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THE LIGHT OF GOD’S GLAD TIDINGS

W. Dickson 

Genesis 1: 3; John 8: 10–12; Acts 19: 1, 2, 5, 6; Galatians 4: 4–7 

As we gather on an occasion like this, it is a good question to ask as to why we have gospel preachings. You might say, we have gospel preachings so that, under the message from the preacher, souls may be converted. The purpose of the gospel preaching is to present the light of God’s disposition to men, and for men to accept that light by faith and put their trust in the Saviour. That is why the gospel is proclaimed. It has to be so because the darkness that is in this world is appalling; the moral darkness which enshrouds even cultured men and women is appalling at the present time. The answer to it is the gospel. So I would have to say in regard to this gathering here tonight, in the words of the scripture, “Let there be light”. May the light from God shine into this room tonight! the light of the divine disposition in grace and blessing towards mankind. 

What is the light of God’s disposition to you? Well, first of all there is a glorified Saviour up there in heaven. That is wonderful light! Have you received the precious light by faith of a risen and glorified Saviour up there in the presence of God? What light! None of the universities, nor any of these great seats of learning could give you light like this. The light comes from the word of God, by the testimony of the Holy Spirit, that there is a wonderful living Saviour up there, and that His hand is outstretched in blessing towards you. How has that come about? you say. God took account of man’s need and distance from Himself, and He fulfilled the promise that He gave at the beginning that the woman’s seed would bruise the serpent’s head. Think of God acting, amidst the darkness of the fall, when Adam and Eve fell, under the lie of the devil. What did God say? Did He say, I will shut them up in darkness for ever? No. The light shone that the woman’s seed should bruise the head of the serpent. That light has shone through in every dispensation; it shone through up to the flood and after the flood; it shone through the Mosaic period; through every dispensation, the light that the woman’s seed was going to come. It is a wonderful testimony that there is a glorified Man up there, and His flawless work has been completed. You can pick up any man’s handiwork in this world and examine it. Is it flawless? No, you will find a flaw in it. But you will not find a flaw in the work of Jesus, no, never. 

That precious work of Jesus gives God a righteous basis to let the full flow of His heart go out to mankind, and bring men into blessing, including the forgiveness of sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit and eternal life. Think of it, what light has come in the glad tidings for man amidst the darkness. You walk through the streets of a city and observe the moral darkness; young men and young, women walking the streets in moral darkness. Yet God goes on patiently, giving His testimony, and the cry tonight in this room is, “Let there be light”. Is there a soul in this room tonight still in the darkness? 

‘If you linger in the darkness, 

You will surely miss your way’. (Hymn 154) 

Do not linger in the darkness, put your trust in Jesus; stretch out the arm of faith. 

In John 8 we find this wonderful passage in which the Lord Jesus says, “I am the light of the world”. He says that in contrast to the darkness the Jews displayed, the darkness of a Judaism that had rejected Him. There is no darkness like religious darkness. This poor woman had been caught in the very act of adultery, and they brought all the weight of the law on the case. 

What did the Lord Jesus say? He said, “Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her” (John 8: 7). That convicting light reached first one and he went out, then another and he went out, and so on; they went out one by one from the presence of the light that was there in Jesus. He says here, “I am the light of the world”. Did you know that? This is the gospel for all men, not just light for believers. He says, “he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. I sometimes try to put myself in the place of the ordinary person in the street, or in the place of a person whose conscience has started to become exercised about his state. He may ask, Have you got the answer? The answer is, Follow Jesus! Follow “the light of the world” and you will never go wrong. 

Do you know what it is to walk in that light, the light of life? Could you walk in the presence of the greatest light that this world has ever known? You young persons, when you are at your work and all around you there is darkness, what is the answer? Follow Jesus, keep your eye on Jesus and you will have the light of life, walking in the light of that glorious Person. 

How good it is to walk in the light and follow Jesus. Questions are asked, Do you believe this? Maybe you have to say, that is too deep for me but I follow Jesus. I follow Him by faith. 

I say, that Person is my Saviour, and I walk in the assurance that He will guide me right to the end of the pathway unerringly. Do you know that? Have you the confidence that the Lord Jesus will guide you, and that you need never put a foot wrong in the path in which He leads you. Why? Because He is the light of the world. What a difference it makes when you see the light stretching in front of you. That is Christianity. You keep your eye on Jesus, the light is always there. 

So in chapter 19 of the Acts of the Apostles we find a most remarkable situation. Here is Paul, the great light-bearer, shall I say, and he comes to Ephesus and there were certain disciples there who were dark about the coming of the Holy Spirit. Well, is everybody in this room enjoying the blessed light of the coming of the Holy Spirit? That is precious light. 

There may be thousands of true believers in this world who have no thought of the Holy Spirit; their understanding of Christianity is that through the work of Jesus on the cross they have forgiveness of sins and they will go to heaven when they die. But O, this wonderful light reached Ephesus and Paul said, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?” 

They had not even heard if the Holy Spirit had come. Has that precious light reached you? Is the Holy Spirit indwelling you, filling your heart with peace and joy? Think of that, the precious gift of the Holy Spirit! What light, and it becomes more than light, it is something that you know inwardly in your soul in a living way. How often do you speak to the Holy Spirit? A few years back we used to bring up this matter of speaking to the Holy Spirit, but there has been a tendency for it to lapse. Again I raise the question with you, Did you actually speak to the Holy Spirit today? Just challenge yourself, Did you do it? Do you know the joy and blessedness of speaking to the Comforter, and of His giving you a touch regarding Christ, that fills your heart with living joy? I would commend it to you. It is one of the treasures of Christianity. That verse in 2 Corinthians, “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable free gift” (2 Corinthians 9: 15), covers all the giving of God in the glad tidings, but chiefly it refers to the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

In that great city of Ephesus with its idols, its temple to Diana, and the work of the silversmiths, there were these believers who had been baptised to the baptism of John. The light of the Holy Spirit came in by the apostle Paul, and these men formed the nucleus of the assembly there, that was the apex of Paul’s ministry. It just shows what can happen when light comes in. The light shone there in all its brilliance. 

In Galatians 4: 1, 2, it says, “As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father”. The children were held in bondage under the principles of the world, that was darkness. But then it says, “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship”. That is the Son shining in His radiancy, transcending the darkness of the Jewish system, the system of bondage of the past, so now there is heavenly light. What precious light, the light of sonship! I trust there is nobody here like the returning son in Luke 15, who thought that there might be room in his father’s house as a hired servant. The father had in mind nothing less than the place of sonship for his returning son. That young man in Luke 15 would remember the darkness of the far country, which he had left. If there is someone still in the darkness of the far country, say now, I will rise up and go to my Father. 

And what would be in that house? I do not think they would have the lamps all shaded in that house. No, they would be shining with heavenly lustre. It says, “God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God”. Take a rich man in the world, who has no family to satisfy his affections, and he adopts a boy to fill that void. He gives him his name and assigns part of his property over to that boy. That man, whoever he may be, can never do what God has done for His sons. He cannot give him his spirit. Think of the glory of Christianity, that God in His rich grace has taken us into adoption, that is the word, here, adoption or sonship, and He has given the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. How glorious Christianity is! How superior, transcending in its greatness, the best and brightest thoughts of men. That is heavenly light! 

What does the hymn say? 

‘That gives us now as heav’nly light 

What soon shall be our part!’ (Hymn 64) 

I presume most of you were at the Lord’s supper this morning. Did you see the light shining, the light of sonship, and the Spirit of God’s Son filling the hearts of those who were singing the praises of God’s Son? I expect you all came from Christian households this morning. What marks the Christian household? It says there was darkness in all the land of Egypt, but the children of Israel had light in their dwellings (see Exodus 10: 23). Is that not a precious thing? Think of coming up to the Supper, not out of darkness, but coming up from a household in which there is light. 

All these things enter into the service of God and the heavenly light that shines in the presence of a risen and glorified Christ. I commend it to you. Do not walk in darkness any longer, walk in the light; follow Christ, keep your eye on Him and you will never go wrong as long as you are here. For His name’s sake. Amen. 

Preaching at Glasgow
11 August 1991 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:3 (JND) [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

John 8:10-12 (JND) [10] And Jesus, lifting himself up and seeing no one but the woman, said to her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Has no one condemned thee? [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Acts 19:1-6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. [4] And Paul said, John indeed baptised [with] the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on him that was coming after him, that is, on Jesus. [5] And when they heard that, they were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus. [6] And Paul having laid [his] hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

Galatians 4:4-7 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. [7] So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:7 (JND) [7] But when they continued asking him, he lifted himself up and said to them, Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her.

2 Corinthians 9:15 (JND) [15] Thanks [be] to God for his unspeakable free gift.

Galatians 4:1-2 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Exodus 10:23 (JND) [23] they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place, for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.



THE PURPOSE OF GOD: FUTURE AND PRESENT

J. N. Mather 

Ephesians 1: 8–14; 3: 8–12 

The purpose of God is mentioned in several places in the New Testament, but if we would arrive at its fulness and distinctiveness we must go to the epistle to the Ephesians generally and particularly to verse 10 of chapter 1. The word ‘purpose’ is used throughout the Bible in various contexts, but what is usually meant by divine purpose is the intent and plan of God before time was. This is defined fully in the words—“he purposed in himself ... to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth”. That is the essential theme of divine purpose. It involves the Lord Jesus, but the expression used would, I think, include the assembly as sharing in Christ’s headship. 

The concept of headship appears in various places throughout the Holy Scriptures. The view of headship presented in the epistle to the Colossians is very precious to us, that the Lord Jesus is Head of the assembly. He guides and gives impressions and impulses affectionately and considerately—that is the beautiful setting in Colossians, and is especially enjoyed at the present time. That is not the highest setting of headship however; for that we must go to the epistle to the Ephesians. There we find the full setting out of what is merely suggested in the early chapters of Genesis. Adam was put over all things and gave names to the living creatures, but the Holy Spirit records—“he found no helpmate, his like”, Genesis 2: 20. Then he was provided with a helpmate to share his position as head. The proper fulness of this concept is found in the letter to the Ephesian saints—“and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1: 22, 23. That is, the assembly is the sensitive and feeling expression of Christ, and in this way God will make Himself known according to His divine purpose before time was. 

The fulness of this is future. There are many things that we enjoy at the present time in the purpose of God, such as sonship, which in their proper fulness must be future. Sonship involves not only the status but also the conditions. It requires a body of glory like Christ’s body of glory. I am not, of course, denying the enjoyment of it presently, but it is in its fulness future. That is implied in Ephesians 1: 14—“the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession”. We shall not always be sons in these conditions of humiliation, we are going on to enjoy sonship in the conditions suited to it. That is divine purpose for the future. 

Even the dead in Christ have not entered into the fulness of divine purpose for them; they are enjoying the Lord’s love—Lazarus is a little indication of it as he was in Abraham’s bosom (see Luke 16: 23). There was no more suffering from the privations, shame and pain of this life; he was enjoying love, the love of relationship realised. Those who have fallen asleep through Jesus are enjoying being with Him, yet they are waiting as we are waiting. So the purpose of God will be made known in its fulness. What a wonderful thing it is, not only that we are brought into the secret of His purpose (great as that is) but also that we have part in His purpose. Think of that! That is the future side of it. 

Coming next to Ephesians 3, when it speaks of the purpose of God it mentions in verse 10, “now”, and the “now” relates to the “all-various wisdom of God”, being made known to no less than the “principalities and authorities in the heavenlies ... through the assembly ... according to the purpose of the ages”. That is God’s purpose for this present time and is extremely distinctive. Of course, we might feel that that was rather much to say about ourselves, and to understand it we may have to go back perhaps to the time when it was said first of all. It was said to the Ephesian saints, and it must have been true in Ephesus at that time. It was probably true in Antioch also. Our own position may be left, just for the moment. 

The all-various .wisdom of God was seen in Ephesus, in the assembly there, and learned by the heavenly principalities and authorities. This is not so difficult to accept when we remember that the assembly has the Spirit of Christ. Nor is that all for we are said in Corinthians (see 1 Corinthians 2: 16), to have the mind of Christ, that is the thinking faculty, Christ’s capacity or ability to think. That is not just that we have the Lord’s mind about a matter, as we sometimes say, but the assembly has the Lord’s intelligent faculty. Further, as this very book tells us, the assembly has been endowed from Christ on high with apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers, not all available to us at this moment, but that endowment was all available then. If that were not enough, the apostle says, “For to one, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge”, 1 Corinthians 12: 8. So we can go over all these things and say, ‘It must have been true then, that the all-various wisdom of God would be seen in the assembly’. 

Next, we come to our own position in a broken day. We cannot ignore the breakdown, and must establish whether it is feasible for the all-various wisdom of God to be seen in the assembly now, in our present conditions. The first question we must ask is whether the Spirit of God has changed, has the Spirit of Christ left the assembly? Are we less well-endowed Spirit-wise than they were in the days of Ephesus? Of course, the answer is easy. We are not less well-endowed Spirit-wise, we have the Spirit of God still with us. More than that, in the words of the Lord Jesus, “For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. We can have Christ in the midst. Sadly, not all the gifts are available to us, but some are, and it is still possible to get a word of wisdom or a word of knowledge: It comes back then to ourselves, responsibly. A Philadelphian, although admitting the breakdown soberly before God, would seek to walk, in conditions of smallness and humiliation, as an Ephesian would have walked in his time in the light of the truth. This would not be in outward status nor in claims, but in spiritual and moral substance. That, I believe, would be the desire of a Philadelphian saint—to be found here in much humility but walking practically, not just in the light, but in the practice of what was so preciously set forth in the assembly when it was at its height in Ephesus. Not just as in Pentecostal days, but as in the days enlightened by the fulness of the ministry from Christ on high, and given through His servant Paul. 

Perhaps we should challenge ourselves and our company too, as to whether the all-various wisdom of God is being seen in our gatherings. I am not saying it is, and I am not saying it is not, but I do not think we should be complacent. It is not simply a case of getting on nicely, or of, I think this, and you think that; the standard is very, very much higher. It is that the all-various wisdom of God should be seen in our little gatherings now. What it must mean to heaven where two or three are gathered together in this way, and these authorities can look down and see in essence, in spirit, something of what was there in those most exalted days. I believe it is so, and there is nothing finer. We must, therefore, be careful and dependent and sensitive so that this might be true of us in every occasion of gathering, and perhaps most of all in our occasions for administration, in our assembly giving, for example, and in all the other things that we do. It is what is going to illuminate the world to come and set the tone for eternity. The divine purpose, beloved, is that now the purpose of God is realised and demonstrated in our gatherings. May it exercise all our hearts that we may fill it out acceptably for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
18 February 1992




Scripture references

Ephesians 1:8-14 (JND) [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence, [9] having made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him, [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will, [12] that we should be to [the] praise of his glory who have pre-trusted in the Christ: [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Ephesians 3:8-12 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, [9] and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things, [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God, [11] according to [the] purpose of the ages, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord, [12] in whom we have boldness and access in confidence by the faith of him.

Genesis 2:20 (JND) [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like.

Ephesians 1:22-23 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Luke 16:23 (JND) [23] And in hades lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:8 (JND) [8] For to one, by the Spirit, is given [the] word of wisdom; and to another [the] word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit;

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.



THE WAITING TIME





R. D. Plant 

2 Samuel 19: 24–30; 1 Samuel 3: 1–4; Luke 2: 22–32; Revelation 1: 9–11 

I wanted to say a few words about the waiting time. One of the remarkable things about this dispensation in which we are is the length to which it has gone. One of the hymns speaks about the Lord Jesus as the Man of patience waiting now (No.274). Think of the mighty work He has done and all He has died to secure and yet He is waiting for the full answer to Himself. The day of faith has gone on now for a long time, nearly two thousand years, and there are many things in it which test us; reproach tests us, and seeking to maintain what is true and the truth is a testing matter for us, but I believe the waiting time itself is one of the most testing things. Someone has said that the test of reality is continuance, and I suppose we could say another test of reality is how we come through the waiting time. 

God can do things quickly, the creation was completed in six days. The life of Jesus was very short, thirty-three and a half years probably in total; three and a half years in public service, and perhaps only a few days of that recorded in the gospels. How much was secured in three hours at Calvary; and then in three days and three nights! In a day to come, after the saints are gone, it speaks of Babylon the great corrupt system that would take Christ’s name and yet give glory to itself, “Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in one hour thy judgment is come”, Revelation 18: 10. In one hour, that is remarkable. It seems as if a great joining together of nations will be used to overthrow Babylon, but what they will have done is to destroy themselves as well, and the whole commercial system will follow Babylon down. These are difficult times in the business world but what a collapse that will be when it is realised how much the prosperity of the great commercial system is tied up with Babylon the great harlot. So God can do things quickly. Think of all the years that Babylon has been built up, and yet it will be finished in one hour. 

Yet God waits in this day in which we live, and in the glad tidings He waits in grace with hands outstretched to bless. There are many here who have cause to thank God for the fact that He waited for them. Some of us had heard the gospel preached for quite a while before we yielded to it. What would it have been if God had not waited for us? It says, “And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you”, Isaiah 30: 18. Perhaps there is somebody like that. Perhaps there is someone here today to whom that word would come that He has waited for you; He has waited until today, perhaps because you have turned away from Him, or not given Him what is due to Him. 

Perhaps He is reaching out with His long arm and touching you today. You say, I did not expect the gospel at these meetings. The gospel should never be far from us. He has waited that He might reach you today, as the hymn writer says— 

‘Jesus lingers still, ‘tis for you He waits, 

And He’s waited for you long; 

He waits that heav’n, with its fadeless joy, 

May yet to you belong’. (Hymn 439) 

It is all for you; perhaps the dispensation has just waited for you. I think the believer understands that God is waiting because He is not willing that any should perish. The scripture says to us, He is not willing that any should perish—any man, woman or child—He is not willing that any one of them should perish; that is the gospel preached in the waiting time. 

I have digressed, but I believe we find the waiting time tests us. Most of us here know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, we know what is prepared for us, we know that the only future for the Christian is glory, but the waiting time tests us. Throughout the Scriptures it has been so; it tested them in Moses’ day when he went up the mountain to receive the law for six weeks and in six weeks they forgot him. How long would it take you and me to forget Christ? How much we need to be kept in the area of the truth, to be kept in the area of the Spirit, to be kept with one another, and to be kept fresh in our spirits too. How we do need to be kept! There is not one of us here who is much in himself or herself. It is His love we rely on, not ours, a love that will not let us go. It speaks in the New Testament of a bondman who says in his heart, My lord delays to come, and he began to beat the menservants and the maidservants and so on because of this (see Luke 12: 45). Then Peter refers to what the mockers said, 

“Where is the promise of his coming?” 2 Peter 3: 4. These are all things that test us, are they not? Our profession really is that our hopes and aspirations are all set in another Man in another 

place, and yet the years go on. I believe we are very tested by this waiting time. 

I read about these four persons, who I believe were helped to be maintained in the waiting time, that we might get some help from them. The first one is Mephibosheth. If Mephibosheth sets out anything, he sets out, by application, someone who was personally attached to Christ. It is possible for us to be interested and almost fascinated by the truth, and the testimony. Well, that is good in as far as it goes, but Mephibosheth was personally attracted to David; for us that would be to Christ. You could give him his liberty, you could set him at David’s table continually, you could make him as one of the king’s sons, you could give him all the territory of Jonathan his father, but he would say, in type, I will give it all away if only I can have Christ. There are not many of us like that. One thing that would help us in the waiting time is to be more personally attached to Christ. He had not had an easy up-bringing. He was the son of Jonathan, who had been slain on mount Gilboa, the house of Saul had come down. Mephibosheth is one of the few that are left, and he was lame on both his feet. He had been affected by things that had happened before he was of responsible years. 

We have to say sadly, some of us who are older, that some young people here have been affected by things that were not their responsibility. But then David said one day, Are there any left of Saul’s house, that I might show the kindness of God to them? and you can see that Mephibosheth was reserved for grace to find; he was not reserved to have the kingdom. You younger ones have not exactly been reserved for a system of thousands of persons, and a great organisation, but you have been reserved for grace. God in His mercy and infinite grace has reached out and preserved for us, up till now, another generation. Mephibosheth never forgot the grace of David. He would say, I was just a dead dog; I had nothing by way of right, but David has given me everything, and I will give everything to him. Are 

we like that for Christ? 

Then you remember David was driven from his kingdom, he goes into exile because his son Absalom comes and usurps the throne, typical of the anti-Christian principle that we spoke about in the reading. What is anti-Christian? Do not get some impression of some ferocious beast in what is anti-Christian; it is a suggestion that somebody can do better for you than Christ can, that is what it is. That is what Absalom did, he said to the people, If you will only give me a place I will look after all your problems; I will give you all the attention you should have. Some followed him in their simplicity. I would say to you, especially to the young ones, that the world is full of what is anti-Christian, it is full of what will undermine the value of Christ in your soul. It will be done subtly, it is not a frontal attack upon Him, it is the way the enemy would undermine Christ’s power and influence in your soul. 

Now Mephibosheth was lame and could not go with David in his rejection, and when David comes back the question arises as to whether he has been loyal to David or loyal to Absalom. 

The question is left in the scripture. These other men go out to meet the king; Shimei, he was a devious man, who had cursed David when he fled, but when David comes back, Shimei comes out with a thousand men, making a big show, and pleads his allegiance to David. Ziba also comes out with fifteen sons and twenty servants, and fords the Jordan to welcome David. 

Mephibosheth did not come just then. There is a lovely touch here, “And Mephibosheth ... 

came down to meet the king ... And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king”. He was truly a man in Jerusalem. It says, that he had neither washed his feet nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes from the day the king departed until the day, he came again in peace. 

You may say Mephibosheth had become almost obnoxious, but what he had done was to demonstrate, in the king’s absence, that he shared his rejection with him. If David 

was gone, for Mephibosheth everything was gone. Would that we had a deep and abiding affection for Christ. Would that we could see where Christ is, and show in our behaviour, in our dress, and in our deportment that we do not belong here, we belong to a rejected Man. 

That was Mephibosheth, that is what kept him. He did not get carried away with Absalom, and when David comes back he is not sure about Mephibosheth, and the scripture leaves the record that way. But Mephibosheth had waited typically for Christ. Are you doing that? 

There are older men and women here, and some younger ones, who have a peculiar link with the Lord Jesus. Let us all seek to develop this and find out all you can about Him. Never let the impression of grace leave us. If it had not been for that wonderful grace that reached out to each one of us, where would we be today? Mephibosheth retained the sense of it, and that lovely word remains on the page of Scripture, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”. 

Then in 1 Samuel 3, it is at a time when things had got very, very low in Israel. I think it was about three hundred and fifty years, as far as I can make out from the books, from the time they crossed the Jordan to this point. The people had gone through the time of the judges, and it says, at the end of the book of Judges, that every man did what was right in his own eyes; things had deteriorated. It seems that they had brought the tabernacle into the land, after having crossed the Jordan with it, and I think first of all it was pitched at Gilgal; then it seems that they had re-erected the tabernacle at Shiloh, and there it had remained, it was static. I judge from the scripture where we have read that they had made additions to it and generally the impression that you get is that things had declined, and the conduct of the priesthood had declined. Publicly things have declined today. There is a sense of neglect in relation to the things of God that results in dishonour to His name. 

Yet here He is going to revive something through a young boy. I think somebody has said that when you think things are at their darkest and most dismal, look out, for that is the time God loves to work. He does not work like men work; and here He begins to work in a boy, Samuel. I did not want to speak about Samuel so much, but of what it says, “Eli lay in his place”, that is the official priest, “(now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see), and the lamp of God had not yet gone out”. It was three hundred and fifty years since the crossing of the Jordan, things were neglected, the priesthood was corrupt, the Philistines according to the history were encroaching every day, crushing the life out of Israel, and yet here in the temple it says, “the lamp of God had not yet gone out”. That is a very significant thing. I think it must refer to the candlestick. If you went into the court of the tabernacle, you would have the brazen altar, then the laver, and then the entrance to the holy place. In the holy place there would be the golden altar, and on one side the table of showbread, and on the other side the candlestick. The candlestick was of beaten gold, and may refer to Christ as the light-bearer and what is maintained of Him in the affections and exercises of His own. Think of how Christ, the light-bearer was maintained, for instance, in the Reformation, where these men and women went to the stake, the beaten gold was there, and the light was shining. Did not Bishop Latimer say as he went to martyrdom, ‘We shall thus this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England as shall never be put out’? Think of Jesus maintaining the shining. 

One striking thing about the candlestick is that the oil for the candlestick was provided by the people, olive oil, beaten out. 

Now where I have read here, the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and it must have meant that despite the neglect, someone was still beating out the oil. Is that not fine? Three hundred and fifty years from Jordan, and someone, every day, was beating out the oil. 

It is said of the candlestick in the holy place, that the light shone over against itself. Think of the light, you may say, shining on the beaten gold; think of the light shining upon what speaks of Christ, the light-bearer. Think of it shining over the dark ages! I think we can say the light, the lamp, has never gone out. Then it says it shone opposite to the table, and there on the table were the twelve shew loaves that speak of all the saints maintained before God. 

What a thing, if there is someone here who could be maintained not only in personal attraction to Christ, but in seeking to maintain the whole of God’s thoughts in exercise, and in that way providing the oil for the lamp. Someone was exercised to find the olives and to beat out the oil, and carry it to the lamp for the priest to use. Is there someone exercised in Edinburgh, or in any other locality, that the light might still shine, and the truth as to Christ, not only what He is personally, but what He is as the light-bearer? Are you still bringing the oil in this waiting time? I just commend these thoughts to you, because these persons were helped and kept in the waiting time. It tested them but someone held on in it, in loyalty to the full light of Christ, and what is suggested in the table. 

Then in Luke we read of Simeon, I do not know exactly how long it was but there is a big time gap from the end of the Old Testament to the New, probably three hundred years anyway. And here it speaks about a man in Jerusalem. The power of Rome was everywhere at this time. Caesar Augustus had decreed that he would take a census of all the habitable world. Just think of that decree that every person should go to their own city and register on the census roll; the whole world was at his command. Here, over against all that, there was something coming in. I commend to you what has been said in ministry, that amidst the public power of Rome, the kingdom of God came in silently. There was a man in Jerusalem, and he had been waiting for it. I cannot go into the detail of it, but I would just like it to affect 

your heart, he had been waiting and he was an old man now; he had kept himself in the area of divine communication. People would be talking about Rome and its greatness and I suppose here it was close to the pinnacle of its power. Rome was everywhere, its power, its administration, its cruelty, and people would be talking about it, but here is a man waiting for something else, waiting for the consolation of Israel. Then one day these two with the child Jesus came in, bringing with them the smallest offering mentioned in the law, “A pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons”, and that is how the Lord of glory came publicly into the temple along with the smallest offering of all. Think of the two little birds that they bring there, perhaps a pair of pigeons; how very small things were. In Matthew you get the magi, the star in the sky, and the question, “Where is the King of the Jews ... ?” But there is nothing like that in Luke. In Luke we have ‘a houseless, homeless Stranger, our sorrows all to share’. 

He is brought into the temple and there is one man there who is waiting and he receives Him into his arms, and says, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go ... for mine eyes have seen thy salvation”. Let none of us, old or young, get too occupied with the power and greatness of man and his world. Mighty events have happened even in this past year, things that most never thought would happen. Do not think that means that all the danger is over, it may just be beginning. We have seen in the affairs of men tremendous change; we have seen the great power of armies and man’s armaments, but do not get carried away by it. The kingdom of God is much greater. It says in the prophet Daniel that the God of the heavens will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and which will break in pieces every other kingdom (Daniel 2: 44). The kingdom of God had come in Jesus; it was not the day for the breaking up of other kingdoms. It was the day of salvation for men, and that day continues still; but His kingdom will break every other kingdom, and the greatness of Christ will be known through the whole earth. Simeon was a man who could 

be aside from the world’s glory. It is a simple word, perhaps especially for those who are younger, for we can be carried away by the power of the world’s affairs. I commend that word to all of us that the kingdom of God came in silently. What was in the arms of Simeon was something that was going to change the whole face of this earth, and the whole future of millions of men and women. Jesus came, a houseless, homeless Stranger, and Simeon was so in the Spirit that he received Him into his arms. He did not have to wonder whether it was the right way, he did not hesitate a moment, he said this is God’s salvation. 

Finally, I read in Revelation, where the writer John is in the island of Patmos, “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus”. The Lord says to Peter, as to John, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee?”, John 21: 22. In a certain way I suppose the beginning of the dispensation was marked by Peter, and all that happened in Jerusalem publicly. Then you have Paul, and the end of the day really is John’s day. John writes his gospel when the assembly publicly had failed; you may say it looked as if everything might fall apart, but despite that John writes about believing that Jesus is the Christ and having life in His name. He never calls himself an apostle. In his gospel he never even gives himself a name, nor does he speak about the assembly formally; he does not speak about any formal order of things here at all. In this book he calls himself, “I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus”. Then he says he was “in the island called Patmos”. He was exiled there I suppose; he was not there for a holiday. The power and opposition of the world was brought to bear on this servant of the Lord, who had never sought a place, and never sought a name. They had banished him there with a view, I suppose, that he should work there till he died. What terrible opposition the world would use to crush out the very name of Jesus. It would crush every bit of life towards God, that is what the enemy would do to you, he 

would crush you in spirit; he would crush these men in the Scriptures in their bodies. At the Reformation believers were burned at the stake after being tortured with all kinds of instruments of torture. The world, despite its often religious guise, would crush out every expression of Christ. 

But there is one thing that it could not do to John, for he says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. I wonder if we know what it is to take advantage of the fact that there is an area of things that is beyond anything that man can do. I do not have the impression that this is just something he had done for the first time, but he was able to abstract himself from the toil. 

There amidst his cares, he says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. That is the recompense. If we are to be kept in the waiting time amidst the pressure and the sorrow of what will come against us, then I think we need to know what it is to habituate the sphere of privilege. May we be encouraged in that. May we know what it is to turn aside from all else and enter a sphere of things where there is no pressure, where there is no sorrow, and where there will never be an end. That is your privilege and mine in the Spirit. John says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. I think that may be the only reference to the Lord’s day in Scripture. The first day of the week is the distinctive Christian day, not the Sabbath but the first day of the week is the day that Jesus rose from among the dead. But when the pressure of the world is exerted on you, that would crush out His name, I believe it is not only the first day of the week but it is the Lord’s day. I am not talking only about whether shops should be opened or closed on that day, but much wider than that. The world would range all it can against the believer, against his profession and his hopes, but it is the Lord’s day, and there is a world beyond the pressure and the sorrow. While we await the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ we can know the privilege of, “I became in the Spirit”. May we know the blessedness of that privilege that is beyond everything 

here, and be helped in the waiting time, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
1 January 1992 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 19:24-30 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace. [25] And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king, the king said to him, Why didst thou not go with me, Mephibosheth? [26] And he said, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I will saddle me the ass, and ride thereon, and go with the king; for thy servant is lame. [27] And he has slandered thy servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God; do therefore what is good in thy sight. [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king? [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.

1 Samuel 3:1-4 (JND) [1] And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. And the word of Jehovah was rare in those days; a vision was not frequent. [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see), [3] and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was, [4] that Jehovah called to Samuel. And he said, Here am I.

Luke 2:22-32 (JND) [22] And when the days were fulfilled for their purifying according to the law of Moses, they brought him to Jerusalem to present [him] to the Lord [23] (as it is written in the law of [the] Lord: Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord), [24] and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of [the] Lord: A pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons. [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Revelation 1:9-11 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.

Revelation 18:10 (JND) [10] standing afar off, through fear of her torment, saying, Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in one hour thy judgment is come.

Isaiah 30:18 (JND) [18] And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you; for Jehovah is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

Luke 12:45 (JND) [45] But if that bondman should say in his heart, My lord delays to come, and begin to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and to drink and to be drunken,

2 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation.

1 Samuel 3 (JND) [1] And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. And the word of Jehovah was rare in those days; a vision was not frequent. [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see), [3] and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was, …

Daniel 2:44 (JND) [44] And in the days of these kings shall the God of the heavens set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the sovereignty thereof shall not be left to another people: it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, but itself shall stand for ever.

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.



EXTRACTS

… But on the point you write about (2 Corinthians 6: 14) I cannot hesitate a moment in stating what I feel. 

Neither the warnings nor the motives confine themselves to worship, nor even have they any particular application that I can see. Chapter 6: 1 is as large as can be. The principles of verses 14–17 are as general and absolute as possible. Christ has no accord with Belial anywhere, nor the temple of God with idols. God does not walk in our midst only in worship. 

I am not to touch unclean things everywhere, not in worship merely—I am not to touch it anywhere, because we form the temple of the living God. Being yoked is not worship—it is everything that brings us to community of thought and moral judgment. It is a question of receiving—being owned as—sons and daughters, not of worship. I do not see a trace of any application to worship in the passage, but of everything which puts two to pull together where moral principles are concerned. “Perfecting holiness in the fear of God” is the conclusion. 

What is above all to be dreaded as to the saints now, is relaxation of their principles in a worldly way. Evident immorality would be at once judged, as anything gross perhaps in worldliness, but it is this tendency to loosen the absoluteness and universality of Christ as a motive which tends to eat out the spiritual life. You are quite at liberty to use this as a testimony which I would make as strong as I possibly could against any such unholy and condemned yoke. The passage applies to marriage, to partnerships, because it applies to everything where people have to walk together on some common principle, and the Christian is to bring in Christ as his one and only motive for everything. An unbeliever cannot do this, for he has not the motive, and it is impossible they can act together. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’ Vol. 2, pp.481, 482) 

What I still dread is worldliness; it weakens the spring of all. For what is there but Christ? He reveals the Father; He is eternal joy, and present life too. We do not enough feel that what is not seen is revealed to us (see 1 Corinthians 2). How could we look upon it if it were not, or how set our affections on things above? Perhaps as one draws nearer we see clearer, or are more occupied with it, but it seems to me all. People go on around me with their occupations, and I suppose must, and I know ought in one sense; but it seems to me another world which ends in nothing. At any rate, the fashion of it passes away—Christ, and His word, and they who do God’s will, never. All that is eternal; only we have to seek His guidance to serve Him, with His wisdom and according to His will. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’ Vol. 3, pp.112, 113) 

But the creature must have an object to live for, and so it was as, to Paul’s soul, it was by the faith of Jesus Christ. By faith in Jesus Christ Paul lived indeed. The Christ who was the source of his life, who was his life, was its object also. It is this which always characterises the life of Christ in us: He Himself is its object—He alone. The fact, that it is by dying for us in love that He—who was capable of it, the Son of God—has given us thus freed from sin this life as our own, being ever before the mind, in our eyes He is clothed with the love He has thus shown us. We live by faith of the Son of God, who has loved us, and given Himself for us. And here it is personal life, the individual faith that attaches us to Christ, and makes Him precious to us as the object of the soul’s intimate faith. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 4, p.264) 

But I say without any hesitation that it is the responsibility of every one of us to maintain the truth. We do not maintain the truth merely by clinging tenaciously to the terms of the truth, but by being ourselves the exponents of the truth. You may think what I say is hard, but I judge that we ought to be prepared to surrender everything—whatever we have in this life, the dearest ties and associations, whatever honour or glory or position we may have—in order to be exponents of the truth which the Lord has given us to maintain. It is very easy to justify having things agreeable here—and God may allow us to enjoy many things here—but they may readily be too prominent with us, and when they are the truth has a second place; and which, I ask, should have the first place—the things of this life, or the truth? Every right-minded person would allow that the truth is to be the first thing, and we are at all costs to maintain it; and the divine way to maintain it is by ourselves being the expression of it, and everything has to be subordinate to that. So I say that in a sense the less a man has in this world the better. If we have confidence in God, God can care for His people, and He is not limited to human methods. People make provision for their families in their way, and think that God is bound to that way. God has His own way, and can make provision in His own way; He is not bound to any particular way. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 2, p.268)
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6:14 (JND) [14] Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation [is there] between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness?

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …
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