
Notes of Ministry - 328 - March 2000

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






FULFILLED RESPONSIBILITY

W. Lamont 

1 Timothy 1: 18–20; Ezekiel 44: 1–3, 15–18, 23, 24 

We have been speaking, beloved brethren, about the great privilege of being the subjects of God’s sovereign activities. We are here today on that account, because God has acted in His sovereignty. I suppose even the youngest would know what sovereignty means. When we speak about God’s sovereignty we mean that God acts as He pleases; not as you or I would exert our will, but God acts from His own side for His own pleasure. That ought to be firmly established. What God has ultimately in mind is what is for His own heart. Involved in that, of course, is His sovereign action in bringing you and me into blessing. It is a wonderful thing to have part in it. I am not too sure that one appreciates it enough. But what I want to speak about now is not exactly God’s sovereignty but our responsibility. I have been thinking, contemplating and reading about it again recently, the great matter of fulfilled responsibility. Some might not fully understand what it was all about. It is there to be read about, and there was conflict about it. One prominent man said, ‘It was only the Lord who could fulfil responsibility’. That is not true. He, of course, did fulfil responsibility, and fulfilled it perfectly. He said in John 4, “My food is that 1 should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work” (John 4: 34); then in chapter 17 as speaking to the Father He could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, (John 17: 4). Oh the perfection of holy manhood under the eye of God in the Lord Jesus Himself! But someone insisted that only He fulfilled responsibility, which is not the truth. When that conflict was going on, part of the wars of the Lord, land conflict according to Ephesians 6, at the same time Europe was aflame with the first great world war. I am not minimising that, because the loss of lives was horrendous, but more importantly the wars of the Lord were going on when the good warfare was being fought, the truth was being established, and it cost something. 

I trust we all understand that all these vital points of the truth have come down to us at great cost. The enemy has opposed the truth right through, and he is doing so today, but it is wonderful to see that in doing so he only serves to bring out the glory of the truth itself and in every conflict he outwits himself. So as I said, it is seen in perfection in the Lord Himself, and behind it all lay His love for His God, and His love for you and for me, and His love for the assembly. The figure of the Hebrew bondman refers to Him, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. I trust, beloved brethren, we are all of that outlook here today. I hope there is no one in this room having open options. The Lord had to face that in John 6, “Many therefore of his disciples having heard it said, This word is hard” (John 6: 60). We referred in the reading to persons who ought to be here but who have said that and acted on it. It says that many of His disciples went away back and walked no more with Him. The Lord challenged His own, “Will ye also go away?” (John 6: 67). I believe, beloved brethren, in this day in which we are, that we are nearing the end of the dispensation. 

It is a day of recovery but it is also a day of departure, and the Lord is saying clearly and definitely to each one of us, “Will ye also go away?” I love that answer of Peter’s, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” Not, to what shall we go, not to brethrenism or anything else but “to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”. 

Paul says to this young man, “This charge, my child Timotheus, I commit to thee”. Several times in 1 Timothy Paul uses the word “enjoin”. It means to insist upon or to command, and if you read the note in Mr. Darby’s translation you will find that that is what Paul means when he says, “This charge”. I would like us all to understand that we are under charge. Later he speaks about being enlisted as a soldier, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Timothy 2: 3. We are not volunteers, we are enlisted persons, and as enlisted our duty is to please him who has enlisted us. I often think of that remark of Mr. Percy Lyon when he spoke about “Take thy share in suffering”, and I believe it is apropos at the present time, he said it is like a tent with tent pegs. If one peg goes missing or is lost it throws extra strain on the rest. We are not asked to take all the suffering, we are simply asked to take our share in it. We can share the burdens and the sufferings of the testimony. So Paul says to this young man, “This charge, my child Timotheus”. These things are very practical. It means that in localities things are to be maintained practically. It means attendance at the meetings is very important. If you are under charge you are obligated to be at the meetings unless there is a very good reason why not. Sometimes there are very good reasons. But when the announcements are made on Lord’s day morning of the meetings for the rest of the day and the meetings during the week, we are under charge, we are obligated to fill them out. That is part of fulfilled responsibility, we are responsible to fill out the assembly calendar. 

In saying “This charge, my child Timotheus”, you get Paul’s feelings as to “my child Timotheus”. What feelings were in Paul as he saw the potential in this young man. If we are left here, the young men and young women are potentially valuable and the Lord would look to you, but He would say to you, “This charge, my child”. The Lord would lay a charge upon you. Some of us here are getting older, and if the Lord does not come soon we might not be here too much longer. Then the burden of the testimony and the fulfilling of responsibility will rest on younger persons. So Paul says, “This charge ... I commit to thee, according to the prophecies as to thee preceding”. I have often wondered what that meant. I would suggest it is a 

reference to Timothy’s secret history with God. That is how it appeals to me. If we want to grow in spiritual substance and in the manner of which we have been speaking, all of us, young and old, need to fill out what the Lord says in Matthew 6, “pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee” (Matthew 6: 6). I can think of nothing more important for every one of us today than to have a secret history with God. 

There is plenty that is public. We are here today and we see public conditions, but underlying it for every one of us must be a secret history with God. It underlies power in testimony and underlies living freshness in the service of God. So Paul says, “prophecies as to thee preceding, in order that thou mightest war by them the good warfare”. That is not fleshly, it is not fleshly argument or human thinking, it is a spiritual matter. I think it relates to Ephesians 6, “Put on the panoply of God” (Ephesians 6: 11), and that is vital. It would also involve, of course, wilderness conflict. I trust everyone knows the difference between wilderness conflict and land conflict, seen in type in the history of God’s people Israel. Paul says here, “thou mightest war by them the good warfare”. Wilderness conflict involves the secret private exercises that you have to go through yourself, and would include the exercises of the Roman epistle. How needed that is for every one of us to go through these rigorous exercises of the Roman epistle! Then land conflict is the displacement of the tribes of the land and the maintenance of the rights of God in the land; that would involve the maintenance of the rights of God and the rights of Christ in our local meetings and universally. It is an obligation, beloved brethren. 

So Paul says, “This charge, my child Timotheus, I commit to thee”. What a word that is, “I commit to thee”. I believe it is a prophetic word for us today that we are under charge and something is committed to us. Paul tells Timothy later, “keep the entrusted deposit”, 1 

Timothy 6: 20. Then in the second epistle he tells him the only way he will do that is, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit 

which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Timothy 1: 14. That is an obligation, that is our side. Things have been clearly established from the divine side. The truth is there in all its purity, in all its completeness, in all its greatness. Our responsibility is to keep it, and to be sure that we are in it in this way, as it says, “maintaining faith and a good conscience”. How important these things are. Then Paul says, “which last some, having put away, have made shipwreck as to faith”. We see the brethren here and we think of others who ought to be here. 

It breaks your heart to think of how many have made shipwreck as to faith. Paul names two of them here, Hymenaeus and Alexander. We could not deliver persons to Satan, that was apostolic, but Paul did it, a remarkable thing. It speaks about these persons who had put away a good conscience and “made shipwreck as to faith”. Well that is a warning to us, beloved brethren. Let us accept the charge that is committed to us. It is a charge that has been made in love, a charge that has been given to us as God would have confidence in us. I would love to think of everyone here as someone in whom God has confidence. What confidence He had in the Lord Himself. One who always pleased the Father, not one second of His life out of accord with the will of God. What a challenge that is. 

Now I go on to Ezekiel where we have the thought of the charge again mentioned. Ezekiel was a remarkable man. He is called “the priest”, not ‘a priest’ but “the priest” and he is said to be among the captives by the river Chebar. I think publicly that would be our position today, in reproach and captivity. The testimony is not popular in the world. So Ezekiel was there, he saw the heavens open and had visions of God somewhat like John on the isle of Patmos, but he is said to be “the priest”, that is, a man who considers for God. That is the first thing for a priest that he considers for God. Of course he also considers for the people, considers for the saints, but the prime responsibility of a priest is to 

consider for God, and that was Ezekiel. So here in Ezekiel 44 he is brought back “toward the outer gate of the sanctuary which looked toward the east”. I am not dwelling on the fact that the gate was shut. There have been times when things have been shut, closed up; but I think we are in the day when, as the Lord said to Philadelphia, “I have set before thee an opened door”, Revelation 3: 8. Things have been opened up to us wonderfully. Think of the heritage that has come down to us in the recovery through men who have suffered in order that the truth should be expounded to us, and in order that we should understand it and come into the gain of it. Then “As for the prince”, I think the prince is an allusion to the Lord Himself, the part that He alone has, “he shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate, and shall go out by the way of the same”. So it is clearly established that the Lord has rights that are unique to Himself. These are established clearly right through Scripture. 

Then I come to the point of the commendation of “the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok”. Those who know the Scriptures know that Zadok lived in the time of David’s reign and in the time of the rebellion of Absalom; he was faithful to David in the time of the rebellion. That is an important thing. Another element of fulfilling responsibility is our faithfulness to Christ in the day of His absence and the day of His rejection. So here he brings forward the sons of Zadok like Paul to Timothy. One thing that was said about Zadok was that not only was he a priest but he was a seer, a thing that we do not often consider. We speak often about what is priestly, but we do not speak too much about the seer. I think a seer is a person who is with God in matters. A priest would be too, of course, but a seer is a person who is with God in exercises and sees things as God sees them. Oh, beloved brethren, for the ability for that, for the capability to see things as God sees them! Things come up amongst us and we can be all awry, sometimes we are at sixes and sevens. Oh to be seers! We are often 

very clever at hindsight and see things in hindsight, and some of us think, oh well, yes I saw that. It is a great thing to be a seer and see things beforehand, see the direction in which things are leading. That is important. When exercises come up among the saints, a simple question to ask is, Where is this thing leading? Is it leading to Christ or is it leading to the world? A matter that is often spoken about is the matter of what is evangelical. Would that we were more evangelical. But I notice Mr. Darby’s comments as to Mr. D. L. Moody, while not doubting his earnestness, ‘I fully judge it will foster worldliness in saints; it will foster heresy and false doctrine’ (J.N.D. Letters Vol.2, p.257). He said, thank God for many who were converted under his preachings, but it led to the world. Where are things leading, beloved brethren? That is a simple question to ask ourselves. When an issue comes up in your life, or comes up among the saints, where is the matter leading? Be a seer and be with God in the matter. 

So he says, “the priests, the Levites ... that kept the charge of my sanctuary”. That is a wonderful thing in a day of breakdown, a day of rebellion, a day of departure, in type, against Christ. In the day of David’s rejection there were persons who kept the charge of God’s sanctuary, “when the children of Israel went astray from me”. So it says, “they shall approach unto me to minister unto me”. What a privilege to be able to keep the charge. “This charge, my child Timotheus”, was said to an individual; here it is collective, “they shall approach unto me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to present unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord Jehovah”. I think that suggests what we often refer to, and should never forget, that the great ultimate is what is for God. The great ultimate is the service of God, and that is what the priest thinks of. No matter what conditions are publicly, the priest considers for God. As priestly persons our obligation is to maintain conditions in faithfulness and with a good conscience, so that there should be conditions where the 

Lord’s supper can be partaken of rightly, and the service of God can be maintained in living freshness and power and purity. That is what this speaks of. 

There is much detail in it, but I want just to come down now to “they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, when they minister in the gates of the inner court, and towards the house”. That is mentioned earlier in Leviticus. “They shall have linen tires upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird on anything that causeth sweat”. That is another feature that marks the priest. I think some of us have been slow to learn it. Wool is typical of what causes friction, causes excitement. 

Sometimes, (I am being practical) beloved brethren, the care meeting is an opportunity for some of us to wear wool, and heat is produced. Sometimes tempers rise and things are said in heat. Let us wear the linen, let us learn increasingly to maintain spiritual linen in coolness and purity. I think that is a challenge to all of us, “they shall not gird on anything that causeth sweat”. Then further down, “they shall teach my people the difference between holy and profane, and cause them to discern between unclean and clean”. That refers us back to Leviticus 10 where they were told not to partake of anything that was unclean. Then you have a whole chapter, chapter 11, where it is delineated for them, what is not to be touched. It is there that only the unclean animals are mentioned; then it goes on to speak about feeding on creeping things “which have legs above their feet with which to leap upon the earth” 

(Leviticus 11: 21), representing persons with spiritual energy to rise above all that would detain them down here. 

There is another duty of the priest, these persons that have been faithful and kept the charge; 

“in controversy they shall stand to judge”, that is another priestly matter. If there are any controversies, persons of this character who are with God, who are seers, who maintain a good conscience, who maintain the truth, “they shall stand to judge—they shall judge it according to my judgments”. So that no merely human element or thought, however clever, however reasoned it may be, should enter into matters among the saints. It should be 

“according to my judgments”, God states that clearly; “and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all my solemnities; and they shall hallow my sabbaths”. You see it all leads up to holy, pure, conditions where God can rest, culminating for us, those of the assembly, in that great day when the tabernacle of God will be with men and God shall be with them their God, when God will eternally be in conditions of rest, but rest among persons who have learned down here in these sometimes strenuous exercises that we have been speaking about today. 

May we keep the charge, for His name’ sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
14 November 1999 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 1:18-20 (JND) [18] This charge, [my] child Timotheus, I commit to thee, according to the prophecies as to thee preceding, in order that thou mightest war by them the good warfare, [19] maintaining faith and a good conscience; which [last] some, having put away, have made shipwreck as to faith; [20] of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan, that they may be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.

Ezekiel 44:1-24 (JND) [1] And he brought me back toward the outer gate of the sanctuary which looked toward the east; and it was shut. [2] And Jehovah said unto me, This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter in by it: for Jehovah, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it; and it shall be shut. [3] As for the prince, he, the prince, shall sit in it to eat bread before Jehovah: he shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate, and shall go out by the way of the same. [4] And he brought me the way of the north gate before the house; and I beheld, and lo, the glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah: and I fell upon my face. [5] And Jehovah said unto me, Son of man, apply thy heart, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the statutes of the house of Jehovah, and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary; [6] and say to the rebellious, to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Let it suffice you of all your abominations, O house of Israel, [7] in that ye have brought strangers, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to profane it, [even] my house, when ye offered my bread, the fat and the blood; and they have broken my covenant besides all your abominations. [8] And ye have not kept the charge of my holy things, but have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves. [9] Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: No stranger, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel. [10] But the Levites who went away far from me, when Israel went astray, going astray from me after their idols, they shall even bear their iniquity; [11] but they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having oversight at the gates of the house, and doing the service of the house: they shall slaughter the burnt-offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister unto them. [12] Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and were unto the house of Israel a stumbling-block of iniquity; therefore have I lifted up my hand against them, saith the Lord Jehovah, that they shall bear their iniquity. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:60 (JND) [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it?

John 6:67 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6 (JND) [1] Take heed not to do your alms before men to be seen of them, otherwise ye have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. [2] When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory from men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. [3] But thou, when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does; …

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Ephesians 6:11 (JND) [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil:

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Ezekiel 44 (JND) [1] And he brought me back toward the outer gate of the sanctuary which looked toward the east; and it was shut. [2] And Jehovah said unto me, This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter in by it: for Jehovah, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it; and it shall be shut. [3] As for the prince, he, the prince, shall sit in it to eat bread before Jehovah: he shall enter by the way of the porch of the gate, and shall go out by the way of the same. …

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Leviticus 10 (JND) [1] And the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, took each of them his censer, and put fire in it, and put incense on it, and presented strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not commanded them. [2] And there went out fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah. [3] And Moses said to Aaron, This is what Jehovah spoke, saying, I will be hallowed in them that come near me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron was silent. …

Leviticus 11:21 (JND) [21] Yet these shall ye eat of every winged crawling thing that goeth upon all four: those which have legs above their feet with which to leap upon the earth.



HOW WE COME INTO THE TRUTH

E. J. Mair 

2 Samuel 14: 25–30; 1 Chronicles 21: 1, 16, 17; 22: 1; Mark 1: 1; 1 John 1: 1–4 

I have a simple impression as to how we come into the truth, how we come into the care of all that is for God. Firstly we see it in a negative sense in Absalom, one who came into things on a wrong principle, where there was no repentance. He is allowed to return and as a result he attacks the barley which no doubt alludes typically to the Person of Christ, to the manhood of Jesus. That is what can happen with us through the lack of exercise, the lack of self-judgment; the things of God, the things of Christ are damaged. David came into things through exercise, through self-judgment, through 

discipline. John Mark was recovered and wrote a gospel; he came into things through repentance, and his heart was filled with the blessedness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Then lastly we have John writing his epistle which bears on our own time; his ministry bears on the close of the dispensation. He was the last of all the writers of the Scriptures and the anti-Christian spirit was all around. John was exercised to maintain the truth as to the Lord’s sonship, the truth as to His manhood, and in his gospel we see how he protects the glory of the Person. 

I read of Absalom to touch briefly on the kind of man that Absalom was. We can contrast David with Absalom. David was a man after God’s own heart. He was taken from the sheepfolds, from following the suckling-ewes; God took him from that (see Psalm 78: 70, 71). He was a man who cared for the flock; he had an interest in the people, one who, like Timothy, had genuine care as to how the saints got on. We find that our hearts are drawn out to David; he won the hearts of the men of Israel. Absalom stole the hearts of the people, but David won the hearts of the men of Israel. As you think of David’s conquest over Goliath, what a victory it was! For years all Israel had been faced with the Philistine, with Goliath, and nobody was able to do anything about it, not even the official king, Saul. 

No one could meet Goliath except David. He was taken from obscurity, and he was able through his dependence upon God to meet the Philistine, and overthrow him. It is typical of what we have in Hebrews 2, “that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2: 14). Satan uses death to hold men in bondage as Goliath held the people of Israel in bondage. The Lord Jesus was able to annul him “who has the might of death, that is, the devil”, that He might bring in liberty for His people. So David was able to win hearts for himself and he was able to win hearts for God. It says, “the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David”, 1 Samuel 18: 1. Michal, the daughter of Saul, loved David. It says that all Israel and Judah loved David, he won their hearts. In contrast, Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. The Lord Jesus, as we see in the type in David, was able to win hearts by the way he annulled the power of death. 

In the second book of Samuel we find a spiritual movement in David going up to Hebron and to Jerusalem. How it brought out the affections of the people! That is in contrast to Absalom here; there is no mention of any of these things with Absalom. He was a murderer in previous chapters; he came back and there was no repentance with him. Joab employed a wise woman of Tekoah to play on David’s mind and affections, so that he would bring back Absalom into the kingdom. Joab was successful, but all that he had in mind was a place for himself; he had his own interests at heart, not the interests of David. He brought Absalom back so that he could ingratiate himself with David. 

We find that the Spirit of God gives us these few verses as to the kind of man that Absalom was, “But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty—from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him”. It speaks of what is anti-Christian in spirit, it may look good; it brings out the praise of men, but I do not think it brings out the praise of God at all. David was able to bring out the praises of God; he was able to bring out the praises of Judah and Israel. Absalom is a type of a man coming into things, but not through repentance or self-judgment. Romans teaches us that we must come into things on the ground of repentance towards God; the goodness of God leads man to repentance. Absalom is not touched at all by the goodness of God. Romans 5 says, “having been now justified in the power of his blood ... we shall be saved in the power of his life”, Romans 5: 9, 10. Repentance clears us morally, and justification in chapter 5 means we are cleared judicially through the work of Christ. 

Absalom avoids all that, he comes back but for two years he did not see the king’s face. He sent for Joab, and he sent the second time, but he would not come, and then he begins to attack. It says, “Then he said to his servants, See, Joab’s allotment is near mine and he has barley there—go and set it on fire. And Absalom’s servants set the allotment on fire”. I think we see the sorrow here of someone coming into things without repentance, without self-judgment. The attack is typically on the manhood of Jesus, because the barley harvest speaks of Christ as the first-fruits; that is really what Absalom attacks. 

In 1 Chronicles, David acknowledged that he had sinned in this matter of numbering the people. In 2 Samuel it says that Jehovah moved David to number the people; here it says that 

“Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel”. David takes the guilt on himself, he says, “Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? It is I that have sinned and done evil; but these sheep, what have they done?” What a beautiful spirit and feelings shine out in David. The point in this section is the numbering of the people, a thing that should never have taken place, because the people ought to be for God. In the history of the testimony pride has come into our hearts, it has come into the hearts of leaders, men pride themselves in numbers. Things were small with David in rejection, in reproach in the remote house, but David was content. The cave of Adullam was an area of contentment typical of where Christ is made much of, even in rejection. 

There are times when the people may be rightly numbered for God Himself. When the people of Israel came out of Egypt, God put in His claim for the people, they were to be purely and distinctly for God Himself. He says, “Hallow unto me every firstborn”, Exodus 13: 2. 

God wants us for Himself. He wants us on His own terms and conditions. I think we can say through mercy we have been brought into such an area where persons are desirous of being for God. In Exodus 13 God says, “Hallow unto me”, and the same voice says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. God puts in His claim upon us as a people redeemed. The people were delivered from the power and bondage of Egypt and He wanted them for Himself. The people complained of coming out into the wilderness, they complained of lack of bread, they complained about the lack of water, but God in His wonderful grace met it all. Then in chapter 19 there came a point when God says, “Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and how I have borne you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself” (Exodus 19: 4). It would speak of how God wants us for Himself. He is looking for something in His people of the character of manhood that was seen in the Lord Jesus Himself. 

Now as to this numbering, David took the guilt upon himself. He says, “It is I that have sinned and done evil; but these sheep, what have they done?” What a shepherd’s heart David had! He was always out to protect the sheep. Before he met Goliath he protected them when they were attacked by the lion and the bear. David was always out for the good and blessing of the flock. In this matter he takes the guilt on himself. In chapter 22, I think we see that through this exercise of repentance and self-judgment, David comes to the house of God. He comes to the assembly in type. It is fine when we come to the blessedness of God’s house through repentance and self-judgment. It is God’s desire that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2: 4). David’s history shows how we come to the knowledge of the truth, how we come into the gain of God’s house which is the assembly. 

In 1 Timothy 3, it says, “the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth” (verse 15). God wants to bring us into it. These scriptures show that we come into things through repentance, through self-judgment, and through exercise. David comes into it on moral grounds, he says, “This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel”. It is a fine result reached through exercise. It is good if we can come through experiences and name things in this way, as David does, “This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering”. 

No doubt, in the burnt-offering, he is thinking of all that is for the blessed God Himself. 

Later in this chapter he says, “And behold, in my affliction I have prepared for the house of Jehovah a hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight, for it is in abundance; and timber and stone have I prepared” (1 Chronicles 21: 14, 15). He says to Solomon his son, Thou shalt add to it. David contributed to the house out of his affliction. This is the way the testimony has prospered and continued, there has been exercise and affliction. In chapter 29 he says what he had ministered to the house out of his affection, “moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God” (1 

Chronicles 29: 3). You see what happens, beloved brethren, when we come into things through exercise and self-judgment, the house of God is appreciated, this area where God dwells by His Spirit, and we contribute from our own experience whether it be through discipline or self-judgment, or out of our affection; everything results in a yield for the blessed God. 

Now we know Mark was recovered. I think the testimony was too much for Mark and he was deflected at one time. Then it says in Acts, “Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them ... and had not gone with them to the work”, Acts 15: 38. We are tested as to our continuance, and John Mark was deflected, but, thank God, through grace he was recovered. In his recovery you can see how full his heart was, he obviously was one who was recovered on the lines of self-judgment, one who was recovered by the Lord Jesus. His heart was full of the Saviour, his heart was full of the Son of God. It has often been noticed in Mark how things are done straightway or immediately. Luke in his gospel and in the Acts, records how things are done suddenly, “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host”, Luke 2: 13. Again at the conversion of Saul, “suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven”, Acts 9: 3. 

In Mark things are done immediately, as much as to say, There is no time to be lost. Peter says, “no longer to live the rest of his time in the flesh to men’s lusts, but to God’s will. For the time past is sufficient for us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles”, 1 Peter 4: 2, 3. 

That is really what Mark comes through to; he had wasted his time, but in recovery he says there is no time to be lost. 

Mark begins with the Lord at thirty years of age; he passes over the incarnation and begins with the Lord’s baptism at the age of thirty. I think there is maturity in that, for those who were called to the work of levitical service in Numbers were thirty years old. In the book of Numbers, first of all there was the numbering for military service, on the first of the second month in the second year after the people came out of the land of Egypt, for every male from twenty years and upward. Then after that there was the numbering for levitical work when the three families of the Levites were called. The Levites were called to the work of the tabernacle from thirty years old to fifty. I think that is what Mark represents, he was recovered fully to levitical work, really Kohathite work, for he had to do with the most holy things. The Kohathites had to carry the ark, the table, the candlestick and the golden altar. 

The Kohathites had to do with the most precious and holy things. In his recovery you can see that Mark is having to do with the ark, his heart is full when he says, “Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God”. He goes right through with the glad tidings, through death, burial and resurrection, and at the end of the gospel he says, “he said to them, Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation”, Mark 16: 15. What strength there was in this recovered man! Paul at the end could say, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, 2 Timothy 4: 11. That is to encourage and strengthen us. Recovery in Mark is to maturity, it is to fulness, in the way he presents the glad tidings of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

I think, what we see in John at the close is that he is maintained in exercise. He is exercised as to these precious things that are typified in the ark, and the table, and the candlestick and the golden altar. He is concerned that the truth as to these things might be maintained in all its blessedness to the close of the dispensation. What love John had for the Lord, and he was the disciple whom Jesus loved! He did not rely on his own love for the Lord; no, John relied on the Lord’s love for him. That is the secret at the close, I think, to rely on the Lord’s love for us. His love for His own; it says that He loved them to the end. That is a love that has been tried and tested. It is, beloved brethren, a love that every one of us can rely on. Peter was different, he boasted in his love for the Lord; he said, “Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death” (Luke 22: 33); when he was tested he failed. So let us learn from these things in Scripture; let us learn from Peter’s failure, and rely on the Lord’s love for us. I think Philadelphia shows that the Lord’s love for the assembly is faithful to the very end; it can be known right through to the end of the dispensation. 

I cannot say much as to the scripture in John’s epistle, but it refers to the manhood of Jesus, “That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled concerning the word of life”. John and others were eye-witnesses of this blessed One. They had been called by the Lord, they had been drawn to Him and moved about with Him, and John held the Lord very dear, very precious in his affections. He was concerned at the close about what was coming in, the spirit of what was anti-Christian; he says, “even now there have come many antichrists”, 1 John 2: 18. It was in the presence of that that John was seeking to maintain the glory of the manhood of Jesus. In his gospel he protects the glory of the Person; that His existence was eternal, His personality was distinct, and His nature divine. John wanted to preserve the glory of this blessed Person right to the close. 

That is all I have to say, beloved brethren. He says, “And these things write we to you that your joy may be full”. I think it is as the blessedness of Christ and all these precious things are maintained amongst us, that the joy of the saints will be maintained. May God bless the word. 

Address at Denton
7 January 1995 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 14:25-30 (JND) [25] But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. [26] And when he shaved his head (for it was at every year's end that he shaved it, because it was heavy on him, therefore he shaved it), he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels after the king's weight. [27] And to Absalom there were born three sons, and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a beautiful countenance. [28] So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and did not see the king's face. [29] Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king; but he would not come to him; and he sent again the second time, but he would not come. [30] Then he said to his servants, See, Joab's allotment is near mine and he has barley there: go and set it on fire. And Absalom's servants set the allotment on fire.

1 Chronicles 21:1-17 (JND) [1] And Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. [2] And David said to Joab and to the princes of the people, Go, number Israel from Beer-sheba even to Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. [3] And Joab said, Jehovah add to his people, how many soever they be, a hundredfold: are they not all, my lord O king, my lord's servants? why does my lord require this thing? why should he become a trespass to Israel? [4] But the king's word prevailed against Joab; and Joab departed, and went through all Israel, and came [again] to Jerusalem. [5] And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to David. And all they of Israel were eleven hundred thousand men that drew sword; and of Judah, four hundred and seventy thousand men that drew sword. [6] But Levi and Benjamin he did not count among them; for the king's word was abominable to Joab. [7] And God was displeased on account of this thing, and he smote Israel. [8] And David said to God, I have sinned greatly, in that I have done this thing; and now, I beseech thee, put away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly. [9] And Jehovah spoke to Gad, David's seer, saying, [10] Go and speak to David saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I offer thee three [things]; choose one of them, that I may do it unto thee. [11] And Gad came to David, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: [12] Choose thee, either three years of famine, or three months to be destroyed before thine adversaries while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee, or three days the sword of Jehovah and the pestilence in the land, and the angel of Jehovah destroying through all the borders of Israel. And now consider what word I shall bring again to him that sent me. …

1 Chronicles 22:1 (JND) [1] And David said, This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel.

Mark 1:1 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God;

1 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. [4] And these things write we to you that your joy may be full.

Psalms 78:70-71 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: [71] From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

1 Samuel 18:1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when he had ended speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:9-10 (JND) [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

Exodus 13:2 (JND) [2] Hallow unto me every firstborn, whatever breaketh open the womb among the children of Israel, of man and of cattle: it is mine.

Exodus 13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Hallow unto me every firstborn, whatever breaketh open the womb among the children of Israel, of man and of cattle: it is mine. [3] And Moses said to the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for with a powerful hand hath Jehovah brought you out from this; and nothing leavened shall be eaten. …

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 19:4 (JND) [4] Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and [how] I have borne you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

1 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] The word [is] faithful: if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. [2] The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; [3] not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, …

1 Chronicles 21:14-15 (JND) [14] And Jehovah sent a pestilence upon Israel; and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. [15] And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; and as he was destroying, Jehovah beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough; withdraw now thine hand. And the angel of Jehovah stood by the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

Acts 15:38 (JND) [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work.

Luke 2:13 (JND) [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

Acts 9:3 (JND) [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven,

1 Peter 4:2-3 (JND) [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will. [3] For the time past [is] sufficient [for us] to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-drinking, revels, drinkings, and unhallowed idolatries.

Mark 16:15 (JND) [15] And he said to them, Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Luke 22:33 (JND) [33] And he said to him, Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death.

1 John 2:18 (JND) [18] Little children, it is [the] last hour, and, according as ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is [the] last hour.



THE IMMINENCE OF THE LORD’S COMING

R. Taylor 

Luke 12: 34–38; 19: 11–13 

We were reading recently in Proverbs 7 of the strange woman who said that her husband had gone a long journey and would not be back until full moon. It impressed on me the need for keeping before us the imminence of the Lord’s return. If she had been expecting him soon she would not have done the things she did. That is really what has happened publicly, and is a danger in our own hearts, if we say, The Lord delays to come. Peter says, He does not delay. I think it is interesting when the Lord speaks about His going away in these passages, and many others. 

He also speaks about His coming back. He does not leave a void, but says in the passage we read, “Trade while I am coming”. He does not say, Trade while I am away, but “while I am coming”, as if it is to be the great expectation and hope of our hearts that He is coming. 

Things here are not to remain as they are for ever. The time of His absence is marked by certain things, but they will change when He comes, and they have already changed in the hearts of believers who expect His coming. It alters our outlook on things here, our conduct, our occupation, and gives a hope that sustains us in the darkest of pressures. Peter says, “as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace”, 2 Peter 3: 14. 

Certain things are to mark those who look for His coming. We often look for Him to come and change things, but I wonder how much we look for Him, whom having not seen we love; to see the One who has not only died for us, but who serves us in His grace in the circumstances of the path. His service has given us some impression of His grace, of His love, and of His patience, but what it will be to see His face; to see the One who has loved us. 

The bride, I suppose, in the Canticles, had some sense of it; she was able, in the time when others did not know about Him, to describe Him in His beauty. She could go over the details of His Person, having proved His service of love and grace. It says too that when we see Him we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. We do not yet know that in its fulness, it is not yet manifested to us. But when we do see Him we shall be changed into His own image, into His own likeness. I think there is a need for that to be held in our affections, dear brethren, that we may not adjust ourselves to the circumstances that are around us. 

The Lord, I think, is speaking of that in these passages I have read; He says, “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be”, as the hymn-writer puts it,

‘‘Tis the treasure we’ve found in His love 

That has made us now pilgrims below’. (Hymn 139) 

The expectation of His coming, and what we have found in Him, now guides us in our pathway here. We can see it in Abraham and in many others in Hebrews 11; they travelled the path in the light of another day, and the promises of divine grace shone in their affections. 

The Lord says to the disciples, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself” (John 14: 3)—What a promise! In the meantime He has given us the Spirit to antedate it. So He says, “where your treasure is, there also will your heart be”. He was encouraging these persons in the waiting time; their loins were to be girded about and their lamps burning. How they would stand out from all that is around with their loins girded; it means that they are preserving what is precious; they are harnessed against what would cause them to stray, their loins girded and lamps burning. It reminds you of the virgins in Matthew 25, and the need for the oil so that the lamps might be burning. That there may be a ready answer, that is what the Lord is speaking about here; He may come at any time, and when He knocks they open to Him immediately. It may stand an application to our meetings, that when He comes there are affections that rise to greet Him. It need not be a long wait. The effect of their loins girded and their lamps burning, in the testimonial position, as faithful and true to another Man, is that when He comes and knocks, they open to Him immediately. Their minds are not filled with all the things and problems of the day. 

The result is very affecting, as it says, “he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them”. Do we not have a touch of that at the Supper? Think of the joy the Lord has in coming to such persons of whom we have read to find them watching. 

What an expectation for our hearts as we are waiting and watching! The Lord brings in that word a 

great deal in connection with His absence— watching—because of what is around. When the Lord comes the watching time is over; He is pleased with those who have been watching, and He does not need to raise any questions. He does not need, as in the parable in Matthew 22, to go into the wedding feast and say to the man, “how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment?” (Matthew 22: 12). He is ready here to make them recline at table, pleased with what He finds. May we be among those that the Lord has some pleasure in, in the testimonial position, so that He would give us a touch of His love, making us recline at table. 

The Lord not only said that He was coming for them, but He says, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you”. John 14: 18. He gives us some taste by the Spirit of this wonderful realm. That woman in Proverbs 7 knew nothing of the Spirit having come to fill out the waiting time; but now the Lord has filled the void by sending the Spirit. So there are persons here in the Spirit’s grace with their lamps burning, and He gives such to taste what it is to know His presence. 

In the second scripture I read He puts it more on our responsibility. In this parable He gives them all the same; this is not giving one ten and another five, as in Matthew; He has given you the same as me. He has given us all grace; He has given us all the gift of the Spirit; He has given us all enough to fill out the waiting time as overcomers. So He adds this word to them, “Trade while I am coming”. I wonder what we are doing with what He has given us? 

He has given us more than enough to fill out the dispensation and at the end of it there will be a wonderful vessel seen, that is suited to be with Him in the realm of His own glory. He has given us more than enough for the waiting time, so it is a test to us as to what we are doing with what we are given. The passage is well known and some treat what they have been given differently from others. I would encourage our hearts to value what we have been given; it is more than enough. We feel our circumstances testing; we 

feel our sorrows, perhaps think we have more than our share of troubles and sorrows, but the Lord has provided more than enough to meet the circumstances, and He would cause us to trade. Trading involves putting things into circulation; trading makes for increase. That is what made this country great, it was a trading nation, it saw the value of certain goods and it dealt with them. Trading involves turning over your capital; the more it is turned over the more it increases. So that is what happens with these bondman, they traded. 

It requires persons with whom to trade. I think the meetings would be that, conversations would be that; trading with what the Lord has given us by impressions of Christ. As you speak to dear believers, how they increase! How your heart is refreshed as you trade with one another with impressions of Christ! It reminds me of Simeon and Anna at the beginning of Luke, they were persons who were trading. The Lord is brought into the temple, and what do we find? A man there looking for the consolation of Israel. In principle, there was a man who was waiting for the Lord’s return. We often visualise Simeon with the Lord Jesus in his arms. 

He says, Let thy servant depart in peace. He had found all that he had been looking for and far more. You say it was only a babe in his arms. No, he says, I see everything completed. He saw the glory of Israel and the light of the Gentiles; he saw God’s counsels and purposes that he treasured. He was a man who had read the Old Testament obviously, and he could see it all fulfilled in this Child in his arms. As the Lord comes in this is what He does, He gives us to see things completed; He gives us a sense of divine grace in its fulness. That is what Simeon found. Then there is Anna too, she was trading; it says she spoke of Him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem. These were persons who were trading, and how richly they were blessed. May we each join their ranks, dear brethren, to be among those using what the Lord has given us, that our hearts may be refreshed too. May there be 

something increased in us personally and in our localities for the Lord’s glory and praise. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
15 September 1998 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:34-38 (JND) [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them. [38] And if he come in the second watch, and come in the third watch, and find [them] thus, blessed are those [bondmen].

Luke 19:11-13 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested. [12] He said therefore, A certain high-born man went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom and return. [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming.

Proverbs 7 (JND) [1] My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. [2] Keep my commandments, and live; and my teaching, as the apple of thine eye. [3] Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the tablet of thy heart. …

2 Peter 3:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Matthew 22 (JND) [1] And Jesus answering spoke to them again in parables, saying, [2] The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who made a wedding feast for his son, [3] and sent his bondmen to call the persons invited to the wedding feast, and they would not come. …

Matthew 22:12 (JND) [12] And he says to him, [My] friend, how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment? But he was speechless.

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Proverbs 7 (JND) [1] My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. [2] Keep my commandments, and live; and my teaching, as the apple of thine eye. [3] Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the tablet of thy heart. …



EXTRACTS

J.T. 

There are certain conditions upon which the enjoyment of Christian privilege depend. As I was remarking, in natural things you would always enjoy the fact that you have a home and a family; but you have to come back to the family to actually enjoy it. This holds good in regard to divine things—one may always enjoy the knowledge of the fact that he has a place in the counsels of God, but he has to come to the assembly to have the enjoyment of the things themselves. The manna supports one individually; but when you come to the collective sphere, which necessarily depends upon the saints, you have another order of things, a sphere of affections and all that. I believe that is what the Lord has sought to make very plain in recent years. These things were made to be available to the individual, without the conditions; whereas it was insisted upon, by the Spirit of God, I believe, that the enjoyment of divine blessings and privileges are dependent upon those conditions. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 77, p.108) 

What is a Philadelphian? One who does not fail in the day of adversity; he has a little power. 

It is a solemn thing, though. There are five or six companies now claiming to have the Lord’s presence—there can be only one right. If I were to come as a stranger to Manchester and ask to be guided to the company where God is, where would I find myself? Where is the company that is known and characterised by God 

dwelling among them of a truth? It is not what we say but what we are that carries weight. 

We have in these verses what the Lord is, what He has, what He does, and the great point for us is that we should be in correspondence to Him. He is the Holy and true One; holiness and truth should mark us. He has the keys of the King; we should seek His kingdom. He opens the door and none can shut it; we are to use the privileges that are ours. There will be imitation, opposition, difficulty; we are to overcome, and hold fast. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 6, p.140) 

 


LOVE IS CORRECTIVE

It is important to see that love is corrective. There is no principle so exclusive as love. It excludes everything that is unseemly or unworthy. You cannot tolerate in others what you do not allow in yourself. If you are exclusive in regard of yourself you must be so in regard of others. Divine love cannot tolerate what is unseemly, but it can adapt itself to incongruous surroundings. We see that coming out in Christ Himself; He adapted Himself to the circumstances in which He was found down here upon earth. Meekness and lowliness are the outcome of love in a scene of contrariety. In heaven there will be no need of patience or endurance or meekness. It is here that these qualities are called for, and they are found in love. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 19, p.493) 
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