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MORAL GLORIES SEEN IN CHRIST AND BEING FORMED IN THE SAINTS

P. Martin 

Hebrews 5: 5–9; Psalm 22: 9–11; 40: 6–8; 16: 5, 6; 1 Timothy 6: 6–8 

I desire beloved, as the Spirit may help me, to say a word as to certain moral glories that were seen in Jesus and which the Spirit is forming in the saints. There are of course, glories that mark Him as to which we shall never share; He stands in His distinctiveness. He came into manhood and glories belong to Him as man, which belong to Him alone. Right at the beginning it says, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins” 

(Matthew 1: 21); a glory that belongs to Him and to Him alone. He came as the Messiah, and soon He will be seen by Israel as the Messiah, but it is a glory that He has as man which could only be His. There are many others, myriads of them, we could not speak of them in one hour, it will take eternity to unfold the glories that Jesus has as man; maybe we could contemplate them a little. 

But I have read this verse in Hebrews because it speaks of the One who was dependent, the One who was obedient and the One in whom piety was seen; three moral features that came into expression in Jesus, and are being formed in the saints. These three features were lost at the fall. Man ceased, in his own view, to be dependent on God, he listened to another. He became disobedient because he listened to another and he found himself in circumstances in which he was not free with God. Those three features were lost at the fall and they were seen in perfection in the life of Jesus. How wondrous that it should be so, that what came into expression in the life of Jesus in that perfect humanity, was One who was dependent, obedient and pious. He took up, as coming into flesh and blood, what belonged to man as before God and it was seen in Him in perfection He displayed as a man before the eye of God, all that God looked for in man. What a person He is, the Lord Jesus. I ask you dear young soul, do you know Him? I would love you to know Him. You would not understand what we would be speaking of, if you did not know the Person in whom these moral features were seen. Think of all that had taken place before, in the history of time, God’s patient dealings with man, waiting on him, how patiently God had waited, but when the Lord Jesus came into manhood everything that God looked for was there, everything was there in a blessed man. And in that man God found nothing that was not delightful to Him, every feature was attractive in Jesus. 

But I touch on these three features as feeling the need of them for myself whilst in the world though which we are passing, and that we might feed perhaps, not only in this short time, but as we go away, on the One in whom these features were seen. The Lord Jesus came into manhood and moved forward as deriving everything from the Father, everything. It has often been said as to Him in relation to Isaiah 53 that he drew nothing from the world, he grew up as a tender sapling and as a root out of dry ground (Isaiah 53: 2). Nothing that He received did He receive from this scene; He received everything from the Father. As coming into manhood He entered into conditions in which He could be dependent on another. Psalm 22: 9 

brings it out touchingly, and I have referred to it just to guide our thoughts, “thou didst make me trust, upon my mother’s breasts”, what perfection in the life of One who came in as a lowly babe. Mr Darby says as to Him in his hymn, He came in ‘Nor yet in triumph passing, But human infancy!’ (Hymn 188). Oh how wondrous that He should come in as a dependent man. If you read the early chapters of Matthew you find that He came into conditions in which He needed to be protected, an angel of the Lord says to Joseph, “take to thee the little child and his mother”, Matthew 2: 13. God was protecting that dependent life here in a babe, 

“take to thee the little child 

and his mother”. The One who was there, of whom God was speaking, was none less than the creator of the universe. The One who held it all in His hand, as Isaiah speaks of Him, “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with his span, and grasped the dust of the earth in a measure”, Isaiah 40: 12. You think of Him the One great enough to hold the whole universe, and yet in wondrous grace He should come into manhood, and in doing so displayed before the eye of God what was proper in man. What a stoop. 

He who “did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”, (Philippians 2: 6, 7), what a person. Oh I say to you, dear soul, Do you know Him, because He knows you, and in His mind in that stoop was that He might draw near to you, and that He might take you up for blessing. He came into conditions in which He was dependent upon His God. You and I do not know what is before us, save one thing, and that is the glory, but He knew that the cross was before Him, and moved forward as a dependent man. When Satan tried to move Him aside from that course, in the temptations, he tried to take Him out of the pathway of dependence and out of the pathway of obedience to the will of God, but he found no answer in the perfection of that humanity. The Lord Jesus did not answer Satan in the strength of His own majesty, which He could have done, because soon He will annul him, but He answers him in the dependence of a man upon the word of God. He says, “it is written” (Matthew 4: 10). He knew the word so fully, so perfectly. He came to Nazareth where He was brought up, it says, and He found the place where it was written. We have had reference already in our reading to the need for the reading of the Scriptures, how necessary it is to know the Scriptures; He found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me”, Luke 4: 18. He had waited to be anointed. He did not move forward in His own power, as great as that would have been, but He waited to be anointed in order that 

He might move forward dependently. 

We read in Luke 2 that He was found in the temple, not as teaching, the time for that had not yet come, He was still waiting, but He was asking, He was “hearing them and asking them questions”, Luke 2: 46. That was a boy of twelve, in the temple. I guess there are boys of twelve here today and we ask questions because we do not know the answer, but it says as to Jesus that they wondered at His answers (Luke 2: 47). He did not take up the place of the teacher because His time had not yet come, but He waited as a dependent boy, hearing and asking questions. What excellence was seen in such humanity. We are in a world, dear brethren, where dependence on God is largely lost, but it should not be so for the believer. 

We are dependent on God for everything. Luke’s gospel brings out the praying man, the One who was here moving in dependence, if it was so in Him, in absolute perfection, how necessary that those of us that are of His generation should be formed in that character, by the Holy Spirit, of dependence upon the Father. We have no other resource dear brethren, than what we derive from divine Persons. I would say simply, the Father gives you employment, if you pray about it you find the Father provides, take it from Him. The Lord Jesus knew what it was to be a carpenter, it was not something great in the eyes of man. He was content in the humble circumstances of daily life, and in those circumstances there was an expression of a dependent man. 

Now He was also obedient. Not as we might be. I have been pondering this a little. I sometimes hear a boy being asked not to do something, and when he stops he is told that he is good because he was obedient, and that is true. But obedience in Jesus was different. He never needed to be adjusted in any way, because His obedience meant that He was always desiring, and doing the things that were pleasing in the Father’s sight. “He learned obedience” it says “from the things which he suffered”. We have often been 

reminded that He did not need to learn to obey. But He came from circumstances in which previously He had been in command, but came into conditions in which He learnt what obedience was, how perfect He is. The psalm brings it out in a feeling way. The writer says in Psalm 40: 7, 8, “Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me—

To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight”. That was His obedience, it was not that He did something that was contrary to what He found His pleasure in, that could never be, what He did was ever the desire of His heart, that heart was one with the Father’s heart. He found His pleasure in doing the Father’s will, and He carried it through as a dependent man here, in obedience. 

Obedience belongs to man, because of who we are, obedience to God first, how necessary, and His word comes in order that it might be received and obeyed. And those that love Christ find delight in answering to it because it is the word of God. The Lord Jesus knew what it was, as it says prophetically, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. He knew what that was, He found His joy we might say reverently in the communications that He received from the Father, what obedience marked Him, not according to law, no, He came and fulfilled the law and made it honourable, that was a consequence of His obedience; it was not the action of His obedience, the action of His obedience was His desire to please and satisfy the Father, and to live in the enjoyment of the communion which had never been broken until it came to the cross. How wondrous a path, what delight the Father must have had, you know, in One whose every motive, every desire was in keeping with His own. 

So it says, “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart”. 

Every thought, every longing that was there in the heart of God found its expression in the person of Jesus. And in His movements, before going to the cross, in Gethsemane He could say, “not 

my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. What a Person, without a question He went forward taking on Himself all the cost of what it would mean that the will of God should be accomplished. You can understand Paul writing that “by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous”, (Romans 5: 19), the obedience of the One. It is in view beloved, that that feature, in some measure might be formed in us, not formed in us as seeking to obey the law, but the desire, formed through communion, to do that which He finds His delight in, “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight”. May the exercise be so with each of us, that we may live here in the enjoyment of our relationship with divine Persons. 

Christianity is not just outward, there is what is outward, and we should be careful as to it, but Christianity stems from what is inward from the affections of the heart, and the desire for a relationship with divine Persons that may not be intruded upon through anything that I may allow. It was never intruded upon in Him, and the Holy Spirit in the believer would create desires for which He would give the strength, that we might know what it is to be formed in some measure, in the features that were in expression in Jesus. You say, How do we reach it? 

I would say dear friend by feeding upon the One in whom these perfections were seen, and by judging in myself the features that are so contrary, and the Spirit would help us to do so. How wonderful He is, it says, “He shall glorify me” (John 16: 14); where is He doing that? He is not doing it in the world. Soon the Lord Jesus will be publicly vindicated in the world. We break bread on the first day of the week and we have that in view, His public vindication, but in the present moment the Spirit is glorifying Him in the saints, and He is glorifying Him as those features that are so delightful to God in Jesus are formed in persons here. That really is the dignity of the anointing coming into expression. Paul says to the Corinthians as to the body, “so also is the Christ”, 1 Corinthians 12: 12. There in that vessel are the features that are so pleasurable to God, and they are formed 

through the presence, operation, and power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now I come to piety. Piety was seen in Jesus. He was heard because of His piety. I find this most affecting, in speaking of it. It does not say, He was heard because He was Son. He was heard because of His piety, “though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered”, He was heard because of His piety. He gave God a basis to hear Him. How wonderful that is you know, that such a One who knew and enjoyed such sweet communion should give God a basis to hear Him. The One who knew He would save Him out of death, as the footnote says, it is not from death, He knew He was going into it, but He went into it dependently knowing that God was able to save Him out of it; and indeed He has found His pleasure in doing so, and set Him down at His right hand. Oh what a Person, the One who learned obedience when everything was against Him. 

I was thinking as to the overcomer in the addresses in Revelation, and to each there is something that needs to be overcome, and I expect dear brother and sister, you know and I know what it is that we have to overcome, but I thought of Jesus, everything was against Him, everything. The disciples all forsook Him and fled, His own brethren said He was mad and had a demon, Israel rejected Him, not only did they not receive Him, but finally rejected Him. The Roman empire crucified Him and His God forsook Him, and He says to Laodicea, 

“as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”, Revelation 3: 21. 

What a word you know; you say you do not know what circumstances I have to face in life practically, to which obedience tests me, and dependence may test me, but the One who went through as the overcomer had everything against Him, everything; as Mr Darby says in his writings, ‘without one ray of light even from God’ (Collected Writings Vol. 7, p.169). And yet He went through, what a man, how perfect, how devoted to 

God’s will, how obedient, with a desire in His heart as going through the sufferings of death, that there would be an answer for the pleasure of God, and knowing that there would be, because He went that way as a dependent man, He knew that there would be an answer. 

Dear brother and sister, you may go out to work, or stay at home, whatever the circumstances and you may have tests as we all do, but just remember this, that there when Jesus was here everything was against Him, there was not one element of support. He stood there in Pilate’s court, there was not one ray of sympathy. He watched Peter deny Him, Judas had already betrayed Him, what feelings must have been in His heart and yet He could say to the overcomer, “as I also have overcome”. 

I come to piety because it is a feature that was seen so perfectly in the life of Jesus, and in those circumstances God was manifested. In the carpenter’s shop, and as a boy of twelve in the temple, God was manifested, in every detail in the life of Jesus you could look and you could see that God was there. When Paul writes to Timothy, he says, “the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. What circumstances they were. I might say, Well if I got on a bit better I could give more time to these things! Oh the circumstances in which the Father sets you are the best circumstances in order to work out what is pleasing to Himself, and in which He might come into them as you make way for Him. We have often been reminded that piety is having our circumstances so ordered, that God Himself can enter into them and no doubt that is true; but I think also our circumstances and ourselves should be so ordered, that God is manifested in them in testimony. 

He says in Psalm 16, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places”. That was piety with contentment; it says that in Timothy, “piety with contentment is great gain”. That was so in Jesus, piety with contentment was seen in Jesus. 

“The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places”. He went down to Nazareth and was subject to His parents, “pleasant places”. Not a holiday resort as I would understand, but a place to which men would rather not go, Jesus went down to Nazareth and was in subjection to His parents. What movements they were, movements of a man, a dependent and an obedient man, but movements of one who took every circumstance and moment of His life in relation to His God. “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage”. What a heritage He has, and had when He was here in communion with His Father that was His heritage. His heritage was not on the earth, He will take that up later. He came to the earth, knowing that He would be rejected from it; His heritage was in His relationship with His Father, “yea,” He says “I have a goodly heritage”. What does it say? “Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup—thou maintainest my lot” (Psalm 16: 5). That was His inheritance; Jehovah. 

He lived in those circumstances with a link with His Father into which nothing could intrude, not only that He did not allow anything to intrude, but nothing could intrude, because of who He was. He moved in the perfection of a manhood that was fully in keeping with the deity of the Father, how wondrous! Perfect in every way, and in the circumstances through which He moved He remained in communion. It seems to me, dear brethren, that if piety in any sense is to be manifested in the believer’s walk it involves a walk of communion. A walk in which we might know what is suited to the holiness of God, and a walk in which we might know the intimacy of the affections of the Father, such a walk lies at the root of the enjoyment of piety, and is worked out in the circumstances in which God has set us. 

Some of us may have circumstances that were not of our choosing. We may find ourselves perhaps in employment which we did not think would turn out quite the way it has. 

and there are brethren here like that and going through pressure at the present time because of it, but I would say take it from the Father, you take what He gives. Piety involves that I do what is righteous. Simeon was that, he was just and pious, those two features go together in the believer’s life, he did what was righteous, and we are to do what is righteous. If we are not righteous we cannot bring God into our circumstances. But as Paul says to Timothy, 

“having sustenance and covering we will be content with these”. We do not need a lot here today because we are leaving immediately. We are expecting that the Lord Jesus may come today, the believer lives in the expectancy of the imminence of the coming of the Lord Jesus, and thus can live simply in relation with God. 

So Paul says to Timothy, I write these things “in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God’s house”, 1 Timothy 3: 15. We are always in God’s house. You may go out and no one sees you, the brethren do not see you during the day, or you may go out in the evening I do not know, but remember this, that you are in God’s house. You are in God’s house because the Spirit of God dwells in you, you are in God’s house and your behaviour and conduct Paul says to Timothy should be in keeping with God’s house, in keeping with the holy presence of the Spirit. You say surely Timothy did not need that exhortation. Paul says as to him “I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on” (Philippians 2: 20), but Paul says to Timothy, I write these things to you “in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God’s house”, and then he goes on and says “confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh”. How wondrous that mystery, the mystery of piety, something the world does not understand. They see you going about your duty and doing it righteously before God but they do not understand that it comes from a link with God Himself, and in that link there is the desire that everything should be suited to the holiness of the divine presence. 

I touch on these things lightly. They affect us all, as indeed they affected Timothy. They affect us if we are young, and if we are old. There are young ones who are seeking employment, and have before them, as men would say a career. I would say, dear brother and sister, pray about it and ask the Father to give you what you need, to be here for the Lord Jesus in His testimony. Ask the Father to do it. We were reading at home this morning as to Paul, it says that he went to Aquila and Priscilla and abode with them for they were of the same trade, they were tentmakers, (Acts 18: 3). You say here was a man who had sat at the feet of Gamaliel. Yes, Paul says I am quite content to make tents with Aquila and Priscilla, because all the education I learnt at the feet of Gamaliel, and all the benefits, he says to the Philippians, I count to be loss on account of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, (Philippians 3: 8). What a person, who could come to that, who had had the best education, the highest degree in the land, and he counted it all to be loss because Christ had taken possession of his life and held him, and held his affections, and so he comes and he makes tents. I say the Father will provide, you pray about it, the Father will provide what you need, and in doing so He will provide you with what you need in order that you might be able to care for the interests of the Lord Jesus. That is an important matter in the present day. There are persons in the older generation that the Lord is taking, there are those of us that are younger; we have a responsibility to take up the responsibility of the local company and its functioning in order that there might be that which is for the heart of Christ until He comes, piety enters into that. And the Lord Jesus would help us in it if we are prayerful and desirous to do what is pleasing to Him. 

I have touched on these things, may we follow them up dear brethren prayerfully, that there might be here, formed by the Spirit, something of those moral features that were there in excellence in the person of the Lord Jesus. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Havering
31 October 2009 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 5:5-9 (JND) [5] Thus the Christ also has not glorified himself to be made a high priest; but he who had said to him, *Thou* art my Son, *I* have to-day begotten thee. [6] Even as also in another [place] he says, *Thou* [art] a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec. [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered; [9] and having been perfected, became to all them that obey him, author of eternal salvation;

Psalms 22:9-11 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts. [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly. [11] Be not far from me, for trouble is near; for there is none to help.

Psalms 40:6-8 (JND) [6] Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded; [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Psalms 16:5-6 (JND) [5] Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

1 Timothy 6:6-8 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain. [7] For we have brought nothing into the world: [it is] [manifest] that neither can we carry anything out. [8] But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Psalms 22:9 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts.

Matthew 2:13 (JND) [13] Now, they having departed, behold, an angel of [the] Lord appears in a dream to Joseph, saying, Arise, take to [thee] the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be there until I shall tell thee; for Herod will seek the little child to destroy it.

Isaiah 40:12 (JND) [12] Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with [his] span, and grasped the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in a balance, and the hills in scales?

Philippians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Matthew 4:10 (JND) [10] Then says Jesus to him, Get thee away, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve.

Luke 4:18 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered,

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2:46 (JND) [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions.

Luke 2:47 (JND) [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

1 Corinthians 12:12 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ.

Revelation 3:21 (JND) [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Psalms 16:5 (JND) [5] Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

Acts 18:3 (JND) [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade.

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;



DIVINE BEGINNINGS

A. M. Brown 

John 1: 1–3; Genesis 1: 1, 2; John 1: 4, 5; 3: 16–21; Philippians 1: 3–6 

Three of these scriptures refer to the beginning and what has begun. I seek divine help to say a word about that. When God speaks about the beginning He goes back to the very beginning. 

Indeed He goes back before the beginning, because the beginning really suggests time, but God was there before time was made. God dwelt in light and in love, for that is what He is, and He had not made time yet. The first three verses of John’s gospel tell us about that. You might say, Surely the very first verse in the Bible, Genesis 1: 1 must be the earliest account of anything that we have in the Scriptures, but it is not. If you read it carefully, it becomes clear that John 1: 1–3 is before the beginning that is referred to in Genesis 1. It says here, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God”. When the scripture speaks about the Word, it is referring to the One that we have come to know as the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. That is how He has been made known, but here the scripture speaks of Him as “with God” and “was God”. 

He was there before anything had being, because verse 3 says, “All things received being through him”, and if “All things received being through him”. He must have been there before these things received being. So John 1: 1–3 speaks about Persons that were there, blessed divine 

Persons that were there, before beginnings were. Before anything had being, God was there. 

Nobody gave God being, He is self-existent. God is God, and the Word was there, the One whom we have come to know as the Lord Jesus Christ was there. In the beginning He was with God, He was God. What a glorious One! What a sense we ought to have in our souls of His glory and His majesty and His might and His power. It goes on to say, “All things received being through him”. He is the One who is the source of everything that has being, that one Person by whom also He made the worlds, as the scripture says (see Hebrews 1: 2). 

Everything proceeded from His instrumentality (see footnote ‘b’ to Colossians 1: 16). That is, He was the One who acted to give the universe being. 

I speak of these things to deepen and enlarge our minds and hearts with a sense of the glory and magnificence and majesty and power and might of the One who is the subject of the gospel, the Lord Jesus Christ. I am not saying that He was known as the Lord Jesus Christ then. We have come to know Him in this way, but He is the same blessed Person that the scripture speaks of as giving being to all things. I wanted to emphasise His power and might, how wonderful a person Jesus is. In Revelation He speaks of Himself as “the first and last, the beginning and the end”, and also “the Alpha and the Omega”, Revelation 22: 13. These are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. We might say He is the A and the Z. He is the beginning and the end, there is nothing outside of Him. That is the One that we speak of in the preaching, the Lord Jesus. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”, that would reinforce in our minds that the One whom we know as the Lord Jesus is God, because all things received being through Him. There are other scriptures that would reinforce that wonderful central truth in our hearts, that Jesus is God. This passage that we read in the beginning of Genesis would do so too. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face 

of the deep” and so on, but “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”. That is, that God was in activity seeking a response but what He found was waste and empty. 

What I want to emphasise is that this scripture makes plain that it was God who made the worlds. He made the heavens and the earth; they did not come into being through some monstrous accident, some great release of energy in what some scientists call the Big Bang (which they cannot explain, although they assert that their theories are facts). It was God who made the heavens and the earth, really for one reason, and that was to bring man, the top-stone of His creation, into it. It is sometimes said that the heavens and the earth were like a theatre that God brought man into. He made the heavens and the earth as a place where man could be. He did not intend it to be waste and empty. We learn from Isaiah 45 that God did not make the earth waste and empty, it became like that (see Isaiah 45: 18). It says He formed it to be inhabited, God had man in mind. He did not only have man as a race in mind, He had you in His mind. Do you know that He foreknew you? God is God and He is able to see the end of everything from the beginning. He knew then who we are now. He did because He is God. I cannot explain that, but I believe what the scriptures tell me about it. I believe that He made the world—“By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God”, Hebrews 11: 3. God “spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. 

It is a truth that is under great attack. 

Young folk, maybe all of us, might feel our faith coming under attack by people who assert with considerable force and apparent confidence that the theories of man, which have been developed on the basis of excluding God from their thinking, are facts. They are not. If people assert them as facts, then they are lying. The truth is what we read in the Scriptures, that God in the beginning created the heavens 

and the earth. What is more, God anticipated these attacks on the truth, and you will find scriptures that help you. If you do feel that your faith is being attacked then you can go to the Scriptures. We quoted that verse in Hebrews 11, “by faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God”. If you go to Romans you will find that these attacks are not new. It is not a new theory that the world appeared through some other means or actions. 

People back in the time of the apostle Paul had their ideas, and Paul puts things right in Romans 1: 20. I will tell you another thing that he does in that chapter. He shows you what the moral consequences of men setting aside God are, “they did not think good to have God in their knowledge” (Romans 1: 28), which is what marks men as away from God. It is a very serious moral condition. 

God would like to take us back to the beginning. He would speak to us about the fact that Jesus was in His mind, and in His heart, and in His plans before this happened, before Genesis 1, before the worlds were made. God had one Man in His mind, Man in perfection, a Man who would work out everything according to His counsels and in the way that pleased Him, that was perfect, and that would secure all that He was looking for in a race that He was still to bring in. God was still to put the race of mankind into His creation, but He had Jesus in His heart and in His mind. God knew before He set Adam up that He was going to bring in Jesus and that Jesus was going to be the answer to everything, He was going to be the beginning. What do we mean by that? It is that God had delight in Jesus. Everything that Jesus did, and said, and thought was delightful to God, because it was precious and pleasing to Him, and sinless; God had full delight in Him. God began with Jesus in that sense. 

God made Adam, He made Eve as well, and in a very short time after they were placed in the garden, sin came in, disobedience against God. The devil said to Eve, Has God 

really said this? Men are saying that all over the place, what they speak and what they write, Has God really said this? Eve listened to the serpent and she sinned, she was disobedient. She disobeyed God and ate that fruit, and her husband, Adam did the same thing and distance came in, but God had not begun with that. God already had the Saviour in mind, the One of whom we read in these verses in John’s gospel, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”. God begins with Jesus, the One who gives life to men and the One who brings light. 

He sets everything according to God. But He is interested in you too, and He is interested in me, and He wants us to begin with Jesus. How much we get occupied with ourselves, and as we do so and are occupied with what is around us we get away from Jesus. 

The gospel preaching is to bring us back to the One with whom God has begun. He would, as it were, plead with us to begin with Jesus. What is at the beginning gives character to what follows. God has begun with Jesus, and His will is that He should have a whole company of people like Jesus. That is what He will achieve, and He is doing it now. He has already achieved, I think, the vast proportion of what He is going to do in bringing saints to glory. He has already done that in two thousand years of operations by the Holy Spirit since Pentecost. 

He is still doing it now. He is bringing people like you and me to Himself through Christ, by means of the gospel through belief in His blessed Name, and through the saving power of His blood. God is bringing people to Himself, but we have to start with Jesus. If we do not start with Him there is no standing before God. Dear friend, God stretches out towards us. We sang that, 

‘The heart of God is love; 

That love extends to thee’ (Hymn 59). 

It extends to each one of us. Think of the feelings of God. He is reaching out, beseeching us as it were, holding Jesus out to us as the Saviour. He is the One who loved us, the One who became a Man, who stooped into manhood. 

That simply means that One who was God, who was on an equality with God as the scripture says (see Philippians 2: 6), emptied Himself and became Man in conditions of limitation, of poverty too and weakness, naturally speaking, in order that He might accomplish the work of redemption. We know that Jesus is God in His own Person from where we read at the beginning of John’s gospel, and yet He emptied Himself and came into this scene as a Man, a real Man. He came into a condition in which He could die as a perfect sacrifice so that God could, as a result of that sacrifice, confer righteousness on those who believe. God is able to look upon us as being free from the guilt of our sins, that blot, that distance, that weight, that guilt that had lain on every one of us from the beginning of our moral histories. God has provided the answer, provided the solution in Jesus, one blessed Man. What is the beginning of it? The beginning of it is that God’s heart is a heart of love, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. What a heart God has! You think of Him so loving the world. The quality, the depth, the extent, the intensity of His love for the world was such that He gave His only-begotten Son, so “that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

God desires “that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 

Timothy 2: 4), and He has made it possible. God not only desires it, but He has made it a wonderful effective operating principle of grace towards mankind. He did so by sending Christ into the world, that spotless victim, One, who in devotion to and love for the will of God, suffered on the cross at Calvary. He allowed Himself to be taken by the hands of men and crucified there, lifted up as a spectacle. These were the cruel actions of the men who delivered Him up and crucified Him—the mocking and all these things that happened to Him when He was lifted up and as He hung on the cross. He suffered as the scripture says, “the just for the unjust”, 1 Peter 3: 18. God’s 

Man was just. He always was and always will be fully and entirely just, and He suffered for us, the unjust. Why did He do that? He did it because He loves you, and He loves me. God loves us and God has provided a way back into His presence through that work of redemption because Jesus paid the price. He bore the judgment that should have fallen on my head as a sinner, the judgment of a holy God upon sin, Jesus bore it for me. The whole point of us being here tonight is so that you can say, dear friend, young or old, ‘Jesus bore that guilt and that judgment for me’, and He bore my sins, as the scripture says, “in his body on the tree”, 1 

Peter 2: 24. I trust that we can all say that; every one who is old enough to understand something of the love of God towards them, can say that Jesus bore my sins. God is pleading with us tonight in His grace and love. He keeps open this period of time in which the gospel is preached so that He can appeal again to our hearts to have to do with this blessed Saviour, His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. What a One He is; God presents His best, God does not have anybody else to present. 

The Man that He began with He is also going to finish with in glory, the Lord Jesus. He is the beginning and the end. God has no other offer to make to secure souls for His presence eternally, and for present salvation too. I trust that every one here would answer to that call, to know what it is to have their sins forgiven as a result of the work of Jesus, and to have a personal link in faith with Him. His work is wonderful but the Person is wonderful, and He desires to have you as His friend. Jesus desires that you would confide in Him, put your problems to Him in prayer. He is the One who loved you enough to die for you. You can tell Him about the things that trouble you, whatever they might be. One who loves you enough to die for you, will certainly have consideration for your troubles. What is more He brings in the answer in a limitless supply of love and grace into the souls of those who believe in Him. Do you think that One of whom it is said that “All things received being through 

him” does not have the answer to everything? Friend, that One has the answer to everything; He has the answer to every moral problem, He has the answer to the problem of my sins, He has the answer to the problem of your sins. He has the answer to whatever problem it is that might cast a shadow or separate you from the love of God. Whatever it is, Jesus has the answer to it. 

I read in Philippians; the apostle Paul is writing here to believers in the Roman colony in Philippi in Greece and he speaks about their “fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now”. They had begun well, they had had fellowship with the gospel. That means that they had participated in the grace and blessing available from God through the gospel. The gospel had been preached to them and they had accepted it. They had begun in that way from the first day and they were maintained in it “from the first day until now”. It is a tremendous thing to place your trust in Jesus. Nothing is ever the same again; there is a new moral beginning when you place your trust in Christ. God intends that it should be. Nothing is the same again when you realise that the Saviour has died for you, that He shed His blood to save you from your sins, and that by placing your faith in Him you are washed clean from the guilt of your sins in the sight of a holy God. That is the first day. I trust that we have all had a first day. 

But then the apostle adds “until now”, and that is something beyond that first day. The intention is that our subsequent days should be like the first day; in other words we should continue consistently in faith, and in giving glory to God and in giving pleasure to Him, and also be growing in our knowledge of the Saviour and in our likeness to Him. I would just seek to encourage myself and all of us, that we might be maintained in the fellowship of the gospel. Scripture speaks about the “joy of thy salvation”, Psalm 51: 12. Sometimes the apostle in writing has to take issue with believers who had fallen away; they had had a very bright 

first day but then something had come in and caused them to fall away from the brightness and joy that they had at one time experienced. The Philippians were not like that. They were a very fine company of believers. 

There were some very interesting people at Philippi. There was the jailor and his family, and there was Lydia, the seller of purple and her household. There were others as well, who had continued in the “fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now”, and we are to be like that too. God knows that and He also knows what we are. The Lord Jesus is intimately acquainted with our condition. God knows us from the beginning to the end, and He provides for us. He does not leave us without help in the matter of fellowship with the gospel; He provides help. He provides the Lord Jesus as our Lord, our Shepherd and our Friend. What a wonderful thing it is to go to the Lord Jesus and place matters before Him and ask Him for His help. If you ask in faith and trust Him, then He will come in and help you. He has helped me. He has helped many in this room, and He can help you. 

Then God has provided another Helper too, another Comforter. The scripture speaks about the Holy Spirit in that way. God has provided tremendous resource for believers, so that what we enjoy at the beginning of our moral history might be maintained to the end. He intends that the welling-up sense of joy and liberty and deliverance, that we had when we first trusted in Christ, might continue in freshness, and not only continue but grow in depth and in fulness of appreciation in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus actually said, you can read about this in John’s gospel (John 16: 7), that it was profitable for the disciples that He should go away so that the Holy Spirit would come. The Holy Spirit has been here ever since Pentecost, when He came down and His power was manifested by that violent impetuous blowing when He sat upon these first believers in that upper room (Acts 2: 2). The Holy Spirit is here, and His 

power and blessedness and the intensity of His help that is available. The Holy Spirit is a Person and He is available to every true believer. Every one who acknowledges Christ as Saviour and Lord your heart has been prepared to receive the Holy Spirit. If you do not know that you have the power of the Holy Spirit within you, then ask for Him; if you ask in faith as genuinely desiring, that prayer will be answered. 

What a provision God makes, so that what marks us at the beginning of our Christian history might go on and brighten. Scripture speaks about that too, “the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come”, Proverbs 4: 18. Paul had confidence of this very thing, “that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”. Do you know that God has begun a good work in you? There is the big question of how we answer to the work that God has begun, but what we can say is that, having begun it, God will complete it. He will complete it to His glory when Christ comes to call His own to be with Himself. Do you know about that? Dear young friend, have you heard of the wonderful fact that, as a believer, your hope and your future are not bound up with this world at all; your destiny is bound up with the Lord Jesus, a Man in heaven. He is not going to leave you here all on your own, He is going to come and call all of His saints to be with Himself. Those who have died and those who are still alive, “we, the living who remain”. He will call us all to be with Himself and we shall be for ever with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4: 17). That is the hope that believers have. Then the Lord will come publicly, He will come publicly, He will come to reign. He will be wondered at in all who believe (2 Thessalonians 1: 10). That will be a time of glory, the day of Jesus Christ, as the apostle says here, “unto Jesus Christ’s day”. 

You might say that will be the end, but it will not quite be the end. The scripture says, “Then the end”, when everything has been committed to the hand of that One who 

is the Beginning. Everything will be placed in subjection to Him and “Then the end when he gives up the kingdom to him who is God and Father” (1 Corinthians 15: 24), so that “God may be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15: 28). So you can see how God achieves His end. God began at the beginning, and His wonderful work and ways continue all through time, and at the end of time God will achieve His end and He will be all in all. Believers are being secured in this scene of time; God has gathered up, and is gathering and will gather a wonderful company of redeemed saints who are like Christ. He is continuing in grace to appeal to your heart and mine, so that we might answer to His call, and be numbered among those who are Christ’s for ever. 

May there be no heart here that does not answer to that call of God, that call of the Lord Jesus Christ in His love. May all of us be included in it, know what it is to be among the ransomed throng, those who are redeemed and love the Lord Jesus. May we look forward to His coming for us and may we love His appearing too. May these things be for our encouragement, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Glasgow
6 September 2009 

 


Scripture references

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Genesis 1:1-2 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

John 1:4-5 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not.

John 3:16-21 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him. [18] He that believes on him is not judged: but he that believes not has been already judged, because he has not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

Philippians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, [4] constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy, [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now; [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

Genesis 1:1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Colossians 1:16 (JND) [16] because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him.

Revelation 22:13 (JND) [13] *I* [am] the Alpha and the Omega, [the] first and [the] last, the beginning and the end.

Isaiah 45 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him and I will loose the loins of kings; to open before him the two-leaved doors, and the gates shall not be shut: [2] I will go before thee, and make the elevated places plain; I will break in pieces the brazen doors, and cut asunder the bars of iron; [3] and I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places; that thou mayest know that I, Jehovah, who call thee by name, [am] the God of Israel. …

Isaiah 45:18 (JND) [18] For thus saith Jehovah who created the heavens, God himself who formed the earth and made it, he who established it, not as waste did he create it: he formed it to be inhabited: I [am] Jehovah, and there is none else.

Hebrews 11:3 (JND) [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear.

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Romans 1:20 (JND) [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Romans 1:28 (JND) [28] And according as they did not think good to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things;

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Philippians 2:6 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God;

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Psalms 51:12 (JND) [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me.

John 16:7 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.

Acts 2:2 (JND) [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting.

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

1 Corinthians 15:24 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power.

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)



EXTRACTS

If I have found the silver piece the question is, What have I done with it? I answer, He must be joined to the Lord where the other nine are. I do not say go to any meeting, but come to Christ. A step in the right direction is often dangerous, for people are satisfied they have done a good thing and then are inclined to stop there. They say, perhaps, that they are out of system, or that they are looking for the Lord’s people. I answer, If you find the Head in heaven you will, soon find His members here. If you know what belongs to Him you will know where to be here. 

The first sphere of interest that occupies every true-hearted person is the church, when it comes to a question of serving Christ. I do not find anyone clear as to judgment who does not make the church the first object of his attention. The church must be my object because it is Christ’s object. Where shall I find Christ’s heart? In John I read, “Love one another as I have loved you”. In Ephesians, “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit”. It comes before domestic relations. If you fail in the church, you will surely fail at home. 

We read, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”. There I am looking simply at Christ, and my heart says to Him, “Come”. Then I drop down and say, “Let him that heareth say, Come”; and then I go out to the utmost bounds of the earth as I say, “Let him that is athirst”—not satisfied—“come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely”. Where do I come from with these blessed invitations? I come from saluting the heart of Christ. I salute the Morning Star. I say first to Him, “Come”. Then I turn round, and go out to the utmost bounds of the earth; I long that all should come. “Whosoever will”, let him come. 

The Lord grant that each one of us may be so faithful to Christ’s heart and interest here, that we may know what suits Him, down to the very lowest, smallest, minutest interest connected with ourselves in our daily circumstances. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 4, pp.273,274) 

F.W.B. 

What is spirituality? 

J.T. 

Spirituality is expressed in Christ risen, in that He moves about among the saints outside the realm of material things. As risen, the Lord was outside of this creation; He was not limited by it. When He came into manhood He accepted the limitations governing the position, but as risen from the dead He is altogether outside of them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 30, p.400) 
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