
Notes of Ministry - 563 - October 2019

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






THE LORD JESUS AS THE REFINER


Malachi 3:3,10;  John 21:1-17;

Philippians 3:3-10 (to “off his sufferings”)

I would like to say a few words, dear brethren, about the great matters of deliverance, devotion and dedication.  The Lord is working with us all constantly through a refining process, so that we may come into the gain and good of deliverance, so that we might be here in devotion to Himself and dedicated to the service of God. 

I read in Malachi to indicate how God is set upon this matter of refining His people.  Malachi wrote at a time when there had been much departure from God; even the sacrifices that were made were not acceptable to Him.  God was indicating in this chapter that He was going to come in and bring about a change, and that He would send a messenger ahead.  In a sense, it relates to the coming of Jesus into manhood.  It also relates to the day yet to come when the Lord will come to Israel and everything will be purged and changed, and He will “sit as a refiner”.  What a time that will be when the Lord comes publicly and purification takes place publicly.  All the impurities in the whole system of this world will be dealt with by the Lord Himself when He will “sit as a refiner”.  But it particularly applies to us now, and this is why the prophecy of Malachi was written – to apply to the people of God in this dispensation, so that they could realise that God is looking for what is pure in His people, looking for a refined product that will answer to His desires, and be an answer to His love.  Malachi anticipated that Levi would “offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness”, and while this applies to Israel in the context of this scripture, we can make the application to ourselves.  The refining process that goes on in our lives and in our circumstances here is all calculated that there may be an answer to God in righteousness, and an answer to His wondrous love.

I thought that what we read in John 21 shows the wondrous grace of the Lord Jesus in this process of refining.  He knew the gold that was there in Peter and in Nathaniel, and in these other persons who went out fishing.  He knew the silver that was there.  It was a result of His own work in them.  There was silver, there was gold there in them, but they went off to fish, and I suppose in a sense the gold and silver was submerged for the time.  It is like ourselves; we may take an independent course and forget about the things we have just had revealed to us.  The Lord had come in amongst them on two occasions already.  On the first occasion, He breathed into them.  How intimate the Lord was with His own.  Peter received the breathing into him of the Lord Jesus.  John did and Nathaniel did, but Thomas missed it.  Oh, it is a sad thing to miss the Lord’s breathings, especially when He is seeking to imbue us with His own Spirit.  That is what He was doing in John 20; He came in amongst them and said to them, “Peace be to you” (v.19).  And eight days later, He came in again – what wondrous grace!  He held out His hands to Thomas and said, “Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side” (v.27).  What grace on the part of the Lord.  Refining was going on in Thomas; He came to it that this One was his Lord and his God.

But here in chapter 21, and in spite of the fact that Jesus had been manifested to them in these distinctive ways already, the Lord in grace prepared to manifest Himself a third time.  “This is already the third time”, John says.  Mr Taylor Snr often said that this chapter is an appendix to John’s gospel, but what a wonderful appendix!  The Lord in grace was prepared to come into this manifestation of independence on the part of this little group.  It may have sounded legitimate to go off to fish, but Peter had left that behind at least three years before.  He and Andrew, along with James and John, had left the ships, the nets, everything.  Why go back to something you have left?  I read in Philippians to show that Paul never went back to what he left.  He had left it all; he discarded it.  He realised that, under the refining hand of the Lord, he had been delivered from it.  Deliverance is a wonderful thing, and the Lord continues to work with us all the time to bring about more and more on the line of deliverance.  Mr. Raven said we need to be delivered from sin, the world, and the flesh1; I think that covers almost everything that the Lord is working out in our lives – to be delivered from these things so that we might be devoted to Him.

I did not read on in John’s gospel because it is a long passage, but the Lord was working toward devotion to Himself in these men, devotion in Peter.  A little further on, if we had read it, He says, “Follow thou me” (v 22).  That is the devotion which the Lord is looking for.  But think of the grace of it – wondrous grace towards this apostle who was to be so important under the Spirit’s hand after He came at Pentecost.  This servant, Peter, who went off to fish and led the rest away with him – the Lord was going to work with him to refine what was there and bring about devotion, and to help him see that he was delivered from self and from the world and from sin.  

The word says, “And early morn already breaking, Jesus stood on the shore”.  He knew where they were.  He knows where we are all the time.  That is something for the young people to remember; the Lord knows where we are all the time.  He knows our circumstances.  When you go off to school, He knows that.  When you come home from school, it is the same.  When you go off to business, He knows that; He is watching us all the time.  Think of the wondrous grace and glory of that – the Lord taking account of His people and the circumstances in which they are.  He knows when we are acting independently too, as these persons were, and sometimes He arranges it so that we get nothing out of it.  That is what He did here.  They had been casting the net over the side of the ship, over and over again all night long, and nothing had happened.  Not one fish in the net!  How often the Lord has to do that with us to show us that He is in charge and that we need to depend on Him.  But there He was on the shore, and He said, “have ye anything to eat?”, and they had to say, No, we have nothing to eat.  

He had asked them when He came in amongst them, “Have ye anything here to eat?” (Luke 24:41), and they had something then; they had a part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb and they could give Him something.  The Lord is always looking for some answer from us to His own desires, but here they had nothing to give Him.  How solemn that is; someone has said of it that it was ‘night, nothing and nakedness’ 2.  How they were tested, but all of this is in view of the refining of His own.  And John recognised who was there.  Why do you suppose it was John who recognised Him?  Because he was the one who had leaned on the breast of Jesus, he had been the most intimate with Jesus and he was the one who could immediately detect that this had to be the Lord.  You might say that they should have all known who it was.  When the Lord had told them to put the net down at the right side of the ship, it became evident that the fishes, you might say, had swum right into the net.  It had to be the Lord.  It was the very thing that had happened back in Luke 5, when Peter was asked to draw out into the deep (v.4).  How the Lord is prepared to repeat Himself in His grace towards us so that we eventually get the point, eventually realise who is there, eventually realise who is having to do with us.  How beautiful that is!

John realised who it was immediately.  It seems that Peter had to be told that it was the Lord.  Thank God, we have brethren who sometimes remind us that we have to do with the Lord, and that the Lord is speaking to us.  That is what John did; what a fine service that was.  Peter realised how naked he was, and then they come to the shore.  The Lord does not rebuke them.  He says, “Come and dine”.  What grace – what wondrous grace!  But what I want to lead onto is the probing of Peter.  They were all there, and they all got the gain of the Lord’s probing of Peter.  The Lord had Peter in view particularly, but also the company, so that they were all to get the gain of how the Lord handled the refining of His work in this beloved apostle, Peter.  He was probed three times over; “lovest thou me … lovest thou me … Art thou attached to me?”.  The third time Peter was grieved about it.  I suppose I would have been too, but the Lord kept on until He received this commitment from Peter; “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee”.  It was sufficient; now the Lord can tell him what was going to transpire when he was old.  Is that not fine, that Peter was told by the Lord Jesus about what would transpire at his death, that he would glorify God in his death.  How fine that is, but in the meantime, the Lord says, “Follow thou me”.  

The Lord is working toward that end with all of us, to help us arrive at devotion in following Him.  How often we need the refining process to probe the depths of our attachment to Christ.  How deep is my attachment to Christ?  How firmly is my heart linked with the Lord Jesus?  That is always the test.  It is often the test in what the Lord may allow in our circumstances or in our affairs, or whenever we feel the Lord probing us.  It may be in our meetings when we are together; it is all in view of bringing out the silver and the gold that He has put there by His own work.  What a work had been done in Peter already.  What a work had been done in John.  What a work had been done in Nathaniel and these others that are mentioned here; Thomas called Didymus, Nathaniel and the two sons of Zebedee, James and John, as well as two other disciples.  Well, we can put ourselves along with these two others.  I suppose I would have gone fishing with them too if I had been there; that is my inclination, to do things with other people.  There were these two others anyway, and they were all being refined by the Lord Jesus.  The silver and the gold was there, and it was soon going to be apparent how much silver and gold was in these disciples and in the others who would be with them in the upper room.  That was where the gold and the silver was that the Lord had been refining in His life and death here.

I read about Paul because he illustrates so fully the result that the Lord is seeking in this matter of refining.  Paul indicates what deliverance had taken place with him.  If you read the epistles that Peter wrote, you can see what deliverance had come about with him.  You can also see the devotion that was there in Peter when you read these epistles.  What dedication he had to Christ as a result of what the Lord had been doing in his soul, a refining process working out in Peter’s soul.  Paul expressed his experience of this great matter of deliverance so beautifully in chapter 3 of Philippians.  He writes of how he had had his trust in certain things.  He was, you might say, head and shoulders above so many, even among the Jews.  He had been found blameless as to the law – a most remarkable thing to say, but I am sure it was true.  Paul was blameless, he had never contravened the law at all, yet he had persecuted the assembly.  But he says, “what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss”.  That is deliverance.  It is wonderful to be delivered from the things that you might take the greatest pride in.  You might have the most impressive accomplishments, natural abilities and other things.  Discard them!  Paul says, Discard them and count them loss on account of Christ. 

I did not read the whole of this wonderful chapter, but it goes on to devotion.  Deliverance first, then Paul says, “surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”.  What devotion, what wonderful devotion on the part of the apostle.  No wonder the Lord was prepared to reveal such wonderful things to him concerning the truth of the assembly, concerning the worship of God, concerning the things we have been speaking over in the readings here – things that are available to us now.  Here was a man fully delivered from sin, from the world, from self and devoted to Christ.

Paul goes on (vv.12-17) to speak about this great matter of the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings.  He says, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead.”  That is dedication.  What dedication to Christ there was in the soul of this beloved apostle.  He was dedicated, you might say, to reaching to the fullest extent the things available to him through the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  And then Paul goes on to admonish others to follow him, to be imitators of himself.  He says, and it is very important, “I pursue, if also I may get possession of it.”  You might ask, ‘Did he not have possession already’?  Well, he indicated that there was still more to reach out for, more to be devoted about, more to dedicate himself to.  And then Paul says, “Brethren, I do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing – forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue”.  What a wonderful word that is – to pursue – and he encourages us.  As you read on in this chapter, Paul encourages us to pursue.  How much there is to pursue in Christianity!

Paul speaks that way to Timothy.  In the first epistle, he says that there are certain things to pursue, and in the second epistle he says it again: “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Tim 2:22.  That means that we can pursue these things together with others – righteousness, faith, love and peace.  That is what Paul is doing here; “I pursue, looking towards the goal” – what a goal it is – “for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”.  Then he says “As many therefore as are perfect…”; he puts it on us.  You might ask about this word ‘perfect’.  Paul had in mind full grown persons to be devoted like himself – delivered and devoted to Christ.  “As many therefore as are perfect, let us be thus minded”.  It is a remarkable word Paul uses, this word “minded”.  He used it in his letter to Corinth too.  Your mind is a faculty, and to be “minded” means that the bent, the direction of your mind is to be looking towards the goal.  And “if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you.  But whereto we have attained, let us walk in the same steps.  Be imitators all together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model”.  What a wonderful thing that a man as delivered as Paul was, from sin, the world and self, devoted to Christ, was saying that he had not already obtained the prize, but he was still stretching out and pursuing.  “Be imitators all together of me”; he is saying ‘That is what I am doing, you do the same’.  

What a refined person Paul was.  Think of how the Lord worked to refine His apostle.  No doubt in each case, the Lord works individually with each one to bring out the silver and gold that would be so valuable in the testimony.  Paul came after the other apostles, and the Lord was still continuing to work from on high.  That is what He is doing now.  He is not here with us as He was with the twelve: He worked with them personally while He was here, refining what was there for God, but then He ascended.  Paul is a great example of the way in which the Lord can work from on high to bring about a refined product, the gold and silver for His glory and praise.

I trust that we might be encouraged, dear brethren, to pursue and walk in the same steps, to be imitators of persons like Paul, to be formed by the refining process that the Lord brings into our lives.  We can see it in others.  Those disciples there on the shore with Jesus – they could see what the Lord was doing with Peter.  We can see it in others, can we not, in our dear brethren who are going through great exercise?  It is a refining process that the Lord is working out, and you can say, ‘Can I get the good of that for myself, what the Lord is doing with that dear person?’.  Let us take it to ourselves and see that the Lord is seeking to bring out this precious silver and gold that will be for His glory when He comes.  This chapter goes on to His coming; we await the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  Paul says, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself” (vv.20,21).  That is what we are looking forward to, and what a refined product there will be in the assembly when the Lord comes.  Is that not wonderful?  Think of it; the saints all having been through this refining process through the activities of the Holy Spirit here, and the Lord working from on high, to bring to light the gold and silver in the souls of the saints, the work of God in its lustre and glory for His own praise when the Lord comes.

May He bless the word for His name’s sake.

Address in Grimsby

7 June 2008

Henry W Jensen

 


Scripture references

Malachi 3:3-10 (JND) [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness. [4] Then shall the oblation of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto Jehovah, as in the days of old, and as in former years. [5] And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against the false swearers, and against those that oppress the hired servant in [his] wages, the widow and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger [from his right], and fear not me, saith Jehovah of hosts. [6] For I Jehovah change not, and ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed. [7] Since the days of your fathers have ye departed from my statutes, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall we return? [8] Will a man rob God? But ye rob me. And ye say, Wherein do we rob thee? [In] tithes and heave-offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse; and me ye rob, [even] this whole nation. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

John 21:1-17 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. [4] And early morn already breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; the disciples however did not know that it was Jesus. [5] Jesus therefore says to them, Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, No. [6] And he said to them, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes. [7] That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved says to Peter, It is the Lord. Simon Peter therefore, having heard that it was the Lord, girded his overcoat [on him] (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea; [8] and the other disciples came in the small boat, for they were not far from the land, but somewhere about two hundred cubits, dragging the net of fishes. [9] When therefore they went out on the land, they see a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. [10] Jesus says to them, Bring of the fishes which ye have now taken. [11] Simon Peter went up and drew the net to the land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there were so many, the net was not rent. [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. …

Philippians 3:3-10 (JND) [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. [4] Though *I* have [my] trust even in flesh; if any other think to trust in flesh, *I* rather: [5] as to circumcision, [I received it] the eighth day; of [the] race of Israel, of [the] tribe of Benjamin, Hebrew of Hebrews; as to [the] law, a Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, persecuting the assembly; as to righteousness which [is] in [the] law, found blameless; [7] but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss. [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 24:41 (JND) [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat?

Luke 24:41 (JND) [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat?

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.



THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR


Matthew 11:28-30;  Revelation 22:16

Our sister who we bury today was a believer with whom one has enjoyed fellowship for a long time.  Her death is an opportunity to reflect in a general way on her qualities and virtues, on the things we have shared together, and especially on the shared knowledge we have had of the Lord Jesus Himself.  It is a blessed privilege to speak with one with whom we have a mutual Friend, and we were attached to that Person for the same reasons.  We have been able to share that blessed common ground and express it in remembering His death in the breaking of bread.  These are wonderful portions for the Christian believer into which our sister entered so fully. 

But these passages of scripture are not about a believer or a saint, they are about the Lord Jesus, and what they have in common is that the Lord Jesus is drawing attention to Himself.  You will notice how many “I”s are in italic in this Bible.  It is a very precious thing to know a saint who has walked with the Lord in the way in which He speaks of here: “Take my yoke upon you”.  What a blessed privilege it is to find the fulfilment of a life in walking with Jesus, committed to and attached to Him, and taking His path, the path of the will of God.  He says “I am meek and lowly in heart”; how wonderful it is to walk with such a One.  The lowliness of Jesus is something I trust we all have an impression of.  No pride, no guile, no dissimulation marked the Lord Jesus; He took the bondman’s place.  Think of that – taking that ground in relation to His disciples, even washing their feet.  What a wonderful thing meekness is.  It means that He never took on anything for His own advantage, or considered for His own interests or benefits.  What a Person to walk with!  We may walk with someone else, and if the path gets rough we may talk about its inconvenience, or about how things might get better, or how narrow and difficult the way is, but you never hear the Lord Jesus speaking like that.  He would not seek to make the path easier for Himself but He would make it easier for us.  What a Person He is to walk with, beloved.  Every footstep He took was in the interests of somebody else – firstly His God and Father, whom in love He had come to serve; and then in love for His own.  It is a blessed thing to know such a One who would sustain power for life here in all the vicissitudes and trials of the way, to know that we are attached to One who walks like this.

I read at the end of the Bible where He says, “I Jesus”.  He makes reference to Himself, “I am the root and offspring of David”.  How wonderful it is to understand that everything for the believer finds its origin in Himself.  He will crown everything for the believer as well, and He will be with us every step of the way which ends in this wonderful result.  I like this reference to the “morning star”.  The Lord Jesus is also referred to in Scripture as the Sun.  Malachi speaks of Him prophetically as the “Sun of righteousness”, Mal 4:2.  Psalm 19 speaks of a tent spread for the sun (v.4); nothing is hid from the heat thereof (v.6); these scriptures speak of the day when the Lord Jesus will come, when He will appear in glory.  But the morning star is seen while the night still reigns.  It is not the means of finding warmth, as the sun is in the daytime, but it is something we can see at night and it tells us that the morning is about to break.  How we should live in the faith of that, as our sister did, that the morning is about to break.  There are two other references in scripture to the “morning star”.  2 Peter 1 verse 19 is one, then the Lord speaks of it to the overcomer at Thyatira (Rev 2:28), because it is something we need while we are here.  Peter speaks of it arising in our hearts, which is something we should experience now.  

What a test that is.  The imminence of the coming of Christ is to be held in our hearts, and the proof that it is in our hearts is that it governs our lives and the way we go on.  It does not only make us happy, but it acts as a rule of life, that the Lord Jesus is about to appear.  He speaks of it here Himself – I am “the bright and morning star”.  We can say as to our sister among others that they had a brightness, there was something in their hearts that shone, and it came from Christ.  The prospect they had was not that things might get better one day, but this was their present joy in their lives, and so it might be for us.  What a wonderful thing it is that our Lord Jesus should speak of Himself in that way, as if urging upon us to see His brightness and have that colour and light in our hearts.

May He bless the word.

Word given at a burial at Sunbury

12 April 2019

D. Andrew Burr




Scripture references

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Revelation 22:16 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star.

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

2 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;

Revelation 2:28 (JND) [28] and I will give to him the morning star.



EXTRACT – THE MORNING STAR


I want the morning star in my heart (the hope of Christ before the day, coming to receive the church to Himself -- for the morning star is given to them that overcome) to cheer my soul through the long and dreary night, which is yet darker now than it was then, but still far spent, as the darkness of the night always thickens till again the dawn of another day rise beyond on the other side of heaven and the morning star appear to fix the eye of the watchful and waiting soul, and cheer the heart with a sure and certain hope.  And what, then, do we want of the things of this dark place, which is now under judgment for having nailed God's Son on the cross?  Do not you, therefore, be seeking the riches, the honours, the power of this world, on which Christ is coming to execute judgment.  One ray of the glory of Christ will at once wither up all the glory of this defiled world like an autumn leaf.  Do not you, therefore, go on mixing yourself up with the world and heaping up riches.  What will you do with them when Christ comes?  Remember the Lord is at hand.  But do I keep separate from this world merely because it is going to be judged?  Certainly not.  My whole portion for time and eternity is in Christ; the day-star has arisen in my heart.  I am separated from the world by affection, and not by fear. 

J.N. Darby Vol.5 p.319

 


THE PANOPLY OF GOD


Revelation 3:7,8  Ephesians 6:10-18

It was ones’ exercise to speak about overcoming.  It is very much needed in our day; it is a theme that is found throughout Scripture. Whatever the dispensation, in whatever way God has taken man up, there has been a need for overcomers.  I trust that we might be encouraged to answer to it, that young brethren might look at examples of persons who persevered in days of old and exhibited these wonderful features of overcoming.  That is available to you.

We have in the epistle to the Ephesians the panoply of God, what God has provided to enable us to stand.  Ephesians is not so much wilderness conflict, it is conflict that requires spiritual warfare.  God uses the trials and the tests of the wilderness to prove our hearts, to exercise us, to form us.  It is the learning time.  How thankful we are for what God allows us to go through in the wilderness path.  In these trials and tribulations, the formative work of the Spirit is taking place, in view of an increase for God.  But there is nothing greater than to get over to what Ephesians speaks of, to realise the great privilege of having part in what is for God.  That brings before us the superiority of Christianity, which God has established in His beloved Son, and by whom we have access to God Himself.  It enables us to enjoy the wonderful privilege of the relationship with God as our Father.  It is according to God’s purpose, according to His heart of love; it is the way in which He has secured an answer for Himself.  How wonderful that we have the privilege of entering in to what God has purposed in His heart for Himself.  The greatness of it is beyond words, but I trust that we might have some sense of the great privilege that is ours to be able to enter into that purpose, not only individually but collectively. 

But there are conditions which are necessary in order for us to be maintained in what is according to God’s heart and mind in view of what is to be for Himself.  There are conditions that are pleasing to Him which are found in persons who overcome in working things out together – encouraging one another, building one another up.  It is a very positive thing to consider these conditions which can be found amongst the saints, conditions in which God finds pleasure, the result of the work of the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit in us.

We had recently in Denton the verse in Malachi which says, “they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another”, Mal.3:16.  Jehovah observed it, and there was a book of remembrance written.  It touched my heart that what is for God is built up collectively under God’s eye as we provide conditions that are pleasing to God.  God took account of those who feared His name, who spoke often one to another; there was unity of heart and spirit and there was love among them.  They were occupied with what was for Jehovah; nothing was going to distract them, or mar it, and they were speaking to one another about it.  God took account of it and it was pleasing to Him, so this book of remembrance was written, as though what they had been saying was something for Him to reflect upon – I say that reverently – something so pleasurable to Him that He wrote it down in a book of remembrance.  That should encourage each one of us, that what is for God is to be maintained.  We might see a brother failing, a sister struggling.  The exercise should be to lift up and to encourage, not merely in meeting the need, but to help persons to walk according to the mind and heart of God, to lay hold of the enjoyment of divine things and what is for God’s heart.  I trust that we have experienced it.  Unity of heart comes with seeing what is for God’s pleasure and collectively working it out, so that there is an increase for Him from our hearts and our souls.  

The Lord says to Philadelphia, “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  That is available to everyone here.  You have the opportunity to keep the Lord’s word and not deny His name, to be for Christ.  That is your privilege, dear young believer, it is your opportunity.  How I wish I had committed myself earlier.  Do not delay in committing yourselves to what is for the pleasure of God and what is for Christ.  I can assure you that you will never regret committing yourself to Christ.  This is available to each one: “Thou … hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  There is what goes through in faithfulness, and that is what God is looking for.  It may be that we become discouraged by the breakdown and ruin that has come in.  The testimony in man’s hands has failed, and now it is a day of small things.  Malachi’s time was a very difficult time, but there were those who thought often upon God’s name, and they were often together even during that difficult time.  When we get over to God’s side and see things the way He sees them according to His purpose, we will not be discouraged.  There will be a spiritual vitality within us that enables us to go on for God, because we see that what He has purposed and what He desires has not changed at all.  We can see things as God does; His thoughts remain the same and it is for us to enter into them, by remaining faithful.  You might ask yourself, What is God looking for in a day of confusion and disunity?  He is looking for persons who remain faithful to the light that they have.

You may say to yourself, ‘I do not have a great amount of light.  I have not laid hold of things to the extent that I could’.  That is not the point.  The point is, are we each faithful to the light that we have been given?  God is asking you to walk in faithfulness to the light that you have.  The Lord Jesus took account of that in Philadelphia.  The conditions there were so pleasing to Him and He took account of their faithfulness.  He said, “I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  That opened door was accessible to the saints in Philadelphia because of their faithfulness.  If you are faithful to the light that you have, then God will give you greater light.  If you are walking in faithfulness in the light that you may have, then more will be opened up to you.  I love the thought of this opened door.  It speaks of all that is available for you to come into if you are faithful to the light.  Ephesian truth would be included in what is available through this opened door, and that is what God desires for us.  He makes it available to us to lay hold of and to enter into and to walk in.

That leads me to the panoply of God.  We have the highest level of truth presented to us in Ephesians – how we have been chosen in Christ before the world’s foundation, marked out for sonship, brought into favour in the Beloved, blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus (Eph.1:3-6).  There is no higher level of truth than what is presented to us in this epistle, and it is available for each one to lay hold of.  But then the reason that the panoply of God is mentioned here is because there is still the need to overcome, to stand for that truth.  This conflict is not in the wilderness; this is the spiritual side of things, just like in the Old Testament when the land was in view.  The wilderness had been used to prove the people of Israel, but the land was what they were to enter into, speaking in type of a spiritual realm.  So they crossed the Jordan.  For us it means not the death of Christ for us, but our death with Him; we have died with Him and we have been raised with Him (Col.2:12).  That is where there is enjoyment.  Having died with Him, self is set aside.  There is nothing to hinder, nothing to mar; we can be at perfect liberty in the presence of God and with Christ.  We have been raised with Him, placed on new ground in a spiritual area in which we can fully enjoy everything that is according to God’s heart and respond to Him.

When we come into this spiritual side of the truth, we find that there is spiritual warfare.  The enemy is dead set against the enjoyment by believers of divine things in a spiritual sense, and so there will be conflict.  This can be very subtle; it refers to the artifices of the enemy in this scripture.  It may be something that you do not see right away, but the enemy is a very crafty adversary.  He would try to bring in things that would shake us, or cause disunity, to distract us from the heavenly side of the truth, to take away from the spiritual experience and enjoyment which God desires us to enter into.  So we need the armour, and how wonderful it is that it has been provided. 

The first thing Paul says is “be strong in the Lord”.  That is an important principle.  Do we truly believe that all of our strength is found in another Man.  There is nothing in nature that enables me to enter into these spiritual things; it is all on the basis of the strength and power that is found in another Man, the Man who is perfect, who has completely fulfilled everything that was in the mind and heart of God.  Christ has secured everything that is for God according to His purpose, and He desires that we would be with Him in that.  How wonderful it is to be found in that place as in Christ, in association with that blessed One.  I trust that the reality of it may lay hold of each one of us.  Paul said that he would boast in his weaknesses, that the power of Christ might be known by him (2 Cor.12:9).  Another example is Gideon; he felt his insignificance, his weakness, but he knew that everything was possible with God.  The greatness of all that is to be entered into by us is assured in God, One who can never fail, and Christ is the One who brings it to light and makes it available to us.

Then Paul says, “Stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth”.  That is first part of the armour.  We will be able to stand only as having our loins girt about with truth.  Think of the importance of the truth.  I am not only talking about doctrine, but also about the practical application of truth, the actual entering in and enjoyment in reality of what has been revealed in Christ.  How much the mind and heart of God, and His will, have been made known to us in a blessed Man who said, “I am the way, and the truth …”, John14:6.  Grace and truth subsists in Him; it is available.  Think of the grace of God in the way that He has moved to secure persons for Himself.  God moves in grace not only to meet need, but to secure what is to be for Himself in His creature.  The truth has been made available to enter into, not just as doctrine, important as that is, but in its practical application, helping us to walk according to what Christ has revealed of God and what is for His heart.  It is not just knowing the attributes of God – how wonderful they are – and not just knowing the way that He has moved – how precious that is – but knowing the heart of God.  That is to lead us into an understanding of what is in His heart, and what He desires us to enter into.  That is the result of the truth applied; our walk would correspond with it as our loins are girt about with truth.  

Then Paul goes on, “having put on the breastplate of righteousness”.  This breastplate is so important; it is to be put on.  Have you put it on?  Are you using what God has made available to you, to enable you to stand?  It is available to you – put it on!  That would be God’s word to you.  Put it all on, for we need each and every piece of this armour.  We may prefer the sword, or the helmet of salvation, but God is bringing before us the importance of putting on every piece, because if you do not do that, you will be vulnerable.  There will be points of attack available to the enemy, where he will get in to shake our faith, or cause disruption amongst the saints.  He would bring in disunity and what is disruptive, what is opposed to God. and he might try to use any one of us.  It is so important that we put on the whole armour of God, so that we might be preserved and kept, so that we might be able to stand and be secure, and maintain what is for God in a spiritual sense.  

The breastplate of righteousness is not just doing what is right, but it is being in the reality of what is right.  It is not going on in a legal way, but it is the reality of God’s righteousness being worked out in my own soul and coming out in the saints.  It also brings before us the need to maintain a pure conscience.  This particular piece of armour would help us to ensure that our consciences are pure.  When my conscience is not clear, the enemy can use that to bring in disruption.  It might not be that I have done something wrong, although that could be part of it, and if it is not judged there will be a guilty conscience, there will not be the enjoyment of divine things, there will not be liberty.  We will be distracted, we become occupied with self.  But we are to have a pure conscience not only on the basis of our walk, but also on the basis of what we hold in our hearts.  It may be that we are doing all the right things outwardly and saying all the right things, we may be doing what is expected, but the reality is not there.  We want the reality of it, and I believe the breastplate of righteousness helps there, so that what we profess is livingly in our hearts and seen in our walk, true and genuine and real. 

Paul goes on to say, “shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace”.  We are to be found walking in the spirit of peace; it is really the spirit of Jesus.  It was what was seen in the way that He walked and moved.  He was not a contentious Man; in everything that He took up, He brought in peace.  Even when faced with conflict, He was characterised by peace.  He could say not only that He left peace but “I give my peace to you”, John 14:27.  That came out in the spirit in which He moved, the way that He faced conflict, the way that He faced the enemy – it was in the spirit of peace.  I love that portion in Ephesians where Paul writes about the “uniting bond of peace”, Eph.4:3..  That should be found amongst us; despite the enemy’s efforts, he cannot prevail against those who are found united in the bond of peace.  May we be encouraged to take things up in that spirit.  The enemy would stir up contention and strife among us, and we can become distracted from the holy things of God rather than being occupied with the pleasure of God.  We are to be marked by the spirit of peace.  In the spirit in which matters are taken up, it is essential to maintain what is ultimately for God.  If there is confusion, our desire would be to clear things up in the spirit of the glad tidings of peace, which brings us back to the importance of what is ultimately for the heart of God.  If we keep that before us, there will be unity of exercise in our hearts and the enemy will not be successful in bringing in strife and contention.  May we be encouraged in the glad tidings of peace.

Then, “besides all these, having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one”.  This brings before us the greatness of God, that One who is unfailing.  All that He has said will come to pass; there is no doubt about it, and we can move on that line as having the shield of faith.  It is to be carried; do not set it down, keep it in your hand at all times.  It enables us to withstand any attack of the enemy from any direction, above or below.  It is ready to be used when needed, that wonderful shield of faith, knowing that God is for us.  I think that is the primary aspect of the shield of faith, that God is for us.  If God is for us, who can be against us (Rom.8:31)?  That is a verse which I desire truly to lay hold of, as having the shield of faith to withstand every attempt of the enemy to attack and to disrupt what is for God.

Paul goes on to speak of the “helmet of salvation”.  It is so much needed in the spiritual warfare that is taking place.  There should never be any doubts in relation to salvation and what God has in mind for us as being saved.  Scripture takes up salvation on the basis not only of what we have been saved from but what we have been saved for; the helmet of salvation would help with that.  As we go through spiritual conflict, there would always be that assuredness in our hearts as to the greatness of what Christ has done and what He has secured for God, and my standing before God.  That will never change; my standing before God is in Christ.  And not only do I understand my standing before God, but I also understand that He has provided everything I need so that my state might be in correspondence with my standing before Him in the enjoyment of everything that He has for us to take up livingly.  The helmet of salvation would give us a wonderful assurance about what God has secured for Himself and the unfailing way in which He has brought us into it.  

Lastly, “the sword of the Spirit” is mentioned.  This is not exactly armour.  Everything else in the panoply is defensive, but then we have the sword of the Spirit that is to be taken up while wearing the armour.  The sword of the Spirit is the word of God, which would be used to fend off the attacks of the enemy, and it involves the power of the Spirit.  It is easy to quote from Scripture, but is it being used in the power of the Spirit?  Is the word of God, dearly beloved, not only what we find in Scripture, but what we experience as His word for the time we are in.  That expression “a word in season” (Isa.50:4 KJV) is important.  It is God speaking, the Spirit of God bringing out God’s word in relation to what is needed for the time according to the state of His people.  May we be exercised to take Scripture up in that way as the sword of the Spirit, God’s word in the power of the Spirit.

Finally, Paul refers to praying.  There is nothing more important than prayer, because it is communion with divine Persons.  We can pray in relation to our day to day needs, and in relation to the saints, with all liberty, knowing that God hears and cares and understands.  The enemy operates to bring in disunity and confusion.  May it be that we have the saints continuously on our hearts and in our prayers, not just praying about our day to day needs, but praying in relation to what is for God’s heart in the saints.  I need to be more engaged with what God is doing in His saints, and being available in whatever way that I can to support that.  The power of prayer is available to all, prayer in genuine exercise and reality of heart and soul, in love for God and for the saints.  There is great power in prayer.

May we be encouraged in these things for His name’s sake.

Calgary
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Scripture references

Revelation 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Revelation 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Ephesians 6:10-18 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength. [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies. [13] For this reason take [to you] the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand. [14] Stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, [15] and shod your feet with [the] preparation of the glad tidings of peace: [16] besides all [these], having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one. [17] Have also the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word; [18] praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in [the] Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;

Malachi 3:16 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.
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