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FELLOWSHIP SEEN IN THE SHEWBREAD

D. A. Burr 

Leviticus 24: 5–9; Mark 2: 23–28; Romans 15: 1–7 

I believe that the Lord Jesus uses occasions of fellowship to show us more clearly what fellowship is. He serves us so that we might, on the one hand, understand the basis on which fellowship is established, and that we might also understand its potential. What are we embarking on when we commit ourselves to Christian fellowship?—what are we embarking on morally, but what are embarking on spiritually? I would like to say something about three different aspects of fellowship. I think it is very important that we understand that the fellowship that believers have part in is something that has been furnished for us entirely by God Himself. The provision that God has made whereby we can have Christian fellowship together is entirely of Himself, and therefore, among other things, it does not derive from other links that we may have with one another, precious as they may be, and even if they are of God. I would have to say for myself, and I expect most here would say the same, that I am very thankful that my family is in that Christian fellowship, and that that is where I grew up. I do not imagine that otherwise I would have found my place in it, as I have. I do not, of course, suggest that God would not have sovereignly worked in me; but I fear that, but for the environment in which I grew up, I might still be a stranger to the privileges which I now so greatly value. It is also the case, as we sadly know, that having had an upbringing of that kind does not itself assure me of possession of the privileges and realities that Christian fellowship constitutes. Sadly, it is the case that there is a trickle of people who have been identified outwardly with the privileges of Christian fellowship who ultimately pursue a life without them. 

Of course, family is not the only natural link we have. We are friends and we are very thankful that, diverse as we are, there is a healthy level of friendship among the brethren. I think that should be strengthened, and I have a special concern that it should be universal. There should be nobody among us, or indeed in Christian fellowship at all, but certainly among us, who does not feel befriended to the same extent by every other member of the company. It is not right, beloved, if some are more friends than others. It is not consistent with the principles of Christian fellowship. Having said that, the fellowship we enjoy together is not a product of our friendship. The friendships we have are, or should be, the product of our fellowship together. And the basis of that fellowship, as we have already said, is the precious blood of Jesus. If, as we have quoted, “we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. Do I sufficiently understand the privilege of having a place in a circle which is cleansed of sin, do I understand that? We look at the world in which we are and we look in our own hearts; everywhere we look we see corruption, but in the fellowship of God’s Son there is no corruption, it is cleansed. The basis of it, beloved, is that a precious life has been given and precious blood has been shed. As a result of that, God has established what Paul, in the epistle to the Corinthians, calls ‘the fellowship of God’s Son’. It all depends on Him. 

He maintains the level of it, He is its security, He is its centre, He is its universal lead. How wonderful, beloved, to be brought to something appointed like that. If you have it, if it is yours, it is because you were called. This is the first thing I want to refer to. God calls you, Paul says that in Corinthians, “God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son”, 1 Corinthians 1: 9. So, you did not find your own way; it is not as if you have come, as it were, on your own terms or anything of that kind. God Himself has called you. The One who is greater than all has called you. 

Now, if these things are a possession to you, it is because you answered the call, and as others were remarking in the reading, that call was made to your affections. It was made by the very One who died for you, the One who provided God with a basis on which there could be Christian fellowship at all, who gave His life and shed His precious blood. He aims an appeal to your hearts, because He has done that for you. 

If we refer to cleansing and the meeting of our moral need, if we refer to the need for a refuge from judgment, the Lord Jesus has done all those things; and it is He who calls you, the very One who did it. He calls you because He wants you, He wants you to have a part in this. He wants it to be yours, and He wants it to be yours for ever. If you answer the call you cannot go back. It is not one of the terms of the call that you may one day go back. This call is for ever. It is a call to something that is eternal, to something to which you commit your life, your all. As we said in the reading, if you are attracted by the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and you put your faith in His precious blood, you hand to Him a claim which He will never relinquish. 

It is a claim that will sooner or later have everything, He will possess you all, and it is on that basis that we have fellowship together. We have had the same call, we have felt the same claim, our hearts are drawn by the same love, and we find ourselves together with Him. 

We speak about the assembly as a sphere of salvation, and that is why it is a sphere of salvation. So it is very important that it should be kept like that. It is very sad and very solemn to me that any of us should have occasion to find, in Christian fellowship, that our safety and security has come into question. There are, for example, relationships that have foundered because of sin, and somebody has been endangered by another’s unfaithfulness in a relationship that they will have believed was secured by the sanctity of Christian fellowship. What a solemn thing that is, that someone who relied upon the security of Christian fellowship, and formed a relationship on that basis, should find that that relationship has been compromised by unfaithfulness that should never be found in Christian fellowship. I do not say any more about that, beloved, but you see the sanctity, the purity that provides the safety and security of Christian fellowship. It is the fellowship of God’s Son. One may say, Well, I am not terribly attracted to brethren—which would be a pity—but you are called to the fellowship of God’s Son. You will meet brethren there, but it is His and you come for Him; and you stay for Him. Oh, you say, I do not feel I can go on because I cannot get on with Mr. So-and-so. Beloved, you are not called to Mr. So-and-so, you are called into the fellowship of God’s Son. 

That is one aspect of the fellowship. A second aspect is its potential, and I feel I can hardly convey this—think of the wonder of being identified with the truth that is unfolded in the gospel. God, in His wondrous love, has proposed to us that we should have a place in the favour of His Beloved and, as part of His family, entitled to the liberty of His house. Think of the wonder of what the Lord Jesus says as to David, “he entered into the house of God”. 

What a wonderful thing, that we have the liberty and the privilege of entrance into the very place where God is free to suit everything to Himself. He is not just ready but He really desires that you and I should be part of that, and that for ever. I may have a relationship with God that is not only in my affections but in my understanding, and God, in His wonderful grace, has given me the Holy Spirit so that I, might appreciate the blessings into which He has brought me. And God is pleased that we should serve Him and we share that privilege together. 

Tomorrow morning we shall gather for the Lord’s supper—what a privilege the Supper is! I have been breaking bread for over forty years, which means I have been at the Supper for about two thousand times. I have enjoyed good health so that on almost every occasion, as Lord’s day has come round, I have been at the Supper. Has it become even a little ordinary to me, the Supper and the service of God? What a privilege it is that I should be there. The emblems before us remind us that that privilege has been accorded to me because Jesus died. He bought for me, not only my redemption, but my privilege. I have the liberty to be at the occasion which He Himself inaugurated and gave to His own. It has been preserved down to this day and I am able to be there, and so are you. What an immense privilege it is, not only to be at the Supper, but to stay for the service of God. Think of the way Israel served God, and compare it to the liberty we have, each of us free in the service of God. 

Beloved young brother, do you exercise that liberty? How can you not exercise it? God has given you the freedom not just to be there, but to participate. God is pleased if you do participate. I may imagine that it is easy to say something after all these times I have been, but can I say something fresh that conveys to others there that this is a reality to me, and a possession. Perhaps I resort to things I know are safe, but do they add anything to that occasion? God has given me the liberty and the privilege to be there. It is the highest honour of every week, far exceeding anything else you would ever do in the week, an opportunity to participate in the service of God. These things, beloved, are entered into in Christian fellowship together. God has given us the light of this. We do not go to a place where a minister reads a sermon that he wrote out on Wednesday or something, quoting from newspapers and from television programmes and these kinds of things. We go and serve God, and it is an occasion for worship. There are many of His people who forfeit that liberty because of the systems they belong to. We have been recovered to it. Is there any reason why anyone who has that liberty would not want to exercise it, and would not seek the Spirit’s help to do that? These are things that enter into fellowship. 

The third thing I would like to speak about is the blessing of relationships with one another. We are all ordinary people and we are all natural. We are not perfect, but we have been called into fellowship together. We can afford to look at one another as God looks at us. We can have a relationship with one another from which imperfections and the irritations of our natural condition can be for the time being eclipsed, so that we can share things together. If we take a man like the apostle John, on the isle of Patmos, what a man he was, what an understanding he had of Christian fellowship; and yet denied the means of enjoying it, because he was on his own. Think then of the privilege it is to have people with whom we can walk together. Do we value one another, beloved, as we really should? If we look at the history of brethren, we see a certain casualness about the importance of our relationships together. We quote what is rightly said in ministry, ‘if we take care of the principles God will take care of the persons’. I have to say that taking care of the persons is a principle—we are not excused taking care of the persons. We cannot take things up amongst the brethren as if this does not matter, as if it does not matter if someone feels stressed and under pressure because of the unspiritual way we choose to raise something. We should value one another, beloved, because that enters into the basis on which we know each other at all. 

I remember a brother quoting his father saying that you speak to the Lord about the brethren and you speak to the brethren about the Lord. Paul says in Philippians, “whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble ... think on these things”, Philippians 4: 8. I think Mr. Raven said that you should not think too much about people, but you think about these things, and you see them in one another. I do not find too many of them in myself but we see them in each other. In God’s discipline, the number of those who are available has been greatly reduced in my lifetime and it is a very sad thing. We can think of places where there used to be a meeting around here. There are still people there who we long to have fellowship with, and they are not available. We should regard each other as of the utmost value. I do not say that discipline is set aside, discipline is essential, there must be discipline; the sanctity of our fellowship together demands it, but let it be exercised, beloved, with the true estimation of what we are before God. As Paul says, “Let all things ye do be done in love”, 1 Corinthians 16: 14. 

I would just like now to use the passages I have read to show how this matter of the shewbread illustrates what I have been saying. The shewbread, as it says in Leviticus, is a bread of remembrance and it is arranged before Jehovah continually on the part of the children of Israel. So it represents the people of Israel before God. The people of Israel have a long history and it began with a call, as we have been remarking. It was not because the one who was called was better than anyone else naturally speaking. As far as we can see Abraham grew up in a household that was idolatrous, in what is now Iraq, and he moved to the land of Syria. But then he was called out from his people and his father’s house to originate something that was eventually manifested as the nation of Israel. Much had been set aside along the way. One of his sons and one of his grandsons had been set aside, Ishmael and Edom. God has chosen to go on with Isaac and with Jacob, and with Jacob’s twelve sons. 

If we look at the history of those men, all fourteen of them, Isaac and Jacob and the twelve sons of Jacob, we might say, what a natural bunch of people they are; where is the evidence of anything spiritually attractive in these people? There are exceptions, like Joseph, and features that come out in men like Judah and Benjamin, but some of their brothers have hardly a redeeming thing said about them in the Scriptures. There is little redeeming that could be said about me either from a natural point of view. But God had chosen them. He brought them together, and He kept them together. If God had not moved in the family of Jacob, they would not have had anything to do with each other by the time we get to the period of which we have read. They were a disparate and disagreeable group of people. They had different allegiances and they had very much their own interests at heart and yet God, in His grace, had preserved them together. They became an assembly, a congregation before God, a moral whole. That is how God viewed them from the point of view of His calling. The mere fact that they were descended from Abraham was not their virtue; their virtue was that they were called by God. They had a lot to learn, a long way to go. Their journey is not finished even now, and a lot of bitterness enters into the parts of it still to come, but from God’s point of view they are His people. 

By bringing them out of Egypt, God established a covenant with them. That covenant was based on precious blood, so their position is like ours. They had a relationship with God that depended on the work of redemption and the blood that is the price of redemption. God is able to view them on that basis. After all the price had been paid. It was not a theory, it was a fact. So He proposes here that they should be in a holy place before Him representatively, and that they should be arranged in order upon the table. The table is one of those things in the holy place which speaks of Jesus. The tabernacle is an interesting combination because some of the things in there speak of Jesus and some of them speak of the people of God. So, for example, in the holiest of all, clearly the ark speaks of Jesus, and the things that were in it, the mercy-seat, the veil, all speak of Him. Outside the lampstand speaks of Him, the table, the altar of incense, also speak of Him, and beyond, outside the curtain, the altar and laver, speak of Him too. The boards speak of us, the lights on the lampstand which had to be trimmed and dressed, speak of us. The loaves on the table speak of us too. They represent God’s people in a place they have before God that depends entirely on the place that Jesus has before God. There He is, in a holy place, sustaining us at the level of God’s thoughts for us. He gives us room in a holy place. How precious that is! What a privilege it is, and what a basis! There they were together, arranged in rows for a memorial, a bread of remembrance. 

God will never forget that was the view He had taken of His people, and we should never forget that is the view that God has taken of His people, all of them seen here all together. 

They are not assigned tribally, you could not say the one on the left at the end is Reuben or anything like that. It is the whole twelve representing the nation of Israel. The Lord Jesus sustains all His own at that level in the presence of God. It would be a question as applicable to me as it would be to anybody else whether every one walks worthy of it. But, there we are before God sustained in the strength and virtue of Christ and His place there. How we need to value where His work and His present service to us brings us! These are things that we enter into together, like the twelve loaves arranged in two rows on the table. I think these loaves answer to what I have been saying, firstly about the responsibility that attaches to the fellowship because all this system depended on that precious work of sacrifice that speaks of what Jesus did; but they also remind us of the immense privilege we have, and share together, in relation to the level of things to which Jesus has brought us. 

I would just say a short word then about Mark. This incident comes into three of the gospels but I want to raise a question about what is distinctive to Mark. He uses this interesting expression, “what David did when he had need and hungered”. Do we feel in need? Do we feel in need of one another? Young people might say they wished they had more friends. That is a need, but do we feel we need one another? Do we feel we need 

those with whom we share Christian fellowship together? If we want to satisfy that need, how do we do that? We might go round the camp and see what we can get from people’s houses or tents, but, as David shows, we also have the privilege of entering into the house of God and eating the shewbread. You can go before God, exercising the privilege of which I have been speaking, and feed on His people there. What a privilege that is! What a colour it would give the fellowship if that was our habit. How it would elevate the level on which fellowship is enjoyed! How it would simplify things that arise among the brethren, and strengthen fellowship; how it would lead us to appreciate and value what we hear one another say in relation to God’s things. It would make us love one another because of the things they can say about the privileges that they enjoy. Paul says to the Philippians, “each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves” (Philippians 2: 3), that is eating the shewbread. A brother observed to me that it was a sad thing that there may be suffering among the brethren that is caused by other brethren. I do not go into that. It is true, and I find it has been true before, but how is it? Might some lean and hungry soul not pause to feed on this provision that God has made, this priestly provision that God has made to satisfy that need which is met by fellowship? I can say that this is something that I hunger for. I identify and recognise a need and I am very thankful that David has shown me how to meet it. 

I just refer to this passage in Romans. There is a lot of teaching in Romans about the gospel and God’s ways, but it is interesting that as Paul begins to close this epistle, his mind turns to the value of the brethren. He says, “we ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak”. I might think that is the responsibility of the Lord Jesus. He is the table, so it is on His strength we rely. If a brother or sister is infirm that is perhaps what he or she should rely upon. Paul asks if that feature of Christ could not be manifested in you; well could it? He says, “we ought ... to bear the 

infirmities of the weak”. And then he says something which I hesitate to labour, but it is important and something we do not always understand. He says, “and not to please ourselves”. We all do it but it has no place in Christian fellowship, it is a lawless principle. 

Paul says, “and not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good”. I go back to what we said in the reading about sharing the passover with a neighbour (Exodus 12: 4). Let us imagine there was an old lady in Israel who lived by herself. She hears Moses say that they should each take for themselves a lamb, and eat of it according to the measure of their eating. She would say it is quite impossible. Then the family next door, perhaps one of the children next door, comes round and asks, Would you like to share the passover with us, would you like to do that? We have room and we would like to share it with you. That is pleasing his neighbour in what is good. It should be the practice of Christian brethren that they please their neighbours in what is good. The Christ did not please Himself, think of that—we depend on Him for everything, but why do we not take character from Him? One thing about the loaves was they were very near the table. The nearer we are to Him then the more of these features will come out in us. 

Paul goes on to develop this. The brethren can study it because there is food in it. He refers to the God of endurance and encouragement. We all need encouragement and we find that God is the best source of it. Paul tells us to find encouragement in God, and do this next; be like-minded one toward another. All those loaves on the table were all the same size, they were all made with the same quantity. There were no bigger or smaller ones, and no tumbling about on the table, they were all the same; “be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus”. That is the place of the shewbread on the table, according to Christ Jesus. The place of the shewbread is not defined by anything outward, but it is according to Christ Jesus, that gives it 

definition. Then it says, “that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. That is the acme, the climax, of Christian fellowship, that we might have one accord and one mouth. How blessed that is! Christian brethren, with one mouth, glorifying the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then Paul adds, “receive ye one another”. We ought to be receptive, the basis has been laid in all that He has done for us. 

It is the issue of our fellowship together, and the sharing of our privileges with one another, that we receive one another according as the Christ also has received us. 

I can only speak according to my measure, but I see that God has set out for us something that exceeds my capacity to describe or convey. I can be filled with it. The wonder is that my enjoyment of it, my possession of it is something I have to share with you and you have to share with me. That, beloved, is the level on which we have been called, and the basis on which we associate with each other. My desire is that, as we think about it, it might bring about this accord and the singleness of mouth in the glory and the praise of the God whose work it is. May He bless the word. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
19 June 2004 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 24:5-9 (JND) [5] And thou shalt take fine wheaten flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof; each cake shall be of two tenths. [6] And thou shalt set them in two rows, six in a row, upon the pure table before Jehovah. [7] And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row; and it shall be a bread of remembrance, an offering by fire to Jehovah. [8] Every sabbath day he shall arrange it before Jehovah continually, on the part of the children of Israel: [it is] an everlasting covenant. [9] And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most holy unto him of Jehovah's offerings by fire: [it is] an everlasting statute.

Mark 2:23-28 (JND) [23] And it came to pass that he went on the sabbath through the cornfields; and his disciples began to walk on, plucking the ears. [24] And the Pharisees said to him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath what is not lawful? [25] And *he* said to them, Have ye never read what David did when he had need and hungered, *he* and those with him, [26] how he entered into the house of God, in [the section of] Abiathar [the] high priest, and ate the shew-bread, which it is not lawful unless for the priests to eat, and gave even to those that were with him? [27] And he said to them, The sabbath was made on account of man, not man on account of the sabbath; [28] so that the Son of man is lord of the sabbath also.

Romans 15:1-7 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. [4] For as many things as have been written before have been written for our instruction, that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. [5] Now the God of endurance and of encouragement give to you to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus; [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [7] Wherefore receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to [the] glory of God.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Philippians 4:8 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things.

1 Corinthians 16:14 (JND) [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.

Philippians 2:3 (JND) [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves;

Exodus 12:4 (JND) [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb.



MARRIAGE IN THE LORD

W. Lamont 

1 Corinthians 7: 39 (from “she is free”); 16: 19, 20 

One would like to say a few words, beloved brethren, for the encouragement of our brother and sister and the encouragement of us all. It is a time of great encouragement. One is thinking of this word, “she is free to be married to whom she will, only in the Lord”. I trust we understand that, only in the Lord. Marriage being a very favoured matter, under great attack in the world, as we all know, but Paul’s words are as applicable today as when they were written, “only in the Lord”. Oh, you say, that is very restrictive. In one way it is very restrictive. It means that our brother and our sister have come to the recognition of the Lord’s claims upon them. It is a very important thing that they, and all of us, should recognise the Lord’s claims, they are absolute. Paul at the beginning of this epistle refers to the fellowship of God’s Son into which we have been called, “Jesus Christ our Lord”. One of the most essential things for a believer, it ought to be true for all men, is to come under the regulation and lordship and authority of our Lord Jesus Christ. I think I can say it is true of our brother and sister, they have recognised that, submitted themselves to the Lord Jesus, and their marriage, I would say, definitely and positively, is “in the Lord”. 

Of course there has been the time earlier of civil marriage. One is thankful for the references there to the permanency of marriage, still recognised in the law of the land, still a right thing, and it is intended to be permanent, that is, as far as our lives here are concerned. Paul says that in this very epistle, stresses that: it is a permanent matter not to be taken up lightly, not to be discarded. So our brother and sister, I am sure, recognise the importance of marriage being ‘only in Lord’. That is an area of authority, it is also an area of privilege, and it involves God’s will; God’s will is involved in it. If there is a marriage ‘in Lord’ it would mean that both persons have become subject to the will of God, know something in a definite way about Romans 12, having proved “what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”, Romans 12: 3. These words are very important. So Paul says here, “she is free to be married to whom she will, only in the Lord”. There is no such thing in the Christian circle as a forced marriage. Our sister has been free to choose our brother, only ‘in Lord’, great regulative feature; beloved brethren, we are to pay attention to it. So it is a word for all of us, for younger persons who are contemplating marriage, to make sure that their marriage, while there are these natural matters of happiness and joy, make sure beloved young brother and sister that your marriage is ‘in Lord’ and that you are finding in your life all the blessings that come from it. It is not a doleful thing, it is a very happy thing that a marriage is established ‘in Lord’. 

I can think of nothing finer between a man and a woman than a marriage ‘in Lord’; what a blessing it is, to have the benefit of all that the Lord has in mind for them, setting up of a household, whatever may follow, and having part in local assemblies. We will feel the loss of our brother, but I am sure wherever he is local he will be an asset, a young man who has devoted himself to the truth and knows something of what it is to be subject to the Lord Himself and not only subject to His lordship, but to know something about His headship. We will never know the Lord’s headship unless we first know something about His lordship, come under His authority, then we will be the beneficiaries of all that flows from Him where He is now in His place of exaltation as Head of the assembly, He is nourishing it and cherishing it. Wonderful thought as one looks around the brethren here, and to see the fruit of the Lord’s nourishing and cherishing, His care for His assembly. Soon He will have it complete for the very first time. It has been said, and said rightly I think, that most of the assembly is with Christ. That is a tremendous thing to think about, but the Lord’s service goes on. His own tender love and power to nourish and cherish His assembly, and that involves the personnel of the assembly. 

Now I go on to the second reference; these persons, Aquila and Priscilla, have often been referred to. Brethren know well three times Aquila is first and three times Priscilla is first. That does not mean that Priscilla usurps Aquila’s headship, but there is a certain equality about it. Marriage in the Lord is also a partnership; how wonderful that is. I can think of nothing more precious in human relationships than a man and a woman united together in marriage. Then Paul says, “The assemblies of Asia salute you”. What a precious thing that is. Aquila and Priscilla would know something about the exigencies of the testimony, and even what would be involved in their movements. These are things to be taken account of, and again, must be ‘in Lord’, that is, subject to the will of God. Believers’ movements are not promiscuous, a believer’s life is not promiscuous, it is under divine guidance. 

Well, it says here, with the assembly in their house”. I suppose that would be literal, but for us the application would be that we are always thinking of the assembly, even in our households and in our relationships together. It is quite remarkable that Paul, in speaking about marriage and relationships in Ephesians, says, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. That was always before him, and it should always be in our thoughts that the close relationship between our households, and what goes on in our households, involving children and the relationship of husband and wife, always has the assembly in view. In our local settings, what is in our households and what transpires in our households ought always to have the assembly in view. Well, it says here, “with the assembly in their house, salute you much in the Lord”. That relationship is maintained, the Lord’s authority is known throughout it all. What a blessing, beloved brethren. Here we are here, and I think we maintain this thought of “in the Lord”. What a thing it is to meet a brother or a sister and to be able to greet them ‘in Lord’. It is not so with everybody. You cannot greet everyone ‘in Lord’. We have love towards all the saints, and we have regard for the work of God in every saint, the preciousness of the work of the Lord Jesus and the Spirit of God, but I think it is a wonderful thing to be able to meet one another and salute each other in the Lord. 

May the Lord bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12:3 (JND) [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.



MARRIAGE AS BASED ON CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY

J. Strachan 

Ephesians 5: 22–33 

I just want to say a word about what Paul says here, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, and the bearing that it is intended to have on our practical relationships as husbands and wives. Our brother and sister have entered into this relationship today, for them it is a fresh experience; many of us have previously entered into the relationship, and there are others who may be contemplating the relationship. I desire to say a word as to this great truth of Christ and the assembly and how it is intended to have a very practical effect on our lives. I think we should value the fact that we have been privileged to be recovered to this great truth. We think of the wonderful character of Paul’s speaking of Christ. How great his knowledge was of Christ! He says, “I speak as to Christ”. Then how great his knowledge was of the assembly too, entrusted with the ministry of it, as he was, so he says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. These things filled Paul’s heart and mind and his life; these things were his life. It is very fine to see how this great truth is entwined in the scripture with the practical relationship of husband and wife. I think it is intended that it should be entwined in our lives practically so as to affect us in our lives and help us to fill out these relationships in a way that is pleasing to the Lord. 

It says that “a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ is head of the assembly” and “even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything”. The assembly has a very special place, “subjected to the Christ”, subjected to such a One. Then that is to be worked out in the way of submission. That enters into the exercises of the wives, who are to submit themselves to their own husbands. 

Note that, dear brethren, how the word own comes into this section. Then “even as the Christ also loved the assembly”, husbands are to love their own wives. Note that word ‘own’ again, dear brethren, husbands are to love their own wives, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly”. That is the pattern that is to govern us in our practical relationships. Paul brings the highest levels of the truth to bear on the everyday relationships of life. Think of the advantage of that, in being able to work things out in the intelligence of what is so precious to the heart of Christ. 

So it is, “as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless”. You think of the wonderful service of Christ in His love for the assembly. The word ministered to us as coming from Christ is an evidence of the love of Christ. Husbands are to “love their own wives as their own bodies—he that loves his own wife loves himself. For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly”. Our brother has already referred to how Christ nourishes and cherishes the assembly. Husbands are to take their lead from that. Wives are to take their guide from the assembly. Husbands are to take their lead from Christ, and work things out as governed by this wonderful truth that we have been brought into. It says, “Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh”. They are united, two entities becoming one flesh. The unique character of this bond is to be preserved amongst us, this thought of two being united and becoming one flesh. 

So he says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ and as to the assembly”, and then he continues. 

“But ye also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife I speak that she may fear the husband”. I think it is very beautiful how the truth of this glorious matter is entwined with the practical relationships of life. It is intended that we should set ourselves to work things out in this relationship of husband and wife as patterned on the great truth of Christ and the assembly. Well we are privileged to have the truth. I believe, dear brethren, our responsibility is to work it out at this level. Submission on the part of the wives, love on the part of the husbands would reach that end. I feel we can be confident that our beloved brother and sister will seek to operate at this level. May each one of us be encouraged to take things up at this level, and seek to work them out as governed by the Lord and with His help. May the Lord bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 5:22-33 (JND) [22] Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands, as to the Lord, [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body. [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything. [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly. [33] But *ye* also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife [I speak] that she may fear the husband.



GOD FOR US AND WE FOR HIM

E. C. Burr 

Genesis 1: 29–31; 2: 18; 1 Corinthians 8: 6 

The verse which I read in Genesis 2 is familiar to the brethren and, if I may say so, it is very familiar on occasions like this, and one can understand why. I do not want to speak about it from the way in which it is generally applied in meetings like this. After all, it was some four thousand years before anybody knew that this was a type of anything else. What I want to speak about from these two scriptures in Genesis is one side of a relationship we have with God, that is, how God cares for us. I read the verses in chapter 1 to show how God made abundant provision for man. Had man understood what God was saying about it, he would have seen that there was full provision for him from God. What I had in mind in relation to this, and I commend that thought to our beloved brother and sister, and indeed to all of us, is that God is for us. As Paul says to the Romans, “If God be for us, who against us?”, Romans 8: 31. And if you find that God is, as we say, on your side, I think you will find that there is nothing that can triumph against you. If God is for you, even in the circumstances that He allows day by day, and there is a variety of circumstances for us all, you will find that God was for you. You look back over your life, and some of us can look back quite a long way, you find that circumstances that you thought were adverse have in fact proved that God was for you. My own experience, if I may refer to it, is that God uses what appear to be very, very small things to change your course so that you know that God is for you. You look back, You do not see it at the time, you say to yourself, ‘Why did God let this happen; I was going to do so and so and this happened; why did God do that?’ But you see that God was for you, and if God was for you who can be against you? These verses in Genesis bring out that God was for you. 

I think if you study the book of Genesis—and it is quite interesting to see if there is a theme in any of the books of the Bible—you will find that the general trend of the scriptures in that book is that God is for you. God was going to bring about judgment on the earth on account of the wickedness that was there, wickedness which is very extensive in the present day; God was going to bring in judgment on the earth, but He makes provision for man. He as it were takes Noah aside and says, Build an ark for the salvation of your house. You see, God is providing for man. God will say to our beloved brother and sister, There is what will be for the salvation of your house. The scripture in 1 Corinthians 16 that our beloved brother has already referred to bears on that, that God provides for the salvation of the house—He provides for the salvation of the house in Aquila and Priscilla, two believers well known to us from the scriptures. If you go on in Genesis you will find that God takes up Abraham, and what God says to Abraham is in effect, I am for you. He says, Go out of the place where you are, I have something better for you. He says to Abraham, Look at everything you can see and it is all for you; everything you can see I will give you. Again, God is for you. And if you go on further through the book you will find that even in the history of God’s discipline in Egypt, God was for them. He gave instructions through a man that there should be, for instance, the saving up of the food in the first seven years so that man could be sustained through the second seven years. You can see that God is for you, and that is the general theme of the book of Genesis. It may not appear so on the surface, but if you ask yourself, What is God doing in Genesis? you will see that having created man He is making provision for him all the time, always bringing out that God is for him. 

But then if you go on into Exodus you will find it is still a question of God for us, but it becomes “we for him”. In the beginning of that book the people are complaining about the hard burdens which were put on them on account of the slavery into which they had come, and God does not say to them, I will make things easier for you; He says, I have something better for you, and He says to Pharaoh, Let my son go, that he may serve Me (Exodus 4: 23). 

“We for him” is really God’s objective in the book of Exodus, but as you go on through the history, you find that one thing after another occurs and God is showing all the time that He is in favour of the people. If He brought them out of Egypt on the basis of the passover, He demonstrated almost straight away that He was for them. He did not leave them to find their own way in the wilderness, He was for them; He had the pillar of cloud and He had the fire by night. Every time they looked at it they would say, Well, God is for us and He is leading us on. One thing, beloved, I might just remark because it came to my mind through something else I have read, that believers need no individual leadership save the leadership of Christ and of God. They do not need man’s leadership in the singular; what they need, if they have leadership at all, is “your leaders”. In the wilderness God provided leadership from Himself. If they needed to cross the Red Sea God was for them, He opened a way. And at the end of that book, what He comes to is, Speak to the children of Israel that they build Me a tabernacle. The objective in the history of the wilderness is “we for him”. If you read on as the material was gathered and the tabernacle was constructed, you will see that the people were caught up in the exercise of “we for him”. If you read the chapters that relate to the construction of the tabernacle, you will find that nobody lived for anything else but what was for God. Nothing interferes with the history of the building of the tabernacle; they were all concerned about doing things for God. Are you? If you read those chapters in Exodus you would find that they had hardly time to go to work, let alone anything else. The prime thing in their lives was “we for him”. 

Beloved, let it be so for us. There was no one when the tabernacle was constructed who was kept late at the office so they could not do their bit. Nothing like that. If it had been in our day they would have been at the meeting, they would be there on the basis of “we for him”, righteousness secured and established but “we for him” as the overpowering constraint in their lives, “we for him”. 

Then if you go on through the rest of Exodus and you come into Leviticus you find that “we for him” is the great objective of it all. God sets out a series of offerings, these offerings were for God. The burnt-offering is for God, the peace-offering is for God, the oblation is for God, even the sin-offering is for God, and the trespass-offering is for God, and the wave-offering is for God, and the heave-offering is for God; “we for him” is the great characteristic of the whole structure of things in Leviticus. I might even refer to the leper. In the healing of the leper you say, surely that shows that it is ‘God for us’, but, beloved, the man is recovered from leprosy so that he may be for God. No leper could come into the congregation, but this man must come in and God provides in that way that it shall be “we for him”. 

I just encourage the brethren. In some senses I feel that I hardly need to encourage our brother and sister because we know them, but the objective must be that “we for him” is the over-shadowing principle on which we live. We enjoy ‘God for us’; we preach about it, but beloved, when we preach the gospel let us have the other side of it as well, that is, “we for him”. The greatest thought for man on God’s part is that he should be there as one of the sons of God, “we for him”—the sons of God. Something I was reading last night, some ministry in the latter part of the nineteenth century brought this thought to my mind. The context in which I was reading was that the brother said that the cause of the low state amongst us is because “we for him” is not the prime thing with us. Do we not come to meetings to enjoy ourselves? In the service of God, at the end of the service, are we not praising God for blessings He has given to us? Let us, beloved, have more in our minds that it is “we for him” in every different association amongst us. 

I just venture, if I may, to put a footnote to our beloved brother Mr. Lamont’s remarks, that a marriage which is in the Lord does not break down. And I just say this, and I hope I shall be excused for saying it, the fact that two people are breaking bread does not of itself mean that their marriage is in the Lord. Let us bear these things in mind. We have too many sorrows of that kind among us, but in taking up relations between a brother and a sister let us be sure that “we for him” is the prime constraint in everything that we do. 

Well, beloved, all that I have done is seek to bring out an impression that occurred to me from what I was reading last night. We dwell a great deal on ‘God for us’; beloved, let us have a bit more of “we for him”, for the Lord’s sake. 

Words at a Marriage, Twickenham
16 October 2004 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:29-31 (JND) [29] And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb producing seed that is on the whole earth, and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree producing seed: it shall be food for you; [30] and to every animal of the earth, and to every fowl of the heavens, and to everything that creepeth on the earth, in which is a living soul, every green herb for food. And it was so. [31] And God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning the sixth day.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

1 Corinthians 16 (JND) [1] Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the assemblies of Galatia, so do *ye* do also. [2] On [the] first of [the] week let each of you put by at home, laying up [in] whatever [degree] he may have prospered, that there may be no collections when I come. [3] And when I am arrived, whomsoever ye shall approve, these I will send with letters to carry your bounty to Jerusalem: …

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.



EXTRACT

Many will admit that things are not what they ought to be, but will excuse them on the ground of human infirmity, or errors in judgment, or want of light. The Lord Himself, in grace, takes account of the sin in Leviticus 4 as done “inadvertently”. But the plain fact is that all the things in the Christian profession of which the Lord disapproves are SIN. Place is given everywhere to the man who was condemned at the cross. Whatever is wrong in the Christian profession, and contrary to the commandments of the Lord, springs from man after the flesh. The one who brings the sin-offering judges this in the light of the fact that Christ bore the judgment of that man, and died to bring him to an end before God. In the recognition of this he can call on the Lord out of a pure heart, as morally apart, by the death of Christ, from that man. But this makes the sin of “the whole assembly” a very grave matter, and when we see it in this light we must take the path of separation. 

I would put it to any heart that loves the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Would you like to go on with something of which He disapproves? If the congregation and the elders of the assembly will not bring the sin-offering of the congregation, the faithful individual must. And how could we call on the Lord out of a pure heart if we go on with things which He has made known to us to be sin? Hence 2 Timothy comes in. We are to withdraw from iniquity, to separate from vessels to dishonour, and to turn away from those who have a form of piety but deny its power. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Leviticus’, pp.49, 50) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through inadvertence against any of the commandments of Jehovah [in things] that ought not to be done, and do any of them; [3] if the priest that is anointed sin according to the trespass of the people; then for his sin which he hath sinned shall he present a young bullock without blemish to Jehovah for a sin-offering. …
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