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DIVINE SPEAKING


Luke 10:38-42;  24:24-35;  Jeremiah 6:16;

Revelation 3:7-13

These scriptures, I am sure you will have observed, are about divine speaking.  God is speaking now, in the person of His Son.  He spoke before through prophets, spoke through others, but He “at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son”, Heb.1:2.  We sang just now of the Lord’s voice:-

‘Blest Lord, Thou spakest! ‘twasThy voice

   That led our hearts to Thee’          (Hymn 47).

You may say, ‘I heard the Lord’s voice during a preaching’, or ‘I received a tract in the street’, or maybe ‘a colleague spoke to me of the Lord Jesus’, but really it was His voice, His speaking.  I trust that everyone in this hall today has heard the Lord’s voice, and that it has attracted you to Himself, that you have received Him into your heart, received Him as your personal Saviour.  He is speaking to you, but that is not His only objective.  It is but the beginning, because He loves you, and He is continuing to speak to you, and to speak to each one of us.  

I read these passages about the Lord Jesus speaking, first in relation to two individuals, two sisters.  Then we see Him speaking to two who were in a house, two persons who had received Him into their house; and then we read of God speaking to His people.  The Lord is speaking in various ways.  He might seek to speak that He might recover me, recover us to Himself.  He might seek to speak to encourage you, as having hearkened to His voice already.  He would seek to maintain you according to His mind.  In the last passage we read, He is speaking to a local assembly.  Think of the various ways the Lord is speaking at this present time.

I read about these two dear women here.  One “received him into her house”.  That was much credit to her, because there were those who would not receive the Lord Jesus.  His face was set “to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), and on account of this He was not received by the Samaritans.  But this dear woman received Him into her house.  Her sister was there; it says that she “sat down at the feet of Jesus” and He was speaking to her and she was “listening to his word”.  What a wonderful discourse this was.  We are not told the detail of it, but I am sure it would have included His speaking of the kingdom of God, His own pathway, the way that His feet were taking in commitment and the way that it was going to lead.  It was going to lead into death, it was going to lead into suffering so intense that we cannot fathom or fully comprehend what His sufferings meant to Him.  But, as Luke earlier describes, they were the “days of his receiving up”, Luke 9:51.  He is now in glory, but first He was going to the cross.  It meant that pathway of deepest woe for Him, in His love, not only as a Saviour for you and me, but in His love for His Father, so that the Father might secure what was ever in His heart for each of us, and secure His assembly.  Think of what was in that for the Father, in what Jesus says, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”.  

Mary was listening to the Lord’s words.  It is a great thing, and a very blessed thing, to sit at the feet of Jesus, to be totally in subjection to Him and just listen to Him, and be absorbed with what He is saying.  This had great results: we see in John chapter 12 how it bore fruit.  The Lord Jesus said here, “Mary has chosen the good part”.  Think of what Mary provided in the odour of the ointment that she poured forth, anointing the feet of Jesus (John 12:3).  Here she was at His feet listening to His word and later she anointed His feet.  As at His feet, she honoured Him, and she had part in the way that the house was filled with the odour of that ointment.  The Lord is seeking to speak to you so that there should be a glorious response, a full response, for the heart of the Father.  That is the way the Lord would speak to you, speak to you affectionately and engage you with Himself.  But then coming back to Martha, she was receiving the Lord Jesus, but she was yet to seek Him for who He was, she was yet to choose the good part.  No doubt she did later, because we see in John chapter 12 that she was seen serving Him there in total lowliness and subjection, because He had the first place in all of their hearts there; He had gained them for Himself.  We read in Luke chapter 11 verse 9 locally just a few days ago.  The Lord says there, “Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you”.  The Lord is seeking, the Lord is looking.  He is seeking that you might ask, and as asking, it shall be given to you; “seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you”.  That implies that I really desire something from Himself, and that I move in relation to what I am looking for, and He will surely answer. 

In chapter 24, we see the Lord recovering two persons.  The Lord is faithful in what He says.  He is speaking to these two people and He is listening to them.  He does not say much to start with.  Our brother was speaking of the lowliness of Jesus.  Think of the lowly place He took here in His attractiveness, prepared to listen to two people who are pouring out their complaint before Him.  They were confused, they were going in the wrong direction, they were going away.  How ready the Lord Jesus was there, ready in His priestly grace to meet their condition, and He speaks.  What He says might sound very severe, and it was very severe, remarkably severe.  What would you feel if the Lord said to you, “O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”.  Senseless!  Slow of heart!  Well, we have to come to it; it has been true anyway.  He says it, it is true.  Come to it, own it before Himself.  I think that at this point, their hearts were beginning to burn; the Lord was reaching into their hearts, and then He speaks of the glorious way that all the Scriptures speak of Himself.  Oh, what a wonderful occasion this was.  On this journey, although they were still going in the wrong direction, in His grace He opened the Scriptures; “he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”.  We read Leviticus 16 on Wednesday about the day of atonement, and in that chapter, you see in the type of Aaron that Jesus alone, He alone, has effected God’s glorious work when I could do nothing.  No other man was allowed inside the veil when that work was going on, that wondrous, once and for all work of the Lord Jesus as atoning for my sins before God.  You see there that the cloud of incense was upon the mercy-seat, and you see the way that God has provided in Jesus the way of recovery to Himself through the gospel: the blood is upon the gold (v.14).  

Think of how the Scriptures, page to page, cover to cover, speak of the Lord Jesus.  He will interpret to you in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.  How does He do that now?  It is by the Holy Spirit.  What a gift we have in the Holy Spirit, to interpret the Scriptures.  They speak continuously of Christ.  And so, these two return to Jerusalem.  What caused them to be turned round, what caused them to go back?  It was as He took this bread and broke it, and “gave it to them”.  Although this is not the Supper, for the cup is not mentioned here, it does speak of Him taking the bread and breaking it, and we are reminded, are we not, of what He says in Luke 22:19 that “This is my body which is given for you”.  Does that touch your heart, that He has given Himself for you, for me?  How much He has done for the glory of God.  Then think of the way in which He does this in His tender grace, of all that was conveyed in the way He handed this loaf to them, as a housefather1; His giving.  How the Lord would reach into your heart.  Their hearts were burning and now the eyes of their hearts were opened to see Him, who He is.  The Lord would, in tender patience and priestly skill, reach into your heart and recover you.  Where to?  To where He is owned as the Centre.  And so, where did they go?  They took a long time to go away, but I do not think it took them long to get back.  They came back to their brethren, to where there were the eleven “gathered together”.  Who gathered them?  The Lord Jesus.  The Lord Jesus gathered them, and these two persons, as having had to do with Him, were part of that gathering process.  Why?  Because the eleven say, “The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon”.  The two who returned related “what had happened on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread”; they gave their own account of their recovery.  Oh, what joy this must have produced in that gathered company, in that gathering.  It is a fine word, ‘gathering’, the gathering of the saints together in relation to the Lord.  He is gathering.  If I am not gathering with Him, I am scattering – that is a solemn word (Luke 11:23).  We need to be gathering with Him, but first we have to come to Him to see things as He sees them.  He is our High Priest; He opens to us all that is on His heart, all that is appropriate to the approach to God.  How the Lord Jesus would help us in this gathering process.

I read from Jeremiah, as a result of a brother’s drawing attention to this scripture in his household reading.  I have been thinking about it, that God was speaking here to His people who had gone astray.  What does He say?  “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the ancient paths”.  Ask.  We may say, where have we gone wrong?  Why are we in such a state as we are?  Is it that we have left the ancient paths, that they are not the same as they should be to us?  What are the ancient paths?  If you look back in the history of the testimony, if I look back to what helped my parents to make a definite commitment to the Lord Jesus, and to the fellowship into which they were called, it meant that they took a very definite path.  It was a path of separation, a path of separation to the Lord Jesus.  They are ancient paths, but God says, “which is the good way”.  Why is it the good way?  If you do not understand, ask.  Ask older brethren.  Ask those who know what these ancient paths are in vitality and commitment, and you will get an answer: “Ask, and it shall be given to you”, Matt.7:7.  Do not be afraid to ask.  Ask as to the conviction of others who have trodden this path, a path that is vitally important.  Why is it important?  In Matthew’s gospel, the Lord comes into the midst (Matt.18:20), and what is the basis for that?  It is gathering to His name.  If I am gathering to His name, what does that mean in vitality and reality?  It means that I must depart from iniquity.  I must separate from that which is hateful to Himself.  That is the injunction for the assembly in our day, the charter for the true believer, that we are to “withdraw from iniquity”, 2 Tim.2:19.  That is the good way.  But there is a promise; God says, “ye shall find rest for your souls”.  It is like the promise to David when he enquired of Jehovah (1 Sam.30:8).  He asked for the ephod, and there was a definite answer; “thou shalt ... certainly recover”.  Think of what it is; “ye shall find rest for your souls”, and “Seek, and ye shall find”, Matt.7:7.  There is a way of blessing, a way of recovery, a way of being brought over to God’s way.  But there were those who said, “We will not walk therein”.  This is no longer asking, this is an expression of self-will, and that is a warning to us.  Are we going to refuse what God is saying?  Are we going to refuse this way of recovery and revival?  The Lord loves to speak, and He will speak tenderly to you.  Do not refuse what He says.

I read from Revelation because we see the Lord’s speaking to this company, a company that He loved.  There was a moral basis for why He loved this company distinctively, and He gives the reason for it.  This is what He says: “I know thy works”.  The Lord knows.  The Lord knows what is in our own local places; He does know, He gives His appraisal.  He has the right to give His own appraisal of what He finds, and He will tell you what He finds if you open your ears to Him to listen to what He has to say.  What He says is, “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door”.  It is a wonderful thing.  I think characteristically they were knocking, and the door was being opened.  The Lord was doing it, and if the Lord opens the door, no one shall shut it.  No one can shut it.  That is a wonderful thing; what a privilege.  And He says “because” – this was the reason – “because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  Yes, they had a little power – power, as our brother was exhorting us, to move in response to what the Lord was saying.  Power is needed to deal with evil.  The Lord cannot vouchsafe His presence if evil is not met, but the little power was in Philadelphia and the Lord honoured it.  That is His appraisal, that they have a little power and have kept His word.  Kept it; not only listened but kept His word, and “not denied my name”.  

What is the outcome?  It is what He says about them.  This company was delightful to Him; they “shall know that I have loved thee”.  The emphasis is on “I” in what the Lord is saying.  “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world”.  Think of the way that the Lord would maintain us, protect us from danger, as we listen to what He has to say, listen to His appeal, and consequently receive confirmation and encouragement.  The Lord would speak that we may be encouraged as we take the way that is pleasing to heaven, as we take the way of recovery, as we find our place in the way that is pleasing to God.  We see that the Lord would encourage us, confirm us in what is pleasing to Himself.  His affection for His own comes out here, and He says, “I come quickly”.  The Lord is coming soon.  He may come today.  “I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast”.  Why does He say that?  Because the enemy is against the truth, the enemy is against vitality of love for Christ.  He is against the throne of Jah, his hand “is on the throne of Jah”, Exod.17:16.  

The Lord’s exhortation to the dear saints in this place was, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”.  There is still need for overcoming.  There is need for overcoming in every place.  But what a privilege, as result of overcoming, that He personally would write upon you, write upon you what is so precious to Him, and He writes the name of His God.  Think of the name of the God of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He writes that name upon the one who overcomes.  The appreciation of the greatness of all that is revealed of God becomes part of your being.  The door is open.  Go in, dear brother, dear sister, go in through the door that the Lord Jesus would open to you as you desire to be here for Him, and He will write upon you, not only the name of His God, but “the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem”.  All the counsels of God, the purpose of God, are in view of Christ being glorified and the assembly being formed in the power of the Holy Spirit.  How she will shine in the day to come, “having the glory of God” (Rev.21:10), coming out of heaven.  Think of what it will be, and the joy of it, the vitality of it.  The Lord would write upon you, personally, as a “pillar”, a pillar in your local gathering, “my new name”.  

Well, God has given Jesus a name that is “above every name”, Phil 2:9.  Every knee shall bow.  What a day it will be publicly when every knee shall bow, but that name is written on the heart of the one who overcomes.  May we prove what it is to listen, to hear what He would say to us personally, hear what He would say to our households, hear what He would say to the saints at large in view of recovery and what He would say to us in our own localities.  As seeking to take up our responsibilities, as difficult as this may seem to be, we shall find He gives the needed grace and strength to fulfil them.

May the Lord help us for His name’s sake.

Aberdeen, Scotland

19 August 2017

J.B. Ikin

 


Scripture references

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Luke 24:24-35 (JND) [24] And some of those with us went to the sepulchre, and found it so, as the women also had said, but him they saw not. [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. [28] And they drew near to the village where they were going, and *he* made as though he would go farther. [29] And they constrained him, saying, Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is declining. And he entered in to stay with them. [30] And it came to pass as he was at table with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them. [31] And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him. And he disappeared from them. [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us? [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread.

Jeremiah 6:16 (JND) [16] Thus saith Jehovah: Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the ancient paths, which is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk [therein].

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:3 (JND) [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Luke 11:9 (JND) [9] And *I* say to you, Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Luke 11:23 (JND) [23] He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathers not with me scatters.

Matthew 7:7 (JND) [7] Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and ye shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

1 Samuel 30:8 (JND) [8] And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And he said to him, Pursue; for thou shalt assuredly overtake [them] and shalt certainly recover.

Matthew 7:7 (JND) [7] Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and ye shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Exodus 17:16 (JND) [16] And he said, For the hand is on the throne of Jah; Jehovah will have war with Amalek from generation to generation!

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,



THE EVENNESS OF THE LIFE OF JESUS


Luke 3:21,22;  John 1:32-34;  Leviticus 2:1-3

I seek help to speak about the perfect evenness that marked the life of the Lord Jesus.  It was a source of delight to the Father and called out this remarkable voice from heaven.  What delight must have filled the Father’s heart when declaring from heaven these wonderful words, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”.  There is a tendency with ourselves sometimes to be extreme.  When things become difficult, I might have extreme thoughts or say or do something that might be a little extreme, but the whole life of the Lord Jesus was filled out from His birth right through to the cross and the grave with such perfect evenness which was delightful to heaven.  All that came out in expression in the Lord Jesus here below is now enshrined in glory above.  The Holy Spirit guided the writers of Scripture to put down the words which we have, and I find it of interest that each of the gospel writers should make reference to the Spirit descending as a dove.  The Spirit of God called upon all four writers to express this remarkable thought.  The four gospels are full of variety, but in each we have this consistent reference to the Spirit descending as a dove.  It bears witness to the delight of the Holy Spirit with all that was found in Christ here.  That is a wonderful contemplation for our hearts and should give us the desire to be formed like Him.  

We have been speaking in the reading of the importance of prayer, and I particularly selected this reference given by Luke to the Lord “having been baptised and praying”.  How wonderful to think of the heavens opened on a praying Man here.  Christ has opened up the way into heaven for us, “the new and living way” (Heb.10:20), that we might draw near in prayer to God.  When He was here, the heavens were opened as He was praying, then this wonderful voice of appreciation was heard and the Spirit was seen descending as a dove.  Luke adds these precious words, “in a bodily form as a dove”.  It was not in any sense a dream, it was a distinctive view that John the baptist had, a marvellous occasion when the Spirit of God descended in this way.  We give honour to the Holy Spirit as a divine Person and recognise that He has not come into a condition of flesh and blood as Christ came into, but there was this substantial evidence that He descended upon the Lord Jesus here in all the complacency suggested by the dove.  Every feature that found expression in that blessed Man was delightful to God.  No one feature was found to be extreme, all was there in perfect evenness.  I long to be more like that.  By nature, we tend at times to become unbalanced.  I have not used the word balanced in relation to the Lord Jesus.  I would use the word balanced in relation to ourselves, as I think it is very much needed, but in the case of the Lord Jesus I prefer to use the word evenness.  I think of balance being secured through what may act in different ways or directions being brought to a perfect settlement, but everything in the Lord Jesus flowed out from the perfection of what He was inwardly.  

We have been reminded in the reading that circumstances arise in our own lives to help to adjust us.  The Lord Jesus never needed adjustment.  The descent of the Holy Spirit served to bring out that perfection was here in a Man.  The words of the Father reflect on the secret life of the Lord Jesus.  We may not know a great deal about these early years, but we know that He grew up in favour with God and men.  We know that He advanced in stature, we know that He was subject to His parents, we know that He was marked by wisdom.  What glories the Scriptures help us to trace, and in any case, we have the perfect witness of the Spirit descending as a dove upon Him.  At this point it was in view of the Lord taking up public service.  John the baptist protected the thought that the Spirit abode upon Jesus; he said, “I beheld the Spirit descending from heaven, and it abode upon him”.  That conveys that the perfect evenness continued throughout the whole of the public life of the Lord Jesus.  In His service and activities before men, all was found in perfect blessedness.  What patience and wisdom He showed in serving the woman in John 4, what compassion to the widow of Nain, what power in healing towards the man possessed by demons.  What faithfulness He showed in dealing with the opposition of the Pharisees and the scribes, what love for Peter before he failed and after he failed; what untiring devoted service.  Everything that we consider in relation to the Lord Jesus portrays perfect evenness.  It may be that at times, what characterised others was in one way right.  Paul, for example, was marked by outstanding zeal.  Peter was marked by special power in announcing the glad tidings.  Various ones may shine out in a special way, but there was a wonderful blend of holy perfection seen in the Lord Jesus.  I feel we need to contemplate Him more.  Oh, that we might be marked by more of that evenness in the midst of troublesome circumstances!  No wonder the Lord Jesus said to Peter, “Follow thou me”, John 21:22.  

The apostle Paul was burdened when writing to the Corinthians; some were claiming “I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ”, 1 Cor.1:12.  Paul clearly saw that there was something wrong in that.  He said, “Is the Christ divided?” (v.13).  There could not be scope for extreme or party views to be taken up; Christ must be everything and in all.  We can understand how John wrote so beautifully in his gospel concerning the Lord Jesus.  We get the writings of a man who saw the glory of One upon whom the Spirit continued to abide.  All that marked the Lord Jesus in perfection as Man underlay His acceptability as an offering when it came to His death.  Without spot, without blemish and without irregularity anywhere, there was perfect evenness throughout, perfect acceptability to God.  What an offering before God to secure all that God looked for in man and to make way for the acceptance of the saints before God as in Christ.

When we come to Leviticus, we have reference to the oblation, which is sometimes spoken of as the meat-offering.  It was not an offering that involved the shedding of blood and therefore it bears special reference to the life of the Lord Jesus, as leading up to His acceptability in death.  That is why the oblation accompanied the other offerings – the burnt-offering, the sin-offering, the peace-offering for example.  All the fragrance of the burnt-offering going up to God was accompanied by the oblation, and yet it involved the fire.  When the Spirit came down at Pentecost, “there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them”, Acts 2:3.  That was not the complacency of the dove.  It does not say that anything was consumed by the fire, but the Spirit came in that way to meet what might potentially arise, graciously taking up His place in power and service among saints here.  The fire in relation to the oblation was to cause the fragrance to rise to God.  The offering had both oil and frankincense upon it, showing how acceptable and attractive all was to God.  Further down, the mingling with oil (v.5) no doubt has a reference to the entire life of the Lord Jesus, while the anointing with oil might have more particular reference to His baptism and taking up public service, but all was so acceptable and delightful to God.  

Now it might seem that this is all a very objective presentation of things, but verse 3 brings out that this had to become food for the priests, holy food.  It is indeed a holy subject.  Firstly, the oblation was offered to God, but it is good for us to be reminded that it became food for the priests.  Do we sufficiently feed upon God’s delight in Christ?  Do we sufficiently ponder over the perfect evenness that marked the Lord Jesus, suggested in the reference to the fine flour?  I had the exercise that, as we ponder this, it would help us to become more like Him.  Would we not like to be more like Christ as under God’s eye?  From one point of view, we are altogether like Christ because God “has taken us into favour in the Beloved”, Eph.1:6.  I am before God in all the acceptability of the Lord Jesus Himself, but in a practical, formative way, the Spirit of God is still operating here in order to form in the saints what is like Christ.  The final answer will be in the bride being altogether suited to the Bridegroom.  It is understandable that there must be a perfect answer to satisfy the heart of that blessed Man.  

The fragrance of the oblation went up as a sweet odour to God.  We are surrounded in this present evil world with so much that is offensive to God.  There is an increasing need for us to seek the help of the Spirit every day to be occupied with Christ.  Paul was so occupied with the Lord Jesus that Christ was his life.  I feel the word is somewhat brief, but I trust sufficient to exercise our hearts to seek to become more like Him.  It is clear that the perfect evenness of the Lord Jesus was delightful to God in its fragrance.  It is clear that it was perfectly acceptable to the Spirit in that He descended as a dove upon Jesus while He was here as Man.  I think it would create the desire with us to become more like Him in these features of perfection.  May the Lord bless the word and cause profit in our own souls from it. 

Address at Endbach
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Scripture references

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

John 1:32-34 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God.

Leviticus 2:1-3 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Hebrews 10:20 (JND) [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

1 Corinthians 1:12 (JND) [12] But I speak of this, that each of you says, *I* am of Paul, and *I* of Apollos, and *I* of Cephas, and *I* of Christ.

Acts 2:3 (JND) [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them.

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:



THE KINDNESS OF GOD


Titus 3:4-6:  Proverbs 31:26;  

Jeremiah 2:2 (from “Thus saith Jehovah”);  Acts 28:2

If there is one feature that our sister will be remembered for particularly, it is her kindness.  It was a feature that she excelled in; she was always ready to show kindness to whoever she met.  But I thought in this portion in Titus, we see how it all began.  It began in the person of Jesus.  It says, “But when the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared, not on the principle of works …”. What that verse means is that it is not anything that we could ever do; it appeared in the person of Jesus.  What had been seen in our sister had appeared in fulness in the person of Jesus, it came into this world in the person of Jesus.  It had never been in this world before in that way; the kindness of God had never been seen in that way.  It had been seen in certain aspects in persons who were types of the Lord Jesus, but it says, “the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared, not on the principle of works …”.  There is a very interesting note of Mr Darby’s in John’s gospel chapter 1, which I will just read.  Note ‘e’ says, ‘So ‘grace and truth came into being.’  I am not satisfied with ‘subsists’, but then Mr Darby says, ‘They began to exist de facto down here ....’grace and truth’ go together in the person of Christ. … But its so taking place supposes its continuance’.  Beloved, it came into being and it has continued, and it was seen in some measure in our sister.  But this verse goes on to speak about divine mercy; it says, “not on the principle of works which have been done in righteousness which we had done, but according to his own mercy …”.  Every one of us in this room today is subjects of divine mercy.  None of us would be here but for divine mercy, and that divine mercy, beloved brethren and friends, was something that our sister cherished.  She knew it, she enjoyed it in the circle with others.  She enjoyed her own links with the Saviour and the kindness that came into perfect expression in the person of the Lord Jesus shone out in measure in our sister.

This portion at the end of Proverbs speaks of the woman of worth, and there are many features about her that are spoken of, many features which could be taken note of.  It says here, “She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and upon her tongue is the law of kindness”.  What a beautiful feature.  It speaks of many other features in this chapter, but this is something that shone out, and shines out in what is formed of the Lord Jesus.  That is why I spoke firstly of what came into perfect expression in Christ.  Then in Jeremiah, the thought of kindness comes in again.  God remembers kindness.  God never forgets; we have a God of whom it says here, “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth”.  That might be the day when you were at your brightest, maybe the day when you said, ‘I will open my heart to the Lord Jesus’.  If you have never come to know Him, come to know Him now, because He is One who is kind and full of compassion.  These features originate in Christ, but God remembers things for us, maybe the day that you said, ‘I accept Jesus in my heart.  I want to commit myself to Him and bear testimony in my life to the Lord Jesus; I want to live that kind of life’.  Maybe you have fallen away from it, beloved, but God remembers it.  Other persons may forget or may never know it, but God knows it, and He is faithful, He cannot deny Himself.  It is a divine impossibility; “he abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself”, 2 Tim.2:13.  Beloved, He is faithful to you today.

Finally, in this portion of Acts, there had been a shipwreck, and yet all got safe to shore, and the people of the place made a fire.  The writer, Luke, obviously did not forget that all from the ship were shown “no common kindness”.  Those of us in this locality who have known our sister will never forget how she showed “no common kindness” – it was exceptional kindness.  She used what she had in kindness to the brethren.  May this feature be seen in every one of us in this room; may it mark us all, for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Word at a burial meeting, Kirkcaldy
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W.K. Clark

 


Scripture references

Titus 3:4-6 (JND) [4] But when the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared, [5] not on the principle of works which [have been done] in righteousness which *we* had done, but according to his own mercy he saved us through [the] washing of regeneration and renewal of [the] Holy Spirit, [6] which he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

Proverbs 31:26 (JND) [26] She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and upon her tongue is the law of kindness.

Jeremiah 2:2 (JND) [2] Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown.

Acts 28:2 (JND) [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold.

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.



THE ETERNAL ARMS


Psalm 90:1,2:  Psalm 91:1,4-11:  Deuteronomy 33:27

We are gathered together this morning for comfort, especially for our dear brother and the family who are suffering a great loss.  It is a wonderful thing that divine Persons have all taken the place of ‘Comforter’.  You will find it in its fulness in God.  He has made Himself known as a Father – is there anyone more comforting than a father?  Then our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit; think of the comfort that you find in divine Persons.  We need it, and especially the family.  I recall our sister coming here when newly married.  She came to a meeting where everybody was above pension age except for two, and she immediately made a change when she came.  She brought something into the locality that was needed, and she maintained it in her service and devotion to the Lord and to the brethren to the end of her days.  She proved divine help in it when testing came in.  One thing marked her; she never missed a meeting when it was possible to be there.  That is a voice to us all.  She was a pillar and we locally, and especially her family, have lost a pillar.

That is why I read these passages.  The verse in Deuteronomy says that “Thy refuge is the God of old”.  Moses was a man who was personally very great.  He must have been a very lonely man.  Think of these words coming to him, maybe sitting in his tent at the end of a trying day: “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”.  He saw several generations, but his dwelling-place was in God.  As a servant, perhaps a lot of his time was spent alone with God, and he found the dwelling-place.  Dear friends, the verses I have read are not just words written, they are the experiences of a man who made God his dwelling place.  Moses says, “thou hast been our dwelling-place”.  He goes back over these things that God had done, then he says, “from eternity to eternity thou art God”.  That simply means that God has the last word.  There is nothing greater than what God is doing and what God is saying.  It is final, and that is what Moses came to; he relied on that.  Was he not tested?  He came down from the mountain from God and what did he find?  He found idolatry in the camp (Exod.32).  What did he do?  He waited on God, and he proved God then.  On another day, he found his brother and his sister criticising him (Num.12:2).  What did he do?  He said nothing; he waited on God.  His God was a refuge.  Then God said, “Come out” to Aaron and Miriam; were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?  Moses did not do anything to defend himself; he waited on God.  God was his refuge because he waited on Him.  

He speaks in Psalm 90 of “our dwelling-place”.  That is where he dwelt.  Not on the troubles – oh, how they rolled in on him day after day, but he did not dwell on the troubles.  He dwelt in God; “thou hast been our dwelling-place”.  What a place to have!  It is open to all.  You can find your refuge there, you find it in God.  As I said, He has the last word. 

Then Moses says in Psalm 91, “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High …”.  That is what he had, a secret place of the Most High.  You think of him there under the shadow of the Almighty.  What a shelter, what a resource to have.  Someone else said, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down”, Song of Songs 2:3.  What rest and peace Moses found.  He was very much alone but he found rest and peace in the shadow of the Almighty.  As I said already, he did not need to speak to defend himself.  He waited on God and he found there a resource, all the resource that he needed.  It says here, “He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou find refuge”, then “he shall give his angels charge concerning thee”.  Who can interrupt what the angels can do?  He says, If you need it, God will send his angels.  “For he shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to keep thee in all thy ways”.  What a comfort, dear brethren, to have a God like that.  In Deuteronomy, it says that thy refuge is the God of old, and here it is “under the shadow of the Almighty”.  There is nobody greater than that, may I say, in troubles and adversities.  What it is to have God on your side, you are dwelling in God.  God dwells in love, the indwelling love of an abiding God.  What an abiding place Moses was finding there, and everything was provided for him there, even the angels when needed.  

At the end of his life, Moses says, “Thy refuge is the God of old”; a well proved God, from eternity to eternity.  We find in this time scene that we are in a time of suffering.  We are in the dip into time, and God is there.  “Thy refuge is the God of old” and “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”, Heb.13:8.  That is the God that Moses was resting on, and not on others.  It reminds me of John; he was in the bosom of Jesus (John13:23), leaning on His breast.  John showed the results of that in his writings.  He did not write a lot, but you see in the writings of John a man who was in the bosom of Jesus, leaning on His breast, and you see the beautiful ministry he gave.  He was the apostle who lived the longest.  You see him there at the end of the Bible, in captivity, but God had been his dwelling-place.  It was known not only by Moses, but it has come right down through the apostles.  Look at Paul and Peter, put in prison.  What happened?  The doors were opened to them.  The Almighty God is our refuge.  What forces there were against the Lord.  What forces there were against the disciples and against those I have spoken of, but they could say, ‘The Lord is in charge’.  God is in charge; He has the last word. 

Moses proved that underneath are the eternal arms.  You may fall a bit, but what you find is that, if you fall down, underneath are the eternal arms.  It reminded me of Elijah.  He got down in his spirit, and God said to him, ‘What are you doing here Elijah?’.  He said, ‘Everything has gone’ (1 Kings 19:10).  He had forgotten that the eternal God was his refuge.  Well, what happened?  He fell asleep and when he awakened, what was there?  Food for his soul.  That was the eternal God – there were the eternal arms underneath him.  When he looked about, he saw food.  And what happened then?  It says that he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb.  Elijah came back into circulation, you may say, back into the acknowledgement and enjoyment of the eternal God being his refuge.  The last we hear of these two men – Moses and Elijah – is on the mountain with Jesus.  You can see how they were brought through.

Here in Deuteronomy Moses says that “Thy refuge is the God of old.”  A well proved God, and underneath are the eternal arms.  Oh, how strong they are!  Moses experienced them on Mount Nebo, on the top of Pisgah when God showed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan (Deut.34:1).  Another has said that in principle, God showed Moses heaven with the saints in it, then He buried him.  What a beautiful finish, as Hymn 160 says:-

‘Long proved in secret help

   With Thee alone’.

Our brother is proving the eternal arms today and we locally are proving them too, underneath us.  Everything is not gone.  Everything is not breaking up.  Underneath, for you and for me, are the eternal arms.  May we know the support of them in these days we are in.  May we know the strength of them to keep us, I might say, in circulation and in the stream of divine speaking.  May we prove that the eternal God is our refuge, and that underneath are the eternal arms.  Many in this room can speak about it and our brother has proved it.  Our sister proved it.  May we all prove it increasingly.  We will find the support – we are never outside of the reach of God wherever we may hide ourselves.  Wherever we may seek other means of protection, the eternal God is our refuge and underneath are the eternal arms.  May we prove them.  May our brother and the family prove them, and may we prove it locally.  As I said, a pillar has gone, but the everlasting arms are there, the eternal God is there.  May these passages be a comfort to us, may they strengthen us in our experiences.  May it be that we prove the eternal God to be our refuge, for His name’s sake. 

Word at a burial meeting, Kirkcaldy
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R. Taylor

 


Scripture references

Psalms 90:1-2 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God.

Psalms 91:1-11 (JND) [1] He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. [2] I say of Jehovah, My refuge and my fortress; my God, I will confide in him. [3] Surely *he* shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, [and] from the destructive pestilence. [4] He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou find refuge: his truth is a shield and buckler. [5] Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, for the arrow that flieth by day, [6] For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. [7] A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; [but] it shall not come nigh thee. [8] Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold, and see the reward of the wicked. [9] Because *thou* hast made Jehovah, my refuge, the Most High, thy dwelling-place, [10] There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy tent. [11] For he shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to keep thee in all thy ways:

Deuteronomy 33:27 (JND) [27] [Thy] refuge is the God of old, And underneath are the eternal arms; And he shall drive out the enemy from before thee, And shall say, Destroy [them]!

Exodus 32 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. …

Numbers 12:2 (JND) [2] And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us? And Jehovah heard it.

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Psalms 91 (JND) [1] He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. [2] I say of Jehovah, My refuge and my fortress; my God, I will confide in him. [3] Surely *he* shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, [and] from the destructive pestilence. …

Song of Solomon 2:3 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

John 13:23 (JND) [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved.

John 13:23 (JND) [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved.

1 Kings 19:10 (JND) [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away.

Deuteronomy 34:1 (JND) [1] And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And Jehovah shewed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan,



EXTRACT – THE SPIRIT AS THE OPERATIVE POWER IN CHRISTIANITY


With regard to the expression, “the Spirit of holiness” (Rom.1:4), I would notice that the Holy Spirit is, so to speak, the operative power in the resurrection as in everything that God has created or done.  Thus Peter says, with regard to the Lord’s resurrection, “Put to death in flesh, but made alive in the Spirit” (1 Pet.3:18); and of the believer it is said. “But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”, Rom.8:11.  But why is it spoken of as “according to the Spirit of holiness”?  Because the Holy Spirit is, as it were, the operative power of God for producing in man all that is well-pleasing to Him.  This power is, of course, always in God.  By it He created the worlds; by it He wrought in the instruments of the Old Testament and in the prophets.  But now He had been acting in the human life of Christ, and in the production of the new form of humanity according to this divine power.

… Christ as Man was born of the Holy Spirit; His life, though human in every respect, was the expression of the power of the Holy Spirit.  He cast out devils by the Holy Spirit.  His words were spirit and life.  The fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him bodily, but His humanity was the expression of that which was divine by the Holy Spirit, in love, in power, and specially in holiness.  He was the Holy One of God.  By the Holy Spirit He offered Himself without spot to God.  In all things He served His Father; but His service was the perfect presentation of what was divine, of the Father Himself, in the midst of men – He, as to His humanity, by the Spirit, at every moment answering to the Godhead, the expression and effulgence of it without spot or blemish. 

… What a striking type of the humanity of Christ [the oblation was], which, as to its nature, was of the Spirit, and anointed with the Spirit, every part being characterised by the outpoured Spirit, and by which all the incense of His perfections was offered up to God as a sweet-smelling savour!  So He had to be tried by fire, in death, to show that all was a sweet savour, and nothing else.  Finally, the power of the Holy Spirit was shown in the greatest and most perfect way in the Lord’s resurrection.  Being put to death in the flesh, He was made alive in the Spirit.  The Spirit, who in divine power, had been energetic in His birth, and in His whole life, and by whom He at length offered Himself without spot to God, manifested all His power in quickening Jesus from death.  It is true indeed that He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father; also that He Himself raised up His body, the temple of God (John 2:19); but the Holy Spirit was the immediate agent in His resurrection (1 Pet.3:18); the body also of the risen One is a spiritual body.
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Scripture references

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

John 2:19 (JND) [19] Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

John 2:19 (JND) [19] Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,



Notes


	[←1]
	 Footnote ‘f’ to v.30
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