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DARK AND DREARY


But is there not in this world so dreary

A prospect bright for the sad and weary?

     A hope to cheer in the darkest days,

     Dispersing gloom by its brighter rays,

          When the day is dark and dreary?

Ah, yes! though sad with grief and sorrow,

We hope and look for a bright tomorrow,

     Our ears have heard of a world above,

     Where all is rest, and peace, and love,

          If all down here is dreary.

Our ears have heard of a home in heaven

Prepared by Christ and by Him now given

     Through faith, to all who know His love,

     Our home is now in heaven above!

          Where nought is dark or dreary!

Though here for a time in this world so dreary,

We journey, and by its trials are weary,

     Our hearts cling not to the mouldering past

     The way is long, but it ends at last

          Where rest awaits the weary!

And so with hope which is bright and cheering,

We tread our way, and are daily nearing

     Home with comfort, joy and peace,

     Every trouble then will cease,

          And all be past that’s dreary!

M. W. Biggs

1906

From ‘A Selection of poems by Christian Authors’

Compiled by G.H.S. Price, 1953

 


SELAH


Psalms 46:1-5

This is a very beautiful psalm, as so many are; this one is particularly precious.  It is interesting that the Lord Jesus, in speaking to His own at the end of Luke (Luke 24:44), opened their understanding of “all that is written concerning me” from Moses and from the prophets and from the Psalms.  It is very interesting that He should include the Psalms when He spoke to the company, because Moses and the prophets represent God speaking to man, but the book of Psalms is man speaking to God.  What an interesting thing that the Lord Jesus should include that book in opening their understanding of the Scriptures.  You might say that what flowed out from the hearts of men towards God was a result of the great matter of understanding the Scriptures.

I thought about this psalm by the sons of Korah as thinking of the tumultuous times that we are living in, with people being very agitated about things in the public sphere throughout the world.  These things mark the present time that we are in, and as believers, we do not make light of people’s feelings, because our own hearts can be like that.  How very often, we may say, things boil up, and fears and distresses become out of proportion in our minds.  These sons of Korah had known what it was to have tremendous grief and sorrow in their family.  Korah and the men that had belonged to him, their families and property, had been consumed in the rebellion of Korah (Num.16:32).  The earth had swallowed them up but the sons of Korah had been spared.  It gives some colour to this reference, “God is our refuge”.  What feelings must have entered into their hearts as they thought of their fathers carried away.  We do not have much detail as to it, but it says that “the children of Korah died not”, Num.26:11.

But thank God that He is our refuge.  You think of these things, the mountains and the earth: you may say they are stable things that could never change.  But the earth is seen as removed, the mountains cast into the seas, and the waters roaring and foaming.  In speaking to one and another here it is clear that we are not any of us that much different – “face answereth to face”, Prov.27:19.  Sometimes our thoughts become agitated and things seem to become out of proportion, beloved brethren – the mountains carried into the heart of the seas and the earth removed; things which seem so stable.  Perhaps there is an answer in some of our hearts to these experiences and fears in our time.  Fears as to health, fears as to family, fears as to situations, fears as to the unknown; these things are known by us and very often they are private.  They are not apparent, but this is what is described here.  

But then there is this lovely word that comes in.  Despite the waters roaring and foaming and the mountains shaking with the swelling thereof, these sons of Korah say, “Selah”.  “Selah” – we understand that this word means ‘pause and consider’.  It is a good thing sometimes, in the tumultuous way that our thoughts roar, especially as we get older, to come to that point of “Selah”.  It is rather like the eunuch in Acts 8 when he commanded the chariot to stop.

Then I thought of this word that is mentioned next; “There is a river”.  “There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God”.  This figurative description is a beautiful picture.  And bear in mind it is in one of the psalms.  They are among the things the Lord Jesus refers to in opening the Scriptures to the understanding of His own.  He would open to us an understanding of where we are.  There comes a point when we are able to say “Selah” and stop.  Then, “There is a river …”: thank God for that, beloved.  I think this river might, in application anyway, refer to the grace of God.  We were speaking on Saturday as to faith, and earlier we were speaking about grace: these are the fundamentals of Christianity.  Sometimes I think we could do with stopping and pausing, considering and going over the fundamentals, beloved brethren.  We may have some knowledge of the Scriptures and how to interpret them, but how wonderful the fundamentals are.

What impresses me is the grace of God.  It says, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, teaching us …”, Titus 2:11.  It teaches us: grace teaches.  We think of grace and salvation, we think of the gospel, but the fulness of grace contains and carries far more.  This wondrous, glorious matter that has flowed out from the heart of God is grace.  It is a wonderful thing.  It has been said that Christianity works by what it brings, not by what it finds 1.  I think the believer is brought into a sphere of things with a supply: the supply is all from God.  The hymn writer puts it beautifully:

‘The river of His grace,

   Through righteousness supplied,

Is flowing o’er the barren place

   Where Jesus died’            (Hymn 13).

So there is supply.  God does not always change the circumstances, beloved, He does not always take away the things which, you may say, are hurting us, but He brings in the supply.  That means that we are able to go through, and more than go through.  The riches of divine grace cause something that rises from the believer to God, even despite the direst of circumstances.  These are very precious things; “There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God”.

I had this thought, beloved, that it is a great matter sometimes, along with the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim.2:4) that is available to us, just to go back to the simple fundamentals of the way that God has blessed us.  We enjoy the blessedness of faith and the greatness of His gift, the gift of His grace flowing over the barren place where Jesus died.  Then the turmoil that enters into our lives, and enters into the lives of men, falls into its place.  There is a quotation of Mr Darby’s that a local brother quoted to us at the end of his life, and it surely affected me; ‘God’s ways are behind the scenes; but He moves all the scenes which He is behind.  We have to learn this, and let Him work, and not think much of man’s busy movements: they will accomplish God’s.  The rest of them all perish and disappear.  We have only peacefully to do His will” 2. 

The river of God’s grace is flowing over the barren place where Jesus died.  May we be encouraged, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake.

Word at a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
l10 December 2019

Ron D Plant




Scripture references

Psalms 46:1-5 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. [4] There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High. [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her at the dawn of the morning.

Luke 24:44 (JND) [44] And he said to them, These [are] the words which I spoke to you while I was yet with you, that all that is written concerning me in the law of Moses and prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.

Numbers 16:32 (JND) [32] And the earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men that belonged to Korah, and all their property.

Numbers 26:11 (JND) [11] But the children of Korah died not.

Proverbs 27:19 (JND) [19] As [in] water face [answereth] to face, so the heart of man to man.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.



EXTRACT – ALONE, YET NOT ALONE


The sense of solitude with the Lord is a thing of the deepest importance to the child of God; because in solitude the heart renews its acquaintance with Him who alone has entrance into our most solitary retreats.  When we are thoroughly alone and lonely He loves to be our visitor; it is, so to speak, the time for Him to come, like the ray of light which penetrates into the dark cavern when it can, and to the inmate of the cavern never was light more prized!

I believe two things are learned in solitude that cannot be learned elsewhere; one, that I see myself apart from everything and every one, a very necessary matter; and the other, that I see the Lord in quite a peculiar light, in a singular, unique way, apart from everything and every one.  His individuality, blessed be His name, comes out to me in solitude in a way it never does in a crowd, in a meeting or otherwise.  Canticles gives you an idea of this: what one is oneself when quite alone, and what He is to one when thus alone.  He then obtains His singularly pre-eminent place with us – not as Saviour – that He is to the soul and known to faith; but He is known peculiarly, and as the sun rules the day when all objects are most visible, He is still most and entirely pre-eminent, and this sense of His pre-eminence, above the brightness of the sun, well-known and well-sustained, is the most effectual resource for the heart all the day long, even amid the most anxious engagements.  In solitude you learn the value and the resource of His presence; and when busied in duties, etc., the heart turns, as the needle to the pole, as the flowers to the sun, to the sense that the soul has acquired in solitude of His pre-eminence, and it is confirmed in it.  Thus everything falls into relation to Him.  He is first, and things assume and derive importance, not as they are mere duties or delights, but as they relate to Him.  You make the claims on you the sun of your system instead of Christ, hence whatever seems to come short as to them throws your day into darkness.  If the Lord were the distinctly known magnet, every duty would be less anxious, and you would fulfil it better, because instead of being saddened and disappointed you would feel Him saying, when you would like it said, "She hath done what she could", Mark 14:8.  It is not the amount one does, nor the consciousness of one's own usefulness that makes one happy in serving, but the assurance that one would be used.  Love likes to serve, because it loves.  Do not try to arrange your world with only a lamp in your hand.  If you had the sun shining around you all would be easy enough.  The Lord as the sun of your day is only learned in solitude with Him; the rest and satisfaction thus found in Him teaches the heart naturally and continually to turn to Him.

J.B. Stoney Vol.12 p.514-516

 


Scripture references

Mark 14:8 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.



WE SEE JESUS”


Hebrews 2:9,10

I was touched by the hymn we sang and by our brother’s prayer as to seeing the face of Jesus.  There could be no greater privilege than seeing the face of the Saviour, the One whom we love, and who gave Himself in order that the basis might be laid for us to come without blame into the presence of God.  That face is unveiled, and in it shines the glory of God, a face that was once marred more than any man’s (Isa.52:14), the face of the One who was the Creator of the worlds.

But while there is the joy now, by faith, of seeing Jesus’ face, there is the added glory that when we actually see Him, “we shall be like him”, 1 John 3:2.  What a privilege.  “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”, 2 Cor.3:18.  What wonderful interchange that suggests between the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit: “even as by the Lord the Spirit” as if to emphasise that the great intent of divine Persons is that we should be like Christ and that we should see His face.  There will be the actuality of that by and by; we will see His face and see it eternally, but the divine desire is that, by seeing Him now, we should be formed after Him.  

The Lord in John’s gospel says, “Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me”, John 14:19.  That, of course, was addressed to the disciples, but  what a vista of glory opens up to us now.  As we have in our scripture, “we see Jesus … crowned with glory and honour”.  Not now the “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”, Isa.53:3 or as it says, “when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him” (v:2), but rather “crowned with glory and honour”.  What glory and honour the Father has bestowed on the Lord Jesus: “For thou hast met him with the blessings of goodness; thou hast set a crown of pure gold on his head”, Ps.21:3.  We sing:

‘…The Father’s greetings, honours rare,

Are heaped upon His Son’s blest brow;

    He is the mighty Victor now’      (Hymn 350).

Our scripture goes on, “so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing”.  Having done that, is He not worthy of heaven’s acclamations! 

It says, “in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”  I paused over these words, “through sufferings”, because it had not really struck me so forcibly before that the sufferings mentioned here are in the plural.  Earlier in the chapter, the reference is in the singular, "made some little inferior to the angels on account of the suffering of death” (v.9); that is, what entered into His death actually involved particular and distinctive suffering for the Lord Jesus, “the suffering of death”.  There was no death to compare with that of the blessed Saviour.  But making perfect “the leader of their salvation through sufferings” seems to encompass the whole scope of the pathway of the Lord Jesus here because His was a pathway of suffering.  Ere the Lord Jesus could become the Leader of our salvation, He had to bear these sufferings.  There was what He endured at the hands of men, there was what He suffered as bearing the special wrath on Israel on account of a broken law and then what He bore supremely at the hands of His God because of our sins, when He was forsaken.  He bore these awful sufferings and paid the full price for our redemption.  Every aspect of these sufferings was perfectly and completely accomplished.  How morally qualified He was in every way to become the Leader of our salvation through sufferings and provide the immutable basis for us, as sons, to be brought to glory.   

Bur surely, as we contemplate the glory and exaltation of the Lord Jesus, and see all these qualities in Him, there should be some practical moral effect on us.  At the beginning of John's gospel, when John the baptist is there with his disciples, he sees Jesus coming to him, and says,” Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  How that accentuates the immensity of His sufferings and His work that He should take away not only our sins, but “the sin of the world”.  What sin there is in the history of this world and indeed of the human race down through the generations, and the work of the Lord Jesus is of such efficacy as to take away not only our sins but the sin of the world.  By and by, sin will be obliterated from the whole universe of God.  Think of that awesome day when the beast and the false prophet, and indeed death and hades, will be cast into the lake of fire.  How triumphant is the work of the Lamb of God!

Later, again John was standing with two of his disciples and he saw Jesus.  “And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.  And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus” (vv.36,37).  That emphasises that the effect of seeing Jesus should achieve something in each of us.  By looking on Jesus, these disciples were induced to follow Him.  I suppose the Supper has that effect.  His sufferings come before us in a particular way, we see His beauty, and that stimulates us for the rest of the week, and encourages us to commit ourselves more fully to Him and to His interests.  So the two disciples followed Him to see where He abode, as if divine grace would impel them to be taken further into the environment where Jesus is, where He abides. 

Esaias too was affected by seeing the glory of the King and was moved to speak of Him.  “These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him”, John 12:41.  What a sight he beheld and describes.  He saw the King, typically the Lord Jesus, “lifted up; and his train filled the temple”, Isa.6:1.  Such was the impression on him in the presence of such glory that he recognises his own inadequacy and says, “I am undone”.  How could he possibly stand in the face of such majesty?  Then one of the seraphim takes a glowing coal with the tongs from off the altar and touches his mouth (vv.6,7).  He is cleansed, his sin is expiated.  That is the glory of the One with whom we have to do.  As we look on Jesus, we see the One in whom redemption has been accomplished; expiation made, reconciliation secured, so we can be at home with Him.  And what is the consequence of that?  Isaiah says, “”Here am I; send me” (v.8).  In principle, He was now  available to serve the Lord Jesus.  That was the effect of seeing the glory.  Isaiah says, “I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  And I said, Here am I; send me”.  He is so affected, so touched by his impression of the glory that he becomes a willing servant in the hands of God. 

That was what Isaiah saw in chapter 6, but a note in John 12:393 refers to Isaiah 53.  Isaiah also saw the glory of a rejected Jesus, and that surely affected him.  You wonder at the order in Scripture, with chapter 6 first bringing out the glory of the King in His majesty and His glory, but then chapter 53 going on to speak in type of the lowly, despised Jesus – “when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him”.  There is this wonderful mingling of the glory of the King and the moral glory of the perfect Sufferer, all perfectly exemplified in the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of glory, yet the “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hid their faces”, Isa.53:3.  Yet now “we see Jesus … crowned with glory and honour”.  All this is calculated to have its effect on us.

It is a simple impression that I had as we sang that hymn together, and as our brother prayed.  What it is, by faith, to see the face of Jesus, and when we see it in actuality, we shall be like Him.  There have been two witnesses in the church period who have actually seen the Lord Jesus in glory.  One was Stephen ere he was martyred (Acts 7:55) and the other was Paul in his sojourn here (1 Cor.9:1).  But faith’s vision, spiritual vision, enables us to see His glory.  Ephesians speaks about “the eyes of your heart”, Eph.1:18.  How fine to have our hearts’ affections open up and focused on the Lord Jesus, the King of glory.  “Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in”, Ps.24:7.  

May the Lord Jesus come in freshly to our affections as we gaze upon Him in all His glory, the “King of kings, and Lord of lords” (Rev.19:16), yet our blessed Saviour, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
7 January 2020

Jim T Brown

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Isaiah 52:14 (JND) [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

John 14:19 (JND) [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Psalms 21:3 (JND) [3] For thou hast met him with the blessings of goodness; thou hast set a crown of pure gold on his head.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

John 12:41 (JND) [41] These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him.

Isaiah 6:1 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Acts 7:55 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,

1 Corinthians 9:1 (JND) [1] Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not *ye* my work in [the] Lord?

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Psalms 24:7 (JND) [7] Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in.

Revelation 19:16 (JND) [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.



THE COMING OF THE LORD JESUS


John 14:1-3;  1 Thess.4:13-18;  1 John 3:1-3

These scriptures are about the Lord’s coming, the second coming of Christ. The coming of the Lord is one thing; although it will be in two parts, what we call the rapture and then His appearing.  

The church looks forward to Christ having His rightful place publicly at His appearing. The Father will see to it that it is so.  The Lord Jesus, the One who suffered here in His pathway, will be seen then in His public glory.  That was foretold in the previous dispensation, in Old Testament scriptures, but what was not foretold was that His church would be with Him in it.  The assembly will be with Him in His glory.  How wonderful that is, what joy that will be for Christ then!  Every one who is redeemed and part of the assembly will be associated with Him in His public glory.  Every believer who has suffered in some measure will share in that glory of Christ’s then.  He will be publicly glorified; He will be seen – that is why we call it the appearing.  

We could use that word, His appearing, for the rapture also, because He will be seen then by His church when He comes for His saints.  We speak about the secret side of the rapture; but He will be seen at the rapture by those of His who are alive then, and by those who will be raised.  

But at the Lord’s appearing with His own, He will be seen publicly and He will be glorified in His saints.  God will be justified in placing Christ in that wonderful place of administration for one thousand years.  God will be justified in giving things into His Son’s hand.  God will be seen to be able to sustain men and women in flesh and blood conditions on the earth, Satan having been bound.  What a time it will be, although we will not be on the earth.  One thousand years is a long time, and God will see to it that Christ will be publicly owned for one thousand years.  There will be a change, a complete change, on this earth.  The first part of the coming of Christ, the rapture, will not make a change here save that the restraint of the Spirit will have been removed and things will get worse on the earth.  But after Christ’s public appearing, everything will be in peace and righteousness will reign.  What blessed conditions there will be!  The Lord Jesus will reign over it all in glory and will be owned as such.  Every person will own Him as Lord.

But there is a moral glory about owning Him as Lord now.  We are to love His appearing, to look for His second coming.  In these scriptures, the first one refers briefly to the rapture and the second gives us the detail of it.  Believers on the Lord Jesus are longing for His return, longing to see Him.  The apostle Paul says in Romans, “As regards hope, rejoicing”, Rom.12:12.  If we rejoice, it brightens us as believers – to realise that we are soon going to be with the Lord for ever.  What a prospect, dear friend!  In Ephesians 4, the apostle Paul speaks of these unities4, and one of them is “one hope of your calling” (v.4).  We all have the same hope – those to whom Paul wrote might have been Jew or Gentile, but all had the same hope, “one hope of your calling”.  That means we will be in the fulness of sonship, with Christ and like Him.  That “one hope of your calling” is presented there as bringing about unity – it would bind us together.  We may not be able to have practical fellowship with every believer now, but our hope is a unifying thing, all having the same Man before us.  We will enjoy sonship as associated with Him in its fulness.  These are some of the effects of having before us the love and joy of the Lord’s second coming at the rapture.

We will see the Lord Jesus then for the first time.  We have never actually heard His voice, although believers have spoken to Him every day, many times every day.  Believers have proved His grace, “grace upon grace” (John 1:16), every day.  But then every believer will hear His voice and will be with the One whose grace they have proved.  That is wonderful.  Every impression I have had of the Lord Jesus will be more fully confirmed when I am with Him, and there will be an added sweetness and blessedness that I have never yet experienced.  This hope of the believer is based upon God’s promises and purpose.  It is not a hope that something might happen.  We know it will.  We have faith, and that gives us hope.  It is a wonderful thing for the believer to have hope in the second coming of Christ.  What blessed rapture it will be when He comes.  That is what it will be – rapture.  

The Lord says, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me”.  Let Him be the settled object of your faith, and that you are going to be with Him.  The Lord was raised from amongst the dead and He is now with His Father; He could say prophetically, “in thy presence is fulness of joy”, Ps.16:11 KJV.  The Lord had joy and sorrow in His pathway here, but now in the presence of His Father it is “fulness of joy”.  He said that if His disciples loved Him, they would rejoice that He was to go to be with His Father (John 14:28).  What joy that was for the Lord Jesus, but think of the joy it will be for the Lord Jesus to have the whole of His assembly with Him.  That is what He says here: “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”.  How much it will mean for Him to have every one whom He has died to secure with Him for ever.  He has died, gone from this earth, and He wants us with Him for ever

Dear friend, if you do not appreciate His first coming, you will not be looking for His second coming.  Do you appreciate the first coming of Christ?  That was an immense thing – one of the Persons of the Godhead came into manhood.  “But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for the putting away of sin by his sacrifice”, Heb.9:26.  That was done at His first coming; He put sin away from before God by His work on the cross, and the shedding of His blood.  What love!  He was the only One who could do it; “thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many …”, Heb.9:28.  Are you included in “the many”, dear friend?  If you are not, you will not be looking for His second coming.  The One whom we are going to be with is the One who has suffered in our stead.  It is very important to make sure that you know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour.  We are waiting for Him “as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory” (Phil.3:21), but we must have an appreciation of what He did at His first coming.  Many persons do not have that; darkness lies on a certain nation, they are “blinded” (Rom.11:7).  Most of that nation have no appreciation of the first coming of Christ.  May you not be in that category. 

Then He “shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin”, Heb.9:28.  He has already dealt with that question.  The note5 is very helpful.  The Lord Jesus came the first time to secure a company through His death, and it is worthwhile, from His point of view, to come back so as to have these persons with Him for ever.  It is absolutely essential that we have this hope in our hearts.  It has a tremendous moral effect, it changes persons who have this hope, this Person, livingly in their hearts, as the One who is about to come for His own.

He has gone in already; He is in the presence of the Father and He is our forerunner (Heb.6:20).  Here in John 14, the Lord opens up to His disciples the precious things that were in His heart.  The first thing He says is, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you”.  He is inducing confidence in Himself; He is saying ‘I would have told you if this was not going to be the case’.  How attractive that is.  He is the only Person in whom we can trust completely.  “Were it not so, I had told you”; the Lord Jesus knew they needed to know this, there and then, because He was leaving them and they would miss Him, but He was telling them that the future is absolutely certain. These words of the Lord were related to God’s purpose.  It will actually happen.

The disciples’ hearts were troubled.  Jesus knew what the waiting time would be like, and He was saying to them, ‘It will not always be like this’.  God’s love was expressed in what He said to them.  Divine love is so great, God loves us so much, and we are going to be with Christ for ever for the Father’s glory.  So the Lord felt it necessary to tell them, before He told them of other things, that this is what will happen.  That would be a comfort to them, an encouragement.  We all know what the wilderness is like, what this world is like; there are trials and sorrows.  But when the Lord comes, the pressures will all be gone; there will be only what is the result of the work of God, what is of Christ.  The apostle John wrote about being like Christ; there will only be Christ seen in us.

But we are left here for a reason, for the Father has control over time.  Some would mock; “Where is the promise of His coming?” (2 Pet.3:4) and say that things had never changed since their “fathers fell asleep”. The promise of His coming is in the hearts of His own.  Is His coming in your heart?  Are you longing for the Lord to come for you?  I am, I trust in an increasing way.  That is the first thing to be before the believer’s affections.  Dear Mr John Welch said, ‘I would like to remember the Lord again, but I do not want even that to hamper the prospect of the Lord coming for me’.  That prospect of the believer laid hold of him, that Christ loves us, and is coming for us.  Ties to this earth would be loosened as the anticipation of the Lord’s coming forms me and has its moral effect on me.  Believers need encouragement; they need joy in their heart, and this gives it, the hope that we will surely be with Him for ever.  We have the Lord’s supper; the Lord provides it Himself, and if He does not come before then, we will celebrate that at the beginning of another week.  But the first thing before us is His coming for us; that is to grow in our hearts every day. 

The Lord says here, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place” – a special place for those of the assembly.  How wonderful that will be, to be there with Christ, enjoying Him.  He says in His prayer in John 17, “I desire that where I am … they may behold my glory” (v.24).  Our occupation will be Him – nothing to distract, nothing to mar, nothing to spoil.  Having that hope in our hearts – “I am coming again” – brings about a change in us.  The Lord is looking forward to this, I can say without any hesitation, more than any of us.  He was anticipating it; He was speaking as though it was in His heart there and then.  “I am coming” – not exactly ‘I will come’ but “I am coming … and shall receive you to myself”.  Everyone who is received will be suitable to be there.   

What a change comes about through the gospel!  Dear friend, do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Are you ready to go to be with Him, to go into a secured place with that Person who has entered in before us?  For the assembly, there is nothing else which needs to happen before the rapture.  Other things will need to happen on the earth before the public glory of Christ at His appearing, but nothing else needs to happen before the Lord Jesus comes for all those of His assembly.  Through faith in that One and in His precious work, we are ready for His presence, to be in the Father’s house.  Everything will be suitable when we see Him.  What a reception we will have!  We will be with Him, in His company and with that blessed One for ever; “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”.  What it will be for the Lord Jesus, and what it will be for ourselves!  We will be delivered from so much, and that is part of the reason why I am waiting for the Lord to come, but how much it will mean for Him.  He was leaving the disciples in this scene where He had been rejected, but it will not always be thus – it will change.  “That where I am ye also may be” – what a blessed prospect the believer has!  Do you have that prospect, dear friend?  If we do, there will be a moral result in us, a quickening of our affections.  That One, our eternal Lover, is soon coming for us.

In Thessalonica, Paul faced terrible persecution (1 Thess.2:15).  He was with the saints there for only a short time, then he had left them.  Their persecution was the result of them receiving the gospel.  Some of these young believers may have been martyred in that short time, while some may have died, as we say, naturally.  How tenderly Paul speaks of it here; “fallen asleep through Jesus”.  That would be a comfort, that they had “fallen asleep through Jesus” even though they may have suffered so terribly.  But the Thessalonians were grieved, they did not have the light as to what would happen to those who had fallen asleep through Jesus, although they had been waiting for God’s “Son from the heavens”, 1 Thess.1:10.  They did not have this light until they read Paul’s letter, although they knew Jesus was coming again.  This affected me; “how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”.  These persons had been converted, and one of the reasons was that they were to “await his Son from the heavens”.  There were other reasons why they had been converted, but this was a specific reason, “to await his Son from the heavens”.  I ask, is this really before me every day, because it may happen at any moment.

But the Thessalonians were grieved, and Paul was giving them light about those who had fallen asleep through Jesus, assuring them that they would not miss out.  So there is this parenthesis in which he explains, and gives the detail of, what would happen at what we speak of as the rapture – the first part of the Lord’s second coming.  Paul says, “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord …”.  He is saying to them, ‘it is not only me that is saying this’, although they would believe him, but Paul is saying, ‘it is not only me, it is the Lord’s word’.  He put it that way to impress them.  Paul is saying, ‘This is true’.  We can rely in faith on this word here – this is the truth.

We may doubt it; we may say, is it really going to happen?  The enemy has sown these seeds in persons’ hearts, but this is the word of the Lord: “we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”.  The first wave of power will affect every one who is asleep through Jesus, as well as the dead in Christ – all those other persons of faith.  What myriads!  What divine power that will be, displayed instantly.  They will all hear His voice, taken out of the tombs – a wonderful resurrection, a display of the power of God who raised Christ from among the dead “by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  God will have the last word.  How many will be raised, we will never know, but God knows, the Lord knows (2 Tim.2:19).  Think of it – the Lord Jesus coming for those who are His own. 

We can never measure how much the Lord has served His own.  The Spirit too has served them, and the result of all this will be seen.  He has served His own for the whole dispensation, and He is going to come Himself for His own – what a Saviour!  What a shout that will be: “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout” coming to claim His assembly for Himself.  These are amazing things, and nothing can interfere with them.  He has the right to every one who belongs to Him.  He loves every one, and we will go up together in response to His “assembling shout”.  What power there will be in that voice.  That will be the first time the whole assembly will be with Christ, and He will have it for Himself.  What joy for Him and what joy for ourselves.

Then, “with archangel’s voice” – what authority and supremacy.  It refers to the character of the shout.  It is not an angel who will come, it is the Lord Jesus personally; “the Lord himself” will come for us.  If we were having an audience with the Queen, she would send someone of inferior rank to come for us, but He will not do that.  The word here is “himself”; the Lord Himself is coming, the One who is “King of kings, and Lord of lords” (Rev.19:16), the One who is ‘The church’s glorious Head’ (Hymn 360).  When we see Him, “we shall be like Him,” as the scripture in John’s epistle says.  He is coming with “archangel’s voice” – nothing can interfere – and with “the trump of God”, the God who raises the dead. 

So many persons through this dispensation have suffered and been martyred, but then God will raise them.  It also speaks of the “last trumpet”, 1 Cor.15:52.  The first trumpet in a Roman camp meant ‘pack up, get ready to leave’; they were going to leave the setting they were in.  Then the second one meant, ‘get into rank’.  These two things shall be in place at the Lord’s coming.  We can apply it to the need to be right in our relations together, in rank.  Then the last trumpet signalled that the soldiers were to move out; that is when we shall go.  What power there will be.  It impresses me, the power of it.  Then “we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord.  So encourage one another with these words”.  They are certainly words of encouragement.  May we all be encouraged by the encouragement of the scriptures.

I just close with 1 John 3.  “Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”.  And then there is the moral effect of that: “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”.  What we shall be has not been manifested yet, but it soon will be.  The believer is hidden at the present time, our “life is hid with the Christ in God”, Col.3:3.  The Lord Jesus will soon be manifested, and we shall be like Him; what an immense thing that is.  We will be changed in the “twinkling of an eye”– all those who love Him will be changed, and “we shall be like him”.  What wondrous grace, and it will all be on the basis of what the Lord Jesus has done.  We read of how He will “transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory” (Phil.3:21); our bodies, now in a condition of humiliation because of sin, will be changed into a condition that will never be touched by anything of that sort.  What love!  What great purpose of God, that we will be all be “like him” and with Him.  

Then “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”.  So as we have affection for Christ and His moral beauty is before us, that is what we are to be engaged with.  “Every one that has this hope in him” – in that Person who is perfect in every way – “purifies himself, even as he is pure”.  If you do not have this hope, this will not happen.  The purifying is based on hope; that is the crux of the matter here.  It is of all importance.  As we are engaged with His moral perfection, it gives the Spirit opportunity to form us after Christ.  

May we be encouraged, may our hearts be cheered; “As regards hope, rejoicing”.  He is the believer’s hope, “Christ Jesus our hope” (1 Tim.1:1), our living hope.  Dear friend, keep that blessed Person before you.  May the Lord bless the word.

Kirkcaldy
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John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Romans 12:12 (JND) [12] As regards hope, rejoicing: as regards tribulation, enduring: as regards prayer, persevering:

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

John 1:16 (JND) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace.

Psalms 16:11 (JND) [11] Thou wilt make known to me the path of life: thy countenance is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

John 14:28 (JND) [28] Ye have heard that I have said unto you, I go away and I am coming to you. If ye loved me ye would rejoice that I go to the Father, for [my] Father is greater than I.

Hebrews 9:26 (JND) [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice.

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Romans 11:7 (JND) [7] What [is it] then? What Israel seeks for, that he has not obtained; but the election has obtained, and the rest have been blinded,

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

Hebrews 6:20 (JND) [20] where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

2 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 Thessalonians 2:15 (JND) [15] who have both slain the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and have driven us out by persecution, and do not please God, and [are] against all men,

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Revelation 19:16 (JND) [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.

1 Corinthians 15:52 (JND) [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.

1 John 3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure. …

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

1 Timothy 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ, according to [the] command of God our Saviour, and of Christ Jesus our hope,
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