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DISCIPLESHIP

W. Schubert 

Acts 16: 1–3 (to “with him”); 2 Timothy 3: 10, 11; John 12: 12–16 

With the Lord’s help I desire to say a few words as to how He would make discipleship attractive. He is looking especially to younger brothers and sisters to be His disciples. How precious is the Lord to us? The thoughts of His heart toward us are beyond measure. He has borne, and does bear, our burdens, but that is not all. He has discipleship in mind, and discipleship is needed in these last days. The Lord is longing for disciples. A disciple has to go through testings. Discipleship is for our whole life. The Lord did not turn back, and we cannot; if we commit ourselves it is for ever; that is what discipleship means. We do not know what is ahead of us, but the Lord does, so we can be restful. 

Paul took Timothy instead of Mark who had failed in discipleship. Mark looked, maybe, at natural relationships as more important than following the Lord. He turned away, and Paul felt it very much that Mark (who was recovered later) failed him in the service. He “had abandoned them, going back from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work”, Acts 15: 38. It is a test to be taken instead of another, but Timothy was there, “a certain disciple”. 

He had had a secret history with the Lord Jesus; he was a disciple, not just a believer. He was attracted by the Lord Jesus in such a way that he desired to follow Him whatever might come. 

He did not know what was before him. We do not know what is ahead of us, but we know that the Lord Jesus knows, and 

if we follow Him we can trust Him, and can be very restful that He knows the way. He is before us and we follow in His footsteps; they are clearly marked for those who desire to follow Him. 

What marked this disciple was that he had a good testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. That is a thing we should look for, dear brethren, to have a good testimony from the brethren, not only from the local brethren, but from the neighbouring brethren too; it is important to have a good testimony. The brethren will not be critical of you; they will discern the work of God, and your desire to follow the Lord Jesus. 

It is remarkable how this man developed. I like to think of Samuel. You may say the surroundings, even among believers, are not the best, and there is so much destructive, or discouraging, influence. The work of God is not affected by it. Samuel, it says, was a boy girded with a linen ephod (1 Samuel 2: 18)—wonderful! It was not a young man, it was a boy. It shows how early things can start and become manifest, the distinct features of the work of God. He was not affected by the evil around. Those who claimed to belong to Ephraim had a bad testimony. This evil condition did not affect Samuel, who was of that tribe, and it will not affect you if you are influenced by the Lord Jesus, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit. You can, if you go this way, be immune from these things. Amid these conditions you protest against them by your behaviour and the way you go, and you will get more strength day by day. The Lord desires to secure you as a disciple. He is not satisfied that you should be just one of those who are believers. Think of Joseph; it says of him when he was seventeen that he had a judgment about his brethren, and, he had a good relationship with his father. The Lord has given us plenty of 

examples in Scripture to show that we are not to be hindered by circumstances and by the surroundings, even among believers. We need only follow the Lord, not men, not groups. 

So Paul takes this young man, “Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took him”. 

Timothy was ready to go; he did not know what was before him. This disciple, Timotheus, is one who sets out the true character of believers in these last days. Titus is another good man who followed Paul, but Timothy especially is given us as an example, or model, of what the Lord would look for in believers in these days. We could say more about him, but I want to consider these verses in 2 Timothy 3; “Thou” is emphasized, “but thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching”—“thoroughly acquainted”. That is another thing you need as a disciple, to get acquainted with every resource of help, and there are many resources. We do not have Paul personally among us, but by the ministry of the recovery we get a beautiful picture of Paul. There is the special character of his ministry, and the Lord has allowed us to have so much about Paul, his writings, and also the history of his labours in the book of the Acts, that we get, in measure, by the Spirit, acquainted with him. Let us study these things; let us not be superficial with our study. The Lord has helped in the ministry of the revival to get a clearer picture of Paul. The Lord Jesus has given gifts to instruct us and to help us to get acquainted with these things. Do not spend your time with things that are not necessary. I met some young brothers recently and they were concerned not to be wasting time. They realized that there are more precious things to go in for. That is discipleship. 

The Lord would help us, dear brethren, to get acquainted, thoroughly acquainted, with the teaching. 

In every meeting there is something fresh, something special; maybe it is only one remark to carry home, but in that way we get more light as to the Scriptures. Do not miss the meetings. 

A disciple would not do it; he would stand the test. If you think the natural is first, the Lord says, If you give first place to what is natural you cannot be my disciple. So Timothy had to face that test. He overcame it; but Mark failed in it. The natural brought him back to Jerusalem, but Timothy came through. 

Then Paul speaks about his conduct. That is another thing that we have to find out, especially from our older brethren. We need to find out the way they live. I think the first epistle to Timothy is a great help to us too, showing that piety is an important feature of those who follow the Lord Jesus as His disciples. Piety is profitable for everything. Piety means to be with God in our circumstances, to seek God; not only to have God with us, but to seek Him, to find out what He is looking for. There is a great, lack of piety at the present time. 

Then, “But thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my … purpose”. Paul was a man of purpose, and a disciple would be a man of purpose. You can think of Daniel; he was a man of purpose, purpose of heart. Barnabas encouraged the young believers in Antioch to abide with the Lord with purpose of heart (see Acts 11: 23). People normally have a purpose and know what they are at, but believers should be even more marked by having a purpose. Paul was a man of purpose. 

Those older brethren who have overcome so many exercises, so many critical times, have come through because they have been people with a purpose; they have had a right view. Our brother Dr. Roberts 

mentioned in Cologne many years ago that a sailor, in order to reach the harbour, needs to set his sails rightly. He has a purpose, and he regulates everything according to it. So what is our purpose? What is the goal that we are aiming at? Everything must give way to this. The Lord speaks of discipleship in Luke 14: 28, and He says that we need to sit down and to count the cost of the matter. But then, when you sit down, the Lord would show you that the means are not with you, but they are with Him. Paul says in Philippians, “But I have all things in full supply and abound” (Philippians 4: 18). It shows that he had counted the cost and he had looked at the things he had to face, and he says, “I have strength for all things in him that gives me power”, Philippians 4: 13. It is the answer to the exercise of sitting down and seeing whether you can build this tower, or face the army of the enemy—your resource is “in him that gives me power”. I just want to encourage the brethren, especially the young ones, to become “thoroughly acquainted”; we have the help of the Holy Spirit in that. 

Paul finishes with the sufferings, which Timothy knew well. There were the sufferings in Timothy’s own place, where he came from, special sufferings. Paul was almost killed in that area and Timothy knew that the Lord gave him strength. Paul rose up and went into the city (Acts 14: 20). He refers to these special sufferings and persecutions. I think it may also allude to the fact that we are acquainted as to how the Lord’s rights have been set aside in the areas where we live, and there are those who have suffered and stood for them. 

When we look at John 12—I think it has been spoken about in this way before—the Lord Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; it is like 

Paul finding Timothy. The Lord would like to use you in His testimony, and He would like to use you to bring in His glory. John speaks about these matters in a special way. In other gospels the Lord used the disciples or the apostles to find what He needed, but in this gospel Jesus found the young ass Himself. It is remarkable in John how the Lord does things Himself, and others feel their lack. There was a wedding and they had not enough wine, but He was there. He was the source of supply for everything. Later on they went to buy food, but He was there, though they did not know His resources. Then we find that they needed much food to feed the multitude of people and there was a little boy who had something. 

They thought it was not enough, but it was enough, because there was something, some impression of the Lord Jesus, and He made it to be enough for several thousand, just want to point to this fact, that however many may go astray, however many may disregard His rights over us, if there is only one disciple it is for the blessing of many. Paul tells Timothy that all in Asia had left him (see 2 Timothy 1: 15), but there were still a few, and they were enough to bring in the great heavenly blessing. So if one is here and is ready to take up this matter of discipleship, the Lord would use it to bring blessing for many. 

We see here how He found this young ass. I think it is a type of a young person whom the Lord would use. There were overcomers, because they took branches of palms; there were those who overcame, I would encourage the dear brethren with this scripture. There are those who have overcome, and they went out to meet Him. There is no other desire with them than to meet the Lord Jesus, and He comes. John quotes the scripture, “Fear not, daughter of Zion”; she is a picture of the sovereign mercy of God. We are here, dear brethren, as subjects of the sovereign mercy of God. The Lord began this wonderful revival, and the enemy has done what he could to destroy it, and he is doing it still; but there are these mercies of God, the sovereignty of God. It is not through our merit that we are here, it is His sovereign mercy and He says, “Fear not, daughter of Zion”. 

We should fear not—“Fear not”. What a salutation, dear brethren, “Behold, thy King cometh”. It is the King in His glory and beauty, like the king who is referred to in the Song of Songs when the daughters of Zion see the king crowned with the crown with which his mother has crowned him (see Song of Solomon 3: 11). It is His glory, His beauty—“thy King cometh”. He comes, and He may come in by a young person, a young sister, a young brother, persons who have committed themselves fully to be available for Him, to answer to the appeal of His love, the appeal of His sufferings for us, and the Lord will come in with comfort. How wonderful it is! 

I am sure He has persons available. How wonderful that He can use some person. He could use, in the book of Job, a young person, Elihu, in the end to bring in His presence. All the other discussions were nothing compared with the availability of this young man. He brought relief to Job who, by his service, was impressed by the presence of the Lord. May we be encouraged that the Lord will have His vessels; He will have what He needs, and He knows where they are, He finds them, and He takes them, and He brings in His glory. “Fear not, daughter of Zion”—what a remnant was there in Jerusalem at that time, only a few, as we find in the gospels, who really longed for the coming of the Lord. The officials and the crowds were poisoned by wrong things, wrong hopes and wrong expectations, but He came in to a poor and afflicted people, and the footnote says that He comes in in the same character as that which He finds in His people. (The footnote in the German translation to Zechariah 9: 9 is ‘lowly or afflicted’ as also in Zechariah 11: 11 where “the afflicted of the flock” recognize the word of Jehovah). May the Lord help us and encourage us, and especially encourage the hearts of the younger brethren. How the Lord longs that they may be fully in His things, fully linked with His interests for the few days, hours perhaps, in which we can do this before His coming. 

Address at Redbridge
8 November 1986 

 


Scripture references

Acts 16:1-3 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek.

2 Timothy 3:10-11 (JND) [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all.

John 12:12-16 (JND) [12] On the morrow a great crowd who came to the feast, having heard that Jesus is coming into Jerusalem, [13] took branches of palms and went out to meet him, and cried, Hosanna, blessed [is] he that comes in the name of [the] Lord, the King of Israel. [14] And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat upon it; as it is written, [15] Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt. [16] [Now] his disciples knew not these things at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things to him.

Acts 15:38 (JND) [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work.

1 Samuel 2:18 (JND) [18] And Samuel ministered before Jehovah, a boy girded with a linen ephod.

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

Acts 11:23 (JND) [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord;

Luke 14:28 (JND) [28] For which of you, desirous of building a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, if he have what [is needed] to complete it;

Philippians 4:18 (JND) [18] But I have all things in full supply and abound; I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things [sent] from you, an odour of sweet savour, an acceptable sacrifice, agreeable to God.

Philippians 4:13 (JND) [13] I have strength for all things in him that gives me power.

Acts 14:20 (JND) [20] But while the disciples encircled him, he rose up and entered into the city. And on the morrow he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Song of Solomon 3:11 (JND) [11] Go forth, daughters of Zion, And behold king Solomon With the crown wherewith his mother crowned him In the day of his espousals, And in the day of the gladness of his heart.

Zechariah 9:9 (JND) [9] Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy King cometh to thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly and rIding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Zechariah 11:11 (JND) [11] And it was broken in that day; and so the poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah.



MAN AND WOMAN

Contributed by A. C. Craig 

In Romans 5 Adam is regarded as responsible for the fall. He was disobedient, although not deceived (see 1 Timothy 2: 14). But the fall was conceived by the woman, the serpent being the active agent, the father—the Lord said in John 8: 44, “Ye are of the devil, as your father, and ye desire to do the lusts of your father”. 

There are two things the serpent proceeded to do—to discredit the word of God, and to get the woman to step out of her place; and he was successful. “And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said. Ye shall not eat? ... And the serpent said to the woman, Ye will not certainly die”, Genesis 3: 1–5. He discredited the word of God. Then he proceeds to get her to step out of her place; “And the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a pleasure for the eyes, and the tree was to be desired to give intelligence; and she took of its fruit, and ate, and gave also to her husband with her, and he ate”. There the 

order of creation is reversed; it is now woman and man, not man and woman. She is out of her place; he ought to have given to her, if it was to be given at all, which it was not. The angels were watching. They must have been astounded at the audacity of the serpent, and his success. 

But they are to witness the complete reversal now of what was done by the serpent, where the word of God will be honoured and the man and the woman will be in their proper places, and that according to the order in creation. It will all be seen perfect in the world to come, but can be seen now in those who belong to the assembly. 

Paul in taking up the “law of the house”, or the principles that govern the house, sets it out in 1 Corinthians 11, where he brings forward the order in creation and headship extending down from God to Christ, and to man and woman, showing that man comes before woman as he is her head. This is not husband and wife, it is man and woman. There is that distinction, and therefore a difference, which is very much done away now in every circle among men—no doubt the work of the serpent who would make women appear as men, getting them to step out of their place and so set aside God’s order in creation. Equal opportunity and equal reward is attractive—the wiles employed with the first woman. He would have women dress like men, and act like them too. And while this is obnoxious to God, the underlying will is the more serious thing. A woman might wear clothes which look like men’s, and shorten her hair also, but the evil, the iniquity, lies in the will to do it. 

These things are not seen in people going on observing the truth of the house of God. Anyone who is out of the order God has ordained for creation cannot be in the moral order suitable for His house. And this is necessary for what follows in 1 Corinthians 11, that is, the Lord’s supper, and again in that chapter we have the angels. They are watching; they look at the woman’s head, they would see her hair, her glory, not now her shame (see verse 6). She is owning her head, the man. The angels see a return to the creational order, and so far the will subdued. Paul also refers to the teaching of nature (verse 14), another allusion to the beginning. The detail of this chapter all relates to “the directions”, the word of God that must not be discredited. Our wills, our minds, must all be subdued and subject before we can approach the Lord’s supper. 

The full result of the serpent’s work, commencing in Genesis, is seen in Revelation 18: 7 where the woman says, “I sit a queen, and I am not a widow”. She is not a widow, but who is her husband? She is the mother of harlots (Revelation 17: 5), but who is the father? He is the father of lies (John 8: 44). 

In Revelation 20: 1, 2 John writes—“And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is the devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years”. The active agency, the father of all the evil and iniquity that ever came into the world, finds his place and gets his just reward. 

But what a triumph for God that in His house now, before the day of glory comes, His people can assemble in the proper creational and moral order and hold the Lord’s supper in the same scene where there has been the awful seduction and deception of His creatures that were created for His will and pleasure (Revelation 4: 11). 

One thing more—the disregard of these principles will provoke the Lord’s jealousy (1 Corinthians 10: 22), and incur His discipline (1 Corinthians 11: 30). He is Son over God’s house. 

Airdrie 

 


Scripture references

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

1 Timothy 2:14 (JND) [14] and Adam was not deceived; but the woman, having been deceived, was in transgression.

John 8:44 (JND) [44] Ye are of the devil, as [your] father, and ye desire to do the lusts of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks falsehood, he speaks of what is his own; for he is a liar and its father:

Genesis 3:1-5 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. [4] And the serpent said to the woman, Ye will not certainly die; [5] but God knows that in the day ye eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and ye will be as God, knowing good and evil.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Revelation 18:7 (JND) [7] So much as she has glorified herself and lived luxuriously, so much torment and grief give to her. Because she says in her heart, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief:

Revelation 17:5 (JND) [5] and upon her forehead a name written, Mystery, great Babylon, the mother of the harlots, and of the abominations of the earth.

John 8:44 (JND) [44] Ye are of the devil, as [your] father, and ye desire to do the lusts of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks falsehood, he speaks of what is his own; for he is a liar and its father:

Revelation 20:1 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand.

Revelation 4:11 (JND) [11] Thou art worthy, O our Lord and [our] God, to receive glory and honour and power; for *thou* hast created all things, and for thy will they were, and they have been created.

1 Corinthians 10:22 (JND) [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

1 Corinthians 11:30 (JND) [30] On this account many among you [are] weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep.



“TOGETHER”

J. N. Grace 

Acts 2: 1; 1 Corinthians 14: 23; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1 

It seems that every feature of the assembly that comes in to the teaching of Scripture works out practically in our local companies, and this makes them important. So as we are together now it is not just simply that we have come to listen to someone speaking or to see the brethren; we come because in some way we are in the light and experience of what the assembly means. Why? Because the Spirit of God is here. That makes all the difference. It made the difference when He first came at Pentecost when they were “all together in one place”. What lit up the whole occasion was the fact that God came in in the Spirit. So Paul alludes to that in 1 Corinthians 14. We would like to see someone coming in, would we not? An unbeliever, a simple person, comes in and as he listens to what proceeds in the gathering he will do homage to God, “reporting that God is indeed amongst you”. You can see therefore the importance, the distinctiveness, shall I say the dignity, of our being together. 

How glad we are to see one another, and to sit down and make way for the Spirit and thus make way for the Lord and whatever He might have to say to us, and how ready the Lord is to speak to us. 

How He loves the assembly! We sang, ‘Oh, how precious Thine assembly is, Lord Jesus, in Thy sight’ (Hymn 359). What He has given to secure the assembly! This is not a picture on the wall, beloved brethren; it is literal. As we sit together like this we just need to remember how the Lord loves us. He loves the assembly and He has given everything for it, so we should be true to the assembly. Hence the importance of our being together as often as we can. In effect this is what Paul is saying in this epistle. He speaks of coming together in relation to the Lord’s supper (1 Corinthians 11: 20). He further says in chapter 14, “If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place”. Hence the importance of a meeting like this. Even if there are subdivisions (which we have not arrived at yet—maybe in the will of God we will), it still applies that we come together in one place in view of the ministry meeting and in view of the mid-week reading. We get the full gain of all that God has in the place taking character from the assembly. And I would say that particularly applies to the three-day meetings. We may think of that, that we should be together as often as we can, all together. What we have in our households is one thing. Thank God for it; they are clean places and we are apart from the world, and the Spirit of God is recognised; but when we come together I think the assembly is linked with what is holy, it is a holy place, hence the value and the protection of our being all together as often as we can, whether in the meetings or in the opportunity of sitting down together to partake of a meal, or something like that. I think the idea of the assembly enters into everything and the more we are together the better. 

I had a simple impression that came home to me as we sang that hymn as to the way the assembly began, “all together in one place”, and the way that we are going out (1 Thessalonians 4: 17). We are going out together. What a victory that is for God! In the face of all the breakdown, in the face of all the scattering, is the enemy going to get the victory? No! The Spirit of God will have the victory and the whole of the assembly will gather together to meet the Lord in the air, and that will not only involve the living saints but those that have died. They are going to be raised first because we are not going to get any advantage over them. The dead in Christ shall rise first and then we shall be caught up together—a fine word! It should affect us in our affections and our love for one another, our love for the assembly, and our love for Christ. You cannot separate Christ from the assembly. May the Lord help us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
17 May 1988 

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:1 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place.

1 Corinthians 14:23 (JND) [23] If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and simple [persons] enter in, or unbelievers, will not they say ye are mad?

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him,

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …

1 Corinthians 11:20 (JND) [20] When ye come therefore together into one place, it is not to eat [the] Lord's supper.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



COMMITTAL

W. Lamont 

Exodus 21: 1–6; Luke 22: 39–46; Acts 22: 1–16 

I would like to say a simple word as to committal. I believe, beloved brethren and friends, that the measure of one’s committal is directly related to the measure of one’s affection for Christ. So we can measure ourselves. The degree in which any one of us is committed to the Lord Jesus and to His interests in this scene most definitely reflects the measure of our affection for Him. Hence we can measure ourselves and discover where we are in relation to His interests here below. But firstly we must see committal set forth in Himself, the true Hebrew Bondman. One who came here in perfect obedience and devotion to God’s will, never a moment apart from it, never a thought, never a deed that did not conform to the will of God and to the pleasure of God. He could say Himself, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”, John 8: 29. What consistency there was in the life of Jesus. So it is a tremendous thing to arrive at consistency in one’s life. 

Most of us are up and down, sometimes one way sometimes another, but the One that is presented to us in His perfection was a blessed Man who in every step and every deed was pleasing to God. We can feed on that, the greatness of the manhood of Jesus, the One who was for the delight of God “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Mark 1: 11. What a scene! one blessed Man totally for the delight of the Father in His life of absolute perfection, everything that God had looked for. 

It says, “If he came in alone”, that is, ‘with his body’. That would remind us of Psalm 40: 6, “Ears hast thou prepared (or ‘digged’) me” (see footnote), or, as it is quoted in Hebrews 10: 5, “thou hast prepared me a body”. Think of the greatness of that! It has been referred to as a holy conversation between divine Persons. What a privilege for such as we to have recorded for us a conversation between divine Persons, one divine Person speaking to Another and saying, “Thou hast prepared me a body … Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will” (Hebrews 10: 7), having in mind these relationships into which God has come as made known to us in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. That one divine Person should become Man is a wonder; well may we sing, ‘Wonder of the incarnation!’ (Hymn 38). The One who is God as to His Person was found in lowly manhood, and not only that, but here as a Bondman. As to the man in the type, this Hebrew bondman, “If he came in alone, he shall go out alone”. It has been said, and said rightly, that He could have gone straight from the mount of transfiguration to glory. He could have done that. The Father’s delight came into expression there again, for the second time, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight” (Matthew 17: 5), referring, as we know, to those years of public service; in every deed God’s pleasure was found in Him, the Father watching Him with supreme interest. He saw Him healing the sick, the blind, the deaf, the dumb, and raising the dead, going about doing good and healing all that were under the power of the devil. 

What a Man!—and the Father’s delight expressed in Him. Had He gone from that point to glory He would have gone out alone, but, as John tells us in the Lord’s own words, “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”, John 12: 24. Well brethren, we are here tonight, those of us who believe, those of us who know Him, we are here as the fruit of the death of Christ. It is a wonderful thing to contemplate, that the basis of our blessing is that that blessed Man has died in order that there should be fruit, that there should be blessing for us and response to Himself, and persons secured now and eternally for the praise of the blessed God. It says, “But if the bondman say distinctly ...”; there was no doubt about the Lord Jesus meaning what He said. He spoke distinctly, He spoke definitely, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”. 

That was the language of love, beloved, the language of love in Jesus, “I will not go free”. Oh what perfect devotion, love in expression in its fulness in one blessed Man. He said, “I love my master”—the love of the Lord Jesus for His God, expressed fully in His life. Then love for His wife; what would that be? It would be the church, the assembly. Then love for His children; total 

devotion expressed so fully and so blessedly in Jesus. He became “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Philippians 2: 8. The devotion of Jesus in the fulness of His love led Him that way, the way of suffering, the way of death. Does it not call forth from every heart response to Him? How could it be otherwise? How could any human heart have reserves in the light of love so fully expressed in one blessed Man? It leads to committal. 

That is one’s exercise; not only did He commit Himself unreservedly in love for His God, but, that should stimulate us as seeing Him in all His perfection, so that we should commit ourselves to Him. It says, “If the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; then his master shall bring him before the judges”. That such language should be used in a type of the Lord Jesus but brings into perfect relief the glory of His humanity. ‘Shall bring him’; Oh the subjection of Jesus! “Then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever”. 

I think all our hearts should go out to Him, that not only has He become Man, but He remains a Man in service in love for ever. It is a wonderful thing that the blessed lowly One who was here in holy humanity, coming in as Man, though God as to His Person, has been raised from the dead, has ascended to the presence of God and remains Man eternally. He will hold the universe for the praise of God throughout eternity, and He will serve us in His love eternally. It is wonderful, and is calculated to draw out our affections to Him and cause us to devote our lives to Him. 

I go on to Luke 22. The Lord Jesus was approaching the time of His death. “Going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him”. Matthew and Mark give us the forsaking, which Luke does not exactly do. Luke speaks of “the mount of Olives”. The One who lived His life in perfect communion with His Father resorted to that special area, and it is Luke who gives us the intensity of the Lord’s sufferings at the mount of Olives. The language is sublime—“Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me ...”. The Lord in His holy soul felt the horror of what He was facing. He was going forward to death, going forward to those sufferings on the cross. His holy soul shrank from it, It is something to contemplate—“Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me ...”. “He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw”. Jesus went forward alone to deal with the matter of sin and sins. We sing, ‘None could follow there, blest Saviour’ (No. 298). No other could enter into that transaction, that tremendous transaction between a holy God and Jesus on the cross when He became the Sin-bearer. What a time that was! The whole sin question in all its awfulness was taken into account and the whole matter judged unsparingly in the holy Person of Jesus. Your blessing and mine hinges entirely upon it. 

The Lord in anticipation of the cross feels it to the depths of His Being, and He says, “But then, not my will, but thine be done”. What a picture of absolute and perfect submission in one holy Man to the will of God; “Not my will, but thine be done”. Then—it says, “An angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him”. What holy awe that angel must have felt as he appeared to Him from heaven strengthening Him. How he did it is not recorded for us, but think of an, angel ministering to the One who was the Creator, but here in manhood. What a scene that was! He had all power. “He spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. The One who was Creator of the universe, yet found here in suffering manhood and an angel—one of His creatures—appeared to Him from heaven and strengthened Him. It is food for the soul; it brings out the glory of the way He has come, the way He has gone. Then it says, “And being in conflict he prayed more intently”. 

Who can understand that? Who can fathom it? Luke accurately, by the Spirit of God, adds 

“he prayed more intently”. We need to enquire of the Spirit of God, enquire in exercise before God, what these things mean, and be reverent in the presence of them. 

“And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth”. Oh, what a picture! Beloved brethren, it is calculated to draw forth from the depths of our hearts unreserved affection for Himself. One reason why these things are recorded for us is that they should have an effect upon us and bring about in our lives a response to Himself and full affection. Then it says, “Rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief”. At that stage they were unable to enter into the matter. They were 

“sleeping from grief” at the very time when He was passing through this agony in His soul. 

“And he said to them, Why sleep ye? rise up and pray that ye enter not into temptation”. 

I read in Acts as to Paul as an example of a man upon whom the Lord Jesus and His love had a profound effect. And the effect was that a man such as ourselves devoted his life totally to the Lord Jesus. And that is a challenge. Who here could say that their life was totally devoted to the Lord Jesus? That is the desire of God, that our lives should be totally committed to this blessed One. I believe the Spirit of God would challenge us as to the measure of our committal to 

the Lord Jesus, which would be directly related to the measure of our affection for Him. In Acts 22 we get Paul reiterating his conversion as first recorded, in a Jewish setting, in Acts 9. 

In Acts 26 it is in a Gentile setting. But I read in chapter 22 to bring out certain features. 

In verse 10 Paul says, “And I said, What shall I do, Lord?” That is the language of love, the immediate response of Saul of Tarsus, as affected deeply by the Lord Jesus appearing to him from the glory, was, “What shall I do, Lord?” He became obedient. The instruction to him was, “Go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do”. One great need today, beloved brethren and dear friends, is for obedience, to be ready to be subject to the word of the Lord, and that word tonight, specifically for this occasion, would call for total committal in love to Jesus. It is a challenge as to our affection for Christ. 

Who has a heart for Jesus? If you have, it will be evident in your committal to Him. It is not just what you might profess or seek to say, it will be seen in your life if you love the Lord Jesus. Anyone who really loves Him will be devoted to Him. Well, Saul of Tarsus learned that lesson quickly. “Who art thou, Lord?” He had authority from the high priest to persecute the saints. What a ruthless man Saul of Tarsus was! As someone has said, he would go in to a local assembly after his conversion and would see widows there, would see orphans, and he would say in self-judgment, ‘I was responsible for that’. He takes the blame upon himself for the murder of Stephen. 

All these terrible things happened in the life of Saul of Tarsus, but he became different when he came into touch with the heavenly Jesus. “Who art thou, Lord?” He recognised that the One who 

appeared to him had authority such as he had never known before, and that is what the word of God would bring to you, it would bring you into touch with the blessed Man, crowned with glory and honour, who has authority such as you can never know anywhere else, the One who is made “both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. The result is that Paul says, “What shall I do, Lord?” He was prepared to submit himself to the lordship of Christ. There is great need today for persons who are prepared to forego their own wills, their own selfish desires, and submit themselves to the authority of Jesus. And I can tell you it is an authority that He exercises in love. It is not arbitrary, it is out of His love for you. The Lord exercises His prerogative in lordship out of deep affection for you. Well, He says, “Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do”. That was in a local assembly. The Christian economy has been arranged so that there are not only individual believers but there is such a thing as the assembly, the church. 

That is what the Lord meant when He said, “Why persecutest thou me?” Saul of Tarsus could not persecute the Lord personally where He was, beyond the reach of the power of the enemy, the devil, beyond the reach of the power of sin and of death, having met these things and met them fully. But in saying, “Why persecutest thou me?”, the Lord was referring to His saints here on earth. The great light of our day is Christ on high and His body here on earth, and the function of that body is in places like Melbourne, Cumnock and elsewhere. God has His people in these places and He is indicating clearly to Saul of Tarsus that He had such in Damascus, a local assembly, and Saul of Tarsus was prepared to be subject to the saints. 

Then there was the establishment of brotherly links. Paul says of Ananias, “Coming to me and standing by me, 

(he) said to me. Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And I, in the same hour, received my sight and saw him”. The first thing that Saul of Tarsus saw as receiving his sight was a brother. Oh the need for these brotherly links in local assemblies, and universally, where brotherly love is known, and the Spirit of God has His true place—“By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves”, John 13: 35. And it is there; you can find it; it is an area on earth where the love of Christ is known and is expressed in love for one another, where love functions, and is practical. 

Then just this point, “And he said, The God of our fathers has chosen thee beforehand to know his will”. That is the will of God, the very same will that the Lord Jesus could speak about. He filled it out, of course, in absolute perfection. But the will that is referred to here, 

“To know his will”, is the very same will. Most of us are very prone to exert our own will. I would just like to convey the blessedness that any one of us can experience in submitting to the lordship of Christ and submitting to the will of God. It can be done, it is a day for it, when man’s will is being exerted on every hand and is causing confusion. When men exert their wills in this world, in government, in religious institutions, no matter where it be, you have confusion; that is obvious. But where you have persons who are prepared to do the will of God you have blessedness, you have happy conditions. True happiness prevails where persons are prepared to submit to, and to do the will of God. Then it says, “And to see the just one”. By following this path you will find that you will come into touch with the Just One—

One who is not affected by bias, by prejudice, or any of these things, He sees every situation just exactly as it is. Then it says, “And to hear a voice out of his mouth”. 

I believe that the Lord Jesus would appeal to us all tonight in His word. He speaks to His saints in ways like this and appeals in His word. Then, “For thou shalt be a witness for him to all men of what thou hast seen and heard”. You see, witness is a tremendous thing but, like committal, it is related to affection for Christ. I believe the measure of our witness and its effectiveness relates to the measure in which we give our hearts to Christ and make room for the Holy Spirit. May we be fully in it, all of us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Melbourne
8 April 1988 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Luke 22:39-46 (JND) [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth. [45] And rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief. [46] And he said to them, Why sleep ye? rise up and pray that ye enter not into temptation.

Acts 22:1-16 (JND) [1] Brethren and fathers, hear my defence which I now make to you. [2] And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more quiet; and he says, [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day; [4] who have persecuted this way unto death, binding and delivering up to prisons both men and women; [5] as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the elderhood: from whom also, having received letters to the brethren, I went to Damascus to bring those also who were there, bound, to Jerusalem, to be punished. [6] And it came to pass, as I was journeying and drawing near to Damascus, that, about mid-day, there suddenly shone out of heaven a great light round about me. [7] And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [8] And *I* answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, *I* am Jesus the Nazaraean, whom *thou* persecutest. [9] But they that were with me beheld the light, [and were filled with fear], but heard not the voice of him that was speaking to me. [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do. [11] And as I could not see, through the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came to Damascus. [12] And a certain Ananias, a pious man according to the law, borne witness to by all the Jews who dwelt [there], …

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

Mark 1:11 (JND) [11] And there came a voice out of the heavens: *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Psalms 40:6 (JND) [6] Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded;

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.

Acts 22 (JND) [1] Brethren and fathers, hear my defence which I now make to you. [2] And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more quiet; and he says, [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day; …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.



“HAD THEY KNOWN” (1 Corinthians 2: 8)

J. Stenhouse 

God made the worlds by Him, the earth, the sun, 

He did but speak a word, and it was done, 

We marvel and we wonder as we see 

That there in Bethlehem’s inn no room should be. 

At His command the winds and waves were still, 

His touch of love was blessing to the ill, 

The restless mind He calmed, and broken heart, 

Yet there were those who begged Him to depart. 

Death’s march He halted at the gates of Nain, 

And gave the widow back her son again; 

Marked out unique in power, the Son of God, 

The Lord of glory thus His pathway trod. 

There in that house though Simon did not greet, 

Nor give Him water to refresh His feet, 

He sought to show him that, although in debt, 

His liabilities could all be met. 

But one of wisdom’s children learned His love, 

That hidden wisdom come from heaven above; 

She lavished all on Him, and did not cease, 

Went on her way and all her paths were peace. 

The princes of this world, they did not know, 

A cross was all they gave Him here below; 

A Prince and Saviour, now in heaven received, 

We know the One in whom we have believed. 

Faith’s eye beholds Him crowned with glory there, 

Yes, He than all the sons of men more fair; 

Just to look up and have a view of Him 

Makes all the glitter of this age grow dim. 

His everlasting kingdom has begun, 

The present course of things will soon be run; 

Soon He will by the universe be known, 

Let us be here for Him; we’re not our own. 

Bathurst. N.S.W., Australia 






EXTRACT

It is the finest thing that ever happened to a Christian to be shut up to God where no creature can help. You are going to have some spiritual promotion; you are going to see how God can get you out of a strait, or sustain you in one. You say, ‘I cannot stand this, I must use my wings’, … used to sing, ‘Had I the wings of a dove I would fly far, far away’. I cannot sing it now because “I know I have them, and the question is, Do I use them? What I mean by the wings of a dove is the energy of the Spirit. 

W. Johnson (‘Meditations in the Psalms’, p.32)
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