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THE LAST ADAM A QUICKENING SPIRIT

W. McKiIlop 

1 Corinthians 15: 45; Romans 8: 9 (last clause); John 20: 20 (last sentence)—23; 2 Corinthians 3: 17, 18 

What I would like to speak about, beloved brethren, with the Lord’s help, is how the Lord is presented as the “last Adam”. It is not a title of the Lord that we hear spoken much among us, but from one point of view you could hardly think of anything more important to us as bearing on the question of life among us. The apostle says, “the last Adam a quickening spirit”, or as the note says, a ‘making alive’ spirit. We are more familiar generally with such titles of Christ as the Lord Jesus and Jesus Christ, the Son of God, but here the apostle deliberately selects this title of Christ, the last Adam. The contrast with the first man Adam is apparent. It really needs no comment. The first man Adam became a living soul, that was by the breath of God creationally. We should be able to understand that, because it is on that principle that we have received our physical being, but something of far greater glory and excellence is the spiritual order of things in which we are to have part. We are very accustomed to the physical world, and as we see it we can take account of it, but that is not the final order of things. God has brought it in, in His wisdom, in order to work out His eternal thoughts, but finally the whole universe will be spiritual, and it must be so because God is a Spirit. Indeed the very fact that our natural bodies are not in view for eternal conditions is clear in this chapter. The apostle says, “It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body—if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one”. Ultimately we shall have spiritual bodies. In the meantime what is spiritual is being worked out in these natural bodies and being worked out by the last Adam a quickening spirit. 

You will notice how careful the apostle is in his use of language, “Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul”. He was not that until after God formed him; He breathed into him. But there is no suggestion that the last Adam became anything; it says, “the last Adam a quickening spirit”. As John presents Him in chapter one of his gospel, he says “In him was life”. But then, the communication of life through quickening required the accomplishment of redemption and especially as this chapter shows, the great thought of resurrection. That the Lord was the last Adam when He was here is undoubtedly true, but He was not acting in the communication of life out of death because redemption had to be accomplished. The natural order had to be finished for God—and is finished for faith—in the death and burial of Christ and the spiritual order of things had to come into view in His resurrection. It is a very great matter to contrast the first man Adam with the last Adam. It is not, you will notice, as we sometimes say, the second Adam. There is no second Adam. There was a first man Adam, but the last Adam a quickening spirit. 

A good many years ago on this continent, the Lord’s servant, Mr Taylor Snr., gave a remarkable address (J.T. N.S. Vol. 48, pp.182, 183) in which he spoke about the Lord becoming His own Spirit as coming into manhood; that points to the fact that He existed previously. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, John 1: 1. You and I had no prior existence and we have received our spirits from God, but something additional is needed, and especially what is needed is that we should apprehend by faith the last Adam a quickening spirit, or as the note says a ‘making alive’ spirit. We were all morally dead toward God, the death of Christ proved that. His death showed that everyone else was morally dead, “that one died for all, then all have died”. And so all that is intended to help us distinguish in our minds between the natural and the spiritual and to look away more and more from the natural to the spiritual. The apostle speaks about actual facts as to our history. He says “that which is spiritual was not first, but that which is natural”. The question is whether we have come to what he goes on to say, “then that which is spiritual”. Have we had to do with the last Adam consciously and truly so that we are living in what is spiritual increasingly? 

I do not want you to think that I am being unrealistic in saying that, because the best husband and father is a spiritual man, the best wife and mother is a spiritual woman. Those who have the least spiritual influence in their households are those who live principally in what is natural. You need to think about this. I would say to the young people here who are unmarried: in due course the question will come up in your history as to marriage in the Lord and it will be an important matter for you to conclude that your marriage should be truly in the Lord and should be on this principle of moving from what is just natural to what is spiritual. The same thing needs to be true of us at any stage of life. I think it would be shameful if the things which might appeal naturally to the younger men here were to have a great appeal to me. It would be no credit to me as a subject of the work of God, no credit as a person who has come under the hand of the last Adam. There is a great deal that could be said about the Lord as the last Adam, but you can search it out in the ministry for yourself. God really intends that the last Adam should be the source of life in the spiritual universe—“the last Adam a quickening spirit”. The Lord showed that He was, in the sense of power, when He raised Lazarus and others, but for us everything now is related to Him as out of death. The last Adam means there is no other to come. That is a great thing to reach in my history, that I have come to the one Man that God has ordained, and for me there will be no other! 

I referred to the verse in Romans 8 because I think it is related to this passage. The apostle is speaking about the change of the body, but then he introduces, 

you might say almost abruptly, this thought that “if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. If you have not the Spirit of Christ it would mean that you have not had to do with the last Adam, you have not come under His hand. The Spirit of Christ is a great subjective thought involving the life and character of that blessed Man coming out in us. It is very solemn that “if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. Regardless of what profession anyone might make, if he has not the Spirit of Christ he has not come under the hand of the last Adam and he has not been quickened by the last Adam a quickening spirit. The evidence of quickening is that subjectively the Spirit of Christ is seen in the believer. 

Now a lot more could be said about the Spirit in this chapter; as we know, it has often been called the Spirit’s chapter and there are probably seventeen references to the Spirit in various connections in it. But the one that I want to have you focus on is this, “if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. Of course, the converse would be true, if anyone has the Spirit of Christ he is of Him. That would be, I should think, the ground that through grace we would take, that we have the Spirit of Christ and therefore we are of Him. The last Adam has quickened us into life toward God and the spiritual life that we enjoy among the brethren is the evidence that we have come under the hand of the last Adam. 

John 20 is clearly presenting the Lord to us as the last Adam although the title is not used in the chapter. But He comes in after His resurrection, as He is about to ascend to His Father and our Father and to His God and our God, and He speaks about peace to them twice, “And having said this; he shewed to them his hands and his side”. We can think of the Lord’s hands entering into what we read in chapter 9 of John’s gospel, that He made mud of the spittle—that would be with His hands—and then He applied it as ointment to the man’s eyes. But then the reference to His side would allude to the fact that there is a vessel, the assembly, that is wholly spiritual because it is out of Christ. We often say, and it is not wrong, that the assembly can trace its origin to the death of Christ, but I think it is more accurate to say that the assembly’s origin can be traced to the side of the heavenly Man. That is really what Paul has to say in Ephesians, “we are of his flesh, and of his bones”, and then he says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. To refer also just in passing, because we need to become more refined in our thoughts about how scripture presents matters, when it says, “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isaiah 53: 11), that is not exactly the thought of the assembly. That is more what we are severally as persons who have come out of His sufferings and His death. The grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying and bearing much fruit is not exactly the thought of the assembly, it is what we are severally as coming out of the death of Christ and living in His life out of death. But the true heavenly thought of the assembly is that she is out of the ascended Man and so the assembly is set to be His fulness; “the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1: 23. In John 20 the Lord was thinking about His own. It is not the assembly as such but persons like ourselves, we are so many persons here, and as the Lord came to them and spoke to them, then it says that, “having said this, he breathed into them”. 

Now to interest the younger brethren in this matter so that they will look into it, the thought of breath in John’s gospel is a higher thought than water flowing out of your belly. You get in chapter 7 that the person who believes on Christ, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7: 38). But breath is a higher thought, especially bearing on assembly function and particularly having in mind service Godward, that the service is proceeding in the life and power towards God of the last Adam. As the last Adam, the Lord really stands alone because of no one else could it be said, “the last Adam a quickening spirit”. We have part in sonship with the 

Lord Jesus, but it could not be said of us, a quickening spirit; He is unique in that respect. He is enabling them to act in His grace and power during the time of His absence. I am sure the absence has been long for the Lord as well as for us, going on nearly two thousand years. 

What He had in mind, as this passage would indicate, is that the power and grace of His life should govern persons in all their functions whether man-ward or God-ward. He says, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit”. That would be anticipative. The Holy Spirit did not actually come until Acts 2, but it is the spirit and life of the ascending Man that is breathed into them. But now the Spirit has come and the spirit and power and life of the ascended Man is to come out in us in the way we function. I am not thinking of going into the detail. We all know what it is to have to function in our localities, but I would just say, as has often been said, remitting comes before retention, showing that if it is at all possible the Lord would say, ‘if you remit, that is what I would do’. 

I touch on the passage in 2 Corinthians 3, which is well known to us. What I would like to suggest to the brethren for consideration is that the Lord is presented in this passage, as I have been speaking of Him, that is, as bearing on the service of God. In verse 17 Paul says “now the Lord is the Spirit”. I see a connection between that remark and what is in 1 Corinthians 15, “the last Adam a quickening spirit”. As we go on in this passage, we find that “the Spirit of the Lord” is mentioned, and “the Lord the Spirit” which would clearly be the Holy Spirit, but the apostle would remind us that in the working out of things spiritually in the assembly, and particularly in the service of God, “the Lord is the Spirit”; that is, He is the source of things subjectively. The Spirit Himself is the power of reception and the power of formation, but the Lord is really the source of things in the assembly as He will be in the whole universe of God. The whole universe will derive its life from Christ. The last Adam will cause the whole universe to live eternally in its affections Godward; that is clearly in view in what is said here, “the Lord is the Spirit”. Then “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” indicates a realm in which things cannot be too sharply divided, and that is good because it helps us to rely on spirituality and not on acuity of mind naturally. The most intelligent natural man could not distinguish for you between “the Lord is the Spirit” and “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”. But the Spirit-taught believer who has come under the hand of the last Adam can intelligently follow what the apostle is saying. He can understand that on Lord’s day in the service of God the last Adam is the source of things in us but that all proceeds in the liberty and power of the Spirit of God. 

That is what I had to say, beloved brethren, and I commend it to you because it is an immensely interesting matter, one that is well worth following up. This title or name of Christ, which only appears once, conveys what is almost immeasurable when you begin to think of it, “the last Adam a quickening spirit”. May the Spirit of God help us to lay hold of these things and follow them up so that we come under the hand of the Lord Jesus increasingly as the last Adam. As we do, we shall find we are being formed by His grace and power to have part in what is entirely spiritual and heavenly. That is really what is in view. 

When the Lord comes in at the breaking of bread He has in mind what is spiritual and heavenly and final, because we really touch not only what is heavenly but also what is final. 

We can say worshipfully too that as we go on in the service of God, having to do with divine Persons, we touch the fulness of the revelation of God, the way God has come out. May the Lord bless the word to us. 

Address at Adelaide
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:

John 20:20 (JND) [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (JND) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 7:38 (JND) [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …



ACCEPTANCE OF THE WILDERNESS

J. Wright 

Exodus 15: 22; 16: 4, 13–15, 23–25, 30, 31; 17: 1–16; Numbers 21: 4–9, 14–18 

1 feel led, beloved brethren, to speak of the wilderness and particularly our acceptance of the wilderness. I .believe it is necessary to have wilderness experience if we are to be rightly in divine things. Mr Stoney spoke of it more as an experience rather than as a place; as we know it forms part of God’s ways with us, not His purpose. It is a place of divine provision. The woman in Revelation 12 who bore the male child “fled into the wilderness, where she has there a place prepared of God, that they should nourish her there a thousand two hundred and sixty days” (Revelation 12: 6). The wilderness brings us to our daily experiences. A believer’s history is made up of days, the assembly’s history is made up of weeks. Our daily experience with God is a vital thing. If we are to enter into the truth in reality it means that we have daily experience with God. Otherwise there is unreality and shallowness about us. 

We can never know and enjoy rightly the privileges that are open to us in the assembly unless we have this daily experience with God in a wilderness connection. In the history of Israel, they came out of Egypt, went through the wilderness and then went into the land; it was not until they had accepted the wilderness that they went into the land. With us the experience is somewhat different because I think the wilderness and the land experiences go on together. 

The more we are with God and dependent on Him in the wilderness setting, the freer we are in the scene of privilege; conversely, the more we enter into our privileges, the greater power we shall have in the wilderness setting. So we can see, beloved brethren, it is necessary for us to have wilderness experience. 

The wilderness is what the world becomes to a believer. It is not that his external circumstances are changed, but it is in the same circumstances that morally the sphere which once was Egypt becomes a wilderness. I wonder how much that is really true of us. I am impressed in looking at Mr Darby’s songs how much the wilderness experience enters into them. The atmosphere of heaven is in his songs, yet he speaks much of the wilderness and of what he found in the wilderness, the God that he found. Beloved brethren, the God that he found is the God that we can find in the wilderness, it is the same God. I would like to encourage our hearts to accept the wilderness; we come into it through understanding what baptism means. The people here had just celebrated a wondrous victory in the song in chapter 15, a song of deliverance from Egypt, a song of deliverance from the world. What penetration was in that song, how far it took them, it took them right into the land! It shows what God has in His mind, beloved brethren, as He has taken us up; immediately He takes us up. He has His own thoughts for us, rich thoughts in purpose for us. But along with that are His ways in the wilderness. On the one hand it is to bring home to us what we are as in the flesh; on the other hand it brings home to us what God is. It brings us into an experience where we are entirely dependent upon God—that is what the wilderness means. If the world is a wilderness, I am entirely dependent upon God because I find no resource in the world; there is nothing in the world now that ministers to me or can minister to me. 

That is what the waters of Marah mean, that things I once had pleasure in, things that once I found my resource in, things that minister to my taste can no longer minister to me. It is the preparedness to face the suffering in the flesh. Peter brings it out—“he that has suffered in the flesh has done with sin, no longer to live the rest of his time in the flesh to men’s lusts, but to God’s will”, 1 Peter 4: 1, 2. Paul goes further in what he says in Romans 6, that we have died to sin, and we have 

to reckon ourselves dead to sin. We find that things are bitter to us. The Israelites were in a position where they were under the ordering of God. It was not their own will, their own designs that they came there; they were under the ordering of God. It is a wonderful thing to realise that our circumstances are under the ordering of God and that they are the best circumstances for us. You may not think so; you may think there is bitterness, you may think you would be better off somewhere else. We feel that often when we are young, that we would be better off somewhere else, we would be better off enjoying some of the things that others enjoy. Those things are only temporary, they are the temporary pleasures of sin for a season and they bring no lasting satisfaction, it is a good thing, however, to be in an area under the ordering of God, you could not be in a better place. Really at this point the children of Israel could not have been in a better place. They thought otherwise, they thought they would be better going back to Egypt, but they were in the very best place in the ordering of God for them. 

They murmured, but this wonderful section of Exodus brings out what God is in grace. Later on you get the righteous demands of God, the demands of love but there are no demands of God in this section. He meets everything in wondrous grace. It brings out the knowledge of God and we all need to start that way, with the knowledge of what God is towards us in grace. If we complain, if we murmur, He meets it in grace. He meets it with His own provision and we are dependent on what God will provide. So am I really, truly dependent on God? Well, they murmured here and they could not drink the water but God showed Moses wood. It says, “And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet” (Exodus 15: 25). We get a view of Christ as the blessed Man who was here for the will of God, committed to the will of God, going into death. He went into death for you and He went into death for me. To see Christ in 

those circumstances, in that condition, going into death makes the waters sweet; you find sweetness, you find that which would refresh you. We might think that things are hard and difficult, that God is hard, that God is making things difficult for us but think of what there was in Christ! There was never any murmur or complaint from Christ. He always did the things that pleased the Father. He always pleased Him and He always obeyed; in the most difficult and trying circumstances. He always obeyed, “becoming obedient”, it says, “even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Philippians 2: 8. I trust that we may get some impression of Christ, that He might be magnified before us. We cannot face the wilderness without Him and really it is intended to draw us to Him. 

So they drank these waters and then Jehovah speaks about His commandments and His statutes. He says, ‘if you will obey these I will put none of the complaints upon thee that I have put upon the Egyptians’. Think of what is upon men in the world today, notwithstanding the scientific achievements there are and the great exploits among them. Think of the ravages that come into families because family life is all disrupted. When the ordinances of God are set aside, family life is disrupted, that is one of the complaints of Egypt. God says, I will not put them upon you, “I am Jehovah who healeth thee” (Exodus 15: 26). It is a wonderful thing that God is known as a Healer. These persons had reminiscences of Egypt, but they had known what it was to be in bondage to sin and that is what Egypt typifies, it is bondage to sin, doing our own will. But God describes Himself as “Jehovah who healeth thee”. 

We come to the next chapter, there is no food and they murmur again. And God provides the manna. There had been nothing like it before, typical of Christ once humbled here; the One who was here for God’s will, who was here for His pleasure. It affected me in the reading that Mr Darby said that as newly converted the first thing he appreciated as to Christ was He was One who never did anything for Himself. Think of that! He could have done miracles to improve His own circumstances. The enemy suggested to Him that He should make some stones into bread when He was hungry, but He did not do it. He never did a miracle for Himself. The miracles He did were to help others; they were also used to glorify God but the miracles He did were for others, not for Himself. He never sought to improve His circumstances here. He was in poor and lowly circumstances. Paul says in writing to the Corinthians, “ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” is the manna that we feed upon, what we draw upon, however difficult our circumstances might appear. When Paul had the thorn for the flesh he besought the Lord three times that it might depart from him, but it was not the Lord’s mind that it should depart from him, the Lord said to him, “My grace suffices thee”, 2 Corinthians 12: 9. I think the manna speaks of the grace there was in Christ, the One who was here in lowly circumstances, but we are to know Him now where He is—the same blessed Person—and draw upon that grace that is so readily available. 

So they saw the manna, “something fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground”. They said one to another, “What is it?” We might ask that question, “What is it?” There has never been anything like it! The lowly dependent Man, the One who had power to command everything, was here in dependence upon God. He was cast upon God from His mother’s womb (Psalm 22: 10). Think of who He is in the glory of His Person and yet He was here in lowly manhood; there has been nothing like it. We also get the taste of it later, “and it was like coriander-seed, white; and the taste of it was like cake with honey”. Well, this was to be the daily experience of the children of Israel. Now the manna fell upon the dew; as we start the day with the Spirit of God He would give us, in the morning, some impression of Christ. (I trust that we each have a relationship with the Spirit of God; I cannot see how we can go through a day without speaking to the Spirit of God and depending upon Him). The Spirit would do that, and as having that impression of Christ we would desire to be here for God’s will, for God’s pleasure. How are we going to spend the day? Are we going to spend it for our own gratification? What would that yield? Will it yield anything positive; spending it for our gratification? Or are we going to spend it for God’s will, for God’s pleasure. Well, the grace from Christ is needed for that; draw upon it, it is readily available. 

Then the sabbath is introduced in connection with the manna. God would have us brought into rest. It is a real experience to find your rest in Christ. God finds His pleasure and rest in Christ. He found His rest originally in creation but that was spoilt by the incoming of sin; but now His rest in Christ can never ever be spoilt or disturbed, and God would have us rest in Christ. He says in Matthew 11, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11: 28). Whatever your condition, whatever your circumstances, if you are here for God’s will and God’s pleasure you will find rest in Christ. You will never find it if you are pursuing your own will, pursuing your own things, but as you are here for God’s will and God’s pleasure you can find your rest in Christ. 

In Exodus 17 the question of water comes up again, the question of thirst and the need for satisfaction and refreshment. I think in these early chapters, God has in mind refreshment for His people. We did not say anything about Elim and the twelve springs of water and the seventy palm trees, but I think that is what we have experienced together. In our comings together God makes that provision in the circumstances in which we are. It is a wonderful thing to have the experience of coming to the twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees. I think we experience that among the saints. 

Then this question of water comes up again, the need of life and refreshment. There is nothing in the wilderness to refresh us, nothing to minister to us, and God speaks to Moses about smiting the rock. It is a very affecting thing that the Lord Jesus had to suffer, not from men, in this reference, but from God. He did suffer from men, He suffered from men for righteousness’ sake; but He suffered from God so that the murmuring condition and state that so often marks us according to flesh might be judged. God judged it; He condemned it in Christ. He had to be smitten of God. We often refer to the three hours of darkness on the cross of the Lord Jesus. Think of what it meant for Him to be smitten of God, to be forsaken of God and to go into death. He was “stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”, the prophet says (Isaiah 53: 4). It was that the water might flow; that the Spirit might be available to us; that we might have life and refreshment. How this is intended, beloved brethren, to endear Christ to us, that He suffered in such a way that we might be refreshed in the wilderness. 

Well that provision was made and then Amalek comes up; the enemy attacks. You know, if you are going to be here for God’s pleasure, you can expect the enemy to attack. He acts through the flesh; he may bring in some temptation. Satan may suggest some temptation to you. From the book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 25: 17) we know that it was those who lagged behind and those who were weak that Amalek smote. The scripture tells us when they came out of Egypt they were all strong, but how quickly deterioration came in. How quickly, beloved brethren, deterioration can come in if we are not maintained in our vital links with Christ and our vital links with the Spirit. So Amalek comes up and he necessitates conflict. 

We have to resist the devil, if he brings in a temptation; scripture says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”, James.4: 7. If you resist him, he will flee. Of course, the Lord Jesus overcame him and he had to leave Him. He brought every temptation to bear against the Lord Jesus and He met it by the word of God. Resist him—he knows what our reactions are to things and he will bring in some temptation—but resist him. This conflict has to go on and it is not an easy matter. It is a fluctuating matter here. 

I do not think Moses, Aaron and Hur were a type of Christ personally here but of what is representative of Christ among His own. Moses is that element among the saints that would represent the authority of Christ. It is a question whether that is maintained in my soul. Will I give way? We have to think whether the authority of Christ personally is maintained. If it is maintained, the enemy is defeated! We overcome Amalek when the authority of Christ is maintained, but it may not always be maintained in our souls. Then supporting that was Aaron and Hur. Aaron is what is priestly, and if we are set for what is right there is the priestly service of Christ as we know it. I believe we should find among the saints that priestly element that would support what is right. If we have right desires then there is Hur, who represents purity. There must be what is pure and this conflict goes on but the victory is won. It is won by Joshua and he overcomes Amalek by the edge of the sword, by the word of God. 

The young men that John refers to in his epistle have overcome the wicked one. The word of God is in them and they have overcome the wicked one and yet they are in danger of the world. “Love not the world, nor the things in the world”, 1 John 2: 15. It shows that this conflict is to go on; conflict with Amalek is not a conflict which can cease. Moses says, “Jehovah will have war with Amalek from generation to generation!” Moses built an altar and called it “Jehovah-nissi”, meaning ‘Jehovah my banner’. It is a wonderful thing to have an experience of victory, to go through your wilderness pathway and get a sense of victory, of divine help. It is not what we are able to do in our own strength, but in dependence on God we get victory. It is a landmark in your history; it helps you in your soul; it gives you confidence in God; and he says, “Jehovah will have war with Amalek from generation to generation!”. Before that he says, “For the hand is on the throne of Jah”. I have often wondered what that means. I think the throne of Jah would speak of what is in the heart of the believer. The question is whether the authority of God is maintained there in the heart of the believer, or whether the enemy can challenge it, and dispute it, and displace the authority of God. 

In Numbers 21 we come to the end of the wilderness journey. The more you go on you find that the flesh does not change. The flesh was no better in these people at this point than it was in the beginning. They said, “our soul loathes this light bread”. That is what the flesh is. Mr Stoney said that the very best in us, the very best in nature hates Christ. That is a very challenging thing, is it not? The people murmured here and God sent fiery serpents among them and the people were bitten. They were bitten because of what they were in their lawlessness, but the answer was in the serpent of brass lifted up. The Lord says in John’s gospel, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3: 14). We come again to the sufferings of Christ upon the cross, where He who knew no sin was made sin, and where God condemned sin in the flesh in Christ. The serpent of brass means that God has got to the root of things; sin in the flesh has been judged. The enemy is behind it, of course, he is the source of it, but God has dealt with it, “thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

Eternal life is what is enjoyed beyond the Jordan. God’s mind is that we should have it, that we should not perish. I do not think that means to perish eternally. That means perishing now, perishing in the wilderness. How many carcases fell in the wilderness! God is intent that we should not perish now but that we should have 

eternal life. The blessed Spirit of God is the spring for it, the power to enter into it, “springing up into eternal life”, John 4: 14. In this section the people come to recognise the Spirit typically and they move in the power of the Spirit. I do not think that we can be in the wilderness rightly till we experience that; there is what is known inwardly in the soul, the power of the Spirit. I was struck in thinking of the Lord Jesus in Luke’s gospel where it says, 

“But Jesus ... was led by the Spirit in the wilderness” (Luke 4: 1). I think that with one who is led by the Spirit there is a walk which corresponds to the walk of Jesus. The idea, beloved brethren, is that “the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh” (2 Corinthians 4: 11) and “manifested in our body” (verse 10), but we must accept “the dying of Jesus” if that is to be so. The power is in the blessed Spirit of God; it is an inward power, a power that is moving upward. In this chapter they move upward—they go up to the top of Pisgah—they have the inward power for it. 

I just leave these things that we might ponder them and be helped in relation to them. We cannot be one thing among the saints and another thing apart from them. It is a question of what we are in our relations with God; as a result we will enjoy what is among the saints better and we will enter into the service of God in a fuller way. I cannot see how we can really enter into the service of God if there is some feature of Egypt upon us, some feature of the world. Going through the wilderness rightly with God would free us from that, and make us appreciate more and more divine resources. It says in the Song of Songs, “Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness. Leaning upon her beloved?” (Song of Songs 8: 5). As we come to the Supper we come up from the wilderness. May we have that experience, beloved brethren, and may we be helped and strengthened in it in the Lord’s name. Amen. 

Address at Adelaide
22 April 2000 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 15:22 (JND) [22] And Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water.

Exodus 16:4-31 (JND) [4] Then said Jehovah to Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather the daily need on its day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or not. [5] And it shall come to pass on the sixth day, that they shall prepare what they have brought in; and it shall be twice as much as they shall gather daily. [6] And Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, In the evening, then shall ye know that Jehovah has brought you out from the land of Egypt; [7] and in the morning, then shall ye see the glory of Jehovah; for he has heard your murmurings against Jehovah; and what are we, that ye murmur against us? [8] And Moses said, When Jehovah gives you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for Jehovah hears your murmurings which ye murmur against him and what [are] we? your murmurings are not against us, but against Jehovah. [9] And Moses spoke to Aaron, Say to all the assembly of the children of Israel, Come near into the presence of Jehovah; for he has heard your murmurings. [10] And it came to pass, when Aaron spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, that they turned toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of Jehovah appeared in the cloud. [11] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [12] I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak to them, saying, Between the two evenings ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah your God. [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. …

Exodus 17:1-16 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? [4] And Moses cried to Jehovah, saying, What shall I do with this people? Yet a little, and they will stone me! [5] And Jehovah said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel, and thy staff with which thou didst smite the river, take in thy hand, and go. [6] Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb; and thou shalt strike the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel. [7] And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they had tempted Jehovah, saying, Is Jehovah among us, or not? [8] And Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. [9] And Moses said to Joshua, Choose us men, and go out, fight with Amalek; to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand. [10] And Joshua did as Moses had said to him, to fight with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. [11] And it came to pass when Moses raised his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. [12] And Moses' hands were heavy; then they took a stone, and put [it] under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on this side, and one on that side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. …

Numbers 21:4-18 (JND) [4] And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to go round the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became impatient on the way; [5] and the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Why have ye brought us up out of Egypt that we should die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread. [6] Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people; and much people of Israel died. [7] And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee: pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live. [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. [10] And the children of Israel journeyed, and encamped in Oboth. [11] And they removed from Oboth, and encamped at Ijim-Abarim, in the wilderness that is before Moab, toward the sun-rising. [12] From thence they removed, and encamped at the torrent Zered. [13] From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that comes out of the border of the Amorites. For the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. [14] Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Jehovah, Vaheb in Suphah, and the brooks of Arnon; [15] And the stream of the brooks which turneth to the dwelling of Ar, And inclineth toward the border of Moab. …

Revelation 12 (JND) [1] And a great sign was seen in the heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; [2] and being with child she cried, [being] in travail, and in pain to bring forth. [3] And another sign was seen in the heaven: and behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems; …

Revelation 12:6 (JND) [6] And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has there a place prepared of God, that they should nourish her there a thousand two hundred [and] sixty days.

1 Peter 4:1-2 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin, [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Exodus 15:25 (JND) [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Exodus 15:26 (JND) [26] And he said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah thy God, and do what is right in his eyes, and incline thine ears to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the complaints upon thee that I have put upon the Egyptians; for I am Jehovah who healeth thee.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

Psalms 22:10 (JND) [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Isaiah 53:4 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Deuteronomy 25:17 (JND) [17] Remember what Amalek did unto thee on the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt;

James 4:7 (JND) [7] Subject yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 John 2:15 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him;

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

Luke 4:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness

2 Corinthians 4:11 (JND) [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh;

Song of Solomon 8:5 (JND) [5] Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, Leaning upon her beloved? I awoke thee under the apple-tree: There thy mother brought thee forth; There she brought thee forth [that] bore thee.



A CALL TO GILGAL

J. N. Darby 

Being a Word in Season 

Proverbs 25: 11; see Judges 2: 1–5; 1 Samuel 7: 16; 10: 8; 11: 14 

Beloved Brethren— 

I am thankful a resting place has been reached after the struggle against evil and the assaults of the enemy. What I would seek now is, that as we cannot expect a peace of long duration, we may individually test ourselves as to the part we have taken in the matter, as to how far we have been using carnal weapons in our warfare—although our object has rightly been to clear away evil from a holy place, and which was of such a character as clearly to manifest that the enemy was making a serious assault upon Christ, through the assembly, scattering his blinding influences broadcast, obstructing in various ways the vision of saints in such a manner as to hinder their seeing eye to eye. 

Through God’s grace there was a decision to stand against the evil, and then the enemy sought to turn the attention from the real point, to the manner and ways of those who were acting. As in the old question as to the Person of Christ some thirty years ago, so it is now; so much was made of the way the thing was dealt with, those who made that a prominent point, seeming to forget that in such struggles it is not surprising that the weakness of the flesh should be seen; but what does it prove? Why, how incapable we were to meet such an attack, and that during the interval, between the former one and the present, there had not been a 

“redeeming the time”, a “gathering up of strength so as to be ready”, a “being clad with the whole armour of God”. Has there been the attention to that part of the armour, “the breastplate of righteousness”, and have “the loins been girt about with truth”? Has there been that attitude of dependence which is shewn by “praying always” and “watching thereunto”? 

Do not these circumstances exhibit failure in these respects? No real profit can accrue to us by dwelling on this or that failure, we get insensibly assimilated to it by so doing—the spiritual eye discerns evil and failure by progressing in the knowledge of that which is holy and true; as in spirit John—the untrue is made apparent by the true—what is of darkness is understood in the light, and what is of Satan by what is of God. 

I do not desire to show error by dissecting writings, etc. I believe and trust that God will in His grace enable all to do that for themselves in quiet converse with Himself. We never get into a struggle with the enemy, in which all who have been professedly on the Lord’s side are found of exactly the same mind. Again, there is a greater energy of faith in some than in others; and this will be, if some have been unmindful of that word in 2 Peter 1: 5; and if in that struggle brethren come into collision and quarrelling begins, whoever is finally victorious, is also vanquished to a certain extent, as a conflict among brethren is injurious to both, if the flesh is aroused, which is too frequently the case. Of all this the enemy takes advantage. 

In the book of Judges when it was deemed right to go against Benjamin for sin which that tribe had linked itself with by refusing to deliver up to judgment the sinners, they are both smitten in turn, and when those who had completely vanquished their brethren had settled down, they found that victory had sorrow for its accompaniment. There was one tribe lacking in Israel, and they had in their zeal “sworn in Mizpah” about it. Now they get into God’s presence, and humble themselves for Benjamin their brother. When there is real love to the brethren, this must ever be—that however we may have had to oppose a course, and God may have given us the victory, yet He repents Himself when He sees their trouble, and to have fellowship with Him, we must take the place of intercession—in love—for our brethren, for whatever mistakes we may make and we do make them—we are not to be as the Gentile rulers, exercising lordship and dominion, but as brethren, 

knowing that what delighted His heart, is to have us in a right path, and in the enjoyment of it, and for this He has laboured; and even if He chastens it is for the same purpose. How readily He accepted confessions, though estimating fully its worth (Psalm 78: 34–39). 

How His ways are shewn out in Hosea 14. How He lets them know where alone they will grow, namely in His presence; they confess their sin and their weakness—He says, “I will be as the dew to Israel”—then “he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon, his branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive, and his smell as Lebanon”. May we be among the wise to understand these things and know them. 

God has in His grace given a rest in the conflict, the enemy is not vanquished, but we have learned how powerless we were to cope with the difficulty—how the flesh sought to enter into it, and how much it had to be restrained. May we be humbled about it all, yet thankful to our God that He has not allowed the enemy to crush us, weak though we are (Psalm 124: 6). 

And now leaving details of heated discussions, harsh, unkind, or unholy expressions, whether real or imaginary, let us look to our armour, so as to be prepared for the next onslaught of Satan, for come it surely will. Was there not pride and haughtiness of spirit? or our God would not have allowed this. When He brought Israel out of Egypt, He led them not through the land of the Philistines, that they should not see war, but He led them another way. How different is Exodus 14: 14, 15; they were then haughty in spirit, and He allowed them to learn their weakness in a struggle with His enemies. Abraham too—after his great victory, doing with his handful what the five kings could not do—had to learn who it was that enabled him to accomplish so much, only he learned it in a more blessed way. Melchisedec comes forth with refreshment, strength, and joy from the Most High God who had delivered his enemies, into his hands—Abraham owns it and worships. Then when the moment came that the enemy would puff him up and heap the rewards of nature upon him; he would answer as he had learned in secret, “I have lifted up my hands to the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth”. “No flesh shall glory in His presence”, and if this present conflict has taught us weakness in any way, or that we have been exalted with the idea that we are Philadelphia, or have set up anything as an “organisation” here, as the true thing, however sad the way we have learned it, we can still bless God who has not failed us, but who will always allow us to learn our need of Himself and invariably for our own blessing and His glory. Let us not spend the time in foolish recrimination, but with desires for blessing and mutual growth in the things of God. 

Where sin is manifested there must be no compromise with it, but in these days individuals have to bear in mind that if the assembly is unable to clear itself from evil, through fleshly hindrances and to act upon the word for it (1 Corinthians 5: 13), the same voice that speaks to the assembly, addresses the individual saints in 2 Timothy 2: 19—“Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord depart from iniquity”. If the flesh in an assembly is such that evil cannot be put out, each individual is responsible to God for himself—the question of majorities or minorities will not come in there. I do not think God will allow His faithful to be long alone; others will be found equally faithful and true. 

Romans 16: 17 is individual; verse 20 shows the character of God I’m to manifest in my separation or withdrawal, namely, “peace”, and He sees the root of the mischief and says He will “bruise Satan under our feet shortly”, and immediately follows with “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you”. In quarrelling I do not manifest the God of peace. If I can help others, well; I certainly can help no one by remaining in association with evil. My coming out may exercise souls, and so I go on in peace—to remain with sin I must not. The difficulty is to keep the motives clear; if we get into debates which as 2 Corinthians 12: 20 

shows, we may end in tumult. To be with God in all these matters, the sole desire should be, the keeping each other in a right path, and bring back into it any who may have erred from it (James 5: 19, 20). 

Written in 1881
Reprinted May 1974 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 25:11 (JND) [11] [As] apples of gold in pictures of silver, is a word spoken in season.

Judges 2:1-5 (JND) [1] And the Angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you to the land which I swore unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you; and as for you, [2] ye shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not hearkened unto my voice. Why have ye done this? [3] Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be [scourges] in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. [4] And it came to pass, when the Angel of Jehovah spoke these words to all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice and wept. [5] And they called the name of that place Bochim; and they sacrificed there to Jehovah.

1 Samuel 7:16 (JND) [16] And he went from year to year in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places.

1 Samuel 10:8 (JND) [8] And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to thee, to offer up burnt-offerings, [and] to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings: seven days shalt thou wait, until I come to thee and inform thee what thou shalt do.

1 Samuel 11:14 (JND) [14] And Samuel said to the people, Come and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there.

2 Peter 1:5 (JND) [5] But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge,

Psalms 78:34-39 (JND) [34] When he slew them, then they sought him, and returned and sought early after God; [35] And they remembered that God was their rock, and God, the Most High, their redeemer. [36] But they flattered him with their mouth, and lied unto him with their tongue; [37] For their heart was not firm toward him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant. [38] But he was merciful: he forgave the iniquity, and destroyed [them] not; but many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his fury: [39] And he remembered that they were flesh, a breath that passeth away and cometh not again.

Hosea 14 (JND) [1] O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. [2] Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive [us] graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips. [3] Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, [Thou art] our God; because in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. …

Psalms 124:6 (JND) [6] Blessed be Jehovah, who gave us not up a prey to their teeth!

Exodus 14:14-15 (JND) [14] Jehovah will fight for you, and ye shall be still. [15] And Jehovah said to Moses, Why dost thou cry unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.

1 Corinthians 5:13 (JND) [13] But those without God judges. Remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Romans 16:17 (JND) [17] But I beseech you, brethren, to consider those who create divisions and occasions of falling, contrary to the doctrine which *ye* have learnt, and turn away from them.

2 Corinthians 12:20 (JND) [20] For I fear lest perhaps coming I find you not such as I wish, and that *I* be found by you such as ye do not wish: lest [there might be] strifes, jealousies, angers, contentions, evil speakings, whisperings, puffings up, disturbances;

James 5:19-20 (JND) [19] My brethren, if any one among you err from the truth, and one bring him back, [20] let him know that he that brings back a sinner from [the] error of his way shall save a soul from death and shall cover a multitude of sins.



EXTRACTS

CAC  In connection with the court we get the two pillars again, which are enlarged upon. We get here the network and chains and four hundred pomegranates, suggesting, it would appear, the place in which the saints are set up by God in testimony here, as working out together the principles of Christian fellowship. All this is connected with the brass. 

Christian fellowship is not exactly a spiritual question, but a moral one, that is we are under obligation to be true to the fellowship; there is no option whatever about it. None of these four hundred pomegranates could break away. The pomegranates represent the saints as having a fruitful character, but I think the point here is that they are held by the network and the, chains—they cannot get loose. Speaking from the moral side, it is not possible to break away from the bonds of fellowship. We are absolutely lawless if we do. 

At the beginning, “They persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers” (Acts 2: 42). I think that is like the network. Now that is the great object that God sets forth in testimony to the world, because the court is public. No one who is really in life would think of breaking away from the apostles’ teaching and fellowship and the breaking of bread and prayers. It is absolutely monstrous to think of breaking away, looking at the thing morally. 

Rem. The doors of the court were overlaid with brass. 

CAC  I think the doors would intimate to us there is a within and a without, and at Corinth Satan would break 

that down. We have a responsibility to judge not those without but those who are within; all that is a moral question. 

Ques. “With all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours” (1 Corinthians 1: 2). Does that bring in the network universally? 

CAC  I think so. The saints are baptised into one body universally, and held together practically by the apostles’ teaching and fellowship and the breaking of bread and prayers. 

You dread anyone breaking away. If anyone breaks away it is apostasy in principle. 

Rem. There is the exhortation “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace” in Ephesians 4: 3. 

CAC  Yes, that is really in the spiritual realm. Those who break away from the fellowship have no part in the service of God whatever; they could not have. The testimony of God has suffered terribly for many years because the principles of fellowship have been broken. The network has been broken and the pomegranates go where they like! 

C. A. Coates (Vol. 27a ‘Outline of Second Chronicles’ pp.213–215) Ques. 

Why do you think the “Saviour of the body” comes in in this remarkable passage? 

JT  I think it is a question of our bodies, which are weak and subject to illnesses and the like. We can count on the Lord to save us instead of trying medicines and the doctor. Of course, I am not saying a word against that, but it is as if everything is superseded in his mind, in the light that He is the Saviour of the body. So we can count on that; it shows the preciousness of a saint as a member of the assembly. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 73, p.23) 
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Scripture references

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.
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