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THE MAN AND THE WOMAN

A. Buchan 

Genesis 1: 27; 2: 15, 18–23; Exodus 2: 1, 2, 15–22 

In Genesis 24 it is said that “They sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant”. I think that verse would indicate our feelings at the present moment in relation to our sister. I think that the sending away would be with the best that heaven can provide. 

So we begin with God’s choicest thoughts in relation to the man and the woman, before sin came in. It is wonderful to look at these early chapters and see the concept in the mind of God Himself, and also the consummation of them, for God is equal to carrying through His thoughts in relation to man and woman, seen fully in Christ and the assembly. There can be no thought of failure; it is going right through. We were reminded on Lord’s day that Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from man into a woman and brought her to man. I think that is the consummation of God’s thoughts in relation to Christ and the assembly. He 

“brought her to man” is a wonderful thought, beloved. 

In this chapter it is Jehovah Elohim who is operating and He is equal to this great thought of the man and the woman. There is plenty of failure around in the world, but in the assembly we are to lay hold of God’s original thoughts and see that God is equal to them; and as we are with Him we are to be equal to them. He took man and put him into the garden of Eden, to till it and to guard it. It is what God did. He put man in this sphere. 

It suggests where we are tonight, in the garden, in the assembly, in a sphere where things are worked out in the tilling, involving Pauline ministry in the opening up and the laying down of the truth. How wonderful it is for our brother and sister to be set in relation to these great thoughts. Paul says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. 

Lay hold on it and it will give colour to your whole married life together. It is God’s original and prime thought and He is going to carry it through to completion. He is equal to it at the present time in the midst of all the confusion that is around in relation to the marriage bond. 

He will carry it through in our brother and sister. He will give them the power to be with Him in it. 

“Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man”, that is the death of Christ viewed in relation to God’s purpose before time was. It is in relation to the feelings in the heart of the man that God says, “It is not good that Man should be alone”. God saw it. I think that our brother has found that in his exercises. God says, “I will make him a helpmate, his like”; nothing inferior, the assembly is morally equal to Christ, as of Him it is His like. It is His counterpart. It is Himself over again. Our young people need to lay hold of the greatness of it. 

It is what God has done through the deep sleep. Then it says that He built the rib that He had taken from man into a woman. That is where the woman came from; she is of the man; she is like him because she is of himself. Then He “brought her to Man”. So it anticipates the consummation of all God’s thoughts in relation to the assembly and the immediate answer is, 

“This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. Man had named all these animals, which brought out his intelligence, but this operation brings out the affection in the heart of the man. 

It was a time of supreme joy and satisfaction, “This time ...”—no other time like it, and that is the time we are in, beloved, when the answer to the heart of Christ has been secured. 

When we come to Exodus it is our side of the matter; it is not only that God is equal to carrying through the thought of marriage, but a man is equal to marriage. Later Moses was given a wife but here it says, “A man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi”. 

He had laid hold of God’s great thought in relation to the man and the woman and was operating responsibly, having his affections under control. He is deliberate in his action. Our young people need to listen to this. He is operating within a certain area, not amongst companions outside but within the confines of the fellowship. Not only have we the scripture but we have here in our brother and sister the setting out of it in practice. These meetings are for ministry in view of instructing our young people. It says, “The woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw that he was fair”. That shows that the continuance of the testimony depends on these exercises. 

We go on to speak of Moses. It says, “Moses fled from before Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. And he sat by the well”. It is a wonderful thing to have the confirmation of the Spirit in your exercises. The seven daughters say he “drew water abundantly for us”. There he is, as it were, in the local setting and he is concerned about the bringing in of refreshment by spiritual ministry, but there is something here that hinders; you will find that. “But Moses rose and helped them, and watered their flock”. There is power to bring in the refreshment that is needed at the right time. So we have these daughters, seven of them. We have quite a lot of daughters 

here tonight. It is good to look round and see them. You young men, keep your eyes within the field we have here, do not stray outside of it. The word is that “Moses consented to remain with the man”. You consent to remain there. It may be you would be better off financially somewhere else but the great thing is the local assembly—Zipporah. She may not be as good-looking as some of the other types, but it is the working out of things in the in-law position, the legality of our position, and we need to cherish how the truth of this has come down to us. 

Underlying this is the feature of contentment. We read that “piety with contentment is great gain”, 1 Timothy 6: 6. I would like to encourage our young people to be pious, to bring God into every matter. Be content in the place where God has set you and work it out in your exercises with God. You find your locality, you find where your roots are, and, as our brother has done, you find a wife who can be a help to you in it. Locate the priestly element in the local setting, persons who are thinking for God all the time, not thinking of advancement here but thinking of what is for God. O, you young people, set yourselves for it. I have no doubt that you will find things that will be trying. The enemy is always against the assembly. So be content and find, as Moses did, that power comes in relation to committal. 

Reuel gave Moses his daughter as wife, suggesting the local assembly. “And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom”. He begins to name things, he knows what things are, and says, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land”. That is, he finds comfort. Our brother and sister will need comfort as they go on with these exercises amongst the saints. Moses was a sojourner; his position was like ours currently; we are only here as sojourners until that glorious moment when we are to see the Lord Jesus face to face, when He will have the whole assembly for Himself for the first time. What a moment that will be! 

Let us look forward to it. Mr. Taylor said, ‘There is a man up there and His heart is beating in relation to the assembly’. He has one objective and very soon, beloved, He is going to present the assembly to Himself without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. What an anticipation to have before us! Let us be concerned to work together in our local settings in view of something thus being secured for the heart of Christ now, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:27 (JND) [27] And God created Man in his image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Genesis 2:15-23 (JND) [15] And Jehovah Elohim took Man, and put him into the garden of Eden, to till it and to guard it. [16] And Jehovah Elohim commanded Man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die. [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like. [19] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought [them] to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like. [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Exodus 2:1-22 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. [4] And his sister stood afar off to see what would happen to him. [5] And the daughter of Pharaoh went down to bathe in the river; and her maids went along by the river's side. And she saw the ark in the midst of the sedge, and sent her handmaid and fetched it. [6] And she opened [it], and saw the child, and behold, the boy wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is [one] of the Hebrews' children. [7] And his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call thee a wet-nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? [8] And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the damsel went and called the child's mother. [9] And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Take this child away and nurse it for me, and I will give [thee] thy wages. And the woman took the child and nursed it. [10] And when the child was grown, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses, and said, Because I drew him out of the water. [11] And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. [12] And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

1 Timothy 6:6 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain.



THE WIFE

F. R. Turner 

Genesis 24: 23, 24, 60, 67; Acts 18: 2; Revelation 19: 7 

I am impressed, beloved, as to the thought of the wife. Scripture mentions it many times. It is a position of great trust, a position that our sister has now entered. I read these passages in Genesis 24 because before Rebecca entered into that position she had been in another very blessed relationship. She had been a daughter and had filled out that relationship with God; she had adorned it, and that qualifies her for the relationship that she enters into at the end of the chapter. 

I would like to appeal to the young people to be in every relationship with the Lord. Be in submission to your parents; that is very pleasing to heaven. Most young people will have before them the joy of entering the relationship that our brother and sister have now entered, with the Lord. To qualify rightly for this you will need to learn 

to be in other relationships with the Lord. You are in a position of subjection in your household. I would encourage you all to be in that with the Lord. He has undoubtedly helped our sister in this way; she has fulfilled the position in which she has been as a daughter. She is now leaving that household, although remaining a daughter. She has also been in the position of a sister. The family relationships are very precious. 

The households of the saints are a sphere of salvation, and to be in it with the Lord Jesus is a very blessed matter. Our sister, through the grace of God, has filled out these positions responsibly in the household in which she has been and she has now entered into a greater relationship, that of a wife. It is greatly disregarded in the world around us, but it is greatly cherished in heaven; it speaks, too, of the assembly here and everyone who forms part of it is in a position of trust. How blessed to be in that position, beloved, standing for Christ whilst He is absent on high. How beautifully it says in The Proverbs 31, “the heart of her husband confideth in her”. Think of the position we are all in as forming part of that vessel. We are in a position of trust. I hope we may be encouraged to be fully committed to the Lord, the One who has redeemed us and would have us as His own possession. 

In the scripture I have read in the Acts we have a beloved sister who is spoken of as wife, 

“Aquila … and Priscilla his wife”. No doubt she was a spiritual person, as was Aquila; there was much of the work of God in each of them, and God greatly uses her in her position. Later they took Apollos to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly (Acts 18: 26). 

They were used sovereignly of God in the formation of that vessel who was to be of such use in the testimony. They 

were working together, she, as wife, in a position largely hidden, but a position of very great trust. So our sister has entered into that position and she will fill it out in that divinely given sphere of the home, the real place of the wife, the place where she can count on the blessing of God. It is the place that God has given and is divinely fitted for the wife as supporting her husband. 

Now I refer lastly to that wonderful scripture, “His wife has made herself ready”. Oh to be ready, beloved, each individually, for that wonderful moment when we shall be translated into heaven, when Christ will have His cherished bride. Now she is His wife, in the position of trust, to be His confidant, to be trustworthy in the scene where He is rejected, the scene of His reproach and shame. We are reminded of it as we come to the Supper, and I hope all will be there. I hope you will be there to remember Him in the scene of His betrayal. “His wife”; what could be more blessed than to be in His confidence and His trust? However small our circumstances may be we are to be trustworthy, both individually and in our meetings too. 

God grant that it may be so, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:23-67 (JND) [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge? [24] And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge. [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren. [28] And the maiden ran and told these things to her mother's house. [29] And Rebecca had a brother, named Laban; and Laban ran out to the man, to the well. [30] And it came to pass when he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's hand, and when he heard the words of Rebecca his sister, saying, Thus spoke the man to me that he came to the man, and behold, he was standing by the camels, by the well. [31] And he said, Come in, blessed of Jehovah! why standest thou outside? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. [32] And the man came into the house; and he ungirded the camels, and gave the camels straw and provender, and water to wash his feet, and the feet of the men who were with him. [33] And there was set [meat] before him to eat; but he said, I will not eat until I have made known my business. And he said, Speak on. [34] And he said, I am Abraham's servant. …

Acts 18:2 (JND) [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them,

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.



‘LAY HOLD OF THE PURPOSE OF GOD’

D. B. Bodman 

Judges 1: 12–15 

Caleb is a very interesting man. He, along with one other, stood for God when things looked very black. He was a man who had gone into the land and he said it was “a very, very good land”. At a time when the people were seeking to rebel, Caleb sought to still them by bringing in the mind 

of God for the moment. At that time Caleb was a comparatively young man but here he is an old man. Our brother and sister are young, but there are those who have gone on in the testimony and would encourage the young ones to go in for what is heavenly, go in for what is true. I have often said that one impression I had from an old brother in Birmingham was what he said he heard Mr. Raven say, ‘Young man, lay hold of the purpose of God. You may deviate from it, but He will bring you back to it’. Caleb was a man who laid hold of the whole purpose of God and thus he could still the people. God could speak of him as a man of another spirit, one who had fully followed Jehovah (Numbers 14: 24). Oh that each one of us, brothers and sisters, old and young, might wholly follow Jehovah. 

So here we have Caleb encouraging a young man. The older ones would encourage those that are younger to go in for what is spiritual, to bring out the gems, to bring out what is in the land in attractiveness. This young man had some sense, typically, of what the assembly is as secured for the heart of Christ. He could take this city and he gets a wife. Our brother has taken a wife, but here Othniel’s wife asks for something, and I would encourage our sister to ask for the supply of the Spirit, which these springs would speak to us of. It says, “Caleb gave her the upper springs”. I think it would be the Spirit in connection with what is spiritual, what is heavenly, what is of the land, and that comes first. May our brother and sister lay hold on that first. I would encourage them to put God’s interests first and then He will come in for their interests. Some of us have experienced that in a little way. So the Spirit would be available as the upper springs, what is heavenly. Oh that we might all have the land in our hearts! 

Then it also says, “and the lower springs”. 

The Spirit is able for the every-day needs of our pathway, which I believe relates to the lower springs. He is able for that side of our pathway. As our brother and sister set out in their new path together they will need the help of the Spirit in the every-day realities of life, the ‘ups and downs’ as we say, the joys and the sorrows. The Spirit is able for that side too and He is also able to lead us into the heavenly side—the land. May we all be encouraged, and especially our brother and sister as setting up their house together, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the marriage of Mr. A. Alexander and Miss I. Buchan, Peterhead
22 August 1986 

 


Scripture references

Judges 1:12-15 (JND) [12] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [13] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Numbers 14:24 (JND) [24] But my servant Caleb, because he hath another spirit in him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he came; and his seed shall possess it.



COUNSEL FOR SISTERS

P. Lyon 

Jottings of household conversation in Melbourne in May 1936 

Our brother spoke of the importance of the sisters’ conversation in the home, which is their sphere. A sister can stimulate her husband by asking questions of local and universal assembly interest, and the children who are listening will learn to do the same. If there are visitors in the house, brothers or sisters, she is still in her right sphere in introducing suitable spiritual topics. If she finds her subjects of conversation limited, she would do well to read current ministry extensively, and to make herself acquainted with the latest ‘war news’, that is, the movements of the testimony world-wide, and thus furnish herself with a store of holy conversation. 

The women of this world find a certain pleasure in the discussion of books, newspapers, and literature of various kinds; much more should the Christian woman intelligently read the precious, living ministry which the Lord is giving and thus develop the ability to stimulate and support godly conversation. 

The sisters are the unseen, vital organs of the body—the heart and lungs, as it were—and where these are in a healthy state the whole body functions. The brothers are like the hands and feet, the active parts which are seen. If the body has a high temperature, showing that there is something wrong inwardly, although perhaps nothing can be seen, eventually the outward activities of the hands and feet will be impaired. 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in baskets of silver (see Proverbs 25: 11). The basket of silver would be the body of the believer, silver speaking of redemption. It would be a chaste and wrought piece of silver, fashioned by suffering, containing the precious golden apples—gold being the best—some word bearing the divine impress. Sisters like to see food daintily served; how important the basket is; it makes the apples seem more appetising, especially if a word of exhortation is to be fitly spoken. 

In all the dispensations there have been women who have stood for the testimony, such as Sarah, Deborah and Jael. And there have been women of all ages. In Rhoda we have a young girl in her teens. Mary, the mother of our Lord, would have been young too. Elizabeth was old, and Anna was very old, all showing that we can enlist and be in the conflict whatever our age. 

‘Feelings’ play a large part in a woman’s make-up, but the Lord knows all about our make-up and these feelings and, under the control of the Lord, they can be an asset to the assembly. A sister’s instinct can sometimes outstrip a brother’s judgment and she may see farther than her husband in choice spiritual feelings. But, on the other hand, her feelings, if uncontrolled, may get the better of her and can make quite a conflagration. Perhaps she has been offended, and her feelings hurt. One has heard such words as, ‘It did upset me when I saw the way she looked at me’, and so on. It would be well to remember why we are to be silent in the assembly and, as women, to have our head covered, and not take it as a matter of course. It has to do with the fact that Satan at the beginning found an entrance through the woman. God knows that Satan would find an entrance again if the woman were allowed a place of public responsibility. This thought would be wholesome and would keep us humble. As we remember what our possibilities for evil are, perhaps our feelings would not be so offended. 

We are not much use in the assembly until we have lost our reputation, or, rather, until we realize that we have no reputation to lose. If we are accused of something that is not true, we can say to ourselves, ‘Well, it is not true of me at present, but it might be at any time. I am quite capable of it’. So we remain unflurried, unruffled. God has no use for those who refuse reproach. A sister was known, some time ago, to weep over assembly trouble in a far-distant locality. It seemed an extreme thing to do. Those less spiritual said, ‘There is plenty to weep for nearer home’. But she had wept for what was nearer home, and had reached out in her affections and interest to assembly troubles at a distance. She lost her reputation, as it were, and was called ‘extreme’, but the Lord threw His cloak over her and supported her. 

At the end of every dispensation women have shone brightly. The end of the present one is at hand and the Lord would encourage the sisters to more and more devotedness, even to what might appear extreme to the less spiritual. 

Sisters love Peter’s ministry—his sincere milk of the word—milk, you know, not meat, and what he says as to a meek and quiet spirit. And they love being kind and making garments for the poor and even being the lady bountiful. But the lady bountiful idea only centres round oneself and makes much of self. Making coats and garments ends in death—Dorcas died (Acts 9: 37). It was only when Dorcas died to that sort of thing and came to life again that she became part of the assembly on Paul’s line. Sisters are inclined to say, ‘I can understand Peter’s ministry, but I cannot understand Paul’s; I will leave that for the brothers’. But they can understand Paul. The universal interests of the assembly are for the sisters as well as for the brothers. Sisters have their part in the conflict on the battlefield in the wars of the Lord. 

They need to be interested in it and to ask and find out what is going on in their midst and in the assembly all over the world. The Lord has His reserves and is preparing them to be called into the front line of the battle, the sisters among them. 

If we have those interests before us we shall not feel the dog-flies and gnats which were among the plagues of Egypt. There were no dog-flies in Goshen, where the Israelites were, suggesting the assembly. The gnats bite only any part of the flesh that is visible. One sister gets a bite from a dog-fly and goes to visit another to get sympathy. She finds that the sister is rubbing her bite very vigorously. They talk so much about their grievances that they only inflame the bites. Indeed, if that piece of flesh is not covered up another piece of flesh may be exposed, and more bites experienced, until in the end that dear sister may die of blood poisoning. 

There is a nice little service for sisters in ‘first-aid’. Perhaps we see a dear sister just bleeding to death spiritually. She is so offended and so hurt by the way she has been treated that her life is ebbing away. What an opportunity for a bandage, a tight, firm bandage! It may be a word in season, one of those precious golden apples, served in the silver basket. A sister who is rendering first-aid, or weaving curtains, or is out on the battlefield, who has the Lord’s interests, instead of her own, as her chief object down here, will not feel the bites of the dog-flies or the gnats, nor will she mind if she has no reputation. She will be an asset to the local company, to the whole assembly, and to the Lord. 

The above, though not ‘ministry’ in the usual sense, is printed because it contains valuable counsel, conveyed in the homely manner which characterized our brother—Ed. 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 25:11 (JND) [11] [As] apples of gold in pictures of silver, is a word spoken in season.

Acts 9:37 (JND) [37] And it came to pass in those days that she grew sick and died; and, having washed her, they put her in [the] upper room.



“LOVE NOT THE WORLD”

M. C. Easton 

1 John 2: 15–18 (to “last hour”); Romans 12: 1, 2 

I have been thinking of the scenes of heavenly joy to which we are all looking forward, and into which we shall be brought when we ‘have with Christ our part’, as we sang in our hymn (Hymn 225). What a time of joy and delight it will be when we are translated into that scene of glory, where Christ already is. In the meantime we are still here in this world, but although in the world, we are not of it. We go through this world as pilgrims and strangers, and it is unthinkable that anyone who is a believer in the Lord Jesus should love this world in which we find ourselves. 

John found it necessary to exhort the young men in this section; he is speaking to the young men particularly, but the word is for us all—“Love not the world”. As was referred to in prayer, it is the world by which our Lord Jesus was rejected, cast out and crucified—‘For us the cross He bore’ we sang in our hymn. How solemn it is if any one of us should have any desire towards this world! It is called “Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified” (Revelation 11: 8), and we have to take our stand with the Lord in that respect. He was crucified here, and we in the same way should be among those who are not wanted in this world; we should not be marked in any way by features that mark this world. We have to go through it, as I said, as pilgrims and strangers, but also we go through the world as a peculiar people, that is, people that are set apart. Just as the nation of Israel of old was set apart for Jehovah, so believers in the Lord Jesus should be going through this world as apart from it; not marked in any way by its features. 

It is solemn that John should have to say this in his epistle—“Love not the world”. It was evidently necessary then, and perhaps it is necessary for some of us to think soberly as to our links and connections in this world. We have to go through it; we have to provide what is righteous as going through it; but we go through it as not being part of it; we touch it as lightly as we possibly can. 

We might not be marked by the feature of loving the world, but it goes on to say, “nor the things in the world”; that touches us each one. There are things in the world which are attractive; things which are not evil in themselves, but they are not to be the occupation of the believer in the Lord Jesus. Our outlook is to be a heavenly one; we are looking for the return of the Lord Jesus, as we sang in our hymn, when we shall be like Him in every respect, except, of course, that He is ever unique as the glorious Son of God. 

There are things in this world, as I said, which are attractive in themselves, but for the believer in the Lord Jesus to take them on is a solemn matter. They may be suitable for those in the world, but not being of the world, we should be very careful in what we do. We should be careful too in our speech, our expressions; worldly expressions may come in which are unsuitable for the saints as gathered together. We can search our own hearts as to features that should not be marking those who are going through this world as not of it. 

John says, “If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”, and then he goes on to speak of “the lust of the flesh”. We still have the flesh in us, each one of us; we are waiting until we receive glorified bodies; but features that mark the world should not mark the beloved brethren. It says, “And the world is passing”; we know it cannot remain as it is; we see evil increasing on every hand—“the world is passing ... but he that does the will of God abides for eternity”. We want to be linked, beloved brethren, with things that are going through into eternity, and we want to be marked by features proper to those who are going through this scene as a separate people, set apart for God’s pleasure and delight. 

In reading from Romans 12 I was thinking particularly of verse 2, “be not conformed to this world”. If we look at the footnote it suggests that it is a state, conformity to this world. We do not want to be just like others because, as was said, we are to be a separate people for God’s pleasure. We have been secured at great cost through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we want to be faithful to Him as we go through this scene, and not conformed to this world; but we do need to be transformed. We often speak of this as we are together on Lord’s day morning, the transforming power of the Spirit. The Spirit taking up His abode in us transforms us; He transforms us at the Supper so that we come into the enjoyment of the various blessings that are the privilege of the believer in the Lord Jesus. We sometimes sing, 

‘Peace, sonship, joy, the Holy Spirit given’ (Hymn 123). It goes on to say, “but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. We have to control our minds, beloved brethren, we have to come into accord with what is set out in principle in the Scriptures, and we need to be in that way transformed. Think of the wonderful privilege of sonship that is ours—what a transformation in those who were once afar off but have now become nigh through the precious blood of our Lord Jesus! So the word is one of exhortation that we be not conformed to this world, because we do not belong to it. May God bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

1 John 2:15-18 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him; [16] because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity. [18] Little children, it is [the] last hour, and, according as ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is [the] last hour.

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Revelation 11:8 (JND) [8] and their body [shall be] on the street of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …



ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY

D. J. Wright 

Numbers 8; 23–26; 2 Timothy 2: 20, 21 

I received an impression, beloved brethren, from a reading last week which I feel has a bearing upon us at the present time, and that is in relation to the Levites being at their work (2 

Chronicles 13: 10). When we speak of Levites we are not thinking of a particular class, an official class; at one time there was that tendency with us to look upon it as a particular class. 

I believe we can see in the teaching of Scripture that it would come within the range of each one of us. 

Earlier in Numbers the Israelites were numbered for military service from twenty years old and upward, but the Levites did not begin to serve in the tent of meeting until they were twenty-five, conveying that maturity is necessary when we come to levitical service. In such holy service there is not room for novices, but, on the other hand, I believe the Lord would help us as we are prepared to accept responsibility. As taking things on in our simple way we can count on the Lord, who is the Prince of the princes of the Levites, to help us. We live in a day of small things and it may be that things fall to us to do that otherwise would not because of the fewer vessels available. It struck me, beloved brethren, that the first thing is availability and then, flowing out from that, serviceability. It is in taking up things, and in the practice of them that we become more skilled. As you take on responsibility for a thing you find that the Lord and the Spirit come in and help you just in relation to the immediate need. 

It is a wonderful privilege in our day to have part in these things, and it impresses itself upon me that none of us are to elect ourselves out of it. It goes on to say in the verses read, “And from fifty years old he shall retire from the labour of the service, and shall serve no more; but he shall minister with his brethren in the tent of meeting, and keep the charge”. That is, persons who are older and who may become incapacitated are not written off in any way, but they too have their part; they may not be able to be active in strenuous work because of the weakening of the physical frame, but they are still available to “minister with his brethren in the tent of meeting”. What a wonderful privilege that is!—to “minister with his brethren”. 

Think of the way in which those of us who are younger could draw on the richness of resource in the older brethren who are experienced—“he shall minister with his brethren in the tent of meeting”—bringing his own mature touch, you might say, in God’s service—and 

“keep the charge”. There are many aspects in which you can apply ‘keeping the charge’—one is committal to the local position, committal to the assembly week, so that things are carried out according to God’s own pleasure. All that is involved, I think, in keeping the charge. 

As I say, we are called to these things, and while it is a responsibility it is also a great privilege to have part in them. It is affection for Christ, I believe, that becomes the great motivating power for these things, for the One who has died for us, the One who has shed His precious blood, the One who has given His all for us. It is that, I believe, that stirs fresh committal in our souls in relation to what is precious to Him here at the present time, though maybe in smallness. 

In 2 Timothy you see conditions which make not 

only for a vessel to be available but serviceable. We live in a day that is broken publicly, the day of which this chapter speaks. There is the great house; we cannot get out of that in one sense. “There are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour”. Then it says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them”; that is, there is the moral underlying state and condition of being separate from all that would hinder being available to the Lord and serviceable to Him. So it says, “he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. Our brother has spoken of not being of the world. 

Well, the call in the gospel involves being called out of that order of things in which Christ is rejected, but sanctified, set apart for the Lord’s own pleasure, and such a one is serviceable to the Master. We are to come under the dominance and sway of the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who is the centre. We sang at the outset of the One who is the centre and theme in heaven (Hymn 225), but while we are still here in this scene He is to be the One who has the first place in all things. 

“Serviceable to the Master”; the idea of the word “Master” is ‘despot’; we come under the moral sway of such a One, such an attractive One. We think of Mark, at one time unserviceable, one who went back from the work and therefore became unserviceable, but there was a time, thank God, when Paul said, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, 2 Timothy 4: 11. As recovered, not only was he again available but through things having been worked out in his soul he was again serviceable; he was separated from elements or influences that would hinder his being “serviceable to the Master,prepared for every good work”. There is no idea of being a specialist; I do not think that is the idea, but being “prepared for every good work” is all-inclusive. I think it is rather on the principle of “Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might”, Ecclesiastes 9: 10. 

Beloved brethren, there are plenty of things that come within our range that we can take up for the Lord and do with our might. May we be stimulated to have part in these things increasingly, for God’s own praise and glory. Amen. 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. …

Numbers 23 (JND) [1] And Balaam said to Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams. [2] And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak and Balaam offered up a bullock and a ram on [each] altar. [3] And Balaam said to Balak, Stand by thy burnt-offering, and I will go; perhaps Jehovah will come to meet me; and whatever he shews me I will tell thee. And he went to a hill. …

Numbers 26 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the plague, that Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, [2] Take the sum of the whole assembly of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, according to their fathers' houses, all that go forth to military service in Israel. [3] And Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan of Jericho, saying, …

2 Timothy 2:20-21 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (JND) [10] Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest.



CAIN’S LINE, OR ABEL’S?

J. Wright 

Genesis 4: 17, 25, 26; 5: 21–24 

The teaching of these sections of Scripture is well known to us, beloved brethren, as to the two lines; there is the line of faith, but then there is the line which springs from Cain that is not marked by faith. We know that Cain, when he sought to approach God, was not marked by faith; he was marked by human efforts. The result of Cain’s course is a solemn one; he goes from one thing to another; he slays his brother, he goes out from the presence of God, then he builds a city. Cain goes on as if nothing had happened, as if everything was all right; he builds this city and names it after his son Enoch. Things went on in Cain’s line which in themselves were not evil; there was a good deal of activity, work, music, and so on. Those things in themselves are not wrong, but it was all away from God. It seems to develop into an arrogant line in Lemech, a very boastful man; that is what marks this world’s system as away from God. 

I do not want to dwell on that, but another line develops. Abel was on the line of faith, but he was slain, and “Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son, and called his name Seth—

For God has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, because Cain has slain him. And to Seth, to him also was born a son; and he called his name Enosh”, that means ‘Man, as weak mortal’. What a different line that was, beloved brethren, the recognition of man as weak and mortal. “Then people began to call on the name of Jehovah”. They recognized their position as one of weakness. It is like the believer going through those experiences in Romans. In Romans 6 and 7 he realizes the weakness, the incorrigibility, of the flesh, but he can “call upon Jehovah”. 

That leads to something, and it is Enoch that I wanted to speak of. This is not the Enoch in Cain’s world, no, it is a different man entirely. This is a man who walked with God. There is great compensation in being apart from Cain’s world and what marks it; there is great compensation in walking with God. Enoch, I believe, was a man who was delivered, he was delivered from himself. It says he was the seventh from Adam (Jude 17), that is, on the line of Seth, meaning that there is some result from this exercise of calling upon the name of Jehovah, as realizing what our true position is. Here is a man who is in deliverance; deliverance from himself; deliverance from the world; one who is walking in the power of the Spirit typically, relying upon the Spirit of God. To walk with God would involve that, beloved brethren, that we find power and resource in the Holy Spirit. 

I wanted to draw attention to this to seek to make it attractive to us—to walk with God. 

Enoch would enjoy God’s company and God would enjoy his; God enjoyed it so much that He translated him. It 

says in Hebrews that “before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God” 

(Hebrews 11: 5). We are on the eve of translation, beloved brethren. I wonder if we all have that testimony before our translation that we please God, and do not please ourselves. If we are to walk and please God it means that in some sense we walk as Jesus walked, the One that pleased not Himself, but always did those things that were pleasing to the Father. It is possible in the power of the Holy Spirit to walk and please God, and to have God’s approval. 

I just commend this; this is something to be known, it is something to be enjoyed. I am sure Enoch did not have any regrets at not going along the line of Cain and his world. He walked with God and he had the assurance that he was pleasing to Him. 

Well, beloved brethren, I just commend this to us, to be apart from things here, but to move in the power of the Spirit; to enjoy God’s love and to answer to it. The Holy Spirit initially sheds abroad in our hearts the love of God, but He is the power for the enjoyment of our relationship with God. Well, I feel the challenge of it, but in any little measure that I have experienced it I know the enjoyment of it, and may we all know it in an increased way, in the Lord’s name. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
28 October 1986 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 4:17-26 (JND) [17] And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city; and he called the name of the city after the name of his son Enoch. [18] And to Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael; and Mehujael begot Methushael; and Methushael begot Lemech. [19] And Lemech took two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the second, Zillah. [20] And Adah bore Jabal: he was the father of those who dwell in tents, and [breed] cattle. [21] And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of those who handle the harp and pipe. [22] And Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, the forger of every kind of tool of brass and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah. [23] And Lemech said to his wives: Adah and Zillah, hear my voice, Ye wives of Lemech, listen to my speech. For I have slain a man for my wound, and a youth for my bruise. [24] If Cain shall be avenged seven-fold; Lemech seventy and seven fold. [25] And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son, and called his name Seth: For God has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, because Cain has slain him. [26] And to Seth, to him also was born a son; and he called his name Enosh. Then people began to call on the name of Jehovah.

Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Jude 1:17 (JND) [17] But *ye*, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.



MUSINGS

“AND THE WATERS BECAME SWEET”  Israel joined in Moses’ song of victory in Exodus 15. Jehovah had brought them through the Red Sea and scattered the Egyptians. Then they face their first wilderness test. They come to Marah and could not drink the waters because they were bitter. They murmur against Moses. He cried to Jehovah “and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet”. The wood speaks of the manhood of Jesus and the perfection of His submission to the Father’s will. In Gethsemane He faced the bitterness of all that lay before Him, His being made sin, being forsaken, bearing the wrath of God against sin, and entering into death. What it meant to Him in His essential holiness! But He bows to the Father’s will—“My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. Luke records His words, “but then, not my will, but thine be done”. This answers to the wood shown to Moses. 

We face our Marahs. It may be something which is divinely allowed to come upon us, which we would naturally shrink from. It may be a situation in which we have a choice between what pleases ourselves and what we know would be the will of God for us. In these deep exercises the Holy Spirit would bring Jesus before us, reminding us of His obedience and His preparedness to enter into what was so bitter to Him if the Father’s will required it. Then, as our own wills are set aside, we shall experience the blessedness and the sweetness of the will of God, His grace to go through the experience with Him, and His confirmation in having sacrificed our own wills to make way for some fresh experience of His “good and acceptable and perfect” will. Thus Marah’s waters will become sweet. 

FCM 
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Scripture references

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].
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