. He is under another control, blessedly attached to Christ, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”. It is no longer the law of sin and of death that had formerly held him in bondage. I have often thought of it as if you could transfer a planet from one system, a dark, evil system, and set it in orbit round the sun. By “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” Paul has been brought into another system, under another gracious control, the beneficent control of Christ, life-giving, governing. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”. And what about the flesh? What has happened to that? God has dealt with it. “God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”. Paul had come to an end of it in himself, come to it that there was nothing in him except this evil principle, but oh how wonderful to lay hold of the fact that God has dealt with it Himself. God finished with it at the cross when Jesus, His own Son, was made sin. He is no longer regarding me as in that condition, but as related to Christ by “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”. What deliverance this is, to know new, settled, abiding, righteous relations with God, with Christ, and with the Holy Spirit. Thus we are in deliverance, divinely bestowed deliverance, from what hitherto has held us in its grip. And we have a new power of life, “in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit”. So the whole situation is transformed. We are delivered and set now in right relations with God, with Christ, with the Holy Spirit. Paul, you might say, goes on his way rejoicing. 

I wish we had time to go into chapter 8, but we have not. What a delightful chapter it is! The victory is won! Not that pressures, tests and tribulations are over, but the Holy Spirit is with us in a most devoted, intimate and intense way, whether it be in our privileges as the children of God and heirs of God or in His groanings in relation to the weaknesses and tribulations of the saints. The Holy Spirit is with us, leading us in our new path. Paul is exultant—“If God be for us, who against us?” (Romans 8: 31), and nothing can separate us from “the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8: 39). One point I would make is this, that if you and I are prepared to let down that sounding line, in relation to what is negative, sins and sin, we can then have entrance into the wondrous depths of our God, His mercy, His righteousness, His grace, His love, His purposes.

That brings us to Romans 11. The end of Romans 11 is universal in its bearing. There is what is individual with each of us, but now Paul is letting down his sounding line in relation to God’s universal operations. He speaks of depth. Depth and height are related. We need to plumb the depths to reach the heights, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” or, as the footnote says, it could read, ‘O depth of God’s riches, and wisdom and knowledge’. Here is a man who is reaching the heights, and yet they are the depths, are they not? These are the heights of God, and these are the depths of God, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!” In fact, you will find that your sounding line will never reach the bottom here; we are having to do with what is unsearchable and untraceable in the wisdom and goodness of God. 

Verse 32 says, “For God hath shut up together all in unbelief”—Why? “In order that he might shew mercy to all”. What a God we have! That is His outlook in the gospel. His universal outlook is one of mercy, because the blood is on the mercy-seat. God looks out and holds available to all men the value of that precious work, that precious blood. He has shut up all in unbelief that He might show mercy to all, and that brings out this doxology from the beloved apostle, “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?”; that is, it is all of God, it is His own sovereign disposition and wisdom and mercy; “or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him?”; that is to say, man’s hand has not entered into it at all. “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things—to him be glory for ever. Amen”. These are the depths into which Paul enters, springing from his profound impression of mercy. Mercy, I think, is one of the things that affects us most deeply, the sovereign intervention of God in mercy. When we were in an utterly estranged condition, without God, without Christ, without hope, God intervenes in the majesty of mercy and righteous grace. We are shut up to God. 

Every other agent or mind is excluded, and Paul is now in the very depths of what God is Himself, involving the Trinity. “Of him”—the purpose, the counsel, was His and His alone—“and through him” the infinite patient workings, involving untold suffering and sacrifice, the abandonment, the shedding of the blood of Jesus, His death, His burial, His resurrection, His glorification—“and for him are all things”. We have been taken up in grace and mercy and infinitely blessed, but, beloved, God has done it for Himself. As has often been said, He is His own Object. He has as God the right to be His own Object. “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things—to him be glory for ever. Amen”. May that be the language of our hearts, and may we, dear brethren—I need it deeply myself—know what it is to make these inward soundings, not as an end in themselves but that we might be correspondingly liberated in praise and worship and response to our glorious God who has wrought these wonders for His own name’s sake and His own glory. Amen. 

Address at Croydon
22 September 1984 
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Scripture references

Luke 7:36-50 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. …

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

2 Corinthians 8:5 (JND) [5] And not according as we hoped, but they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to us by God's will.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Proverbs 9:1 (JND) [1] Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars;

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:1 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …
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