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THE RETURN JOURNEY

W. Dickson 

Philippians 2: 7–11; Luke 15: 17–20; 17: 11–19; 24: 50–53 

The gospel is preached because man has departed from God. If man had not departed from God there would have been no need for the gospel. I want to speak tonight of the return journey. It is wonderful that there is a way back to God, and that is part of the gospel—the return journey. I do trust that many will start on the return journey tonight. 

Before we speak of your journey, we should speak of the most wonderful journey that has ever been taken in the annals of time. That journey was from the manger to the cross, through death, and to the glory. Without that journey the gospel could never have been preached. Men write autobiographies recounting their travels, sometimes in very lengthy books, but the most wonderful journey the world has ever witnessed is related in these four verses of scripture. It says in the gospels that He was weary on that journey (John 4: 6). He sat at Sychar’s well, weary with the way He had come, weary with the journey that was taking Him to the cross, but He went that way in grace. Think of the steps in that journey, “taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself”. That was so different from the movements of men; they strive to take an upward journey to fame and glory in this world, but the journey Jesus took was a journey downward to the cross. Was that cross the terminus of that journey? Oh no, it was not the terminus but a turning point in the journey. Ah, that wonderful turning point! 

After the work had been done by Jesus, after He had shed His blood and atonement had been made on the cross, “God highly exalted him”. Think of the journey up to heaven—‘Received in glory bright up there’ (Hymn 350). Does your heart thrill when that hymn is sung? It further says that “God … granted him a name, that which is above every name “. That word “name” means fame—the fame of Jesus. Think of the vast number who are heralding the fame of Jesus, who are rejoicing to tell it forth. Then in verses 10–11 it speaks of every knee bowing. That is yet to come. What a sight it will be—tier after tier of beings bowing the knee to Jesus! Will you bow to Jesus now? If you bow to Him now you will join the vast heavenly company who will acclaim His fame in a day yet to come. 

Now we turn to this well-known scripture in Luke 15—a young man on a return journey. He came to himself—now has everyone here done that? Have you come to yourself? I think that means repentance, coming to yourself. Have you come to a judgment of yourself? If you have taken that wayward outward journey into the world, there is a way back through faith and repentance. He said, “How many hired servants of my father’s have abundance of bread, and I perish here by famine. I will rise up and go to my father”, He did not say, ‘I will rise up and go home’. No! He spoke of his father. The Father is God in grace, the character of the dispensation. The son “rose up and went to his own father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him”. I have often wondered how many storeys there were to this house and pictured the father climbing to the top to get a clear view of the road, because it says, “But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him”. Have you any doubt about the reception you will get if you take the return journey? The Father is looking for you and is waiting to welcome you. You will get a wonderful welcome because He wants you in His own house. He will cover you with kisses. But the welcome and the blessing all resulted from the journey that Jesus took, that journey to the cross. There would have been no welcome, no kisses, no best robe, ring or sandals had Jesus not suffered and died on the cross. God is a gracious God, full of grace, but righteousness required the death and blood-shedding of Jesus before these many blessings could be dispensed. The best robe, the ring on your finger—how many a dear saint has been thankful for, and comforted by, that ring—the Father’s unchanging, endless love. With the sandals on, the service of God in the liberty of sonship will be your portion, and the crowning blessing—to eat the fatted calf. 

What could that be but Christ, the food of the believer, the Man who glorified God and gave effect to His counsels of grace? 

From Luke 17 I want to speak simply of these ten leprous men. Somebody might say, ‘Luke 15 does not apply to me because I returned to the Father a long time ago’. That may be so, but perhaps Luke 17 applies to you. There were ten lepers cleansed but only one returned to give God the glory. The Lord Jesus asks, “But the nine, where are they?” Could I ask that question in this room at this time—Where are the nine? Has every one here returned to give glory to God? These persons were Christians as we would speak. The Lord says, “Go, shew yourselves to the priests”. Every converted person is a testimony in the world to the grace of God. May I ask the question, Are you one that has come back, or are you amongst the nine? Oh, make that return journey and give glory to God! God in His wondrous grace has blessed you. Do not remain amongst those who, so to speak, go their own way and live as worldly Christians. Nothing can be so empty as worldly Christianity, because it is neither Christ fully or the world fully. 

In Luke 24 Jesus led His disciples out as far as Bethany. It has been like Bethany today, the home of love; it is a wonderful experience to spend a time at Bethany. As Jesus was blessing them He was carried up into heaven. It does not say He went up; He was carried up; as if heaven said, ‘We delight to have Him back, the Father’s beloved Son’. He was carried up in joyous acclamation to heaven. Now this is what I want to speak about, “And they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy”. Have you returned to Jerusalem? 

Jerusalem in this passage means the place where God is praised; as it recounts, they “were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”. Can I appeal to everyone here to make that journey? Certainly make the return journey to the Father’s house, and certainly return and glorify God, but they returned to Jerusalem. These disciples knew there was a place where God could be praised. They were there continually. I do not think there is much happiness in being a Sunday Christian. God does not look for Sunday Christians. He wants persons who are continually praising and blessing Him. These things are only realized in the power of the Holy Spirit. God gives the Holy Spirit to fill your heart with peace and joy, to rejoice in His wondrous love in coming in in the Person of Jesus. May you take the return journey and find a place in His house praising and blessing Him. May you do it tonight. 

Preaching at Warrnambool
1 December 1985 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 2:7-11 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Luke 15:17-20 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine. [18] I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; [19] I am no longer worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. [20] And he rose up and went to his own father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses.

Luke 17:11-19 (JND) [11] And it came to pass as he was going up to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. [12] And as he entered into a certain village ten leprous men met him, who stood afar off. [13] And they lifted up [their] voice saying, Jesus, Master, have compassion on us. [14] And seeing [them] he said to them, Go, shew yourselves to the priests. And it came to pass as they were going they were cleansed. [15] And one of them, seeing that he was cured, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, [16] and fell on [his] face at his feet giving him thanks: and *he* was a Samaritan. [17] And Jesus answering said, Were not the ten cleansed? but the nine, where [are they]? [18] There have not been found to return and give glory to God save this stranger. [19] And he said to him, Rise up and go thy way: thy faith has made thee well.

Luke 24:50-53 (JND) [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them. [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And *they*, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 17 (JND) [1] And he said to his disciples, It cannot be but that offences come, but woe [to him] by whom they come! [2] It would be [more] profitable for him if a millstone were hanged about his neck and he cast into the sea, than that he should be a snare to one of these little ones. [3] Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother should sin, rebuke him; and if he should repent, forgive him. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 17 (JND) [1] And he said to his disciples, It cannot be but that offences come, but woe [to him] by whom they come! [2] It would be [more] profitable for him if a millstone were hanged about his neck and he cast into the sea, than that he should be a snare to one of these little ones. [3] Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother should sin, rebuke him; and if he should repent, forgive him. …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …



JESUS’ JOURNEY

R. Taylor 

Luke 10: 25–37 

The man who asked this question thought that he had a right to life eternal. Many people think that today, that they have a right to their life and that through their own works they will be accepted. But the truth is, dear friend, that man has lost his right to live; through your own sins, you lie under the sentence of death. The sense of that brings home to us our need of a Saviour. The man who asked this question hardly felt that need, but Jesus in speaking to him brings up that he needed a neighbour, someone who would come close to him in spite of all his need and bring in the wealth of divine blessing. Jesus speaks about a man who fell into a half-dead state; he was alive, but he was not truly living, and he was a man who was needing help. That is your position tonight, dear friend, in this preaching, that you are in need of somebody to help you. They are very scarce, in fact there is nobody that can help you but Jesus. That is what came out in this story which Jesus tells, that the law could do nothing. 

There was a priest, and a Levite, but the man was beyond any help that they could bring. If you look to the law, it only condemns you the more, as it did this man who asked the question. 

But, friend, in spite of all your need, I want to speak of a Man who has taken a journey to help you. As to the priest and the Levite, they were passing incidentally; they happened to be there; but the Samaritan journeyed to where the man was. I do not know where you are tonight in the need of your soul, but Jesus has the answer to that need. The state that you may feel—and I hope you do feel it—has not turned Him away. It turned away these other two men, but the Samaritan came to where he was and was moved with compassion. Oh, what an answer to man’s history, that Jesus has taken His place in the likeness of men. We sang in our hymn, ‘From heav’n the Saviour came’ (Hymn 245), just to where you and I are in all our need. He came in unrecognised. The Samaritan was a despised person in those days, but Jesus took that position; He took His position among men. He was not spectacular among them, as it were, and that journey that He took led Him to the cross. On the way, what blessing He bestowed; there was never a need that He did not meet in young or old; the children He blessed, the lepers He cleansed, the dead He raised; that was all in the journey of Jesus. There was none outside the scope of divine blessing. He was moved with compassion; this gospel is full of that. Persons who men put outside the city, such as the ten lepers, Jesus freely handled them. 

But that journey, as I said, led on to the cross because death was our portion; the consequence of our sins was the grave; but He upon whom the heavens had been opened and who had been proclaimed to be God’s beloved Son, journeyed that way of His own accord. There is no man that can escape death, but Jesus journeyed that way, as I say again, of His own accord. He went there, beloved, that He might bind up these wounds that you have tonight, that He might pour in this oil and wine, speaking of the outflowing of divine blessing toward you in all your need. Jesus in going into death bore what was due to you and me in the righteous judgment of God. There He was, as the ends of the gospels portray Him, rejected by men, despised, nailed to a cross, God’s beloved Son. In the face of all that man would heap upon Him, He uttered that cry, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. 

Oh, what a Saviour! Men gave Him a crown of thorns. When Pilate said, What shall I do with Jesus?, man’s cry was, Away with Him! But, beloved, God’s eye was on that scene; it could well have been on that scene looking judicially on man, for the greatest sin that had ever been committed was being perpetrated there; but the fact is that God’s eye rested on Jesus as He took upon Himself God’s judgment against sin. He upon whom the heavens had been opened was there on the cross; the heavens were darkened, speaking of the judgment of God; but He was able to bear it. Had God visited men then, as He righteously could, in judgment, that would have been the end of man. But there was a Man there upon the cross who was able to bear the judgment. No offering was ever like that before. There was a holy, sinless, perfect, blessed Man, the Saviour of sinners, on the cross bearing the judgment of God that was due to you and to me. That was the journey that He took. It is a blessed fact that He came to take that journey, came from heaven to die. He knew full well, as no creature could know, what the judgment of God involved, but as knowing it He says, “Lo, I come to do thy will”. I say again, What a Saviour! There He is on the cross, darkness lying on the world. Think of God’s feelings as Jesus bore that judgment. It was all poured out upon Jesus. The gospel is that He exhausted that judgment; God’s wrath that was due to man. Jesus bore it in its fulness. Then God raised Him from among the dead. He not only died, but He was buried, that was the distance to which He went. But our sins were taken away, as the type says, to “a land apart from men” (see Leviticus 16: 22). He carried away the sins of those who believe; they will never be brought up again; but He has been raised. He died for our sins, and was buried, but it was not possible that He could be held by the power of death. God has highly exalted Him at His right hand. 

That is the end of His journey, beloved; the cross was not the end. The end of the journey is that Jesus is in glory, crowned in heaven. There is no name so precious in heaven as the name of Jesus, because He has satisfied God about the sins of the world. John writing his epistle says He is the propitiation for our sins, “but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. That is why the gospel goes out today, because the work of Jesus has satisfied God as to the sins of the universe. That is why this half-dead man could be touched, you know. There is nobody outside the scope of the appeal of the gospel. May every heart that hears it tonight be left with that impression, that God is able to reach you where you are with all the wealth of His mercy, pouring in all that is available through the work of Jesus. 

Now the gospel is a very personal thing, it says, he “came to him, and seeing him, was moved with compassion”. That is the attitude of Jesus towards you tonight where you sit; He is moved with compassion about you. You may be sitting under the conviction of your sins, you may be feeling the guilt of your history, but Jesus is moved with compassion about you. He is ready tonight to come just where you are with all the resources of His love. This man was not able to move. Would that the conviction of your sins would bring you to this. It was no use directing this man to do good works, telling him to improve himself, live a new life; he was just there entirely dependent upon all that divine wealth would pour in. How ready the Saviour is to take up your case! The truth is, you know, that He knows your history better than you do. You maybe only remember some of your sins, you could hardly feel the guilt of them all; but He knows them all, and yet He would commend Himself to you with all His resources, and would pour in the oil and the wine. 

Jesus tonight is not coming to condemn you. He did not raise with this man how he got into this state. The law would have done that; the priest and the Levite would say, How did all this happen? Jesus does not come to raise that with you. He comes that you may be ready to put your trust in Him and in what He has done, to feel the awful hopelessness and helplessness of what you are, and to be ready to receive all that the oil and the wine would speak of. You know, they are fruits of another country; they are what has come from somewhere else in all the soothing power of divine goodness. There was some expression of it at the beginning of the Acts as Peter was preaching; what an outpouring there was there of the oil and the wine! 

To a nation with the guilt of rejecting Christ fresh upon them, Peter says, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. He does not say, He has made Him Judge, but he says He has set Him forth as a Saviour for all. That is the oil and wine of the gospel, beloved, that from that glorified Saviour there is shining out tonight all that would meet your case. 

There was this man; he was not able to walk, it says that the Samaritan “put him on his own beast, took him to the inn and took care of him”. I would like tonight, beloved, to draw you to the arms of the Saviour; there they are outstretched in blessing; he would have to stoop down to pick this man up; He will take all the responsibility about your case; He will take it all. Let not your sins keep you away. The enemy, in many gospel preachings tonight, will be active to remind people how bad they are, but God knows all about your state, and there is nobody outside the reach of the wealth of divine mercy. The Samaritan meets this man with all that he needed to bring him to the inn. The persons who are blessed in Luke’s gospel are all brought in and left in a place of safety. The gospel does not leave you where it finds you; the gospel has provided a wonderful sphere of protection and blessing where you will be cared for. It is not only that Jesus has gone into heaven, but the gospel would bring you to a place of safety now, a place of blessing and salvation where your soul will be cared for. Do you know something of that? Maybe you know something of Jesus as your Saviour. 

Have you proved the wealth of the gospel as bringing you into a place of safety? The world today is a dangerous place, but the Samaritan carries the man to where he will be cared for; and there is a system of blessing and protection that is going to continue until He comes again. How full the gospel is, beloved; it is not only to remove your sins, it is to set you up superior to all the bondage that is in the world. The Samaritan says to the innkeeper, “Take care of him”. Are you conscious of being in a circle like that, where you are cared for? This man would never leave the inn; he would never again go into an area where he would be overcome by these robbers; there is a wonderful system of care here today, where the gospel, and the fruits of the gospel, are enjoyed. What fine conversation there would be in this inn as one and another was able to tell of his experiences. All come in through the Saviour’s grace, all come in one by one, each the subject of the Saviour’s compassion and love. As I said, those resources will never run out. The power of the gospel would appeal to you to stay in this area of divine blessing. God forgives you your sins, and He does that in perfect righteousness as you have faith in Jesus. That was what every one of those persons in that inn would have, faith in Jesus. They extol Him as the alone Saviour of sinners, who was able to save, and as there in that inn they would enjoy all that divine love proposed for their safety and blessing. I would appeal to you tonight to stay in the area where the gospel is enjoyed. It may be that all here have accepted the gospel and know Jesus as their Saviour, but I would appeal to you to stay in the area where the blessings of the gospel are enjoyed. They are not enjoyed in the world. Jesus loved this man too much to leave him where He found him. He does not only want to forgive you your sins, but in the gospel He wants you. So He is coming to this inn again; He says, “When I come again”. He is coming into this area where these persons are looking for Him; they are looking every day for Him to come back, to look upon Him then not only as the One who had met their need, but as the One who was great enough to fill their hearts. We shall see Him then no longer as a certain Samaritan, but as God’s glorious Son. That is what we are looking for, beloved; we are not exactly looking for the lowly Jesus, we are looking for the Son of God from heaven, the One into whose hands God has given everything, and those hands are outstretched tonight for your blessing. May you in the faith of your soul make room for that blessing to come in in all its wealth and its fulness, for God’s glory and praise. Amen. 

Preaching at Gothenburg, Sweden
4 August 1985 

 


Scripture references

Luke 10:25-37 (JND) [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. [29] But he, desirous of justifying himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back. [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers? …

Leviticus 16:22 (JND) [22] that the goat may bear upon him all their iniquities to a land apart [from men]; and he shall send away the goat into the wilderness.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.



DIVINE FORMATION IN THE WILDERNESS

J. G. Chalmers 

Isaiah 41: 19, 20; 60: 13 

Stephen speaks of “the assembly in the wilderness”, Acts 7: 38. In the epistles to the Corinthians the assembly is viewed as in the wilderness, that is, in a contrary scene. The expression “in the wilderness” is used in the first verse I read and I have the impression that the Lord would have us to be engaged with what God is doing in the saints in these adverse conditions. These trees typify the product of the formative work of the Spirit in the saints, as it says here, “the hand of Jehovah hath done this”. 

In the world around us we are confronted with the meanness and despicableness of man after the flesh; with humanity corrupted by sin and becoming daily more and more degraded, yet marked by pride and bombast; and by persons who are wholly governed by what is natural. 

When we come amongst the saints we discern something that is altogether different morally as a result of the work of God in grace. We see the cedar—the dignity and excellence of men in Christ; the acacia—an incorruptible order of humanity; the myrtle—the spirit of the meek and lowly Jesus; and the oleaster—persons who are governed by what is spiritual. Then God says, “I will set in the desert the cypress, pine, and box-tree together”. Let us notice that, dear brethren, “I will set … together” these three trees. They are types of persons who have been changed morally by the effect of the word of God. In a later chapter where it speaks of the word of God not returning to Him void, but doing what He pleases, and accomplishing that for which He sends it, that section finishes thus—“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, and instead of the nettle shall come up the myrtle” (Isaiah 55: 13). O, dear brethren, think of the grace of God, He who has taken up persons from a variety of circumstances and so different in temperament, changed them morally and set them down together in local assemblies to work out the truth together in love. What a triumph of grace in desert conditions! We are to “see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of Jehovah hath done this”. What God is doing by the Spirit in the saints is a great field for consideration and the Lord would encourage us to be more occupied with it. 

In the beginning of the section read in Isaiah 60 the saints are taken account of typically as assembling—“Who are these that come flying as a cloud, and as doves to their dove-cotes?” 

It is a great sight for heaven, and for ourselves, to see the saints assembling, as Luke says, “we being assembled to break bread”, Acts 20: 7. In the sphere of privilege we can look round upon the saints who have stood together in the truth in adverse conditions and who have weathered every testimonial storm, and we can see the same persons as “the cypress, pine and box-tree together”, and they are beautifying the place of God’s sanctuary. The sanctuary is where God dwells in holy conditions and where there are never any disturbances or storms, where peace reigns, as a hymn says— 

The peace of God there reigneth 

In undisputed sway, 

Flows like a tranquil river 

Its restful, endless day 

‘Letters of C. A. Coates’, p.399 

O, dear brethren, it is God’s own work, as Paul says, “He that has wrought us for this very thing is God”, 2 Corinthians 5: 5. It is really wonderful that God is forming us and fitting us to beautify His dwelling place. May the Lord help us then to consider what God is doing in each other so that we may have a greater appreciation of each other and that there may be a fuller response to the God whose workmanship we are. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
25 September 1984 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 41:19-20 (JND) [19] I will give in the wilderness the cedar, acacia, myrtle, and oleaster; I will set in the desert the cypress, pine, and box-tree together; [20] that they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of Jehovah hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.

Isaiah 60:13 (JND) [13] The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the cypress, pine, and box-tree together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.

Acts 7:38 (JND) [38] This is he who was in the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers; who received living oracles to give to us;

Isaiah 55:13 (JND) [13] Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, and instead of the nettle shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to Jehovah for a name, for an everlasting sign [that] shall not be cut off.

Isaiah 60 (JND) [1] Arise, shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. [2] For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen on thee. [3] And the nations shall walk by thy light, and kings by the brightness of thy rising. …

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

2 Corinthians 5:5 (JND) [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit.



THE LORD AS PARACLETE

Contributed by A. J. Gaskin 

John 14: 16; 17: 12 

When the beloved disciples heard the Lord speaking these words to His Father, what happy memories of His service to them must have been recalled to their minds. He had already spoken of another Comforter of whom He could say, “ye know him, for he abides with you”. 

The kind of service which the Spirit was to undertake on their behalf had already been made known to them by that of the Lord Himself. How many times He had protected them, for they had continued with Him in His temptations, but on each occasion He had given them some fresh impression of His glory. 

They walk through the cornfields and the Pharisees impugn their liberty to eat the ears of corn on the sabbath, but in defending them the Lord shows that He is Lord of the sabbath also (Luke 6: 3). The disciples are accused of transgressing the tradition by eating with unwashed hands, and the Lord shows not only that God’s commandments are being transgressed by the accusers, but discloses the great matter of the essential sinfulness of the heart of man which He had come to remove for ever from God’s sight by His death (Matthew 15). It is amazing how much the natural mind loves to find fault; “Why do thy disciples not fast?”, they ask. All the blessedness of the new character of things in Christianity comes to light—a new garment and new wineskins, what takes character from the Bridegroom Himself. How our hearts look forward to seeing Him again! What joy they must have experienced as being in His presence! 

“Blessed the king, that comes in the name of the Lord”, they cry, and the Pharisees would have them rebuked, for their hearts were harder than the stones which would otherwise have cried out. 

Again, these accusers are indignant as the children cry, “Hosanna to the son of David”. But how blessed the answer, that has encouraged His own down the ages, “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise”. Then in John 13 it says, “Having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them to the end”, and He says therefore, “If ye seek me let these go away”, and that at the hour of supreme pressure. Blessed Paraclete, who had kept them in the Father’s name! 

It was not only the disciples as together that He had guarded; there were such persons as the woman in the Pharisee’s house who “loved much”, the woman in Luke 13 who was a “daughter of Abraham”, and Zacchaeus a “son of Abraham”. Even His own disciples took on the character of the accuser, but in grace the blessed Paraclete could set all right and justify Mary’s choosing the good part. When the disciples would have repulsed the children He calls them to come to Him, for of such was the kingdom of heaven. “Let her alone”, says the Lord, of the woman that anointed His head, “she has wrought a good work as to me … what she could she has done”. How much He appreciated a heart that thought only for Himself! 

There were other forces that He preserved His own from. Satan had demanded to have the disciples to sift them as wheat, but the Lord says to Peter, “I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not”. It is wonderful to see that, even before the failure, the blessed Paraclete was speaking of recovery—“Once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren”. What would they have done without His constant service? 

What Christ then did on earth He now does in heaven—“Now to appear before the face of God for us”—and we have the Holy Spirit—another Paraclete—here below. It is the same character of service, and we can learn from what Jesus did what is available now by way of divine support to carry the saints through for God’s pleasure in the face of every kind of opposition, and to produce in our hearts a response to all that divine love has effected. 

Aberdeen

 


Scripture references

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

John 17:12 (JND) [12] When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.

Luke 6:3 (JND) [3] And Jesus answering said to them, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did when he hungered, he and those who were with him,

Matthew 15 (JND) [1] Then the scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem come up to Jesus, saying, [2] Why do thy disciples transgress what has been delivered by the ancients? for they do not wash their hands when they eat bread. [3] But he answering said to them, Why do *ye* also transgress the commandment of God on account of your traditional teaching? …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Luke 13 (JND) [1] Now at the same time there were present some who told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with [that of] their sacrifices. [2] And he answering said to them, Think ye that these Galileans were sinners beyond all the Galileans because they suffered such things? [3] No, I say to you, but if ye repent not, ye shall all perish in the same manner. …



“TODAY, IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE”

M.P.

Judges 1: 10–15; Hebrews 4: 6–11; Revelation 3: 20–22 

In these scriptures it has pleased the Spirit of God to repeat something that has already been given before, which would suggest that things that have been taken on and enjoyed by saints in a previous generation need to come up afresh in each new generation and be taken on by way of practical exercise. The passage in Judges occurs earlier in Joshua 15, and its repetition in a time of decline, as was the case in Judges, shows the need for renewed energy of faith. 

As a man of spiritual energy, Caleb fought for, and took, Hebron, but it also needed an Othniel in the succeeding generation to conquer Kirjath-sepher, and also an Achsah who desired the upper and lower springs, showing a longing for spiritual things which is needed if the testimony is to continue in life. In Hebrews the quotation from Psalm 95 is repeated: 

“Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”, and then it adds, “ Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest”. The older generation had refused it, but now, it says, He has determined another day, called “Today”, and a fresh opportunity is offered to each one of us to enter into the rest of God. 

In Revelation the call to the overcomer to receive the promises is repeated seven times, and the words, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”. I have read the last repetition of this call because I think we are found in the last times, yet in these times His interest and love are in no way diminished. All these promises are available to any one of us who is an overcomer and is prepared to open the door and let the Lord in. 

Caleb, who conquered Hebron, represents the continual, undiminished energy of faith. He was as strong at eighty-five as he was at forty. We find with him what continued, so that he and his descendants. Othniel and Achsah, would connect with John’s ministry that goes on to the end. Othniel overcame Kirjath-sepher—the city of books. Worldly literature is a very great danger for us; the devil finds many opportunities to damage the saints through the evil influence of books. There are, of course, useful books like those Timothy brought to Paul (2 Timothy 4: 13), which help us in the understanding of the Scriptures, but even these cannot replace the spiritual things we lay hold on for ourselves personally. The Ephesians burnt the books of charms, and no doubt that contributed to the saints there being able to be brought into such spiritual elevation. Like Achsah we may have acquired a south land, but without the upper and lower springs it would be a dry land, for these represent the ever-fresh and living ministry of the Spirit. The man in Psalm 1 had his roots near the brooks of water, and each one of us needs the Spirit’s power to help us lay hold of the great things of God for ourselves. 

I would encourage the brethren, and particularly our younger brethren, to read Hebrews where the great promises of God are set out and where thoughts are presented which are most encouraging for us in these last times, for that “rest” still remains for us. Our younger brethren would do well to pay attention to what has been said by the older ones. Rehoboam’s downfall was due to his not following the counsel of the elders (1 Kings 12), who were probably those of whom the queen of Sheba said, “Happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom!”, 1 Kings 10: 8. As Achsah came to Caleb she leapt off the ass, for we must stand on our own feet. Mr. Coates wrote somewhere that the good teaching is like a signpost, it shows the right way, but we must reach the goal on our own feet. Achsah is a fine example of this youthful energy, standing on her own feet and having a desire for springs of water. We need both the upper and the lower springs, the Spirit coming here from above, and the Spirit in the saints down here. 

In Revelation there are the seven spirits before the throne and the seven assemblies, suggesting that each locality can reckon on the fulness of the Spirit. There is a similar thought in Galatians 4, where the Spirit in us cries, “Abba, Father”, while in Romans 8 we find that we by the Spirit cry, “Abba, Father”. There is the wonderful unity of the Spirit and the assembly, for the Spirit and the bride as together say, “Come”. The Ephesian epistle presents the saints in the light of the purpose of God-like the upper springs—while in Philippians we have the same glory but in testimony down here, more like the lower springs. We must always have recourse to the well. It was Rebecca’s daily occupation. Moses, who in fleshly strength slew the Egyptian, is found later sitting by the well, as though waiting on the Spirit of God. On our part, therefore, we must have an open ear to hear what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. To find the spiritual rest is, I think, connected with what the Lord says in Matthew 11, “Come to me … and ye shall find rest to your souls”. It is something we can enjoy at the present time; the wonderful Person of the Lord Jesus attracts us and the longing soul finds satisfaction in His presence. Mr. Darby’s hymn says— 

‘The heart is satisfied, can ask no more; 

All thought of self is now for ever o’er! 

Christ, its unmingled Object, fills the heart 

In blest adoring love—its endless part’. (Hymn 247) 

The Lord said to the Samaritan woman in John 4, “Whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. Mary is a fine example of one who enjoyed that rest; the Lord says, “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”, Luke 10: 42. She is mentioned three times in Scripture, but each time she is at the feet of Jesus. 

To Laodicea the Lord says, “Behold I stand at the door and am knocking”, and this connects with the thought of “Today, if ye will hear his voice”. He is standing outside, but it is open to any one of us in a personal and individual way to open our heart to Him. There is a three-fold call—whoever opens, whoever overcomes, and whoever has an ear to hear. The Lord is prepared to come in and eat of our supper, that is, to share in our interests, but He calls us to share in His interests—“and he with me”. Mr. Stoney remarked that some may say, ‘I do not need to go to the meeting; I can have the Lord with me at home’—those are your circumstances; but in the assembly you are in His circumstances which is something much greater and better. It is really a question of the affections. The apostle Paul says, “knowledge puffs up” (which was Laodicea) “but love edifies”. We need to know something of the unleavened bread that would keep us humble and help us as to true devotion of heart. 

Substance of a reading in the D.D.R. (from the original full text in ‘ Neues und Altes’)
23 July 1983 

 


Scripture references

Judges 1:10-15 (JND) [10] And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-Arba; and they slew Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai. [11] And from there he went against the inhabitants of Debir; now the name of Debir before was Kirjath-sepher. [12] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [13] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Hebrews 4:6-11 (JND) [6] Seeing therefore it remains that some enter into it, and those who first received the glad tidings did not enter in on account of not hearkening to the word, [7] again he determines a certain day, saying, in David, 'To-day,' after so long a time; (according as it has been said before), To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. [8] For if Jesus had brought them into rest, he would not have spoken afterwards about another day. [9] There remains then a sabbatism to the people of God. [10] For he that has entered into his rest, he also has rested from his works, as God did from his own. [11] Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word.

Revelation 3:20-22 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me. [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne. [22] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Joshua 15 (JND) [1] And the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families was: to the border of Edom, the wilderness of Zin, southward, in the extreme south. [2] And their southern border was from the end of the salt sea, from the tongue that turns southward; [3] and it went out south of the ascent of Akrabbim, and passed on to Zin, and went up on the south of Kadesh-barnea, and passed to Hezron, and went up toward Addar, and turned toward Karkaah, …

Psalms 95 (JND) [1] Come, let us sing aloud to Jehovah, let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation; [2] Let us come before his face with thanksgiving; let us shout aloud unto him with psalms. [3] For Jehovah is a great God, and a great king above all gods. …

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

1 Kings 12 (JND) [1] And Rehoboam went to Shechem; for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. [2] And it came to pass when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (now he was yet in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt; [3] and they sent and called him), that Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, …

1 Kings 10:8 (JND) [8] Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom!

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.



OUR RESOURCE IN CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT

F. C. Mutton 

Colossians 2: 9, 10 (to “in him”); Mark 16: 19, 20; John 14: 15, 16 

We have had impressions as together of the resource which is ours in Christ and in the Holy Spirit, and it is most encouraging to think of this. In ourselves we are weak, and it is good to feel our weakness. The Lord said to Paul, “My power is perfected in weakness”, 2 Corinthians 12: 9, and therefore Paul said he would glory in his infirmities. So let us ever be dependent, joying in all that is ours in Christ and the Spirit. 

There is infinite resource in Christ—“in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. 

The word “bodily” means that He is still a Man, the blessed Man whose path we follow in the gospels. We see His compassions, His sympathies, His grace and power. He is just the same now, except that He is no longer in circumstances of humiliation but in the place of supremacy, exalted and glorified. If all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him it means that every divine resource is there. If we need courage and strength, or wisdom, or power, all these things are in Christ. If we need guidance in the great things of God, intelligence and understanding, all these things are in Him. Therefore we are to hold fast the Head. As we do so we shall experience what it is to be complete—filled full. Why should we be otherwise? We have read together about the woman of John 4. Instead of her former dissatisfaction, she would be filled. Christ would be in her, and the Holy Spirit become in her a fountain of water. She would be full and enriched. These are very blessed things. As left here in a day of public ruin, and the world being what it is, we can be in the joy of the fulness which comes from Christ. 

At the end of Mark we have resource for the testimony. We have very powerful statements here. The Lord was “taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God”. That is His present position, in the place of supreme power in the universe; and He is there for us. Of course, He is there for God, to secure everything according to the will of God; but He is also there for us. So it says of the disciples that “They, going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them”. How very encouraging this is, and how wonderfully gracious!—the One supremely exalted joining in the work with His own, “working with them”. It might appear that Peter, for example, was alone in his work, or you might look at John and say, He is alone; but there was One with them, giving power and efficacy to their labours and giving guidance and skill. Well, this is most encouraging. We are very limited, very small, but let us do what our hands find to do diligently and dependently, and we shall experience the Lord working with us. 

In John 14 the Lord is speaking of “another Comforter”. It affected me as we sang hymn 433— 

Blest Comforter, Thou holy One, 

Abiding with us here, 

Sent by the Father in His love— 

This thought our souls doth cheer. 

We are here from different countries and very different circumstances, but He is with us for ever. He knows every circumstance, every test and sorrow, every burden and difficulty. I know nothing more comforting than that there is a divine Person just alongside us, with us, and every matter that belongs to you He makes His own concern. If the Lord leaves us here tomorrow, or for another week—we know not what is before us—as we look ahead, subject to the Lord’s will, we do know that He will be with us for ever. He will never leave us alone. 

We may be young and growing up, or we may be older, or maybe in old age; He will never leave us. I remember Mr. A. J. Gardiner speaking of this, that our bodies may fail, our minds may fail, but the Spirit never leaves us, never asks for different conditions. 

May we be comforted and greatly encouraged to go forward. Whether we think of Christ or of the Holy Spirit, the word is, “I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee”, Hebrews 13: 5. 

Word in Eastern Europe
November 1981 

 


Scripture references

Colossians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority,

Mark 16:19-20 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God. [20] And they, going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with [them], and confirming the word by the signs following upon [it].

John 14:15-16 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Hebrews 13:5 (JND) [5] [Let your] conversation [be] without love of money, satisfied with [your] present circumstances; for *he* has said, I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee.



WALKING ON THE SEA

(Matthew 14: 28–31) 

R. S. Renton 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

Overcoming circumstances here, 

Strong winds oft prevail to make us fearful, 

Glad we are to know that He is near.

 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

Keeping Him the Object of the heart, 

Satan seeks to mock and to distract us 

And to rob us of our heav’nly part.

 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

Love for Him alone can keep secure, 

Winds and waves or storms shall ne’er deter us 

As through Him our faith is steadfast, sure.

 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

He above to care for us below. 

Succour and support His priestly function, 

Giving us His loving grace to know.

 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

Hear Him clearly with affection say, 

‘Courage take, ‘tis I, be not disquieted; 

I am near to be thy strength and stay’.

 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 14:28-31 (JND) [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters. [29] And he said, Come. And Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?



Edinburgh

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus, 

Oft, it may be, doubts we have and tears; 

Prove His ready hand to catch and hold us, 

Quenching in us feeble faith and fears.

 

Walking on the sea to go to Jesus; 

Peter in his love did in his life. 

May we prove the mighty hand that saved him, 

Though we are in days of storm and strife.


 


EXTRACT

What I dread for all of us is the world, loss of earliest undividedness, not exactly in spirit, but in way and habit and testimony. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, Vol. 2, p.26)

 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		THE RETURN JOURNEY


		JESUS’ JOURNEY


		DIVINE FORMATION IN THE WILDERNESS


		THE LORD AS PARACLETE


		“TODAY, IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE”


		OUR RESOURCE IN CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT


		WALKING ON THE SEA


		Edinburgh


		EXTRACT







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 162 May 1986

THERETURN JOURNEY ::.cccisinunmmmmsnssmssssasad 2
JESUS JOURNEY sisrnnnnmannnnnmunmnssnnnn s 6
DIVINE FORMATION IN THE WILDERNESS........................ 12
THE-ORD AS PARACLETE wuaussevsmmsmsnnmssmas

“TODAY, IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE

OUR RESOURCE IN CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT ................. 22
WALKING ON THE SEA.........ooiiiiiccccecne 25
EXTRAGE. i nanasnmnmmissmsnnasinsmnmaismmii 27





