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THE SON LOVED BY THE FATHER AND BY THE SAINTS

John 17: 25, 26; Ephesians 3: 14–21 

PvdB  The Lord is about to go into death. These are the last words He spoke with His own in the upper room, before He went beyond the torrent Cedron and it is impressive that over against the world that did not know the Father, the Lord says, “I have made known to them thy name”. There was a company there to whom He had made known the Father’s name and He desires that the love wherewith the Father loved Him might be in them, “and I in them”. The ministry of the apostle Paul in Ephesians leads on to what was in the Lord’s heart in relation to the present time in which we are. Great thoughts had been brought out in this chapter in relation to the assembly, a vessel of divine wisdom. And now he bows his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and desires that they might be strengthened with the Father’s Spirit in the inner man. That would answer to what the Lord says in John 17, that it was by the Spirit having come that the love of the Father would be strengthening the saints, that the Father’s own love for the Son might be in them, and that Christ might have His rightful place in our hearts, in view of the great end that is in view that there might be glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. The service of praise requires Christ to be in His rightful place. He says, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”, Hebrews 2: 12. The Lord makes known to the assembly in Philadelphia, to the overcomer, that He will write upon him the name of His God. Light has been brought out in the recovery in relation to the distinctive places of divine Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and the full light of the revelation of God, “the name of my God”, Revelation 3: 12. The Lord says to Mary, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father” (John 20: 17), that is the Lord in His distinct relations with the Father; only He could say, in the way He does, “my Father”, and He brings His own 

into it in association with Him, “my Father and your Father”, then He goes on to say, “my God”. Only the Lord could say, “my God”, in the light and the knowledge of who He was in His Person in manhood. But then He goes on to say, “and your God”. I thought this would have its effect on the service of praise and the sense in which we are led into eternal conditions as in Revelation 21, where we have God in eternal conditions dwelling with men. 

It involves that the God we know as Father, Son and Holy Spirit is made known to us in Christ both in the revelation and declaration of God. In eternity God will shine out in blessing towards the universe through the assembly and everything being affected will raise a response to God, an eternal flow of the way that God will shine out in eternal conditions resulting in a return flow in glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. I thought we might have a sense of this because what will shine out in the world to come, in administration, and what will shine out in the service of praise eternally is to have its effect on the assembly now. 

In this chapter in Ephesians the manifold wisdom of God is made known “according to the purpose of the ages” (Ephesians 3: 11). It was in the purpose of God that there should be a vessel here through which the wisdom of God would be made known, and also that there would be the service of praise in the present time. It will have its answer in the world to come and in eternal conditions, but it is now made known through the assembly which involves the present time. I thought we might be helped as to the Lord’s own desires that the love wherewith the Father loved Him may be in us, and Christ might have the place in our hearts that He has in the heart of the Father, and that He might have His right place in the affections of His own, “I in them”. That might set us on a little. 

JS  He says in John, “I have made known to them thy name, and will make it known”. Is making the Father’s name known an intimate suggestion? 

PvdB  Yes, it comes into Psalm 22, “I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee” (Psalm 22: 22). When the Lord was here the 

Father’s name was made known, and in resurrection as He comes in amongst His own He appears to Mary and says, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17. 

JS  Is this the greatest thought of love, “the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them”? 

PvdB  Yes, I think so. It is wonderful to see the affections that were there between the Father and the Son, involving the Holy Spirit, because the Spirit is the bond, as Mr Raven said, between the Father and the Son, there is a flow of reciprocal affection between the Father and the Son, it has its effect on us too, that we might come into it, that the love of the Father for the Son might be in us. Also, of course, the Son’s love for the Father, and it is by the Spirit we can come into this too. It was there in those relations of love, and by the Spirit we come into it—the Father’s Spirit and also the Spirit of His Son by which we cry, “Abba, Father”. 

JS  It is through these affections the knowledge of God has come to us, “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”, John 1: 18. It is the way to the full declaration of God. 

PvdB  Yes, the full declaration of God, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, John 1: 1. “The Word” was a term used in the Lord’s life here in relation to Him; what was witnessed in Him by those that attended on Him, according to Luke, and the declaration of God was connected with that, He was the Word itself. 

WB  It says, “and will make it known”. Is it something that is going on in this dispensation? 

PvdB  Yes. He made it known to His own in resurrection, “my brethren”. It was in the purpose of God that Christ should be the Firstborn among many brethren, and so it is to come into the service of praise—the service of God. The light of it has come to us in the light of how we know God and the way He has come out in Christ, and by the Holy Spirit in relation to the Father, and that has its answer in the service of praise. 

JS  The Lord Jesus has His own distinctive place. He says, “I ascend to my Father”. He has His own distinctive place in the Father’s affections. Then He goes on to say, “and your Father”, John 20: 17. We are brought into association with Him. 

PvdB  Yes. He does not say our Father, He says “my Father”. That is distinctive, then we come into it “and your Father”. He is also our Father as you say, in association with Christ. Association is the greatest privilege we have. It is even greater than union. 

JS  It is a wonderful thing that the Father found an object adequate for His affections in the Son. 

PvdB  Very wonderful, and we come into relationship as His brethren, “I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”, Hebrews 2: 12. How it affects the Lord’s heart that He has a sanctified company, all of one, which is of His order. 

IMS  Would you say some more as to your remark that association is even greater than union? 

PvdB  Yes, Mr. Raven brought that out, you will find it in readings in Peckham, London; union is with the exalted man, association is with the Son of God. 

IMS  I am sorry, what was your reference? 

PvdB  Union is with the exalted man, association is with the Son of God. It was referred to in meetings with Mr. Raven (Vol. 3, pp.202, 203). The greatest thoughts of God are in relation to sonship, there will ever be praise to God in the glory and dignity of sonship. 

When the Lord speaks of “my God” we have to understand that He is speaking as Man. Union is with Christ as Man; but in the term “God”, He Himself is included. That will be so in what will be eternally, God being with men will involve the Trinity; “that God may be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15: 28), involves the Trinity. When the Lord Jesus came into manhood, there was no change in His Person, but there was a change in the condition He took. It is in that condition, but now in glory, that the assembly is united to Him. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” is an order of things to which the assembly can be related. 

JS  When He said, “my God”, that would involve His perfect knowledge of God, being who He was in His own Person. So He could say that in a unique way. When He says, “your God”, our knowledge would be limited to what has come to us in revelation. 

PvdB  Quite so. So that the glory of His Person was unchanged, even on the cross the Lord remained who He was, but it was in His manhood that the communion with the Father was broken. 

JS  When He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He said it in the perfect knowledge of what the glory of God required. 

PvdB  Exactly. You can understand things only on that basis, the forsaking can only be understood on that basis, that it was as Man that He was forsaken of God. Mr. Darby was asked about that and he said, The Man who died was God. So, in Revelation He says, “I became dead” (Revelation 1: 18), that is what He did Himself. 

JS  If I remember rightly, Mr. Darby was asked the question. Did God die? He replied and said, The Man who died was God. 

PvdB  Yes, exactly. So it is the great thought of God that we should be in sonship before Him and the Lord says in this chapter, “the glory which thou hast given me I have given them” (John 17: 22). It was the glory of sonship given Him in His manhood; in having come into manhood He became Son, He was born Son. We come into it through adoption. 

IMS  There was a reference in Grangemouth to the completeness of the Lord’s identification with the condition into which He came. So that we have these extraordinary statements of the Lord Jesus as a Man that have really enabled us to have this depth and breadth of understanding of our own relationship as now taken into favour. 

PvdB  Wonderful! “God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Timothy 2: 5. As God He is who He is, and that will be so eternally; our link with Christ will be in His manhood, and it is in association with Him that we shall be in sonship’s glory, 

answering to God in the light in which He has made Himself known in revelation as Father. 

Son and Holy Spirit. 

APG  In Ephesians 1 it says, “he has taken us into favour in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1: 6). As the Beloved He is loved of the Father. Does it mean too that He is beloved of the saints, those that are sons by adoption? 

PvdB  Yes. There is a link in what the Lord says, “that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them”, that would be the evidence, “I in them” is a matter of affection—

He would thus be in the affections of His own so that He might have His rightful place. It is important as we come together for the Lord’s supper that we have a sense of this in our hearts, what He is in the Father’s love as the Man of God’s purpose, and the glory that is related to Him. In the course of the service we arrive at the Father, but I think we would come together as strengthened by the Spirit of the Father, with Christ in our affections, “I in them”. 

JS  Is it not attractive that the One who means so much to the Father, calling out His affections, has come to mean so much to us, bringing out our affections, so that He has a place in our hearts? 

PvdB  Yes. It is wonderful how close the assembly is in relation to Him! There was that in the relations between the Father and the Son that was to be in His own as well. “I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father”, John 10: 14, 15. It is that character of knowledge that was there between the Father and the Son that would also come into the relations between Christ and His own. 

There are other references to it, “As the Father sent me forth, I also send you”, John 20: 21. It was on that level and in that dignity, the way He was sent by the Father, that He sends forth His own in resurrection. 

JS  It helps us to appreciate your reference to verse 22, “And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them”. It is very attractive how He speaks of it with the idea of glory. He does not simply say sonship, we 

understand it is sonship, but there is a glory connected with it. 

PvdB  Yes there is. Think of it being a glory that the Father has given Christ and giving it to us! He is distinct as being the Son; only He is the Son. I think this is something that is in a sense beyond us, but it was there in the flow of reciprocal affections between the Father and the Son. Our relations with the Father would be as sons with Him brought to glory. 

DM  So is that what it means to be sanctified? 

PvdB  Quite so. “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one” 

(Hebrews 2: 11), that is in origin. The many brethren are the many sons, the brethren are the sanctified company “all of one”. So you can understand what the Lord says in John 17 

following this glory being given, “that they may be one, as we are one”. There was that order in manhood that could be with Him in that close relation. It was in the divine purpose, as foreknown before the world’s foundation, that Christ should be the firstborn among many brethren. 

WB  Is it the greatest glory He could give us, the glory of sonship? 

PvdB  It is indeed, it is the greatest glory that could be bestowed upon us, that we should have that place with Christ in the presence of the Father, that we should be in the dignity of sonship as taken into favour in the Beloved. What a place it is and how it is to affect us also in the working out of things in administration in responsibility. It is very important, dear brethren, that in any matter that is amongst us that things are worked out from the divine level in the dignity of sonship, and the glory of our union with Christ. The assembly in Ephesians 3 is the vessel of divine wisdom where things work out from the divine side. 

JS  It says in Ephesians 3: 10, “in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God”. That would be intended to work out in our local settings. 

PvdB  Yes, indeed. 

JS  In a local company, for we can hardly have the assembly in a universal sense at the present time. 

PvdB  Yes, the glory of the present time is that it works out in local assemblies. 

Administration in the world to come will be universal, but in the present time administration is local. 

JS  So that this lifts administration in the assembly to this wonderful level of what exists between the Father and the Son. 

PvdB  The glory of sonship should be in evidence. When there was a difficult matter in Matthew, the Lord met the situation and He said, “Then are the sons free”, Matthew 17: 26. It should set us in the liberty of sonship. You want to see the saints in liberty, in the liberty of Jerusalem above which is our mother. That would mark the administration. The glory of what will work out in administration in the world to come should affect us in the local working out of things at the present time, as owning the rights which the Lord Jesus has in local assemblies. 

JS  Do you think it is helpful to realise that the assembly will actually enter into and enjoy her eternal portion with Christ before she comes out in administration? 

PvdB  That is certainly wonderful. You first have the eternal setting in Revelation 21: 1–8, and then you have the world to come following. The present time too comes into chapter 22. The heavenly city in chapter 21 is first seen in its eternal setting, then in the world to come; and in chapter 22 it is here, we have the assembly here, and we have the gates, and persons washing their robes, establishing their right to the tree of life and entering into the city. That is now. The working out is from the eternal setting into the world to come and into the present time. 

JS  That should be a help to us if we touch something of the enjoyment of eternal and heavenly things, after the Lord’s supper. That should give colour and character to what takes place during the week, do you think? 

PvdB  Yes, that is right, it should affect us and I think we need to proceed from that level, that is connected with eternity; there is a vessel here where there will be glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus eternally. The glory of God is the outshining of God in His attributes and His nature and it finds an answer in the assembly. It will shine out in the world to come in administration, the city comes down out of heaven, not reflecting, but having the glory of God. The glory of God was maintained on the cross when the Lord Jesus was forsaken. The righteousness and the holiness of God in His attributes were maintained and the love of God had its way, and that is to affect the administration in the assembly. What was maintained on the cross is the standard of what is maintained in the assembly here. 

JS  Glory to God in the assembly would be in the way of service to God, but what comes out in this, what is made known now, would be testimony at the present time. 

PvdB  Yes, so glory to God in the assembly is really response to God, a response in the assembly that is equal to the revelation. 

JS  Maybe you have something more in your mind as to how things are to be viewed and judged in the light of the cross as the divine standard. 

PvdB  We can see what God has purposed and what He is working out according to His counsels, involving that one of the divine Persons should come into manhood and die. God had in mind to secure a vessel that would be equal to what He maintained on the cross. That should sober us in many matters. We need to see what God is working out according to His own purpose and counsels in the mystery of His will, and that what He is working out will have its culmination in the heavenly city. It is on that level. Paul bows his knees, he comes to what he knows he could not effect as a servant, distinct as he was in the light that he had, but he bows his knees in dependence. “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, in order that he may 

give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. Paul could bring out all the counsel of God, what was on the divine side of things, the way it is being worked out in the present time. So God, operating in the way He does, has provided both Christ and the Holy Spirit, and He cannot be hindered in any of His thoughts in what He is doing for Himself in new creation glory, in which there will be an answer to His glory in His attributes and nature. He has it all in Christ and what has its answer in the assembly eternally. Every family that is going to be brought into blessing will be there in the eternal state where the tabernacle of God will be with men. The assembly itself is nearest to the Deity and will be God’s immediate dwelling place in eternal conditions, and will shine out to the other families. God has worked in men in previous dispensations and He will have other families yet to come, it says in Hebrews 11 of the cloud of witnesses mentioned there, that they should not be made perfect without us (Hebrews 11: 40). It requires the assembly, and the assembly will be the nearest to God in the eternal state. 

JAW  Is Paul conscious of the great wealth of things in this epistle and is he seeking that the brethren should be in the good of it, to enter into and experience the great depth of riches, the riches of His glory and all these great things he brings in here? Would it be an extension of John 17, the working out of what the Lord was desiring in John 17? 

PvdB  Yes. Paul being in prison conditions when he wrote this epistle would bring out what the Lord had committed to him. The ministry that Paul had was the result of the appearing of the Lord Jesus to the apostle. 

JS  Is the whole matter kept fresh in our souls by the continuation of these appearings of the Lord Jesus? 

PvdB  Yes, and you can see also how close Paul was in being associated with the sufferings of Christ for His body which is the assembly. 

KW  Is the enjoyment of these things intensely inward? “To know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge “is beyond any natural knowledge, any human knowledge, it is deeply affectionate. Love is mentioned so often here in these chapters, that we might be holy and blameless before Him in love. Here we have “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”; it is all inward and affectionate is it? 

PvdB  Very good. What the apostle is bringing out here is not something that is beyond us, he says, “that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height”, it is that which can be laid hold of in love. The Holy Spirit is here to lead us into all the truth and to help us to understand particularly the distinctive ministry of the apostle Paul. Peter gives us the kingdom in the beginning, and John gives us the conditions in the end, but Paul gives the filling out of the dispensation. I think the breadth and length might be connected with the teaching of the apostles, and the depth and height with the apostle Paul in what he received from the Lord in glory. The apostles received it from the Lord Jesus down here, “that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes” (1 John 1: 1), connects with the declaration and the revelation, what they received from the Lord down here; but Paul received the light from the Lord in glory, including the Lord’s supper. 

JS  With regard to this matter of being “strengthened with power by his Spirit”, that is the Father’s Spirit, “in the inner man”, could you say something about the Father’s Spirit in this regard? 

PvdB  I think we could not have a closer link than having the Father’s Spirit in the Father’s feelings in relation to Christ, “that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them”. 

JS  This is something that takes place in us, not just objectively, but something that works inwardly. 

PvdB  The Lord goes on to say, “and I in them”, that is that Christ has the supreme place in our affections. 

WB  Would the Spirit of the Father help us to get a greater apprehension and appreciation of the inheritance? Would He enlarge our view in regard to the inheritance of God? 

PvdB  I think so. The inheritance is where we enjoy the blessing of eternal life, in the enjoyment of our heavenly relationships in love. Paul speaks about an inheritance among the sanctified, and he was bringing out in his service that they might enjoy their heavenly portion, their heavenly inheritance. I am sure that the Father’s Spirit would be the way that things would be effected that were in His purpose for us, in heavenly relationships. 

IMS  Would you say something further as to Paul’s interceding in bowing his knees? 

PvdB  There was much that was on the apostle in the way he was bringing out things and, as you read this chapter, you can see the need for Paul that he should bow his knees. 

These things were so great that he felt for the sake of the Ephesians that he had to bow his knees that they might come into it, that Christ might dwell, through faith, in their hearts. If anything is to be effected, it must be Christ, and Christ only. Christ is the Man of God’s purpose, and everything that God has given us is in Christ. He is the expression of the purpose of God, and we lay hold of eternal life in Christ as the expression of the purpose of God. When Joshua and Caleb had searched out the land, the inheritance, there was no faith for the report. We have the report in Paul’s ministry and we have it in John too, that which we report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father. That is the report and it is a question of faith on our part and the Spirit too, faith and the Spirit going together. 

JS  So it would be a good exercise for us to take this up in prayer for the saints that we should be brought increasingly into this level of things, do you think? 

PvdB  It is a high level and the question is, Do we have faith for it? 

JS  Is this not really what we have been taken up for? 

PvdB  Yes, quite so. 
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Scripture references

John 17:25-26 (JND) [25] Righteous Father, and the world has not known thee, but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Ephesians 3:11 (JND) [11] according to [the] purpose of the ages, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22:22 (JND) [22] I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

John 17:22 (JND) [22] And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one;

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

John 10:14-15 (JND) [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.

John 20:21 (JND) [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you.

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

Matthew 17:26 (JND) [26] Peter says to him, From strangers. Jesus said to him, Then are the sons free.

Revelation 21:1-8 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful. [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely. [7] He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me son. [8] But to the fearful and unbelieving, [and sinners], and those who make themselves abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part [is] in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:40 (JND) [40] God having foreseen some better thing for us, that they should not be made perfect without us.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 John 1:1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life;



THE LORD HAS NEED OF IT

A. McBride 

Matthew 21: 1–11; Mark 11: 1–6; Luke 19: 29–34; John 12: 12–15 

There are not many incidents in the life of the Lord Jesus recorded in Scripture which are recorded in all four gospels, but this is one of them. I think the point would be that the Spirit of God would have a message for us, and the message is the same in every gospel, “the Lord has need of it”. That is my message for you tonight, dear friend, young or old, that the Lord has need of you. Now, there is something very beautiful about that, the Lord has need of you as you have need of Him. How much need have you of Him? Do you feel your need of Him? 

Every one has a need of Christ; we all need Christ as a Saviour, and the gospel is preached on the basis of the great work of Christ in redemption, that is He has effected redemption; He has met the whole claim of God against sin, He has met it on the cross at Calvary. That is the basis on which the preaching goes out, that God from His side has met the need of man, but then He also has a need of you. 

Now, I would like to speak first of all about the favourableness of this opportunity you have today. It is interesting that in each of these sections it tells us where this incident took place. 

It says in Matthew, “Bethphage, at the mount of Olives”, and Mark includes Bethany in it. There is an environment in which the Lord is moving and in which He is conveying a message, and that message, I would address particularly to the young people here. I would address myself to you especially because the Lord has need of you in your youth. But it is not only that. Matthew would say I need both, I need the ass and the colt, I need older people and younger people. So I would say to you, dear friend, whatever your age, whatever your history, the Lord has an interest in you; He has a desire to have you. You know man was not created for his own pleasure; he was not created just to live a loose life, man was created to be for God’s pleasure. It says that God created him in His own image. That means there is to be an answer from every one of our hearts, from every human being, there is to be an answer to God Himself and to His love. 

Now we know that sin came into the world; sin has caused the distance between God and man, sin has separated us, as the prophet says, separated you from your God. I wonder, dear friend, are you still separated from God? Are you living in a life of sin? Are you away from God? Have you any knowledge of God as a Saviour God? Have you any knowledge of a God with a heart of love and grace beaming toward you today? Whatever you may think of God, His thinking of you, is one of infinite and tender compassion; one of infinite love; one of infinite longing. He has made provision for your salvation and for your return to God. Would you take this way back today? Would you return to God today? Would you accept that you are at a distance from God because of your sins, and you need a Saviour? 

Here we have this wonderful, blessed matter that the Lord would introduce. He would say to persons, I need you. Now it is interesting that in almost every case, before this incident occurs there is also another incident, and that is of persons who have a need of Christ. In Matthew it is two blind men; two persons who were living in darkness. Are you dark as to God? Has the light of the gospel not shone? Are you like these two men in the section before where we read? They 

were blind, they were in moral darkness. Matthew has in mind that persons are secured for God and secured for His kingdom; secured for power in His kingdom, and one of the features of the kingdom is light. God would open up your heart by displaying the greatness and glory of Himself as a Saviour God. Matthew emphasises the darkness that is in the world; he emphasises the power of the devil in the world. I do not need to tell you about the moral darkness that is in this world, you know that well; you know the power that is out there and is in the world, the power of the devil operating through men, through drink, drugs and all these things, all that marks the world. The Lord Jesus met all of that in Matthew’s gospel. He brings in two blind men, two men too who were lawless men, he brings them in to show the power that the kingdom of God has, to break down souls and bring them into the blessing, wonderful blessing! 

So He says, I need you, “an ass tied, and a colt with it”. Do you accept that, for the moment, here in this room in these four walls you are tied, and you are tied in for your blessing? God would say to you, I want you for the kingdom of God; I want you to come into My kingdom and into the blessedness of it; I want you to come into the knowledge of sins forgiven. That is Matthew’s gospel, that Jesus came to save His people from their sins. He would bring you into a sense of power that is apart from the power that is in the world; to save you from your sins. Can I ask you, What about these sins of yours? Are you saved from them? Do you know the Saviour? Have you taken for yourself the value of that work that He accomplished on Calvary’s cross? There it stands, and stands in all its glory. God would continually bring that before us, the great work that Christ has done for all men. It is there available for you, and He would say to you, What about your sins? That is a direct question. What about your sins? It says of Jesus, “he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. I know that refers to Israel, but it applies to you and me just as well; He will save us from our sins. 

How will He do it? He will save us by taking these sins on Himself, bearing them on the cross at Calvary. You can come to Him and find that you can have a release. 

Again He says, “Come to me”. I know He speaks to those who labour, but are you not labouring? Are you not labouring under the burden of your sins? “Come to me, all ye who labour”, Matthew 11: 28. O, friend, what God would do for you! He would lift you as you come to Jesus, He would relieve you of every liability, these sins that would take you to hell. 

The Lord Jesus has died, and He has suffered in view of your being clear of them, finding forgiveness of the ones that are past, and power from Him in His Holy Spirit to be helped to live a life which is honourable to God and no longer in sin. Come to Him and find the yoke the gospel would bring in, the ass and the colt. Could I speak to someone here who is older? 

What about your sins? What about your links with Christ? Have you come to Christ? Could I speak to someone younger, one who might be a colt? Have you come to Christ? Have you trusted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour? Have you come into this yoke with Him? He says, 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. What a change in our life that would be if we take on the yoke of Christ and learn from Him. He is a different kind of man, you know; He is different from every other man in the world. He is different from you and me, but we can take on this yoke as loving Him, coming to Him, taking on this yoke and learning from Him, and find rest to our souls. I trust every one here has found rest to their souls; rest in the precious blood of Jesus; rest in the work of Christ, that glorious work that has been done to God’s satisfaction. That is the power of the kingdom coming into your soul—“Behold thy King cometh to thee”. O, friend, that is Christ; God in the gospel is saying that Christ is coming to you, Christ is available for you. You can find the blessedness of salvation in that blessed Man as you submit that He needs you. 

There is one thing that is interesting in these 

illustrations that we have read, that no one is resisting, not even those who own the colt. The Lord sent for the colt. Imagine these two disciples going along seeing people they had never seen before, but the Lord had sent them. Here they had this colt and without even asking they unloose it and take it away. If anyone would say, What are you doing? the reply is, The Lord hath need of him. There is no resistance in the colt, and there is no resistance in the people. 

Now I tell you that means everything is in your favour. Nobody is going to make any resistance to you coming to Jesus tonight. Indeed they will help you, they will cast their clothes on you, they will make a way for you, they will cast them on the ground; they will make way for you as you commit yourself to Jesus. Now what about you? What about the colt itself? Is there resistance there? You know the gospel is preached for the obedience of faith. If you want blessing, dear friend, God is anxious that you might have that blessing, but you must submit. There is no blessing without submitting to Jesus; without being obedient, without accepting the terms of the glad tidings. They are not your terms, nor my terms, they are God’s terms. You accept that you are a sinner and you need a Saviour, and there is no resistance. All that falls in with the wonderful grace of God. 

Now the reason I read this from Mark is that he tells us the same incident, the same conditions, the same place, the same area of blessing, you might say, but he says that they went and found it. They found it at the crossway. Now Mark is a very direct writer, he is the writer of the shortest gospel. Mark would say, I was wrong, I was not obedient. There is no blessing unless you are obedient. Mark would say to you, I really was not obedient. There was a time in his history when he came to a cross-road in his life and he went the wrong way. 

O, friend, I hope you are not going the wrong way. You are at a cross-road in your life today; the very fact that you are sitting under the sound of the gospel puts you at a cross-road. If the tie is loosened what will you 

do, where will you go? This colt was tied, and he was tied round the house, you know. God would encompass you with wonderful blessing. He has brought you into this room today into the very area of blessing. If you are loosened and go out of that door, Where will you go? 

Will you go the way of Christ, or will you go the way of the world? Mark says he went the wrong way and he illustrates it later in the gospel by a young man who followed Jesus. He had a loose garment on him, and when he ascertained where he stood in regard of Christ he ran away, he went the wrong way and he was lost for a time. 

Now I want you to understand that Mark would say to you this is important, this is serious. It is characteristic of his writing in this short gospel that he uses the word straightway. Now there is no time for vacillation, there is no time for anything else; it is a straight and clear issue where you are with Christ—the Lord has need of you. Has He not met all your need? 

Have you not found that blessed Saviour who would meet every need of yours? He met it before a holy, righteous God at Calvary’s cross; He went into death itself and removed the penalty of death for you. Mark would tell you that He did all these things for me. Friend, He did them for you too you know; He went into the grave for you, He shed His blood for you; He bore the wrath of God against sin for you, and He now lives. Do you know where He is? 

He is in heaven, and He lives in heaven. What for? He lives in heaven for you, a Saviour for you. God has in mind that persons should be saved; saved in the fullest sense of salvation, that is brought into the joy and liberty and consciousness of having your sins forgiven, having them met by the blood of Christ, having justification before God with the sentence of having distance before God gone, so that you can live now as it says, in the power of His life, that is the life that Christ has in heaven; that is, the power of life is to mark a converted person. May every one here be that. Mark would say to you that it is important, God needs you. 

Jesus needs you, twice it says it here, the Lord needs it. My young friends, Can I leave that with you? The urgency of the moment means you have no time to waste. Mark would say it is urgent. 

But as well as telling us that he went the wrong way, Mark tells us that he came back to the right way; he was a recovered person. Mark was, as it were, reconverted; he had been a Christian before but he went the wrong way; somewhere in his Christian pathway he deviated and he went away, there was a cross-road, and he went away. You can read about it in the Acts if you like, but he came back, and someone said he was serviceable; Mark became serviceable. Are you serviceable to the Lord, young friend, older friend? What about your life, have you had a deviation in it, in your Christian life? There is room for recovery. Mark would tell you that. He tells us again about that young man, not now with a garment loosely hung around him, but sitting there clothed in a white garment. Where was it? Sitting at the tomb of Jesus! That is, Mark came back in His life, in identification with the death of Christ. 

Now that is the way of recovery, come back to identification with the death of Christ, the way that that blessed One has gone. It says he sat there at the tomb of Jesus, a testimony that Christ had died. Mark was saying, Yes, and I have died too, and he was able to associate himself in power now, living power, with a blessed dead Christ. That work of Christ’s has been done, and He is now a risen, glorious Saviour; Jesus is not dead now, Jesus is alive. O, glory be to His name and those who love Him! Come back in the history of your soul, come back to that and begin to live again in the life of Christ. The gospel would help you. 

In Luke it is the same thing, “the Lord has need of it”. Has that message got through tonight? 

Young friend, has it got through to you? Jesus needs you. If He needed you in Matthew, He needed you for His kingdom; if He needed you in Mark, He needed you for His testimony, He needed you to represent Him; and in Luke’s gospel He needs you that you might be here for His praise and glory. There is something beautiful about Luke’s gospel, it is full of grace. God in wondrous grace is appealing to all men. You know, God’s grace is for everybody; there is nobody outside the range of grace; it reaches out to you tonight, that very grace of God. Do you know that Matthew and Mark tell us about the atoning sufferings of Jesus on the cross? They tell us about His forsaking and that awful cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Matthew and Mark tell us about that, and that is intended to affect us, that Christ has borne the whole question of sin before a holy and a righteous God. 

Luke does not say that, but what he does tell us is something else, that Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. You know that is wonderful grace. You will remember in Joshua’s day there was the time when Joshua spoke to God, and God made the sun stand still in the heavens. There never was a day like that when God answered the voice of a man. Now that was like Jesus on the cross. This day of grace in which we are, this present opportunity here is continuing because of these precious words of Jesus on the cross at Calvary, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. That has spanned the whole dispensation, and will span it right to the end. God in His wonderful grace is appealing, extending the time. Do you know that God has divided time since the very beginning of time. He has divided it into certain epochs, certain dispensations, and this one, the dispensation of grace, is the longest one of all. O, friend, think of the wonder of God’s grace. 

I will tell you something else, not only is forgiveness free, not only has God extended the day of grace because of the words of the Lord Jesus, but He has given too His Holy Spirit, and according to Luke’s gospel those who believe can have the Holy Spirit by asking. 

Elsewhere it says you get it because you obey, but Luke, in grace, says you can have it for the asking. That is not to demean it in any sense, but it is to magnify the greatness of the heart of God who would give His Holy Spirit to those who ask. Have you had forgiveness? Do you know forgiveness? Have you had the gift of the Holy Spirit? Have you asked? That is Luke’s gospel, he would say, Have you asked? Come into the blessedness and glory of that and find that you can have part in the praise of God. Luke produces what we speak of as priestly persons, persons who respond to God, who respond to grace. Have you done that? What about your voice, is it heard? Do you speak to Jesus in thanksgiving? Do you sing to Him? If you are in the meeting, do you take part? Do you find the blessedness of the liberty that Luke would give us? Because at the end of the gospel it finishes with a praising company who are attached to a Man in heaven. Now the Lord has need of you for that too. He needs you for a part in the service of God. He has met all your needs, and He needs you. 

Now in John, it is the same incident, but presented in a different way. Here it says that Jesus found the colt Himself, He does not send disciples; He did not use the preacher, He did it Himself. I would like to say to you, dear friend, that despite all that has been said tonight, and all the preachings you have heard before, what it comes down to is your own direct relations with Jesus; it is just between you and Him. In John’s gospel it is between yourself and Him. It says in Matthew, I want you for My kingdom; in Mark, I want you for My testimony; in 58 

Luke, I want you for My praise. Do you know what it says in John?—I want you for My family. I want to bring you into the blessedness and joy of the Christian family. John presents the Father and the Son. He presents the Christian family; he presents the blessedness of what it is to come into the knowledge of God as your Father. It says at the beginning of John’s gospel that to those who receive Christ, to them gave He 

the right to be called the children of God. It is one of the blessings of the gospel that God would bring you into. 

Now you have to come into this yourself, nobody can bring you in. We can present it to you and we love to present it to you. O, if only I could speak better about my Saviour to win your heart for Him! He has won my heart and I would like to win your heart; from my heart I would like to invite you to accept the fact that Jesus wants to find you. He wants to sit on you, as it were; He wants to take over your life to bring you into the joy, and the preciousness, and the protection of this family. He wants you to learn the protection in the family of God and come into the feelings and affections of the Saviour God. He is not a God at a distance, He is a God who has love; a God with the desire to have creatures near to Him, but near to Him in the sense of family relationships; so that those who believe and trust in the Lord Jesus are called the children of God. Would you not like to come into that? Well, He has need of you in that, because the family of God is an eternal thought, and will go right through. It is not just for time it is for eternity, and the Lord would say to you, This is your time now, this is your opportunity, I want you in it. He wants to have your company, not only now but in all eternity. 

Well, may there be, with every one of us, an answer to this simple message. O, if I could have conveyed it in more power and more simplicity, but there is this simple message to you, that the Lord in the gospel has met all your need, and He has need of you. May it be so. 

Preaching at Glasgow
21 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 21:1-11 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. [4] But all this came to pass, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. [6] But the disciples, having gone and done as Jesus had ordered them, [7] brought the ass and the colt and put their garments upon them, and he sat on them. [8] But a very great crowd strewed their own garments on the way, and others kept cutting down branches from the trees and strewing them on the way. [9] And the crowds who went before him and who followed cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed [be] he who comes in the name of [the] Lord; hosanna in the highest. [10] And as he entered into Jerusalem, the whole city was moved, saying, Who is this? [11] And the crowds said, This is Jesus the prophet who is from Nazareth of Galilee.

Mark 11:1-6 (JND) [1] And when they draw near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples, [2] and says to them, Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no [child] of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it [here]. [3] And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither. [4] And they departed, and found a colt bound to the door without at the crossway, and they loose him. [5] And some of those who stood there said to them, What are ye doing, loosing the colt? [6] And they said to them as Jesus had commanded. And they let them [do it].

Luke 19:29-34 (JND) [29] And it came to pass as he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the mountain called [the mount] of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, [30] saying, Go into the village over against [you], in which ye will find, on entering it, a colt tied up, on which no [child] of man ever sat at any time: loose it and lead it [here]. [31] And if any one ask you, Why do ye loose [it]? thus shall ye say to him, Because the Lord has need of it. [32] And they that were sent, having gone their way, found as he had said to them. [33] And as they were loosing the colt, its masters said to them, Why loose ye the colt? [34] And they said, Because the Lord has need of it.

John 12:12-15 (JND) [12] On the morrow a great crowd who came to the feast, having heard that Jesus is coming into Jerusalem, [13] took branches of palms and went out to meet him, and cried, Hosanna, blessed [is] he that comes in the name of [the] Lord, the King of Israel. [14] And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat upon it; as it is written, [15] Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.



EXTRACTS

There is an important word here which I commend to every young believer. “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” (Proverbs 1: 10). The secret of many an unhappy and unfruitful life can be found in the inability to say “No”, if you want an accomplishment that will be of practical service to you as a Christian, cultivate the power to say “No”. There are many sinners around, and there is also a sinner within, ready at all times to entice you from 

“the paths of life”. They only consult to cast you down from your excellency, and to move you away from your true happiness. You must not parley with them; you must not compromise; you must say “No”. When a neighbour, or acquaintance, or fellow-worker in the shop or the office asks you to go here and there for worldly pleasure, or offers to lend you a worldly book, that is the time to say “No”. It does no good to get out of such things by making excuses. If you make excuses they will keep on at you, but if you quietly and graciously tell them you cannot do as they desire, and why, it is very probable that they will not trouble you again. 

Then, as I have said, there is a sinner within. The desires and tastes of the flesh may often appeal for gratification. The flesh in us is as fond of the things of the world as ever. The first qualification of a disciple of Christ is the ability to say “No” to himself. “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16: 24). 

C. A. Coates (‘The Paths of Life’, pp.11, 12) 

To promote and maintain the rights of One only entitled where they are not owned, or only carelessly acknowledged, is not only the duty but the happiness of a righteous soul. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 8, p.464) 
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Scripture references

Proverbs 1:10 (JND) [10] My son, if sinners entice thee, consent not.

Matthew 16:24 (JND) [24] Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
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