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OUR HEARTS  
D. Robertson  
Romans 5: 3–5; 2 Corinthians 4: 5–7; Hebrews 10: 19–25  
I read these scriptures, beloved brethren, because they all 
speak of our hearts. The heart of the believer is a wonderful 
area. The psalm that we quoted earlier today speaks of those 
“in whose heart are the highways” (Psalm 84: 5), and there is 
not much progress made in Christianity unless we are in it with 
our hearts. We may make mental resolves, but the secret of 
progress is to be fully committed to Christianity with our hearts. 
It is a wonderful thing how God has operated to take 
possession of them. Romans 5 speaks of that; He has taken 
possession of our hearts by filling them with His love, a 
wonderful matter. It would be the fruit of the glad tidings, this 
epistle deals with that, the glad tidings of God concerning His 
Son. Think of that—think of God appealing to men, appealing 
to us in the glad tidings concerning His Son, the One who is 
most precious to Him, His beloved One. He appeals to men in 
the glad tidings with a view to gaining their hearts and their 
confidence. Think of God drawing near to man and 
announcing the glad tidings of His Son to him! That is what He 
does. His operations of grace with each one of us, if we have 
been secured for God at all, have been as a result of the 
preaching and the acceptance of the preaching of the glad 
tidings concerning His Son. How precious He is to God, that 
beloved One! Then He is not only God’s Son, He is “Jesus 
Christ our Lord”. The glad tidings as received involve the 
confession of the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord.  
I would like to speak to the young men and women, and to 
those who are older too, and I would like to raise the question 
as to whether Jesus Christ is your Lord. Does it come out in 
the habits of my life? There have been times, as the Scripture 
says, when other lords have had dominion over us (Isaiah 26: 
13). What powers, what strong powers! The glad tidings


Scripture references

Romans 5:3-5 (JND) [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

2 Corinthians 4:5-7 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Hebrews 10:19-25 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, (for he [is] faithful who has promised;) [24] and let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works; [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near.

Psalms 84:5 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Isaiah 26 (JND) [1] In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation doth he appoint for walls and bulwarks. [2] Open ye the gates, and the righteous nation which keepeth faithfulness shall enter in. [3] Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed [on thee], for he confideth in thee. …
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concerning God’s Son has in mind that these powers of evil 
might be broken in our lives. I may be speaking to one in 
whom there is an unbroken power of evil. God would help you 
to overcome that. It will be overcome by the knowledge and 
power of Jesus Christ as Lord. I would appeal that we may 
more readily submit to Jesus Christ as Lord. It is a great need 
at this moment when everything in the world is tending 
towards radicalism, radical powers rising which will finally 
culminate in the man of sin who exalts himself against all that 
is called God and attempts to take the place of God. There is 
no thought of coming under lordship with him; he is the kind of 
man that is going up, whereas Christianity involves the kind of 
man that is prepared to go down, to go down under the 
blessed touch of recognizing that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
I say that because it gives us a clue as to whose hearts the 
apostle is speaking about. When he says “our hearts” it is not 
really the heart of every man and every woman—“our hearts”  
means hearts which have bowed to the claims of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. So Paul says,  
“because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. The Holy Spirit is 
given to persons who are subject; He is given to obedient 
persons; persons who have recognized, and do recognize in 
their lives day by day, that Jesus Christ is Lord. I feel the need 
of simply pressing that, beloved brethren. Is Jesus Christ your 
Lord?—this kind of Man. There  
are other kinds of men; this world is full of them. God’s eye is 
not on them except that He longs that they may be blessed. 
God’s eye is on Jesus Christ, this kind of Man, a Man who was 
found here in obedience and devotion, at tremendous cost to 
Himself, to the will of God.  
So God is operating in the glad tidings of His Son to bring 
about obedience and submission to Him. There is no one
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here, I mean within responsible years, too young to confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord, and the earlier you begin to do it the 
better. So I would appeal simply to you to begin to confess 
Jesus Christ as your Lord. It is what brings about change in a 
person. The kind of change that God is looking for in us comes 
about by the confession of Jesus Christ as our Lord, and as 
we are subject, submissive, and obedient, then God gives us 
His Holy Spirit.  
What a very great blessing is the reception of the Holy Spirit! 
As we receive the Holy Spirit He sheds abroad the love of God 
in our hearts. How wonderful that is! Think of the Spirit, in His 
first service to us, shedding abroad the love of God in our 
hearts. You may say, Why does He do that? I will tell you why 
He does it; He does it in order to possess your heart for God. 
That is how God possesses our hearts for Himself, by filling 
them. How wonderful that is!  
Well, when we come to 2 Corinthians 4 Paul again speaks of 
our hearts, he speaks about “the God who spoke that out of 
darkness light should shine”. These are wonderful statements.  
Young brothers and sisters, I would like again to speak to you 
as to the Scriptures, the value of the Scriptures, and the value 
of reading them. There is nothing more wonderful as far as 
reading material is concerned than the Scriptures. I would 
appeal to you to take up the Scriptures in an exercised way 
and read them, and seek God’s help in reading them. When 
Paul wrote to Timothy he spoke about  
the sacred letters, he spoke about the Scriptures, and how a 
man of God is fully furnished by them (see 2 Timothy 3: 15). 
You say, Well, I read other things. Well, you do not need other 
things. I am not discounting ministry that is based on the 
Scriptures, but other reading material you can well do without. 
A dear brother, when I was recently converted, gave an 
address as to the clean and unclean animals, and it stuck to 
me that we become like what we read. You see, the idea is of


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

2 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.
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feeding. So you can see that if you feed on what is unclean 
you will become unclean. I would like to appeal to the young 
brethren not to feed on what is unclean. Look at your reading 
material, examine it, see if it is really doing you any good. I am 
not being hard or legal, I am seeking to prevent damage to 
your soul. I think you will find that one of the great features of 
the glad tidings is its power to change your taste. Scripture 
says. Taste and see that the Lord is good (see Psalm 34: 8). 
He is good, you know, and you are to taste it, not only to 
apprehend it in your mind, but to taste it. It is to affect your 
senses inwardly that the Lord is good. Taste and see it.  
So I would appeal to the young people to make a resolve and 
seek God’s help to be preserved from reading material that will 
damage the soul and lead to uncleanness. This world is full of 
uncleanness, especially in its literature, and many of those 
who have written books or plays are immoral. One says that in 
a feeling way, and not in an extreme or biased way, but you 
know there is great safety in reading the Scriptures, and great 
joy. The psalmist could speak of meditating in Jehovah’s law 
day and night (see Psalm 1: 2). When you grow older and do 
not sleep too well you can always put a light on, reach to the 
side of your bed and pick up your Bible and read something. 
You will benefit in your soul from it. So Paul says, “Because it 
is the God who  
spoke that out of darkness light should shine”; that takes us 
right back to the beginning of Genesis, engaging our minds 
with the great operations of God in creation, and the great 
general matter of light coming in from God. It is that God who 
has shone in our hearts, not merely into them, but in them. 
Think of that God, the same God who operated in such 
glorious and supreme power in the bringing in of light into the 
creation, so that we are able to see things. But think of that 
same God shining in our hearts. The shining is to remain 
there, you know. What for? “for the shining forth of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.


Scripture references

Psalms 34:8 (JND) [8] Taste and see that Jehovah is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him!

Psalms 1:2 (JND) [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
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What a shining! Think of that! I hardly know what to say. It 
affected me as we proceeded today that in the death of the 
Lord Jesus, and in His present exalted position as Man, God 
has found a wonderful outlet for His affections. No doubt the 
glory here refers to that, “the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ”. It is a matter of His affections, of His love, of His 
nature.  
It is not merely what can be attributed to Him in His power but 
it is His very glory, it is His heart, beloved brethren, it is God’s 
nature! Think of the outlet that He has found in the death of 
Jesus to express that love. How wonderful it is that in the very 
place where God judged sin His love was made known. How 
wonderful that God in the death of Jesus should find an outlet 
to express His love and, more than that, in the exaltation of 
Jesus the effulgence of God, the glory of His love, is shining in 
the face of that Man and it is shining in the heart of the 
believer, “in our hearts”, in hearts like yours and mine; O, 
beloved, hearts that have been made subject to the claims of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, hearts which have known what it is to 
have the love of God shed abroad in them by the Holy Spirit. 
And there is this further touch of glory, “the knowledge  
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. That is our 
part, our portion, to be linked up with a glorious Man who is 
there in fixed and final conditions. Do you know anything more 
wonderful than that? Some of you young people may have 
ambitions; you may be allowing your ambitions to blossom, it 
maybe that you can see the advantage of being linked with 
persons in higher places. Well, that may be all right, but be 
careful. One thing I would say, Be sure that you are linked with 
the Man in the glory, the One in whose face shines “the 
knowledge of the glory of God”.  
Then it says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels”. 
We are in a time of fragility, and we are made to feel it. The 
Lord has acted in recent days in taking beloved brethren home 
to Himself and it is all a pointer to the time of fragility. The
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Scripture here speaks of “our mortal flesh”, not only the body, 
but mortal flesh, as if to emphasize the fragility of the 
condition.  
How puny we are; who knows what is working in us in a 
physical sense, and yet we have this treasure in the earthen 
vessels. In the feebleness of our condition God is securing 
moral glory, such as has never been known before, and it is to 
shine forth. The light shines when the vessel is broken; when 
you are not occupied with your own imagined greatness; are 
not occupied with your own importance. It is when the vessel 
is broken that the light shines. What a shining! We have seen 
it many a time, seen it in older brethren when near death. One 
speaks not in a sentimental way, but how the glory shines!—
the glory not of human prowess or human power, but the glory 
of the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
Well, I come finally to Hebrews. We have here another 
important feature in the Christian’s life, and our hearts are 
involved in it. It says.  
“sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience”. What 
we have here is not exactly the Lord Jesus leading us into the 
presence of God but an exhortation that we might draw near to 
God. I think it would involve the habits of our life. Are you a 
praying person? When a situation arises, what is your 
immediate reaction to it? You can generally tell where you are 
in soul history by your instinctive reaction to something. I think, 
beloved, that it is a fine thing when our instinctive reaction is 
that we turn to God, we approach Him. It is a wonderful matter 
that we should have liberty to approach God. The Lord Jesus 
has purchased that liberty for us. It says, “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness for entering into the holy of holies by the 
blood of Jesus”. The Lord Jesus has secured our right of 
immediate access to God. The previous chapter is a wonderful 
one. I appeal to the young people to read the Scriptures; there 
is glory in them.
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If you read Hebrews 9 you will see that as the result of the 
death of Christ there are four great things that the believer 
has. The first is that he has immediate access into the 
presence of God. The second is that he is there with a purified 
conscience. It is a terrible thing to have a conscience that is 
not purified. The death of Jesus gives us a moral basis for a 
purged conscience, so that there is nothing to hinder us going 
into God. Then the third thing in chapter 9 is that we are in the 
presence of God on the ground of an eternal redemption. How 
wonderful! The Scriptures are wonderful, brethren. Young 
people, read the Scriptures. The fourth thing is that we have 
an eternal inheritance. In chapter 10 the writer, no doubt Paul, 
is urging the brethren to take up the right of going in to God—
“Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the holy 
of holies”. It is not boldness of flesh; the only  
place for the flesh is to judge it in the light of the cross of 
Christ. We remember the word as to not going up by steps to 
the altar, that nakedness be not discovered thereon (Exodus 
20: 26). We can thank God for the cross of Christ and its 
power, and the power it gives us by the Spirit to judge the 
flesh. A moralist may suppress the flesh, but as soon as the 
pressure is released the flesh rises again. It is only a Christian 
who can judge himself in the light of the death of Christ and 
renounce the flesh so that it is not operating in him.  
So we have boldness, not fleshly boldness, but holy boldness 
“for entering into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the 
new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the 
veil, that is, his flesh”. That means that the Lord Jesus laid 
down a holy condition in death, and thus our sinful state, the 
sinful state that belonged to man, was removed from the eye 
of God so that you and I, beloved, might have nothing to 
hinder us in our approach to God. So it says, “let us approach 
with a true heart”. Who would want a heart otherwise than 
true? “With a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as 
to our hearts from a wicked conscience”. We are perfectly free 
to go in, unhindered, unhampered by the burden that active sin


Scripture references

Hebrews 9 (JND) [1] The first therefore also indeed had ordinances of service, and the sanctuary, a worldly one. [2] For a tabernacle was set up; the first, in which [were] both the candlestick and the table and the exposition of the loaves, which is called Holy; [3] but after the second veil a tabernacle which is called Holy of holies, …
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would place on the conscience. That is what this means. The 
sprinkling would no doubt refer to the water that came from the 
side of Jesus as well as the blood. It says, “and washed as to 
our body with pure water”. So we are morally affected and 
morally fitted by the water. That side of the death of Christ, 
that meets our state, is important so that we have access in a 
full and unhindered way, our hearts at liberty to approach God. 
Beloved, I do not think there is anything more delightful. Oh 
may it be a habit of our lives then to “hold fast the confession 
of the hope  
unwavering, for he is faithful who has promised “. As we are 
committed to the testimony we can count on God for He is 
faithful. Then “let us consider one another for provoking to love 
and good works “. How timely these words are! How timely the 
Scripture is—“not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the custom is with some”. A custom is something 
that is accepted. I am not speaking of a necessity that may 
arise to miss a meeting, but it is  
“the custom”, you see, something that is accepted—“but 
encouraging one another, and by so much the more as ye see 
the day drawing near”.  
Well, beloved, I have spoken of our hearts, and I believe that 
we have come to a time in the history of the testimony when 
the hearts of the saints area very critical area. It is only 
affection for Christ that is going to give us the resolve to go the 
whole way, and I believe God is appealing to our hearts. I 
believe He is appealing for affection for Christ. At the end of 
Ephesians we read of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
incorruption (see Ephesians 6: 24). Think of how the Lord 
Jesus values such affections. I would say that to the youngest 
believer here today; the Lord Jesus values your affections. He 
is worthy of them, and He is looking for them, and I believe our 
hearts are a critical point just where we are in the testimony, 
as to whether love is going to take us through, love for Christ. 
We may not feel equal to the pathway, but you can be sure


Scripture references

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.
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that if your committal stems from love for Christ God will see 
you through, as the word says, “for he is faithful who has 
promised”. God has promised to see us through, and He will 
see us through, I believe, as our affections are centred on that 
glorious Person. May the Lord bless the word.  
Address at Redbridge 
2 September 1988
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“BLESSED IS THE MAN”  
M. Pavlik  
Psalm 1: 1, 2; 119: 1–3  
Coming back again, beloved brethren, to what we were 
privileged to have before us here in the past days, I would 
remark that often the matter of the quality of life has been 
referred to.  
So in that connection these two scriptures already became 
very precious to me some years ago, and now they have 
afresh come to my mind. These are not the only passages in 
the Psalms where we find the expression, “Blessed is the 
man”, or “Blessed are they”, but I have selected these two 
passages to show the connection between the first and the 
second. As we know, Psalm 119 can be regarded as the last 
psalm of the book of Psalms, what follows is a sort of 
appendix. (see F. E. Raven. Vol. 12 p.40).  
Psalm 119 is a wonderful top point, a wonderful end to the 
whole teaching of the Psalms. So I would say that in Psalm 1 
we have “the man”, one person. It is wonderful that the Psalms 
should be introduced by such a thought. We have here the 
man according to the thoughts of God, the ideal man of God. 
We know it is fully presented in the blessed Person of the Lord 
Jesus.  
I think we have here a blessed antitype of what we have in 
Leviticus 11 as to the clean and unclean animals. There we 
have prescriptions as to food, as to what the people of God 
should feed on and what they should not eat. There are two 
principles brought before us. The animals which they were 
allowed to feed on were characterized by the divided hoof and 
by chewing the cud. I think we find in Psalm 1 a blessed 
antitype of this—“the man that


Scripture references

Psalms 1:1-2 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Psalms 119:1-3 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Leviticus 11 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the animals which ye shall eat of all the beasts which are on the earth. [3] Whatever hath cloven hoofs, and feet quite split open, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts that shall ye eat. …

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …
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walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in 
the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners “. 
That is what a divided hoof would present, a separation of 
walk from all that is against God, separation from iniquity, 
separation from all wrong principles, separation from all the 
evil ways of men. We see this wonderfully presented in the 
blessed Person of our Lord. Then we have the chewing the 
cud in verse 2, “his delight is in Jehovah’s law, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night”. Well, that is the ideal 
presented before us, man in whom God has His delight. Then 
if we follow the whole course of the book of the Psalms we find 
the development of the display of the ways of God in the Lord 
Jesus. We find here His sufferings; we find here His death; we 
find here His resurrection, and finally His glorification.  
Then as we come to Psalm 119 we find in the first verses not 
“Blessed is the man”, but “Blessed are they”. I think it is a 
display of what the Lord said, that, “Except the grain of wheat 
falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears 
much fruit” (John 12: 24)—of the same kind. Psalm 1 says, 
“Blessed is the man”—one person; Psalm 119 is the blessed 
result of His work, of His life—of His death, His suffering, His 
resurrection, His glorification, and of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit—“Blessed are they”. They are people who are 
characterized by the same features, walking in perfection, as 
we find here. They are “the perfect in the way, who walk in the 
law of Jehovah. Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, 
that seek him with the whole heart; Who also do no 
unrighteousness—they walk in his ways”. That is in principle 
the same features as in Psalm 1, walking in separation from all 
evil or unrighteous ways, and finding their delight, their 
pleasure, in the law of God.  
Psalm 119 is a wonderful one. You see here a wonderful 
display of the quality of life which corresponds with what we 
have presented in an absolute way in the Lord Jesus.


Scripture references

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …
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Well, it was God’s thought to have not only one Person of this 
wonderful character, but He would have many such, bringing 
many sons to glory, bringing many such who would 
correspond to these blessed features of our Lord. I have been 
very much touched by the thought, “such as the heavenly one, 
such also the heavenly ones” (1 Corinthians 15: 48); they are 
after His pattern. Well, I do not have to say any more. I just 
wish to share this impression I have had, with the wish, and 
with a prayer in my heart to our blessed God, that I might 
correspond fully to this blessed pattern of our Lord, and be one 
of those of whom we read here—“Blessed are the perfect in 
the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. Blessed are they that 
observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; 
Who also do no unrighteousness; they walk in his ways”. May 
we be such, beloved brethren, such as correspond to these 
beautiful and God-pleasing features which are fully 
exemplified, fully presented, to us in our blessed Lord. May it 
be so for His name’s sake.  
Word in Meeting for Ministry. Redbridge 
6 September 1988


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].
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FINDING JESUS, FINDING PAUL  
W. Moseley  
John 1: 35–51; 2 Timothy 1: 16–18  
I wish to speak about two persons who found Christ and about 
a man who found Paul. In John’s gospel it speaks of these two 
disciples of John who heard him giving testimony as to Jesus. 
John was greatly affected when the Lord came on the scene. 
The first thing he said about Him was, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world”. He also said, “In 
the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, he who comes 
after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
unloose”, John 1: 26, 27. He had a great sense of the Person 
of Christ, but then finally he says, as he looked on Jesus as 
He walked, “Behold the Lamb of God”. I think that is the 
Person; that is even greater than what He does—the Lamb of 
God!  
You will remember that when Abraham and Isaac went to the 
mountain Isaac raised the question, “Where is the sheep for a 
burnt-offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide himself with 
the sheep”, Genesis 22: 7, 8.  
Well, God has provided a Lamb, the Lamb of God, and John 
had the sense that the Lamb of God had come in. How 
wonderful His walk was, how pleasurable to God, and John 
could take account of it. He would say that there was no one 
who could walk like that. All that God had ever desired from 
man was there in Jesus as He walked, and these two men 
were affected by it and they followed Jesus. Well, you say, I 
would like to be like John; I would like to be a true servant like 
that. He was prepared to lose his disciples; he was prepared 
to go out of sight, happily too. He goes out in joy. He is able to 
present Christ in such a way that He becomes


Scripture references

John 1:35-51 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. [40] Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard [this] from John and followed him. [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ). [42] And he led him to Jesus. Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone). [43] On the morrow he would go forth into Galilee, and Jesus finds Philip, and says to him, Follow me. [44] And Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. [45] Philip finds Nathanael, and says to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph, who is from Nazareth. [46] And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip says to him, Come and see. …

2 Timothy 1:16-18 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me] [18] the Lord grant to him to find mercy from [the] Lord in that day and how much service he rendered in Ephesus *thou* knowest best.

John 1:26-27 (JND) [26] John answered them saying, I baptise with water. In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, [27] he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose.

Genesis 22:7-8 (JND) [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.



15

15 
so attractive to these two men that they follow Him. You would 
not want to attract anybody to yourself; you would not be a 
true servant if you did that. You would like to be able to be just 
a signpost to point persons to Christ. John said, “I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness”.  
They wanted him to make something of himself. They sent 
priests and Levites to him. Well, that would tend to ennoble 
him. That importance would attach to him that they would send 
priests and Levites to talk to him. They said to him, “What 
then? Art thou Elias? and he says, I am not. Art thou the 
prophet? And John said, I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness”. This is a true servant. They said, “Why baptisest 
thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet?” 
John said, “In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, 
he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to unloose”. How true a man John was; he could not be 
moved to make anything of himself. So it is a beautiful setting 
here; these two men come on the scene and are attracted to 
Jesus, and it speaks of Jesus turning. He turned, and saw 
them following.  
I like the way persons come under the Lord’s notice in John’s 
gospel. The Lord is interested in anybody who wants to know 
Him. If there is a boy or a girl here who wants to know Him, the 
Lord is interested. He would turn to speak to you, so great a 
Person, the One upon whom everything is dependent for God 
and for men. He is so great and yet He is prepared to turn in 
relation to these two men who are interested in Him. He raises 
a challenge; he says, “What seek ye?” They, said, “Rabbi ... 
where abidest thou?” They were saying in effect, ‘Where could 
such a great Person as Thou dwell? What kind of dwelling 
would you have?’ In the world you would think of a great man 
having  
a great house. But the Lord says, “Come and see”. Well, they 
must have been impressed with the Person and the dwelling 
because Andrew immediately goes and finds his own brother
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Simon and says to him, “We have found the Messias (which 
being interpreted is Christ)”.  
And he led him to Jesus. What a wonderful thing that would be 
for a Jew, you know what they had been looking for for 
centuries, the promised Messias. What a wonderful thing that 
these men had found Him that day. It is interpreted for us, but 
He is not ours as the Messias but as the Christ. These 
persons had found Jesus. How wonderful that is! Each one 
had his own impression of Him. That is what I am impressed 
with here, that Andrew is able to say,  
“We have found the Messias”. And then, on the morrow, Philip 
said, “We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, 
and the prophets”. What an impression! ‘All that the Old 
Testament Scriptures have been speaking of, and all that 
Moses has been speaking of, we have found it in this Person’. 
They all had their own impressions of Christ and how 
wonderful it was for them to come to Jesus in that way.  
Then there is Nathanael and the Lord takes account of him. 
He says of him, “One truly an Israelite, in whom there is no 
guile”. He represents what God is going to do in the Jews, I 
think. You could not say that of a Jew today; you could not say 
that of an Israelite today— 
“truly an Israelite”. What God had in mind was what is 
princely—“in whom there is no guile”. But God had been 
working in this man. The Lord took account of him. He could 
see him under the fig tree and he had something in that man, 
that is, “an Israelite in whom there is no guile”. It is what God is 
going to do in Israel in a day to come. He represents that, and 
he says immediately, “Thou art the Son of God, thou art the 
King of Israel”. Well, that is the second psalm. But the Lord  
tells him. You are going to see greater things than that, 
something greater than the King of Israel; you are going to see 
the glory of the Son of man. That is greater! How wonderful
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that is! We are going to see it too, the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of man. We are going 
to see Him in His kingdom, when the kingdom comes in 
publicly and, the angels will ascend and descend on Him. He 
will be the centre of everything that is for God and for man 
here. How wonderful to think of that! The Lord was delighting 
in that. It is wider than the King of Israel. He will be the King of 
Israel all right; but He was rejected as the King of Israel and so 
He takes up the wider title, which is Psalm 8, the Son of man.  
So each one of these persons had his own impression of 
Christ and I would like to say to every one of us who is a true 
Christian that we all should have some impression of Christ.  
You would not be a believer truly if you did not. You may have 
got away from it, but you can get back to it. It is a wonderful 
thing that! I often like to get back to the way the Lord first 
made Himself known to me. If you are down in your soul, and 
things do not seem like they should be, then you can always 
get back to that, the way the Lord made Himself known to you. 
How precious it is! These men would all cherish these 
impressions that they had of Christ; I am sure they would grow 
with them. Mr. Raven spoke of them coming into orbit.  
Every true Christian is brought into orbit. It is like the solar 
system. There is a centre and everything is held by the power, 
of attraction to that Centre. Christ comes in as the great 
Source, the great Centre, and your life and your soul are 
affected by your own knowledge of Him. I would like to 
encourage everyone to cultivate that. You say, ‘Well, I have 
got away from it. It has become so dim that it does not mean 
so much to me now’. But  
you can get back to it.  
I am encouraged by the end of the Revelation—“And the Spirit 
and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take the


Scripture references

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …
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water of life freely” (Revelation 22: 17). Why does He bring 
that in? Because He is saying;  
‘Even if you say, I have got down in my soul, you can take the 
water of life. You can get back to the enjoyment of these 
things that you once enjoyed and knew. You can get back to 
what is distinctively yours’. The Lord would give you an 
impression of Himself that no one else has. Each of these men 
had his own impression of Christ. Peter got his own 
impression of Christ; it does not speak of it in John 1, but in 
chapter 6, when many of the disciples walked no more with 
Him, and Jesus said to the twelve, “Will ye also go away?”; 
Peter says,  
“Lord, to whom shall we go?” He does not say, ‘There is John 
the baptist, and he is a great man, and there is so–and–so’. 
He does not say, ‘to what’; he says, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast words of life eternal”. What does that mean? Is 
he speaking about eternal life?  
No. He does not mean that. It means that His words have 
become life to you. The Lord speaks of them as being “The 
words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life”, 
John 6: 63. Well, have you proved that? Has the Lord spoken 
to you in that way? Peter said that, and he says there is 
something more than that. “We have believed and known that 
thou art the holy one of God”. What a thing to come to! The 
One here that was being rejected, the One from whom men 
were turning away, Peter says, “thou art the holy one of God”. 
Well, think of One who fully answers to all that God is in His 
holiness. God had a holy One here, One that He found full 
delight in and in whom was a full answer to all that He is. 
There is no other man like that. So what an  
impression Peter had of Christ!  
Then I wanted to speak a word as to finding Paul. Paul was in 
prison and it appears that it took some searching to find him.


Scripture references

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 6:63 (JND) [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.
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This man Onesiphorus wanted to seek out Paul. Paul says, he 
“sought me out very diligently, and found me”. You might 
say—Why is it so important, to find Paul? There is plenty of 
Christianity around; there are a lot of places where they 
preach the gospel. Would that not do for you, Onesiphorus? 
What about that hall down the street; they get blessing in the 
gospel and they are Christians just as much as we are. Why 
do you not go along there? He would say, That will not do for 
me. I want to find Paul. You might say, What is connected with 
Paul? The truth of the assembly; and I would like to say this, It 
is not to be found anywhere else except where Paul is. John 
may give you the light of the family; Peter may give you the 
light of the kingdom, but the light of the mystery was 
connected with Paul. He spoke of “my intelligence in the 
mystery”, Ephesians 3: 4.  
I was speaking recently as to the time before some of us were 
breaking bread in Vancouver.  
Some of us used to meet together in our homes. We were 
going nowhere, but we were praying for direction. We could 
have gone along to one of the churches, we could have gone 
along to a gospel hall. There were a lot of places that we could 
have gone to, but Paul was not there. We were seeking Paul, 
and we were praying that the Lord would direct us. He did 
direct us, and how wonderful it was! I got direction one night in 
reading ministry. I got an impression of how wonderful this 
ministry is and that I had to get to the Lord. I thought to myself 
that we had been praying for direction and the Lord had shown 
me through this ministry where He is. I found Paul; I found that 
there were persons walking  
in the light of the assembly. I was able to be recovered to it. 
How thankful I am! So Paul appreciated this man. When 
others were turning away from him there was one man who 
was very diligently seeking him out. Well, thank God there are 
still those who are seeking Paul.


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:4 (JND) [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,)
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Generally the position amongst Christians is that they do not 
want Paul because it is too testing. You cannot have the light 
of the assembly without circumcision. Mr. Stoney said that our 
position was not that we were more correct doctrinally, though 
he said he thought that was true, through grace, but that is not 
our position. If that were our position, many would, be 
prepared to join us on that ground. He said that our position 
must be that the truth of circumcision is applied unsparingly. 
Not many want to move on that ground.  
You cannot have part in the assembly without being prepared 
to go out of sight yourself, without being prepared to deal with 
the flesh inwardly. Persons say, ‘Well, as long as I am 
separate from the world’—that is baptism. But circumcision is 
more testing than baptism.  
Circumcision deals with what I am inwardly. I have to maintain 
a judgment of that or I cannot have any part in .the function of 
the, assembly. I have to be a self-judged person. That is why 
Paul is so testing. That is why he was in prison, because the 
enemy was set against Paul’s line. The enemy does not like to 
see what is here for Christ—the assembly—finding concrete 
expression. It is all right for it to be held in doctrine, but for it to 
be found in living expression in the power of the Spirit—the 
enemy does not want that. Paul was in prison and 
Onesiphorus was not ashamed of his chain.  
Well, you have to accept the restrictions. Paul loved his chain, 
you know. He could speak of himself as being “the prisoner in 
the Lord” (Ephesians 4: 1),  
and he said in Ephesians 3: 1, “I Paul, prisoner of Christ 
Jesus”. It cost Paul something that the truth might be 
maintained. Paul had to be faithful all the way down, including 
the truth of the gospel. At one point even Peter was not true to 
that. Paul, in order that “the truth of the glad tidings might 
remain with you” (Galatians 2: 5), took a stand against the 
Judaising principle and was prepared to be faithful to Peter


Scripture references

Ephesians 4:1 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called,

Ephesians 3:1 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations,

Galatians 2:5 (JND) [5] to whom we yielded in subjection not even for an hour, that the truth of the glad tidings might remain with you.
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when everyone else was in danger of being carried away. He 
was prepared to suffer in prison, in order that the saints might 
be brought into the gain of the truth of the mystery, that there 
might be a practical answer to it.  
Are we prepared to settle for anything less? It is not just sitting 
in the meeting room. It is the most precious thing that the Lord 
has here, His greatest interest. The hymn says, ‘nor what is 
next Thy heart can we forget’ His assembly here. It might be, 
said that we can meet together on Christian ground, but is it in 
the light of the assembly? Are we meeting on principles that 
the Spirit can support? Are we able to assemble? You say, 
‘What does ‘assembling’ mean?  
We assemble to break bread. It means that you are prepared 
to be merged in the company. In Acts 13 you have the notable 
persons who were in the assembly at Antioch and it says, “and 
Saul”. He was just hidden in the assembly. The Spirit of God 
brings him to light, and also Barnabas. Assembling involves, I 
think, that I am not in prominence; that no one brother is in 
undue prominence. The assembly is operating in the power of 
the Spirit. As we come in on Lord’s day morning we look on 
the brethren and we are happy to merge with them and just be 
one of them. That is what you get in John 12, that Lazarus was 
one of those that sat at table with Him. It does not speak of his 
having any service or even of his saying anything. He was just 
happy to be there as one of them.  
Well, beloved brethren, we each need to be one of those who 
are moving in the light of the assembly and seeking to hold 
what is precious to the Lord. The light of that is connected with 
Paul. It is not popular, and there are not many who want it. 
There is a chain connected with it that we are not to be 
ashamed of. It means smallness, small companies, small 
conditions, but to be available to the Lord. We want to value 
these things. The Lord has given us the light of them, but the 
taking up of them is another matter. That is what we have 
been concerned about in our reading, that things should not


Scripture references

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …
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only be with us in the way of terms and light, but that they 
should be with us in practical, living expression in the power of 
the Spirit. If we want to take up things in a real way, the Spirit 
is here to help us. The Father is available to help us. I 
remember a brother expressing to Mr. P. Lyon that he was 
concerned that there were not many fathers. Mr. Lyon said, 
‘Well, if you feel that, you can always turn to God. He is 
prepared to be available to you as a Father’. How wonderful 
that is, that there is a Father who cares all about you. You can 
trust in His care and commit everything to Him. May the Lord 
help us, for His name’s sake.  
Address at Calgary 
26 March 1988
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“ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER” (Hebrews 
10: 25)  
S. J. B. Carter  
Dear brethren, when the saints for praise or prayer  
Are gathered round the Lord—the Lord is there;  
The Firstborn fair among His chosen race—  
Bestowing of His fulness grace on grace.  
Can we then, who have tasted of that grace,  
Care to be absent when He shows His face?  
Say, shall a little rain, a lengthy road,  
Prevent communion with the saints and God?  
Lo, Satan’s slaves to scenes of pleasure go,  
By day or night, through rain or hail or snow—  
And can we careless be of going where  
The saints are found for worship or for prayer?  
Shall business stay us, friends, or feeling tired,  
When our attendance is by Christ desired?  
Blush, brethren dear, blush at the very thought,  
And let us show that we are better taught.  
Exhort then one another, and let not  
Th’assembling of ourselves be e’er forgot;  
Responsible we are, each in his part,  
To swell the song and gratify Christ’s heart.
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EXTRACTS  
The servant is to be exercised in godly fear; he is to be 
reverential. If one has gift and power in ministry, he is apt to go 
on in that, and forget to let down his wings to be detained 
before God. After all, it is that “the surpassingness of the 
power may be of God, and not from us”, 2 Corinthians 4: 7 … 
You feel the necessity for this in your ministry; that you hear 
the voice, for you need a fresh communication from the Lord in 
serving. The repetition of the letting down of the wings (Ezekiel 
1: 24, 25) is to stress the idea of humility. The wings are 
prominent and they make a tremendous noise. We are apt to 
think of the noise we are making, but that is not the end in 
view. In service we need to let down the wings, be quiet and 
listen to God, so that there will be a voice. I think that is seen 
at the banks of the Jordan in the blessed humiliation of Christ. 
How lowly He was! And then as He went up from the Jordan 
and was praying, there was a voice from heaven—“Thou art 
my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3: 21, 
22. There is a voice and that is what we need in our ministry.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 47, p.11, 12)  
The blood of the burnt-offering never went in to the holiest, but 
the blood of the sin-offering was put on the mercy-seat. The 
whole tabernacle system had as its centre the ark of the 
covenant, the mercy-seat, and the cherubim, but the blood of 
the sin-offering was put on the mercy-seat. There is nothing so 
great as the sin-offering, because the whole universe of bliss 
is commensurate with it—we can regard every bit of it as the 
answer to the sufferings of Christ as the sin-offering. That is 
what gives the many sons their value to God … God is 
glorified in mercy. The universe of bliss is to be the display 
throughout eternity of God in mercy. There is nothing we need 
to ponder more than the sufferings of Christ in sin-offering 
character.  
C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Hebrews’, p.26)
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2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Luke 3:21 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened,
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If I heard of some great advancement in the world for me I do 
not think I would care much about it. But if I get any additional 
thought of the glory which pertains to Christ … I think I can say 
it is very great advancement to me, it is a very great rejoicing 
to me. And I think it would be so in regard to other saints.  
F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.409)  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 
High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661
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