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CHRIST RISEN

S.Perret

Genesis 45:27(from “and he saw”),28 

We have been reading Genesis at home and particularly considering the history of Jacob.  I was impressed and encouraged by this verse.  The history of Jacob is very interesting and in a sense it is very much like ours.  He did not really come to a knowledge of God until late in his life.  He fled from the house of his father, he fled from Esau, and later he fled from Laban.  He tried many ways to enrich himself, many cunning ways to get out of difficulties and problems when he was faced with Laban or with his brother, yet God in His grace brought him back to Canaan.  But although he was there, yet there was still breakdown; it seems he could not control his household, Joseph had disappeared, then these trials come and eventually Benjamin goes as well.  Jacob does not really know what all that meant.  He could see there was something happening, but he did not really know what it was about.  I suppose his feeling was that his sons were all going one after another.  His ten sons did not bring him much pleasure.  It is clear that they were not restful and that their conduct was evil.  Yet Jacob was in Canaan, the land that was promised to Abraham and to Isaac, and so I expect he would be puzzled by these circumstances.  He was in the right place, he could see he had done the right things, and yet there was only breakdown wherever he looked.

Maybe that is like our circumstances.  Sometimes we may look around and the breakdown can come very near to us.  We may think that we are doing the right thing, we are in the right place, and yet there is breakdown.  But this really is the turning point in Jacob’s history, and I find it affecting that he came to this point where he was able to say, “It is enough”.  He realised suddenly that Joseph was alive; his sons brought word to him that he was alive.  There was a turning point; it says earlier that his spirit revived, “the spirit of Jacob their father revived”; and he said, “It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die”.  

Well, from there on, the history of Jacob is upwards.  It is good to remember that he was a man that ended well.  He came into such a great place that he was even able to bless Pharaoh, the greatest monarch on earth at that time, and he ended as a worshipper.  Hebrews tell us, he “worshipped on the top of his staff”, Heb.11:21.  We see too that he gave orders as to his bones; he did not want them left in Egypt.  I suppose he wanted to be identified in his death with his fathers; he did not want anything of the grandeur of Egypt.  What an end he had!  

What impressed me is what we have in Joseph; Joseph alive speaks of Christ risen.  I was just impressed by the way that this is really the turning point in Jacob’s history as he came to that point.  His blessing was not linked with his place, it was not linked with his possessions, it was not linked even with his family, but it was all found in Joseph being alive.  For us that is Christ risen.  I found it very encouraging, because sometimes we may wonder why circumstances are as they are, and why tests come as they do.  It may seem that we are in the right place and have done the right thing, but the secret is in Christ risen, the One who is living.

The place of blessing Jacob was given is in Goshen, it was not Canaan.  It may not be what we thought that the Lord had in mind for us.  The place where Jacob found himself and found his blessing is where Joseph was to be found.  The point is to find Christ; it is a risen Christ we have to do with, One who is living, One who is the Head and Centre of all that is for God and all that He is doing.  So despite difficult circumstances (and I know very little of that) our blessing can be found in Jesus as the risen One; Christ risen.  It was the turning point in Jacob’s history.  You can take account of what was recovered for the first time; right family relationships and affections were secured amongst Joseph’s brethren, there was the right atmosphere in which Joseph could make himself known.  From a state of famine they moved into a state of plenty, and there they could be shepherds.  What a place the sons of Israel had, what a portion they had.  You can see the way that Joseph worked in his skill to secure that for them.

I was impressed and affected in seeing the whole matter from Jacob’s perspective.  Think of his feelings about all that had gone wrong.  He had done what he had been told to do, he was in Canaan, and yet he did not seem to be blessed because everything had gone wrong.  But I think we can see from his later assessment about the days of his life being few and evil that he had really come to see that what mattered was to be with Joseph.  What mattered was that in principle he had found Christ risen, and that is the turning point in his pathway.  It is interesting to go through Jacob’s history.  There were many points in it, when he was on the right path and he had had those experiences at Bethel.  You might think that he had arrived at something.  He came to the right place but still matters did not go right; there was trouble with his sons, and Joseph was apparently dead.  But then he came to the point where he said “It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive”.

I think that is a good word for us all.  I feel the need to remember that when circumstances trouble us – and it is right that we are affected by them – we can say, like Jacob said, ‘It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive’.  All that we have is centred in a risen Christ.  He lives, and because He lives we can live, and all our blessings are as a result of His living and His ascension.  That makes everything that we have as believers very glorious.  We are connected with One who is risen and who is living, One who has gone into death, but who has also come out of it triumphantly and who now lives, and lives for evermore.

May we be encouraged by these simple thoughts.  If we are affected by circumstances around us, if we feel, like Jacob, that wherever we look there is breakdown and things are not as they should be, although we have tried to do what is right, let us remember that everything that we have is in a risen Christ.  May it be that in our occasions together, we find something like those wagons, some touch that would direct our eyes and our affections to a risen Christ, to find there the resources and the life that we need to go on.  Remember, too, the end; Jacob is a man who ended well.  Isaac ended well, but Jacob did too; he ended well, he ended a worshipper.  What matters at that point is what he found in Joseph.

May we be encouraged, and may God bless the word.

Wording in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
12 March 2013


Scripture references

Genesis 45:27 (JND) [27] And they spoke to him all the words of Joseph, which he had spoken to them. And he saw the waggons that Joseph had sent to carry him. And the spirit of Jacob their father revived.

Hebrews 11:21 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff.



FELLOWSHIP (1)

1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Philippians 2:1,2

A.M.B.      We have had two readings on the subject of fellowship.  In these, we have noted the dignity that attaches to “the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” at the beginning of 1 Corinthians (chap.1:9), and also the authority that is associated with Christ’s lordship.  Dignity and the Lord’s authority give character to fellowship.  We have noted also that in the Scriptures, the word 'fellowship' and the word 'communion' are used in the English translation, although the original Greek word is the same.  So the words mean the same thing; there is a helpful footnote in Hebrews 2:14 which refers to ‘common equal sharing’.  We also considered how fellowship was known and enjoyed at the beginning of the history of the church here.  In Acts 2, those who were pricked in heart and repented were found persevering "in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers" (v.42).  These are all things which help us to see the character of Christian fellowship.

It is interesting that these scriptures use the word “of” – the fellowship of His Son, the fellowship of the apostles.  That seems to refer to the character of fellowship.  We also referred last week to 1 John 1:7, a well-known verse which says that “if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”.  That reminds us that fellowship is to be with one another.  What governs it is walking in the light as He is in the light.  All of these are very important principles that govern the matter of fellowship.

In these verses that we have read today in 1 Corinthians 10, the apostle is warning the Corinthians against loose walk, and having communion with what was not seemly for Christians, in order to help them to recognise the importance of a separate walk.  He speaks about what is suitable to those who are involved in "The cup of blessing which we bless".  He reminds them that it is "the communion of the blood of the Christ", and that the bread which believers were accustomed to break together is "the communion", or fellowship, "of the body of the Christ", speaking of Christ’s death, His obedience unto death and the greatness of His death.  So this passage in 1 Corinthians 10 would remind us that Christian fellowship is the fellowship of His death, of His blood and of His body.  All of this is with a view to getting help together about how we work these things out practically, in the light of the divine view that is laid out in scripture about the character of fellowship according to God.

J.C.G.      The death of Christ as represented by the emblems on the table at the Supper becomes a separating point for the believer from what characterises the world, and the things in the world. 

A.M.B.      We need to see the importance and depth of what you have said.  One aspect of the separating nature of Christ’s death is that He was rejected by the world.  He was put to death in the world, and yet He is life for me.  So I can never associate myself with the world’s thinking about Jesus, or with its judgment of Him, can I?

J.C.G.      It is important to understand that in Corinth, there was the assembly of God, comprising all the believers who were in Corinth, and then there was the Jewish synagogue, and then the temple of idolatry.  We are not faced here with the literality of idols or demons.  How would we work this out at the present time?  What would be represented by what the apostle Paul speaks of as idols or demons?  Is it what characterises the world’s system in some sense?

A.M.B.      It seems to have the character of what is definitely not according to God, what is opposed to Him.  It was these features in the world that scorned Christ and rejected Him.  We know that the Jews were involved in that, and also the Romans, in the false judgment of Christ, and in that mockery of a trial.  Both the Jews and the Romans were involved in His being put to death.  But what comes before us in this passage is what is of the world, whatever character it might take.  For a young believer, or any one of us, we need to understand that the world has no time for Christ.  For us who love Him, He is life for us, and He has demonstrated His love for us by shedding His blood.  That blood brings in life for us.  How can we have anything to do with the world which has rejected Him and scorned Him and cast Him out?

G.A.B.      Why does the cup come before the loaf?

A.M.B.      Paul is not speaking about the order of the Lord’s supper here; that comes into the next chapter.  In a sense he was preparing the Corinthians morally in chapter 10 to properly take the Lord’s supper in chapter 11.  The cup would make a tremendous appeal to the affections of any true believer.

G.A.B.      It draws us together as nothing else does.  We all drink of that cup, which is called the Lord’s cup.  It does speak of the loaf, but firstly it says "the bread"; it is as if there are certain things that we appropriate – the cup which is the communion of the Lord’s death, and the bread.  Is it that side of things which we have in this chapter?

A.M.B.      “The cup of blessing which we bless" must relate to the shared appreciation which believers have of the love of God expressed in the shedding of the blood of His Son.  Why was it done?  It was done for us.  As each one of us is able to say that, we have a bond together.  It is the "communion of the blood of the Christ" – what that conveys is the characteristic feature of fellowship.  So it draws together all those who truly appreciate the blessing of that blood.

J.D.      Do you think that it would involve the communion of the One whose life was taken from the earth?

A.M.B.      I am sure it would go on to that, and would involve what was said earlier about the communion of the blood and the communion of Christ’s body separating us from the earth.  If we are truly in the good of what we are doing when we put our hands to the emblems, they separate us from the earth.  It is with a view to our appreciating that the source of life for the believer is in Christ, whose life is not on the earth.  He lives in Heaven – that is what marks His life, and that is imparted by the Spirit to believers.

J.D.      I was thinking about the eunuch saying, “what hinders my being baptised?”, Acts 8:36.  It is the application of the death of Christ in that way to set us free.

J.S.      I was thinking of how Paul begins here, “I speak as to intelligent persons: do ye judge what I say”.  This principle runs right through Scripture from the passover lamb onwards; Isaiah 53 comes to mind.  The whole context of scripture is about God’s appreciation of that precious death.

A.M.B.      It is challenging to apply that to ourselves – “I speak as to intelligent persons”.  Paul was crediting the Corinthians with understanding the Scriptures.  That is something we need to be exercised about; to understand what the Scriptures mean.  There is the word of Scripture – what it says – but the Spirit helps us to understand what God meant when He inspired it, all with a view to the believer appreciating the things that God is speaking about, and then coming into line with them.

R.G.      Is that one of the reasons that it says in verse 14, “Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry”?  It is not only a question of demons, but so that the whole matter of fellowship should be free of any contamination from the world, or anything that belongs to it.

A.M.B.      The Scriptures highlight that for us.  It has often been said that idolatry is anything that would be an alternative object for our affections besides Christ.  Paul is saying to the Corinthians, 'do not have anything before you other than this One who has died for you, whose blood has been shed for you, and whose life is in a different place altogether'.  He is not here, He is risen, and our hope is with Him and in Him.  What has been said about intelligent persons is relevant – God would want us to come to an appreciation about His thoughts about Christ.  That would require spiritual intelligence.

R.G.      Do you think that this is one of the reasons that the Supper is not announced?  We hold it in an inside place.  I was thinking this morning about the "upper room furnished", Luke 22:12.  God not only set these things on in Christ, but He provided a place where they can be understood and entered into, do you think?

A.M.B.      That aspect of fellowship is very important.  It is protective, so that an important characteristic of Christian fellowship is that Christ is supreme there, and His authority is supreme.  It is "the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”; He is appreciated and loved there.  It is the communion of His blood; His obedience unto death is appreciated.  It is also the communion of His body, the body in which He obeyed God and went all the way to death, to fulfil His will and to redeem us.  Anything or anybody that does not care about these things has no place in that fellowship.

J.A.B.      What you are saying would link with the exercise of a young person who asked his father recently why he cannot enjoy the fellowship (which he does) and go out with his school friends in the evening.  Why cannot he enjoy both?

A.M.B.      There is a twofold answer.  One is in terms of the principle of fellowship.  If we have been called into the fellowship of God’s Son, and answered to that call truly and inwardly, then we are associated with that One.  Our associations are with Him, and it would be a slight on the Name of this One were we to be seen publicly doing things which are not in accord with His blessed Person, His life and His death.  So if I go into a place of worldly enjoyment or entertainment, I am not publicly in accord with the fellowship of His Son, with the fellowship of His blood, or the fellowship of His body.  These are in principle the places that mocked Christ, and put Him to death.  But there is another reason.  If I do go on with what I know is not according to the truth and is grieving to the Spirit, then I will not enjoy precious Christian things myself, and that is sad.  The first answer is that it is not right in principle, and I should not be doing it.  The second relates to the enjoyment of my links with Christ and with my brethren, what I enjoy here as a Christian and which will be damaged by acting in a way that is not right.

J.C.G.      Paul speaks in Galatians "so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”, Gal.1:4.  That involves everything which is not consistent with the death of Christ; that is, the activities of unbelievers.  It involves a wide sphere of things, not just what has been raised about our companions, but it involves our associations with persons in the world who are in clubs, trade unions, professional associations and the like, who buy shares or have partnerships in companies.  The death of Christ has finished with all these things, which are part of the world’s system.  Paul also says, “We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it?”, Rom.6:2.  We are living in a new environment.

A.M.B.      The fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord is much greater than anything else; it displaces everything else.  I would not want to go on with anything that is not in accord with that fellowship.  I feel that if I had a greater idea of the dignity and blessedness of what as a Christian I have been called into, my desire to be consistent with it would be greater.  I would not want to be associated with anything that was undignified or that spoiled the enjoyment of that fellowship which I have been called into.

A.D.M.      Is that why, in this chapter, Paul uses expressions that convey the height and preciousness of Christianity, to bring the sensibilities of the Corinthians back into play again?  It is as though they had become dulled or tarnished.  The writer to the Hebrews speaks about "provoking to love and good works", Heb.10:24.  Paul is really provoking the Corinthians to re-evaluate what they had been called to, the great sacrificial basis on which it has been established, rather than setting down a code of rules which say that you cannot do this or that thing.  That is true, but that is not how he approaches it.

A.M.B.      Yes, he appeals to them and then relies on the sensitivities of these believers at Corinth.  They had given up a lot to become believers.  He appeals to their affections, when he refers to “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ?”.  What an appeal that was to their feelings.  And then “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?”. You could not get anything more intimate, in presenting the thing to a believer, than to appeal to him or her on the basis of the blood and the body of the Christ.

P.A.G.      Does it help us to see that the cross is the way out, but the blood is the way in?  Paul has to move quickly on to "the word of the cross" (1 Cor.1:18) because there were certain things that the Corinthians needed to be clear of.  But the cup of blessing involves that we are called out.  I know that this is the public side, but we are on the threshold of something very precious.  The cup comes first, because what is for God comes first.  In 1 Corinthians 11, it is “This is my body, which is for you” (v.24), but what has to come first is what is for God.

A.M.B.      The word of the cross comes in right at the beginning of this epistle when Paul brings before the Corinthians that what the cross speaks of is to the world foolishness and weakness, but it is God’s wisdom and power.  The cross is the end of everything that relates to man naturally and his sinful condition.  There is a complete judicial end to that.  But then the blood establishes our righteousness as believers in Jesus, before God.

The sinner who believes is free,

Can say, The Saviour died for me;

Can point to the atoning blood

And say, This made my peace with God.    (Hymn 357)

The apostle appeals to their appreciation of that.

G.A.B.      What we have before us in these verses is something that is faced and settled in our lives before we come to the Lord’s supper.  In chapter 11, we have the order of the Lord’s supper, but these issues we are speaking of now would all be settled before that.

A.M.B.      So the apostle is bringing up these matters as to moral conditions and the walk of the Corinthians so that they should have these things clear in their own minds, and should regulate their lives accordingly.  That emphasises the importance of coming to the Supper having settled anything which might get in the way.

G.A.B.      That confirms what we were saying, that it is not the order of the Lord’s supper here; it is more the exercise that has to be faced.  You might say at home, ‘I am going to put my hand to the loaf tomorrow morning; I am going to put my lips to the cup.  Am I clear about these things which we have been speaking about; am I ready for it?’  In chapter 11 Paul says “let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread” (v.28).  It is all seen to, is it not?

A.M.B.      It is good to get these principles in our souls.  As they are in my soul, then the Spirit will help me to appreciate how they apply to me, and therefore how they regulate my walk here, my actions and words and thoughts.

J.S.      In the old system, there was the laver which the priests were to use before they approached (Exod.40:30).  That principle is still valid, is it not?

A.M.B.      The laver was the first thing that was seen.  It was copper, speaking to us of the judgment of evil.  It was also full of water, and that was what the priests washed in before they had anything to do with the service of God.  That is part of the type of the tabernacle, which is very instructive.  The writer to the Hebrews makes clear that the tabernacle was typical, and that we should learn from it.  It is in line with the New Testament; no priest ever went in to God without washing himself thoroughly with water from the laver.

J.S.      These things show that, as we take an interest in divine things, Scripture is all one whole.  It is very necessary to approach the Supper in a right state of soul, and the laver would provide for that.

A.M.B.      We need to come to the Supper in that way.  We would credit all our brethren with that.  We desire to remember the Lord because that is being obedient to His commandment, and it is right to do so.  But in a sense there is more to it than that.  The scripture you have referred to would show that there is a moral way.  If we do not attend to what is moral, we will never enjoy what God intends us to enjoy, and He will not get His portion from us.

J.D.      The epistles to Corinthians and Galatians have both been described as correcting a tendency to departure from first principles (FER Vol.10 p.46).  So we never get away from this.  What has been spoken of is wholesome.  We take it up individually in our moral exercises, involving the matter of proving ourselves before we eat.  There is no other basis for fellowship to continue, for the Lord’s supper to proceed, and then what would flow out of the Supper into the service of God.

A.M.B.      There is no basis in what man’s mind has imagined.  Sadly, we see that human teaching has come into some of the systems of Christendom, bringing in innovation about what the bread and cup are.  That is not what was from the beginning, not what is according to first principles.  The apostle John strove to remind the believers he wrote to of what was from the beginning, and that included fellowship.

D.S.      Is there something protective in the cup and in the bread, before we come to the thought of the blessing in Christianity as we partake of it?  I was thinking of what has been said as to the cup coming first and the bread coming afterwards.  There is a protective area which has been originated by divine Persons.  The Lord delivered instruction about the Supper to Paul, and He showed the way it should be set out, and Paul is bringing these Corinthian saints back to it.  There is something protected by divine Persons; it is not man made.

A.M.B.      What is said in chapter 10 about the Lord’s supper is very important.  It is protective in a moral sense.  The first set of issues we need to be alert to, and make sure are addressed in accordance with the divine way, are in ourselves.  The apostle is reminding them that when they take the Lord’s cup, it is the communion of His blood, and when they take the bread, it is the communion of His body.  He is speaking of the Lord’s death, and as having appreciated the significance, the reality and the sobriety of Christ’s death and what it means for me, I am able to take the Supper rightly.  That is protective.

D.S.      I was thinking of what was said earlier about how, when we do something or go somewhere that we know is not right, we will not be happy about doing it.  So in partaking of the loaf and the cup, if I am not right inwardly, I will not be happy in trying to please myself, and not happy in trying to please God.  Is there something protective in the emblems being set on?  If a person is in the good of them in their soul, they will come into the blessing of what God has set on in Christ.

J.A.B.      What has just been said is the truth; we see it in Scripture, and we have also experienced it.  If we try to go on with both, we enjoy neither.  We have learnt that, from Scripture and from experience.  Do you think that in these practical exercises of fellowship, the truth of it is borne out in the experiences of generations of believers?

A.M.B.      It is well to remind ourselves that no element of Christian truth is intended to remain purely objective.  Every thought of God that He has revealed to us is to be enjoyed.  That is why we have the Holy Spirit, so that it might be so.  The first question is – do I understand what God is setting out as light in the Scriptures?  Do I also understand and accept teaching that is Scripture-based, through the operation of the Spirit speaking through devoted people in the past and currently too?  The question is – do I understand what God says?  That is a very important question – do I set myself for it, ask for the Spirit’s help, and for the help of others who could help me?  But the second question is – am I enjoying it?  I might enjoy it without fully understanding it, and in that way we learn the words by the things, as Mr Darby said (FER Vol.14 p.5).  But it is very important that we are instructed, that we do understand the things of God, and what He says about them.  Then we come into the experience of them.  If we are breaking bread, and we do something that we know is not right, even although no one else knows about it, our conscience sees to it that we enjoy neither the worldly thing nor our link with Christ.  But if we persist in doing what is not right, then we find that the Spirit is grieved and retreats, and our conscience may no longer tell us as surely as it once did what is right and what is wrong.  We need to treat fellowship with the care that such a precious matter requires.

W.W.L.      Some of us used to be told that wherever you go, you take the brethren with you.  Our affections need to be involved; we have love for the Lord, but we should have love for the brethren too.

A.M.B.      These matters go together.  It is not just that this is what brethren say, not just what has been taught among faithful brethren for many years.  That is certainly true, but "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren", 1 John 3:14.  When John writes, "if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1:7), how precious it is to find someone else who is walking in the light, who loves the Lord.  I would feel a great bond with that person.

J.C.G.      I might make an error, but if I do it again and again, it becomes self will and that becomes a serious matter; I am obstructing the Lord.  I thought that what was raised about the washing is important, because the equivalent in the New Testament was the Lord’s feet-washing in John 13, which preceded His introduction of the Lord’s supper.  He said “Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me” (v.8).  That is, there will be no enjoyment of having part with Him unless I am free of what is wrong and defiling.

D.A.B.      As well as being protective, there is what is preventive.  That comes in to verse 17 and relates to what was said, “we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”.  Paul stresses the oneness of the loaf; is that what fellowship is?  There is a unity and a bond with one another that we would strive to maintain through the power of the Spirit and love for Christ.  

A.M.B.      That reference to one body is then expanded in chapter 12.  It is a very important chapter to read and to become familiar with.  What the apostle is speaking of is normal Christianity, that believers "being many, are one loaf".  We all derive our life from Christ, and we are maintained in it by the power of the Spirit.  That is a much greater common bond than any worldly bond could possibly be.

D.A.B.       Is this the answer to what the apostle refers to in chapter 1, when he speaks about Paul and Cephas, and then he says, “Is the Christ divided?”, 1 Cor.1:13.  He is not.

A.M.B.      That is another important aspect of what we are speaking about in relation to fellowship.  There is one fellowship, and we as believers have been called into it.  The question for me is whether I have answered to that.

P.A.G.      I was thinking about the verse that has been brought in.  I wondered if what you have drawn attention to in 1 Corinthians 12 helps us as a practical example.  There is mention there of the foot and the eye and the hand.  We could not think of, say, a foot being a member of two bodies at once.  We could see that that is physically impossible.  But would it help us to see that it is spiritually impossible as well?

A.M.B.      The human body is a very powerful illustration used by the apostle in 1 Corinthians 12, and he applies it to the body of Christ: “so also is the Christ” (v.12).  What you say is right; a foot could not take instructions from two heads.  It would not know where to walk, it would get confused.  That is a bit like us.  If we mix up the authority of Christ with some other authority, and that is most likely to be the authority of our own wills, we will get confused, and we will no longer walk in a straight line.  We will not bring glory to the One who is our true Head.

J.S.      What do you think of this expression “in communion with the altar”?

A.M.B.      I thought it was the Jewish system conveyed in the altar.

J.S.      Would it bring out that in Christianity it relates to Romans 12?  If you place your body on the altar, you are in communion with it.

A.M.B.      For a believer, the altar is primarily Christ.  It would make us think of His offering Himself once and for all (Heb.10:10).  Then, as you say, we follow that through.  The truth is set before us beautifully and perfectly in Christ, but what does it mean for me?  We look for instruction in the Scripture and we would find it in Romans 12.  We have to offer our bodies a living sacrifice (v.1).

J.S.H.      I was thinking that what we are speaking of is living.  The Lord Jesus could say as to Himself, “I am the resurrection and the life”, John 11:25.  That is what really marks Christianity, is it not?  Everything in this world is marked by death, but what we have in Christianity is marked by life.  I was thinking of the comment earlier about where we go and what we do.  We may do something that others do not see, but the One who is marked by life, who is life, sees everything that we do.  Is that what governs us?

A.M.B.       If I truly realise that I derive my life from Christ, and that without Him there would be nothing, then I will want to be loyal to Him.  I will acknowledge in my walk, in what I say and do, that I am in the communion of that One, the communion to which He gives character.  He does see everything.  He is not looking on us disapprovingly, but He takes account of everything and we would not want to grieve Him.

G.A.B.      The matter of worldly companionship in a sense will look after itself if we express Christ.  Other people will not want our company, will they?

A.M.B.      That is a bigger challenge than keeping ourselves wrapped up at home.  We cannot do that.  We need to look after one another, look after our families, but there comes a time when young people need to go out into the world of education and work.  If we are helped to be faithful and to speak the Lord’s name, we will be preserved.

R.G.      Does the word at the end of Hebrews bear on this?  The writer says “We have an altar of which they have no right to eat who serve the tabernacle”, Heb.13:10.  So, as our affections are engaged, we would come to the point that we are prepared to sacrifice.  This begins to mean so much to us that we are committed to it.  Paul emphasises that.  We are at a great dividing point here; we can go with the truth of fellowship and all that it involves, or not.

A.M.B.      So this has to be approached on the line of experience and relationships, do you think?

R.G.      Yes, I do.  So the Supper is not exactly the fellowship, but it is a very major part of it.  

A.M.B.      Yes, it is the most public expression of fellowship.  But then it has an enormous importance in relation to inward enjoyment of what fellowship protects.

A.F.      I wondered if whatever is unsuitable to the fellowship would actually provoke the Lord to jealousy?

A.M.B.      We are asked: “are we stronger than he?”  We are not.  What you say is right, and it is sobering.  If we do something inadvertently without realising it, then that is one thing.  We ought not to, and we need help about it; we should not be self-willed, and we can quickly come back into line with what the Scripture teaches us, and brethren will be able to help us if we speak to them.  But if we are on the line of putting our own thoughts first, and of saying ‘no matter what the Scripture says, this is what I think’, then we most certainly will bring in what is not compatible with fellowship, and we would in that case be provoking the Lord to jealousy.  May we be preserved from that, because it is so disruptive of what the Scripture speaks of as fellowship.

A.F.      The footnote refers to Deuteronomy 32, where we can see the effects of the people of Israel provoking the Lord to jealousy.  In chapter 11 you see the same result, where many were ill or even died because of it (v.30).  So we should be aware of the Lord’s jealousy; He is a very jealous God.

A.M.B.      What that means is that He wants everything to be according to His mind.  We might ask, ‘How do we know what the Lord’s mind is?’.  He has set things out in Scripture, and as we were saying earlier, the apostle speaks here of intelligent persons, that is those who would be willing to enquire into the Scripture, understand what it means, and then be guided by it.  But if anyone feels a question arising ‘How do I know what is compatible with fellowship?’, we go to the Scriptures and we seek the Lord’s and the Spirit’s help, and we will be guided into the truth.  That is the Spirit’s service; He guides us into all the truth, and the truth is what would govern us.

P.A.G.       I was thinking of the line of the hymn:

‘Himself He could not save,

Love’s stream too deeply flowed’       (Hymn 240)

Do you think the way to stay on the Lord’s side in these matters is to see that love’s stream flowed deeply?  He went that way for you and me.

A.M.B.      Do you not feel that that lies behind the apostle’s reference to "the communion of the blood of the Christ"?  That suggests the stream of love that flowed so deeply.  He gave Himself.  He could not save Himself if you and I were to be saved; He had to sacrifice Himself.  That is a truth that we find fully set out in Scripture, but what a matter it is to feel the reality and the constraining power of it in my heart and soul.

G.A.B.      The matter of jealousy has been referred to.  We sometimes mix up the meaning of the word jealousy with envy.  It has been said that envy covets what belongs to another, but jealousy protects what is its own.  If we provoke the Lord to jealousy, He would say ‘This is Mine, this is My property, I want to see it protected and preserved and defended’.

A.M.B.      Paul speaks to the Corinthians of being “jealous as to you with a jealousy which is of God”, 2 Cor.11:2.  So what the Lord holds precious He wants to protect; He does not want to see someone else coming in and spoiling some of it, because it is for His pleasure.  He is also grieved if He sees our enjoyment spoiled.  His jealousy would come into that too.  But then Paul was jealous with the same jealousy.  It is right for us to be jealous in the correct sense that we are using the word, so that we might be alert to anything coming in, especially in ourselves, that would spoil things.  If I become aware of something in another person, then I can speak to that brother or sister privately about it.

J.D.      We spoke about how there is only one fellowship, and there is only one body comprised of every believer who has the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Yet we do not break bread with every one.  Do you think the communion of the blood and of the body of the Christ becomes the great determinant?

A.M.B.      Yes.  In the practical working out of universal fellowship, we prove what you say.  We are all called into one fellowship.  We have touched a little today on the practical working out of it, and if we are to look for scriptures to teach us about it, we would find them in 2 Timothy and other scriptures too.  But the death of Christ is the great test.
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1 Corinthians 10:14-22 (JND) [14] Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say. [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf. [18] See Israel according to flesh: are not they who eat the sacrifices in communion with the altar? [19] What then do I say? that what is sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? [20] But that what [the nations] sacrifice they sacrifice to demons, and not to God. Now I do not wish you to be in communion with demons. [21] Ye cannot drink [the] Lord's cup, and [the] cup of demons: ye cannot partake of [the] Lord's table, and of [the] table of demons. [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?
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1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …
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1 Corinthians 1:18 (JND) [18] For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God's power.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …
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1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …
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Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …
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EXTRACTS FROM ‘A WORD ON CLEAVING TO THE LORD; ADDRESSED TO YOUNG CONVERTS’

As you grow in this knowledge of Him, a joy grows deeper than that of first conversion.  I have known Christ, more or less, between thirty and forty years, and I can say that I have ten thousand times more joy now than I had at first.  It is a deeper, calmer joy.  The water rushing down from a hill is beautiful to look at, and makes most noise; but you will find the water that runs in the plain is deeper, calmer, more fructifying. Observe, they are exhorted with purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord, Acts 11:23 A.V.  A distracted heart is the bane of a Christian.  When my heart is filled with Christ, I have no heart or eye for the trash of the world.  If Christ is dwelling in your heart by faith, it will not be the question, ‘What harm is there in this, or that?’  Rather, ‘Am I doing this for Christ?  Can Christ go along with me in this?’  If you are in communion with Him, you will readily detect what is not of Him.  Do not let the world come in, and distract your thoughts.  I speak especially to you young ones; we, who are older, have had more experience of what the world is, we know more what it is worth, but it all lies shining before you, endeavouring to attract you.  What else does it fill its shop windows for?  Its smiles are all deceitful, still it is smiling upon you.  It makes many promises it cannot fulfil: still it promises.  The fact is, your hearts are too big for the world, it cannot fill them; they are too little for Christ, for He fills heaven; yet will He fill you to overflowing…

You will have to learn what is in your heart.  Abide with God, and you will learn your heart with Him, and under His grace; else you will have to learn it with the devil through His successful temptations.  But God is faithful, and if you have been getting away from Him, and other things has been coming in and forming a crust round your heart, and you want to get back again, God says, ‘What is this crust?  I must have you deal with it, and get rid of it’.  Remember, Christ bought you with His own blood, that you should be His, and not the world's.  The denial of this fact is an artifice of the devil.  Do not let the devil come in between you and God's grace.  However careless you may have been, however far you may have got away from Him, return to Him: doubt not His joy in having you back; count upon His love; look at the sin which led you away with horror, but do not wrong Him by distrusting His love….remember how He has loved you, and will love you until the end.  Mistrust not His work: mistrust not His love.

J.N.Darby Vol.34, pp.396, 397

Edited and Published by John A Brown

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK

 email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Scripture references

Acts 11:23 (JND) [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord;
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