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John 1: 25-37; 6: 66-69; 12: 1-3

J.S.G.  I wondered if we might speak together a little, brethren, of the appreciation these persons had of Christ, and consider the effect which it had upon them.  There are many titles of the Lord Jesus in this first chapter of John, but John the baptist seems to stand out as one who is continually calling attention to Christ, and he does so because he appreciates Him.  We should think about that: in our gatherings together, in our household arrangements and all our conversations, our prime objective should be, beloved brethren, to speak of Jesus.  If we appreciate Him, we will speak of Him.  It is in this gospel that it is said of one: "These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him", chap 12: 41.  We have the thought in one of the gospels: "What think ye concerning the Christ?", Matt 22: 42.  That is one thing; but then the Lord says to His own, "But ye, who do ye say that I am?" (Matt 16: 15); that is, that we are to be able to say something about the Lord Jesus.  I am impressed with the fact that we may be on the very verge of eternity.  The Lord's coming may be very near indeed, and we shall be introduced into eternal conditions, and we shall then be occupied with Jesus.  Are we occupied with Him now?  Can we speak of Him now?  We shall be at home in heaven when we are with the Lord.  We shall speak to Him and of Him, but I have the feeling that we should have before us that the assembly (and we can speak only of what is available to us in the way of practical links together and the much blessing we have assembling) - our gatherings in the light of the assembly - should in character be akin to what heaven will be.  That involves that we should be occupied with the Lord Jesus and we should speak of Him.  I wondered if we might think of that and the effect on these persons of speaking of Jesus.  One effect of this on John the baptist was that he spoke less and less about himself, and in his service he diverted from himself and directed to Jesus.  Another effect was that two of his own disciples left him and followed Jesus.  What a great thing to have that result! 

Then we find that the effect on Peter was that he was prepared to go on in spite of diversion.  And Mary was really brought to worship, (I suppose we could think of it in that way) she is so appreciative of the One who was to give everything for her.  We can speak about the detail of it perhaps a little, but she was brought to lavish everything upon the One whom she loved.  We have been well instructed as to our links with the Lord Jesus, that they begin with attraction and go on to attachment and finally reach affection.  I wonder if just a hint of that would be in these three passages, but the brethren can bring out more of the wealth of these scriptures.

E.C.B.  I think what you are suggesting is vital to us all; in fact, I myself have found it extraordinarily refreshing to speak to others and find readiness to speak about the Lord.  It is interesting that in John 1 the appreciation rests on seeing Him; in John 6 it seems to rest on hearing Him - " thou hast words".  Is there something in that? 

J.S.G.  That is very good.  John had this word; "he who sent me to baptise with water, he said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see"; that is to say, he had a word.  I think we ought to try and carry one another along.  It is a concern to me that we should all be together in the appreciation of the Lord Jesus personally.  Our appreciation may be different, but, as you say, it is vital that we should have a view of Him in the way that divine appreciation is expressed.

E.C.B.   Do you have in mind that we can multiply this by communicating to one another what our personal appreciation is? 

J.S.G.  There is bound to be an effect; I think that is a good way to put it, that there is a multiplying effect.  It is easy to see that a living appreciation of the Lord Jesus in one and another will soon spread.

J.C.E.  It soon spread in the case of Mary; it says "the house was filled with the odour of the ointment".  Does that show the multiplication of things when we exchange impressions of the Lord Jesus? 

J.S.G.  Yes, that is very good to have before us as something in view.  We could draw one another along by considering that these things start, perhaps in a small way, with each of us being attracted to Jesus.  We may be attracted to Him by what He has done for us, but we are to be attracted to Him, too, by what He is personally.  This chapter brings that out.

S.H.  I was thinking of John the baptist's appreciation of Christ as the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world".  Are we not taught that that goes on to new heavens and a new earth? 

J.S.G.  I think that would be right.  Who else could take away the sin of the world?  Another world must be in view, must it not?  That is one effect of appreciating Jesus in this sacrificial way, that we see that He is the One who is to introduce an entirely new system, a new world for God, and we are to find our way into it now.

R.T.  Does John show us power in service without anything official?  Would that be a feature of being drawn to Christ like this? 

J.S.G.  That is something we should seek, I am sure.  The power would hang upon our being personally drawn to this wonderful Person who is presented in this chapter in the glory of who He is personally, His deity, and then as a Man.

R.T.  Affection for the Lord may wane a bit and we fall back on status or what is official or something.  That is just what has happened publicly and it is a very great danger, whereas the freshness of affection does not promote self at all, but we are able to speak in power about this blessed One.

J.S.G.  That is very good.  I think it is the line of this gospel that John the apostle has taken account of public breakdown and he is saying to the saints that what is going to carry us through, what is going to maintain us in permanency, is an appreciation of the Son of God.

D.A.B.    We sometimes rather discount the two going to Emmaus, but when they were asked the subject of their conversation they said, "The things concerning Jesus" (Luke 24: 19), and that led directly into a unique manifestation of Himself.  I wondered if such an experience is open to us this morning, if we follow the subject of their conversation.

J.S.G.  Do you not think that the possibility exists today too, that just as they had a conversation on the way, when they came into the company they found there were others there who were saying, "The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon", Luke 24: 34?  That leads on to expansion of what they had had for themselves but in a wider circle.

D.A.B.  Yes, that sequence appears twice in this chapter - that there is conversation about Jesus, followed by a manifestation of Himself.  I wondered if that is something we might in faith look for even in this conversation, that there might be a manifestation of Himself.

J.S.G.  That is very helpful.  That is what we look for.

E.O.P.M.  So they were in the same position as these people here: "In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not  know".   We may be coming to the meetings, we may be in the place where the Lord is manifesting Himself, and yet we may not know Him.  You were speaking earlier as to encouraging one another.  Maybe we need to pray, as the prophet did for the young man: "open his eyes" (2 Kings 6: 17), that we might know the Lord and see Him in the midst.

J.S.G.  Very good.  We might today become like one of these two disciples who followed Jesus, perhaps for the first time or in a fresh way.  It is the effect of someone calling attention to Christ.

E.C.M.  The spreading effect is most attractive.  Verse 41: "We have found the Messias" verse 45:  We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets".  That is a personal discovery in the affections of the believer which he can pass on as his own property.   

J.S.G.  That is very good, and I think it contrasts with what was just referred to.  The practical question for us is whether we will find the Lord, whether we find Him in the ministry, whether we find Him in the Scriptures.  I take it we all read the Scriptures: I am sure that as we commit ourselves to reading the word and look for Christ in it, we shall find expansion.

T.O.  Would there be some suggestion of the passover lamb in what John is bringing out here as to the Lamb of God?  As the lamb was brought into the house for a period of time, there would have been attraction and attachment to the lamb.

J.S.G.   That is a good thought.  The record of Jesus in the gospels is linked with what is presented there, that the lamb was in the house four days. The disciples were surrounding Jesus and they became very attached to Him.  Peter speaks of that: "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal".  They came to the point where they wondered how they would do without Him.  I did wonder whether the reference here to "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world" would involve, too, what we have in Genesis 22, that is, "God will provide himself with the sheep" (v 8).  Would it be right to say "the Lamb of God" would involve the Lamb provided by God in view of the great sacrif1c1al work that was needed? 

E.C.B.  The Lamb of God: that is what God Himself has provided.  I was thinking, as that was referred to, that this was an immediate impression of John.  He did not have all the doctrine and teaching about it that we have.  We immediately speak about the new heavens and earth, but John did not see all that.  What John had was a personal impression of a Man. 

J.S.G.  He was occupied with death in the figure of it - baptising - but, as you say, what came before him in a living way was this wonderful Person in manhood.

E.C.B.  Perhaps that kind of thing shows us how the Sprit will help to develop the fulness of our first impressions.

J.S.G.  I am sure that is so, but the first impressions themselves are important.   It is simple to say, but you cannot develop something that does not exist, and it is for all of us, however young or old we might be, to take and appropriate the precious impressions that are available of the Lord Jesus personally.

P.M.  Does John have a view, not only of what the Lord was able to do for him but of what He was doing for God?  Does that help us to get a wide view of the glory of the Person?  It is not just limited to myself.

J.S.G.  That is good.  We sometimes distinguish - and rightly - between what he says in the early part about the sacrificial side and then his statement in verse 36.  I was struck by the fact that his statement "Behold the Lamb of God" is like a spontaneous expression of adoration. He is so occupied with this Person as he sees Him walking, that he bursts out in this adoration.

H.A.H.  Why is John's first impression "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world"?  It is clear from the previous part of the chapter that he had had other impressions conveyed to him when he was sent on his mission.  Do you think it lay in what you said as to his having to do with death in a figure, and that, if men were to be secured for God, it must be on a sacrificial basis? 

J.S.G.   I think that would be the teaching of it.  As was said, it is a question how much John understood, but I think that would be involved in it.   John personally, while he fulfils the service he knew was committed to him, was occupied with the glory of the Person who was there.  He sees Jesus coming to him - I suppose this was the Lord coming to him to be baptised - and he is just full of the glory of the Person who is approaching him.

H.A.H.   So whatever we may have in the way of service in preaching the gospel or whatever, our minds should be open all the time to receive some fresh impression.

J.S.G.   I think that is good.  We should have faith for what God is able to bring in.  It is striking that John speaks of himself earlier as "the voice" (v 23).  I have been struck with the fact - as has, of course, been called attention to - that we do not have in John's gospel the Father's voice at the baptism, but what we have is John the baptist as a voice down here expressing appreciation of the One who was in the mind of heaven.  Would you say that? 

H.A.H.  That is very fine.

R.T.  It says, "because he was before me"; is that referring to His deity? 

J.S.G.  I think it is, and do you not think that is the vital starting point?  You can have a link with every true Christian on the ground of what Jesus is personally in this way.  It is a privilege, but is it not a test, as to a link with every Christian?  But if you presented the wonderful truth of the opening of this chapter, you would soon find a true believer, would you not? 

J.M.  Because of His deity, when He comes into manhood He must take precedence over every other man.  Is that not an important thing to realise? 

J.S.G.  Very important indeed.  That is one of the main things about John the baptist - "He was before me"; and the effect on him was that he just wanted to be out of sight to make way for this wonderful Person.  They ask him about himself, but his words are fewer and fewer each time.

D.A.B.  Would you say something more about the Father's voice?  That is a fresh thought to me.  Is it in your mind that although the Father had spoken, that speaking had had an effect in John? 

J.S.G.  That is one of the points in mind.  I wondered if it would show us how the Father is looking for the development of  this appreciation on our side, to consider that in this record we do not actually have the Father' s voice in expression although, of course, it was there, as you say; but we have a man, not only in the personal appreciation of the One who was the Lamb of God and the Son of God, but expressing it, and, obviously, by the result, seeking that it might have an effect on others.

E.P.   It is a remarkable thing that John says, "A man comes after me”, and then he says, "who takes a place before me, because he was before me".  It is a Man, and I wondered if that would help us to see how available such an one as Jesus is to each one of us.

J.S.G.  Very good.  How gracious of Jesus to be there in the midst of persons, although personally so great yet prepared to be unknown!  "He came to his own, and his own received him not" (v 11).  As you say, he says, "A man comes after me who takes a place before me".  Well, this is the Man whom God appreciates and He is the One who is the source of interest and appreciation for us.

E.P.  I am affected by a deepening impression of who He is, yet at the same time we can have a sense of real liberty in having to do with Him, even the youngest.   He is a Man who has the feelings and affections and, I suppose we could say, the moral beauty of a Man who is unique.  That just impresses me, that such a One as He is available to us here today.

J.S.G.   John says - it is interesting to me.  I think the young people should be interested in this - "the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose".  Of the least service you can think of, John says, I am not really worthy to perform that service to this glorious Person, He is so great.

E.C.B.  In regard again to what you said as to the Father's voice not being here, do you think it is of interest (John's gospel, as we understand, being the last part of Scripture written) that it really brings out the test to us, not what is the Father saying about Christ, but what are we saying about Christ? 

J.S.G.  That is what is in mind I think, and we are tested as you say - I am tested - but the Spirit is available.  We have an array of titles in this chapter to show that there is infinite variety in the beauty and perfection of Jesus for us to explore, and the Spirit is always ready.

E.C.B.  I was wondering if there was any connection with the beginning of Hebrews, that in these last days God "has spoken to us in the person of the Son", chap 1: 2.  So it becomes a question of how much you appreciate the Son.

J.S.G.  Quite so, and that chapter goes on to contrast the Son personally with angels; he says "as to the Son" (v 8).  What can we say as to the Son?  Is that your point? 

E.C.B.  Yes.  Perhaps I can ask another question, because I am sure we all feel the need of considerable help in these things.  Can you help us, even from your own experience, as to how we catch impressions of Christ? 

J.S.G.  Well, the older brethren would be better ones to speak about that, but - perhaps it is too simple to say - I do not think we should limit our thought of receiving impressions and be ready at any time.  I think impressions of Christ are received when our affections are ready for movement.  Is that any help? 

E.C.B.  I am sure that is right.  One thing that will hinder us is becoming self-conscious about it, but we need that spirit of receptiveness which is very closely connected with faith, is it not? 

J.S.G.  I think it is.

D.E.R.  And with the Spirit, because what we are saying challenges each one of us as to how free the Spirit is with us, because He will occupy us with Christ.  That is the service He loves to render.

J.S.G.  That is right.  I think that would link with what we have here as to the Spirit's activity.  Here is One on whom the Spirit can descend as a dove and abide upon Him.  He is the One with whom the Spirit is continually seeking to engage the saints, but, as you say, on our side liberty with the Spirit must enter into our readiness to receive divine impressions.

L.A.B.  While we do not get the Father's voice here, there is stress laid on the Spirit, that is, the Spirit descending as a dove, and the Lord as the One who baptises with the Holy Spirit.  In John's gospel, as the Lord leaves the saints, He lays considerable stress on the Spirit, as though that is the secret, because the Spirit appreciates Christ, and He would help us practically in our appreciation of Him.

J.S.G.  That is good.  I am sure we should lay hold of that, that there is a sphere in which the Holy Spirit is active now.  If we have faith we shall apprehend it, and then, as you say, ourselves make room for the Holy Spirit's liberty in each of us, so that as together - these occasions of being together are great privileges - the Spirit might be free to increase our apprehension of the glory of this Person.

W.H.S.  Verse 33 stresses what has just been said:  "Upon whom thou shall see" – thou shalt see.  Will not the Spirit always engage us with Christ if we have liberty with Him, and does that not involve what our links are with the Holy Spirit personally and privately, young and old?   

J.S.G.   It does raise that question; but we prove, do we not, that the Spirit prompts us and guides us?  We may say, Well, I thought of that scripture before; but I think the way Old Testament scriptures are brought in in quotation in the New is to show among other things that you can have a fresh view, and the Spirit is ready to give us a fresh view.  I think that is where liberty with the Spirit will help us towards this thought of expansion that has been referred to.

W.H.S.  You would not restrict these impressions to what we get in the meetings only, would you? 

J.S.G.  Not at all.

W.H.S.  I believe Mr Lyon used to say that our conversations in the home should not be all that different from a reading meeting.  What do you say about that? 

J.S.G.   What I would say is that we are being attracted into what the Spirit has in mind. Let us keep it before us! 

P.M.  We spoke at the beginning of the effect of a view of Christ.  Would an impression received by the Spirit in exercise produce an effect?  We would become conformed to the One whom we behold.  It can only be by the Spirit that we behold Him, and only by the Spirit that we are affected by Him.

J.S.G.  I am sure it is the Spirit's work.  There is no doubt about that.

D.A.B.  Really the greatness lies not in my impression, which might be limited to my measure, but in the One of whom it is an impression.

J.S.G.  Quite so.  He is the Son of God.  Wonderful thing!  I suppose that refers to His deity primarily here, does it not? 

E.C.B.   I think so.  We have had teaching as to the Lord's titles and names but I think that is what John has in mind.  As to the Spirit, I was thinking of the reference in chapter 16: "He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you" (v 14).  I wondered, even for myself - although I have had impressions of that scripture which bear on what spiritual blessings are communicated to us - whether "he shall receive of mine" is the whole range of titles of the glory of Christ as glorified.

J.S.G.  Quite so; John writes his gospel in the light of Christ glorified.  But that scripture you refer to involves that, while the truth is revealed, yet the Spirit is available for the unfolding of further glories in our apprehension.

E.C.B.  Yes, and it says, "he will announce to you what is coming" (v 13).  Now what is coming for the believer is the public manifestation of the glory of Jesus.

J.S.G.  Is that in our hearts? 

E.C.B.  It is the morning star, is it not? 

J.S.G.  Quite so.  What I was thinking was that, if our hearts are affected by the prospect of the glory of Christ publicly, then there will be an effect in us.

S.D.K.R.  If we loved a person, we would like to speak about them:  it would not be difficult.  Now, what would help us in real affection for Christ? 

J.S.G.   You are going on to chapter 12, I think.  Give us an impression yourself.

S.D.K.R.  Would it be occupation by the Spirit, as we have been saying, with His love for us? 

J.S.G. I think it would be.  In chapter 6 Peter does not simply say, 'We have believed'; he says, "we have believed and known".  Now that was experimental, was it not?  He had found that here was One who had "words of life eternal".  The things that Jesus spoke were in relation to another scene entirely, a scene to which He was leading.  I suppose it was the scene to which Jesus was walking in chapter 1.  We do not want to stretch the scripture, but we want to think of what John has in mind in calling attention to Jesus walking and the Baptist saying "Behold the Lamb of God".

E.C.B.   I do not think that is too much of a stretch; in fact I find it very interesting.  It bears on chapter 10, that where He leads the sheep is into eternal life and the knowledge of the unity of the Father and the Son.

J.S.G.  Well, what is it that is going to cause us to have affection for the Lord Jesus?  One thing is what He has done for us.  John says "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world".  That has an effect on me.  That is one thing.  And then what He is personally as here for God is another; and then He is walking.  He has a sphere of blessing and abiding in view.  These things would attract us to have affection for Him.

R.T.  It would encourage us that the whole Trinity is active in relation to our being developed in affection for Christ.  What we have here is the Father drawing persons to Christ, and the Spirit descending on Christ to mark Him out in His lowly manhood here, to magnify Him in our eyes.  The whole Trinity is active in order that we may be drawn into this realm of things.

J.S.G.  That is good.  I think it would be good if we had a deeper impression of the holiness of the activities of the Persons of the Trinity, so that we might not be casual as to our assemblings or what takes place in them.

R.T.  A great deal lies behind our being drawn to Christ that we had no hand in or knew anything about: "The wind blows where it will", John 3: 8.  We do not know whence it comes or where it goes, the Father's actions even before we were born.  All this entering into these things should soften us and prevent us from being fashioned after things around us, do you think? 

J.S.G.  Yes, that is very good.  "I knew him not, but he who sent me to baptise with water, he said to me".  John was sure about this Person because he had had a divine communication.

J.M.  It seems clear from that chapter that there was a tremendous amount of communication to John, so that things are clarified to him, and not only clarified, but they are cumulative.  I think that, as one impression is received, the Father and the Spirit are ready to give further impressions and to clarify matters so that our view of Christ is clear.  That is what comes on to view in chapter 1.

J.S.G.  That is very good.  It links with what we have said earlier as to multiplication, that as we are dependent on the Spirit and put ourselves in this line, there is no saying what expansion can take place.

J.M.  In chapter 6 Peter says "words of life eternal".  That must have been something inward in him; but then he goes on to say, "We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God".  What would you say about the "holy one of God"? 

J.S.G.    Well, we should enquire together. There are others who can say a great deal about it, but the holy, - "the holy one of God" - should affect us.  Peter was clearly moved by this strong impression · no doubt it was the teaching of Jesus and the way He spoke that had affected him.  As to the teaching of it, I suppose that we could link it with the address to the church in Philadelphia where we have, "These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David", Rev 3:  7.  It seems to me that the thought of "the holy one of God" is connected, if we link scriptures together, with the Lord having service towards God before Him.  I think the "key of David" in Philadelphia would perhaps confirm that.  What would you say?  

J.M.  That helps.  It has been linked with the true Aaron, which I think would bear on what you say, the breast plate. It is the ability not only to maintain the saints here in testimony but to carry them into the service of God.

E.C B.   The Psalm says, "Thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One", Ps 89: 19.  I thought that connected with what you said earlier as to the way in which things are brought forward from the Old Testament into another context, but they show that God always had them in mind.  Genesis 22 has been referred to in regard to the Lamb of God; "thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One" is as if God always had in mind that there would be a Man here of whom He could thus speak.

J.S.G.  That is very good.  Are there other examples in the New Testament of how the glory of Christ is brought forward? 

E.C.B.  Hebrews 1 already referred to brings out how thoughts as to Christ in the Old Testament prophetically are enlarged once He has come into manhood in order to be the expression of these thoughts. But I was thinking, "thou spakest in vision", that is, God could always see His Holy One, but here He is.

J.S.G.  It must have been a great pleasure to the Father to see, even in a small circle, appreciation of the One whom He had always had before Him and who had now come into manhood - and appreciation expressed.

E.C.B.   I was thinking of the earlier verse in chapter 6:  "No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him " (v 44).  It is not the Father's compelling - although there is compulsion in it - but the Father draws people into an appreciation of the Son which He has Himself.

J.S.G.  Very good; and according to Matthew the Lord says to Peter - I suppose it might have been a different occasion from this - "Flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father", chap 16: 17.

E.C.M.  It is His distinctive glory that affects our hearts, what is distinctive in Christ.

J.S.G.  Yes, quite so, there was no one like Him.

E.C.M.  I thought of your reference to Him "who takes away the sin of the world"; no one else could do that.

J.S.G.  Who else could do it?  And Peter says, "to whom shall we go?".  Who has words of eternal life like Jesus?  Who has teaching of this character?  Who is a holy Person such as this, "the holy one of God"? 

D.A.B.  The reference in Psalm 89 is related to the anointing of David, is it not? "Then Thou spakest." I was wondering if we could say that it is characteristic of God that He speaks as looking on Jesus; that is, that every word He speaks is coloured by the glorious Person who fills His heart, so that He says, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he", 1 Sam 16: 12.  Samuel was looking at David, but God was really looking at Christ.

J.S.G.  That is very good.  It would link with what God presents in the figure in the tabernacle system as to the ark, that God is looking down upon the ark, and communicates there; "there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee", Exod 25: 22.  Every communication from God to the people was in connection  with  the  ark.  Would that link?  

D.A.B.  The tabernacle system was something for the wilderness, but the pattern from which it was built was in heaven.  The thing itself was above and it was really God looking at Christ in the midst of His saints, was it not?  He describes this plan that was built in the wilderness but the real thing was Christ in the midst of His people.

J.S.G.   Yes, very good.  Do you not think we should consider, in the light of these things, and as those upon whom the ends of the ages have come, what appreciation we have of all that has come out? 

E.C.B.  I think that one of the principle questions of the present moment of the testimony is, what appreciation do people have of Christ?  I refer to what was said earlier that these are not only things we get in the' meeting.  I find I get most impressions by conversation with another believer.

J.S.G.  That is very good; that is what we should look for.  I think we should consider this question of "we have believed and known".  What is our experience with the Lord Jesus personally?  However small it may appear to be, let us discover from our own experience with Him that He is the holy one of God".  He has holy things in mind on God's behalf, and He is ready to lead us into them if we are ready to go.  

R.T.  Peter's first word in regard to his question is "Lord".  Does that not show that his appreciation had become formative in his soul? 

J.S.G.   Very good.  That was the Person they had companied with.  That was the Person whose teaching they had listened to, the One who had been despised all through, especially according to this gospel, and He was the One whose words had been considered hard; but Peter says, These words of Jesus are words of life eternal.

W.H.S.  I wondered if what is said in chapter 3 has a bearing on what we are speaking about:  "He who comes out of heaven is above all, and what he has seen and has heard this he testifies" (vv 31, 32).  We were speaking of the Father's appreciation of Christ; a Man has come in who, if I may say reverently, has an understanding of what is completely above, what is heavenly:  "what he has seen and has heard, this he testifies".

J.S.G.  Who is greater than the One who comes out of heaven?  He is above all.

W.H.S.  Does that lie behind these words of life eternal, so to speak - One who has come in and understands all that relates to the Father's affections and the Father's sphere and where He abode?  Reference was made to that at the beginning of the meeting:  "where abidest thou? "

J.S.G.  Quite so, I am sure that would enter into it.  The teaching is demanding in this chapter, but the Lord is ready if we are ready.  I think "the words" would involve detail, the unfolding of teaching, detailed teaching from the Lord Jesus which He is prepared to unfold to us step by step.

R.T.  It would be every day, would it not?  You would not get the "words of life eternal" anywhere else, but there would be something there every day that held them in this affection because affection needs nourishing, and it is nourished in company.

J.S.G.   What you are saying links with what Peter is saying, "To whom shall we go?".  Is there anything that we find more attractive outside the Lord Jesus Himself and His teaching? 

E.C.   As to that expression "holy one of God" Mr Darby has a very fine note in which he refers to the holiness of Christ as One 'in whom all gracious qualities are concentrated, as well as perfect piety', (see Heb 7: 26).  I wonder if that helps us to realise who He is.

J.S.G.  That is very good.  We must look at that.  That is very precious, the appreciation which God had of that One in manhood. Well, it is great grace that things are put on record and brought into expression for us to apprehend, but the appreciation that God had of Christ is always beyond ours.

D.E.R.   While this is personal, the attachment is to the Person, not to a company, or anything else.  You might like to say something as to that.

J.S.G.  That is very important and quite right. If we link the thought of attachment with this section in chapter 6, as you say, it is not a question of companies or anything else like that but of personal attachment to Him.  Of course, it involves that we will know where to go because we are following Jesus, and the reason for that is that He has the words that we need, the words that the Father is unfolding through Him; but what you say is very important, it must be attachment to Him personally.

D.A.B.   It is not 'to whom shall I go?'; it is, to whom shall we go?".  This is the basis of true fellowship with one another, that we have found Somebody who is the centre of everything for God and that we have been attracted to Him and attached to Him.

J.S.G.   Very good; so Peter is speaking for others in saying that about Jesus, is he not? 

L.A.B.   I think he had also appreciated that there were others with him in the way in which he was moving, and it is good to credit one another on those grounds.  So far as I see, every title of the Lord which comes forward involves not only His own greatness but the fact that He is the centre of another world for the pleasure of God.  The Son of God is the centre of another world.   The Person referred to here is the One who takes up everything for the pleasure of God.  I think that is practically how we are bound together, as appreciating His glories, and thus we are brought over almost unconsciously into a system of things that is for the pleasure of God.

J.S.G.   I am sure that is right.  We would encourage one another to speak on this line, "Lord, to whom shall we go?  thou hast words of life eternal".

P.M.  So while He becomes the centre of the company, is the character of the speaking reflected in the words of the Lord Jesus, "words of life eternal"?  Would you not look for that in every gathering - the character of life eternal? 

J.S.G.  Yes, they were connected with a scene which was outside of things here, a scene where the glory of Christ expands and where the Father's thoughts as to Him and as to the saints' association with Him are unfolded.

P.M.  I was thinking that.  He is leading His own out of this world - we come to that later on in this gospel.  He was going out of the world to the Father, and He is leading His own out of the world, away from all that marks it, by "words of life eternal".

E.C.B.  Perhaps we ought to go on to chapter 12, but it is of interest that in chapter 17 Jesus says, "And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent" (v 3).  I am connecting that with what you said as to Peter saying, "we have believed and known”, and in John 17 eternal life is not 'an out- of-the-world condition of relationship and being'; it is the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ.

J.S.G.  I cannot say much about it, but it would encourage us to seek to move forward in that direction, to develop links with the Lord Jesus and preparedness to give time to be with Him alone and to get to know Him better.

F.C.M. As to the emphasis we are having now on the word 'know', our minds, renewed minds, have a very important bearing on our affections, do they not?  I find that what my mind is engaged with commands my affections, and the more our minds are engaged with Christ, the more our affections expand and are enriched.

J.S.G.  I am sure that is very important.  The teaching of Romans shows what a great place the mind has with the believer, and it is most important to cultivate the mind in right directions so that the Spirit may be free.

Chapter 12 is a section where perhaps by its very nature we cannot say so much as the other sections.  The occasion is marked off by its silence; but I wondered if we might have a few thoughts as to the expression of concentrated appreciation of the Lord Jesus in the love which Mary had for Him being poured out, lavished upon Him.  It was the result, no doubt, of all that the family had been through (no doubt there were others present as well as the three in the family, "Lazarus was one of those at table with him") but Mary takes the opportunity to bring this most precious ointment and anoint His feet.

S.H.   Would the appreciation of Mary and other women here speak of the appreciation of the assembly for Christ? 

J.S.G.   We could think of that entering into it, surely.  The thoughts of formation and sensitiveness and affection are often brought in through the use of women in Scripture are they not?  I think what you say would be right.

S.H.   I was thinking of Luke 7 where the woman came in and wiped His feet with her hair.  This feminine appreciation is something special.  

J.S.G.   I am sure it is.  It is not to be limited to the sisters, but the feminine thought that.  you have in mind is that formed affections are to come into expression in appreciation of this glorious Person.

J.C.E.   She has really subjected her own glories to the Person of the Lord, for her hair was her glory.  That is an important point.

J.S.G.   It is indeed important.  We should be ready, therefore, to submit all that we are and have to lavish it upon this Person.

E.P.   In Psalm 103 there is an expression which seems to touch what happens here:  "All that is within me, bless his holy name" (v 1).  I think this is coming from within.

J.S.G.   That is very good.  The simple impression I have about it is as to concentration.  The fact that it is a pound would encourage us to be definite and specific in the expression of what is affecting us.  I speak for myself, I tend to be lengthy sometimes, but true appreciation of Jesus personally and a view of Him, especially in a holy circle like this, would cause measured but definite and affectionate appreciation of Him.

R.T.  It has often been said that this is a resurrection scene.  We may say that very formally, but the truth of that is what underlies our being together and Christ having this liberty and our having liberty with Him.

J.S.G.  That is good.  Perhaps you have more to say about that, but here was Lazarus, "the dead man Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among the dead ... Lazarus was one of those at table with him"; that is the character of the scene.  Say more.

R.T.  A lot of history had gone before.  They maybe had troubles, quarrels, all that kind of thing, but resurrection ends all that; the flesh has no part here.  They are occupied and gathered together in a scene where death has worked, and now affections and what has been treasured up can flow freely.

J.S.G.  Very good, and the One who had said, "I am the resurrection and the life" (chap 11: 25) was here in that circle.  He was the One on whom all the precious ointment was poured.

R.T.  It would affect us in our gatherings together.  We bring in troubles and things that have been in the past, and things that may still be current, but we come together with death having worked and we are drawn together to a Man who has finished that order of things completely, and He is the centre and the object for our affections.

J.S.G.  That is very affecting.  He could enter into the tears in chapter 11, but He seeks to have us with Him in the sphere that is beyond death, as you say.

J.M.   Is it not that everything here is in its own place, its right place in relation to Christ - Lazarus "one of those", Martha serving, and that makes room for what is distinctive in Mary? 

J.S.G.  Very good.

D.A.B.  It says, "therefore they made him a supper".  I thought it was interesting that they chose to do that to express their appreciation of all He had done for them.  I wondered if it would give a new impetus to the arrangement of meetings, which can easily become a routine kind of thing.  If we saw that the One who had done so much for us would be magnified in an assembling of His people, we would "therefore" arrange a supper like this.

J.S.G.  That is good.  What better cause for a meeting than to seek the glory of Christ?  I think the "therefore" would also emphasise the background of hostility in the Pharisees here which really magnifies the concentrated expression of this appreciation.

E.C.B.  I think it has been said that in chapter 11 Jesus is just a friend of the family, but in this chapter it is something different:  He and they are all bound together.  In regard to what was just said, you do not have to bring Luke's writing about Martha into John 12, do you? 

J.S.G.  No, quite so.  You might have Jesus in the family, but the assembly is a different matter.  The assembly is a dignified matter, and the Lord Jesus in the resurrection circle is a matter of great privilege and blessing.

E.C.M.  What we have in John 12 is "life and incorruptibility" (2 Tim 1: 10), is it not? 

J.S.G.  Very good.  You certainly have "life" in the dead man raised and "incorruptibility" in the expression of affection towards Him.
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Scripture references

John 1:25-37 (JND) [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? [26] John answered them saying, I baptise with water. In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, [27] he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose. [28] These things took place in Bethany, across the Jordan, where John was baptising. [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. …

John 6:66-69 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Matthew 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, What think ye concerning the Christ? whose son is he? They say to him, David's.

Matthew 16:15 (JND) [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am?

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 24:19 (JND) [19] And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, The things concerning Jesus the Nazaraean, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people;

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

2 Kings 6:17 (JND) [17] And Elisha prayed and said, Jehovah, I pray thee, open his eyes that he may see. And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

John 3:8 (JND) [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Revelation 3:7 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open:

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Psalms 89 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.} I will sing of the loving-kindness of Jehovah for ever; with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness from generation to generation. [2] For I said, Loving-kindness shall be built up for ever; in the very heavens wilt thou establish thy faithfulness. [3] I have made a covenant with mine elect, I have sworn unto David my servant: …

1 Samuel 16:12 (JND) [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Exodus 25:22 (JND) [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Psalms 103 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that is within me, [bless] his holy name! [2] Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: [3] Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases; …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;



DEFINITENESS

James S.Gray

Jeremiah 3 5: 1 -19; Hebrews 11: 13-16

What is in mind, beloved brethren, is to speak a little of definiteness of speaking, definiteness of committal in speaking and in conduct in the light of our calling.  This family of the Rechabites is a remarkable family, but the text of the scripture seems to suggest that what is prominent about them is obedience.  I want to encourage my brethren along with myself as to obedience, obedience to the Lord Jesus, obedience to His word and His commandment, and as to definiteness in it.  These people might have said, Well, we have been brought into the house of Jehovah, right into this privileged chamber; we are asked to drink wine; we might just do it on this occasion.  No, they are definite in their word: ''We will drink no wine".  You will understand me: as to its bearing on us I am not speaking about wine literally, but they are definite in the commandment which was given to them by their father. I would like to seek encouragement as together, beloved brethren, as to definiteness, firstly in relation to the Lord Jesus personally and the great love which He has expressed towards us.  I think that we could think of Him first of all as to definiteness.  You will remember that it is said of the Hebrew bondman: "But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever" Exod 21: 5, 6.  Now, that is the committal of Jesus, committal in obedience to all that the will of God required.  He loved it, He lived by it; He enjoyed communion with His Father and fulfilling His will, and He said in that holy, precious hour when death was before Him, "If it be possible let this cup pass from me, but not as I will, but as thou wilt", Matt 26: 39.  That was the obedience of Jesus.  What example, what pattern He is for us beloved:  "obedient even unto death" (Phil 2: 8) because the will of God was in His heart.  He treasured every one of God's thoughts and would carry them through in spite of everything.

I think that we could consider the application of this commandment in Jeremiah 35 to ourselves in our day, for example as to the Lord's supper.  It is really an appeal of love.  I wonder if there is any true lover present who is not taking the Supper.  You love the Lord Jesus, do you?  I speak to myself as to others, but I trust that we are each definite in that, not unsure as to whether we will really commit ourselves to Him or not.  How worthy He is!  Who else has suffered for us as He has?  Who has faced the agony of death that we might be eternally blessed in the presence of God?  Oh, dear brother, dear sister, be firm, be definite in your committal to Jesus.  He has done all for you.  Let it be seen that you belong to Him!  But if you are a true believer, are you taking the Supper?  This family was obedient.  Nothing would turn them aside.  Love would seek the mind and the will of the One who loves us and would carry it out whatever the cost.  The Lord and the Spirit may help us to be deepened in our appreciation of the Lord Jesus for what He is and for what He has done for us, but it is to promote definiteness of committal to Him on our side.  It will mean that there are things you cannot do.  Perhaps that may stand in the way of some true believers being prepared to commit themselves to the Lord's supper.  I would seek to encourage you, if you are in that case, that it is far better to be definite in committal, because if you are half-way you will get nothing.  You will really lose everything if you go half-way, but committal to the Lord Jesus in His supper, according to His desire of love, is what will lead you into satisfaction and the enjoyment of His own ministrations through His word.

It seems very striking that this family should be put through this test.  I suppose it is to manifest, as the later part of the chapter shows, what God had in mind.  God had a message for His people who were rebellious at the time and were not listening to His word, and first of all God says, Now, you see how this family has hearkened to the word of their father.  So far as I can see, it could have been something like two or three hundred years between the time when their father gave them this word and this test - a long time!  When the test comes, they are firm: "We will drink no wine".  Why?  Because of the commandment of their father.  I think we could link that, in its application to our present time, with the determination to do nothing which is aside from the will of the Lord who has bought us and who claims us in all His authority in grace and in love.

I make the appeal to any who are not yet committed to the Supper that you might see the advantage.  Read the end of this chapter!  See God's promises that "there shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever".  That is to say, I think, if we could link the thought of standing with preparedness to serve, that God is going to hold true persons available for His service to the end.

We might consider also the teaching of the apostle Paul.  He says, "If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that  I write to  you, that it is the Lord's commandment", 1 Cor 14: 37.  Am I going to stand by it?  Am I going to put it into practice?  Am I going to seek the Holy Spirit's help to stand firmly in it with grace and power, and to do what, in principle, the Father has commanded?  That is what this family did.  They said, 'We are not going to be turned aside: the commandment of the father is sufficient: we will continue it: time may have passed but we are going to stand by the fulfilment of the commandment of our father in firmness and definiteness.

Now the Lord Jesus has given His commandment to us in much teaching through the apostle Paul and others, from the glory, but the apostle Paul's teaching is in he inspired word of God.   Let none question the teaching of Paul!  The beloved apostle had his teaching from the glory.  He says, "have I not seen Jesus our Lord?", 1 Cor 1: 9.  He was one who was in touch with the Man in the glory and his teaching was from there, and he speaks of it in this way, that it was the Lord's commandment.

Well there is instruction for our lives, beloved brethren.   I am not going to go into detail.  I wish simply to convey an impression of the great advantage and blessing of following the wonderful pattern in Jesus of definiteness of speaking and of action and of committal to al l that God's will requires.  We will be tested but the Holy Spirit will help us.  The teaching of Paul has become the inspired word of God.  "Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete," 2 Tim 3: 16.   Dear brethren,  let us seek to be complete!  Let us seek to stretch forward but, in stretching forward, let us remember that there is this commandment which the Lord has given through His beloved apostle, and He would have us to keep it.  Better to take the Supper, dear fellow believer, and be committed to the Lord Jesus and look for help and instruction as to the teaching of the apostle Paul, the teaching as to the assembly and its heavenly calling, and the place which the saints have as linked with Christ glorified as the light came to the beloved apostle, "Why persecutest thou me", Acts 22: 7.  Better to be identified with the Lord Jesus and to be committed definitely to Him and to His commandment through His beloved apostle and in all the Scriptures.  The brethren will remember that the apostle Peter refers to that when he speaks about "our beloved brother Paul".  He says, "according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you ... among which some things are hard to be understood, which the untaught and ill established wrest, as also the other scriptures, to their own destruction", 2 Pet 3: 15, 16. That is the context there, but he says, "as also the other scriptures", so that the commandment of the Lord is conveyed to us in the word of God and its power by the Holy Spirit in His present activity.

So let us, beloved, freshly commit ourselves to all that the commandment of the Lord involves!  Let us not seek to go in directions which are not suitable for Christians!  I am not speaking of what is thought right in a certain narrow circle of a few brethren.  I am speaking of the truth according to the apostle Paul, the truth according to the Holy Scriptures, and the claims of the Lord and Master who has given Himself for us, "that he should deliver us out of the present evil world" (Gal 1: 4) and “giving us an inheritance among them that are sanctified", Acts 26: 18.

I just speak for a moment about this word that comes to Jeremiah about the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  God says, "Will ye not receive instruction to hearken unto my words”.  The point is the words that Jonadab gave to his family "are performed; and to this day they have drunk none".  You say, Well, things are broken up.  No, the truth remains, and the Scriptures remain, and the heavenly calling of the saints remains in its glorious character; and the way of blessing and the way of enjoyment is to be committed to it in faithfulness.  Just as the family of Rechab did it for the sake of their father's word, so let us do it out of love for the Lord Jesus, and, might I say too, out of respect for those who have gone before, for those who are really fathers to us in this wonderful period of privileged revival in which we find our part.

I am hardly qualified to refer to the martyrs - those who suffered rather than give up the truth - but we have also the example of those, as the scripture speaks of them, "men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ", Acts 15: 26.  Is that not attractive?  He rewards you: He certainly does.  The reward is greater than anything that may be given up, but, beloved, we need to be definite about it.  We need to say, This is the line of the truth which has been revealed and I will stand by that.  You will be greatly tested by it.  I am, and no doubt others feel the same, but, beloved, think of what has been, shall I say, invested in the way of faithful committal and unfolding of the precious things of God to us!  It is not only what is in the books, precious as they are, every one of them; it is what is carried down in saints who walk in the light of the assembly, truth which is powerful to set us free from bondage here and give us liberty for the service of God.

You will remember that the apostle Paul speaks in that scripture to which we often refer, addressing Timothy as to the need for committing things to faithful men, "such as shall be competent to instruct others also", 2 Tim 2: 2.  That is the kind of thing I have in mind, beloved, that we might respect those who have gone before and carried the truth and brought it through in expression in their lives.  Brethren will well remember beloved Mr Raven's statement of truth that the testimony is maintained by our walking in it; that is to say, that the truth is to be in expression in each of us so that there might be that which is under the eye of God continued here.  I am not suggesting it is narrow or in a small circle - I trust the brethren will understand - but the truth is available for all of us and our responsibility is to accept the obligation of obedience to the commandment on this line of what has gone before.

God says, "I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking" - how touching that is!  "And I have sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending".  Think of God, as it were, putting care and energy into all His expenditure of love towards us in what He has given.  Are we going to give it up?  Let us commit ourselves freshly to what God has given to us in the wonderful recovery of the truth of the Lord's supper and the light of the assembly and Christ glorified and the heavenly calling of the saints! 

Let us commit ourselves freshly to it as our possession, that which belongs to us, and to all saints, and let us faithfully maintain it and turn from other things which might divert us. So, as I said, there is first of all this word that there is here in this family a testimony for God.  Here is a family that has kept a word.  Others have had God's patient and continuous sending of the prophets and speaking His word, and they have failed to keep it.  Do we stand out, beloved - I speak as to ourselves as Christians - do we stand out as different from the course of things here?  This family did.  They were seen to be different.  They stood apart, and they stood apart because of the commandment of their father.  Well, let the commandment of the Lord Jesus, His claims in love, move us to seek to be different in character and in power and in conduct in our walk here until the Lord comes! 

The result is, according to the final section, that Jeremiah gives this word from God to the family: "Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his injunctions, and have done according unto all that he hath commanded you; therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever".  Let us see that God desires to be served!  Let us see that continuance is on the line of committal to the Lord's commandment!  There is great reward.  If God seeks that the committal which He desires on our part is to make way for our being available for His service, He also would say, There is something in store for you.  It is not only a question, important as it is, of seeking to be serviceable to God now.  What a privilege that is, beloved!  But it is this wonderful prospect.  It says, as we read, "God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city".  These are persons who have "confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth", and I ask myself, have I confessed that?  Abraham confessed it.  He confessed that he was a stranger and a sojourner.  Earlier in this chapter it says, "for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is the artificer and constructor" (v 10).  He had something permanent in view.  He was not diverted by what was around.  His brother Lot - he was actually his nephew - was one who was prepared to go a certain way in the direction of the world and to dwell there, and he even had to be almost dragged out of a city which was about to come under the judgment of God.  But Abraham confessed that he was a stranger and sojourner on the earth.  He accepted God's word in obedience and he had the promise for the future.  The point of this paragraph is that these persons who exercised faith did not actually come into the possession of the things promised.  Our position is different from that.   Actuality we await, but we come into possession now through the power of the blessed Holy Spirit who is able to open up to us the precious things of God.  Think of what God has prepared for those that love Him!  It says here, "For they who say such things" - (I suppose that was confessing that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth, the reference is to  those  mentioned  in  detail by name in the earlier part of the chapter) -  "All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced them".  I do not know how far that would go, but their faith was living.  They believed God; Abraham believed God.  He believed God as to the multiplying of his seed "as the stars of heaven in multitude" (v 12).

Then it goes on to say, "For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek their country".  Well, that is really my burden for the moment, beloved brethren:  "they who say such things show clearly that they seek their country".  Where is your country?  To which country do you belong?  The beloved apostle says, "for our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour" Phil 3: 20.  What a prospect and hope that is!  Is that your commonwealth?  Are your associations of life in heaven, beloved?  Oh that we might find this more attractive, that the One who is there may attract us!  As the hymn-writer says,

'A beacon us heav'nward attracting -

To meet Thee, the Hope of our heart! '

(No.131)

Well our associations of life are there already and the Holy Spirit would have us to go in for them.  What is it that we are seeking?  I speak to myself: what am I seeking?  Am I seeking Christ?  Am I seeking the things of God?   They are very rewarding.  They are satisfying to the soul.  They are preservative in many ways.  I tell you, beloved brother or sister, if there are any who are doubtful about full committal to the Lord Jesus, you will find the rewards much greater than you thought.  You will find the rewards of the knowledge of God and of the love of Christ and communicative love in the circle of the saints more rewarding than you ever believed.  Commit yourself to the Lord Jesus!  Commit yourself to the path of faith!  Have a definite purpose in your life!  Have faith in God that He will provide for you!  Show clearly that your country is not here but is in heaven where Jesus is! 

It says: "but now they seek a better, that is a heavenly".  Well, that is scripture's support for what I was saying, that they seek "a better, that is a heavenly"; and the things of God are better.  Perhaps I could ask some of the younger brethren when they last read the epistle to the Hebrews from beginning to end.  Read it and count up how many times you find the word 'better'!  As you read it, remember that it is a book about "we have" and 'let us", and you will find it very encouraging and feeding and rewarding.  What I am suggesting, beloved brethren, is as to what "we have" and seeking to encourage my brethren and myself on the line of "let us".  Let us go in for the things of God!  "But now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city".  There is something permanent, something lasting in view.  We can have the earnest the enjoyment of it now, but wonderful permanent blessings and enjoyment are in view.  The house of the Rechabites were prepared decade after decade to live in tents and not to have this or that because of the word - of their father; they stood out as different and they had that precious word that permanence would be maintained in their family as the result.  What God has in view for us in our time in the path of faith beloved which we must each individually take for ourselves, is that we might show clearly by our conduct and the things that we do and the language that we use that we have a heavenly country, and then God will not be ashamed of us.  Think of the touching character of that word that "God is not ashamed of them".  Oh what men of stature, what women of stature were these men and women of faith in the old dispensation! - Abel and Enoch and Noah and Abraham and Sarah and others.  Think of them!  God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God: we have that in the Scriptures - "the God of Abraham".  How precious that God should link Himself with a man in such a way.  But my desire is that we might by our life and conduct show clearly that we seek our country, which is bound up with this city: "for he has prepared for them a city".

The word comes to me as to Philadelphia: "He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out" - that is the thought of permanence - "and I will write" - another thought of permanence - "upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name", Rev 3: 12.  Well, there are things there, beloved, which might not even yet have been unfolded to us in their fulness, precious as is the teaching we have had as to them.  But God would encourage us to go in for the heavenly things because they are very rewarding, and if we do so, we shall stand out as different, but the reward will be that God will not be ashamed of us to be called our God.  May God bless the word! 
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READY CHILDREN

It is instructive to think about the various persons in the Bible who, when called, made the short rejoinder, "Here am I".  The speakers differ much in age and in other ways as well.  Even the lightnings, in God's marvellous description of nature's wonders in the Book of Job chapter 38, say "Here we are".  Elsewhere God speaks of Himself as "I am HE, that saith, Here am I".  The prophet, Isaiah, was told that God in His grace would be ready, when by the Glad Tidings of peace, His people would seek Him again.  Isaiah for his part, when there was a call for someone to prophesy to the people of Israel, said, Here am I, send me.

One of the younger ones whom we should consider is Joseph.  Scripture tells us that, whilst still in his 'teens, he was willing when called to go out into the surrounding country and seek after the welfare of his brothers, and of the flocks.  He said to his father, "Here am I”. But his brethren were jealous of him and, sad to say, whilst serving them he suffered evil at their hands.  We can but be reminded by these events that Jesus suffered similarly from His own nation - even unto death.  However, just as Joseph later became, at thirty years of age, the ruler of all Egypt, so the once despised Jesus has been made both Lord and Christ.

Samuel was but a boy when he had to do with his God.  He was ready in unusual circumstances to answer "Here am I" several times to the strange calls made to him as he lay on his bed in the temple precincts.  At first he thought that it was the priest, Eli, who was calling him, but in fact God was graciously giving to Samuel a prophecy relating to the whole people of Israel.  Referring to Israel reminds us of Moses, an older man and in much earlier times, who had the unique favour of beholding a thorn-bush on fire yet not burnt up.  As he was looking there was a voice calling "Moses, Moses" to which he replied "Here am I" and he was entrusted with the welfare of the people.

There are other instances.  Can you find them? 

 

J.C.Evershed


Scripture references

Jeremiah 3 (JND) [1] They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? Would not that land be utterly polluted? But thou hast committed fornication with many lovers; yet return to me, saith Jehovah. [2] Lift up thine eyes unto the heights and see, where hast thou not been lain with? In the ways hast thou sat for them, as an Arab in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy fornications and with thy wickedness. [3] And the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; but thou hast a harlot's forehead, thou refusest to be ashamed. …

Hebrews 11:13-16 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. [14] For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek [their] country. [15] And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

Exodus 21:5-6 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Jeremiah 35 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the king of Judah, saying, [2] Go to the house of the Rechabites, and speak with them, and bring them into the house of Jehovah, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. [3] And I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites, …

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;

Acts 22:7 (JND) [7] And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

2 Peter 3:15-16 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, [16] as also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; among which some things are hard to be understood, which the untaught and ill-established wrest, as also the other scriptures, to their own destruction.

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

Acts 26:18 (JND) [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me.

Acts 15:26 (JND) [26] men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Job 38 (JND) [1] And Jehovah answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, [2] Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? [3] Gird up now thy loins like a man; and I will demand of thee, and inform thou me. …
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