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THE SUPPLY OF THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST


1 Samuel 25:18-35;  2 Samuel 19:24-30;  Acts 7:54-60;

2 Corinthians 12:15

In 1936, there were three-day meetings in this city with Mr James Taylor entitled ‘The Supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ’.  I do not intend to go over what was said then, but I commend that ministry to you to read1.  I have read these scriptures about persons who are examples to us of those who had the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, despite the difficult times described in these passages.

David was a man who had often showed that spirit before, particularly in times of adversity.  Twice he could have killed Saul, but he did not; he had respect for the anointing.  But I would like to start with Abigail and to refer to the verses before those we read so that we get the setting.  David, it would appear, had taken care of Nabal’s interest in the wilderness, and he had politely asked Nabal for food for his men.  Nabal was rude and it had set off a spirit of vengeance in David, so that very quickly a crisis had arisen.  If I might refer to Mr Taylor’s ministry again, he gave an interesting address using this chapter on how crises are met2.  There was a young man of the household of Nabal who had quickly seen the urgency of the situation, and he had gone to Abigail because he knew that Nabal was such a son of Belial that no-one could speak to him (v.17).  Abigail immediately acted.  She brought in a supply of the food that David had asked for, “two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses”.  She set off to meet this crisis, and she met David.  Abigail came down by the covert of the hill, while David and his men came down on the other side, and they met at the bottom, suggesting a lowly spirit.  We see that spirit in Abigail, in type the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

David had said, “So and more also do God to the enemies of David, if I leave of all that is his by the morning light any male”.  David fell from his usual high level here, and if he had carried out his plan, the young man who had brought the report to Abigail, and had the same judgment of Nabal as David had, would have been slain.  The first thing she did was “she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground”.  Was that not a humble attitude?  It was an attitude that was necessary to meet the crisis of the moment, and then she said, “Upon me, my lord, upon me let the iniquity be”.  She took responsibility for the matter.  You may remember a difficult time when Joseph was seeking to be reconciled to his brethren, but there was no progress made until Judah came forward and took responsibility.  That is what Abigail did here; she took responsibility even though she was not personally responsible.

I speak feelingly, beloved brethren.  I think we should be humbled by the present state of things, and the more we feel it, the more we will provide a basis for the Lord to move in deliverance.  But then Abigail said, “but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid”.  She had a message, and the first thing it brought out was that Abigail, despite being the wife of Nabal, had the same judgment as David about Nabal.  “Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him”.  The meaning of his name is ‘fool’, ‘ungodly’, ‘impious’.  Then she put suggestions into David’s mind, “seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed”.  You might say that the narrative shows that he had anything but that in his mind, but she said this about Jehovah restraining David from coming with bloodshed “and from avenging thyself with thine own hand”.  David had learned in his history that God could deal with his enemies.  God Himself removed Saul, and as the narrative goes on later in the chapter, He also removed Nabal.  So we can safely commit things into the hands of God.  David did not need to come with vengeance; God dealt with Nabal.

So Abigail brought this food, and she said, “I pray thee, forgive the transgression of thy handmaid”.  What grace that was!  She was not personally responsible for Nabal’s transgression, but she took it on herself.  I think this attitude provided the basis on which God could come in.  She reminded David that “if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling”.  She reminded David that God could deal with his enemies.  She had a right judgment about David as well as a right judgment about Nabal, for she went on to speak about how David would be appointed as a ruler over Israel.  But she was concerned that in taking up his kingship, there should be “no stumbling-block to thee, nor offence of heart for my lord, either that thou hast shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself”.  That would have been a blot on David’s testimony.  Abigail prevented it; in type, she prevented it by showing the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

So David said, “blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand”.  It had the desired effect.  Abigail has been referred to as the ‘church militant’3.  Our weapons are not carnal. “I … entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor.10:1); that has been referred to as Paul’s militant ministry4.  It was effective in removing those who reigned as kings at Corinth, but it was not done with carnal weapons.  Again, I feel tested by it.  “So David received of her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, Go up in peace to thy house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and accepted thy person”.  That is the way in which this crisis was met, in principle by the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

In 2 Samuel we have a different set of circumstances; we have Mephibosheth.  We know his history.  David, showing the Spirit of Christ, had said, “Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him?” (2 Sam.9:3), and he showed it to Mephibosheth.  He brought him in to have a place at his table.  The verses I read bring out that Mephibosheth never forgot the grace that had reached him through David and, beloved brethren, let us not forget it either.  Paul did not forget about divine grace; it had an effect upon his spirit for the rest of his life.  This was just after the time of Absalom’s rebellion.  Absalom had stolen the hearts of the people.  He had usurped the place that David had; in principle he usurped the place that Christ should have.  David had received a report in relation to Mephibosheth from Ziba, and he had accepted that report without two or three witnesses.  It greatly wounded David in his behaviour in this chapter, but what I want to bring out is the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ seen in type in Mephibosheth in such circumstances.  These were very adverse circumstances.  It was not easy for Mephibosheth, but he was prepared to be misunderstood.  David was not at his brightest in this chapter.  Mephibosheth said, “For all my father’s house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table”.  He did not deserve anything; he was of the household of Saul who had been inveterately opposed to David, but Mephibosheth never forgot the grace that David in a brighter day had previously shown to him.  He says, “What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king?”.  But David did not seem to recover here; “the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters?  I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land”.

I read the last verse because it is very affecting.  Mephibosheth was in a very testing circumstance, and you might wonder, What is this going to bring out?  What it brought out was the principle of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  Mephibosheth said to the king about Ziba, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”.  He was prepared to let personal considerations go.  They were of no importance to him.  What was important to him was, typically, the place that Christ should have; all that mattered to him was that David was back in his place.  Would not Mephibosheth be an asset in any local assembly?  I am challenged in my own heart about whether I am like that, whether all that matters in my local assembly is that Christ has the supreme place.  That is all that mattered for Mephibosheth.  He rose above everything; he rose above being misunderstood, he rose above being slandered.  This brings out the place that Christ typically had in Mephibosheth’s heart.  May He have that place in all our hearts also!

In Acts, again in very difficult circumstances, we see in Stephen the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  The last verse of chapter 6 says, “all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as the face of an angel”.  Here we have a heavenly testimony in Stephen at the time of his greatest suffering.  Stephen had a very intimate knowledge of the history of the children of Israel.  He went over it in detail in his address to these Jews.  I wonder whether you or I have sufficient knowledge of what has entered into the wars of the Lord, things that have come in in relation to the recovery of the truth, and the conflicts that have been involved.  Young brother and young sister, make yourself acquainted with it.  There is a book called ‘The Recovery and Maintenance of the Truth’.  See if you can get hold of a copy of it, and read it.  The Jews listened to Stephen going over their history, and he was faithful; he brought it up to date.  The testimony in God’s view is the present testimony.  Stephen said, “O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, ye also” (v.51); he brought it right up to date.  He brought it to them in convicting power, but sadly, it was rejected.  “And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him”, and from this point on, the Lord turned away from Israel and turned to the Gentiles.  Saul, who was going to become the apostle of the Gentiles, was present at this time.  They “laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul”.

All the support of heaven was available to Stephen at the time of his martyrdom.  He looked up into heaven; heaven would be opened to such a person.  It does not say that there was any cloud there; he looked right in with the eyes of faith, and “he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God”.  Jesus was now in a position of power and authority at the right hand of God, and all the resources of heaven were available to Stephen at this critical time.  “I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God”.  The Son of man is a very wide thought, it is an indication that God was going to reach out to the Gentiles.  In the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of man, everyone on this earth has a claim on Him, and He has a claim on you.  Stephen had a claim on Him and he drew on the resources that were in Jesus, but the Jews went ahead and “having cast him out of the city, they stoned him.  And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul”.  In chapter 26, in the account of his conversion before Agrippa, Paul said that he had been told by Jesus that it was hard for him to kick against goads (v.14), as if there had been something reached in his conscience as to the heavenly testimony of Stephen and his faithfulness.  Paul later referred to him as “thy witness Stephen”, Acts 22:20.  No doubt he could not get from his mind the angelic face of Stephen, the heavenly character of it.  So “they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”.  The spirit of Stephen was like the spirit of his Master.  There was the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ; “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”.  It reminds you of the language of Jesus on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  Stephen went out in the spirit of his Master; “And having said this, he fell asleep”, fell asleep through Jesus.  What a sweet thing that was; what a testimony!  I have been affected by these young Christians who were killed in Kenya recently, and as they were killed the language on their lips was ‘Jesus is Lord’.  What a testimony that was.  How heaven must have been pleased with that testimony.  It was the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

I refer lastly to Paul.  He had been with the Corinthians for eighteen months.  Despite all that they had received in the way of Christian teaching from Paul, they did not always appreciate him.  The chapter that we read from shows that they harboured persons in Corinth who were opposed to the apostle, and yet they owed everything to Paul in the way of Christian teaching.  It must have been a test to Paul, but it did not divert him from his affections for them.  Indeed, when he saw that their thoughts had been corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ (2 Cor.11:3), he sought to present them as a chaste virgin to Christ.  Paul’s jealousy for them was of one who was priestly seeing their affections being diverted to someone other than Christ.  Then Paul wrote, “Now I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved”.  What a thing that was for him to say!  Is it not a test?  Even in natural things, it is painful if love is not reciprocated.  Paul’s love was not reciprocated at times, but he was determined that he would nevertheless spend himself in his affections for the Corinthians, even if it meant that he was less loved.

These things are very challenging, and I am conscious that if I speak in this way, I am sure to be tested by it.  But in closing I would just say this, that there will be conflict to the end.  The enemy knows that his time is short and he is redoubling his efforts to destroy any assembly response to the heart of Christ.  If you and I are to effectively have our part in the wars of the Lord, one very important part of your armoury and mine is the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  These chapters bring out that there is moral power in it.  It is not carnal; there is power in this supply.  I desire that these few words might stimulate us to be developed in the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  May He bless the word.

Address at Glasgow

25 April 2015

D.J. Wright

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 25:18-35 (JND) [18] And Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched [corn], and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses. [19] And she said to her young men, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she did not tell her husband Nabal. [20] And as she was riding on the ass, and coming down by the covert of the hill, behold, David and his men came down opposite to her; and she met them. [21] Now David had said, Surely, in vain have I kept all that this [man] had in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that was his; and he has requited me evil for good. [22] So and more also do God to the enemies of David, if I leave of all that is his by the morning light any male. [23] And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, [24] and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, [upon] me let the iniquity be; but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid. [25] Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him; and I thy handmaid did not see the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. [26] And now, my lord, [as] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. [27] And now this blessing which thy bondmaid has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men that follow my lord. [28] I pray thee, forgive the transgression of thy handmaid: for Jehovah will certainly make my lord a lasting house; because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days. [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling. …

2 Samuel 19:24-30 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace. [25] And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king, the king said to him, Why didst thou not go with me, Mephibosheth? [26] And he said, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I will saddle me the ass, and ride thereon, and go with the king; for thy servant is lame. [27] And he has slandered thy servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God; do therefore what is good in thy sight. [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king? [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.

Acts 7:54-60 (JND) [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

2 Samuel 9:3 (JND) [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet.

Acts 22:20 (JND) [20] and when the blood of thy witness Stephen was shed, I also myself was standing by and consenting, and kept the clothes of them who killed him.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

2 Corinthians 11:3 (JND) [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.



REDEEMING THE TIME


Malachi 3:16;  Ephesians 5:15-21

I felt tested by these scriptures as they came to me, beloved brethren, and I feel tested in saying something as to them, but I thought a word of encouragement would be a help for all of us.  It is a wonderful thing that God has given to us those with whom we can walk and enjoy happy times together.  But I was especially impressed in these scriptures that everything is related to Jehovah, everything is related to Christ.  It is not about enjoying what is natural, because men in the world can enjoy what is natural.  What I was impressed with is what is here in the saints, what is in each one of us for the glory of divine Persons.  

This verse in Malachi came to me because it begins with the way in which “they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another”.  Beloved brethren, I feel tested by this in the times in which we are.  I feel the need to be able to speak together.  Are we able to communicate with one another?  Are we able to share with one another?  And then, what do we talk about?  Are we speaking about the One who is so precious to us and are we sharing the things that belong to Him, or are we talking about the things that belong to us?  I do not want to be misunderstood or to be critical; rather what I would like to do is to bring before us what this scripture brings out.  Malachi is so helpful in that way.  We know that this refers to the remnant time, and it comes very close to us in the days in which we are, the closing days when things are in ruin and there is much departure and sorrow and sadness.  The Lord Jesus knows all about it, He is able for that.  He would say to me ‘Will you go on, will you commit yourself?  Will you take things on yourself?’.  Or will I be complacent and say ‘It is not up to me to fix this problem, I just have to make the best of it’.  Beloved, we have to get to the Spirit who has been given to us to overcome that kind of thinking.  I trust that, by the Spirit, each one of us would go in for the things of Christ, and realise that the world itself is opposed to Christ and always has been and that is why He died to the world.  How important it is to get that into our souls and into our affections – to consider that the Lord Jesus is not part of this world but that He has died to it, He has died out of it.  He has established another world that we might have part in.  That is what these persons in Malachi’s time were speaking about.  There was no doubt that the departure would have been prominent in their minds.  They would have felt it; in principle they would feel it in relation to Christ.

So it says here, “and Jehovah observed it”.  They were speaking together, and how wonderful it is that we can have these times together.  But what about when we are together in our homes, what about when we meet one another?  Is it not a privilege to be able to speak about Christ?  I find it very attractive when a brother comes up to me and speaks about Christ.  No matter what is going on during the day, you cannot help but be lifted up in your soul because it lifts your vision and your outlook above the world.  It says that “Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written”.  It is not a book of honour, it is a book of remembrance.  Think of Jehovah taking account of every movement.  Do we recognise that and do we treasure it?  The God who has purchased us with the blood of His own has a book of remembrance and He takes account of what we do.

I felt that these verses in Ephesians tied in with the section in Malachi.  The apostle begins by writing “See therefore how ye walk carefully, not as unwise but as wise, redeeming the time”.  There is much that is unwise, and I do not think that we have to go very far to know what that is.  What a privilege it is to be a part of what is wise, so that we might redeem the time.  When I have time on my own, or to speak with the brethren, what do I find myself speaking about?  Is it things that are unwise or is it things that are wise?  I say that as an encouragement to the brethren, because it is a privilege to treasure what God has given us in His Son, and what He has given us in the saints.  What does it mean, redeeming the time?  We often say how fast the time goes, and those of us who are a little older can say that in a greater way; it seems as if the time goes faster as you get older.  So what are we doing to redeem the time?  What are we doing to treasure it?  I can tell you, dear young person, and every older brother would agree with me, that the habits that you form when you are younger will remain with you when you are older.  There is much to distract our attention and rob us of our time, but reading the word of God, praying and meditating on these things – as we make these things our own, as we treasure them and they form us, we will have a greater appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Is that not really what God is seeking?  He is seeking honour for His Son, and a response for Himself.  God would appeal to us about the way in which we redeem the time and move in a way that is wise.

Then Paul goes on to say “because the days are evil”.  The older brothers and sisters here realise that the days are evil.   The judgment of the world is still the same in relation the Lord Jesus, and it is still the same in my own heart if it is not judged.  “Away with this man” (Luke 23:18); “We will not that this man should reign over us”, Luke 19:14.  What an attitude to have!  But I am especially concerned that if I do not continue speaking to one and another “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”, it leads to my considering only for myself and then I will be part of the days that are evil.  I would not want that for myself or for anyone here.  I trust that we are encouraged in what is here, and that we turn to Him who is wisdom.

I especially enjoyed that section, “but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your hearts to the Lord; giving thanks at all times for all things”.  It is as though the apostle cannot help himself, it is an overflow.  He starts thinking about the dear brethren and the things that they can have part in together in relation to divine counsel and purpose, and he just overflows and continues “for all things to him who is God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Then he says “submitting yourselves to one another”.  I find that a challenge.  I think it is what took place where we read in Malachi in speaking often one to another.  Am I willing to listen, to submit myself to a brother because I want to see the work of Christ coming out in him?  Do I allow time for that, or am I so occupied with my own enjoyment – and it may even be my own enjoyment of Christ – that I do not allow for that?  I think that submitting to one another would allow for that, and so the work of Christ is able to shine forth.  How wonderful that we can appreciate what is in one another “in the fear of Christ”.  Christ is always the Standard.  It is wonderful when I can take account of that in my brother and submit to him.  I recognise that Christ is the Standard, and I see Christ in the saints.

May these few words be an encouragement to us as we consider the wonderful privilege of enjoying fellowship together.  But let us not forget what this fellowship is about.  It is Christ who is the common bond amongst us.  May we appreciate that and go in for it, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen ID

29 April 2015

D. Klassen

 


Scripture references

Malachi 3:16 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.

Ephesians 5:15-21 (JND) [15] See therefore how ye walk carefully, not as unwise but as wise, [16] redeeming the time, because the days are evil. [17] For this reason be not foolish, but understanding what [is] the will of the Lord. [18] And be not drunk with wine, in which is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, [19] speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord; [20] giving thanks at all times for all things to him [who is] God and [the] Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] submitting yourselves to one another in [the] fear of Christ.

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.



THE FEELINGS OF CHRIST


John 11:35

This very simple verse, “Jesus wept”, came to mind as we were sitting at the beginning of our meeting before our brother read that verse in Ephesians, “See therefore how ye walk carefully”, Eph.5:15.  The simple impression that one has is to do with divine feelings, especially of the feelings of Christ.  We often are very concerned about the feelings of one another, and we should be, but what about the feelings of Christ?  In this particular portion, after it says that “Jesus wept”, it says “The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him!”  This was at the death of Lazarus; it is true that the Lord Jesus was very much affected by it.  But not only was He affected by the death of Lazarus, He was affected by the conditions that brought about his death.  Sin has brought in death, sin has caused sorrow, pain, suffering and darkness.  How affecting it is to consider in this simple verse the way that it affected our Lord and Saviour.

Are we affected in the same way by what we may touch in this scene, things which sin has brought in and are contrary to the mind and heart of God, to the very nature of a God who is love?  That is the exercise that one has.  It is true that we could never be affected to the extent that the Lord was affected by what sin brought in, because He was here as a perfect, holy Man.  We can take the opportunity at this time to express our thankfulness to God that He brought in the Lord Jesus, that such a One has taken up our cause, taken upon Himself what was due to us because of what sin had brought in.  How wonderful it is to rejoice together.  I trust that each one is deeply affected to consider that everything which was contrary to God has been addressed, has been taken on, by the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has done so for you.

So the thought that came before me is, if these things so deeply affect Christ, how should they affect me?  I am thinking of our brother’s exercise, “See therefore how ye walk carefully”.  I wonder if it is helpful to apply the thought of divine feelings in relation to my walk.  I trust it may be encouraging as we consider for one another in that way.  We are so often concerned with the feelings of one another, or about what the world might think, what those at school might think, what those at work might think.  But what does the Lord think?  How does it affect Him?  We so often take things up on the basis of what is right, and it is good to do what is right, but may we be preserved from simply taking things up on the basis of what is right simply because it is right.  May it be that we are affected by what is for God, by what affects the feelings of divine Persons.  Dearly beloved, consider the scene that is before us in this scripture, that “Jesus wept”; the divine feelings that were coming out from the heart of a blessed, perfect, holy Man because of all that was around Him.  I trust that we too might feel these things that are contrary to God, and that what we do might be characterised by consideration for what is for the heart of Christ.  Our movements, what we occupy ourselves with as our brother mentioned in his word, should be on the basis of what it means to the heart of Christ.  Our relationships with one another should be on the basis of what is for the heart of Christ.  The way that I treat you, the way that you treat me, our desire to go on for one another and with one another; the basis of all of that should be what it means to the heart of Christ.

The simplicity of that eliminates many things that come in amongst us which are so petty.  How affecting it is to consider the One who gave His all for you, One who held nothing back, One who emptied Himself.  He loves you and me in such a way, to such an extent.  What depths He went into, dearly beloved, that He might secure you.  May it be that not only would I consider what He went through for me, but as I look upon each brother and sister here in this room, indeed every true lover of Christ who has been bought by His precious blood, I might see them in that way, as those who are loved by Christ, the One who has given His all.  The apostle Paul saw this at the time of his conversion, when he was arrested on his way by a light out of heaven.  There was a voice saying “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9:4.  Dearly beloved, that was the expression of the feelings of Christ in relation to His own.  Saul was persecuting the assembly, he was persecuting the church and Christ felt that deeply.  “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?  And he said, Who art thou, Lord?  And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”.  These things are very affecting to consider.

My simple impression is that as we walk in this scene through the everyday activities of life, and expressly in the way in which we move with one another, we might consider how we take things up, and that it might be in the spirit of wanting to bring in what is pleasurable to Christ.  We should consider how much all that we do, and especially the way that we go on with one another, means to His heart, the way that it affects Him.  Our brother mentioned the privilege that we have of being together, and the basis of our conversation and the use of our time being related to that blessed Man, the Standard.  Christ is the Standard!

May it be that our relationships with one another might be more characterised by what is for the heart of Christ, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen ID

29 April 2015

S. Selman

 


Scripture references

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

Ephesians 5:15 (JND) [15] See therefore how ye walk carefully, not as unwise but as wise,

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?



DIVINE SPEAKING AND DIVINE MOVEMENT


Romans 11:2 (from ‘Know’) -4;  Numbers 10:29-36;  John 6:53-63,66-69;  Acts 19:7-10

I desire, dear brethren, with the help of the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit, to speak of divine speaking and divine movement.  We are in a critical day.  The enemy is very busy and we know that in our spirits, in our hearts.  The Lord Jesus would have us to listen to His voice and to move forward.  He would speak to us individually and speak to us collectively, that we may move forward with Him.  It is His testimony.  We may ask, Is it all going to go to pieces?  No it will not, because it is His testimony, and He will see it through until He comes.  We can have confidence in Him.  We may ask, Is the Lord Jesus with us?  That is a good question.  We may have many questions at the present time as to how current exercises affect me, how they affect brethren, affect one another.  But a better question is, Am I with Him?

I read of two men who were used distinctively by God.  They were honoured as being with the Lord Jesus on the mountain of transfiguration, conversing with Him about how He was going to depart out of this world.  We read of how their faith, great men as they were, faltered a little.  God had used Elijah distinctively, He had used his faithfulness; God had used him to bring down fire from heaven upon the offering on the altar (1 Kings 18:38).  But then the faith of Elijah, or Elias as he is spoken of here, falters, and he resorts to his own strength, and that fails him.  If we resort to our own strength, that will fail.  What happens is that poor Elijah gives up in the face of the onslaught of the wicked woman Jezebel who had threatened that in twenty four hours he would die.  So he ran away.  He journeyed into the wilderness; he gave up, he lay down to die.  But God in His gentleness recovered him, restored him.  There was a cake there on hot stones and it revived him.  How good God is when our faith might falter and how He reassures us about what He is doing.  And so Elijah complained twice about the state of things, understandably from his point of view.  But he related everything to himself, to his own feelings, and he thought everything depended upon him.  What was the divine answer?  The Lord would give an answer to every question we have in this hall today!  He would give you the answer; the answer is in His heart.  What is He doing?  He has in mind that we should be encouraged, dear brethren, that we should move forward.

We need to judge ourselves, coming to a conclusion that “in my flesh, good does not dwell” (Rom.7:18); that I am a poor feeble person in my own flesh, which cannot please God. But then we come round to God’s way of thinking and we see what God is doing.  What He is doing amongst His saints.  It is very heartening to see that adjustment comes in to bring the people of God round to His own way.  What does He say?  “I have left to myself” – it is God who has done it, and for Himself – “seven thousand men, who have not bowed knee to Baal”.  Seven thousand!  What a good number that is!  Think of how everyone is valued.  Think of how God is working.  The Lord would rally His saints to what is right for Himself according to the honour that is due to His name, that we should no longer bow the knee to what is idolatrous, what is on the wrong line, but that we might be rallied to the mind of the Lord Jesus, the mind of God.  How we would be helped individually.  Is there anyone here feeling disheartened?  Is anyone feeling like giving up, anyone feeling that the testimony is over, anyone feeling that, No, I cannot go on.  What is the divine answer?  The Lord would speak to you, He would speak to me, appeal to us, show you what He is doing in the hearts of His people.

I read from Numbers because there you see what God was doing collectively.  Moses had been used distinctively, but here we see that his faith faltered a little.  His faith for the wilderness journey faltered a little and he turned to his father-in-law.  It says of him that he was a Midianite.  What is Midianitish, that is what is close to us naturally, our relatives, may be a snare, they may lead us in the wrong direction.  Moses was influenced by that and he said “thou wilt be to us for eyes”.  Before that we see that Hobab said “I will not go; but to mine own land, and to my kindred will I go”.  Hobab had no desire for the land, he had no desire to move forward, therefore how could he have eyes to lead others forward?  What happens?  What happens is that God comes into the matter despite Moses’ failure, despite Moses lack of faith.  At this point God comes in and it says that “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them”.  It is a wonderful thing when, despite my faltering, despite my doubts as to whether we are going to get through the arduous journey, the difficulties of the way, we find that “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them”.  The Lord will do that.  Think of Him in the way that He would lead us according to His own direction, lead us on in His own attractiveness.  Everything for God and His relationships with His people depended on the ark of the covenant of Jehovah.  How great and how glorious the ark was!  It led the way through the Jordan, and the people followed through.  Here we see that the ark gave the answer to Moses’ doubts.

As the Lord comes into a matter and He moves, how important it is to follow Him. Where is He going?  Where is He leading?  It is three days’ journey.  One who has taught us has spoken of that three days’ journey being like Romans, Colossians and Ephesians.  There is an objective in the Lord’s heart that we should arrive at the full grown man, that we should arrive at our place in the heavenlies together.  That is the truth of the assembly.  So it says of the ark that it “went before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a resting-place for them”.  Are we prepared to follow the ark, are we prepared to follow the Lord Jesus together?  To hear His voice and to see that He takes over when we have faltered, when we have failed in our responsibility and let the Lord down.  We see in His grace, in His authority, in His love for His saints, that He will lead in the way forward.  Are we prepared to follow Him?  How attractive He is!  And so we see how the ark goes through in its majestic power.  Moses says “Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered”.  Think of how the ark went through; nothing could resist it, nothing could oppose it.  There the ark was going through Jordan, and all the people had to do was to follow.  The difficulties melt away as you see that the Lord is in a matter, and He goes forward.  Then it says “when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel”.  It is God having His place among His people, God resting in the wonderful joy of reconciliation which is for Himself.  Think of how all that is for God’s own pleasure, God’s own rest.

I read from John’s gospel because here we have the Lord speaking.  He was speaking to the people generally; some received it and some did not.  How do I receive the words of the Lord Jesus, His present voice?  He said, “He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day”.  Many of them said “This word is hard”.  Is anyone here saying that the Lord’s word is hard?  Is anyone saying that the way is too hard?  The Lord would lead us into the secret of what it is to accept His death to what I find in myself.  We were speaking about the atoning value of the shedding of the blood of Jesus.  Not only has He died for my sins, not only was He crucified so that my sins should be forgiven, but He died to the world.  That is something that we have to feed upon and contemplate, think about, pray about.  That is what feeding upon Him is.  John 6 is of course not the Lord’s supper, but when we come to the Supper, we see the loaf and the cup, and they are separate.  That speaks of the death of the Lord Jesus; we are reminded of it each week.  He has died to the world and that is unacceptable to the flesh, so they said “This word is hard”.  It is too hard for the flesh, I do not like it.  I find in my fleshly way that my thoughts are opposed to what the Lord is saying in the word of the cross.  But then the test comes as to whether I am going to go on, whether I am going to accept what He says, and so a journey is about to commence through John’s gospel.  

John in his gospel describes wonderfully the way in which the Lord Jesus proceeds.  Jesus speaks in chapter 7 of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  He delivered the blind man, gave him his sight, and gave him sight of His own personal glories as Son of God.  Think of how He brought that man into the fold, into the flock, so that he found his part amongst those whom the Lord must bring into that place where He is the Centre, where He is the Shepherd.  Later in John’s gospel, we see how the Lord Jesus came into circumstances where death was and how He raised Lazarus.  The glory of God was seen in that.  Jesus came into that little company in Bethany where the sweetness of communion was known amongst those who truly loved Him and gave Him the first place.  In chapter 13, we have John’s account of how He served His disciples, washing their feet in the intimacy of His own personal service.  Think of how He reassured them in chapter 14.  Our place is assured that we may be with Him above in the Father’s house.  Then He introduces the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit to our hearts, the One who is the Comforter!  What an insight the disciples had, those who stood with Him and stayed the course, saw what there was in the intimacy of the Lord’s relationship with His Father in praying for them “that they may be one as we” (chap.17:11).  Then He went on to the garden, the “I am” coming to light and the opposers falling away backward (chap.18:6).  Then we see the Lord Jesus on the cross.  There were those who stood by the cross; there is true testimony in those who are prepared to stand by the cross of Jesus.  What did John see?  He writes in precious witness of the love of the Lord Jesus shining out at the cross as never before!  So we see in chapter 20 that on the other side of death, there was a company whose Centre was Jesus.  In the midst of that company was the Lord Jesus, the One who had come out of death.  He was longing that they should be known as His brethren on new ground, assembly ground, resurrection ground.  It is His view of His saints, His brethren.  Those who lasted the course, who stood with Him and went with Him, did not miss out on any of that.

But in this chapter, there were those who went back, and the Lord Jesus said “”Will ye also go away?  Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?”  Are any wanting to go away?  The will might be at work there.  It is not like Elijah exactly, but there might be those whose will it is that they would go away.  The Lord says, Will you?  “Will ye also go away?”  Simon Peter’s answer is “Lord, to whom shall we go?”  To go away might be the bent of my heart, what I might want to do, but what is Peter’s answer?  “Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”.  How important it is to be delivered and to go forward definitely.  It comes to knowing, in certainty in your own heart, the blessedness of the person of the Lord Jesus and the way in which He would have us go as following Him.

I read from Acts where we see another divine movement, a movement that was given through the apostle Paul.  We see that there was a turning point.  There have been many turning points in the history of the assembly.  We were speaking earlier about that great movement nearly two hundred years ago which was begun not by man but by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit acted in persons all over the world independent of one another.  He brought in a realisation that the Lord Jesus is the Bridegroom, and if He is the Bridegroom, then there must be a bride.  What was the answer to that?  It was divine speaking, divine movement.  There have been other movements through ministry that has been so valuable over these years.  Think of what it is to come to enjoy eternal life through the divinely appointed way – the kingdom, the new covenant, reconciliation and eternal life.  What it is to be recovered to the realisation of the greatness of the sonship of Christ.  What it is to see the glory of the movements of the Holy Spirit, and what led on from that, to recognise the Holy Spirit in the service of God.  These were divine movements, and the Lord would help us that we may see His moving to the point when He comes for us.  Are we ready?

In this scripture, there was a movement and it involved separation.  Someone was asking me the other day about the basis in scripture for emphasising separation.  Well, this is one!  It was the beginning of what was needed to reach the Lord’s objective.  The Lord’s word comes out here.  Separation was needed when some were hardened and disbelieved.  The Spirit would guide us into the way; “This is the way, walk ye in it”, Isa.30:21.  Are we becoming hardened, disbelieving, “speaking evil of the way before the multitude”?  What are we speaking of?  Who are we speaking to?  Paul left them and “separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus”.  That was a hard school.  No one is going to say that the Christian way is an easy one.  No one is going to say that you will not need discipline in your life, as you take up what is due to the Lord and His name.  But what you will find as you take that up is that you will be given divine support.  And so the “word of the Lord” came into it; “so that all that inhabited Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks”.  Jews and Greeks were united together into one body to form the assembly.  

We read of Paul’s objective in Ephesians 3 verse 18, “in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”.  That was Paul’s objective.  You may think that it was a hard way he took in Acts 19, that to separate the disciples was not a very Christian thing to do, but what was his objective?  Paul’s objective was that all should arrive.  The truth is for all, for every believer.  There is nothing sectarian about what Paul says in Ephesians; it is for all the saints.  Well, are we in the light of God’s thoughts in relation to the assembly?  Paul wrote “until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ”; Eph.4:13.  That is the divine objective!  The objective of divine movement is that we might come into the full appreciation of the glory of the Lord Jesus, of how His chief interest is the assembly and that she is His body.  He is the Head of the assembly and He is working through His influence, working in His glory, that there should be an answer to His own heart.

May the Lord help us, each one of us, for His name’s sake.

Address at Strood

5 September 2015

J.B. Ikin
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Scripture references

Romans 11:2 (JND) [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel?

Numbers 10:29-36 (JND) [29] And Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, We are journeying to the place of which Jehovah said, I will give it unto you: come with us, and we will do thee good; for Jehovah has spoken good concerning Israel. [30] And he said to him, I will not go; but to mine own land, and to my kindred will I go. [31] And he said, Leave me not, I pray thee, because thou knowest where we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou wilt be to us for eyes. [32] And it shall be, if thou come with us, that whatever good Jehovah doeth unto us, so will we do to thee. [33] And they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah [and went] three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting-place for them. [34] And the cloud of Jehovah was over them by day when they set forward out of the camp. [35] And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. [36] And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel.

John 6:53-69 (JND) [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day: [55] for my flesh is truly food and my blood is truly drink. [56] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him. [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me. [58] This is the bread which has come down out of heaven. Not as the fathers ate and died: he that eats this bread shall live for ever. [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life. [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. …

Acts 19:7-10 (JND) [7] And all the men were about twelve. [8] And entering into the synagogue, he spoke boldly during three months, reasoning and persuading [the things] concerning the kingdom of God. [9] But when some were hardened and disbelieved, speaking evil of the way before the multitude, he left them and separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. [10] And this took place for two years, so that all that inhabited Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

1 Kings 18:38 (JND) [38] And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Ephesians 3:18 (JND) [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;
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