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REBUILDING

W. Dickson 

1 Kings 18: 30–32; Nehemiah 4: 15–20; Daniel 9: 25; Amos 9: 11–15 

These scriptures all have reference to rebuilding—the rebuilding of the altar, the rebuilding of the wall, the rebuilding of the street and the moat, and the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David. The strict interpretation of the passages is that they are all preparatory to the incoming of Christ as King. A certain preparation will take place on the part of the remnant prior to the incoming of Christ as King. I would seek the help of the Spirit to apply these scriptures at the present time and would make a comment as to the difference between building and rebuilding. 

Building is God’s work by the Spirit. That never changes but goes on and has gone on progressively throughout the dispensation and is the fulfilment of the Lord’s word in Matthew 16, “on this rock I will build my assembly”. It is the divine work proceeding through the dispensation in the power of the Spirit and it is going on unhindered now. It cannot be interfered or tampered with and the eventual outcome of it will be that great vessel the assembly as she comes down out of heaven as built for God, by Christ and by the Spirit. 

But side by side with that there is what has come in through failure of man’s responsibility. 

We speak of the ruin of the church and that stems not from any breakdown in the divine workmanship but from man’s failure in the dispensation. For the sad evidence of that failure we have not far to seek. The breakdown has invaded even the choicest areas 

of the testimony. But, beloved brethren, we are not going to sit down and wring our hands! 

You might say, ‘Well, everything is lost’. That is what the devil would have us do. He would have us sit down and say, ‘Everything is in ruins and we just have to accept it’. But it was mentioned, I think, in prayer today that the Spirit of God would, in these closing days of our dispensation, give us fresh features of the truth. It is what we would look for through the service of the gifts, fresh features of the truth coming to the beloved saints, to cheer them and encourage them; but that only comes as there is a rebuilding of these things of which we have spoken. 

I would like to touch them briefly. First of all the rebuilding of the altar. This is a matter in which I can enlist the interest of our beloved younger brethren. The rebuilding of the altar is the establishment in the face of apostasy (which is the background of Elijah’s ministry) of this great truth, that every operation of God in blessing for men is founded on the death of Christ, on that great work which He accomplished at Calvary—that is the altar. The constant attack in Christendom is against that, against the efficacy of the work of Christ. In the colleges and the schools and in the writings of men every attempt is made to denigrate and weaken the value of the work of Jesus, the great basis that God has established for the blessing of souls. Elijah says in effect, ‘This has to be established’. It says he built the altar with twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, which would refer to the administration of the glad tidings at the present time. I think that the Lord is calling us back to that. His voice is very incessant, and that is as to a love for the gospel. God wants to see that altar rebuilt and established so that there would be an administration in the preaching 

of what God’s thoughts are in blessing. 

Dear young brethren, there is no greater service you could have than the gospel. You may think that if you had a gift for prophetic ministry or for teaching, that it would be something that would please the Lord better, but nothing pleases the heart of God more than a love for the gospel and a love for souls. It may be the time has come, beloved brethren, that the last genuine overture to men in the dispensation is committed to us. The final testimony to Christendom lies with those who are in the gain of the recovery of the truth, and the main bulwark in that recovery is the truth of the glad tidings. That altar must be rebuilt and maintained. Everything must be done to facilitate the proclamation of the gospel in our rooms and publicly, because without it there is not going to be the exaltation of Christ. When was the altar broken down? When the meeting rooms were closed against persons coming in to hear the preaching that was in effect a breaking down of the altar. But God says in these days, 

‘Rebuild the altar; proclaim the gospel; maintain the glory of Christ as the great Mediator, the great Redeemer, the great Saviour, the glorious Lord’. 

So in Nehemiah it is the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem. I am sure if I were to ask, ‘What does the wall mean?’ the answer I would get would be, ‘Separation’. Yes, beloved brethren, but what kind of separation? What was the motive behind the rebuilding of the wall? Nehemiah rebuilt it because it was the recognition on his part that Jerusalem was God’s chief interest. His centre on earth, and he wanted it protected and cared for so that it might be for the pleasure of God. So it says, “... and the other half of them held the spears, and the shields, and the bows, and the corselets; and the captains were behind all the 

house of Judah. They that built on the wall, and they that bore burdens, with those that loaded, wrought in the work with one hand, and with the other they held a weapon”. They held it. The character of the dispensation is that we are always on the alert for anything that attacks the rights of God. Its prime character is one of grace, but we have to be alert to the continual effort of the enemy to attack what is precious to Christ. “And the builders had every one his sword girded by his side, and built. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me”. 

Well, sometimes a trumpet sounds, but make sure it is the trumpet. It says, “If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself for war?”, 1 Corinthians 14: 8. I would press upon the brethren the need for a sensitive ear as to discerning where the sound of the trumpet comes from. The direction to blow the trumpet is to come from the Lord, for Nehemiah represents the Lord in this section. 

Let us be alert and have our ears trained so as not to think that every time we hear a trumpet it is the Lord that has given the word for it to be blown. The rebuilding of the wall has got to go on, and we have to avoid every possible distraction from that great work by not listening to what may divert us from protecting Jerusalem as the centre of divine interest, protecting the assembly. It says, “The work is great and extended”. We can indeed say that. It is part of the favour of our days that the Lord has granted us evidence of what is universal. We have brethren in Australia, the Americas, Scandinavia, all over the world, “the work is great and extended”, but the affections of the saints are such that they cover that extended area. There is no doubt about it we have a full-time job if we commit ourselves to that great work, the rebuilding of the wall. What is inside it? Every precious thought we have been considering 

during these two days together is inside that wall, and once it is broken down and the enemy gets an inroad, there is no saying what the Lord might yet have to bring upon us in discipline because of unfaithfulness to the trust committed to us. 

In Daniel we come to, “The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times”. 

That is the position today. We are in difficult days, as Paul speaks of them to Timothy (see 2 

Timothy 3: 1). Now are we rebuilding the street? The street speaks of brotherly confidence, brotherly conversation and brotherly movements. In Revelation it speaks of the street of the city (see Revelation 21: 21), and in Acts it says, “the street which is called Straight” (Acts 9: 11). One thing we must do in these days is to rebuild that street. There has been a weakening of confidence amongst the brethren, and if Christ is to come in by the Spirit in fresh features of the truth that street must be rebuilt. Its ruin was brought about because the enemy sought to destroy confidence and trust amongst the saints. We have to see to that in our localities. We have had “the street” here for these two days. To look at the faces of the brethren, to see them conversing with one another, shaking hands with one another, so pleased to see each other, these are conditions of eternal life. But three days together in Aberdeen is one thing, but to go back to our own localities and rebuild the street there is the great test. If we want more of Christ and the blessings of the world to come, if we want the glory of the Lord to shine in our localities, we have to rebuild that street. 

And “the moat”—if you look at these old castles you see a moat round them with a drawbridge and the moat is a last barricade against the attack of the enemy. They draw up the drawbridge and say, ‘They cannot get across now for the moat is 

surrounding the castle’. We need to rebuild the moat as well as the street, so that what the Lord has committed to us is protected. “The entrusted deposit” is a precious thing. The moat is the great protective idea, protecting the wealth of things that is established in the stronghold of Christianity. So let us rebuild the moat as well as the street, let us see to it that there is a protective spirit in all our hearts. You may say, ‘We have learnt such a lesson we will never go astray again!’ But the preventive against going astray is to see that the moat is rebuilt; the protective spirit is to be maintained amongst the brethren with regard to what is holy and precious. Let nothing be allowed to find an entrance amongst us, either by way of doctrine or practice, that is out of accord with the ministry that Paul has given us. 

In Amos it says, “In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David which is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof”. You see, as to that word “tabernacle” Mr. Darby has a note, either a ‘booth’ or a ‘hut’. It is not that glorious edifice which Solomon built, now in ruins, but the tabernacle of David—a booth, a hut, coming down just to where we are in these days; little companies of brethren, little meetings all over the world, meetings that once contained 50–150 brethren—now it is just a booth or a hut. Are we going to give up? We need to rebuild the booth and the hut. In our own local places there is a great field of labour for rebuilding the booth and the hut, for ensuring that there are conditions in which the service of God can be maintained in its purity and freshness. Maybe there are only two brothers in a place, or one brother and a sister, but you see the tabernacle of David, the service of God going on in power and freshness. 

Then it says, “and I will build it as in the days of old—that they may possess the remnant of Edom”. Edom was the brother, and we have a lot of brothers in Edom. Thank God there are indications amongst us in this very country that the remnant of Edom is being brought into the booth and the hut. We hear of young persons being attracted to the gatherings of the saints, the remnant of Edom, true believers, true Christians, persons who love the Lord. Yet they are not deterred by the fact that it is a booth or a hut. It is the remnant of Edom coming into blessing amongst us. What a wonderful time we are living in! We should thank God that we are privileged to live in a day like this, and have our little part in the rebuilding of things amongst God’s people for His pleasure. Then it says, “Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, when the ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed”; so there is no lack of anything—the reading meetings, the ministry meetings, fellowship meetings, three-day meetings, wealth and substance among the saints consequent upon the rebuilding of the booth and the hut. Men do not know how to deal with the surpluses, but in the assembly we do not need to conserve things in that way, for there is always a wealth, always a fulness, dependent on the presence of the Spirit among us. 

I made reference yesterday to the ministry, and on thinking about it I think the ministries are the storehouses in which things are conserved; the wealth is all there to be drawn upon for the strength and support of the saints. That brings out the wealth of things in our time, and it is all consequent upon the rebuilding. Let us devote ourselves to these things. Of course, we can never rebuild the church. I think it was Mr. Raven who said, ‘I dread brethren attempting to build again a miniature of the church’. We cannot do that, but what we can do is to rebuild positively what is for the pleasure of God in these features we have considered, and apply ourselves to the working out of them in our own localities. If we do that, Christ will come in, in His royal rights and glory, and we will see, we trust, times of prosperity again among the saints, perhaps not numerically but in conditions that will please the Lord. May we be encouraged in this, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen
8 September 1984




Scripture references

1 Kings 18:30-32 (JND) [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed;

Nehemiah 4:15-20 (JND) [15] And it came to pass that when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God had defeated their counsel, we returned all of us to the wall, every one to his work. [16] And from that time forth the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other half of them held the spears, and the shields, and the bows, and the corslets; and the captains were behind all the house of Judah. [17] They that built on the wall, and they that bore burdens, with those that loaded, wrought in the work with one hand, and with the other they held a weapon. [18] And the builders had every one his sword girded by his side, and built. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. [19] And I said to the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work is great and extended, and we are scattered upon the wall, one far from another: [20] in what place ye hear the sound of the trumpet, thither shall ye assemble to us; our God will fight for us.

Daniel 9:25 (JND) [25] Know therefore and understand: From the going forth of the word to restore and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks. The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times.

Amos 9:11-15 (JND) [11] In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David which is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: [12] that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the nations upon whom my name is called, saith Jehovah who doeth this. [13] Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, when the ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop new wine, and all the hills shall melt. [14] And I will turn again the captivity of my people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; and they shall make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. [15] And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be plucked up out of their land which I have given them, saith Jehovah thy God.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

1 Corinthians 14:8 (JND) [8] For also, if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself for war?

Revelation 21:21 (JND) [21] And the twelve gates, twelve pearls; each one of the gates, respectively, was of one pearl; and the street of the city pure gold, as transparent glass.

Acts 9:11 (JND) [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying,



SPEAKING





J. McKillop 

Jeremiah 1: 4–9, 17, 18; Psalm 48: 1–5; Galatians 2: 11; Acts 15: 13, 14 

I have read these scriptures to help in the development of what impressed me in this first chapter of Jeremiah. The book itself has engaged me for a little while on the matter of speaking. One can say he, too, at times has felt like a child, that he could not speak. Yet it is a reflection upon God if He has given one something and one does not speak. Whatever our excuses may be, we have to learn that in whatever circumstances, and whatever God has in mind in view of His people, we have to allow Him to give us what we should speak. Moses said, I am not eloquent, I am not able to speak, but God says, I am not restricted in my speaking; I have a reserve; I have your brother Aaron, I know that he can speak well. So I thought there was a link, beloved brethren, in the way in which we too have to learn to speak well. 

This was a critical time in the history of Judah and the kings. What I desire by the help of the Spirit is to state what my exercise is in relation to the present moment. Are we prepared to speak in relation to conditions that exist among us that the enemy would bring in, the attack of the enemy in the circumstances and in the localities in which we may be? I remember when I was afraid to speak when I should have spoken. But I think, as being before the Lord in a conscious sense, you are not dependent on your ability or your own wisdom. 

Well, I have had this exercise as to this scripture. Jeremiah, like most of us, said, “I am a child”. “But Jehovah said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to whomsoever I shall send thee”. The word is very plain in Scripture that in God’s dealings with His people, or against the enemy, He raises up men of ability and men of renown. Moses was a renowned man, and he was ready to carry things out in relation to the natural mind and the natural propensities that marked the Egyptian. So he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. That was not God’s way of having Moses carry out His will. As you know, Moses fled; but he was able to perform a service for the daughters at the well and he did a good service to them there. 

The father, Reuel, said, “Why then have ye left the man behind?”, Exodus 2: 20. Well, the point is that Moses was able for something; in a right way, according to the will of God, he watered the sheep. 

Now we come to Aaron, and he is a brother, and Jehovah knows him, and He knows each one of us. He knew Jeremiah before he was born; and He tells him that. He knows each one of us, our genealogy, our antecedents. He knows what we are and He has designed certain things for us. But he is able to make a man out of one like Jeremiah who was timid and, as we know, the prophet who wept. We may 

weep too. We should do it in private before God. If conditions are such that they affect us, let us weep in private in our closets, in our place where we are alone with God. The Lord says, 

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee”, Matthew 6: 6. We may pray with prayer and we may pray with weeping. The great point is to move in relation to what God has put in your heart. Well, He takes up Jeremiah here in view of this matter. But He says, “Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins”. That is the first instruction Paul gives in regard to the panoply of God, “Having girt about your loins with truth”, Ephesians 6: 14. That is a very important issue or principle with us at the present day, beloved, because at times inaccurate reports are circulated. We have to be on our guard and on the alert that our loins are girded with truth. The Lord speaks of Himself as the way, the truth, and the life. 

Now Jeremiah is told he is to be certain things. “I appoint thee this day as a strong city”, and I think it is beautifully set out in Psalm 48. The sons of Korah have come through a great and deep exercise and this is the expression which they have arrived at as to the greatness of God in “A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah”—“Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness”. This points to the assembly and our local positions. “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. God is known in her palaces as a high fortress”. What could be greater? What more could we want for preserving the principles in relation to the assembly as mentioned in this psalm? I am sure we could all say we are sons of Korah. We are sons who have experienced the mercy of God. 

But we have been brought into an impregnable position. Are we going to maintain it in relation to God and the principles in which we have been taught in the ministries that have opened up the truth of the assembly? These are things, brethren, which remind me of the time when Mr. Taylor said in Chicago, You have to learn to have the backbone of the ram. The ram, like the lion, turns aside from no one. The backbone of the ram is mentioned in the offerings (Leviticus 3: 9). These things are testing to us. 

Are we prepared to stand and, as issues come up, maintain the holiness that relates to the assembly and righteousness, faith, love and peace? So here we find a city and Jeremiah has to represent that. Am I prepared for it, maybe in a simple measure? God says, “I have put my words in thy mouth”, and He touched his mouth. I feel it is a critical time, dear brethren. It is a time for speaking according to what God has given us. We may say, Well, we must be gracious. Well, we want to be priestly. Grace reigns through righteousness. Let us get that into our souls and our foundations. 

The word is, “I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar”. I think you find that with Paul in relation to Peter. He withstood him to the face, standing against such a man as Peter, who was given the keys of the kingdom. This is what God appointed Paul to do in view of what was encroaching into the assembly, the effort of the enemy to introduce Judaism. 

And it is coming in in small ways and in different ways and principles. It is the little foxes that spoil the vines. We are to be aware of it. Solomon says, Let us take the little foxes. Let us take them and get rid of them. You have to be an iron pillar. And so you find that Peter is faced by 

Paul and it says he withstood him to the face. I think we need this matter of facing issues; not just speaking of them in the living room; that may be profitable at times, but let us speak to the persons and face them in regard to the issue if they are wrong. Paul withstood Peter to the face because he was to be blamed. Paul was made an iron pillar in regard to this issue, the introduction of Judaism and circumcision and eating with the nations and then going back and eating only with the Jews, vacillation, like a branch blown in the wind. Paul is given the power to meet this issue. I am sure, dear brethren, if we have Christ’s rights before us fully in regard to the assembly, we shall be prepared to meet the issues that bring in divisiveness among us and bring in difficulties and cause estrangement among the brethren. God is looking for someone to be an iron pillar to meet these diversions and attacks of the enemy. 

Paul meets it in Peter, the one the Lord chose to give him the keys of the kingdom, who opened up the door of the Gentiles by the bringing in of Cornelius. 

Then we find James coming in as a brazen wall in Acts 15. First Peter sets out that matter in Jerusalem before the whole assembly. It says, “And all the multitude kept silence and listened to Barnabas and Paul relating all the signs and wonders which God had wrought among the nations by them”. Then James answered saying, “Brethren, listen to me”. Here is a man in the power of what God has given him as a brazen wall. He is setting up a defence against any further encroachment of the divisiveness amongst the saints. You must have moral power and spiritual ability to stand up and say to the brethren, “Listen to me”. You cannot do it according to the first order of man or by what is natural or fleshly. He says, “Listen to me; Simon has related how God first visited to take out of the nations a people for his name”. The Lord was challenged as to the things that He said and He could say in absoluteness, “as the Father has taught me I speak these things”, John 8: 28. Furthermore, He said He was “altogether that which I also say to you”. So James here goes back to what Simon had related to them and the great result is that the brethren arrive at unity and oneness. They send the message out as to what had been arrived at, “To abstain from things sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what is strangled, and from fornication; keeping yourselves from which ye do well. Farewell”. 

Think of the finish of this matter, that everything related to the attack of the enemy is completely overthrown. I think James relates to the brazen wall because he brings silence into the exercise and the issue by the way in which he presented things to the brethren, and they were carried, and the brethren would have been in the matter. So they write the letter; the issue is settled. I feel myself, beloved brethren, that the more we are with God in secret the more we shall be able to speak from God in public. The Lord could say he was, “altogether that which I also say to you”. That is a wonderful example; He is the strong city; He is the iron pillar, and He is the brazen wall. He never yielded for one moment to the enemy in the carrying out of the will of God. He said, “the words which I speak are spirit and are life”. 

You think of those things that marked the Lord as amongst His disciples. He came to His own, and His own received Him not, but, “as many as received him to them gave he the right to be children of God”, John 1: 12. 

Think of the privilege and the blessedness of what we have been brought into despite our weakness and our failure as to things at times. We can rely upon the God who gave Jeremiah to be a strong city, an iron pillar, and a brazen wall. I just seek, beloved brethren, in presenting this, that it might be in the light of what God is going to be as with us and for us as we take on these matters, not in any fleshly way, not in any way of animosity. We all break bread in remembrance of the Lord on the first day of the week, the Lord’s day. How can I be in relation to my brethren if I have feelings against them? 

But let us take up the truth, as Jehovah said, I will put words in your mouth, I have touched your mouth, I have made you suitable, I have made you a prophet that I have sent. What Jeremiah represents is the principle of recovery. It may take the whole book to arrive at it, but, thank God for Jeremiah and men like him, including Ephraim as a recovered man, and any of us. We are all recovered persons. Let us fill out the ministry and the truth that God has given us and see that these things in principle are maintained among us, a strong city in the local assembly, an iron pillar, and a brazen wall, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
29 May 1984 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 1:4-18 (JND) [4] And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, [5] Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I hallowed thee, I appointed thee a prophet unto the nations. [6] And I said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! behold, I cannot speak; for I am a child. [7] But Jehovah said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to whomsoever I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. [8] Be not afraid of them; for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith Jehovah. [9] And Jehovah put forth his hand and touched my mouth; and Jehovah said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. [10] See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck up, and to break down, and to destroy, and to overthrow, to build and to plant. [11] And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond-tree. [12] And Jehovah said unto me, Thou hast well seen; for I am watchful over my word to perform it. [13] And the word of Jehovah came to me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething-pot, and its face is from the north. [14] And Jehovah said unto me, Out of the north shall evil break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. [15] For behold, I am calling all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith Jehovah, and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah: …

Psalms 48:1-5 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. [4] For behold, the kings assembled themselves, they passed by together; [5] They saw, so they marvelled; they were troubled, they fled in consternation:

Galatians 2:11 (JND) [11] But when Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him to [the] face, because he was to be condemned:

Acts 15:13-14 (JND) [13] And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Brethren, listen to me: [14] Simon has related how God first visited to take out of [the] nations a people for his name.

Exodus 2:20 (JND) [20] And he said to his daughters, And where is he? why then have ye left the man behind? Call him, that he may eat bread.

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Ephesians 6:14 (JND) [14] Stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Psalms 48 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. …

Leviticus 3:9 (JND) [9] And he shall present of the sacrifice of peace-offering an offering by fire to Jehovah; the fat thereof, the whole fat tail, which he shall take off close by the backbone, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is on the inwards,

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

John 8:28 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things.

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;



COMPANYING WITH CHRIST

T. E. Druckenmiller 

1 Kings 8: 6–8; John 1: 38, 39 

I would just like to say a further word, beloved brethren, thinking of the two words we have already had, and thinking too of what we have had over the weekend as to the house and the preciousness of the assembly, and the features that are to mark it as set out in the types. But we are 

tested in our time as to the answer to the truth, and the working out in reality of what the Lord has Himself set on. 

One is impressed with this word in Kings, and thankful to a brother mentioning in my home on Lord’s day that it was the high priest alone that went into the most holy place. We were speaking about that during the three days. Who goes into the holiest? I believe there is a great need for us, beloved brethren, to go in. If we are to be kept from idols and if we are to speak on behalf of God, we must go in. That is the impression that has come to one tonight. We must go in. I believe our brother has just touched on it too. It is the priest who goes in that can come out and go to the people. It is impressive what is recorded here—“The priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place”. Now that is Christ brought in to His place. The Lord Jesus is to have this place, beloved brethren, among us. It is “into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim”. There is much in this that I believe we could well enquire into. We need to devote ourselves to the spirit of enquiry to get understanding, so that we grow increasingly in the appreciation of what God would have us to be in the enjoyment of at the present time, the close of the dispensation. 

There is another touch here, that is, the ark is carried in and its staves are spoken of. The staves were for carrying the ark. It says they were long, “so that the ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before the oracle, but they were not seen without. And there they are to this day”. The note reads, ‘and they drew out the staves’. It is a suggestion of finality. 

There is something about these touches that I am not able to say much about and I would like to 

turn to John, because in our dispensation the ark is Christ as here in testimony, but then He is also in the most holy place. 

We had a touch at the Supper here on the Lord’s day, reference being made to this verse, 

“Come and see”. It is the Lord’s own appeal. It says, “They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day”. I believe that is the present dispensation. One feels that it has a bearing on this whole dispensation. “They abode with him that day”. Now is it the desire of my heart to see where Christ abides? Is it the desire of my heart to be with Him and to abide with Him “that day”? If we are to be kept from idols, beloved, the words of one writer came to one’s mind as our brother was speaking, ‘What have I to do with idols, who have companied with Him?’ That is what is needed among us, beloved brethren, to company with Christ. That will give us the power. One says it feelingly because I know within me the things that tempt us, the pressures the enemy would bring in at the most opportune moments to suit his designs. What we need increasingly is to company with Jesus so that we are preserved from idols. John, the writer of the gospel, as he closes his first epistle says, 

“Children, keep yourselves from idols”. It means that I need to walk protectively. I need to walk carefully. I need divine protection all the time. What a preservative it is all the time to be in the company of Jesus. Let us seek His presence more and know what it is, as these beloved disciples had the enjoyment of abiding with Him that day. But then you think of how they came out from His presence. They came out testimonially. Andrew was one of them. 

What did he do? “He first finds his own brother Simon”, and “he led him to Jesus”. This is the need at the close of this great dispensation, it is to be in the company of 

Jesus and come out in the manifestation of His Person in view of leading persons to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
29 May 1984 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 8:6-8 (JND) [6] And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim; [7] for the cherubim stretched forth [their] wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and its staves above. [8] And the staves were long, so that the ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before the oracle, but they were not seen without. And there they are to this day.

John 1:38-39 (JND) [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.



ARE YOU SATISFIED?

W. S. Chellberg 

Matthew 11: 28 

Are you unsatisfied? Do you have a craving for something in your heart that you cannot identify? Something unsettled in your life? Are you conscious that you are not fully satisfied? Have you tried crafts? Have you tried motorcycles? Automobiles? Have you tried education? Maybe you feel that would satisfy! Have you tried fishing? Has it satisfied you? Have you tried friends, or music? Maybe if you got a better job, or a little more money so that you could buy what you wanted, perhaps some new dresses, or maybe a camper—maybe that would satisfy your heart. Maybe you think that then you would be fully satisfied. 

Well, you can read about the wealthiest man in the world (he died a few years ago). I forget how many billion dollars he was worth. He had a yacht larger than the Queen of England’s yacht, with a landing pad for his own helicopter, and he had his own air force. He married what he thought was the prettiest woman in the world. He had a palace and he spent most of his time on his yacht or in his palace—and he was one of the most dissatisfied men in all the world. And if he had had three or four billion dollars more he would just have been more dissatisfied. Why? Because he would have wanted still more money. 

I would like to present to you the answer to this problem, an answer that will fill every craving of your heart. The answer is a Man, the Satisfier of men— Jesus. I am happy to be able to announce to you the Satisfier of men, one who can satisfy every longing of every heart in the world. Jesus is the answer to dissatisfaction, and to the empty craving in our hearts. So you can forget the ‘rat race’—that endless turmoil of trying to get more and more, trying to be smarter and smarter, always getting a better house and car. You can forget all of that for you will have the Satisfier in your heart—Jesus. You may say, ‘Well, you sound really sure about what you are saying’. I am sure, because I have tasted it. I have come to know Him and to love Him; and I know that He has satisfied the longings of my heart. 

When God created man He created one man and one woman, and from that creation the earth was filled with people. How many millions are there in China? How many millions in the U.S, and Canada? The earth is filled with people. When the first white men came to the North American continent they found Indians, a race they had never had contact with before. They did not have Bibles, they did not have the Koran, they did not have the beliefs of the Buddhists or the Brahmins—and yet they had some kind of religion. They believed in ‘the great spirit’. Have you ever wondered why that was? They did not have contact with Christianity, they did not have contact with Israel and with the ancient Scriptures so as to know about God. Why did they have a religion? 

When God created man He created him with 

three parts—spirit, soul, and body, and it is the spirit that has a longing for God. Now you have a spirit; whether you like to think of it or not, every person that is alive has a spirit, and it is needing God—and that is what is unsatisfied in your heart. If you do not know Jesus as your Saviour you will go on through your life—it may be many years you will go on and on seeking something, hunting, searching, digging—whatever you see you will try. You are trying to satisfy something that you cannot identify and you do not know what it is, and you have not got the answer to it. I have the answer for it, and I present Him to you today, the Great Satisfier, the Saviour of men, Jesus, Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

God presents Him that your heart might be fully satisfied and at rest and at peace. Have you ever wondered, when an older Christian dies, how peacefully they die? It is a traumatic thing for a person to die; they are cut off from everything here, but yet there is a certain peacefulness for one who knows Jesus as his Saviour. Such are at rest and at peace in their hearts. They are not worried. The Christian knows that things are settled between him and God. You can have that assurance today. If you are five years old, or if you are fifty years old, or if you are eighty years old, you can have that rest and peace today. Jesus will give it to you. He is the Saviour. Jesus went to the cross by the will of God; He died as a Sacrifice. It says that “Once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for the putting away of sin by his sacrifice” (Hebrews 9: 26), and therefore there is no need for any further sacrifice for sin. There is no person who can stand before God in his sins. If you are in your sins, and have a dissatisfied heart, never having come to Jesus and trusted Him as your Saviour, you can never be near to God in that condition. You will one day stand before the great white throne and be judged for your sins, and be cast into the lake of fire. That will happen! But Jesus is the Sacrifice, the one Sacrifice, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1: 29. 

In the Old Testament they sacrificed, again and again. When King Solomon dedicated the temple to Jehovah he sacrificed 120,000 sheep, but that could not expiate your sins. I would stand before God in my sins unless I believed that Jesus died on the cross for me. Oh, what a Saviour Jesus is! He went to the cross, and He died there a sacrifice for sin. His blood covers my sins. Will you believe on Him today? If only you would come to the point where you realize what a sinner you are, and have been, and how great is the efficacy of the blood of that glorious One, and how it can wash away your sins, you would be like a bird let loose. As you trust in Him you will rejoice in Him and you will begin to look to Him for everything. 

You will find that He begins to fill those empty spaces in your heart. Jesus, you will find, is the answer. He says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened”, Matthew 11: 28. 

That is, you have a load that you are carrying and you do not know where you are carrying it. 

You do not know what you are carrying it for. You cannot identify it. One of the worst things in our lives, if we do not know the Lord Jesus, is that we have a need we cannot identify. We have this longing and we do not know how to answer it. Jesus is the answer to every longing. 

Have you ever read about the woman in John 4? She hardly even knew she had a longing. 

She thought things were going quite well. She had had five husbands, and she was living with her next man; things looked like they were going quite well. 

She was just a woman of the city; she did anything she pleased; she enjoyed it; she thought she was having a great time. All of a sudden she needed a drink, and the only way she could get a drink was to go to the well. There at the well was the Satisfier of hearts. She never took her drink! She never used her water pot! She got a drink that she did not expect. The water she drank was spiritual—“given to drink of one Spirit”—the Holy Spirit of God. The only power for present satisfaction is the Holy Spirit. 

I hope you will get a drink that you did not expect today. I hope you will leave your water pot today! She says, “Is not he the Christ?” Oh, what a Saviour Jesus is! How He can thrill us and fill every longing in our heart! You will not be disturbed any more by what your life is going to be, by what contribution you are going to make to society, or to the environment. All your needs will be satisfied by Jesus, He can take away the need of every heart. “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. Rest from it all! Well, I trust that you will get living water from Jesus today. He can satisfy the need of every heart in the entire world, Jesus, the glorious Son of God! 

Preaching at Calgary
31 July 1983 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Hebrews 9:26 (JND) [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



“COME, LORD JESUS”

R. S. Renton 

Lord Jesus we adore Thee, 

Thy perfect love we know, 

Thyself our precious Object, 

Which sets our souls aglow. 

As things around are dark’ning, 

Thy glory lights the way, 

Light going on and bright’ning, 

Until Thy glorious day— 

The time of manifestation, 

Thy glory then being shown, 

Thy public vindication 

Where men did Thee disown. 

Twill be a time of reigning, 

Thyself the glorious King, 

Thy saints, too, reigning with Thee, 

As all their tribute bring. 

The heavenly hosts unnumbered 

Thy worthiness proclaim, 

As saints join in the chorus 

To Thee the Lamb once slain. 

May it be soon, Lord Jesus; 

We with the Spirit say, 

‘Amen; so come, Lord Jesus, 

Take universal sway’. 

Edinburgh 

 


MUSINGS

“I HAVE FORMED THEE” (Isaiah 44: 21) The art and skill of the potter are often referred to in the Scriptures and it was fascinating to watch a craftsman at work in Sweden in an ancient restored pottery. First a shapeless lump of clay was placed on a revolving flat surface. Then, with the deft touches of the potter’s fingers, it quickly began to take shape. His left hand was surrounding the clay, almost, it seemed, lovingly. A touch from his right hand, and the inside began 

to form; just a momentary touch at another point and the outside began to take on grace and beauty. So the process went on and what shortly before had been formless became something of beauty and distinctiveness, according to the mind of the potter. At last the process was complete, and a beautiful vase was carefully lifted from the wheel, ready for the next process. 

It left a deep impression of the fact that each believer is to be in subjection in the hands of divine skill. Pressure is needed, but it is timed and applied with infinite skill, and ever in perfect love and wisdom, so that the material God has taken up in His sovereign purpose may take on formation according to Christ—not the graces and character of this world, not the features of nature or the flesh, but the traits of the heavenly Man. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 44:21 (JND) [21] Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for thou art my servant; I have formed thee: thou art my servant, Israel; thou shalt not be forgotten of me.



EXTRACT

The church is the place to get the mind of the Lord. The only place where truth is is in the house. We ought to take to heart how very little we have set forth the truth that we know. 

How little have we tried to spread it abroad! What is the object of the house? To tell God’s mind to the world … Christ’s first coming—Christ’s second coming; between these two things people know nothing. They have no idea of becoming acquainted with Him by the Spirit of God. But how do you help them? Do you ever convey a tract to them? or give them an opportunity of getting one? 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 5, p.29) 
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