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GRACE AND SEPARATION

J. Wright 

Luke 3: 21, 22; 4: 14–35; Matthew 12: 46–50; 

13: 1–3 (to ‘parables’), 10–12, 36–39, 44–52 

My simple impression beloved brethren in speaking at this time, is to seek help to say a word on two prominent features of the truth that mark this dispensation. One of them is grace and the other is separation. Sometimes there is an effort to put one feature of the truth against another. Many sects in Christendom have been formed through pressing one feature of the truth at the expense of others. And some of us have known sorrowfully that kind of thing in our own history. Mr Raven used to speak of the truth as one whole, not truths, but the truth as one whole. If we give up one feature of the truth we lose the whole. And I refer to these scriptures because these features of the truth we are speaking of are seen perfectly in the Lord Jesus Himself, “as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. We see everything set out in Him perfectly. 

Luke’s gospel sets out the Lord Jesus as the Vessel of divine grace. He has set forth divine grace, and in the section where we began the Lord Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit came upon Him. He is the Vessel of divine grace, the anointed Vessel for testimony. God was making Himself known in grace in this blessed Man. In the dispensation in which we are, God is selective in whom He anoints. There were certain ones in the Old Testament who were anointed for a certain purpose. The Lord Jesus has made God known perfectly in testimony to men, and that was in the power and dignity of the anointing. The Holy Spirit came upon Him in a bodily form as a dove in a complete way. The Holy Spirit never came upon anybody like that before. The Holy Spirit did come upon persons in the Old Testament, but not in this complete way in which He was able to come upon the Lord Jesus. The perfection of the Lord Jesus comes out. He is perfect in every way. He is unique in every way. The stages of growth were seen in the Lord Jesus here, in this gospel, first as a Babe and then as a Boy and then as a Man. He had reached full maturity in manhood here, about the age of thirty. There was no development morally with the Lord Jesus. He was perfect at every stage of His growth in His life here. 

He was in full manhood when the Holy Spirit came upon Him. There was holiness with the Lord Jesus, this gospel brings that out, “the holy thing also which shall be born”, Luke 1: 35. 

There was intrinsic holiness with the Lord Jesus. It has been said, the first moral feature of glory seen in the Lord Jesus in manhood, was that of dependence. He is seen in this gospel as a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger, what dependence! In Luke 3 He was seen in dependence. He was praying; the Holy Spirit came upon a praying man, a dependent man. He was the holy Vessel of God’s pleasure. The Father’s voice is addressed to Him here, it says “the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. It is a remarkable thing that most of the Lord’s life is not recorded. Luke’s gospel gives us more than any other gospel of His earlier life, but he only gives us a little. We last hear of Him in this gospel, when He was twelve years old, in the temple, where He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. He was about His Father’s business, and then we hear no more of Him until He was about thirty years old. 

His life was short, thirty-three and a half years. He was cut off, the scripture says, “after the sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and shall have nothing”, Daniel 9: 26. The Lord Jesus felt that. He felt the fact that He was cut off, the prophetic reference in the psalm is, “I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days!”, Psalm 102: 24. Thirty-three and a half years and He was cut off. What that was to Him and what that was to the Father! 

Think of the delight the Father found in Christ, “in thee I have found my delight”. Mr Taylor senior said that ‘every day in the life of Christ was like a millennium to God it was so full’ (see Vol. 32, p.347). One day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day with the Lord. A day in the life of Christ was like a thousand years to God it was so full, yet He was cut off in the midst of His days. 

But I want to come to this point that He was the Vessel of divine grace. He set on this dispensation of grace, we have been speaking of it in the reading earlier. Scripture speaks of it, “the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”, Titus 2: 11. 

There was grace before, in the Old Testament God operated in grace; it was not all demand, there was grace. There was grace on God’s part when He clothed Adam and Eve with skins; the children of Israel in their early years in the wilderness were under grace. But the time came when this glorious dispensation was set on, the dispensation of grace, and the Lord Jesus was the Vessel of it. He proceeds in the dignity and the power of the Spirit. The Spirit came upon Him, and the Lord Jesus was led by the Spirit in the wilderness. He was tempted in the wilderness. He met Satan there in the wilderness. He met Him in dependent manhood. 

He did not meet him in the glory of what He was as a divine Person, He met him as a dependent Man. He overcame him, He bound the strong man and plundered his goods. He is going to plunder his goods, He is going to free men from the captivity and the power of Satan. The Lord Jesus was going to do that in His service. 

God had committed Himself publicly to the Lord Jesus. The anointing involves that God committed Himself to Christ, and He was here to make God known in grace. But He moves in the power of the Spirit and He comes to Nazareth, where He was brought up. He was the anointed Preacher. 

He brings that out, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”. He says. “And the book of the prophet Esaias was given to him; and having unrolled the book he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor”. The service of grace had begun. The dispensation of grace had begun. It had begun in the Lord Jesus in this way as the anointed Vessel. You might say, Well surely this would be accepted, the Lord Jesus would be accepted! He moved with such dignity and such power that they all “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”. They came out of the mouth of Jesus, those words of grace. But when the Lord Jesus began to apply the truth they rejected it. They did not like it. They did not like grace. Grace is a thing that persons find hard to accept, particularly the religious man, he finds it hard to accept. The Lord Jesus was pointing to the fact that there were those outside of Israel who came into the benefit of grace, the widow of Sarepta and Naaman the Syrian, and they did not like that, they were filled with rage. 

When Paul was speaking to the Jews, he reached a point when he said he would go out to the nations; divine grace would go out to the nations and they would receive it; and that is when the Jews were opposed, their opposition came out, that is the Jewish mind. It is a wonderful thing beloved brethren to appreciate grace. It makes nothing of us at all, it is divine grace that operates. 

Well the Lord Jesus still goes on in grace. He went on and goes into another synagogue. 

Think of that, another synagogue, the seat of opposition was in the synagogue. And there was a man there having a spirit of an unclean demon and “he cried with a loud voice, saying, Eh! 

what have we to do with thee, Jesus, Nazarene?”. The Lord Jesus goes into that place where there was opposition to Himself, and He served this man in grace, a man who was under the power of Satan. The Lord Jesus was plundering 

Satan’s goods. He was delivering men from the power of Satan, and He serves this man. The Lord Jesus went into the synagogue, a place where we would not or could not go, but the Lord is serving persons today, wherever they are in grace. Whatever difficulty they are under, whatever bondage they are under, whatever power they are under, the Lord Jesus can go and He does go, and He serves persons. He is doing that today, to liberate them from the power of Satan. He serves this man in such a way that this demon comes out and there is no injury to the man. The Lord Jesus goes on in His service in this gospel in His service in grace. 

Shortly after this He secures Peter. He goes into Peter’s house where his mother-in-law was suffering under a fever, very difficult conditions in that house. He serves her, He heals her, and she serves them. But He is out to reach Peter. The Lord is going to secure persons for Himself, and secure persons to have part in this dispensation where the grace of God goes out to men. He is going to secure Peter. He comes into Peter’s business, when business was bad and He made his business prosperous; but He served him in grace, and Peter came to a judgment of himself in the presence of the Lord, how unworthy he was, he came to that himself, “I am a sinful man”, Luke 5: 8. Peter was secured and how he shone in the early chapters of Acts, a vessel of grace, bringing out the grace of God towards men. 

At the close of this gospel the Lord Jesus tells his disciples that they were to remain in the city until they be clothed with power from on high. The power in which the Lord Jesus ministered to men and displayed the grace of God, His disciples were to act in the same power, in the same character, the same manner. They were men who were formed by the Lord Jesus, they came under His gracious touch, they came under His instruction. Their wills were subdued. We spoke about that in the reading about how divine grace subdues our will. 

There is nothing like grace to subdue us in that way. They were amenable under 

the Lord’s hand, like the clay in the hand of the potter, how amenable these men were to the Lord’s service. You get the full result in Acts when the Spirit came upon such persons. The Spirit came upon persons who had the same character as the Lord Jesus. They were not perfect, but there was the same character there; and the Holy Spirit comes upon persons, the anointing comes upon persons who are formed after Christ. There is something there, in principle, of the manhood of Jesus, the humanity of the Lord Jesus. God is not committing Himself to any other man, or any other kind of man. The service goes on rightly in the power and dignity of the anointing. It is not a question of natural excitement, or natural ability. The Lord Jesus in this gospel of Luke is acting in a priestly way; it is also the priestly gospel and if this service is to be carried on effectively and rightly for God it is to be carried on in persons who are priestly. The priests had on the linen ephod and the linen breeches, there was no wool, nothing to excite. That is the kind of person that the Spirit takes up, and the service goes on rightly in the power and dignity of the anointing. 

What I feel beloved brethren, is that this dispensation of grace has been set on, and it can only be carried on in that power. It cannot be carried on in any other way but in the power of the Spirit, and the power and dignity of the anointing, otherwise God is not rightly represented or rightly served. That is what I had to say about grace, it is a wonderful thing. It is a wonderful thing to have part in this dispensation where grace has been made known so fully. You might say, Well how could I have part in it, I am not a preacher, sisters do not preach, but then when you come to Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 12 he speaks of the anointed vessel, “so also is the Christ” (1 Corinthians 12: 12). That is not Christ personally, that is what the assembly is as the anointed vessel, and we can each have part in it, in fact each one who has the Holy Spirit is essential for that. That is the truth of the body that we are essential to it, no one member can elect himself out of it. So God has in various 

places that which represents Himself, that in which divine grace is made known. So that it is not only in persons who may preach or serve or minister, it is to be seen in them, but it is to be seen in each one of us as having part in this vessel which is “the Christ”. We have all been baptised by one Spirit into one body. As receiving the Spirit we are baptised into this one body and we have an essential part in it. But to function in it effectively, it says, we “have all been given to drink of one Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 12: 13. I think if we drink into that, beloved brethren, and find satisfaction in our part in it, we shall function in it and fill out our part in it. 

I want to come to this other feature and that is separation which comes out in Matthew’s gospel. The Lord Jesus here refers to persons as His mother and His brethren. First of all His natural mother and brethren who were standing without; the Lord Jesus was proceeding with His teaching and they were outside. You might say they had a natural advantage, but what was natural here was intruding on the Lord’s service to hinder it. The Lord Jesus takes opportunity to say, “Who is my mother, and who are my brethren? And, stretching out his hand to his disciples, he said, Behold my mother and my brethren; for whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in the heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”. The idea of family relations is brought in there, His mother and His brethren. The Lord Jesus is pleased to identify Himself with such persons. These are His brethren on moral lines, not on spiritual lines exactly as we get in John 20, but on moral lines. He is able to identify His disciples in this way as a family, and the Lord is pleased to associate such persons with Himself. 

This comes at the end of a chapter where the awful conditions in Israel are exposed. The Lord Jesus at this point was rejected. Chapter 11 brings out the Lord’s rejection, His works of power had been rejected. The synoptic gospels present the Lord in His service to men and to Israel. The Lord presents Himself in perfection; the Lord’s 

manhood, and the Lord’s person are presented to them, and His service and there was perfection in it. But men took account of it, many even got the benefits of it, the wonderful service of Christ, but He was rejected. In John’s gospel the Lord Jesus was rejected right from the beginning, but in the synoptic gospels He was presented to them, and the point comes when they say ‘We are not going to have that, we are not going to have that Man’, they reject Him. In Matthew 11 He is rejected because of the kind of man that He is, ‘We are not having that man, that kind of man’. Later of course when it came to the point of crucifixion, they say, “Away with this man” (Luke 23: 18), we will not have this Man to reign over us. He was rejected. He was rejected because of the kind of man He was, a meek and lowly man. He could not fit into the world’s system, that kind of man cannot fit into the world’s system and He is rejected. Did not the Lord feel it? but He said, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou has hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”, Matthew 11: 25. 

But here in chapter 12 things are getting worse. They say the Lord Jesus cast out demons by Beelzebub, the prince of demons (Matthew 12: 24). Think of the awful conditions that existed in Israel at this point and the Lord leaves it, He separates Himself from it. Then it says at the beginning of chapter 13, “And that same day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea”. He went out from the house, He left it. The point comes when the Lord has to leave it, separate from it. The state of things around us, beloved brethren, not only in the world generally, but in what professes His name, what is against Him in that way, the Lord has left it. Of course I quite understand there are persons in these systems who are the Lord’s. You hear sometimes of persons who speak against some of the things that are being done and said; they speak the truth, but they are there, and the Lord has left it. 

If we are really to be with the Lord, we have to be governed by the Lord’s own movements, and that is what comes out in this section in Matthew; the disciples, these persons who do the will of the Father who is in the heavens, are governed by the Lord’s own movements. The Lord has left one house, but He goes on with His teaching, He takes on this parabolic teaching. I used to think at one time that the Lord’s teaching in parables would make the truth simple, but it is not, there is what is judicial in the Lord’s teaching in parables, that things are hidden from certain persons. He hides things from the mind of man. He is not pandering to the mind of man, things are hidden from them, but there are persons who are interested. The disciples came up and said to Him, “Why speakest thou to them in parables?” He tells them that He has spoken certain things in parables because things are hidden from certain persons. In Matthew 11 He speaks of the Father hiding things from the wise and prudent and revealing them to babes. But here the Lord is saying regarding the crowd that things are hidden from them. 

But then the disciples ask the Lord questions, and the Lord takes up another position in verse 36, “Then, having dismissed the crowds, he went into the house”. He went into another house. He had left one house and He went into another house. We have to leave what is not of God, that is to separate from evil, if we are to come into what is of God. The Lord had left one house and gone into another, and His disciples followed Him. They had left too, they were following the Lord, and being governed by the Lord’s own movements. We are exhorted at the end of Hebrews, “let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”, Hebrews 13: 13. Separation is essential if we are to come into the gain of the truth of the assembly. The Lord opens up in this other house the truth as to the assembly and what the assembly means to Him, first of all in relation to the treasure and then in relation to the pearl. 

He spoke in other parables to the crowd about what the kingdom of God had become publicly. It was never intended 

that the whole sphere should be leavened, but that is what has happened, the public position, it has become leavened. It was never intended that it should become the great tree, housing all kinds of birds, that is what it has become. The question the disciples address first of all to the Lord is as to the parable of the darnel of the field. There are those whom the Lord has sown, these are the sons of the kingdom. The disciples would be among them. Now the question is, Am I among them, am I among the sons of the kingdom? persons who are formed in kingdom truth, in kingdom principles as coming under the Lord’s own instruction. But then there are the sons of the evil one and they are an imitation. The effort of the enemy in opposition to the truth at this present day is imitation, and the nearer the imitation is to the real thing in appearance the more dangerous it is. 

There were those who came to Him in the house, who had already left one house. We have to really separate from evil if we are to come into the gain of the truth of the assembly. And it provides a ground of gathering. To say that separation from evil is not the ground of gathering, but grace is, leaves it too open. Grace is necessary, we need to maintain the grace of the present dispensation, but we have to separate from evil, and grace is the power for gathering, it is the power for it. It is a wonderful thing that grace is operating and it is the power for gathering. When we speak of the ground for gathering, that involves the ground on which the assembly actually stands as in this world. There is the light in which the assembly is in the counsels of God, but as in the world in testimony it is founded on the judgment of evil. We must have that, beloved brethren, if we are to come into the gain of the truth of the assembly. (There is a helpful reading with Mr James Taylor on ‘The Ground of Gathering’ in New Series Vol. 37, page 128). 

The Lord opens this up to His disciples here, those that were with Him in the house. It is like what has been opened up in the days of the recovery to the truth in temple enquiry, 

things have been opened up. It is because persons have separated from evil that they come to the truth as to the assembly in temple character. I might be brought up where the truth is known, and I come along because my parents come, but we all have to face this that we are in that position where we have separated from evil and the Lord can open up things to us. So they were governed by the Lord’s own movements and He says at the end, “Have ye understood all these things? They say to him, Yea, Lord. And he said to them, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old”. He has something to bring out of his treasure, things new and old. He has come under the Lord’s instruction, he is a householder, he cares for divine things. How we need to care for divine things, beloved brethren, how we need to care for the precious truth as to the assembly, what it is to Christ, it is near to His heart! May we care for it, may we cherish it, and may we be helped to bring things out as to Christ and the assembly. 

I feel how feebly I have presented these things, but the two things must be maintained. If things are to be maintained rightly in this dispensation, we must maintain grace, beloved brethren, we must be helped of the Lord to maintain it, and it can only be maintained rightly as we are in the power of the Spirit, in the power and dignity of the anointing. And to maintain separation from evil so that what is precious to Christ, the truth as to the assembly is preserved. May the Lord help us in His name. 

Address at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
23 May 2009 

 


Scripture references

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 4:14-35 (JND) [14] And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee; and a rumour went out into the whole surrounding country about him; [15] and *he* taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. [16] And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read. [17] And [the] book of the prophet Esaias was given to him; and having unrolled the book he found the place where it was written, [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered, [19] to preach [the] acceptable year of [the] Lord. [20] And having rolled up the book, when he had delivered it up to the attendant, he sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him. [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph? [23] And he said to them, Ye will surely say to me this parable, Physician, heal thyself; whatsoever we have heard has taken place in Capernaum do here also in thine own country. [24] And he said, Verily I say to you, that no prophet is acceptable in his [own] country. [25] But of a truth I say to you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land, …

Matthew 12:46-50 (JND) [46] But while he was yet speaking to the crowds, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, seeking to speak to him. [47] Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren are standing without, seeking to speak to thee. [48] But he answering said to him that spoke to him, Who is my mother, and who are my brethren? [49] And, stretching out his hand to his disciples, he said, Behold my mother and my brethren; [50] for whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in [the] heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Daniel 9:26 (JND) [26] And after the sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and shall have nothing; and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with an overflow, and unto the end, war, the desolations determined.

Psalms 102:24 (JND) [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation.

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

Luke 5:8 (JND) [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

1 Corinthians 12:12 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (JND) [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Matthew 12:24 (JND) [24] But the Pharisees, having heard [it], said, This [man] does not cast out demons, but by Beelzebub, prince of demons.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:



DEPENDENCE AS SEEN IN CHRIST AND IN THE SAINTS

A. J. McSeveney 

Luke 23: 46; Acts 9: 1–9, 22–25; 1 Corinthians 2: 1–5; Acts 20: 7–12 

I seek special help from the Spirit, dear brethren, to say a word as to dependence as seen in Christ and in the saints. It has been well said that two features characterised the Lord Jesus in manhood, all through His life, but particularly at the temptations—one was obedience and the other was dependence (J. N. Darby, Synopsis Vol. 3, pp. 221,223). I would like in this address to focus on dependence. 

You feel that you are treading on holy ground in speaking of One who was in the form of God, and yet One who “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”, Philippians 2: 7. 

According to His deity, as “over all, God blessed for ever” (Romans 9: 5), there is nothing, of course, He could not do in His power, but the wonderful fact is that that divine Person became man and walked in dependence upon God. Right from the point of the incarnation, God made the Lord Jesus trust upon His “mother’s breasts”, Psalm 22: 9. He could say, “thou art my God from my mother’s belly”, Psalm 22: 10. You think of that Babe—a divine Person in manhood, held by His mother, and although thankful for everything that she would afford Him, nevertheless, having His confidence and dependence on God. 

Think of Him as He grew up, “in favour with God and men”, Luke 2: 52. I have been impressed for some time with that incident in the life of the Lord Jesus at twelve years of age where the will of God was different from the will of His parents. When the parents of the Lord Jesus pursued one line, and when the will of God required Him to pursue another line, I would judge that involved dependence for that blessed, holy Man. You remember what it says in another 

psalm, “For had my father and my mother forsaken me, then had Jehovah taken me up”, Psalm 27: 10. Think of the Lord Jesus fulfilling the will of God at the age of twelve; doing everything that God required from Him, even if it meant diverging from what His parents desired, and trusting God for the consequences. We know so little about His manhood between twelve and thirty. What a time it must have been for God to look upon that blessed wonderful, holy Man growing up through His teenage years and into manhood. 

Then there came the point when He came out in public service from the banks of the Jordan as anointed by God (Luke 3: 21, 22). How wonderful it is to see the way that when all were confessing their sins, there was a blessed Man there who had nothing to confess, but rather was praying as He came out of the waters of baptism in a perfect expression of dependent manhood. It is to such a Man that the heaven could be opened and God declare His delight. 

On such a blessed Man, the Holy Spirit could descend “in a bodily form as a dove” (Luke 3: 22). After that, according to Matthew, He “was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit” 

(Matthew 4: 1). In Luke, He “was led by the Spirit in the wilderness forty days” (Luke 4: 1). 

In Mark, “the Spirit drives him out into the wilderness” (Mark 1: 12). However, in Matthew, He was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit”. Think of that blessed Man, as Man, facing the devil in the wilderness and answering him according to Scripture. According to Mark, after the temptations were finished, “the angels ministered to him” (Mark 1: 13). What an expression of dependence that was. What a blessed Man! 

You see Him in His life down here as He embarked on service. Of course, in the power of His deity there was nothing He could not do, but there are times in the gospels when you see Him looking up into heaven. He looked up to heaven before He fed the five thousand (Matthew 14: 19). What a wonderful expression of dependence that was, as a dependent Man, He would look to God for all that was 

necessary to provide for the needs of those that were assembled. Beloved brethren, the further you go on the more tested you feel speaking about the Lord Jesus, because His pathway must lead to the cross. Yet, before He reached there, He knelt down at the mount of Olives. What a thing it is to see that blessed Man with sweat coming down from His holy brow “as great drops of blood”, Luke 22: 44. It is also in Luke’s account that an angel appeared to the Lord Jesus, “from heaven strengthening him” (Luke 22: 43). Is that not wonderful dependence? 

The Lord Jesus goes on to the cross, and according to Hebrews it was by the eternal Spirit that He “offered himself spotless to God” (Hebrews 9: 14). He is the perfect burnt-offering as in dependence upon the Spirit He would offer Himself spotless to God. I am not able to say too much, about what followed that—I cannot—it is so great and so wonderful, but think of Him saying, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. Then, according to Luke, after the veil of the temple was rent, He could say, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”. What an expression of dependence that was! 

After that, He laid down His life, His blood was shed and He lay “in the heart of the earth three days and three nights”, Matthew 12: 40. We know that in the gospels, generally He rises from among the dead, but in the epistles, generally He is raised from among the dead. That is, if in the gospels He rises in the power of who He is in His deity, in the epistles He is raised in the dependence of His manhood—“raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. It is holy ground, and one can hardly say much more, but it is remarkable that in resurrection the Lord Jesus should charge the apostles by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1: 2). I do not presume to understand that, or to be able to expound it, but I find it most remarkable. Now, He is in glory, and according to Psalm 110, He sat down at Jehovah’s right hand until Jehovah puts His enemies as footstool of His feet (Psalm 110: 1). 

Indeed, as we often remind ourselves, as to the time of the Lord Jesus’ coming back, not even the Son knows, “but the Father”, Mark 13: 32. 

Dear brethren, one old brother used to say to us, when you come to Christ you come to perfection. You see every moral feature that God requires in man, expressed perfectly in Christ, and yet, what is true of Him, as Man must be continued in His saints. God would have us to become dependent persons; and if one might say so, I feel that that is one of the fine things God is doing with us at the present time. He is leading many of us along the pathway that leads to us becoming dependent upon Him. 

I read in Acts 9, to show the way that that pathway of dependence begins. I have thought a lot about Saul of Tarsus and judge at that time there would hardly be a man more naturally brilliant. Think of all the natural energy, academic brilliance and religious zeal and background that he had. Who was like him amongst natural men? Yet, there came a time on the Damascus road when he not only met Christ, but Christ met him. Saul had to fall on his face, and accept that there was One greater than he was. Thank God, he did so. I think when Saul said, “Who art thou, Lord?” the Lord really dealt with his conscience in that now he would have to judge everything under His authority. However, when the Lord said, “I am Jesus”. He really spoke to Saul’s heart. The Lord did not pass by Saul’s sins. He said, “whom thou persecutest”. That is the summary of Saul of Tarsus’ conversion—what a conversion it was. 

It is clear from the histories of men like Mr Darby that they went through the same character of exercise. Dear brethren, if we have never come this way, we will need to travel it sometime, and it is better to do so when we are younger rather than when we are older. 

Perhaps our conversions were not quite like this, but, nevertheless, there needs to come that time when we entirely submit ourselves 

to the Lord Jesus, and begin on the pathway of dependence. Saul was led by the hand into Damascus and remained there for three days “without seeing, and neither ate nor drank”. He was learning dependence. If Saul was going to be what God wanted him to be and serve as God wanted him to serve, then he would need to learn to be dependent upon divine Persons. 

His own natural brilliance could not enter into the service of God. He would need to go down, and we need to go down and keep going down, if we are going to be serviceable to the Lord. 

So, there Saul was, expressing his dependence on Another, as he neither saw, ate, nor drank. 

As the chapter progresses, we find that not only did Saul discover that he needed to be dependent upon divine Persons, but he also needed to be dependent upon the saints. God sent Ananias to Saul in order that he might “see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9: 17). 

You will find that the apostle never forgot persons like Ananias. We can read the last chapters of some of his epistles, and see all the names that he mentions, and how he appreciated those who helped and served. He really loved the brethren. He appreciated persons who took the time to do whatever they could for him, and I believe in his service we will see before we close, that God ensured that he would need to be dependent on His people, sometimes for even the basic necessities of life. So, dependence for us is not only upon God—it is that—but sometimes it expresses itself in the way that we are dependent on the saints. We cannot do without the beloved brethren. Where would we be if we were only individuals left on our own? We need the brethren. God would have us to see that. God does not want us to go on as isolated units. He wants us to prove the love, care and interest of His dear people. 

When Saul was preaching and confounding the Jews in the synagogues that Jesus was the Christ, “the Jews consulted together to kill him”. Saul became aware of their plot and we can see here what happened next. You think of these blessed disciples, how they took Saul “by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket”. Some of these persons may have suffered from Saul of Tarsus before his conversion, but that was all finished now. Saul loved them and they loved him. There he was, in that basket, in entire dependence upon God and upon the saints. I think it is a lovely expression of dependence to be able to put yourself in the hands of brethren and be safe there. They will look after you, God will see to it. I say again, great man that he was, God would never let the apostle forget that not only did he need to be dependent on Him, but he also, at times, would need to be dependent on the saints. He would not have him to be independent either of God or of His people. 

I read in 1 Corinthians 2 to show the way that this dependence entered into the apostle’s service. It is well to remember that, according to Acts 16, there came that point where Paul required direction from the Spirit as to where to go or not to go in his service. Paul would have his own thoughts, perhaps his own plans, as we all have. However, in order to serve according to the way that God would have him to serve, in the place that God would have him to be, he had to depend on the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

He came eventually to Corinth. What a place it was. In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul gives us an insight as to his experience as he went to Corinth. We must bear in mind this man’s natural brilliance and academic ability. If there was anyone who could meet the Corinthians on their own ground it was Paul, but he was frightened to do so. He was not frightened of them; he was concerned that their faith “might not stand in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power”. Such was the character of Paul’s conversion and the way that it was completely divine in its origin, that he would not want any of his natural brilliance to enter into the conversion of any person that he preached to. That is the difference between revival 

preaching and New Testament preaching. A revival preacher will trust in his natural ability, and will be able to sway a crowd with the appeal that he makes. He will be able to draw out natural emotions or sentimentality in the hearts of those who listen. Beloved brethren, the result of such preaching is that if persons that are apparently converted are going to be anything for God, then He needs to begin all over again with them. 

Paul was dependent upon the Spirit when he went to Corinth. He had all these natural things at his disposal but he put all to one side. It is so important that our service is “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in order that the faith of the saints “might not stand in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power”. You almost tremble to stand here, in case what you are naturally is projected and is imbibed by the persons who hear. If that is the case, it will only lead ultimately to disaster. The only thing that will stand is the work of God. It is Mr Darby who said, the work for God is the work of God’ (J. N. Darby, Letters Vol. 3, p.46). 

There is a great need in service to put everything that marks us naturally to one side. Like Paul, we should be “crucified with Christ”, Galatians 2: 20. In serving the saints, we must judge what we are naturally and, through the Spirit’s power, we ought to seek too that our service is “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power”. 

You not only have to pray before your service; sometimes you need a touch from the Lord during your service. You remember the apostle in Acts 18 required a divine revelation to assist him in his service in Corinth (Acts 18: 9, 10). The going was difficult. The ground was hard but the Lord helped Paul. Thus, you find that not only was Paul dependent at the beginning of his service, but also during his service. Indeed, other scriptures would help us to see that he was dependent after his service was completed. A brother said once in his own quiet way, ‘You would be exercised to pray after the preaching as well as before’. That is a helpful word from a 

man who could preach. The servant really cannot effect anything. There comes that time in the apostle’s history in Acts 20 when he commits the Ephesian elders “to God, and to the word of his grace” (Acts 20: 32). The matter is in God’s hands, and according to Ephesians 3. 

Paul in the prison cell bowed his knees in dependence on God that the work of God might develop in their souls (Ephesians 3: 14). It is God’s work and it is only He who can secure that which will be for His own pleasure. 

I want to speak briefly as to Acts 20 because I feel there is something that many of us, from time to time have to pass through, where we feel our entire inability to do anything save cast ourselves upon God. I know there is a tremendous spiritual application to be made from this. 

I do not set that aside but I want to speak at the moment about this scripture in its literal sense, as to the way that the apostle descended and enfolded Eutychus and said, “his life is in him”. 

In Acts 19, there were certain things that Paul wore which were used in order to heal persons at a distance from the apostle (Acts 19: 12). However, that was not going to suffice for Eutychus. It is affecting to see that the apostle was not only prepared to give an address in a prominent position, but also to descend and go down till he came to the same level as this person who had fallen from the third story. Then Paul enfolded Eutychus in his arms. I feel that Paul’s descent and posture were expressions of dependence. How Paul was dependent on God for this youth. Dear brethren, there are experiences in our lives when we must hand matters over to God. There are persons in this room who have proved that; whether it be in regard to the health of parents, husbands or wives, or children. There comes a time when your own natural brilliance goes for nothing and all you can do is kneel down and commend the matter to God. You say, why does God lead me this way? I have often asked that myself. I think it is because He wants us to be in the 

pathway of dependence. I say it again, there comes that moment which many of us here have proved when we have to commend the matter to God and leave it in His hands. It is so at times in spiritual things as well. Just now, I was referring to what the saints pass through in their bodies, and as we often say, what a time of suffering this is. How dependent it makes you feel when there is sickness in your family and you can do nothing save commend the matter to God. Of course, we could do no better, but it is something to come to that, and often it is the same with the souls of our brethren. 

It is a sad thing when persons fall spiritually. In seeking to help such, there comes a point when you realise the matter is really in God’s hands. You do what you can, under God, but really the issue is in His hands and He would have us to feel that. I often wonder why the brethren have passed through all they have gone through over the past few years. I think it is so that we might see that matters are in God’s hands, and He would have us to learn dependence on Him. There is a wonderful positive result here. You can always look for that. 

You can always look for God to come in and achieve something. If He does not do it physically He will do it morally. In all these things, God has an end to reach and that is that we should “be conformed to the image of his Son”, Romans 8: 29. 

I finish now with a word on 2 Timothy 4 to conclude this thought of dependence. In reading 2 

Timothy in our household readings, we were freshly affected with the way that the apostle at the end of his life was dependent on the dear saints for the simplest of things. There certainly is a spiritual application to be made as to the cloak which Paul left behind him in Troas at Carpus’s, that Timothy had to bring (2 Timothy 4: 13). However, I am thinking now more of a dependent man facing winter (I speak simply) and looking for a cloak to shield him from the elements. He relied on Timothy to bring the cloak. Paul could not fetch it himself 

with a chain about him. He looked for Timothy also to bring “the books, especially the parchments” (2 Timothy 4: 13). Yet, even though Paul valued the saints, and asked them to provide the simplest things, there came a point when all “deserted” him (2 Timothy 4: 16). 

When we read this at home, we felt that “deserted” was a very strong word. In chapter 1, Paul records that all who were in Asia had “turned away” from him (2 Timothy 4: 15). That was bad enough, but in chapter 4, all deserted him at the time of his greatest extremity, when he needed the brethren to stand alongside him. When he needed all the help that the saints could give, Paul was left alone, and yet he was not alone, because he had a special sense of the Lord’s presence with him. All deserted Paul but the Lord stood with him (2 Timothy 4: 17). 

What a blessing that must have been for Paul when he stood before Nero, having to proclaim fully the glad tidings, and feeling in his spirit what it was to be alone. How he must have appreciated that the Lord was there. 

I would not at all say that the brethren would desert you. However, there are times when for various reasons they may not be available to help, but you can always look to the Lord. You can always turn to the Lord, and He is only too willing to draw alongside and grant you a touch of His presence. Great man that Paul was, having stood already before kings and governors, he needed the Lord’s help at this moment and the Lord gave it. Dear brethren, in our pathways, there are times we face things, when we really need the Lord’s help, and the wonderful thing is that He gives it to us as we depend upon Him. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Grangemouth
4 April 2009 

 


Scripture references

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Acts 9:1-25 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. …

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; [4] and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; [5] that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God's power.

Acts 20:7-12 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Psalms 22:9 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts.

Psalms 22:10 (JND) [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly.

Luke 2:52 (JND) [52] And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Psalms 27:10 (JND) [10] For had my father and my mother forsaken me, then had Jehovah taken me up.

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Matthew 4:1 (JND) [1] Then Jesus was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil:

Luke 4:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness

Mark 1:12 (JND) [12] And immediately the Spirit drives him out into the wilderness.

Mark 1:13 (JND) [13] And he was in the wilderness forty days tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him.

Matthew 14:19 (JND) [19] And having commanded the crowds to recline upon the grass, having taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed: and having broken the loaves, he gave [them] to the disciples, and the disciples [gave them] to the crowds.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Luke 22:43 (JND) [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Acts 1:2 (JND) [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up;

Psalms 110 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet. [2] Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. [3] Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning [shall come] to thee the dew of thy youth. …

Psalms 110:1 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet.

Mark 13:32 (JND) [32] But of that day or of that hour no one knows, neither the angels who are in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:17 (JND) [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Acts 18 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. …

Acts 18:9-10 (JND) [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:32 (JND) [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:14 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ],

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

Acts 19:12 (JND) [12] so that even napkins or aprons were brought from his body [and put] upon the sick, and the diseases left them, and the wicked spirits went out.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

2 Timothy 4:16 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them.

2 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Against whom be *thou* also on thy guard, for he has greatly withstood our words.

2 Timothy 4:17 (JND) [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.



EXTRACTS

The Lord Jesus Christ took man’s place as appointed to destruction. He took up your cause and mine before God. He went to Calvary. He went to the cross, and there He exhausted the judgment. The judgment that was duly ours He took upon Himself vicariously as man. The judgment that lay upon us who were appointed to destruction, the Lord Jesus Christ has borne. And now our place, the place of the believer, is assured by His place in the presence of God. I do wish I might be able to convey to every heart here the position that Christ occupies at the present moment before God in relation to humanity. Directly it enters into your heart you have light, you have confidence. Peter tells us that God “has raised him from the dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God”. Directly you see that the One who took your place on the cross has been taken up by God, and placed in heaven in glory, your heart is filled with confidence in God. Your faith is in God. You say, ‘If He has taken that One and put Him in highest glory, what doubt can I have henceforth, what difficulty can I have henceforth? The place He has given Christ is my place, the favour towards Christ is the favour of God toward me’. It is so magnificent, so transcendent, that our hearts are slow to take it in; but the place that Christ has in heaven now is the measure of the believer’s place in the presence of God. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 4, pp.280,281) 

I am speaking about righteousness, the thing itself, and how it culminates under the title of God’s righteousness and how it appears in the heavenly city which is said to be pure gold, like transparent glass. A righteous man has no dark parts; all he is doing is bearing in one direction, and that is on the assembly, so that the assembly is pure gold. There is no part dark, 

“and the city pure gold, like pure glass”, Revelation 21: 18. Think of that! We are moving on to that. We have just sung, ‘God’s righteousness with glory bright’; we are going on to that, but then we are carrying it with us. It is not that we find it there, we go with it; we develop it, we have 

it, we belong to it, we are walking in it, as it says, “that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”. So that we have part in the heavenly city, in what is pure gold as transparent glass. Think of belonging to that! We belong to that already, it is being worked out now, and it is on this principle, dear brethren, that I have been speaking of it in the assembly. The current of our exercises is in that direction, that there might be righteousness in the building up of the assembly in righteousness. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 57, p.517) 

Many read Hebrews, and for many years I read it myself, as though the whole point was how we were to get through the wilderness. But the point, is, how you are led into perfection, to get out of the wilderness while you are actually in the wilderness—to get into the holiest, entering into rest, as it were. You enter into the rest of God when you see that all God’s ways have found their rest and accomplishment in Christ in glory. Christ has been raised from the dead and exalted, and we see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; that is the rest of God, the satisfaction of all that He is. Aaron never went into the holiest to remain there—he did not enter as forerunner. Now Christ has entered in, and has sent forth the Holy Spirit to carry us there in spirit. The high priest could only go in alone, and had to come out again; he dared not go in to remain. There was no liberty or boldness; it was impossible that man could go in till God had come out; it would have been no good to man. How could he go in to God, unless God had revealed Himself? The veil was rent on the divine side to enable God to come out, when all before Him had been cleared to His glory. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 9, p.433)
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Scripture references

Revelation 21:18 (JND) [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass:
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