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THE FOUNDATION, THE CORNER-STONE 
AND THE HEAD-STONE  
A. McBride  
1 Corinthians 3: 10–15; Ephesians 2: 18–22; Zechariah 4: 1–
10  
I want to say a word, beloved brethren, about the foundation, 
which is very much related to the corner-stone, and also about 
the head-stone. It says here in Zechariah, “He shall bring forth 
the head-stone with shoutings”. We are in a great time, the 
time of the head-stone being brought forth. That is, we are 
almost at the close of the dispensation, reaching the crown of 
the Spirit’s ministry, the blessed One here on behalf of the 
Godhead, forming the assembly, furthering the work of God 
and bringing things to completion.  
It would be important to begin with the idea of the foundation. 
Corinthians, of course, is the local foundation; there are other 
foundations, the personal foundation, for instance, and I trust 
every one here has some foundation in that way, a personal 
foundation, something solid in your soul as to Christ, some 
experience with that blessed Man. I think you reach this 
foundation through Romans. You get a touch from the Lord, 
something in your heart in affection for Christ when you give 
your heart to Jesus. How precious that is! Sometimes it is after 
a preaching. A young person gives his or her heart to Jesus. 
Beautiful! It is a beginning, then as you go on you grow, and 
learn, and through experience reach some kind of foundation.  
I think Romans is the book of the personal foundation. In those 
great chapters of instruction we learn what we are, learn what 
the world is, learn too the righteousness and power of God in 
chapters


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (JND) [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ. [12] Now if any one build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, [13] the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is. [14] If the work of any one which he has built upon [the foundation] shall abide, he shall receive a reward. [15] If the work of any one shall be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but *he* shall be saved, but so as through [the] fire.

Ephesians 2:18-22 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Zechariah 4:1 (JND) [1] And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.
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3 and 4, learn the penalty of death that lies upon mankind. 
Chapter 5 helps us about the new Head, and sets us free from 
the penalty of death. We learn what sin is, sin in the world, and 
sin in, our members. Chapter 6 helps us in that; no longer 
should sin reign in our members, but they should be yielded in 
righteousness to God. We learn what the flesh is; that is 
chapter 7 of Romans. We learn what the flesh is in ourselves, 
the awfulness of it; a very necessary and practical experience. 
Mr.J. Taylor said that he would like every young believer to 
take up Romans 7. Sometimes we are, well into it before we 
realize what it is, but he suggested that we take it up definitely 
as an exercise and prove its value (Vol. 36, p.90). You will find 
that there is nothing in you that will please God other than the 
work of God. The flesh has no affinity with the work of God. 
You find the awfulness of that, and the solemnity of it. Then 
there is that cry, “Who shall deliver me …? I thank God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord”. We reach a personal 
foundation when we get to that in a sense of deliverance with 
that Man before us, Jesus Christ our Lord. How important 
these exercises are! And the Spirit links on with them. He 
helps us into deliverance, helps us to walk in righteousness, to 
walk according to God. Paul tells us about that; it is part of 
Paul’s ministry. He helps us as to our personal foundation.  
Then he helps us too as to our testimonial foundation. That is 
Timothy. He had a right foundation in the testimony. “The firm 
foundation of God stands”, Paul says in 2 Timothy 2.  
That is, it cannot be overthrown. You may wonder about that in 
the time of confusion and breakdown in which we are, to which 
we have all contributed, at least, those of us of responsible 
years. You carry that sorrow with you. Some things go with 
you and you  
carry them in your spirit. But you come back to this, that “the 
firm foundation of God stands”, and, “The Lord knows those 
that are his”. Is not that reassuring? There is great comfort in 
that, for it is the testimonial foundation. You stand on that, and


Scripture references

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …
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therefore have power as standing on that foundation. You 
separate from iniquity, and are found here as a vessel to 
honour. These are great foundations to have.  
I wanted to speak about the foundation in Corinthians, the 
local foundation. Paul says here that the foundation has been 
laid. Jesus Christ. Beloved brethren, the assembly belongs to 
Christ. Our local gatherings belong to Him. The foundation of 
every local gathering is Jesus Christ. And Paul laid that 
foundation. The ordering of the local assembly is according to 
that which was laid. It is laid here in Newport, and in other 
places too. We build upon that. He says, ‘Let each see how he 
builds’. We need to be in keeping with the foundation, in 
keeping with Jesus Christ. It speaks earlier in the chapter of 
some who were not in keeping with the foundation, who said, 
“I am of Paul, and another, I of Apollos”. A desire for 
prominence will lead the saints astray, for there is no affinity in 
that with the foundation. The foundation is Jesus Christ. Go on 
in humility, building on the foundation in your local gathering, 
building what relates to Christ, the gold, the silver, and the 
precious stones. These are valuable things, you get them out 
of the earth, they are out of the depths. They have to do with 
our links with the Holy Spirit in relation to our local gatherings.  
We are to be building in what is coming from the Spirit, who 
“searches even the depths of God”. Build up your local 
assembly in that way. There are other things, there is wood, 
straw, and so on. We have known about that. We suffer loss  
because of that. How profitable it is then to bring into our local 
gatherings what speaks of Christ. This priceless gold speaks 
about this blessed Man in all His glory, His divine 
righteousness. Bring that into the meeting. Bring impressions 
of Christ into the meeting.  
Bring in an appreciation of the silver—the love of Christ, and 
the sacrifice of Christ, the glory of redemption. Come into the 
meeting with some sense of that, some sense of being a
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vessel of mercy. Then the precious stones, their shining, .their 
beauty, every one of them different, every one of them rich, 
having a shining and lustre of their own. It is wonderful to look 
at the saints in that way. The precious stones have to do with 
what is priestly among us. The stones on the breastplate are 
beautiful. They have to do with how the saints are held in 
priestly feeling.  
All this has to do with the wonder of the local assembly. It 
makes the local assembly a very stable and ornamented 
place. You look at the saints, your local brethren, and you love 
them.  
It is a fine experience, and a wonderful privilege, to be able to 
move about in any way to see the brethren, but there is 
something very precious about coming back to your local 
meeting.  
We need to take care how we build in our localities. Let all 
things be in relation to Christ, Jesus Christ, this order of Man, 
this kind of an that God has promoted; not the proud man, not 
the ambitious man, but Jesus Christ, the perfect, blessed, holy 
One, in whom is displayed manhood according to God. That is 
the order of man that is to be in our local gatherings. We need 
help, skill, wisdom, and care, as to how we do that. Paul goes 
on to speak of the temple of God. He opens up this whole idea 
of the temple; that the holiness of God is there; it is the place 
where there is understanding. From this chapter he develops 
the features of the local  
assembly.  
In Ephesians we come to an additional thought, the family. 
That too belongs to our gatherings. Paul says, “Through him 
we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. That 
involves the liberty of family affections, family feelings, the 
liberty of sonship. Beloved brethren, think of it, that “through 
him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. How
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glorious! We thus have access to His very presence. Then it 
says, “ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are 
fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”. 
How encouraging these things are! They belong to us. Let us 
realize that Paul is writing to us. We should always read the 
Scriptures as if they were directly addressed to you or me. 
There is great benefit in that. You read this verse and you say, 
‘I am no longer a stranger, but I do not deserve to be brought 
into this. Look at my history. Look at my failings. Look at all the 
things that are against me. How can this be?’ Yet Paul says, 
“Ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-
citizens of the saints”—Oh, what a beautiful expression that is!  
“And of the household of God”, brought into the liberty of the 
divine family.  
How precious these things are! They all relate to the wonder of 
what Christ has done to bring us into this, to stabilize us, and 
strengthen us, and build us up. Paul adds, “being built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Jesus Christ”—
Oh, that name again!—“Jesus Christ himself being the corner-
stone”. I think “the foundation of the apostles and prophets”  
would allude to what our brother mentioned earlier as to 
quality. It brings out the kind of foundation it is, and the 
preciousness of the work of God shining in persons. What He 
did in those men! And that  
is the foundation here, “Jesus Christ himself being the corner-
stone in whom all the building fitted together increases ...”. 
How precious! Not ‘by whom’, not ‘through whom’, but “in 
whom”. We are in wonderful nearness to the Lord Jesus; it 
involves the power and influence of Christ to hold us together, 
to give the whole building cohesion and character. That is the 
idea, I think, of the corner-stone. According to Isaiah 28: 16 it 
is related to the foundation, and it is precious, and it is tried. It 
is Christ in the great binding power and influence of His love. It 
binds us, not only with the brethren locally, but with the saints


Scripture references

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.
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universally, because this goes on to the whole universal idea. 
Think of the glory of this building!  
It is growing. We are in something that is not going to peter 
out. It is growing, increasing, “to a holy temple in the Lord”. It is 
growing all the time, right through this dispensation, and goes 
into the next one. The “holy temple in the Lord” has a certain 
millennial setting.  
Everything then will be clear and understandable. I think that is 
the idea of the temple, that you understand things in the 
temple. And the assembly will be that. She will be a great 
vessel in the world to come. Every answer for men will be in 
the assembly, in the heavenly city.  
Then it says, “in whom ye also are built together for a 
habitation of God in the Spirit”. It is a wonderful thing that God 
can take delight in His own work, that is, in the saints being 
built together. What a privilege, beloved brethren, we have as 
related to Christ, related to the foundation, and to Christ as the 
corner-stone, having part in this universal vessel in which God 
can dwell in the Spirit.  
Then we come to Zechariah which brings out the greatness of 
unlimited divine resource.  
Zechariah  
was a young man. You may think of prophets as being old 
men with long beards, but Zechariah was not old. He was a 
young man who was interested in divine things. So much so 
that there was a divine message sent on his behalf, “Run, 
speak to this young man”  
(Zechariah 2: 4). You think of that! Think of being interesting to 
heaven, because of your interest in divine things. A message 
was sent. Think of heaven looking on, seeing this young man 
Zechariah who was concerned about Jerusalem. He lived in a


Scripture references

Zechariah 2:4 (JND) [4] and said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein;
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day like ours, a day of recovery. The book of Zechariah is 
written against the background of Jerusalem being rebuilt, and 
we also are in a time of recovery. If I could just get something 
over to you young men today about the glory of Jerusalem, 
what the assembly is, the vast resources that are available in 
the assembly, and the glory of this time. “Run, speak to this 
young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns 
without walls”. How great that is! So this man is wakened up 
out of his sleep. That is another Ephesian touch, “Wake up, 
thou that sleepest”. We need to wake up. Not just the young 
people; all of us. We need to wake up to the glory of the 
present time, this time of unlimited heavenly resource.  
Look at this vessel, this lamp-stand, all of gold, and a bowl on 
top of it, this great vessel suggesting the assembly. How great 
it is!—full of divine resource. It is divine workmanship, all that 
gold, and all that oil, all pouring out through these pipes to the 
lamps. It all speaks of the multiplicity of the resources of the 
Spirit, able to bring in the great power of recovery.  
This young man saw it all. He saw it in the finishing days. Is 
that not wonderful? We are seeing that, beloved brethren, 
seeing the glory of the Spirit in these finishing days. He is 
bringing the assembly right through in all its preciousness and 
all its glory. Zechariah says,  
“What are these, my lord?”—  
‘Tell me; I do not know’. How interesting that is. I recall a 
discovery I made one day when reading, I think it was Daniel. I 
did not understand it, I went to my father’s bookshelves and 
pulled out Mr. Darby’s ‘Synopsis’, and there was the answer. 
You do not know? Find out from books. Daniel did that (Daniel 
9: 2). He found out from books. Make use of these books, dear 
younger brethren, and older brethren too, to find out what 
these things mean.  
Thus you become of interest to heaven.
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The angel’s word was, “Knowest thou not what these are?” 
“No, my lord”. He was honest;  
‘No, I do not know’, But he wanted to know. “Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts”. That is 
fine! Read the books, but relate everything to the Spirit. Do not 
just keep it all in your head or you will soon lose it. Oh, the 
wonder of what the Spirit is doing in our day! We are coming to 
the head-stone, we are coming to the glory of the finishing 
time, the glory of what the assembly is for Christ, the truth of 
sonship; these are finishing things. Would that our hearts 
might become full of them.  
And here is Zerubbabel, the great ruler. Typically, that is 
Christ. “Who art thou, O great mountain? ... before Zerubbabel 
thou dost become a plain”. It speaks of the greatness of the 
power of Christ. And yet that blessed One, so great, is going 
on with the day of small things.  
“Who hath despised the day of small things?” I will tell you 
something; the Lord does not despise the day of small things. 
Let us not be discouraged, dear brethren. He has not lost His 
power. He is still the Ruler. He is still the One who laid the 
foundation, and He who laid it is going to finish it. “The hands 
of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his 
hands shall  
finish it”. Wonderful! But as finishing it He is going on with the 
day of small things, and He is finishing it in the day of small 
things. That is a wonderful thing, that the day of the very 
smallest things is not hindering the Lord in what He is doing. 
What He is doing is in quality and in wondrous power and 
glory and majesty.  
Paul says in Ephesians 3, “that he (the Father) may give you 
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
power by his Spirit in the inner man”. That is the resource of 
this chapter in Zechariah. “That the Christ may dwell, through


Scripture references

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …
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faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order 
that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints  
…”. These wonderful verses run on to glory to God in the 
assembly. How glorious is the head-stone! Let us make sure, 
beloved brethren, that we have in view the whole thing, the 
vastness, the universality; of what the assembly is, the glory of 
it. Let it not be broken in our view. Let us think of the assembly 
in a universal aspect, think of what it is for Christ, what it is for 
God, a habitation of God in the Spirit. “He shall bring forth the 
head-stone with shoutings—Grace, grace unto it!” How 
wonderful to be in this finishing time of grace, beloved 
brethren, making much of Christ, and of the assembly. May we 
be alert and energetic in helping it forward, for His name’s 
sake.  
Address at Newport 
8 October 1988
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HOW CITIES ARE DELIVERED  
J. A. Petersen  
Ecclesiastes 9: 14–18; Hebrews 13: 10–14; 1 Corinthians 1: 
21–24  
I was thinking of the thought of the city and desire particularly 
to make much of wisdom in the city. What is in mind is the 
local assembly. I would say that we are facing matters in New 
York and other places as to the continuance of the collective 
testimony. The Spirit of God has anticipated the time when a 
city may get into great straits and difficulties, such as the book 
of Ecclesiastes contemplates, “a little city, and few men within 
it”. When Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes Jerusalem was a great 
city filled with persons and you wonder how he in writing this 
book could envisage the distress that would come upon a 
certain city—and distress has come upon some cities and on 
this place too. There are few men in it; that is what the Spirit of 
God anticipated. We had Matthew 18 this afternoon, and I 
remember Mr. J. Taylor saying more than once that the Lord 
anticipated the day of small things in that scripture, but none 
the less the character of the assembly is to be maintained 
although numbers be few. And the principal matter to turn to in 
these times of difficulty is wisdom. In the last scripture read, 1  
Corinthians 1. Paul commends wisdom to the Corinthian 
brethren, it being the subject of the latter part of chapter 1.  
Wisdom is the principal thing needed to bring about salvation. 
There was one man in this city that the Spirit of God speaks of 
as a poor man, no doubt a reference to the Lord Jesus as the 
One who has taken on the burden of the cities in which we  
live and who has defeated the foe in His death. It says about 
this city that there were “few men within it; and there came a 
great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great 
bulwarks against it”. That is to say, the powers that are


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 9:14-18 (JND) [14] There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Hebrews 13:10-14 (JND) [10] We have an altar of which they have no right to eat who serve the tabernacle; [11] for of those beasts whose blood is carried [as sacrifices for sin] into the [holy of] holies by the high priest, of these the bodies are burned outside the camp. [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …
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arrayed against the assembly are very great. The great king 
that is referred to here may be the one who has the might of 
death, that is, the devil. And he comes in with his power, if 
possible to destroy the enjoyment of eternal life amongst the 
saints. The subject matter in the four gospels, beloved 
brethren, is to keep our minds on the ‘poor wise Man’ that was 
here, and Paul tells us to keep our minds on that same Man 
now in heaven. These are the great matters which are to be 
known currently in the assembly—the Lord Jesus as He was 
when here, and now at the right hand of God—the Same. The 
two men said to the disciples in Acts 1 that “this Jesus” whom 
they had seen going up into heaven would come again. It is 
“this Jesus”, this Person who was once here and of whom the 
four gospels speak, the ‘poor wise Man’ who met the matters 
that would soon roll in on the assembly. He met them when He 
was here. He met the matter of your sins and mine.  
I believe one leading point at the present time in the salvation 
of our cities is the gospel. That is what I see in Scripture; the 
means of salvation is the gospel; it is the grace of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. We are looking for His appearing, and 
the Lord’s supper has that bearing, that “as often as ye shall 
eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the 
Lord, until he come”. That is the great precious matter that is 
held in the local assembly, that He is coming again. If you are 
not remembering the Lord Jesus in His death why are you not 
remembering Him? He has asked those who love Him and 
who know what it is to have their sins forgiven, who have the 
Spirit,  
to remember Him in His death and to maintain that until He 
comes. There are some who may be careless through will, or 
may be ignorant or erring, staying away from the Supper. How 
serious that is! At the Supper we are showing forth His death 
until He come. I cannot do that alone; I have to assemble with 
my brethren and be with them in righteousness and bear a 
testimony publicly to Christ. Thus the position is preserved 
locally in the maintenance of the Lord’s supper and the gospel.


Scripture references

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …
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The ‘poor wise Man’ is the subject of the preaching and 
Solomon was considering this Man.  
Solomon was perhaps the wealthiest man who ever lived, and 
yet in the secret of his soul he was not carried away by 
affluence and was able to write this book and tell us to 
consider this  
‘poor wise Man’. The testimony will be preserved as we take 
the ground of not having anything here and that all belongs to 
Christ. The scripture says, “for your sakes he, being rich, 
became poor”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. He became that! Can you 
and I become that? There is teaching in the gospel to preserve 
our cities and I think we need a revival in the public preaching 
because it is the means of salvation and the means for 
recovery. We have been recovered, not only initially from our 
sins but also in assembly matters, and to the principles held in 
the assembly, through the teaching of the glad tidings. It is a 
question of the gospel at the present time and of how the 
gospel goes out not only to the unconverted but to saints who 
are astray, in which we have all at one time or another had our 
part.  
And so, beloved, I would like you to consider with me the 
preciousness of the glad tidings and the preciousness of what 
was done by Jesus to save the city. The teaching in Hebrews 
is that the Lord Jesus suffered without the gate of the city.  
We never can take responsibility as to the city, the assembly 
position in the locality, unless we know what it is to be outside 
morally of these wicked cities; it is our salvation The Lord 
Jesus was crucified outside the city of Jerusalem and the 
teaching in Hebrews is that we go forth to Him outside the 
camp to identify ourselves with Him where He died. The city 
was unworthy of His sacrifice; they put Him outside to crucify 
Him. In Stephen’s martyrdom you will see that he too was 
stoned outside the city. And the apostle Paul was converted 
outside the city. That is where we have to come to know the


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.
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Lord Jesus; that is where we have to learn Him. We have to 
come to a judgment of these wicked cities that have cast out 
Christ.  
There is a very powerful element in New York among men 
who will not have Christ, and they will do all that they can to 
stop the gospel. We thank God for every element in the city 
which recognizes God and which recognizes Jesus as the Son 
of God, and recognizes the gift of the Spirit. But there is a 
powerful unbelieving element in this city that will not have 
Christ and that has said, as in the past, We will not have this 
Man to reign over us! Therefore our attention is drawn to this 
wonderful Person who is called the “poor wise man”. Solomon 
paused to consider the means of salvation for this city, and I 
believe he gave a prophetic word that the time would come 
when Jerusalem would come into captivity. And how was it to 
be delivered? God’s way are not our ways. It was delivered by 
four men in Babylon; that is how it was delivered. Daniel and 
his companions were not in Jerusalem physically but they 
were holding to the light of Jerusalem in that dark day. And 
that is what we are called upon to do, to hold to the light of the 
assembly, but as morally outside of these cities in which we 
live.  
We have a judgment of them.  
Think of what came upon Jerusalem because of the rejection 
of the Lord Jesus. He said to the women, when He was 
carrying His cross, “Weep over yourselves”, Luke 23: 28. Why 
did He say that? Because He foresaw the destruction of 
Jerusalem. And it was not long after the Lord Jesus died that 
Jerusalem was utterly destroyed, not a stone left upon a stone. 
What a sorrowful time! Publicly, there was no deliverer, but 
there was deliverance for the Christians because they had 
another city. They were looking for another city, as it says in 
Hebrews, a heavenly city. Paul had that city, and Peter had 
that city, and James had that city, an abiding city. And now, 
beloved, let us see the way of wisdom in our localities that we


Scripture references

Luke 23:28 (JND) [28] And Jesus turning round to them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep over me, but weep over yourselves and over your children;
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may turn again to this great matter of the glad tidings. The 
father said to the elder son, “It was right to make merry”; that is 
the central thought in the Father’s heart that there may be 
recovery to His house. That is the central thought at the 
present time as to how we may get recoveries in our localities, 
and it is through the glad tidings we will get them, that is to 
say, through the ‘poor wise Man’ and the way He went to 
secure the salvation of the city. We are not told all that He did, 
but the four gospels tell us in principle how the Lord Jesus 
secured salvation for the assemblies in our various localities.  
The apostle said to the Corinthian brethren that the Lord Jesus 
has been made wisdom to us (1 Corinthians 1: 30). It is the 
means of salvation for our localities. It was in the wisdom of 
God that the Lord Jesus was crucified outside the city. That is 
your salvation and mine; we have to go forth to Him where He 
is and take on His reproach and carry it and prove that we 
have His company in such a position. Then God can trust us 
with the cities in which we live.  
The Lord Jesus resolved the sin question outside the city. He 
was between heaven and earth and He resolved the  
matter for the glory of God and for the blessing of men. The 
apostle Paul got help in the way (Acts 9), and then he was told 
to go into the city where there was a man who could be 
trusted, Ananias, one who was morally right and walking in 
separation from evil. Yet God had to tell Ananias that there 
was a matter of recovery on foot, that Paul was being secured. 
Thus we need our brethren to serve us and to help us about 
the sin question. Ananias helped the apostle at a critical time 
into better things and the apostle came to receive the Holy 
Spirit through his contact with Ananias. It is a wonderful thing 
to come to these meetings today; you are in the realm of the 
Holy Spirit. Yesterday we were in our business and in our 
other areas of life, but today we are among the brethren and 
are helped by the Holy Spirit to be enlarged spiritually. When 
Paul met Ananias the whole matter of what was spiritual was
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1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …
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enlarged and Ananias called him “Brother”, the relationship 
now being through the Holy Spirit.  
Typically, Solomon was considering largely what is proceeding 
in our local companies where there are few men, “and there 
came a great king against it”. Solomon found the ‘poor wise 
Man’. Have you found Him? The Lord Jesus who saved us 
from our sins is the means of present salvation even now, and 
He is the means of the local assembly’s salvation. All that He 
did on the cross is available to us that we might know what it is 
to be delivered from the power of this great king, he who has, 
the might of death, that is, the devil (Hebrews 2: 14).  
The Lord Jesus met him—alone in the hour of His death when 
He went into the grave. What a time it was for Jesus! He said, 
“I became dead”, Revelation 1: 18. Then not only was His 
blood shed after He died, beloved brethren, but it was poured 
out; He did that! These are wonderful things to think of. What a 
Man He was! What He did for God; what He has done for you 
and me! And there  
it stands; He went into death. He broke the power of this great 
king, and broke down the bulwarks of death. Many of us are 
getting older, and are facing death. How are we going to do 
against these bulwarks, when the waters of the Jordan 
overflow their banks? How powerful it is!—and yet the Lord 
Jesus has made a way through death, and He has made a 
way for the whole city.  
Is that not a wonderful thing that He came back and said to His 
disciples, You go back to Jerusalem? They could be trusted to 
go back because they were in fellowship with His death 
outside that city. That is where the priest took the ashes, as 
we read in the type. They offered the offerings, but the ashes 
were taken outside the camp, speaking of the awfulness of 
what the Lord Jesus endured in abandonment when He 
suffered all the penalty at the hand of God.
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Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.
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He bore it all and every moral issue was solved. Whether old 
or young we are going to need, beloved, the help of the Lord 
Jesus in solving moral difficulties. It goes on constantly. I do 
not mean as to our place eternally with Christ; that is settled; 
but the working out of good and evil here, that it may enter into 
the fibre of the assembly.  
The assembly is a great vessel that is trustworthy as to good 
and evil. It says of the woman of worth, “She doeth him good 
… all the days of her life”, Proverbs 31: 12. She knows what 
good is and what evil is. You get another kind of woman early 
in Proverbs who could not be trusted, but in chapter 31 you 
have a trustworthy woman. The assembly is what the Lord 
Jesus can confide in. So our salvation is to hold fast to the 
glad tidings at the present time, and that involves exercise and 
preaching. Paul was telling the Hebrew Christians, who were 
already saved—‘Your salvation is to go outside the camp and 
to bear His  
reproach’. We cannot go on with education, sports, business, 
and all these things (I am speaking of it now in the sense of 
living in them and finding satisfaction in them), but we go 
outside the camp bearing His reproach. We accept what He 
did, like that wonderful man who was selected to carry the 
cross of Jesus. May we be helped in it to be in fellowship with 
His sufferings!  
This leads to what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1. The 
Corinthians were very much affected by the city in which they 
lived, and we may be affected by the cities in which we live 
more than we realize. That is why the apostle said, “I did not 
judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified”. He is saying to them, ‘You have to go 
outside of Corinth and have to do with God about issues, then 
you can be trusted with the city’. That is God’s way, beloved; 
we want to be trusted with the things of God at the present 
time and to learn, not as we might be taught in our cities by 
men in the colleges, learning things that might damage us, but


Scripture references

Proverbs 31:12 (JND) [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …
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rather learning in the school of God what the wisdom of God 
is. Christ Jesus “has been made to us wisdom from God”. He 
is the means of salvation for every local assembly.  
Paul was trusted to go into Damascus as converted. He had 
come to slay the brethren, but now he is trustworthy; he comes 
into the city and he respects the brethren there. And then Paul 
had to respect this lowly man, Ananias, and Ananias had to 
respect Paul and the work of God in him. I have heard many 
things, he says to the Lord, concerning this man, and no doubt 
many of them were true, but it is a great thing to be up-to-date, 
and to realize that God is doing things through the gospel, and 
that He is able to make us serviceable in our cities.  
Ananias was made serviceable in the city, and Paul was 
seeking to make the  
Corinthian brethren serviceable in Corinth, and so he reminds 
them of “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”; crucified outside the 
city. Paul was saying to the Corinthians, You are not going to 
get your bearings inside Corinth, with all that fine architecture 
and all that immorality; you have got to go to the place where 
Jesus was crucified, and that is outside the city. You come to a 
judgment of yourself and of the world and then the Lord sends 
you back into the city.  
Jesus did that with the man in Mark 5. He wanted to follow 
Jesus but the Lord said, No, you go back to your own house 
and relate how great things the Lord has done for you. That is 
what that man did and he was greatly helped. He went back to 
Decapolis—ten cities— 
showing that we are not only to preach in our own cities but in 
other cities too, so it is a good thing that localities interchange 
preachers; it is a neighbourly matter.  
One thing more, dear brethren; the gospel teaches patience, 
and grace too. These things do not come to us easily. Paul
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Mark 5 (JND) [1] And they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. [2] And immediately on his going out of the ship there met him out of the tombs a man possessed by an unclean spirit, [3] who had his dwelling in the tombs; and no one was able to bind him, not even with chains; …
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quotes in 1 Corinthians 1: 19, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and set aside the understanding of the understanding 
ones. Where is the wise?” Where is he? Solomon was a wise 
man. What did he do? He pondered and he learned and he 
came to the understanding of the poor wise man, and so 
Solomon learned to be patient. He was very patient with a very 
naughty man in his kingdom—Shimei, and he said. You stay in 
your house, and stay in your city. He was patient with the man. 
What happened? The man broke out and went outside the 
bounds of what Solomon had told him. He showed what he 
was, he refused to obey Solomon, and Solomon had him put 
to death (1 Kings 2: 36–46). It comes out in due time where 
and what every one of us is. Solomon was patient and fair, 
and very discerning; and he pondered things. Some of the 
things we have had  
today will have, to be pondered. “Where is the wise? where 
scribe? where disputer of this world? has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?” Where does the wisdom of 
this world lead? It led to the crucifixion of Jesus. And where 
was the place that Jesus died? It was Golgotha, the place of a 
skull—the emptiness of the world’s wisdom.  
So we have to learn these things and ponder over them and to 
see how the ‘poor wise Man’  
took a way that was unworldly, if I may use that expression, 
the opposite of all that is natural.  
He went down to the grave, and then He arose and went up to 
the right hand of God. These are wonderful matters to lay hold 
of, beloved, as we come up on the Lord’s day. We have to do 
with a risen Christ. And will you now accept the reproach of 
the Christ outside the city, beloved, and then be trusted to take 
on God’s matters in the local assembly? Paul says, “Since 
Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; but we 
preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations
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1 Corinthians 1:19 (JND) [19] For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and set aside the understanding of the understanding ones.

1 Kings 2:36-46 (JND) [36] And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, Build thee a house in Jerusalem, and abide there, and go not forth thence anywhere. [37] And it shall be that on the day thou goest forth, and passest over the torrent of Kidron, know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head. [38] And Shimei said to the king, The saying is good: as my lord the king has said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. [39] And it came to pass at the end of three years, that two servants of Shimei's ran away to Achish son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei saying, Behold, thy servants are in Gath. [40] Then Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath, to Achish, to seek his servants; and Shimei went, and brought his servants from Gath. [41] And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and had come again. [42] And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, Did I not make thee swear by Jehovah, and protest to thee, saying, Know for certain, that on the day thou goest forth, and walkest abroad anywhere, thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst to me, The word that I have heard is good. [43] Why then hast thou not kept the oath of Jehovah, and the commandment that I charged thee with? [44] And the king said to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness of which thy heart is conscious, which thou didst to David my father; and Jehovah returns thy wickedness upon thine own head; [45] and king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before Jehovah for ever. [46] And the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; who went out and fell upon him, and he died. And the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.



20

20 
foolishness; but to those that are called, both Jews and 
Greeks.  
Christ God’s power and God’s wisdom”. This is said to an 
assembly; this is the means of our salvation, beloved, locally 
here in New York, and in Plainfield. It is a question of the 
gospel really, “Christ God’s power and God’s wisdom”, that we 
may prove it at the present time and, like Solomon, ponder 
how the cities in which we live may be delivered and continue, 
that we may prove salvation.  
Address in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
2 September 1988
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ENOCH  
Contributed by A. J. Gaskin  
Genesis 5: 21–24; Hebrews 11: 5, 6; Jude 14, 15  
God delights in letting us know the things that are for His 
pleasure and He also gives us practical examples of how 
these are secured in men like ourselves, and this for our 
encouragement. Enoch, whose name means ‘disciplined’, is a 
wonderful exemplification of this and one from whom we can 
learn. In the scripture in Genesis we are given his place in 
history. While there seem to have been sizeable families in 
those early days, there is a direct line of descent running 
through, into which Enoch comes, and this shows that, in spite 
of men’s downfall, God will yet secure in man what is to be for 
His pleasure. In 1 Chronicles 1  
Enoch comes into the generation of David, a man after God’s 
heart and who, in both his life and his writings, exhibited in a 
wonderful way the spirit of Christ. In Luke’s gospel Enoch 
comes into the generation of the Lord Jesus Himself, the Man 
in whom God’s pleasure has been eternally secured.  
Now in Genesis we have a brief resume of Enoch’s life, and it 
is refreshing to find, in .a line of men of whom it is said, “and 
he died”, one who in contrast “was not, for God took him”.  
There would seem to have been a period of soul formation 
with Enoch during the first sixty-five years of his life, after 
which it appears that he married and Methushelah was born, 
who lived the longest life that man has had on the earth, for he 
did not die until the year of the flood. But then the scripture 
says that Enoch walked with God after he had begotten 
Methushelah three hundred years. What those years must 
have been for the heart of
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Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Hebrews 11:5-6 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God. [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Jude 1:14-15 (JND) [14] And Enoch, [the] seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Behold, [the] Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, [15] to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard [things] which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

1 Chronicles 1 (JND) [1] Adam, Seth, Enosh, [2] Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, [3] Enoch, Methushelah, Lemech, …
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God, for the word “walk” is said to mean ‘to go on habitually’, 
in Genesis 3 Jehovah Elohim was walking in the garden in the, 
cool of the day and called to man and said to him, “Where art 
thou?”, an evident expression of the divine longing for 
companionship and communion with the man He had created. 
But that man had been rendered unfit for His presence through 
the coming in of sin.  
Yet here is a man like ourselves, living a normal family life, but 
fit—no doubt in anticipation of the work of Christ (Romans 3: 
23)—to walk with God. For three hundred years day after day 
this man was constantly and consciously in the presence of 
God, enjoying His companionship and thus kept from the evil 
all around. That remarkable prophecy preserved by the Spirit 
of God for some 3500 years and revealed to Jude, shows how 
Enoch was in the secret of God’s feelings as to the awful 
degradation into which men had fallen, not only through their 
ungodly works, but also the hard things they had dared to 
speak against Him.  
Enoch was only the seventh from Adam, the world was but 
young and sparsely populated, but men’s hearts were already 
turned against their Creator. Yet in spite of the dark 
background, here is a man who could ‘look beyond the long 
dark night’ and see the appearing of the glory of Christ. Only a 
handful of men on earth, and they sunk in sin, but he is 
occupied with the holy myriads and how God must righteously 
clear the scene in judgment so as to bring in what is to be for 
His pleasure.  
It is not by chance that the Spirit led the translators of the 
Septuagint to render the words “walked with” by “pleased” 
God, so that the writer of Hebrews comments that before his 
translation Enoch pleased God (Hebrews 11: 5). He is, as we 
know, the earliest proof of God’s power to translate what 
pleased him. Shortly, and how soon it may be, that power is to 
be put forth again as the saints are caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air (1
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Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.
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Thessalonians 4: 17). The Thessalonian saints had this same 
testimony that they were walking and pleasing God (1 
Thessalonians 4: l), and this no doubt encouraged the apostle 
to reveal to them the blessedness of the truth of the rapture. It 
says of Enoch, “God took him”.  
Such a man was so precious to God’s affections that He must 
take him to be with Himself. In this way he is a type of the 
blessed Man of whom it is said, “Whom heaven indeed must 
receive”, Acts 3: 21. In Hebrews 11 the apostle gives us the 
reason that underlies Enoch’s translation; “By faith”, he says, 
“Enoch was translated”, and “without faith it is impossible to 
please him. For he that draws near to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them who seek him out”. 
What an attractive matter it is! God is looking for us to draw 
near in full assurance of faith, apart from the evil around, 
looking for the appearing in glory of our great God and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and in the meantime concerned to 
secure God’s pleasure by walking in happy communion, with 
Himself, for before his translation Enoch had this testimony 
that he had pleased God.  
Aberdeen.
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Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …



24

24 
OUR DEFENDER 
“If God be for us, who against us?”, Romans 8: 31  
G. H. Brown  
Though our faith be sorely tried,  
Though the tempest rages,  
Still our peaceful hearts confide  
In the Rock of ages.  
He who dwells in light alone,  
‘Throned in holy splendour,  
Yet in Jesus now made known—  
God—is our Defender!  
What though heavy be our load,  
He our burden lightens;  
Every step along the road  
His compassion brightens.  
Never let us faint nor fail,  
Falter nor surrender;  
Strong in faith we must prevail—  
God is our Defender!  
Though the skies be overcast,  
Though the shadows lengthen,  
Earth’s dark night will soon be past,  
God our hearts shall strengthen.  
Still through all we trust in Him,  
Prove His mercies tender;  
Though our path be drear and dim,  
God is our Defender!  
Thus in God alone we boast,  
Nought from Him shall sever—  
Father, Son and Holy Ghost—
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Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?
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Theme of praise for ever!  
So to Him we lift our voice  
And our worship render—  
Well may we His saints rejoice—  
God is our Defender!  
Melbourne  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 
High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661
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