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WHAT WE ALL SHARE IN CHRISTIANITY

Exodus 10: 7–9; 1 Corinthians 10: 1–4, 14–17; 12: 12–14 

WMcK  In the scriptures read in Corinthians the thought of we all enters into them and it is implied in what is said in Exodus. I thought we might speak about the thought of we all. I am quite impressed with the number of children and young people there are in this locality and the potential there is for God in them. So I thought we ought to begin with this basic thought in Exodus. In coming out of Egypt, that is out of the world in type, Moses said, “We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters; with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we have a feast of Jehovah”. As we see these beloved children and beloved young people, we should have a great desire, like Moses, that they would all go with us, morally out of the world and will find their happy part in the fellowship. As 1 Corinthians 10 shows, in going out, Paul says they were all baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, so the uniform bearing of the truth of baptism on every generation should be on our minds. Then he says that they all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. If we are to carry our young with us, they must have the same spiritual food and drink. Then the fellowship of Christ’s death involves all of us, so Paul says, the cup is the communion of the blood of the Christ, and the bread is the communion of His body, and then he adds that we all partake of that one loaf. That would not be just outwardly eating of it, but partaking would imply that we are apprehending together something of the bearing of the fellowship of Christ’s death, and that we are set together as morally out of the world, in relation to the maintenance of His rights in the scene where He has died. It is not the Lord’s supper, as we know, in 1 Corinthians 10, it is the bearing morally of the fellowship. Then we have all been baptised by one Spirit into one body, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. There should be a general state of inner satisfaction among us; not only is no one to be left behind in Egypt, but no one is to be merely outwardly with us, yet inwardly unsatisfied. 

JS  I think it is very important for us that the younger ones are carried along in the company of the older ones, and in our affections too. Moses was adamant about them going out of Egypt, and we would have in mind that the young ones should not be left in the world. Baptism would put us positionally out of the world, and no doubt it is in mind to bring us to that morally, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes. So that the enemy’s suggestion is to let the men go but Moses clearly has the full divine thought in his mind as to all generations. As we see in chapter 12 where the truth of the passover is opened up, it has its bearing first householdly. All in the household are in mind for the same thing; it is not only that in our local companies we do not want anyone to be left behind, but also in its practical working out, it begins really in the household. This I realise puts quite an exercise on fathers and mothers but the Spirit of God is available to help them, especially in keeping this line of things operative so that the children and the young people are brought along with us. 

NJH  Do you think in the celebration of the passover there were whole households in mind? 

WMcK  Yes, there was. So we should have in our minds that all in the house are to be moving on together householdly in relation to the general thought of the testimony and the service of God. It is a basic thought, as I remarked, but I think very pertinent, especially where you see divine blessing in a number of children and young people. 

JS  Parents, as being convicted of being delivered from the world, and taken up in view of divine service, would, in the appreciation of that, be concerned that the children should come into it too. 

WMcK  Well, absolutely. And clearly here Moses, the great servant says, “We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters”. I suppose he is thinking of every generation, but he begins with the young, because the continuance of things really lies in them if the Lord does not come soon. 

GBG  God says, Let My son go, and let My people go, that they may serve Me—is that the two thoughts you have in mind, having in mind for the young as well, the two thoughts? 

WMcK  That is it exactly. So, the thought of “my people” involves that we are a possession for God, that what He has is in His people. Jehovah’s inheritance, it says, is His people, but “Let my son go” (Exodus 4: 23), would show that even as to the smallest child in the room sonship is in view, and the moral road by which it is reached, in the way of light and enjoyment, is involved in the scriptures we have read. So that the movement morally out of Egypt is essential, because sons cannot serve God in the world and the way out of the world morally is baptism. Then, as the children and the young people hear the glad tidings, and they believe in the glad tidings, God gives them the Holy Spirit. We are sons by faith, but we are given the Spirit of adoption that we might enjoy sonship. Where we read does not go as far as sonship but clearly it is in view from the outset. 

APG  It says of the Philippian jailor, that he was baptised and all that was his. Is that the thought, all that was his, would that be everything in the house? 

WMcK  Yes. We should refer to it in Acts 16. 

APG  It says, “and was baptised, he and all his straightway” (Acts 16: 33). 

WMcK  Yes. So it shows that the thing has not to be delayed. I do not know of any household where baptism of children is delayed. It used to be, but I think we are all clear about household baptism. But what we need to carry in our minds, and help our young people to see as they reach an age of understanding, is that baptism really involves that we are going out of the world. 

JS  In Acts 16 it says he “rejoiced with all his house”. Do you think it should be conveyed to our young people that it is not an onerous thing but something that gives cause for rejoicing? 

WMcK  Yes. And really what could be greater rejoicing in a household, than that children of the age of understanding and young people have committed themselves to the fellowship of God’s Son, and that they are morally free of the world, finding their life among the saints. 

JAW  It says “for we have a feast of Jehovah”. The word was that they had to come out to serve God, but there was a feast of Jehovah. Is that something that the young people can appropriate on the way to serving God? 

WMcK  Yes. As we have a feast of Jehovah, that would be its character, it would not be like anything that went on in Egypt. In fact Moses said to Pharaoh that we cannot serve God with what is an abomination to the Egyptians, meaning that they could not proceed with the offerings in Egypt, it must be in a sanctified area, it must be out of the world. So, you might say, there are only two sanctified areas generally speaking; that is our households and our local companies. Well, that is where the service to God goes on, where the feast of Jehovah is enjoyed. 

JS  I suppose as enjoying something of divine things in the home circle, it should become attractive to the younger ones to find interest in the meetings and the saints. It would be a good thing to grow up as developing in that way with that kind of interest. 

WMcK  I think one of the evidences that a young believer has the Spirit is that he or she wants to be with the brethren, that they find their enjoyment spiritually among those who are committed to the testimony of our Lord. 

GBG  Are there three settings that God especially blesses; each one as individuals, our households and the local setting, would you say? 

WMcK  Yes. We must arrive at things individually, but in doing that we are in a household and in a local company. There is no thought that any believer should be an isolated unit, he is always related to what is of God, either in a household or in the local company. So in 1 Corinthians 10 Paul says, “I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud” (1 Corinthians 10: 1), that is the presence of God was over them; and “all passed through the sea”, that would be the Red Sea. When they went through, the waters were a wall up on either side, but they were all baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. We are baptised unto the Lord and it involves these two thoughts; the divine presence involving guidance, and the sea which is figurative of the power of the enemy, which the Lord has broken by going into death and coming out of it. 

JS  We are accustomed to thinking of baptism in connection with the sea, the connection there being with the Lord’s death, perhaps we have not thought so much about it in connection with “the cloud”. Say something about that. 

WMcK  Well I think there is some indication in Romans 6 of it. He says, “Are ye ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death?” (Romans 6: 3). Then he goes on to this thought, “if we are become identified with him in the likeness of his death” (Romans 6: 5), that is what baptism is really. He says, “We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death”, that is, baptism really carries the thought of burial with it; but we do not remain there, for he says, “in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6: 4). Christ is raised, we are not, but the glory of the Father raising Him has a great effect on us. I think the full thought of the cloud really would be the glory of the Father raising Christ, and that would affect us inwardly, so we begin to see we are in relation to a spiritual order of things which involves walking in newness of life. If we really understand baptism as involving death and burial, and that morally we are raised, not literally, we begin to see the attractiveness of newness of life. Egypt really is the old man in all that characterises him, but we escape out of that order of things morally, and we come into an order of things that is related to the Lord as out of death and the Spirit here, which the cloud would indicate. I would think that baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea would indicate, not only that we are coming out of what is morally death and burial as to things here, but also we are in relation to the things of the Spirit, involving divine guidance and protection. What do you think? 

JS  I think it is very helpful because it gives us positive direction in our lives, this thought of newness of life, and the thought of glory becoming attractive to us. 

WMcK  Well, it does, so you can see the need of spiritual food and spiritual drink; not only does he say all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea and so on, but all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink. So, we want our children, if they are able, and our young people, to appropriate the same spiritual food and to drink the same spiritual drink. 

NJH  The cloud was introduced before they approached the Red Sea. 

WMcK  Yes, it was. 

NJH  Does that show that God is with us as going through this exercise? 

WMcK  Yes, it would and that should encourage us; it is not something we are trying to work out by our own resources, but God is with us in the matter, and is providing the resource and power and protection from the power of the enemy. 

GBG  Is the moral import of that needed in view of finding our place in what is collective rightly? 

WMcK  Yes, it is. So that in the latter part of the chapter where we read, he says, “Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry”. Well, idolatry is what characterises Egypt, so God said He would take vengeance on all the gods of Egypt as well as dealing with Pharaoh. 

Flee from idolatry, and then “I speak as to intelligent persons”. Well, those of us who are middle-aged and older should be intelligent persons, who should be able to lay these things before the brethren in some measure of power and clarity, so that those who are younger begin to see the value of these things and that it is well worth while going in for them. 

GBG  Death and burial are needed in view of merging with others, is that right? We cannot have the old man, that did not have any place in what is corporate or collective. 

WMcK  As intelligent persons, we understand what the emblems of the Supper mean. As we remarked, it is not the Lord’s supper in chapter 10, it is rather the bearing of the truth of the death of Christ on fellowship, because it is the communion of the blood of the Christ; then it involves our relations with one another, because it is the communion of the body of Christ. So, he adds, to make it clear, “Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”. 

KW  I was going to enquire as to all eating the same spiritual food and all drinking the same spiritual drink. We all know that in this world around us there are lots of influences on the children and on us all, but what I was thinking was that we all have a responsibility in our households and in our localities to provide the right kind of food. I was thinking that the rock was the Christ, and Christ is really the food, is He not? Could you say something about that? 

WMcK  I would say that the food that they ate in the wilderness households was the manna. Everyone in the house, according to his measure of eating, ate the same food, which was the manna, that is the grace of the life of Jesus as He was here. It is the kind of food that will sustain you in the wilderness where another kind of man is in evidence. So it is an important matter that we should see all eating the same spiritual food is not just when we are together, because the manna was a household matter. 

KW  I was thinking of our responsibility in our households to read scriptures to the young ones and to pray, pray every morning with them, and every evening with them. Would that be involved in it in our households? 

WMcK  Yes, it would. And if it is difficult because a father may leave for work long before his children are 

up, then he has to find another time to work this out. Well, I think the point you are making is that it is a day by day matter and you want them with you, with the brethren, as much as possible. So you begin to see that you not only regulate your household, but you also regulate yourself, and your own way of doing things, so that you can work this out. 

JS  As food is provided in the households and in the meetings, all eating the same spiritual food and drinking the same spiritual drink, there would be no need to specially segregate young people for this, do you think? 

WMcK  You say there is no need to? 

JS  What I am thinking is there used to be things like Sunday schools for example, but this idea of the same spiritual food and the same spiritual drink would mean that it is available for all. The youngest would get the manna just the same as the others, would he? 

WMcK  Exactly. So I think, generally speaking, this spiritual food and spiritual drink would be available in two places, your household and your local company. It would not be found at some other arrangement. The truth is to be worked out householdly and then locally. 

NJH  It has been said that the parents are in a mediatorial position between God and the children; that is something to consider is it? 

WMcK  Well, it is very important because they really represent God to their children so that is a considerable exercise; it is not just the natural link, but, as having children, and young people especially, you represent God in what He is towards us. The predominant thought would be grace, and grace is not looseness, grace is according to the truth, it is grace and truth. 

TMcL  I was just thinking that we all eat the same spiritual food and spiritual drink, but babies take milk and young children have to get the food cut up for them, but adults can take the plate set to them as it is. To be practical, the children might be a bit bored by a meeting like this; I do not want a separate Sunday school but I am very happy to have the children instructed at a level which they can appreciate. 

WMcK  Well, I think what you say is testing us. They may find this meeting boring, so we have to make it interesting for them, and we have to show them that the same quality of food is available to them, whatever their state of moral and spiritual development. The pure mental milk of the word would certainly be appropriate for children. I would think that both in our households and in our local companies there is opportunity to provide them with that kind of food. They do not need to go anywhere else for it, and as they develop spiritually then more substantial food is available. 

JS  I was thinking in connection with Ruth that handfuls of purpose were to be made available for her; there would be some ability to take account of what would be suitable for the various stages of growth, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes, I think that spirituality in parents and brethren would enable them to provide what is needed, according to the state of growth, the pure mental milk of the word would be available to the youngest child, and then, the oldest brother and sister certainly ought to be eating strong meat. 

NJH  In this epistle the Lord’s supper is placed in the assembly. Would you bring the bearing of the cup of blessing, that is referred to in verse 16 in chapter 10, into household relationships and relationships horizontally? 

WMcK  I think it would bear on that because one thing that would be maintained in our households is committal to the blood of the Christ. Householdly we are committed to the death of Christ and what that means, but then we are also committed to the communion of the body of the Christ, which means that there is an area where we have spiritual enjoyment together. 

JS  We all partake of that one loaf. If we do that, we are involved in this fellowship, so we are careful of all our links in fellowship, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes, we are. And I think as soon as our young people reach an age of understanding, we should encourage them to see that normally they should be among us partaking of that one loaf, they should be among the “we all”. 

SMcL  Is it not true to say that we need to have our tastes changed, generally speaking? Was that not one way of looking at the whole of the Old Testament, and certainly in the journey through the wilderness, the people had to have their tastes changed from what they were used to, to a new taste? 

WMcK  Exactly. And so I think that Peter had that in mind in referring to the pure mental milk of the word, that our tastes are changed and we are giving our minds to what is spiritual and pure. That does involve a change, because our natural tastes are like Esau’s, he wanted the red thing, he called it, something colourful, something tasty to the natural man, but what Rebecca prepared for Isaac was a kid of the goats, obtained through death. So, it is important to see that, as we go through these scriptures our tastes are being changed. The fact that the Spirit of God says spiritual food and spiritual drink shows that it is of a spiritual source. And he says here what it is, “a spiritual rock which followed them—now the rock was the Christ”. 

Well, that should encourage us, it may be somewhat difficult to work out these matters practically, but the Lord is following us up in grace. He is not ahead of us in this passage. The ark went before them in Numbers, but here He is following us because of our tendency to droop or maybe turn back, and there He is in all His grace, the spiritual rock. 

NJH  It could hardly be said that the children of Israel were spiritual on most of the journey, but the provision was there to complete it, is that right, and the spiritual food? 

WMcK  So, in Exodus 17, where the rock was smitten, it does not say they drank of it, but nevertheless the water flowed. When you come to Numbers 20 they drank of it, and their beasts. 

JS  It is very encouraging for us that if we are set on this way the rock is following us, Christ in His grace following to provide refreshing. We may droop or wilt, but the spiritual rock is there. 

WMcK  Yes, it is. And Mr. James Taylor said of this, that the Lord in His grace, became a water-carrier in order to furnish them with spiritual drink. Think of the Lord, even though He is glorified, in His service of grace to us, following us up, so that we are not thirsty, not unsatisfied, we are not hungry, we have spiritual food in our households in the manna and the passover, and in the assembly we have it in the Lord’s supper, we have it in the food of eternal life. All this is wonderfully strengthening and stimulating. 

JS  Is it important for us to be satisfied persons? 

WMcK  I thought that was the point where we read in 1 Corinthians 12, he says, “For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body”, that is the first thing, the Spirit of God is active in divine power to bring us into the body. It is not now baptism by water, it is the baptism of the Spirit, and in His power we have all been baptised into one body. Everyone who has the Holy Spirit belongs to the one body. Then it says, “and have all been given to drink of one Spirit”. We should all, therefore, be satisfied as given to drink of one Spirit. It is the same blessed divine Person who becomes the source of satisfaction to us and, as we know, we connect this rightly with the cup at the Lord’s supper. There is a connection too with what the Lord said in John 4 to the woman, that “whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”, John 4: 14. 

APG  In Matthew and Mark it says they all drank out of the cup. Would that help us in being in oneness among us, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes, it would. We are baptised into one body, so that natural distinctions disappear as we assemble, and then we are satisfied. One Spirit is really the source of the spiritual drink. 

GBG  As to being given to drink of one Spirit, would it also include what may come through the members of the body by the Spirit and cause satisfaction? 

WMcK  Yes, it would. John 7 would show that. The 

Lord said, “He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”, John 7: 38. Well, that is not just what is springing up in me or you individually, it is something more, rivers of living water are flowing out, which involves refreshment and satisfaction for others through drinking and believing. 

GBG  So that the person becomes like the Lord, is that right? 

WMcK  Yes, he becomes a source of satisfaction and stimulation to others. It is in mind that that should characterise us all, for we have all been baptised into one body, and we have all been given to drink of one Spirit. How wonderful to think of this as characterising us in our localities and thus providing a wonderful basis for the service of God to proceed among us in fulness and freshness. 

JS  It would ensure, therefore, that what is coming, operating through the body, is maintained in freshness, by our being given to drink of one Spirit. 

WMcK  Yes, so in that sense the body would never become immobile, arthritic or anything like that. It would be characterised by this freshness, by spiritual life out of death really. 

JS  I was thinking of the city at the end of Revelation, it has a river of water of life. It seems to me the means for things being kept fresh and in life. 

WMcK  Exactly. What a wonderful setting that is. While the full thought of the assembly is typified in that figure, yet something like that should be found in our localities. It really would lead to what Paul says to the Philippians, as to being joined in soul and thinking the same thing, and then he says, “thinking one thing” (Philippians 2: 2), this would be a practical result; that there would not be forty opinions if there were forty brethren in a meeting. There would be one thing, which is the result of the mind of Christ being among us, and that being operative, because all of us understand baptism into one body and drinking of one Spirit. 

JS  Could I just ask a question about a comment you made this morning in thanksgiving? You referred to the Lord’s personal body being in mind in “This is my body, which is for you”, 1 Corinthians 11: 24. Could you help us on that? 

WMcK  Well, it symbolises the body in which He was here as Man, in flesh and blood, and that is what was given up in death. That is what is before us, and as it says in chapter 11, verse 24, “This is my body, which is for you”. Well, it must be the Lord’s body as He was here that is in mind, and we discern that it is the Lord’s personal body in the loaf. I know we refer sometimes to the fact that the loaf includes every believer, which is not quite accurate, it includes every believer who has the Spirit, but that is not the prominent thought in the loaf, and it is clearly not a reference to the Lord’s body of glory. We do not appropriate that. We shall be like Him in His body of glory, but what we appropriate is His body as devoted in love to the will of God, and in which He went into death in love for us. That is what you understand, is it not? 

JS  Yes, that is how I understand the truth. I think it is important to realise what the Lord says about the Supper, ‘For the calling of me to mind’ (see footnote). It seems to be calculated to engage our affections with Himself principally. 

WMcK  Well, it is. The prominent thought is that it is the Lord’s personal body, “This is my body”, and I do not think really that the Lord is speaking about the thought of the assembly as His body. He is speaking about His own body, for He says, “this do in remembrance of me” or ‘For the calling of me to mind’. I hope we are all clear about that. Chapter 10 is a different thought, “we, being many, are one loaf”, but, as we have said, that is not the Lord’s supper. The emblems are there, the cup comes first because it is a question of the fellowship we have on the .ground of His death, but when it comes to the time of remembrance it is the Lord’s personal body and it is for a calling of Him to mind. 

JS  1 Corinthians 10 governs our associations in fellowship all the way through the week, especially in the wilderness setting, but when you come to 1 Corinthians 11 you are on the ground of the Lord’s day, the first day of the week. It is principally for the Lord Himself. 

WMcK  Yes. Actually 1 Corinthians 10 involves that we are in the wilderness, and our faithfulness to the Lord and our fidelity to His death are tested and proven. But in 1 Corinthians 11 we are in the assembly, and what is before us is His memorial and, as we break the bread it makes way for the Lord to come in and make Himself known. 

JS  So it is really a personal appeal from the Lord Himself, from the Lord Jesus, to every believer who loves Him, to do this because we love Him. 

WMcK  Exactly. So that if I really love the Lord the first thing I would want to do is act in relation to His request in love, “this do in remembrance of me”. 

Reading at Dundee
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Scripture references

Exodus 10:7-9 (JND) [7] And Pharaoh's bondmen said to him, How long shall this man be a snare to us? let the men go, that they may serve Jehovah their God: dost thou not yet know that Egypt is ruined? [8] And Moses and Aaron were brought again to Pharaoh. And he said to them, Go, serve Jehovah your God. Who are they that shall go? [9] And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters; with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we have a feast of Jehovah.

1 Corinthians 10:1-17 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;) [5] yet God was not pleased with the most of them, for they were strewed in the desert. [6] But these things happened [as] types of us, that we should not be lusters after evil things, as they also lusted. [7] Neither be ye idolaters, as some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. [8] Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed fornication, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. [9] Neither let us tempt the Christ, as some of them tempted, and perished by serpents. [10] Neither murmur ye, as some of them murmured, and perished by the destroyer. [11] Now all these things happened to them [as] types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come. [12] So that let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. …

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. [14] For also the body is not one member but many.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16:33 (JND) [33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed [them] from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:3 (JND) [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death?

Romans 6:5 (JND) [5] For if we are become identified with [him] in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of [his] resurrection;

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Numbers 20 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel, the whole assembly, came into the wilderness of Zin, in the first month; and the people abode at Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. [2] And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. [3] And the people contended with Moses, and spoke, saying, Would that we had died when our brethren died before Jehovah! …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 7:38 (JND) [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Philippians 2:2 (JND) [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing;

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



GOD SETTING THINGS OR PERSONS

W. McKillop 

Genesis 1: 16–18; 9: 12, 13, 16; Romans 3: 22–26; Ephesians 1: 19–21 

Perhaps the brethren will have noticed in the reading of these scriptures that they all refer to God’s setting certain things, or setting certain persons, and I would like to direct your attention to this great matter. I am not thinking in Genesis 1 exactly of the physical creation, although that is what is spoken of, but I am 

thinking of the moral universe into which God would bring men by the glad tidings. What is clear from Genesis 1 is that as the universe is marked by divine order and light it is intended to bring persons under the rule of heaven. So God made the two great lights. It does not say when He made them, they were undoubtedly made long before when He made the heavens and the earth. But there were two, the great light to rule the day and the small light to rule the night. 

Clearly what God intends in the preaching of the word of God is that men, who are generally characterised by lawlessness, should be affected by divine grace and mercy and be brought under divine rule. So these two lights are intended for the purpose of rule. Not an arbitrary rule, for they refer to the heavenly influence and rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the heavenly influence and rule of the assembly in the time of His absence. So God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth. That is, the sphere into which God would bring men morally and spiritually through His word is of the greatest possible advantage. Men are brought into a sphere of divine light. Indeed the apostle Paul was told as part of his commission that he was to turn men from darkness to light, and the light to which they were to be turned is clearly the light of God in Christ, that is the great light referred to here typically in Genesis 1. 

But God set them in the expanse of the heavens, meaning that all men were in His mind, it was to affect the whole race. The expanse of the heavens would show how extensive the thought of God was as He brought in this great light; He was thinking about all men. He intended that all men should come into divine light, they should be turned from darkness to light, so He commands all men everywhere to repent. The commandment to repent is intended to bring lawless persons, through repentance, under divine rule. We do not need to 

enlarge on the lawlessness that is all about us in the world because it is obvious to every thinking person. The race is governed, apart from the work of God and the presence of the Spirit on the basis of the death of Christ, by the principle of lawlessness. This will soon be seen in a full-blown way as the apostle told the Thessalonians, “the lawless one shall be revealed”, 2 Thessalonians 2: 8. It is solemn to think that in this western world where the light of God shone so brightly for centuries, soon there will be someone appear who is called the lawless one, and what he will bring in is absolute moral darkness. 

In the meantime God is appealing to men, and to every one of us, to come under the blessed influence of the light that He has set in the expanse of the heavens. You notice, “to give light on the earth”, that is it comes to us where we are. When the Lord Jesus came into this world by incarnation, He came as the light of the world. He is not now in the world but He is in the expanse of the heavens, that is light is coming to men from Christ in that place of exaltation. 

So God intends to bring every person into the blessedness of being in such a sphere, where there is light and where there is rule, the beneficent rule of heaven, and to divide between the light and the darkness. God did that in the physical creation, and what He would do by the word of God in every preaching is to divide between light and darkness in the souls and minds of men. 

One writer in scripture says, “Woe to them ... who put darkness for light, and light for darkness”, Isaiah 5: 20. There are undoubtedly many persons on the earth today that cannot distinguish light from darkness because the word of God has had no entrance into them. 

Therefore they do not understand that God has placed Christ in the position of supremacy, and that He also has placed the assembly for the great advantage of believers as providing light and rule during the night, during the period of the Lord’s actual absence from this scene. 

The glad tidings really are to open the eyes of persons, so that they should take in by faith that there is heavenly light shining in Christ where He is, as we sang in the hymn at the beginning, 

‘O the glory of the grace, 

Shining in the Saviour’s face!’ (Hymn 438) 

That is heavenly light shining in the Saviour in His heavenly position. Then down here, during His absence, heavenly light is shining, reflected light of course, but nevertheless divine light is shining through persons who have been brought into the assembly on the ground of redemption and by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I read the passage in Genesis 9 because God was speaking about what He had done and God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I set between me and you and every living soul that is with you, for everlasting generations”. Think of God committing Himself unreservedly to something like this. The flood, of course, is a great figure of the judgment of God expressed in the death of Christ. You remember it says that when the waters attained their full height Noah alone remained and what was with him in the ark. That is morally true today, the only evidence of life according to God is in persons who are with Christ in His present position in the testimony. But here God is speaking about the fact that He is still thinking about everlasting generations. How many generations have there been since the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus? I do not know, perhaps somebody here does, but God is saying that regardless of how many there are from that point, I have set my bow in the clouds. There Christ is as the evidence of the mercy and goodness of God. It is not the sun in this passage, it is the rainbow, “I set my bow in the clouds”, and then He says, “And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it”. Think of God looking upon Christ where He is in relation to God’s blessed attitude towards men! Nothing can alter this, “I set my bow in the clouds”. 

Think of God so delighting in Christ that He refers to Him typically in this way, “I set my bow in the clouds”. I suppose the clouds would represent what may darken, but even if they shut out the light of the sun for a time, God is saying, What I see in that is what I have established there in Christ out of death and glorified. So He says, “that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living soul of all flesh that is upon the earth”. Every living soul, that includes you and me, all of us here and all others that are on the earth. Think of God looking at the bow in the cloud and saying to us, in language we can understand, “that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living soul”. It is not that God forgets things, not as we do; when He says, “that I may remember”. He is speaking in a way that we can understand. It is intended to affect us that, as God looks on Christ in this blessed way, He remembers His attitude towards the race and towards the whole earth, for He says, “every living soul of all flesh that is upon the earth”. It is not confined to any group of persons or any nations, but God is saying, I still have the same universal outlook as in Genesis 1, the expanse of the heavens. As He looks on the bow He is thinking about how He is committing Himself, for He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. That is the God who is speaking to us in the glad tidings. 

I referred to Romans because it is another presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ. It brings out God’s delight in the mercy-seat, and the mercy-seat is, of course, our Lord Jesus Christ. The great issue in this epistle as we know is righteousness. When the apostle writes “all have sinned”, it means they have been lawless and unrighteous, and that refers to all of us, we have all been like that, but God is thinking about His righteousness, but He is also thinking about His grace and mercy and the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. So it says, “whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”. Wonderful matter that God at the present time is thinking about men from this point of view, although “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”. God has set forth Christ as a mercy-seat and He is available to every person through faith in His blood. So He says, “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all”, that is no one is missed out, it is towards all. If all have sinned, righteousness of God is towards all but by faith of Jesus Christ, that is, that Person becomes the object of faith. The preaching of the word of God is that our Lord Jesus Christ might become the object of your faith. If He does, then the righteousness of God is not only towards you but it is upon you. You notice the apostle says, first “towards all”, which would be all, but it is “upon all those who believe”. 

That brings up the solemn question. Are we all believers, in this room, on our Lord Jesus Christ? It is simple to say that the gospel really segregates the human race into two classes, those who believe and those who do not. The solemn thing is that those who do not believe are still in their sins, and the righteousness of God, which is towards them in its blessedness, is not upon them because they have not believed in the Lord Jesus, who has accomplished redemption which expresses in its fulness the grace of God. The righteousness of God is “upon all those who believe”. It goes on to say, “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”. Not only has the Lord Jesus accomplished redemption but also the redemption is in Christ Jesus; it is in that blessed Man in His present position in the heavens. Think of being justified freely by God’s grace, because we have faith in the blood of Christ. It is not, as is often said, when you are justified it is as though you had never sinned, that could not be, but you are not held to account, because the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin. We cannot change the fact that we have sinned, God has not overlooked it, but He has provided a remedy for it in the blood of the Lord Jesus. And so He says, “whom God has set forth a mercy-seat”, that is the way God has come out in mercy, in grace, and not in judgment. The present, thank God, is not a time of judgment, it is a time for the dispensing of grace, the dispensing of mercy, and it is for the unrighteous, the lawless, those who have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

I would say, too, that those of us who are believers should rejoice with God in the fact that He has set forth Christ as a mercy-seat. How that should appeal to our spiritual affections that this blessed Man, God has set Him forth, it is not a hidden matter, it is not a question of searching it out, God has set forth a mercy-seat. It is an established matter and God delights in it, and those of us who believe through grace rejoice that the mercy-seat is there in all its blessedness for men. 

I referred to the passage in Ephesians 1 because again we have our Lord Jesus Christ spoken of, and it is the greatest exercise of the power of God, which is expressed in this scripture, “what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe”. These are the persons who have come under the rule of the great light, the persons who see the bow in the cloud. If you remember, referring to the bow in the cloud, Ezekiel likens the appearance of the man he saw above the expanse, he says, “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain”, Ezekiel 1: 28. The prophet had a prophetic vision really, not understanding it as we do, that it was Christ, and as he looked at that man who was above the expanse it reminded him of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain. Well, we have that really because it says and “he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies”. This is a higher position than what we read of in Genesis 1, there it was the expanse of the heavens, but this is the heavenlies, an intensified thought of heaven, and God has set Christ down at His right hand in the heavenlies. 

What precedes that is this wonderful working of “the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”. The greatest exercise of the power of God that ever could be was in raising Christ from among the dead. In fact Mr. Raven says at one point that this was the greatest exertion of the power of God raising Christ from among the dead, and raising all the other dead will just be, so to speak, a matter of detail. God had shown in the presence of the universe the might of His strength in the resurrection of Christ, but, having raised Him from among the dead, it says He “set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies”. You notice that the exercise of this power, according to verse 19, is towards us who believe. God intends that believers should begin to understand what is in the heavenlies. We understand, of course, that persons need their sins forgiven, and that having their sins forgiven they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and that is another matter I would speak about briefly. 

Are you conscious that you have received the Holy Spirit? It is God’s prerogative to give the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him, but are you conscious that you have received the Holy Spirit? As we were saying in the reading, one evidence of it is that you want to be with the brethren, and I think a leading indication of it would be that you want to remember the Lord Jesus. If you have received your eternal salvation through Him, and if God has given you the Holy Spirit, you want to be among those who are remembering the Lord Jesus. But then, I think we all want to be among those who are interested in what is in the heavenlies. You might say, Why should we be interested in that? Well, it is because the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies. If I am a believer who is accustomed to being moved inwardly by the Holy Spirit, I want to know what those things are. It is not good enough to say that one day we will have the actuality; the gift of the Spirit is given that we might enjoy these things now together, while we are still here, and that we might understand more fully they relate to the blessed Man whom God has set down at His right hand in the heavenlies. He is in the place of power; on the cross once He was in the place of outward weakness, but now He is in the place of almighty power. 

What will help us as we go through the wilderness is that He is in that position, as Hebrews shows, and functioning that we might reach what the heavenlies speak of. It is quite right that the Lord, in His priestly service, helps us in the wilderness, but the real point in His priestly service is that we might reach the land, which is typical of the heavenlies, and that we might together enjoy those spiritual blessings that we have been blessed with. And so, I would commend to us, beloved brethren, and especially to the beloved young people, that you keep your eye on the One who is “the leader and completer of faith”. As we go through the wilderness, starting tomorrow, we need to look stedfastly on “Jesus the leader and completer of faith”. It says of Him in Hebrews 12, that He is set down at the right hand of the throne. I will read the verse to have it accurately. Hebrews 12: 2, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith—who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. There is One there who is for you in all your wilderness experience as you go through it and you look stedfastly on Him. The footnote tells us that it means to look stedfastly on someone to the exclusion of other things. So that you are single-eyed for Christ, and He is acting in a most affecting and powerful way to carry you through the wilderness so that you may enjoy what the heavenly land is; He is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. Wonderful that all that is toward us! 

It should encourage us greatly, I believe, to think of Christ in the way of which we have spoken of Him; the great light set in the expanse of the heavens, the bow set in the cloud, the mercy-seat set forth, and then set down at God’s right hand in the heavenlies. But in all these thoughts, it is what He is towards us, what He is as available to us. What I would desire for us is that He might become more and more to us in these ways as a result of this preaching, whatever its limitations may be. 

There is no limitation with the blessed Man who is at the right hand of the throne of God. He is active in order that we might be carried safely through, and that we might enjoy together the blessedness of our heavenly portion. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Dundee, 24 August 2003 

EXTRACT 

What you see here (John 7: 53) is that every man went to his own home; this was how matters stood. But there was one Man who did not go to any home on earth. He went to the mount of Olives. We see how one Man in the crisis can be effective by maintaining a link with heaven; that is what the mount of Olives stands for. And early in the morning He comes again into the temple. Then we have the working out of the exercises of this chapter in the next. The Lord comes in and teaches; “All the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them”. What appeals to me is that in the midst of this confusion the people of God are to be taught, and that not according to the education of a university, but with thoughts that are like the Teacher Himself. What is needed is one coming from the mount of Olives, and that suggests a heavenly Teacher; the Holy Spirit is the prominent feature. The secret is that we have access to heaven by the Spirit. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 23, p.203) 
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Scripture references

Genesis 1:16-18 (JND) [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars. [17] And God set them in the expanse of the heavens, to give light on the earth, [18] and to rule during the day and during the night, and to divide between the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Genesis 9:12-16 (JND) [12] And God said, This is the sign of the covenant that I set between me and you and every living soul that is with you, for everlasting generations: [13] I set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be for a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. [14] And it shall come to pass when I bring clouds over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, [15] and I will remember my covenant which is between me and you and every living soul of all flesh; and the waters shall not henceforth become a flood to destroy all flesh. [16] And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living soul of all flesh that is upon the earth.

Romans 3:22-26 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference; [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

Ephesians 1:19-21 (JND) [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, [21] above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come;

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (JND) [8] and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming;

Isaiah 5:20 (JND) [20] Woe unto them who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

Genesis 9 (JND) [1] And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. [2] And let the fear of you and the dread of you be upon every animal of the earth, and upon all fowl of the heavens: upon all that moveth [on] the ground; and upon all the fishes of the sea: into your hand are they delivered. [3] Every moving thing that liveth shall be food for you: as the green herb I give you everything. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ezekiel 1:28 (JND) [28] As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of Jehovah. And when I saw, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

John 7:53 (JND) [53] And every one went to his home.
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