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TREASURE AND TREASURIES


 

2 Corinthians 4:3-7;  1 Chronicles 28:10-12;

Malachi 3:10,16,17;  Colossians 2:1-4

 

It will be very evident, dear brethren, that I seek help to speak of treasure.  We have been speaking in our reading meeting earlier of very blessed things, and my desire is that what we have been speaking of is something that is known to you, something that you treasure.  I feel very measured in speaking of that.  God would have us value all that He intends to bless us with, so that it may not just be something that we hear and then forget, put aside, perhaps not be interested in.  The divine intent is that you should treasure these things in your heart, and as such, you and I may be treasuries in God’s house, so that there is something that is stored up and kept, and under the Spirit’s direction and help,  it may be brought out again.  The point is that in God’s own ordering and His arranging, there is something of value that can be brought out as a result of your contemplating the glories of the Lord Jesus.

 

We were also speaking earlier of the gospel, and how it goes further than the meeting of our awful state and the darkness that we find in ourselves as sinners, as knowing what it is to be lost.  I trust that there is no one here who is lost.  But if you are saved, and as appreciating your salvation, maybe you are yet to come into the fulness of salvation, into the fulness of the things that God has in mind for you to enjoy.  How poor are the things of this world.  Satan would use them to blind you, to blind poor souls as to God’s intent for you, God’s purpose for you.  What He has in mind is that you should appreciate the Man who is so glorious, the blessed living Lord, the One who has died for us, given His all for us – not only that we need to be saved, and be delivered from ourselves, but that we should appreciate the giving of the Holy Spirit.  Our affections are to be filled with appreciation of the Lord Jesus where He is now – we are to know Him where He is now, to commune with Him and be filled with the glory of His radiance.  You and I are to shine forth in the way in which we have been speaking of it, “the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.

 

We have this treasure in earthen vessels, weak vessels.  What I am naturally is totally incapable of appreciating these glorious things.  The more we realise that we are earthen, the more we realise that we are fragile, the more it gives scope for the Holy Spirit to speak to us of Christ, to speak well of His glories.  Reading of this treasure and these earthen vessels would remind us of Gideon and the conditions that he faced.  He faced lockdown, he faced what it was to be in conditions of great limitation, but he used those conditions to advantage.  He threshed wheat in the winepress.  God allows these conditions that we, and mankind indeed, have been faced with, that there should be an accumulation of appreciation of the Lord Jesus in quietude, in considering Him, in reading the Scriptures and the ministry, all that is about Him and for Him, that there may be formed in my soul and in yours some further appreciation of His greatness and glory.  There is provision, under the Lord’s hand and the ordering of the Holy Spirit, that believers, as treasuries containing that formation of such great value, should come to light and cause pleasure to divine Persons.

 

We read about that in Chronicles.  It is a very remarkable passage of scripture, where Solomon was about to build the house.  It was in David’s heart; he had accumulated what was for God in his affections.  What we see here is that all that was to be set forward and arranged in the house was under the ordering of the Spirit, and it was put in David’s heart.  David’s heart abounded in his affection for God, his affection for the ark.  He was marked by dedication.  We read here of the treasuries of the dedicated things.  And there were other things that were seen here; there were the upper chambers and the inner chambers, and the mercy seat was there.  You think of what that was – the display of the riches of the mercy of God.  “Because of his great love wherewith he loved us” (Eph.2:4); the mercy-seat was there in evidence.  We shall never forget, never lose our appreciation of the wonderful work of Christ and His precious blood being shed, so that you and I might not only be saved, but brought into divine blessing!

 

Then there were these chambers.  In the type, they represent provision for believers to enter in to the appreciation of the exaltation of Christ, into an appreciation of what is secret, what is hidden, something that He would reveal to you. He is not only Saviour of the world, He is the Revealer of secrets, and you find that there is provision for that in these upper and inner chambers.  And not only that, but believers are treasuries in whom that treasure is to be accumulated.  There may be around one hundred or so souls here in this hall, and what God would have in mind is that each one should be a treasury.  Each one should, whether in little or in much, treasure what we have been speaking about, what we read, what we converse over – the glories of Christ.  And what you find here is that the arrangement of these treasuries and chambers is according to the pattern.  Who arranges the pattern? Who gave the pattern?  What we see here is that it was the pattern of all that David had by the Spirit. Think of how this is pleasurable to the Holy Spirit, that you and I might be vessels available for the service of God, available for expressing your appreciation of Christ, and that thus there is what is for God’s pleasure eternally.  

 

We see here that there are treasuries of the dedicated things.  I can only speak very, very feebly about dedication, but there are many persons in Scripture of whom we can speak in relation to dedication.  Think of David himself, who was marked by dedication.  The psalmist gave no sleep to his eyes, or slumber to his eyelids until he found out a place for Jehovah.  Behold, he said, we found it in the fields of the wood (Ps.132:4,6).  What dedication we see in David.  We can think of others in whom there was a dedication which was so pleasurable to the Lord Jesus.  We see it in the widow woman who cast in all that she had.  In the eyes of all those who stood around, the religious man, two mites was nothing, but in the eyes of the Lord Jesus it was really Himself all over again that He saw in that woman.  We should never forget that woman; she gave all that she had.  We see what the Lord Jesus did for the pleasure of acquiring the pearl, the assembly, in all its preciousness; He gave all that He had.  What is seen in that woman in her dedication was precious to Him.  He drew attention to it, He spoke of it because it was so precious to Himself.

 

We can think of Mary too.  She sat at the feet of Jesus, she gave of her time to sit there.  She was criticised for it, but she gained from it.  She gained in His presence, sitting at His feet.  She gained from appreciating where those feet would go and what would happen to Jesus, and she stored up that ointment of great price.  She was learning; she had kept it and she would not use it for anything else until the very moment when it was just right for her to bring it out to anoint the feet of Jesus.  Think of how she glorified Him – how precious that was to Him.  She was criticised, but it says that “the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”, John 12:3.  She represented a treasury of the house in her appreciation of the Lord Jesus.  Are you like that?  Am I like that?  I would search myself as to whether there is any dedication with me.  That is the intent of the Lord Jesus, the intent of the Father, the intent of the Holy Spirit, that you and I should be treasuries placed there in the house, kept guarded.  We were speaking in the home earlier about keeping our hearts more than anything that is guarded (Prov.4:23).  So there is what needs to be guarded and kept in relation to what is precious, a precious appreciation of the Lord Jesus in all that He is in His glorious worth. 

 

I read from Malachi because there we also see dedication regarding what is brought into the house.  There is a response from God, an appeal of God to His people.  It was a day which was marked by apathy, a day that was marked by weariness on the part of the people generally.  But there was this appeal, and an answer to it.  The appeal was, “Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house”.  There was something to be brought in; it was in principle to be brought into the company of the saints, brought in as an appreciation of Christ.  And the answer to it is that there was a pouring out of what was in heaven.  The “windows of the heavens” – what a fount of supply it is.  We are to prove God; “prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing”.  How able God is to pour out a blessing.  We read in Ephesians that God “is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”, Eph.3:20.  God is there, ready to pour out a blessing.  If you bring in some appreciation of Christ, He has the answer to it – great blessing.  

 

Then later in the chapter, we see what was found as being pleasurable to God, and indeed a treasure to God; not only that we should have treasure but that there should be treasure for Him.  It is the result of conversations between God-fearing people, between those who spoke often one to another.  It is a great joy when someone phones you in the middle of the day and speaks of his or her appreciation of the Lord Jesus, something that they have gleaned: it cheers you up.  And not only does it cheer you up, but it is also observed by God.  There is something for His own pleasure, something that He observes, something that He writes down as recording that.  It is for His pleasure.  Think of God writing: “a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”.  To think upon His name means that we seek to honour Him as those who name the name of the Lord Jesus in withdrawing from iniquity.  Think of what that means; I feel searched as speaking about it.  There are those who “thought upon his name.  And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure”; that is, there is communion with divine Persons as to the greatness of Christ.  “And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts …”.  What a company – believers formed through the work of the Holy Spirit.  This literally speaks of a coming day, yet we can apply it to our day as seeing that there is what is formed and pleasurable to the heart of God.  He goes on, “… in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him”.  We as believers can think of this in the light of sonship, in the light of what is so precious to the heart of the Father.  And there is a suggestion here of the opportunities for conversation, opportunities to meet together, to read the Scriptures together and to draw upon one another’s impressions in our hearts as under the control of the Holy Spirit.  This is pleasurable to God; in conversing thus, we are serving God that there should be a return to Him of what is pleasurable to Him.  

 

In Colossians we see what is in the assembly – what is seen as gathered, what is there that is treasured.  Paul writes of the combat that he had for them, and finishes this section with a warning against being deluded by persuasive speech.  There was that which needed to be guarded.  The reference to the assembly, the mystery of God, and to what is so precious that is to be found hidden in it, is followed by this reference to what needs to be guarded against.  There was the mind of man to which the Colossian saints were in danger of becoming vulnerable.  In Laodicea, the Christians there were vulnerable to being lukewarm.  May we be preserved, dear brethren, from being lukewarm – I speak more to myself than to anyone else here – so that we may go on in life and liberty and joy, and in searching for what is of Christ.

 

So Paul writes with an end in view – “to the end that their hearts may be encouraged”.  Listening to the prayers of the dear brethren locally and elsewhere regarding this meeting, their desire was that there should be encouragement, for God is the “God of all encouragement”, 2 Cor.1:3.  If any here are feeling down, feeling depressed, then turn to the God of all encouragement.  Paul writes that they might be fully assured.  That would link on with what we read of in Malachi about proving God for yourself, being assured of divine blessing.  What you find is that wisdom and knowledge are found treasured in the assembly.  The word ‘assembly’ does not come in here; it is spoken of as “the mystery of God”.  There is what is hidden.  That does not mean that it is mysterious; it means that it is there as protected, and yet to be known, because there we see “the full knowledge of the mystery of God”.  It is something that you can prove, something that you can treasure, something that you can make your own.  I believe it is experienced to its greatest extent among believers who appreciate what the assembly is in God's sight, among those who appreciate communion with God.

 

In drawing attention to these scriptures, we can think of the queen of Sheba.  Mr James Taylor snr spoke of her as typifying an Ephesian Christian1.  Think of how she came to Solomon.  Firstly, she had many things that needed to be solved, she had many questions about her own circumstances.  How much we can prove of the Lord Jesus as wisdom – wisdom about what might trouble us personally, what might affect my household or affect my local gathering, what might affect assembly matters.  We find the solution to it all in the Lord Jesus.  He is the One who has the power to resolve everything, the One who has the answer to everything.  I can bring to Him every question that I might have.  Do I depend upon Him?  The queen of Sheba, in the type, proved that.  But then that was not the end of the matter; I think she came into the upper chambers, she came into the inner chambers, and she saw Solomon in all his glory.  In that section in 1 Kings 10, we see wisdom mentioned four times in those few verses, and she saw that wisdom for herself.  You might think, ‘Well, we turn to the Lord for wisdom’.  How that is truly seen as we seek it!  As we come and settle our minds on what is above where He is, being engaged with Himself, we see the full wisdom of Christ.  And so wisdom and knowledge come together, these things which are hid – the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

 

May we frequent what the upper chambers and the inner chambers represent, that we may behold Christ as Solomon in all His glory, that we might be contributors, and that we might be available to the Holy Spirit to bring out, in His own time and in His own ways, what is precious.  Paul says, “he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”, Gal.6:8.  How the Spirit would bring out the treasuries that are found in your heart and in my heart.  May it be so, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

 

Sidcup

15 January 2022

 

 

J Bruce Ikin

 

 

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:3-7 (JND) [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

2 Corinthians 4:3-7 (JND) [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

1 Chronicles 28:10-12 (JND) [10] Consider now, that Jehovah has chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do [it]. [11] And David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of its houses, and of its treasuries, and of its upper chambers, and of its inner chambers, and of the house of the mercy-seat; [12] and the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of Jehovah, and of all the chambers round about, for the treasuries of the house of God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated things;

1 Chronicles 28:10-12 (JND) [10] Consider now, that Jehovah has chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do [it]. [11] And David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of its houses, and of its treasuries, and of its upper chambers, and of its inner chambers, and of the house of the mercy-seat; [12] and the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of Jehovah, and of all the chambers round about, for the treasuries of the house of God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated things;

Malachi 3:10-17 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it. [11] And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. [12] And all nations shall call you blessed; for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith Jehovah of hosts. [13] Your words have been stout against me, saith Jehovah; but ye say, What have we been speaking against thee? [14] Ye say, It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we keep his charge, and that we walk mournfully before Jehovah of hosts? [15] And now we hold the proud for happy; yea, they that work wickedness are built up; yea, they tempt God, and they escape. [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Malachi 3:10-17 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it. [11] And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. [12] And all nations shall call you blessed; for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith Jehovah of hosts. [13] Your words have been stout against me, saith Jehovah; but ye say, What have we been speaking against thee? [14] Ye say, It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we keep his charge, and that we walk mournfully before Jehovah of hosts? [15] And now we hold the proud for happy; yea, they that work wickedness are built up; yea, they tempt God, and they escape. [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Colossians 2:1-4 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. [4] And I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech.

Colossians 2:1-4 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. [4] And I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech.

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Psalms 132:4-6 (JND) [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob. [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

John 12:3 (JND) [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Proverbs 4:23 (JND) [23] Keep thy heart more than anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life.

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

2 Corinthians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement;

1 Kings 10 (JND) [1] And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and came to prove him with enigmas. [2] And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices and gold in very great abundance, and precious stones; and she came to Solomon, and spoke to him of all that was in her heart. [3] And Solomon explained to her all she spoke of: there was not a thing hidden from the king that he did not explain to her. …

Galatians 6:8 (JND) [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life:



IMAGE


 

Genesis 1:26,27;  5:1-3 to “after his image”;  Romans 1:19-23;  2 Corinthians 3:18;  4:3-6

If we think for a moment about the wonderful, majestic things that are described in chapter 1 of Genesis, dear friends, they start with, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (v.1).  That is something which, to the natural mind, is really incomprehensible.  It is beyond what we as humans are able to consider, the greatness of creation; but God in His grace has given us this very simple account of the origin and order of creation, and given us some insight as to who He is through the way in which He created the heavens and the earth and ordered them, and created man.

“And God said, Let us make man in our image”.  The scriptures that I read all contain that word ‘image’.  I feel it laid upon me in this gospel preaching to speak about the thought of image.  God created many things.  He created the heavens and the earth, a vast sphere beyond man’s capability to measure.  He filled the earth and the sea with so many creatures that man, even in this day and age with all the scientific advances he has made, has not been able to enumerate them all.  There are species completely unknown to man.  No doubt that will continue to be the case until the earth is brought to its final conclusion.  Then after making all of these things, all these incredibly intricate and wonderful creatures, God made man in His image.  God said, “in our image, after our likeness”, and He set him in dominion over the fish of the sea, the fowl of the heavens, the cattle, the creeping things – over the whole earth.  “God created man in his image, in the image of God created he him”.  That word “image” is repeated three times in this short passage; God would create man “in his image”.  God created man to be His ‘image-bearer’ on earth so that He could have a relationship with him.  How wonderful it is that God created a creature with the capabilities, with the intelligence, to be in relation to Himself, for there to be mutual enjoyment between God and man.  That is a wonderful thing.  It is beautiful to consider the purpose of God and the counsels of God before time began and which were then brought to pass in time – that He should create His creature man.  

I read the parallel account in chapter 5 of God creating man: “in the likeness of God made he him.  Male and female created he them”.  Everything was in order there in the fulness of what God had intended to do.  He called their name Adam in the day when they were created.  There was an orderliness in what God made but very soon it was intruded upon.  God had taken man and put him in the garden of Eden, but Satan came in and spoiled it; he attacked this arrangement that God had made, a wonderful arrangement.  Adam and Eve sinned through disobedience, and because of that, sin and its sorrowful consequences entered into the human race.  Not that God was unprepared for this happening, but the fact is that it happened.  Adam, of course, begot a son in his likeness and after his image.  Adam’s fall, Adam’s brokenness, meant that sin was conveyed to his son Cain, and to every generation after that right up to the present generation.  

No one is free of the taint of sin, dear friends; not you and not me.  There is practical evidence of that in my own life.  I do not have to look very far to discover sin – the practical matter of sin manifesting itself in my own life, in my heart and in my thoughts.  I do not need to look outside to the man in the street, as we say, or to great atrocities which have been carried out by men in their wickedness.  I only need to look within my own heart, and with the aid of the Holy Spirit to look at it soberly and honestly, and see that there is a brokenness there, there is a defect which has come down right from Adam, although I must bear my personal responsibility for my own sins.  That is sobering, that I must bear responsibility for my own sins; I must have to do with God about them.  That is a very sober matter to consider.  It is not something we can treat lightly.  There may be people who would acknowledge that they have done things which are wrong, but they say, ‘Well, who is going to hold me to account for that?’.  God, dear friend, is going to hold them to account for that.

God formed man for a certain purpose; He has formed you for a certain purpose.  At the end, He will hold every person responsible for what they have done; God will have to do with man in judgment.  But the wonderful matter that I want to speak about in the gospel is that although these are sober matters about which I am speaking – sin, the need for conviction of sin, the realised need for repentance – I can tell you that God has dealt with the matter of sin from His own side.  We were powerless to deal with it.  There was nothing we could do; we were weak.  Our flesh is weak; we might desire very much not to sin and to get free from the matter of sin altogether but this is not something we can achieve by our own efforts.  Well-meaning people have tried to do it.  There have been and are all kinds of ascetic practices and monastic ideas, some of them even prevalent amongst believers in the history of the testimony.  These things provide no power in themselves.  You cannot mortify the natural mind of man by these practices, which are really of the same nature themselves.

I read this scripture in Romans to bring out the depth of the matter of sin, the deep-dyed nature of it.  Men fell into folly in their thoughts and turned away from God and idolatry came in.  It speaks here about the glory of the incorruptible God.  What a glory that is!  From the very act of creation through to all that has been revealed of God in the person of His Son, what glory is involved, but mankind generally has turned away from Him.  People turned the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of the image of corruptible man; man putting himself in the place of God.  What a terrible thing that is.  And even lower than that, even more abominable, is that birds and quadrupeds and reptiles have been put in the place of God as an object of worship!  What a terrible rejection of how God has made Himself known.

In Corinthians, we see that the glory of God has been made known in the Lord Jesus.  The Lord came into this scene to do that.  Further on it refers to the glory of Christ “who is the image of God”.  Think of that One who came into this world from glory’s heights.  Jesus came in as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger, not in the way that the world was expecting Him – those who were looking out for Him in a certain way.  The Jews were looking for a Messiah who would come in great glory and throw off the shackles of Roman rule and reinstate Israel as His people.  They were looking for such a One, but here was One who is the image of God, come in as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger in all humility.  What a beautiful thing that is.  It is wonderful, beautiful, to think about the way that the Lord Jesus came into this scene.  He advanced in favour with God and men (Luke 2:52).  Think of the preciousness of that Man whose life here yielded fragrance to God.  The Lord Jesus showed who God is, displayed the heart of God and did things by the hand of God.  You think of Jesus going out in His public ministry and healing and casting out demons by the finger of God, as He said at this point (Luke 11:20).  What a wonderful thing that is.  What great power was there, the power and the love and the grace of God bringing relief to man.  And also – and we cannot forget this for a moment – Jesus was making known the holiness and righteousness of God.  Everything that God was and is, was set out in that Man; everything that God desired to see in man was seen in Jesus, that perfect, spotless Man who, we might say in the language of the type, had no blemish and in whom there was no defect.  That is perfection, dear friends; perfection in a Man.

John the baptist saw Jesus coming to him and could say, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  We can look at the perfection of the life of Jesus; we can consider Him, and we should consider Him in His life here and be attracted to Him, dear believing friend.  We would be attracted to the moral beauty which was and is seen in Him and the perfection of every step of that pathway.  It is so attractive to the heart of the believer to consider Him.  But for all the perfection of His manhood, it would not have availed us; if still in our sins, it would not have saved us.  It would have simply shown our case to be darker than ever.  How can we compare to the perfection of that One, for He was the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.  A sacrificial Lamb, He went the way of the cross and the grave.  He moved in a pathway of suffering and He never shielded Himself from any of the suffering which He experienced in His life, from the rejection by His people which grieved His heart.  His heart was so great, we might say, that Jesus would have loved to be accepted by those who reviled Him and scorned Him and hated Him.  How He sorrowed over Jerusalem.  He would have embraced the Jewish people if they had simply received Him, but they rejected Him.  He was thoroughly rejected and the Jews conspired with the Gentiles to have Him falsely tried and falsely accused and then put to death, and that the death of the cross.  The death of the cross!  What a terrible death that was, an ignominious death, the worst death that the Roman authorities could have possibly dealt out to the worst of criminals.  In fact, one of the worst of criminals was set free in Jesus’ place.  The crowd would rather have Barabbas than Christ.

What a matter this is, but although His opposers meant it for evil, God meant it for blessing.  Although our Lord Jesus went to the cross, and His blood was shed in hatred by the thrust of a spear, we can sing: 

‘Thy blood love’s answer gave’ (Hymn 230).

In His blood, there was a full answer to all the hatred, all the sin, all the depravity of man against Him.  That answer was the Lord Jesus going to the cross and bearing the sins in His body on that cross of all who turn to Him in repentance.  My sins – I can say that, dear friend.  The great, vast catalogue of my sins – and I can only remember a few; if I were to try and write down all of my sins, I could not possibly remember them all – but as having my faith in Him, I know that Jesus has borne them all.  He bore the wrath of God towards sin.  The wrath of God!  Now I say this guardedly and I hope my meaning will be clear, but what an important matter the wrath of God is.  It comes because of His love.  God's wrath against sin is because it challenges His rights as God, and it also separates persons from God, it corrupts them, it breaks them, it causes endless misery and torment, although God loves the sinner! But Jesus bore that wrath, taking that cup of God’s wrath against sin (Luke 22:42) and draining it to the very last drop – a cup of wrath that none of us could possibly have drained, wrath that none of us could have borne without being utterly destroyed.  How wonderful it is that the Lord Jesus, in His love, His deep love for us, has gone that way and drained that cup, has borne that wrath for all those whose faith is in Him.  He went into death and was placed in the grave.  He went into the domain of death, but He was the One who was in Himself life and had the power of life.  Death could not contain Him; death could not contain the only perfect, sinless Man.  The sentence of death was passed when sin came into the world, and so in Adam’s genealogy, after every one of Adam’s descendants is mentioned, it says, “and he died” (Gen.5).  That is a sober matter.  Sin came into the world, and because of sin death, but the Lord Jesus has met its power.  He went into its own domain and defeated it on its own ground, we might say, and then He rose from the grave and ascended.

This is the Saviour with whom we have to do.  He is not a historical person who has passed away and only remains on the page of history; He is a living Man out of death, the Firstborn from among the dead.  And you can, you must, have to do with Him now, dear friend.  If you have not yet had to do with Him, if you have not yet come to terms with the fact that you are a sinner and you need a Saviour, that you need the One who has the power of life, then this is the time to turn to Jesus in faith and repentance.  There is great danger in putting it off for a single moment longer.  We are not promised the next moment.  We are not promised that I will be allowed to finish this preaching before God wraps everything up in judgment.  God is patient and long-suffering; His long-suffering is beautiful and wonderful.  He has patiently borne with the sins of men and I would include myself in that – indeed He was very gracious and patient with me.  Just think of how, during the whole period of the law when God was dealing with Israel, His people were unfaithful.  I see a picture of myself in that, but we see how God is so patient, so gracious.  When Christ came, God opened up the way of salvation to everyone, not on the grounds of being an Israelite, but simply on the grounds of being a needy sinner, as we all are, and then putting our faith in Him.  So we can trust in Him.

In Corinthians, this matter of image comes in again.  “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”.  What wonderful thoughts God has for His people.  Not simply to redeem us and to reconcile us to Himself, although these are beautiful and wonderful things – to be saved from your sins is a wonderful thing – but God’s desire is that each person who is saved from his or her sins should have a deep appreciation not only of that, but of all the wonderful things that God has in store for us in Christ, so that we might take account of the glory of the Lord and be transformed.  I simply want to draw attention to the Lord Jesus, to Christ, to the Saviour who is the image of God. Paul speaks here very affectingly; he wants to make it very clear that he and his fellow preachers are not preaching themselves “but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ sake”.  He says it is “Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  God had shone in the heart of Paul and those who ministered with him, laboured with him, so that it should shine forth.  But it should not be contained there, it should not just be kept within.  That is why we preach the gospel, why we continue to have that exercise to preach the gospel, because its testimony should be maintained.  As believers, as those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus, a testimony has come to us and we would desire to share that with others, to speak about “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  What an attractive place for the knowledge of the glory of God to be found, you might say, in the beautiful face of Jesus Christ.

It brings home the fact that Jesus is not a historical person, someone who is unknown and distant and very far away from us.  He is very near to us.  He is very near to everyone who feels their need of Him and He would draw near to the needy sinner and knock on the door of their heart, and maybe even on the door of the heart of someone who has trusted in Him as Saviour but has become discouraged and has slipped back.  Jesus would knock at the door of your heart so that He might enter in.  How wonderful that is.  

I want to speak about the Holy Spirit.  This passage here speaks of “the Lord the Spirit”.  The Spirit of God has been given to those who obey God.  It is by the Spirit that we have the power to move forward, to continue in this scene, to go on in the face of adversity.  There is a great deal of adversity now and it comes from the challenges that Satan would bring against us.  Practical circumstances can be difficult and challenging and trying, and can discourage us.  The Spirit would encourage us.  The Spirit is spoken of as “another Comforter”, John 14:16.  The Lord speaks of Him as the Paraclete; He spoke of begging the Father to send another Comforter to believers down here.  Jesus is the Paraclete, our Comforter, and the Spirit is also a Paraclete – another Comforter.  Jesus is with us every step of the way, and the Spirit is with us too.  The Spirit is a great gift from God and the Lord Jesus is also with those who trust in Him.  Jesus would never leave us nor abandon us nor turn aside from us for a moment.  That is a great and comforting thought.

These two words interested me – “paraclete” which comes from Greek, and “comforter” which comes from Latin.  The paraclete, “paracletus” in Greek, was a member of Greek society, a family lawyer who was kept on a retainer.  If at any time of the day or night, someone brought a legal challenge against you and accused you of something, then you could call upon your paraclete and he would come and aid you.  Paracletus means ‘called to stand with’.  So there was one you could call to stand with you at any time.  The Spirit would do that for us.  If Satan attacks, and Satan is the accuser of the brethren, if he would come with accusations and temptations and doubts and fears, we can call on the Spirit to stand with us.  

Then what the Spirit would do is brought out in the other word which is used – the ‘Comforter’.  I think it means something slightly different in our day and age, but when Mr. Darby was translating the Scriptures and when those who translated the Authorised Version were translating it, the word ‘Comforter’ was more closely linked with its Latin origin, which is a conjunction of the two words ‘com’ and ‘forte’, which mean ‘with strength’.  So the Spirit, when we speak of Him as a Comforter, is One who strengthens.  He will come and stand beside us and He will strengthen us.  Of course, these two words can certainly be used of the Lord Jesus as well.  He would come and stand with us and strengthen us against whatever may come against us.

And the Lord Jesus, having been tempted while He was here, but being without sin, knows exactly whatever challenges might come against us.  He is able to sympathise; we might say He stands with us to strengthen us for every step of the road, for every day that we are left here. The Lord would also strengthen us by giving us a view of His coming again.  He is coming again very soon to take us to be with Himself.  When all the trials and difficulties of this pathway, through which He is supporting and strengthening us, are over, we will be with Him for ever.  That is the great hope, the great expectation which is in the hearts of all who believe in Him.  Why would you turn away from that?  This world is a scene full of barrenness and starvation, spiritual starvation.  Men are hungry in their souls and the answer to that hunger and the thirst which they, and maybe you, are experiencing is Jesus; to have your sins washed away in His blood, to trust in Him, to lean on Him and to feed on Him and be near to Him.  That is a great challenge to me but we can all feed on Christ and be sustained by Him for the rest of the pathway here.

And then to know what it is to be a son, to be one of the sons of God, to be brought into a blessed relationship with the Father.  When Jesus ascended, He said He would ascend to “my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20:17.  We are brought into a wonderful, blessed relationship with God as our Father.  To be brethren of Christ and sons of God and indwelt by the Spirit – what wonderful riches these are.  Mere words cannot express their value – so why, dear friend, would you turn away from any of that?  The matter of having your sins forgiven is a wonderful blessing of God and a demonstration of His heart and His grace and His mercy.  But there is so much more that God has in store for you, so why would you delay?  Why would you wait?  If you have not done so already, trust in the Saviour today. May the Lord bless the word.
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Genesis 5:1-3 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth.

Genesis 5:1-3 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth.

Romans 1:19-23 (JND) [19] Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested [it] to them, [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable. [21] Because, knowing God, they glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but fell into folly in their thoughts, and their heart without understanding was darkened: [22] professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, [23] and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into [the] likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (JND) [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Luke 2:52 (JND) [52] And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Luke 11:20 (JND) [20] But if by the finger of God I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God is come upon you.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Genesis 5 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth. …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.



THE UPPER ROOM


Acts 20:5-8;  Amos 9:6

The thought came to me that the upper room is peculiarly a Pauline touch.  The two gospel writers Matthew and John, although disciples of the Lord, do not refer to it, but Mark and Luke refer to the fact that the passover was held in the upper room.  I thought that there was something to be drawn from that.  It is very disheartening when the arrangements for believers’ gatherings have to be changed, which may make us somewhat confused and disorientated when things cannot be done in the way they have always been.  I am not speaking only of our meetings, but our whole way of life has been changed.  The financial and business situation has changed for the moment, and what we may have relied on is not as it used to be.  

But there is something that remains, and I think that is what the upper room represents, which is the character of Paul’s ministry, bringing us into stability in our souls.  The upper room was, as it were, above what was happening at the beginning of the Acts, which was written of course by a companion of Paul.  It says that “they went up to the upper chamber”, Acts 1:13.  I think that is the effect of Paul’s ministry, to draw us away from the world, from the confusion of the world.  We find that our stability is in another world.  Paul was specially in God’s mind; he was so important to the working out of divine counsel, we might say. I do not apologise for saying that, for Paul was not converted by the twelve, he was not converted by Stephen.  When he as Saul was stopped on the Damascus road, he said, “Who art thou, Lord?  And he said, I am Jesus”, Acts 9:5.  The Lord Jesus said that because Saul was attacking His own people here, and in doing that, attacking the Lord Himself.  What a murderous spirit prevailed among the Jews against Jesus and against every lover of Jesus.  

Saul was converted by another Man in another world.  That was in keeping with the ministry that he was about to be given by the Lord.  Galatians 1 sets out that Paul did not get that ministry from man; the Son of God was revealed in him (vv.11,12).  It is another Man, Jesus, in another world.  So Paul was distinctively taken up, quite distinct from the ministry of the twelve or anyone else, and therefore he had distinctive touches coming into his ministry.  You might say about Paul, he learned from the start about the One who had taken him up, another Man in another world.  What the upper room speaks of becomes very precious.  We need, beloved brethren, to come into the upper room in our spirits, and leave the confusion of the world.  We feel for men, we pray for men, but as believers we can leave it, and come in spirit into a real sense of tranquillity and rest where the character of the upper room is known.  

I think that the reference to the master of the house in Luke 22 is a reference in principle to the Holy Spirit.  We might say, the Spirit knows the upper room; He knows how to get to the upper room. The Lord says to the disciples that “ye shall say to the master of the house, The Teacher says to thee, Where is the guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my disciples?” (v.11).  We do not know where they ate it previously, but on this occasion the Lord says, “And he will shew you a large upper room furnished” – the “he” is emphatic – “there make ready”.  The Spirit opens up the elevation of what the upper room speaks of, above the things of men.  He opens up an area where everything is settled and where we can sit down with the Lord.  Following that, it says of Him, “he placed himself at table, and the twelve apostles with him”.  How beautiful; He is in control.  What a Man He is, a blessed Man for our affections, and there were conditions in that upper room suitable to Him.

Now in Acts 20, it says, “we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and we came to them to Troas in five days” – that reference was to those who had already gone ahead to Troas – “where we spent seven days.  And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow.  And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.  And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled”.  We are not told the content of that discourse, but we can understand that Paul would have been lifting the brethren to the level of what the upper room speaks of.  That is what I think Paul was doing in that upper chamber in Troas, and speaking simply, I think the Lord Jesus would do that for us tonight.  We can leave behind everything that might disturb us in our spirits, and come into a place that is beautifully restful, where God’s name is honoured.  

The reference in Amos says, “It is he that buildeth his upper chambers in the heavens”; God is identified with it.  Then “Jehovah is his name”; that speaks of Christ where He is.  John tells us that the Lord said, “I go to prepare you a place”, John 14:2.  That is what God has done; He has built His upper chamber in the heavens.  How great God is!  He has thought for all believers, beloved brethren.  God has not left us to our own devices to hold the truth as best we can; He has actually established believers, by the Spirit, in the enjoyment of these elevated conditions.  That is very wonderful.  

And then it says, “and hath founded his vault upon the earth”.  That would speak of how everything is safe here in the hands of the Spirit.  It cannot be lost, it cannot peter out.  The Spirit is here until the rapture.  He is here, and we have to identify ourselves with Him here in a living way, but His vault, we might say, is protective of God’s work.  

Then the prophet says, “he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: Jehovah is his name”.  Think of the gospel, the glad tidings, going out.  I have been greatly encouraged during the past weeks by two persons coming in to the preaching of the gospel as a result of the street preaching.  That is very encouraging.  Think of God doing this.  He has called the waters of the sea, and poured them out upon the face of the earth.  That is in view of replenishing the earth, freshening the earth, and bringing full fruitfulness; that is what He does.  How great God is, and He has in view the blessing of man.  

Well, these thoughts came into my mind.  I trust that they are in keeping with the elevation of what is set out in the ministry of Paul, and that they will be for our encouragement, for the Lord’s name’s sake.
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Acts 20:5-8 (JND) [5] These going before waited for us in Troas; [6] but we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and we came to them to Troas in five days, where we spent seven days. [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled.

Acts 20:5-8 (JND) [5] These going before waited for us in Troas; [6] but we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and we came to them to Troas in five days, where we spent seven days. [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled.

Amos 9:6 (JND) [6] It is he that buildeth his upper chambers in the heavens, and hath founded his vault upon the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: Jehovah is his name.

Amos 9:6 (JND) [6] It is he that buildeth his upper chambers in the heavens, and hath founded his vault upon the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: Jehovah is his name.

Acts 1:13 (JND) [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James.

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Galatians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle, not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ, and God [the] Father who raised him from among [the] dead, [2] and all the brethren with me, to the assemblies of Galatia. [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;
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