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DIVINE SEEKING


Luke 19:10;  Matthew 6:25-34;  Colossians 3:1-4;

Philippians 2:19-21

I want to speak about seeking.  The verse which particularly struck me was verse 33 of Matthew 6; “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”.  A verse like this always brings before us the Lord Jesus.  I read about Him in His own words; “the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost”.  It is a wonderful fact that divine Persons are seeking.  They have no need to seek for themselves exactly, but we read here that the Son of man had come to seek and to save that which is lost.

I wonder if all of us realise that we were lost, that we need a Saviour.  We need a Saviour because of our sins, but we also need a Saviour because we are lost.  I might ask anyone here, Have you done wrong things?  You would agree, we would all agree; how could we do otherwise?  But if I said to a sinner, Do you know that you are lost? they might not be quite so ready to receive that word.  But it is a fact that without the intervention in love and grace of our Saviour God, and the One who is spoken of here as the Son of man, we are lost.  It is our condition as children of Adam.  The Lord Jesus has come to seek and to save that which is lost.  He came to bear the sins of guilty sinners; I trust that each of us can say with conviction that the Lord Jesus bore my sins “in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  We sang about His glory, His beauty, His fulness, the One who in His Person is over all, God blessed for ever (Rom.9:5); it is a wonderful thing that He should have come here as the Son of man on your behalf and on my behalf to save that which is lost.  We have caused Him a lot of trouble.  It was no easy matter for us to be found.  How often we have hidden ourselves, tried to run away from the saving grace of the Lord Jesus, but still He sought us.  If He has not yet found you, He is seeking you still.

What a picture it is in Luke chapter 15 of the man who went after the lost sheep until he finds it.  There is no thought of him ever giving up.  In the wonderful grace seen in Luke’s gospel, the Son of man seeks until He finds the lost sheep.  Dear young person, is He still looking for you, still seeking you, wherever you might be?  You might go to the other end of the earth, but He will find you.  So do not hide.  Come to it, as we have all needed to come to it, that you are in a lost condition.  We need the Saviour on account of our sins, because we are guilty not only for what we have done but because of what we are.  As has often been said, we sin because we are sinners, we are not sinners because we sin.  Jesus came in order that man might be set up in a new way altogether under the eye of God, no longer lost but found.  Think of the joy in the father’s house in the parable when he said, “this my son was dead” – that was you and me, away from God – “and has come to life, was lost and has been found”, Luke 15:24.  I trust that that is the position of us all, that we have been found.   No longer lost, but we are under the shelter of the precious blood of Jesus.  It is all down to the grace of the Son of man who came to seek and to save that which is lost.

Another gospel says “and give his life a ransom for many”, Mark 10:45.  Think of what a life it was.  There was no sin with the Lord Jesus; no spot in that life.  He offered Himself spotless (Heb.9:14).  The whole of His life was pleasing to the Father.  There was absolutely nothing of which his enemies could accuse Him.  They accused Him falsely.  There were many witnesses they could have brought forward to say good things about the Lord Jesus, but they were never called.  They called false witnesses.  He went that way in love for you and me, to seek and to save that which is lost.  I hope that we are all in that condition, of lost sinners who have been saved.  As such we can stand before God in all the worth of Christ.  We sang:-

‘In sonship tells our hearts their wondrous place,

    In Thee accepted by the Father’s grace’.       (Hymn 293)

We are accepted in Him, through no merit of our own, but accepted in Christ.  I am preaching the gospel because it is very necessary to bring the gospel in even in a meeting like this, in case there is someone here who does not know the Saviour, someone here who is still lost.  If you do not know the Saviour, you are lost, and you will be lost eternally, unless you come to know Him for yourself.  But if there is someone here who is still lost, you can come to Him now, find salvation from your sins, and salvation from your lost condition.

Now I want to speak about our seeking – “seek ye first”.  I suppose the love and the grace of the Lord Jesus who has done so much for us would be a lever in our souls to seek first “the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”.  The Lord does not say what you are to seek for after the kingdom of God, but you do not need to, because if you seek God’s kingdom first, these material things will be added to you.  You will not want for anything materially or practically, because the Father will look after you.  The Lord says “Do not be careful about your life”.  Notice that He does not say ‘Be careless’; we are not to be careless about our lives or our bodies, because they are given to us by God, and we glorify God in them.  So we are not to be careless; we should not do anything that would put our lives or our bodies at risk.  But the Lord Jesus says “Do not be careful about your life”; in other words, do not be over-occupied with the things of this life.  Do not be like Martha who was careful and troubled about many things, and she missed the good part while Mary chose it.  I do not suppose that Mary was careless about things in the home, but she chose the good part, which it says, “shall not be taken from her”, Luke 10:42.

So the Lord says “Be not therefore careful, saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we put on? for all these things the nations seek after; for your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”.  And then He says “Be not careful therefore for the morrow”.  Well, there is a saying among men that ‘tomorrow never comes’.  It may never come.  The Lord is coming; how wonderful that will be.  There will not be a tomorrow then, only in the sense that there will be a new day, the eternal day, for those that have been saved.  So He says that “the morrow shall be careful about itself”.  We do not need to worry about what might happen tomorrow.  If we have faith, and have our confidence in God, acknowledging Him in our ways, we can have restfulness and confidence about tomorrow – “the morrow shall be careful about itself”.  God has it in hand.  “Sufficient to the day is its own evil”.  We must be constantly before God in self-judgment that we might not stumble or slip.  It is enough to keep ourselves right and acknowledge Him in all our ways every day, so “Sufficient to the day is its own evil”.

I wanted to speak about Colossians.  The Lord Jesus gives us the laws of the kingdom, largely relating to Israel and what will be seen in the remnant in a day to come, but Paul in Colossians gives us the laws of the kingdom as they relate to the assembly.  He writes “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is”.  The passage we read in Matthew was when the Lord Jesus was here.  He is no longer here; He is above the heavens, sitting at the right hand of God.  Paul writes “have your mind on the things that are above” – what a testing word that is – “not on the things that are on the earth”.  A brother in the reading spoke about what is habitual.  I wonder if I habitually have my mind on the things which are above, whether I am seeking the things that are above where the Christ is.  If my affections are centred on Him, then that is where my mind will be.  I will seek the things that He is interested in, the things that He is engaged with, the things that bring Him pleasure and joy, and not the things that are on the earth.

Speaking for myself, the greatest danger at the present time is earthly mindedness.  We are not part of an earthly family; we know as an abstract truth that we are not morally of the world.  But how soon we mind earthly things, how soon they become an object to us.  Paul wrote very severely of those that mind earthly things (Phil.3:19); he says that they are enemies of the cross of Christ.  None of us would like to be that.  I read somewhere that Paul himself was a friend of the cross of Christ1.  What he was as a natural man, a Pharisee of the Pharisees, had gone for ever at the cross of Christ.  So he wrote that the Philippians were not to mind earthly things; those who did were enemies of the cross of Christ.  After the Lord Jesus had spoken to Peter about the crucifixion, and Peter said to Him, “God be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee” (Matt.16:22), how severe the Lord was with Peter.  The disciples were full of sorrow when He spoke to them about the crucifixion.  You might think that they were entering into His grief, but I think that they were full of sorrow because the crucifixion meant the end of their earthly hopes and aspirations.  If the Lord Jesus was to die, there was no hope for Israel; the Messiah gone, what hope was there for them?  They needed, as we all need, to have their sight lifted.  We have been raised with the Christ.  He died to finish the first order of man altogether, to put it out of the sight of God for ever.  Not only did He die, but He has been raised, praise be His name, and we have been raised with Him.  Colossians presents things as an accomplished fact; “ye have been raised with the Christ”.  That is the Christian’s position, the Christian’s standing.  Whether our state is up to it is another thing, but that is the standing which we have, “raised with the Christ”.  So it is “for ye have died”; the old man has died, “and your life is hid with the Christ in God”.

Our lives are about more than material things.  If Christ is our life, how much more that is than earthly things, material things.  Paul writes “”When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”.  What a prospect the believer has!  In that day, we will be occupied with nothing else but the Lord Jesus and His things, the things that are above.  We will be above with Him.  So may we have our minds more “on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God”.  The cross is the end of any earthly ambition or earthly glory, and it is a wonderful thing to realise that we have something beyond the grave, that we have been raised with the Christ.  It is a precious thought.  What wonderful things we can seek; I wonder if we know much about them.  We often speak about every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies (Eph.1:3), the things that are above in the heavenlies in Christ.  All our blessings are in Him; we have nothing outside of Christ.  God has placed everything in Him.  All our blessings, our salvation, all that we have is in Him, and the assembly itself is in Him, in Christ Jesus.  How precious these thoughts are.  The Lord Jesus is so pleasing to God, and as we are in Him, we too can be pleasing to God, and can enjoy all that He has in mind for us.

And then, we shall be manifested with Christ in glory.  What a day that will be; our bodies of humiliation will be changed into conformity to His body of glory (Phil.3:21), to be eternally with Him where He is, sitting at the right hand of God.  What a place He has!  We sang of that:-

‘Thy glory, Lord, at God’s right hand above,

    Supreme of all in that blest scene of love’.    (Hymn 293)

That is His rightful place; He is supreme there.  Would that He was more supreme in my heart.  He is not supreme in the world; there is no place for Him there, there never has been and never will be.  It is a scene where man’s will and man’s glory predominates and prevails.  But when Christ is manifested, we will be manifested with Him.  We read recently the scripture in Habakkuk “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea”, Hab.2:14.  That is this earth.  You may wonder how that could be, but it will be so.  We will observe it, that the earth will be full of the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.  The whole earth will be full of His praise; it will be regulated according to the laws that He set out in Matthew’s gospel.  How precious these things are.

I wanted to draw attention to Timothy.  We should be exercised to be more like him.  He was like Paul; he was Paul’s true child.  The apostle could say of him that, as a child a father, Timothy had served with him in the work of the glad tidings (Phil.2:22).  Paul could also say in that passage “I have no one like-minded to care with genuine feeling how ye get on.  For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”.  What a challenge that is, beloved brethren, that they all sought their own things.  But not Timothy; he was not included in the “all”, because he cared with genuine feeling how the saints got on.  I wonder if I care in that way for the saints.  Our brother spoke of love for the brethren, and the desire that all might be retained and preserved and kept.  It has been said that if Christ is all to my soul, then it brings love for all the people of God – all of them.  What a challenge that is, to care with genuine feeling how they get on.  Not how they are getting on materially or in their jobs, but how they are getting on in relation to the Lord’s things, the things of Jesus Christ.  

So Paul writes “For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”.  What are the things of Jesus Christ?  I wonder how much I know about them.  They are the things that occupy Him.  I suppose one of the things which occupies the Lord Jesus is the pleasure of God.  The prophet says that the pleasure of Jehovah will prosper in His hand (Isa.53:10).  Everything that the Lord Jesus does, all that He is occupied with, is in view of the pleasure of God.  Might it be more with me, might it be more with you, to seek what is for the pleasure of God, to seek to please Him in all our walk and ways, and not to seek our own things.  It must have been a grief to the apostle to write this, “all seek their own things”.  No doubt there were others who were like Timothy; there were the Philippians themselves.  It has often been said that the epistle to the Philippians is not doctrine, but it gives us the experience of a Christian, a man in Christ.  It gives us the moral qualities, the moral desires that such a person would have; desires for the saints, and Paul’s own desires.  He desired to depart, to be with Christ.  I came across a remark of Mr Coates in which he said that we might make so much of the coming of the Lord, that it might diminish the blessedness of departing to be with Christ2.  It is a blessed portion.  The Thessalonians were in danger of that; they thought that persons who had died would miss out because they would not be here at the rapture.  But Paul says that it is “very much better” (Phil.1:23); it was his desire.  No doubt he was waiting for the Lord to come.  Mr Coates went on to say that as the assembly, we are waiting for the coming of the Lord, but individually our desire would be to depart to be with Him.  

Paul says “I am pressed by both”; he had nothing before him but what was for the pleasure of the Lord Jesus and for the good of the saints.  He said that it was very much better for him to depart, “but remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes”.  How unselfish he was; he did not seek his own things but the things of Jesus Christ.  There are many other things which Paul wrote about in the epistle; his desires for himself, the true, normal desires of a Christian.  Paul desired to gain Christ; he counted all things loss if he might gain Christ, counting them to be filth (Phil.3:8).  Do we count the things of this world, the things that we find to be so attractive, to be filth?  If we did, we would not find them attractive – there is nothing attractive about filth.  Mr Darby said that there is no great sacrifice in giving up dung3.  That is how the apostle judged all his natural qualities, so that he might gain Christ.

May we be more like Timothy, who was like the apostle, who in turn was like his Master, the Lord Jesus.  Paul could write “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”, 1 Cor.11:1.  There was no one else who could speak like that except the apostle Paul, one who could say “for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”, Phil.1:21.

I feel I have spoken feebly about the way in which the Lord Jesus has sought and, I trust, found each one of us when we were lost, far from God, helpless and hopeless.  He has brought us back into the presence of God Himself, so that we might seek, not the material things of this world but the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and the things that are above where the Christ is.  May we be like Timothy, not seeking our own things, but the things of Jesus Christ, and caring with genuine feeling how one another gets on.

May God bless the word.

Address at Strood

1 March 2014

P.J. Walkinshaw

 


Scripture references

Luke 19:10 (JND) [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Matthew 6:25-34 (JND) [25] For this cause I say unto you, Do not be careful about your life, what ye should eat and what ye should drink; nor for your body what ye should put on. Is not the life more than food, and the body than raiment? [26] Look at the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, nor reap, nor gather into granaries, and your heavenly Father nourishes them. Are *ye* not much more excellent than they? [27] But which of you by carefulness can add to his growth one cubit? [28] And why are ye careful about clothing? Observe with attention the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither do they spin; [29] but I say unto you, that not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed as one of these. [30] But if God so clothe the herbage of the field, which is to-day, and to-morrow is cast into [the] oven, will he not much rather you, O [ye] of little faith? [31] Be not therefore careful, saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we put on? [32] for all these things the nations seek after; for your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things. [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. [34] Be not careful therefore for the morrow, for the morrow shall be careful about itself. Sufficient to the day [is] its own evil.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Philippians 2:19-21 (JND) [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6 (JND) [1] Take heed not to do your alms before men to be seen of them, otherwise ye have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. [2] When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory from men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. [3] But thou, when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does; …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15:24 (JND) [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry.

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Philippians 3:19 (JND) [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:)

Matthew 16:22 (JND) [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Habakkuk 2:14 (JND) [14] For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.

Philippians 2:22 (JND) [22] But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child a father, he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;

1 Corinthians 11:1 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;



DELIVERANCE


Romans 7:24,25;  8:1-10;  12:1-3

N.C.McK.      We might enquire together, dear brethren, about the matter of deliverance.  It is a very foundational matter in our Christian history.  The believer is, by deliverance, to get through to liberty and the enjoyment of relationships with divine Persons.  We get the teaching of deliverance throughout Scripture, and Paul gives it very clearly in Romans.  For the sake of the young brethren, up until verse 11 of Romans 5, we get teaching about what the Lord Jesus has done for us, in saving us from our sins.  Then from verse 12 of chapter 5, we get teaching, not about what involves our sins, the sinful things that we have done, but about the sinful state which is within us, and which we need to get clear of in a practical way.  We can be dismayed at what we find in ourselves after we are converted, but I trust that we can get help in this reading to see that divine Persons have no intention of leaving us in bondage, but intend to bring us into full liberty.

So Paul writes about moral experience in chapter 7.  At the end of the chapter, he recognises the love of God and the love of Christ which lay behind his deliverance.  Then the knowledge of God, and our experience which we have with divine Persons, cause us in chapter 12 to commit ourselves fully to God.  Practical devotion to the things of God and to the will of God should lead to a genuine practical unity among the saints because we are all to be committed to the same thing.  Believers have everything in common because we should all be committed to the same thing, to the will of God.  So this matter of deliverance has a great object in view; which is the glory of divine Persons and our liberty.

W.B.      We all have the same Spirit and the Spirit directs us to one Person; that is the Person who can free us.  The Spirit is willing, and delights to help us in it.

N.C.McK.       Very good.  What you have said is the key to this chapter; the Lord is the Deliverer, and the Spirit connects us with the Lord to help us in being delivered.  In Romans chapter 5, we see that there are two kinds of men in scripture, there is Adam and there is Christ.  When we get through to chapter 7, we see that we have to give up the Adam that is in us, and commit ourselves to Christ.  But it is a difficult and practical test for us all.

W.B.      It is something for every one of us personally.  It is not exactly a collective thing, but do you think that these exercises would help us to go on together, because we have one Object?

N.C.McK.      I think deliverance is vital, so that we can be in Christianity restfully and at peace with God.  So many Christians spend their lives anxious that God is not favourable towards them because of the sin that is in them, but the truth is that God in His love would deliver us from that.

U.P.      So do you think these are exercises that we go through in one sense all our lives?

N.C.McK.      Yes.  It is presented here as if it was something that Paul had done, that he had got the gain of, but we know that we never finish with moral exercises during the course of our lives.  We should walk according to His Spirit, and that is a constant matter.

U.P.      So the great thing is to come to that blessed Person.

N.C.McK.      Part of my exercise is, how much do I know the Lord Jesus as the Deliverer?  I know Him as my Lord and my Saviour, but it is a great matter to know Him as the One who has completely met the whole matter of my sinful state.  At the beginning of chapter 7, there is another Husband; it is not the law but the Lord is presented as another Husband who supports us, helps us and provides for us so that we are stimulated by love.

Pa.v.d.B.      In John it says “If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free”, John 8:36.  The application of the law, even divine law, can never justify us.  I think it will help us in our links with the Lord to see that it is He Himself who gives us this ability.  If we are close to Him, we are free indeed.

N.C.McK.      That is most helpful because, while we may not realise it, we may in a certain measure live under the law.  There was conflict in the testimony many years ago regarding what is said here that “the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled”.  Those who were not clear said that if they failed in one matter, then they had not fulfilled the law, but it was pointed out that they were putting themselves under the law rather than being under grace.  So we are in a system where, by the love of the Lord Jesus, we are given grace to meet divine requirements.

Pa.v.d.B.      The greatest opposition to the Lord on earth was not from the authorities or from unbelievers, but from the Pharisees.  We know that they represent the improvement and the achievements of religious flesh.

N.C.McK.      Paul had been a Pharisee and he wrote in chapter 7 that he had considered himself perfect in every regard, apart from when he looked inside himself.  The law said “Thou shalt not lust” (Rom.13:9), but he could not truthfully say that sin in the flesh was not there in him.

D.McL.      Is that why Paul wrote “who shall deliver me”?  He did not ask ‘How shall I be delivered?’.  Do you think he had come to it that, because of what he had been through, there was no way that he himself could do anything, so he wrote “who”?  He knew that he needed Someone entirely outside of himself.

N.C.McK.      I think that is often the root of the problem with us.  We try to be better persons but we have to recognise that “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell” (Rom.7.18); so by the Spirit we look outside of ourselves to the Deliverer.

D.McL.      As soon as we say “Who shall deliver me?” we give room for the Spirit to do that.

J.A.B.      What would you say about “those in Christ Jesus”?  The key to all of this is the Person who is the Deliverer, but what does it mean to be in Him?

N.C.McK.      We spoke about the two kinds of men in Scripture, Adam and Christ.  When we believe in the Lord Jesus and we are saved, God views and places us in Christ.  It means that the Lord Jesus has taken away my sins and He now sits in glory at the right hand of God with all the favour of God upon Him.  God views me in Christ, He views me in all the favour of my Representative there in glory.  The great thing is to see that God no longer views us in Adam but He views us in Christ, in all the favour of that blessed Man.  So we should view ourselves in that way, should we not?

J.A.B.      Yes.  I think it is essential to be able to identify that for ourselves.  That does not mean to say that we have ourselves before us; it is the opposite.  The fact is that God has done this.  The blessedness of the first sentence of Romans 8 is something that we must experience, otherwise we keep on going round and round in Romans 7.  It is really a question of communion with this One who is the Deliverer.

N.C.McK.      What an older brother said helped me, that God sees us sometimes acting in the flesh, but He never views us in the flesh; He always views us in Christ.

R.M.B.      The first part of verse 9 in chapter 8 says, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit”.  God does not view the believer as in flesh, so would the beginning of our deliverance be to see ourselves as God views us?

N.C.McK.      Yes.  You get other scriptures which speak of deliverance from the divine side, but I wondered if Romans gives it to us from our side.  The believer has a new nature, a new character.  Not only do we have a new position in Christ, but we have a new nature that is not like the old fleshly nature, and it is called “in spirit” because it is characterised by the operation of the Holy Spirit in us.

W.B.      We mentioned the beginning of chapter 8; it says there “There is then now no condemnation”.  I wondered if this is a special experience in the life of a believer when he can say ‘now’.  It is a certain moment arrived at when we hold on to this new Husband.

N.C.McK.      That is very fine, because this first verse looks back over the previous chapter.  The knowledge that we are not condemned before God and that God does not view us in that way must be a release to us.  God is not against us; at the end of the chapter we see that God is entirely for us and He has only love for us.

W.B.      The Lord did not come in order to improve man but to supercede the first man and remove the old man.

N.C.McK.      That is very good.  The first preaching was in Luke’s gospel chapter 4, when Jesus spoke about coming to preach to captives deliverance.  Following what He said to the Jews there, they thought to throw Him over a cliff, so the flesh does not like to be removed.  It has also been said very helpfully that we will never find deliverance until we really want it, and until we have the experience of what it is to be disgusted by ourselves.

J.A.B.      Is that the point of verse 24 of chapter 7  I have to come to it that I am a wretched man and I cannot do anything to help myself; I need Jesus as the Deliverer.  We come to salvation because we realise we need Him as our Saviour, and we come to deliverance because we realise that we need Him as our Deliverer.

N.C.McK.      So from the simplest believer to the most spiritual believer, this great man Paul, we cannot do this by ourselves.

J.A.B.      Then we find out that we cannot be sustained in the good of deliverance without the Spirit.  I thought of the importance of the verse that you read in chapter 12; “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”.  That is something with which the Spirit helps us.

N.C.McK.      Yes.  We must have the Spirit operative in us to enjoy chapter 12.  The renewing of our minds is a constant application, so that by the Spirit we think in a spiritual way, and cease to think in a worldly way. 

J.A.B.      But we begin by the experience that our brother has spoken about, when we realise it is ‘now’; we come to something definite.

N.M.cK.      And there is another power, “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”.  So as believers, we look to the Spirit as the power to maintain us in our links with Christ.

P.v.d.B. jr      What do you say as to grace in relation to these things?

N.C.McK.      I was hoping that we would get help on the latter part of chapter 8.  What Paul arrived at through this exercise was that nothing would separate him from the love of Christ and in the last verse, nothing should be able “to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.  We feel that these are very difficult and sore exercises but in getting through them, we see that it was the love of divine Persons which drew us and helped us in them.

P.v.d.B.jr      It is a great miracle to realise what God has brought us into, although we did not deserve it.  All these exercises would not have got me anywhere if it had not been for the grace that chose me.  That grace makes me realise that so much has been forgiven me that I could not pay it back even with my life, and it would also help me to see that whatever my brethren may owe, it is nothing compared with what I owe.

N.C.McK.      Yes.  Mr Darby said that true humility was not to think little of yourself, but to think nothing of yourself.  I think these exercises must increase our valuation of the grace of God which would not leave us only with our sins forgiven but bring us right through.  As you say, if we view ourselves as “in Christ”, we must view our fellow believers in that way too.

M.C.      A brother helped me in that; he said that when we meet our brethren we should look for Christ in them, and if I cannot see much of Christ, then I should see them in Christ, and there would not be any problems.  I found that very helpful.

N.C.McK.      Yes.  I think these exercises that we are speaking of today would help us to commit ourselves so that that first order of man, that kind of man that does not please God, should go, and that Christ should be promoted in every way.  It has often been said that a dead man never causes trouble.  So in this latter part of Romans 8, Paul did not just experience that God loved him, but he had had the experience through all his exercises of knowing the love of God in these exercises.  He had come to know the Lord as the Deliverer, the One who was the new Husband who would supply him with all that he needed, and he needed nothing outside of Christ.

W.B.      We look steadfastly on Jesus.  If we have been won by grace, then we have a straight road ahead of us.  We are not to look to the right or to the left, but to look to the goal.  We may pray every day that this goal might become more precious to us.  Will that not keep us on the road?

N.C.McK.      It certainly would, I very much appreciate that.  So many believers, and I know this for myself, look to Christ, but then they would look inside themselves and that would bring them down.  We would be preserved from that by the teaching of this chapter, to reject the Adam and walk in the Spirit, to seek the Spirit’s guidance and power to walk here.

R.M.B.      Would it be right to say that it would be one thing to receive the Holy Spirit as a gift, but that to know that His power is on our side is a further matter?

N.C.McK.      Yes, in our walk and ways.

R.M.B.      How do we go from the initial receiving of the Holy Spirit as a gift to the point at which we walk according to the Spirit?

N.C.McK.      Numbers 21, the brazen serpent on the pole, is the scripture that Paul was drawing from in this chapter.  The children of Israel had complained; they found that things were not to their liking and Jehovah sent fiery serpents.  He began to show them that the problem was the bite of the serpent.  It was because of the extent of their exercises that God showed them that the problem went all the way back to Satan in the garden of Eden, and it was that which was in them.  So in chapter 7, Paul took the Roman believers through a mental process in which they were to realise that they were never going to get through by human endeavour.  Does God not have a hand in the matter to make us see these things?

R.M.B.      I think that what is coming before us is very important.  The incident of the brazen serpent is left until quite late in the wilderness journey of the children of Israel.  In principle, they received the Holy Spirit in Exodus 17, but it was not until thirty-eight years later that they typically came into the benefit of that.

N.C.McK.      Yes, so the two things go along together.  It dawns on us that the flesh will never negate the flesh, but that we have the Holy Spirit, although we may not have allowed Him to operate and to help us in the way in which He can.

J.A.B.      Would one way of being helped in what our brother has asked about be for us to speak to the Spirit individually?  We can appeal to the Holy Spirit to help us to be kept in the renewing of our minds each day, because this is a new way of thinking.  Putting what pleases the Lord Jesus before what pleases me is conquering, but God has in mind that we more than conquer.

N.C.McK.      Yes, that was the point that our brother was making, that we must move from having the Spirit to using the Spirit and allowing the Spirit to make that difference in our lives.

J.A.B.      It is important for us all as believers to have personal communion with the Holy Spirit, because then we develop links with Him.  It is only then that we can know something of this transformation.

Pa.v.d.B.      When they repented, God did not remove the serpents but He told the people to look on the brazen serpent.  This evil which works in us is not taken away but we are given an Object that will cure us.

N.C.McK.      That is very much part of the teaching of what we are speaking about, and it is very helpful because we begin to recognise that there is a work of God in us, and that it will rely not on itself but on an Object, and that is Christ.  So we associate ourselves with what is of God and what is of the Spirit, and we rely on the Spirit to promote that work of God and to make sure that He has liberty in our lives.

U.P.      It has been mentioned that we should pray more to the Holy Spirit.  Do we need to have a greater appreciation of the person of the Holy Spirit?   We need to know the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, and know the Father, but then, how much do we know about the Holy Spirit?

N.C.McK.      So that at the beginning of the Acts, after Jesus ascended, the first believers were ten days without the Holy Spirit, but when the Spirit came, it was the most momentous matter.  Peter speaks in his preaching of how God would send of His own Spirit.  It is as if God says, I have my own Spirit and I will give you of Him.

U.P.      He is not an influence, He is God Himself.

J.A.B.      And so He has all the power of God.  The Holy Spirit has taken a relatively lowly place, but He has all the power of God to operate in our hearts.  We need the Holy Spirit!

N.C.McK.      He has the full authority of God.  In Acts 13 it says “the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul” (v.2); He acted with authority.  When the Lord was here, all His miracles took place by the Holy Spirit.  It is remarkable that in the Lord’s life, He used the power of the Holy Spirit.

J.A.B.      So the Spirit has feelings.  If we ignore what you are saying and just go on with the flesh, it makes the Spirit sad, but if we seek His help in the renewing of the mind each day, then He is pleased to help us.

N.C.McK.      And also, if we do not allow room for the Spirit in us, then we will be made sad.  We need to be fully persuaded, as Paul was, that God is towards us, that He loves us, and that we should be absolutely free in His presence.

G.T.M.      Would the waters of Marah in Exodus 15 and the springs of Elim have some bearing on this.  The children of Israel had journeyed for three days after they were delivered from Egypt and they found the waters of Marah bitter at first.  Jehovah did not immediately take them to Elim.  They would not have appreciated Elim if they had not tasted the bitter waters of Marah and found them made sweet.

N.C.McK.      That is a helpful suggestion.  They had been through the Red Sea, but then when the people of Israel tasted the bitterness of what was there at Marah, Moses showed them that the answer to that was in the wood, typically in Christ.  That is a very early exercise in believers’ histories, to find that things here are not to our taste or to our liking, but that Christ has met matters for us.

G.T.M.      Do we get an appreciation of the Spirit at Elim?

N.C.McK.      Yes, in the springs of water.  They speak of the way in which we can enjoy these things and be refreshed together.  What we are speaking of are kingdom truths.  We prove these things in an individual way which then helps us, as we get in chapter 12, to come into the company in a right way and to enjoy the company, because we have all been exercised the same way.

D.McL.      Is there a sense in which being conformed to this world is allowing the serpent’s bite to work, whereas being transformed by the renewing of our minds is really allowing the Spirit to work as the antidote.  The serpent has bitten us, we cannot undo that, but what God brings in is the antidote, the cure for the serpent’s bite.  Would that be the transformation? 

N.C.McK.      So if we walk according to the flesh, we will be conformed to the world, but if we walk according to the Spirit, our minds will be transformed.  We will begin to think about things in a totally different way.  The Spirit leads in Romans 8; we live by the Spirit, then He leads us to God.  There is a direction in which the Spirit is going, and if we are in communion with Him, He will lead us in a right path.

D.McL.      Transformation is a complete change.  It is a natural illustration, but when a caterpillar changes into a butterfly, it is something completely different.  That is really the Spirit’s work.

Pa. v.d. B.      So we get more than an antidote for the serpent’s bite.  It is not that the old is made better.  It is new creation.

N.C.McK.      Especially when we are younger, we tend to take up things in a legal way, but there is no other influence that can do this work other than the love of divine Persons through the Holy Spirit.  So Paul used that lever, “by the compassions of God”.  It would be good to let that sink in, that the love of God is entirely towards us to enable us to get help in this.

W.B.      The first thing that Paul did after his conversion was that he prayed.  We can pray at any time.

N.C.McK.      That is very fine.  In those ten days when the Lord was absent and had gone into glory, the disciples did not have the Holy Spirit, but they had faith and they had prayer.  They had a link with God, but the Spirit makes that so much more vital and real, do you think?

W.B.      They were all together.

N.C.McK.      Yes, the one hundred and twenty were all together in the upper room.  The names are given and added to them, “and Mary the mother of Jesus”, Acts 1:14.  She had known Him since His birth, she had known things about the Lord Jesus that others did not know, and she could contribute to that company.  This would involve that everyone in the company contributes to the company, do you think?

R.M.B.      Why is it our bodies that we are to present?

N.C.McK.      We often say that it is what the believer has available, but I wonder if, in regard to chapter 8 and what comes in earlier too, it involves the full working out of deliverance in its fulness.  Chapter 6 refers to the members of our body, our hands and our feet and our minds, but here it is a complete body, as if the whole believer is completely delivered to be for God.

R.M.B.      When we were in bondage to the power of sin, our bodies were the vehicles for doing our own wills.  Would that be why we need deliverance, and it makes it very personal.  The believer is to take possession of his own body and present it to God as a living sacrifice.

N.C.McK.      That is a very fine way of putting it.  There is no victory for God unless that is the case.

J.A.B.      This can be very simple – what do we do with ourselves?  Would we rather come to a meeting, or do something else?  I find this very testing, because the urge is still there to please myself.

N.C.McK.      So our responsible lives are mainly a question of the decisions we make.  When it comes to a question like that, do we pray to the Spirit and ask Him to judge what is right and wrong, and to have a desire to do what is right.

J.A.B.      You have been bringing before us the teaching of deliverance, and it is a practical matter.  Do we really think that God’s will is perfect?  As we allow the Spirit to work, we begin to want to do what God desires, and not just because we know that we should.

N.C.McK.      I think so.  To get into the divine presence, to maintain communion, is a great stimulation and help to do what pleases God.  In our experience, it can be a very sore and difficult matter, and sometimes protracted.  However, the love of God lies behind it and it is important to finish with a sense of how divine love would have us not in bondage, but in liberty.  God will not have us in bondage; He wants us to be in liberty.
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Scripture references

Romans 7:24-25 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8:1-10 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness.

Romans 12:1-3 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

John 8:36 (JND) [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free.

Romans 13:9 (JND) [9] For, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not lust; and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Acts 1:14 (JND) [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.



CHASTENING


It is Thy hand, my God!

 My sorrow comes from Thee:

I bow beneath Thy chast’ning rod;

 ‘Tis love that bruises me.

I would not murmur, Lord:

 Before Thee I am dumb;

Lest I should breathe one murmuring word,

 To Thee for help I come.

My God – Thy name is love

 A Father’s hand is Thine;

With tearful eyes I look above,

   And cry “Thy will be mine!”

I know Thy will is right,

   Though it may seem severe;

Thy path is still unsullied light,

   Though dark it oft appear.

Jesus for me hath died;

   Thy Son Thou didst not spare:

His pierced hands, His bleeding side,

   Thy love for me declare.

Here my poor heart can rest;

   My God, it cleaves to Thee:

Thy will is love, Thine end is blest;

   All work for good to me.

From ‘Hymns and Sacred Poems’, 1889, J.G. Deck
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