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“BLACK, BUT COMELY”  
A. C. Craig  
Song of Songs 1: 5; Luke 7: 39, 40 (to “thee”), 44–50; Ruth 3: 
11  
The thought at the beginning of this week for some of us was 
Moses taking the Ethiopian as wife; he took the Cushite as 
wife (Numbers 12: 1). She was not given to him, he took her. It 
shows Moses’ choice. He did not take Zipporah, she was 
given to him; he was not given the Cushite, he took her; that 
caused the whole family upset. Aaron and Miriam were very 
much against him taking her; their prestige, pride and 
prejudice all came out into expression because he had taken 
this Cushite. It brings out how God in the death of Christ was 
taking up the nations. Stephen looks up to heaven and sees 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God that is what he saw, 
“the glory of God, and Jesus”. What he said was different from 
what he saw.  
He said, “Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing at the right hand of God”, Acts 7: 56. Stephen is 
the only one, apart from the Lord Himself, who refers to Jesus 
as the Son of man. Once you get the Son of man introduced 
you cannot confine that to the Jew, in spite of Jewish 
prejudice, pride, and national claims. Once you get the Son of 
man introduced He is over all. He has universal dominion; He 
has claim to everything.  
You get the Ethiopian being taken up in Acts 8; that is how it 
begins. God takes up the Ethiopian eunuch, the Cushite. This 
brings out the whole animosity and prejudice of Aaron and 
Miriam, so to speak, as found in Jerusalem. What trouble that 
caused! You get it all coming out. The Ethiopian is taken up in 
chapter 8, in chapter 9 you get the animosity and pride of Saul 
of Tarsus. The taking up of the nations was bringing all that 
into the open. Then you also get the pride and the prejudice in


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 1:5 (JND) [5] I am black, but comely, daughters of Jerusalem, As the tents of Kedar, As the curtains of Solomon.

Luke 7:39-40 (JND) [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it].

Ruth 3 (JND) [1] And Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? [2] And now, is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he is winnowing barley in the threshing-floor to-night. [3] Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thyself, and put thy raiment upon thee, and go down to the floor; make not thyself known to the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. …

Numbers 12:1 (JND) [1] And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife.

Acts 7:56 (JND) [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …
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chapter 10. The animosity in chapter 9 seen in Saul of Tarsus 
is reflected in Peter in chapter 10, He would not eat of what 
was coming down from heaven. And yet, in spite of that, the 
grace of Christ has come down, that is the idea. It was His 
choice. He said to the disciples, and they were Jews, “Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you”, John 15: 16. That 
could be equally said about ourselves, about the nations; He 
has chosen us. The Cushite was black, but she said, I am 
comely. We want to bring that out, how the comeliness is 
reached from the side of history. It is a very important truth, 
how comeliness is arrived at, admitting history—not the history 
being left, but taken up and settled.  
And so, as I said, this upset Aaron and Miriam to such an 
extent that God comes down. He talks to them, and the 
outcome is that Miriam is leprous, and they did not journey for 
seven days; as long as she was leprous the camp did not 
move. That is the present national position of the Jew; he is 
leprous, and the camp is not moving; they are without king, 
without prince, without sacrifice, and no teaching priest (Hosea 
3: 4). They are leprous at the moment, and during the time this 
is taking place Jehovah is bringing out the superiority of the 
man Moses.  
Now “the man Moses was very meek, above all men”, not 
‘among all men’, it is “above all men”. During this long period 
when the camp is stationary; so to speak, God is bringing out 
the perfection of Christ. Before the Jews are taken up again, 
before the camp moves, God is bringing out the greatness of 
Christ. “Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my 
servant, against Moses?”, Numbers 12: 8. He says, I will come 
and speak to him like a friend, face to face, “and the form of 
Jehovah doth he behold”.  
Oh, how great Christ is! God regarded Moses as a friend, and 
the form of Jehovah did he behold. All that remains, while the 
glory departs, from Israel and their state is leprous. But I want 
to bring out as regards ourselves, dear brethren, the side of


Scripture references

John 15:16 (JND) [16] Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and [that] ye should bear fruit, and [that] your fruit should abide, that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name he may give you.

Numbers 12:8 (JND) [8] Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?
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history, all our histories. We said in the reading that it is 
inclined to get you down. Whatever your history might have 
been, the Lord has entered into that, taken it up and 
accomplished redemption. We do not talk enough about 
redemption, among ourselves or in the preaching. That 
meeting should be full of the thought of redemption, what 
Christ has accomplished in relation to the whole question of 
history, our own histories. Our histories tend to discourage us, 
but there is a way out of it, a glorious way, and thus there can 
be comeliness; that is to be the result.  
Now she says, “I am black, but comely”. Comeliness is not a 
colour; black is a colour, but comeliness is a way of life, it is 
characteristic; she is characterized by certain features. It is 
how we go; it brings up the whole question of suitability and 
order in your walk—“black, but comely”, it is a wonderful thing, 
dear brethren, admitting the history, to get to this side of 
things—where there is this comeliness, this suitability that is 
according to God, according to Christ—“black, but comely”. It 
is beautiful to think of it. It is very encouraging for us sinners, 
people with a history; you can view this divine work, what the 
Spirit of God is bringing about, for He is the great Former. He 
is bringing about something in our souls that corresponds to 
Christ—comeliness, suitability. This is all proceeding from the 
side of history.  
That is why I read this well-known scripture in Luke 7. What 
comeliness marked the woman! On the side of history both 
these scriptures are the same, the beautiful features that were 
found in both of them proceeding on this line, as I said. I think 
it is wonderful, dear brethren, that there can be peace of mind 
and restfulness with us. That can be our portion as we are 
conscious that the past has been met and is blotted out in 
redemption. By the death of Christ all that is met; that side is 
closed and there is this side going on, producing the 
comeliness of which the Spirit of God is the Artificer. The 
assembly is the fruit of His work, the great Artificer; not only


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …



5

5 
the initial or foundational work but what is beautiful and 
comely. Every feature corresponds to Christ.  
There is this woman; she is a woman of the city and she is a 
sinner. The Pharisee said, “She is a sinner”. He said to 
himself, “This person if he were a prophet, would have known 
who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a 
sinner”—“who and what”. He is referring to her history; he is 
referring to what she is— black, but he does not see any 
comeliness. Now “who” is personality; “what” is substantiality, 
and the Lord proceeds in this matter to bring out what was 
there in that woman who, according—to Simon, was a sinner. I 
think Simon corresponds with what Boaz spoke to Ruth about. 
I did not read the whole of the section, but he said to her, “all 
the gate of my people knows that thou art a woman of worth”. 
In Boaz’  
estimation she was comely. After saying, “for all the gate of my 
people knows that thou art a woman of worth”, he says, Yes, I 
could redeem you, but there is one, who has the right of 
redemption closer than I. I think Simon represents that, that is, 
the one who had the first right.  
The man in Ruth was willing until Ruth became involved. 
Simon represents that side. So when the matter comes up he 
says, No, I cannot touch it. Like  
Simon, he would not touch the woman; he is standing apart 
from her. When the question comes up he is prepared to take 
on the inheritance but not Ruth. She was the liability, she was 
the encumbrance, she was the hindrance; he would take the 
thing on, the inheritance, but not her.  
But here, the Lord Jesus, in spite of her history, is prepared to 
take her on. Whatever we were in our history He is prepared to 
take us on and bring about something by the Spirit which is 
entirely corresponding to Himself. I think these two women 
bring that out. But it comes to the point where, the history
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being met, they are entirely suitable to be taken on in union 
with Himself; that is what the Lord brings out. He brings out, 
according to Luke 7, the personality that was there. He says to 
Simon, “Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee”. Then He 
brings out the parable of the two debtors and the creditor. “And 
turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this 
woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on 
my feet, but she ...”. Notice the emphatic “she”—that is 
personality. She is standing out really; she is standing out in 
these most unsuitable, uncongenial and difficult 
circumstances, where she is criticised, where she is maligned, 
but there she is, and in the estimation of Christ she is comely. 
That is the idea; a difficult history; Simon could only bring that 
out; that is all he can see; but in the estimation of Christ, in the 
estimation of Boaz and others, “thou art a woman of worth”.  
Beloved brethren, let us be encouraged that in the face of 
history, and the breakdown, and the extension of the 
breakdown in our personal history and our assembly history, 
whatever it might have been, the fact is that the Lord is able 
for it. Nobody else could take it on; nobody else could  
take on the woman here; but the Lord is taking her on, and in 
His estimation she is everything—“she”, He says, “she” has 
done it all—“she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with her hair. Thou gavest me not a kiss, but she from 
the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. My head 
with oil thou didst not anoint, but she has anointed my feet with 
myrrh”. That is the “who”, beloved brethren, that is personality. 
Now think of the fine work that is there in this woman, and 
personality comes from new birth, and goes through, for this 
“she” is not the side of history. I suggest to you she is 
corresponding with the woman of Genesis 2, where it is not 
the side of history.  
So what is the Lord Jesus going to bring about, dear brethren, 
in the assembly? He will bring about in the assembly absolute 
correspondence with divine purpose, what the assembly was


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …
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in the divine mind. And, from the side of history admitted, He 
will bring about complete correspondence to Himself. That is 
what He is at in Ephesians 5. Ephesians 1 brings out the great 
divine scheme, the divine mind regarding the church. 
Ephesians 5 is the death of Christ, the sacrifice of Christ, 
delivering Himself up for the assembly, “purifying it by the 
washing of water by the word”; all having in view that there 
might be a complete answer in correspondence with the side 
of divine purpose. And He will do it; that is a great fact. So this  
“she” is like ‘this shall be called Woman, because this was 
taken out of a man’ (Genesis 2: 23). From the side of history 
and redemption accomplished she corresponds to what the 
assembly is in the divine mind. This is my point; I want to 
emphasize that, that we might be encouraged that, whatever 
we have been, the Lord is working to bring about this 
comeliness,  
“black, but comely”. It will not be black in heaven; however 
black we have been down here, there will be no such people in 
heaven, none of that at all; everybody will be  
comely, all incongruities down here will have gone, and it will 
be the comeliness, the suitability, that answers to the divine 
purpose. So much then, beloved brethren, for the personality. 
What persons we ought to be, as Peter says, “what ought ye 
to be?”, 2 Peter 3: 11.  
Then alongside of the personality of this woman there is the 
side of substantiality. She spoke to no one. She came there 
into Simon’s house and she got down at the Lord’s feet behind 
Him. She was substantial in her ministry, washing His feet, her 
tears, her hair—how comely!  
That is the side of substantiality. Oh how comely that was! 
There she was, shining, so to speak, in the glory of Christ, but 
arrived at from the side of history. It is a wonderful thing, 
beloved brethren, that our histories are dealt with by the Lord;


Scripture references

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

2 Peter 3:11 (JND) [11] All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness,
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they do not divert Him. That is a beautiful point about Ruth, as 
I said, that when the first man turned away and said, ‘No, I 
cannot take her on; I cannot mar mine own inheritance’. Boaz 
steps forward and says, ‘I will take it on’. It is the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; that is the Corinthians—“For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes”—not ‘our 
sakes’. Paul does not include himself in that statement to the 
Corinthians—“for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in 
order that ye by his poverty might be enriched” (2 Corinthians 
8: 9), that is—be comely.  
It is a wonderful happening as to Ruth. It is typical. She and 
the woman in Luke 7 are like one another and the same thing 
happens to them; they come into line, so to speak, with Christ. 
I mean to say the “she” of Luke 7, the substantiality, is entirely 
suitable to be allied with Christ, to be in union with Christ; 
there is not anything hindering; that is the idea. It is not a 
technical thing, the bond between Christ and the church, it is 
not that  
at all, there is the suitability and comeliness that is necessary 
on the part of the assembly to be united with Christ. That is the 
great point of Genesis 24. I did not mean to speak about this, 
but when the servant left Abraham’s house Abraham insisted 
that the wife of Isaac was to be of Isaac’s own lineage. He 
insisted on that; he did not make any other stipulation or 
condition than that. But when the servant came down there by 
the well he did not bring that forward in his prayer; what he 
prayed for was a young woman who would answer to Isaac 
characteristically. That is what he says to her when she comes 
forward, “Give me, I pray thee, a little water out of thy pitcher 
to drink” (Genesis 24: 43). That is all he says, but he fully 
expects her to say, “Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
also”. He did not mention the camels, but expected her to say, 
‘I will draw for your camels also’. He waits to see what would 
happen. The servant makes a point that she must be 
characteristically like Isaac, constitutionally and 
characteristically like Isaac. Then, when he is putting the ring


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:43 (JND) [43] behold, I stand by the well of water, and let it come to pass that the damsel who cometh forth to draw [water], and to whom I shall say, Give me, I pray thee, a little water out of thy pitcher to drink,
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on her hand, he raises the question, “Whose daughter art 
thou?” But she first of all had demonstrated that she was 
suitable for Isaac.  
That is a great point that the Spirit of God is bringing about. He 
is bringing about the comeliness that is suited to Christ, and 
then, dear brethren, there can be little question about the 
genealogy. And that is our day, it is no good putting a label on 
your breast saying what you are. That will not do nowadays; 
that will not do. In Luke 7 her tears, her hair, and the myrrh 
bring out the side of substantiality. She borrowed nothing from 
Simon. She came into that man’s house; she carried the 
water, she carried the towel, she carried the myrrh; it was all in 
herself. She carried it all with her; every item that she used 
was herself; that is the idea; the water, her tears; the towel 
was her hair,  
and she had the myrrh. What a woman she is! What about 
saying now that she is black? Is she not comely? Oh, what a 
product! But that is going on, beloved brethren, and let us be 
encouraged by that, that there is this going on day by day, the 
formation of the comeliness that is suitable to be linked with 
Christ’. As I said, in Genesis 24 that is the great thing typically 
in the Spirit’s mind, that there might be what is in every way in 
keeping with Isaac.  
The servant knew what Isaac was; he was there when Isaac 
was born. The Spirit of God had to do with the birth of Jesus, a 
very wonderful truth. He was fully cognizant of the mount, of 
the altar; that servant was fully cognizant of all that went on 
between Abraham and Isaac for those years, and he says, ‘I 
must get some response to that’, and that is what is seen in 
this matter of comeliness; it is a beautiful word— comely. It is 
what is suitable, what is like Christ Himself.  
So are we answering to Himself? That raises the question. Are 
we suitable to be linked with Christ? “This shall be called 
Woman, because this was taken out of a man”. There is no


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …
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difference; complete correspondence. The woman of Luke 7 
and Ruth give you how it is arrived at from the side of history. 
We never lose our identity; in the assembly, in this great entity, 
you never lose your identity, for sonship underlies everything. 
You are always a person. You are part of the “it” in Ephesians 
5: 26. So from the side of our history, beloved brethren, there 
is a change through the service of Christ and the service of the 
Spirit that in every way answers to the Father’s thought in 
Genesis—“I am black, but comely”. Well, may we be 
encouraged today by this fact that the work is going on, and 
the time is drawing near when there will be .the presentation of 
the assembly to Himself without spot, or wrinkle, or any of 
such things, in a perfect divine comeliness. May He bless the 
word.  
Address at Los Angeles 
14 February 1987


Scripture references

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …
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ENCOURAGEMENT IN ADVERSITY  
A word to those in small gatherings  
F. S. Marsh  
Many of the Lord’s people are found in places where the 
brethren who assemble are few.  
These conditions are testing, and may become exceedingly 
so, but the Lord would encourage the thought that there are 
great possibilities for God from such companies. The 
instances recorded in the Scriptures where even three persons 
were found together, with great spiritual results, are worthy of 
earnest attention, and give assurance that divine resources 
are available in such conditions.  
In the days of the prophet Samuel, the state of the people was 
very distressing. There had been a serious departure from 
God, and the people were seeking a king. In the tenth chapter 
of the first book of Samuel, the Spirit of God draws aside the 
curtain and discloses that in such dark days there were three 
men “going up to God” (1 Samuel 10: 3) with Bethel, the house 
of God, as their objective. There were found, in such a day, 
those on the upward path—worshippers, who had God’s glory, 
His interests, and service at heart.  
Saul, whom we may regard as representing a young believer 
needing stimulation and encouragement, was directed by 
Samuel to them.  
How many believers have been spiritually developed as the 
result of being put into touch with those who are “going up to 
God”—even if there are only three of them; such a gathering of 
“true worshippers”, though small, has a great spiritual 
influence. It is excellent soil in which the tender plants of the 
Father’s planting may grow!


Scripture references

1 Samuel 10:3 (JND) [3] And thou shalt go on forward from thence, and shalt come to the oak of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going up to God, to Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three cakes of bread, and another carrying a flask of wine.
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Let us not regard this “day of small things” as though it must 
necessarily be a day of weak things, for this is not so. If God 
has ordered our path in a place where there are but a few of 
His people available, let us not be discouraged, for He will use 
this experience to develop His work in our souls, and if He has 
put us in touch with even three worshippers, great wealth can 
be acquired thereby.  
Each one of the three was carrying something—there were 
varying measures and diversity in that which was carried. Not 
one was a mere onlooker—each was a contributor to the 
service of God. So many Christians are content to be 
ministered to, but the divine thought is that God’s service is 
supported by contributors; none appearing before God empty. 
One of these was carrying three kids. He had somewhat to 
offer! He was mindful that in drawing near to God a sacrifice 
was necessary; for it is only in the spirit of sacrifice that we can 
approach Him rightly. What a valuable lesson this is, that each 
one should carry an appreciation of the sacrificial worth of 
Christ, and thus draw near to worship.  
The second was carrying three loaves of bread. He represents 
one who is concerned about feeding the people of God, and is 
therefore a contributor to the abundance of God’s house.  
Samuel said to Saul, “they will salute thee, and give thee two 
loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive of their hands”. The 
need of food was recognised and the supply was there, even 
in that small gathering.  
The third man was carrying a bottle of wine, which typifies 
spiritual joy. What an asset such a one is to any gathering! 
How poor is any company that is devoid of joy! In this world of 
burdens and tears, the children of God are to be the 
possessors and dispensers of deep, true joy.  
Persons who are possessors of such joy are contributors to 
the spiritual happiness of the company. Then Samuel added,
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“thou shalt come to the hill of God”. What a favour to be one of 
a company, even three in number, who find their place in 
God’s holy hill—spiritual elevation, where God is worshipped 
“in spirit and in truth”.  
The three mighty men who broke through the host of the 
Philistines (1 Chronicles 11: 18), also depict a little gathering. 
They were devoted warriors, prepared to jeopardize their lives 
to gratify the desire of their leader. They were true lovers of 
David, as those who compose many a small company today 
are lovers of Christ. It is this spirit of devotedness which 
accounts for the continuance in so many places of that which 
is so gratifying to the Lord—triumphing over all the efforts of 
the enemies to prevent His having His heart’s desire. This is 
‘not loving in word’, but “in deed and in truth”. This well-known 
scripture appeals to every true heart, and raises the challenge. 
Have I overcome, that I may contribute joy to the heart of our 
Lord Jesus? It might involve putting our life in jeopardy, but 
nothing is to be allowed to hinder this earnest purpose to 
furnish the Lord with that which His heart values so much. 
They “broke through”! What encouraging words, indicating that 
there is no enemy powerful enough to hinder love from fulfilling 
its object!  
It denotes too, that there is a region which the enemy cannot 
invade. There is at this moment no town or village in this land 
which cannot be invaded, but there is a place of secret 
communion which is invulnerable; no foe can intrude into that 
region. The brethren may be hindered and harassed, but no 
enemy can interrupt the communications which are 
established between the Lord Jesus and the hearts of those 
who love Him.  
It was a small gathering, but large enough to gratify David’s 
heart. Not that we would be content with three—we would ever 
desire increase—but it is comforting that the Lord Jesus said, 
‘where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them’.


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 11:18 (JND) [18] And the three broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; David however would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah.
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The three Hebrew children of Daniel 3 who had to face the 
great wave of idolatry may also be regarded as representative 
of a small gathering of faithful sufferers, who were prepared to 
accept death rather than bow to the golden image. They had 
been “subject unto ... the powers that be”; they had bowed 
under the discipline of God in their circumstances, but now 
that Nebuchadnezzar had usurped the supreme place to which 
God alone has the right, they were justified in saying, “we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image”.  
Great as this test was, each one was comforted that he had 
not to stand alone, for he had two brethren supporting him, 
and he would greatly value their fellowship. While supporting 
one another, their God mightily supported them. He did not 
avert the persecution; He did not make the fire less fierce—
indeed, it was intensified seven times—but He gave them His 
presence, and the victory! They came through in triumph, and 
became a world-wide testimony. Such faithful saints, yielding 
their bodies for the glory of God, become an encouragement 
to thousands of their brethren.  
Another circle of three whom Jesus loved is mentioned in John 
11. It was a household, but beautiful features of a local 
gathering were present, for it was composed of friends of 
Jesus, and He was given the supreme place in their affections.  
Then came the day of bereavement, when the only  
brother was taken. Would the Lord allow that circle to be 
broken up? Would He not come to them? They could not 
understand how it was that, after He knew of the death of 
Lazarus, “he abode two days still in the same place where he 
was”. Yet it was all “for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby”.  
In this day of apparent calamity, we would be assured that the 
sorrow and waiting time is to yield glory to God, and that the 
experience of the love and power of the Son of God will result


Scripture references

Daniel 3 (JND) [1] Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits, [and] its breadth six cubits; he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. [2] And Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the justices, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. [3] Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the justices, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. …
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in an outpouring of affection and worshipping adoration such 
as Mary bestowed upon Jesus in John 12. That lovely scene 
was the outcome of the experiences of chapter 11. Had they 
not learned the sympathetic love of Jesus in their day of 
sorrow, there would not have been the responsive love 
expressed in the “pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly”. 
May each small gathering of saints evidence “the odour of the 
ointment”—a deep appreciation of the glory of the Person of 
the Son of God, and reciprocation of His personal love!  
Yet another distinguished three call for attention. In 2 
Corinthians 1: 19. Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus are united 
in heart and testimony, as they preach the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ.  
They are His witnesses in the happy fellowship of service. 
However small the gathering, a living testimony is to be borne 
to Himself in the gospel. This is not limited to attendance at a 
weekly preaching, but by each one, being a living contributor 
to the preaching of the Son of God.  
If all cannot preach publicly, each one can be an individual 
witness to the glory of Christ. It is still true that God is pleased 
“by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”, 
and there are many open doors for personal testimony in 
these days of peril and uncertainty, when there is a longing in 
many hearts for the rest and comfort that Christ alone can 
give. Thus, of each small company of saints may it be said, 
“from you sounded out the word of the Lord; ... in every place 
your faith to Godward is spread abroad”.  
(Scripture quotations are from the A.V.)


Scripture references

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …
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WORDS OF COUNSEL  
This letter, written a good many years ago, is reproduced 
because of its current value.  
My dear Grandchildren, and Others,  
It was a joy to hear that you wanted to remember the Lord 
Jesus in His Supper because you love Him. You have now 
‘come into fellowship’, as we say, so that you are now not only 
my grandchildren, you are my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We are brethren. But as some of you are quite young brethren 
I have asked the Holy Spirit to help me to say something plain 
and simple to you about this wonderful new path.  
What you have come into is really a partnership. You know 
what partners are; they are people who do everything 
together. That is just what we do when we are in fellowship.  
Before you started to break bread you loved the Lord Jesus 
and you wanted to please Him, but it was just you yourself. 
And if you did something that did not please Him, it was just 
you yourself who had grieved Him and brought in a cloud.  
But things are different now. By coming into fellowship you 
have joined hands with the Lord’s  
people who are in fellowship all over the world. You are not 
one alone any longer. This is a most happy thing, but it is most 
serious too, because whatever one partner does, good or, 
bad, brings in all the other partners as well. Let us never forget 
that. A young sister slipped into the ‘movies’ once, but a 
brother saw her coming out, though she did not see him. The 
next day he said to her, ‘I did not want to go to the pictures 
yesterday’. She looked amazed and said, “Did you go, ‘Yes’, 
he said, ‘you took me’. She never forgot, I am sure, that lesson 
about partnership.


17

17 
But we are closer together than even being partners, for all 
those who are in the fellowship are bound together into one 
body. The Holy Spirit is dwelling in each one, and we are all 
baptized by one Spirit into one body (1 Corinthians 12: 13). 
How close this brings us to each other! We are all members 
one of another, just as your hands and eyes and feet are 
members of your body. You know that if you hurt your finger or 
your foot it makes your whole body hurt. It is the same in this 
wonderful spiritual body. If one member is sick or in sorrow we 
all feel the sadness; and if anyone is joyful it makes us all glad. 
One thing that the loaf at the Lord’s supper suggests is this 
one body. You have often come into the meeting and looked at 
the bread and the cup, and perhaps they did not mean much 
to you. But now they speak to you. The loaf speaks of the 
precious body of the Lord Jesus given for His own, and the 
cup speaks of His precious blood shed for them. That makes 
us love Him. That is why we break bread, to show our love for 
Him.  
But the loaf speaks of something else too, and that is the one 
body that is made up of every one of His own bound to Him by 
the Holy Spirit. “We,  
being many, are one loaf, one body”. Paul, tells us (1 
Corinthians 10: 17). So that when we eat the Lord’s supper we 
are not thinking just of the few in the meeting room, or even 
those in all the meeting rooms; we are thinking of all those all 
over the world who belong to Christ.  
Most of them do not know they are part of the one body; they 
have never heard of the assembly. That is why we are not all 
together.  
You have often heard these words, the assembly, but I wonder 
what they mean to you? What could you say about the 
assembly? You are part of it so you should be able to say 
something.


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12:13 (JND) [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit.
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Sometimes it is called the church. People in the world think of 
the church as a building made of stones and mortar, but that is 
not what God means by the church. His church—the 
assembly—is built of living stones. You are one of them and 
so is every believer who has the Holy Spirit. Indeed the Holy 
Spirit, who is God, lives in this wonderful building, the 
assembly. It is the house of God. I remember hearing of a dear 
old sister who was putting on her hat to go out one Lord’s day 
morning, and a neighbour said to her, ‘Are you going to 
church?’ ‘No’, she replied, ‘I am a bit of the church going to the 
meeting’. She was one of the living stones.  
So, dear children, we come together on the Lord’s day with 
others who belong to the assembly, to eat the Lord’s supper 
and to remember Him. As we do this we look for Him to come 
in Himself and be with us. We cannot see Him with our eyes 
as the disciples did, but He comes just as truly. How reverent 
and attentive we want to be so that we may be ready to 
welcome Him and to give Him our praises; He loves His 
assembly. He loves it so much that He gave Himself for it. He 
calls it His bride. In answer, we give Him our love as our 
glorious Bridegroom. Our praises go out too to  
the blessed Holy Spirit who is with us to help us in the service. 
He is God, and the Lord Jesus is God, we must never forget 
that. And yet, though the Lord Jesus is so great, He is not 
ashamed to call us His brethren. That is a great honour. He 
loves to take His brethren into the presence of His Father, and 
lead their praises to His Father and our Father, and to His God 
and our God. His brethren are all sons of God and God 
delights to hear His sons giving Him praise and worship.  
There is nothing more wonderful than this service to divine 
Persons on the Lord’s day. But Monday morning comes and 
we have to go back to school and work, with people who do 
not love our Lord. The brethren are not with us now, they 
cannot see what we do. But we are still in fellowship, we are 
still part of the body, and we must be true to the Lord in the
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place of testimony. That is a long word, but ‘testimony’ means 
what we are and what we show in the world outside. Here in 
this cold world we are to show that we belong to Christ. He 
was a Stranger here, and we cannot be friendly with a world 
that cast Him out. We need to ask the Holy Spirit for courage 
to be true to Him.  
I am sure you would like to hear what Mr. Taylor said a good 
many years ago to a boy of nine years old who asked to break 
bread. In those days the very young ones did not ask for 
fellowship as so many are doing today. Mr. Taylor said 
something like this—‘I hear, William, that you have asked to 
remember the Lord. I do not say that you should not ask, but I 
do say that if you break bread when you are nine you should 
behave like a boy of twelve, and when you are twelve you 
should act like a lad of sixteen, and when you are sixteen you 
should behave like a young man of twenty’. That boy took Mr. 
Taylor’s words to heart. He is grown up and married now and 
has children of his own, but the Lord has kept him true to the 
partnership all the way through, as I long that He may keep 
each one of you.  
It will not be easy. There will be reproach and you will be 
laughed at for being ‘different’; even some of the young people 
in the meeting who have not much love for Christ will laugh at 
you, and that will be hardest of all. When they want you to cut 
your hair shorter, or whisper in the meetings, it is harder to say 
‘No’, but the Lord will be with you. He suffered for you far, far 
more than you can ever suffer for Him, and He says that if you 
confess Him and are true to Him before men, He will confess 
you (think of the glory of it!) before the angels of God (Luke 12: 
9).  
One of my little grandchildren of seven years old said a very 
wise thing to me one day. She was finding it a little hard not to 
be doing the things that the children around were doing, but 
she said, ‘It will be all right to be worldly when we get to 
heaven, won’t it, because it will be our world!’ We want to learn


Scripture references

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …
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about ‘our world’ now. Do not think these things are too hard 
for you. If you are old enough to break bread, you are old 
enough to understand something about God’s great things. So 
read your Bible, read simple ministry, pray about everything, 
ask your parents many questions, especially about the 
assembly, and ask the Holy Spirit to help you to understand.  
Much love to you, my grandchildren, and many prayers that 
you may grow “by the true knowledge of God”, Colossians 1: 
10.  
Affectionately,  
Your grandmother  
(who is also your sister in Christ),  
Mrs C. A. Markham  
Westfield, N.J.


Scripture references

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …
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SALVATION IN JESUS  
D. J. Wright  
Matthew 14: 22–32  
I suppose there is a sense, beloved brethren, in this passage 
of Peter getting the salvation that our brother has been 
referring to, finding the Person in whom it is. Perhaps the 
passage has the aspect of, what might take place in our day-
to-day lives and the things that arise in them, and how the 
saving power of the Lord’s hand is necessary in them. There 
are circumstances here which the Lord brought about Himself. 
Peter did not find himself in these circumstances through self-
will or anything like that. Where we began to read it says, “And 
immediately he compelled the disciples to go on board ship”, 
so that there were circumstances brought about of His own 
making, and there is no question but that He had in view that 
the experience Peter had would be a vital part of his 
education. By extension, it is written for our education. He sent 
them off in this ship and then He went up into the mountain to 
pray. That is very much like the present dispensation. Here we 
are in contrary conditions where, at times we feel the rigours of 
the way, and the agitation that Satan contrives. But the Lord 
Jesus, the One in whom the salvation that our brother has 
referred to is found, on high, is above it all, but He is there as 
living to make intercession for us. A wonderful thing that! He is 
taking account of the whole situation. He being outside of it, 
but is ever mindful of what circumstances, what pressure, any 
one may be going through.  
Then there came the time when He went off to them on the 
sea; it says, “in the fourth watch of the night he went off to 
them, walking on the sea”. The Lord Jesus was superior to the 
conditions. While the boat was tossed by the waves the Lord 
Jesus walked on the sea. One who was able to control things, 
but who personally was above them. It is in these 
circumstances that He comes to them. “And the disciples,


Scripture references

Matthew 14:22-32 (JND) [22] And immediately he compelled the disciples to go on board ship, and to go on before him to the other side, until he should have dismissed the crowds. [23] And having dismissed the crowds, he went up into the mountain apart to pray. And when even was come, he was alone there, [24] but the ship was already in the middle of the sea tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. [25] But in the fourth watch of the night he went off to them, walking on the sea. [26] And the disciples, seeing him walking on the sea, were troubled, saying, It is an apparition. And they cried out through fear. [27] But Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying, Take courage; it is *I*: be not afraid. [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters. [29] And he said, Come. And Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt? [32] And when they had gone up into the ship, the wind fell.
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seeing him walking on the sea, were troubled, saying, It is an 
apparition. And they cried out through fear. But Jesus 
immediately spoke to them saying. Take courage; it is I—be 
not afraid”. I believe it would give us some impression of His 
tender love toward them, even while they were troubled.  
There is nothing, beloved brethren, more soothing than a word 
from the Lord Jesus. “Take courage; it is I—be not afraid”. I 
suppose for most of us it is a very slow process by which we 
find that every resource is in Him, and that He is available to 
us in every circumstance. There are circumstances in which 
we need salvation, and Peter was really brought to a point of 
extremity here. Now that is often the case in Scripture, that 
God in His ways allows us to be brought to a point of 
extremity, but it is to prove Him in it.  
Peter said, “Lord, if it be thou; command me to come to thee 
upon the waters”. There seemed to be doubt in Peter’s mind 
as to whether it really was the Lord. The Lord says to him,  
“Come”. On Peter’s part now there needed to be movement 
toward the Person of Christ. The Lord Jesus would be able to 
sustain him in that movement, but only He. What happens is 
that “seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to 
sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me”. “Seeing the wind” 
means that he took his eye off the Person, Christ, the One in 
whom salvation is, and started to be overcome by the pressure 
of the circumstances, by the contrary wind. I suppose this kind 
of thing is known by each one of us at times, for it is a sure 
thing that as soon as you set yourself to be here for the Lord in 
any way there is a force against you. Satan would not be too 
bothered if we were not seeking to be here for the Lord, but as 
you set your face that way you find there is a power against 
you. And I think the Lord intends us to prove in such 
circumstances that, all power is with Him; He is able, and 
every resource is in Him.
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So there are just three words uttered by Peter, “Lord, save 
me”. There is an acute condition, an urgent situation, in which 
Peter needs salvation. This scripture does not speak about our 
eternal salvation, our initial dealings with the Lord, but it does 
relate to our day-to-day life, and the things that may arise in it. 
Sometimes situations arise and we find ourselves in certain 
circumstances, not through our own wills, but the Lord allows 
them that we might prove Him, that we might prove the 
strength of His saving arm. Certain ones amongst us locally, 
beloved brethren, are under much pressure, but the same One 
is near to turn to in that pressure. He is never far away, He 
always answers the cry, “Lord, save me”. It says, “And 
immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of 
.him”.  
It brings in a certain impression, I believe, of the nearness of 
Jesus at all times and His availability to pluck us from 
conditions in which we need salvation. It may not be that we 
are taken out of the circumstances. What happened here was 
that they went up into the ship and all things became calm. 
That is, the Lord was now there with them in that situation, and 
what really matters is the fact that you have a sense of the 
Lord’s nearness. That is what sustains you at all times. He 
allows circumstances of pressure that we might not miss this 
vital part of our education, proving that He is able, and that He 
is the One who has  
every resource in times such as many are passing through. 
The result is, I believe, that we acquire a greater experience of 
the strength of the saving power of such a One, and thus He 
has a greater place in our affections. May it be so, beloved 
brethren, for His name’s sake.  
Word in Meeting for Ministry, Redbridge 
30 August 1988
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EXTRACT  
God has a people who serve Him all the time … We are apt to 
forget that and think that the meetings are the only time of 
service. But the thought is that we must all come as 
worshippers, we must come in that spirit … It is put very 
strikingly here (Hebrews 13: 15),  
“the fruit of the lips confessing his name”; that is not public 
confession to man, it is purely to God. Do we habituate 
ourselves to confessing to the blessed God how we know Him 
and appreciate the way He has made Himself known to us? ... 
That is to go on continually, not at stated times, but you are 
always in tune for this blessed service. You put into the hands 
of Christ an offering that is suitable for Him to present. If a 
company of persons were on this line from Monday morning to 
Saturday night, what sort of meetings would there be when 
they came together?  
C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Hebrews’, p.150)  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 
High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:15 (JND) [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.
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