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THE DAY THAT JEHOVAH HAS MADE

Psalm 118: 22-24;  Luke 23:34 (to “they do”); 

 John 3:35;  4:13-15;  7:37-39

I would like to say something about “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  I wonder when you think, “the day that Jehovah hath made” is.  It is today!  In the gospel, we have to do with God, and to Him a thousand years are as one day, 2 Pet.3:8.  It is a day of opportunity; it is a day of hope.  Even in this poor, benighted world where moral darkness shrouds everything, the gospel message in all its fulness shines out; this is “the day that Jehovah hath made”.

It involved the coming of Jesus into this scene, which was necessary to bring near to us God’s love in all its fulness, but it was also necessary in order to meet you in your need, in your sins and away from God, without hope.  “This is the day that Jehovah hath made”.  It involved that that blessed Man, God’s blessed Son, experienced rejection here; “The stone which the builders rejected hath become the head of the corner”.  Does it affect your heart that your Saviour went out of this scene enduring the ignominy and the shame of the cross?  It says of Him that He became “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:8.  God’s heart in all its fulness was shining out at that time.   Has it shone into your heart, have you rejoiced and been glad in “the day that Jehovah hath made”?  That depends on whether you have let the Lord Jesus into your heart.  He is the One who was rejected here.  The last the world saw of Him was on that cross of shame.  And why was He there?  He was there to suffer and die for your sins and mine.  What a momentous work!  Everything for God depended on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Everything for you depends upon Him.  He is like the nail in a sure place (Isa.22:23); every vessel could be hung upon Him.  And you can depend upon Him because the blessed Man that went out of this world by way of the cross has now been raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, and He has entered into His own glory.  That is “the day that Jehovah hath made”.

Do you know where He is now?  He is seated on the Father’s throne at His right hand, in a position of power.  One day He is going to take up His own throne; that will be a future day.  But at the moment we are talking about today, “This is the day that Jehovah hath made”.  How many days in man’s reckoning has God gone on in His overtures to man?  How many years?  The present count is two thousand and fifteen years and God’s overtures are still outgoing in the gospel, it is “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  What a wonderful message!  In this poor benighted world, God’s love to the sinner was displayed in the way that He “has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”, Rom.8:32.  That blessed Man, as Peter says, was “cast away indeed as worthless by men”, 1 Pet.2:4.  Just think of that; in this world’s estimation of God’s beloved Son, He was something that could just be discarded, cast out as worthless and rejected.  But God has made Him “head of the corner” (1 Pet.2.7), and He is the foundation of “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  Jesus is at God’s right hand and He is available there as a Prince and a Saviour to you.

And God’s overtures in grace go out.  Think of His overtures of grace that extended to a man like Saul of Tarsus, a man who was bent on exterminating the name of Christ here, but he found it was futile.  That Man in the glory would have been justified in striking Saul down in judgment, but He did not.  He said “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9:4.  It was “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  The wonderful basis that God had, on which to come out in blessing towards all men, was in the finished work of Christ when He bore my sins in His body on the tree (1 Pet.2:24).  Sin was not overlooked; it could not be so by a righteous, holy God, but what you and I deserved in the way of judgment for our sins was laid upon Him and He exhausted God’s judgment of sin.  Every other man would have been exhausted by it, but He exhausted God’s judgment of sin, and every moral question was resolved to God’s full satisfaction in that finished work of Jesus and His precious, shed blood.  Have you put your faith and trust in Him, and in His precious blood; and

‘Can point to the atoning blood

  And say, This made my peace with God’. (Hymn 357)

How efficacious is the blood of Jesus!  It is able to cleanse us from all sin, (1 John 1:7).  There is no such thing as a hopeless case, not in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.

I read that verse in Luke 23; “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, because it characterises “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  It is the day of grace.  That blessed Man who suffered vicariously on the cross could say “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  That is the character of the dispensation in which we are.  God’s overtures in grace would reach out to you wherever you are.  Nobody is out of His reach; the “blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  Whatever has happened in your history, the answer is in the blood of Jesus and in His finished work.  We spoke earlier about nearness, about the distance being removed.  Paul speaks in Ephesians 2 of the middle wall of enclosure having been broken down (v.14).  Think of the hatred that there is between the Arab and the Jew, questions that man cannot solve, but the answer is in the death of Jesus; the middle wall of enclosure has been broken down.  All these things are involved in “the day that Jehovah hath made”; “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  He has borne the judgment that you might never bear it.  You could not bear it!  You are entirely dependent upon the Lord Jesus and His finished work.

I read in John’s gospel because I think “the day that Jehovah hath made” involves the establishment of a wonderful administration of grace that is in the hands of Christ.  He says “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”; that is true today.  It is wonderful to have a sense that you are in the hands of Christ, the very best hands.  The Father loves Him, and there is an administration of grace under His hand.  What kind of things happen under that administration?  I think the next chapter gives us the clue to it; persons find the living water under that administration of grace.  The poor woman in John 4 was a moral wreck.  We see the ravages of sin today and the effects of the breakdown in relationships, and yet the Lord Jesus, being wearied with the way He had come, drew near to this poor woman by Sychar’s well:-

‘Trembling soul, behold thy Saviour ...’

Then:-

‘Sinner, see thy God beside thee,

   In a servant’s form come near,

Sitting, walking, talking with thee!

   Sinai’s mount no longer fear’.   (Hymn 112)

That was the experience of this woman in John 4 and it is experienced in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  Whatever her history, the answer was in Christ; that is where it was.  Whatever your history may be, the answer is in that same blessed Man!  I never cease to marvel at the way that the Lord Jesus in lowly grace approached this woman.  She was the most unlikely material, you might say, but then so am I.  That is the wonder of the present day, “the day that Jehovah hath made”; it is “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  His overtures of grace extended to this woman.  She was searching for satisfaction.  What a search for satisfaction there is in this world today, but you will only find it in one source, you find it in the Lord Jesus Himself.  This woman found satisfaction in Him; not only were her needs met but she was taken possession of by Christ Jesus.  She left her water pot, and she made her way into the city and said “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?”, John 4:29.  That was the result of a person receiving Christ into her heart and being glad and rejoicing in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  

So that He says “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”.  Are you conscious, dear friend, that this fountain of water is springing up in your heart?  The gospel involves not only the reception of the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, but the conscious sense of the gift of the Holy Spirit, God’s unspeakable free gift.  We spoke in the reading of how essential He is for the Christian, otherwise your Christianity would be a dead letter.  Persons go to college to study, to take the cloth as it is called, study the Scriptures with just the natural mind of man, and it could be darkness.  What makes it living is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Are you conscious you have that?  You can ask the Father and He will give you the gift of the Holy Spirit.  He gives Him to those that obey Him.  But there is a process here; it “shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”.  I think this woman grew in the appreciation of that; “shall become in him a fountain of water”.  It might start small but it grew in her.  It grows and it grows, just like the light that shone in Paul’s heart.  It was “a light out of heaven” (Acts 9:3), but he recalled it in chapter 22 as “a great light” (v.6) and in chapter 26 before King Agrippa he called it “a light above the brightness of the sun” (v.13).  On Friday, we saw an eclipse, saw the dimming of the brightness of the midday sun.  It is beyond what men can view with the naked eye, and so they tell you not to look at it because it is blinding.  The greatness of that light grew in the apostle Paul’s heart, so that when he was before Agrippa, he says to him, “believest thou the prophets?  I know that thou believest.  And Agrippa said to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian.  And Paul said, I would to God, both in little and in much, that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as I also am, except these bonds”, Acts 26:27-30.  There was a man who was glad and rejoiced “in the day that Jehovah hath made”.  

How much of what is springing up in this fountain of life is coming out into expression in us?  Paul wanted all those in that courtroom to have what he enjoyed, “except these bonds”.  He might have been outwardly bound, but he was not inwardly bound; he was in the enjoyment of that living water and he was glad in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  He was really saying, If it could happen to me with my history, it could happen to you too.  So this woman in John 4 had the experience of that water springing up into eternal life.  She says “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”.  I marvel at the skill of the Lord Jesus.  He created a desire in that woman’s heart for the living water, and it is not until then that He raises the moral question, “Go, call thy husband, and come here” (v.16).  She was in the presence of the One who had the answer to her history; once a moral wreck, but one who came into infinite blessing in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  She did not have to go back there to draw water: she had the source of satisfaction in her heart.  Have you got that source of satisfaction in your heart, so that you do not have to rely on the joys of this earth or the entertainment of this world?  You do not have to rely on them.  All those things will come to an end, they all fade away, but the water that springs up into eternal life remains.  At is a source, not only for satisfaction now, it will be the source of your satisfaction eternally, but it is available now in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.

There is a wonderful evangelical touch in those verses in chapter 7 of John’s gospel. “In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.”  That message is still going out today, “the day that Jehovah hath made”, and it is a message of earnestness.  Jesus stood and cried; it is urgent.  It is not something you can put off, because “the day that Jehovah hath made” may soon come to an end.  When it will come to an end we do not know, but this may be the last time that the gospel is preached here; we do not know, but this is the day of opportunity.  Jesus is crying “If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink”.  This day is spoken of right through to the end of the Bible where it says in Revelation 22, “And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take the water of life freely” (v.17).  The evangelical message remains to the very end of the “day that Jehovah hath made”.  And in John 7, the appeal of the Lord Jesus went out in its urgency; “In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.  He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”.  What is inside must come out.  It came out in Paul; he could not contain it inside.  It had to come out; “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”.  Now that involves a certain influence.  A river is a resource, it is an influence for life, it is an influence for good.  What about my influence?  It is “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified”.  What a wonderful time Pentecost was!  When the Spirit came and sat upon each one of them, and they began to speak in tongues, they spoke of the wonderful things of God (Acts 2.11); it was the testimony to “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  Think of the power of Peter’s preaching, Peter of all people!  What grace there was in Jerusalem; the place where the Lord was crucified was the first place in which the gospel was preached.  What grace; it was “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  There were three thousand souls converted by the word spoken in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Peter says “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (v.36).  Not that He was going to do it, He had already done it; made Him both Lord and Christ.  

Have you come under the domination and sway of that blessed Man?  Paul spoke about being delivered from “the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love” (Col.1:13); that is Saul’s conversion in a nutshell in that verse.  It is a wonderful thing that Jesus has been glorified and the Holy Spirit has come as a Witness to a Man who is in heaven, who has been received in glory bright up there, as having secured everything for God.  It had its beginning then in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  I trust that everyone here will be glad and rejoice in it, as having the experience of receiving Christ into your heart, and through the gift of the Holy Spirit you might know something of the joys of heavenly things.  The joys of this earth fade away, but the joys of heavenly things remain and they will remain throughout the eternal day.  We have touched that in our spirits today.

May there be some further results in “the day that Jehovah hath made”.  How much longer it will be available I do not know.  We cannot speak about tomorrow, but I can speak about today, “To-day if ye will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts” (Heb.3:15), but come into the full blessing of salvation as found in Him, in His name.

Preaching of the gospel, Brechin

22 March 2015

D.J. Wright

 


Scripture references

Psalms 118:22-24 (JND) [22] [The] stone which the builders rejected hath become the head of the corner: [23] This is of Jehovah; it is wonderful in our eyes. [24] This is the day that Jehovah hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 4:13-15 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 4:13-15 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 4:13-15 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

2 Peter 3:8 (JND) [8] But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved, that one day with [the] Lord [is] as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Isaiah 22:23 (JND) [23] And I will fasten him [as] a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a throne of glory to his father's house:

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

1 Peter 2:4 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious,

1 Peter 2:7 (JND) [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner,

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Acts 9:3 (JND) [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven,

Acts 26:27-30 (JND) [27] King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. [28] And Agrippa [said] to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian. [29] And Paul [said], I would to God, both in little and in much, that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as *I* also am, except these bonds. [30] And the king stood up, and the governor and Bernice, and those who sat with them,

Acts 26:27-30 (JND) [27] King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. [28] And Agrippa [said] to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian. [29] And Paul [said], I would to God, both in little and in much, that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as *I* also am, except these bonds. [30] And the king stood up, and the governor and Bernice, and those who sat with them,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

Acts 2:11 (JND) [11] Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our own tongues the great things of God?

Colossians 1:13 (JND) [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

Hebrews 3:15 (JND) [15] in that it is said, To-day if ye will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the provocation;



EXTRACT – LIVING WATER

But I want now to say a little on what the power is.  You see, as I have already said, it is not only that Christ died and bore the judgment, but He is risen; and if He has died and risen, there is an end before God of the man who was under the judgment of God.  But you must have a link with Him as risen.  What is that link?  How are you connected with Christ?  By the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God is your bond with Christ risen; "if any one has not the Spirit of Christ, he is not of him", Rom.8:9.  I believe there are a great many who believe that Christ died, and are really converted, but who have not laid hold of Him as risen from the dead, and they have not got the answer to faith in Him risen.

The answer that the Lord gives to you if you see Him risen, is the living water; "whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life", John 4:14.  "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.  He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive", John 7:37-39.  Now what is the effect in a man who gets this living water?  It is this: he turns right round and takes a new course altogether.  I could furnish examples of it even in my own experience.  I have seen a man, in a moment, without taking an hour to think of it, turn right round and take a new course, making no question of difficulties, or of anything, but taking an entirely new course.  And why?  Because he had laid hold of Christ risen.  What enabled him to do it? He has got the power of God.  The Holy Spirit is the power that can put you beyond the influence of all your natural proclivities, whatever they may be; whether it be the club, or politics, or music, you will go diametrically contrary to your former tastes.  The taste which once commanded you, you will command, as this poor palsied man was enabled to carry the bed on which he lay.  That is what the gospel and the power of Christ can do for you.  It can put you entirely beyond your natural inclinations; no matter what they are, you now go the other way.  You have got to God, and you turn from the thing that would keep you from God. 

J.B. Stoney Vol.6 pp. 186,187

 


Scripture references

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.



ENOCH

Genesis 5:18-24;  Hebrews 11:5,6;  Jude 14-18

I have been struck, dear brethren, by the verse that we have sung in Hymn 138,  

‘A Holy Father’s constant care

         Keeps watch, with an unwearying eye, 

To see what fruits His children bear – 

         Fruits that may suit their calling high’. 

Dear brethren, we are on the eve of our being called on high.  Do you believe that?  You might say, I am waiting for the Lord Jesus to come.  Of course that is true.  You will receive your body of glory suited to the eternal day, one which will be in conformity to His body of glory.  Yes, you will be relieved of your anxieties and suffering in your circumstances.  But there is going to be a call; we are going to depart.  Are you ready to go?  I speak sympathetically because things that are seen do have a hold on us, but we are on the eve, dear brother and sister, of hearing that call.  I say again, Are you ready to go?  You will be changed, you will not be found because you will not be here.  You will be raptured; you will be in the presence of the Lord Jesus eternally.  As we sang, the Father is watching with an unwearying eye, and the words in that hymn of Mr Darby’s go on to say, ‘Fruits that may suit their calling high’.  That is what I want to speak about, fruits that are worthy of our calling on high.

My mind went to Enoch.  There are several things I would like to speak about which are prominent in his life: walking with God, being pleasing to God, his name meaning discipline and then his being translated, and the resultant fruits which suit our calling on high.  Enoch is an interesting man.  He is recorded as we have read in Hebrews 11 as being a man of faith, but he is not known for great exploits, things that he did.  He is not like Noah, who built an ark; he is not like Abraham who took those steps of faith from Mesopotamia, and took that life as directed of God.  He was not like David who established the kingdom of Israel; he was not like Solomon who built the temple.  But there are certain distinctive features about the life of Enoch that gave God great delight.  I would suggest that he was a man who just went on quietly in communion with his God whom he knew.  The testimony has been maintained and secured down through the years, sometimes by persons doing great things but often by persons going on quietly, step by step in communion with God.  

The world in which Enoch lived was very similar to our own; it was a wicked world, an evil world.  He was taken before the flood, he was not exactly contemporary with Noah, but the evil and the wickedness that was judged in the flood was reaching to a point, spoken of in Genesis 6, where God looked down, “And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of Man was great on the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart only evil continually”, Gen.6:5.  Enoch rises, I believe, to a figure of Christ, especially perhaps in relation to those hidden years of which we know little, from the time when He was twelve years old to the time of His anointing and His public service.  The Lord Jesus went on, He passed through this world in which we are, a world that is marked by evil continually.  

It was in such a world that Enoch walked and it is in such a world that you are walking.  Are you surprised that there is evil all around us?  All the communications and all the technology that we have today, dear brethren, is adding to the evil and is exposing what is deep in the heart of man.  I wonder at this scripture, God looking down and seeing “the thoughts of man’s heart only evil continually”.  How God must have felt that, His own heart so pure, so holy.  The earth was corrupt before God.  We are living in days of deep corruption, corruption in every sphere.  That which has been established by God, which is good and perfect, has become corrupted by the interference of man’s will and his activities; it has become corrupted in every sphere, and it is full of violence.  Do you wonder, in the day in which we are living, that the newspapers are full of violence, murders, and all these horrible things?  Enoch would have felt it; God felt it and we feel it.  This awful violence began with Cain.  There was Abel; God accepted his righteous offering, and Cain slew his brother in an act of violence and his blood was crying from the ground (Gen.4:10).  But, dear hearers, what greater act of violence was there than this, that they slew our Saviour?  That was an act of violence.  Those hands that took Him were not gentle hands, those hands that smote Him around the face, buffeted Him, rained down the hardest blows that they could upon Him.  They put the crown of thorns upon His head; it would have been forcibly put upon Him.  They removed His clothes and in mock humility gave Him that robe which was put upon Him.  The earth is full of violence.  It is through such a world that you are walking and I am walking, and through which the Lord Jesus has walked.  He felt it, and we are to feel it too.  Paul when writing to the Corinthians, says that “I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”.  He was worried and concerned that their thoughts had become corrupted even as to “simplicity as to the Christ”, 2.Cor.11:2,3.  If the devil cannot dislodge your faith, he will seek to corrupt your thoughts from simplicity as to the Christ.  Cling on to the Scriptures; cling on to what you have been taught, that you might be preserved in “simplicity as to the Christ”.

I want to speak about walking with God, “And Jared lived a hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch.  And Jared lived after he had begotten Enoch eight hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.  And all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died.  And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah.  And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters”.  He was sixty-five years old when he had Methushelah, and he walked with God.  I am not saying anything as to those sixty-five years, but there were three hundred years of walking with God.  Maybe there was a point arrived at in the life of Enoch, and maybe there is something in it for us in the birth of a little one.  Maybe you have to realise that you are not only responsible for your own actions and that of your wife, but you have another life which you are going to influence to some degree.  Enoch arrived at this point; he was going to walk with God for three hundred years.  The interesting thing about Enoch is that he only lived three hundred and sixty-five years, compared with his son who lived to nearly a thousand.  His life was compressed, but there was that in it which was infinitely pleasurable as he walked steadfastly with God.  I would like to invite you to walk in that way.  

But first of all, think of the walk of the Lord Jesus, because that is the key to it.  If you are going to walk with God, you must have a view of Christ, because there has never been a walk like His.  I think we have been taught that they were steps, they were not strides.  Such was the steadfast character of the walk of the Lord Jesus, step by step.  Sometimes those steps took Him a long way.  We referred in the reading to the woman of John 4.  There was that One, wearied with the way in which He came, sitting at the well just as He was.  His steps had taken Him a long way just to see one poor sinner.  Sometimes His steps took Him a very short way.  Matthew’s gospel speaks about that time of great pressure in the garden of Gethsemane, and says “going forward a little” Matt.26:39.  Then Luke says “He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw”, Luke 22:41.  Just a stone’s throw; it was not too far, just a few steps, but every one of those steps afforded the Father delight and infinite pleasure.  

Earlier the heavens were opened and the Father had expressed His delight, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.17:5.  Now I wonder if I can attract you into that way.  Let us just look at John’s gospel; what does John the baptist say?  “Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples.  And, looking at Jesus as he walked” – he had never seen a walk like that – “he says, Behold the Lamb of God.  And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus.  But Jesus, having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye?  And they said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou?  He says to them, Come and see”, John 1:35-39.  What pleasure must have filled the heart of the Lord Jesus to have these two men desiring to follow Him and to walk with Him.  Think of how God would have loved the walk of Enoch.  What He lost in Adam was recompensed in Christ; Enoch represents this.  God came down to the garden, you remember, and Adam and Eve were hiding amidst the trees of that garden, and they heard the voice of Jehovah walking, calling to them, “Where art thou?”, Gen.3:9.  What that must have felt to the heart of God that these persons, Adam and Eve, whom He had made so perfectly, should be hiding among those trees, yet the faithfulness of God was crying to them.  It was almost in that scripture as if that voice was personified, they “heard the voice of Jehovah Elohim, walking” (v.8).  So today, I trust I can encourage you to walk with God, keep company with God.  If you stray, if you turn to the left or the right, remember God’s word in Isaiah; there will be a word behind you, “This is the way, walk ye in it”, Isa.30:21.  God wants your company.  He loves your companionship.  As you can see from the scripture we read in Jude, how great things would have come into Enoch’s mind.  He was a prophet; he could look right on to the way in which God will come in in judgment.  Such was the communion between Enoch and God.

Now I want to speak about pleasing God.  I am tested because I have to say, and perhaps many would join with me in saying, that a good proportion of our lives has been spent pleasing ourselves.  There is a scripture in Romans that has laid hold of me, “But we ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification”, Rom.15:1.  Let the next verse sink in, “For the Christ also did not please himself”.  Dear brethren, I stand in awe of that section.  Christ did not please Himself; the One who had the right to please Himself did not please Himself.  How pleasurable that would have been to the eye of heaven.  We might try to please God in our own strength, and many persons do, and maybe we all have tried to.  It brings in failure, because the one lesson that we have to learn is that, if we try to do it in the power of the flesh, we will fail.  We can see from Romans 8 that the flesh cannot please God.  There is no need to put on some appearance.  The fact remains that the flesh cannot please God (Rom.8:8).  It is only in the power of the Spirit that the features of Christ that were seen here are formed in the believer, and they are the features that will please God.  Give the Spirit room in your life.  Allow Him in.  Whatever room you give Him, He will take every bit, and more; and as you allow Him to work, you will become pleasing to God.  In Thessalonians; Paul was writing to young believers, “For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more.  For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus”, 1 Thess.4:1,2.  Paul had already spoken about that; in chapter 2, verse 12, he says, “that ye should walk worthy of God, who calls you to his own kingdom and glory”, but in chapter 4 he desires that we might “walk and please God”.  Here we have the two thoughts together, walking and pleasing God.  Young believers, what I am saying is not just for those who are a little older.  As you go to school, go to college, go to work, be exercised “to walk and please God”.

The next thing I want to speak about is discipline.  You will see from Genesis 5 verse 18 that there is a note against Enoch’s name; his name means ‘disciplined, or devoted’.  I cannot tell you, because it is not recorded, what discipline he had.  Looking around a room like this, there are many dear brethren going through discipline.  It is not discipline just for discipline’s sake, it is that there might be fruit for God.  You might wonder why you need discipline.  It is a very personal thing.  I appreciate that the government of God goes on.  The government of God perhaps relates to the nations, particularly Israel; maybe it relates even to the Christian church and the public profession.  There is that which goes on governmentally, and you can see that in Scripture there are persons with whom, on account of their actions, God had to come in governmentally and it went down the generations.  Discipline however comes home to each one of us individually.

I want to refer to one or two persons who have been disciplined.  The first is Jacob.  Now there is a bit of Jacob in every one of us, is there not?  You remember that Jacob was a self-willed man.  You get the impression from Scripture that not a lot stopped him.  He did what he wanted to do and he went from one crisis to another, going forward in his own strength.  He had to leave Laban, who was a man who deceived, and Jacob was a deceiver himself, and eventually he got to a point, having deceived Esau his brother, when he was going to come face to face with Esau himself.  Sometimes God brings us in a way by which we come face to face with certain things.  What is going to happen?  Let us turn to Genesis 32, verse 22, “And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two maidservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford of the Jabbok; and he took them and led them over the river, and led over what he had.  And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn”.  At that point he did not realise it, but he was wrestling with God.  Have you ever wrestled with God, dear friend?  At the end of it you can see that your life has been preserved.  It seems that they wrestled all night, “And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he” – that is God – “touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him”.  God knows just how to touch us, does He not?  He brings in just what is needed.  Jacob was a changed man.  No longer was he going forward in his full strength, he was a weakened, limping man.  What does it say?  “Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob’s thigh – the sinew” (v.32).  But Esau still had to be met.  How was Jacob going to meet him?  In his own strength?  No, he was a weakened man; and in every step from this point that Jacob would have taken, he limped.  He would say ‘I have been touched by God’.  How wise God is.  He knows how to bring certain things in.  Our own wills, and our reliance on ourselves, is touched so that we might be drawn closer to God, and draw on divine power.  Jacob at the end of his days said, “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day”, Gen.48:15.  As an old man he rose and worshipped on the bedhead.  Then he gathered his sons and his grandsons before him and he blessed them.  What fruit there was as a result of God having had to do with him.

I want to refer to another man, that is Joseph.  As far as I see in Scripture, there was nothing that would have drawn out the discipline of God on him; yet he knew discipline, and he knew discipline because he was faithful and God wanted to work something out with him.  Let us turn to Psalm 105, “And he called for a famine upon the land; he broke the whole staff of bread.  He sent a man before them; Joseph was sold for a bondman.  They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons”, Ps.105:16-18.  How Joseph would have felt it deeply in his soul, his feet in fetters as he was in that tower-house.  Pharaoh’s wife had unjustly misrepresented him after requesting of Joseph that he should enter into something that was not right.  In faithfulness Joseph had to suffer for it, and how he felt it.  I think Joseph is one who suffered silently; he knew his God.  “Until the time when what he said came about: the word of Jehovah tried him.  The king sent and loosed him – the ruler of peoples – and let him go free.  He made him lord of his house, and ruler over all his possessions: To bind his princes at his pleasure, and teach his elders wisdom”, Ps.105:19-22.  You can count upon God to come in.  You may feel that you are passing through suffering, going through things, and some may say, You do not deserve this.  But you can leave things in God’s time, and in His own time those fetters will be released.  There are many other persons I could speak of.  Then there was Job; how he suffered, he suffered the loss of his possessions.  He knew what it was for his sons and his daughters and his possessions and everything to go.  At the end of the book, he had heard of God and he says, “but now mine eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5); there was growth there, there was soul fruit that was going to be for the divine pleasure.

I just want to refer to 1 Corinthians 11.  I hesitate to speak of this, but it is in scripture; that is, discipline which we might bring upon ourselves.  “But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup”, 1 Cor.11:28.  Tomorrow morning we will come together for the Supper if we are left here.  What a privilege, what an honour!  May I say, what a responsibility too, “For the eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing the body.  On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep.  But if we judged ourselves, so were we not judged.  But being judged, we are disciplined of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world” (vv.29-32).  That is a sobering word, but there is one thing I want to add.  Whatever the saints are passing through, suffering, discipline, let us ever remember that God is towards us and that divine love is ever there.  Let us read from Hebrews 12, “ye have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.  Ye endure for chastening, God conducts himself towards you as towards sons; for who is the son that the father chastens not?” (vv.5-7).  You might say, Why are we going through this?  Be assured, dear brethren, that the heart of the God of love is ever towards you.  I received a letter not so long ago from a brother which affected me deeply, in which he spoke about a clock.  You young people, when you are learning the time, you know there is the little hand and there is the big hand.  The little hand goes round and every stroke is like the hand of God’s discipline: it must go on.  But then there is the big hand, and that goes round sixty fold, and that is the mercy and grace of God; there is sixty fold mercy and grace to that of discipline.  And the hands are pivoted in the very centre.  What is that?  The pivot In the middle of the clock is the love of God in Christ, and those two hands can never be separated.

So what is going to be translated?  The writer to the Hebrews tells us, “For they indeed chastened for a few days” – that is our natural fathers – “as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness.  But no chastening at the time seems to be matter of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it”, Heb.12:10,11.  “The partaking of his holiness”; just think of that.  God is working something out with you and the fruitfulness is with a view to partaking of His holiness.  What a thought!  There is something working out in you that will be for His pleasure.  What is going to be translated?  Discipline will not be translated; discipline relates to us while we are here.  What will be translated is the fruit of discipline.  We are all waiting for the Lord to come, are we not?  Are we ready to go?  Enoch was a remarkable man.  It says in Hebrews 11, “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found” (v.5).  In the scripture I read in Genesis, each one up to the sixth person all died, one after the other, but Enoch lived.  He was translated and he could not be found.  Persons might have been looking for Enoch but he was not there.  When the Lord comes to take us to be with Himself, we will not be found.  The Lord has His rights to do it.  I speak very sympathetically; when the Lord takes His own, they are here today and they may be with Him tomorrow.  That is how it will be when the Lord comes to take us, and the Lord has His rights to do that.  Enoch was not found, he “was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God”.  Do you know deep in your heart that you have been walking with God; in some measure, and in the Spirit’s power you sought to please Him?  How wonderful it is then for the Lord to translate that which pleases Him to be with Him.

Now we will read from Colossians 1.  We are all anticipating that wonderful cry, are we not?  May the hope of it become brighter to each one of us, but what do you know about translation now?  “For this reason we also, from the day we heard of your faith and love, do not cease praying and asking for you”; then Paul adds, “so as to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing” (vv.9,10).  We get those two thoughts, ‘walking worthily’ and ‘well-pleasing’, and what do we get?  “Bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God; strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love” (vv.10-13).  What a contrast; from “the authority of darkness”, we have been translated “into the kingdom of the Son of his love”.  We are brought into that very sphere where God loves His Son.  There is something there that I would love to embrace more fully, that we are brought into the affections and the warmth of the Father’s heart, into a kingdom that is marked by love.  What a contrast!  I suggest, dear friends, that Enoch was very much in line with what Paul wrote to the Colossians.  Enoch knew what it was to walk pleasing to God and to be translated.

I trust that we might be encouraged and exercised to be here in the walk of Enoch; a dear man, and a man who will doubtless have a great place in the coming day.  He was a faithful man, and his walk was marked by faith, faith not only as to his practical needs, but also as he drew near to God.  We need that and maybe if the days become harder, we will need it increasingly.  It could be that those of us who are younger will have to be recalled to the faith of our grandparents and great grandparents.  We have had it very easy, especially those of us who are younger.  We may yet have to walk more in faith regarding our practical needs, but think of faith too as approaching God.  We need faith as we enter God’s presence.  We need faith as to translation.  We need faith to believe that we will be changed and be with the Lord for ever.

May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Maidstone, 

12 December 2015.

C C D Remmington

 


Scripture references

Genesis 5:18-24 (JND) [18] And Jared lived a hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. [19] And Jared lived after he had begotten Enoch eight hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [20] And all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died. [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Hebrews 11:5-6 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God. [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Jude 1:14-18 (JND) [14] And Enoch, [the] seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Behold, [the] Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, [15] to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard [things] which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. [16] These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their lusts; and their mouth speaks swelling words, admiring persons for the sake of profit. [17] But *ye*, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, [18] that they said to you, that at [the] end of the time there should be mockers, walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Genesis 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when mankind began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took themselves wives of all that they chose. [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. …

Genesis 6:5 (JND) [5] And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of Man was great on the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart only evil continually.

Genesis 4:10 (JND) [10] And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood is crying to me from the ground.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Luke 22:41 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed,

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

John 1:35-39 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

Genesis 3:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah Elohim called to Man, and said to him, Where art thou?

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Romans 15:1 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:8 (JND) [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

Genesis 5:18 (JND) [18] And Jared lived a hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch.

Genesis 32:22 (JND) [22] And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two maidservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford of the Jabbok;

Genesis 48:15 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day,

Psalms 105 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah, call upon his name; make known his acts among the peoples. [2] Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him; meditate upon all his wondrous works. [3] Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek Jehovah. …

Psalms 105:16-18 (JND) [16] And he called for a famine upon the land; he broke the whole staff of bread. [17] He sent a man before them: Joseph was sold for a bondman. [18] They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons;

Psalms 105:19-22 (JND) [19] Until the time when what he said came about: the word of Jehovah tried him. [20] The king sent and loosed him the ruler of peoples and let him go free. [21] He made him lord of his house, and ruler over all his possessions: [22] To bind his princes at his pleasure, and teach his elders wisdom.

Job 42:5 (JND) [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee:

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12:10-11 (JND) [10] For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness. [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …



EXTRACT – WALKING WITH GOD

There must be the "arms of righteousness on the right hand and left", 2 Cor.6:7.  The loins must be girt with truth first, and then a man will walk as in the presence of God.  There will be a savour of Christ's ways in his character.  What a difference there is between a man walking before God, and one walking before men!  What a trouble there is to keep things straight for a man walking before men!  While one who is walking before God, though in the presence of men, can leave things quietly to God.  The real difference between a mere professor of Christ and a Christian is just this.

Having "shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace" (Eph.6:15) means, not only having peace with God, but walking in the spirit of peace.  There is sure to be peace in the spirit of a man who is girt about with truth, and walking in the power of divine righteousness.  A man who has been walking with God many years will be more gentle with others than one who has just begun to know Him; he will neither crave things, nor be irritated at evil in another, for his own soul has tasted what the peace of God is, walking with God in the power of it.  Even suppose a man has all this on, there is the need of dependence.  Independence is sin, and there is need therefore of always being in conflict, and having the undeviating confidence that God is for me.

J.N. Darby Collected Writings Vol.21 p.335
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6:7 (JND) [7] in [the] word of truth, in [the] power of God; through the arms of righteousness on the right hand and left,

Ephesians 6:15 (JND) [15] and shod your feet with [the] preparation of the glad tidings of peace:
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Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are
usually taken from the Darby Translation





