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WHAT THE LORD IS WORKING OUT IN LOCAL COMPANIES

John 11: 1–44; 12: 1–3 

PM  These verses, dear brethren, are in the setting of the rejection of Christ. In chapter 10: 39 it says “They sought therefore again to take him”. Then Judas in chapter 12 

says, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii” (John 12: 5). Between these references, we have what the Lord was working out in Bethany. I wondered if we might get some help in enquiring together as to the way the Lord takes us in our local companies in view of working out what is in His thoughts for us. Martha says, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died”. How true that was. But the Lord was working out morally more than that. He is working out in our local companies, as He was in Bethany, that which would be for the glory of God, and for His own glory. He has that in view. There is what relates to His glory that is from the divine side. But there is also what is for His glory in Bethany, what was being worked out through the exercises that the Lord was allowing them to pass through, to take them out of the circumstances in which they were, and to associate them with Himself in the circumstances in which He is. I wonder if we might get some impression of that as we enquire together. 

One has linked this passage with the Lord’s valuation of Philadelphia. There is that here which the Lord Jesus loved, as indeed in Philadelphia. He says they “shall know that I have loved thee”, Revelation 3: 9. There is something precious to His heart, that in the midst of such outward rejection of Himself, He brought out in that local company that which He could associate with Himself in relation to the Father. It seems to me that, as we enquire together, we may get some impression of that, because the Lord Jesus here leads on to give the unfolding of the greatness of Himself. Later it says, “Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; but I knew that thou always hearest me”. He is giving this little company some impression of the greatness of what He is, in Himself personally and in His relations with the Father. I wondered whether the Lord would help us to have a look at the way He works in local companies, to bring us to appreciate His own glory, and that He might be glorified in the very place in which He is working. 

JCG  I am sure we will get help together. The enquiry is very interesting, bearing on the local place. It says, “the village of Mary and Martha”. It is interesting that Jesus says first, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”. That was the ultimate. Is that what was in your mind? 

PM  It was. He says, “for the glory of God”; He had that in view personally, and He had it in view in what He was working out there. The Lord always had the glory of God in view. That brings out the perfection of His manhood, that it was never His own glory that was primarily before Him, but the glory of God. God was going to be glorified in the company. It seems to me that it lifts our sight from what we look at circumstantially to view what divine Persons are doing at the present moment. 

JCG  And do you think that God does not wish to lose what has already been manifested of spiritual quality. It says in relation to “the village of Mary and Martha her sister. It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair”. God does not wish to lose what has been of benefit amongst the saints, in view of the glory of God, do you think? 

PM  That is very fine. It draws out the Lord’s own affection for what there was in this place. Something has already been wrought out. As we know, earlier, Martha had needed adjustment. She, had received the Lord into her house, but it is not her house here, it is “the house”. Adjustment had come in, and what was there in the place was held in right relation to Himself, and draws out the Lord’s affections. I wonder if I need to be reminded of that, that there is that which the Lord loves in the local company. It has been wrought out through years of exercise and discipline and pressure and faithfulness, and He loves it. 

WL  Has the Lord much to teach us as to the much sickness that is amongst us? 

PM  I am sure He has. And one senses, in conversation with the saints, that generally there is much exercise as to it. The Lord I think would help us, if we are dependent, to see what He is working out through it. 

WL  The amount of sickness causes much exercise among young and old. I was thinking too of how the Lord says to Peter, “by what death he should glorify God”, John 21: 19. 

PM  That is helpful. In Peter’s death, what was in view was not exactly Peter’s release, although that would be true, but what was in view was what was for God. It has often been said that Peter was the only one in scripture who knew he would not be here when the Lord came. He would die a death for the glory of God. But whether dying or living, what is to be before us is God’s glory. I wondered if we might get help about that. I may be a little like Martha, and say, Why does the Lord not stop these things? Why does the Lord allow them? 

But He is working something out that is far beyond the circumstances in which these three beloved saints were, however valuable those circumstances were to the Lord. 

JTB  You referred to Philadelphia. He presents Himself there as the One “who opens and no one shall shut”, Revelation 3: 7. Do you think He is opening up a whole area of glory, an area to which death cannot attach? Do you think it is very valuable to get a view of that at the present time? 

PM  I have wondered that, and whether through the discipline that He allows. He is seeking to release our hold on what is here, in view of laying hold on the scene in which Christ is, and the order of life in which He Himself is as the resurrection and the life, that order of life which is associated with Him where He is. We have to speak soberly; we are living in an affluent age. 

Affluence tends of itself to hold man naturally in his circumstances, and I may become governed by that. I think the Lord Jesus in His grace is gradually loosening our grip on it, and opening up on our view all that is centred in Himself gloriously, and what is there is for the glory of God. And it is to find its answer in the local company. 

GCMcK  “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”. It is remarkable that it is put that way. They were all loved, and Martha is given a certain position in this chapter, as getting help, is she? The Lord is working with us all, is He? 

PM  He is. He may put His hand on one and another, but He is working with us all. I think that is important. He allows this to happen to Lazarus, but He is working with the company. 

GCMcK  It is not that there is a preference. We might have thought more of Mary than of Martha, but the Lord loves all, and He will bring us all through to what He has in mind for each one of us. 

PM  That is His desire, that we might reach His thoughts in relation to what is here for God’s glory, even at the present time. He would draw our affections to the greatness of who He is personally, and the glory of His manhood. He would draw our affections after Himself, outside of all that is here. 

JS  The Lord evidently found much that was pleasing to Himself in Bethany. It speaks of “Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister”. Do you think that persons become identified with the place, with the local company, and with what is for the Lord’s pleasure? 

PM  Yes; something is wrought out in the persons that gives character to the place. I think that helps, because the Lord has His own interests in each local company, and He loves those that are there, and He is working something out in them that gives a certain identity and character to each local assembly. There is a glory in that. It is His own work; it must be glorious. Bethany is an interesting place. It is one of only two places where the Lord is spoken of as spending the night. That relates very much to the present day in which we are. 

DBR  Thinking again of Philadelphia, the Lord speaks about “my word” and “my name” and “my patience”. The personal pronoun comes in. Do you think that one of the great lessons we have to learn is that what is precious to Christ becomes precious to us? 

PM  Yes. Philadelphia held what was personally precious to Christ in the scene of His rejection, and He holds the overcomer in Philadelphia in relation to it, in the very scene where He is in the Father’s presence. How pleasing that was to Him, that there in that company everything was entirely centred in Christ where He was. What was His was valued by them; He was loved by them, and they were loved by Him. It seems to me to link very much with this passage, because what is reached here in Bethany is that they come to it that everything is centred in Christ. He must be the object. Everything they derived was from Him, a whole order of life and relationship was being opened up, and it was centred in this blessed Man, and they come into the gain of it as He had His way with them. Do you think that the Lord values that so much, even at the present time? 

DBR  I wondered that, if really what the Lord is doing is bringing us through into an area of spiritual refinement. You could hardly think of anything more blessed, than being able to grasp what is precious to the heart of Christ, and to treasure it, and not only that, but to minister to it. “There therefore they made him a supper”. 

PM  Yes, and He takes these dear souls who were thinking perhaps of what was for them for the moment; “if thou hadst been here”. He takes their affections and centres them in the very scene in which He is, and causes that He should become the centre for them here. I believe that, as you say, the Lord is refining our thoughts and our affections for Himself, to see that He must be the centre of everything. In Laodicea, they spoke of themselves. The Lord says, “Thou sayest, I am rich”, Revelation 3: 17. They were talking about themselves and maybe that comes closer to us than we may care to think. But in Philadelphia, as in Bethany, everything was for Him, He was the centre, and I wonder for myself if the Lord Jesus is not drawing our affections, to see that everything centres in another order of life, centred in a Man out of death, glorified. 

DAS  I find it testing when circumstances of this kind arise. Jesus waited two days here before He moved. I wondered whether we are tested as to our patience in relation to such exercises amongst us. It is important not to go before the Lord. 

PM  I had wondered about that. The Lord allows time for matters to work out. We might say, If the Lord had gone earlier, Lazarus would not have died. But the Lord gives time for matters to work out. By doing so; He causes us to realise that we have no resource in ourselves. We are cast upon Him for everything. He does it in exercises among us, He allows time to go by. He is not indifferent to what is happening, but He allows things to work out, in order to manifest His own glory and power in a scene in which we ourselves are helpless. 

JCG  In this waiting period, Martha was helped to see a new glory of Christ. “I am the resurrection and the life”. She looked at what was circumstantial, at what might be of knowledge, that there would be a resurrection at the last day. But the great manifestation of the personal glory of Christ came to her after these two days. Do we need to have a fresh appreciation of the greatness of Christ if matters are to be worked out properly among us? 

PM  I am sure that every matter that comes up in our histories is to give us a greater impression of the glory of the Man who has the answer to everything. She says, “I know, that whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will give thee”. She places Him for the moment on the level of a pious man, but He was more than that, He was greater than that. In Himself inherently there was what was far beyond the pious man, although He was that. 

WL  The tomb was no hindrance to the Lord. It simply serves to bring out the glory of God, and His own glory. 

PM  And the power of the One who is the resurrection—“I am the resurrection and the life”. I suppose that will be seen in its fulness when He comes, as we have in 1 Thessalonians 4, but morally He is that now. “I am the resurrection and the life”. Not just that ‘I will raise the dead’; the Lord could have said that and it would have been true. But it is what He is; He is bringing us to appreciate what He is, not only what He can do, but what He is in the glory of His Person. 

WL  He has “the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. Does that come out here? 

PM  Yes. So that everything is held in control. Does it not say in Romans that He rules “over both dead and living”, Romans 14: 9? Even the dead are waiting for Him; the dead cannot move without Him. How great He is! Who else could rule over both dead and living? So here He is the resurrection. The glory of His Person is to fill our gaze; no one else could have said this; He is great enough to raise the dead, and to give an order of life that is derived from Himself. 

TCM  In this waiting time, it seems that the disciples are confused, trying to put their own thoughts into what happens here, which eventually results in the Lord having to say plainly, “Lazarus has died”. Are we apt to put our own interpretation on what the Lord is at, but do we need to hear His voice? 

PM  We need to make way for Him in every matter. One would be hesitant to try to say what the Lord is doing in the present moment in relation to the much sickness that there is. There has never been a day when there has been so much pressure in the bodies of the saints. One would hesitate to say that I knew the answer to that, but we would be before Him in relation to it, because we know that the One who is working out matters is great enough to associate our hearts with Himself, and to cause that our thoughts may recede, and we may have His view of every matter. 

AMcK  Weeping is mentioned several times, including the Lord weeping. Would you say something about that? It is the only time, according to the footnote, that this word is used. Would it be to bring out a basis for right feelings, and moving in relation to what the Lord is doing? 

PM  Yes. I am thankful you draw attention to that. The feelings of the Lord Jesus come out here in a distinctive way. It says that He wept, and also that He groaned. It was more than sympathy with Mary and Martha, was it not? There was that, but it was more than that. Think of the Lord Jesus being deeply moved in the presence of death. The Lord would have us to feel things in some measure, that the feeling character might come into expression more. The Lord is awakening body feelings in a way, perhaps, that we have not known before. 

AMcK  I could not add anything, but what you say is right. It is body feelings that are being worked out. 

RG  Is it significant that it says, “Behold, how he loved him”. It does not simply say He loved him, but how He loved him. There was a demonstration of the glorious greatness of the divinity of a Man here in the way that He reacted to those that He did love, do you think? 

PM  I am sure of that. We could say that no one has loved the saints as Jesus has loved them—“how he loved him”. Martha comes to see that it is not only one whom they loved, but it is the one whom Jesus loved—“he whom thou lovest”. Then as you say, “how he loved him”. No one has loved the saints like He has loved them, and He loves them still. And in His grace He is serving to work out in us, and in one another, that which can be associated with Himself in a scene where all is according to His own pleasure. How He loves us! The disciplinary ways of divine Persons are to be understood. We would desire to see what He has in them for the company, and not just for the ones who are passing through the pressure. 

When He saw Mary weeping—there was something that the Lord saw being worked out in the company, those feelings coming into expression. It was when He saw her weeping that He was deeply moved. 

CKR  These are two sisters, Mary and Martha. Could you say a word for the encouragement of the sisterhood at the moment? There is a lot of illness, a lot of it affecting brothers, but it is often the lot of the sisters to take the strain. There is something particularly being worked out with Martha and Mary. The sisterhood is very valuable in a locality, in support in this way, is it not? 

PM  It is, and the prayers of the sisters are of infinite value in a local company. They carry things often before God in secret that no one knows about, like Hannah, going into the divine presence and weeping there. I believe this would give us some sense of the Lord’s infinite delight in that, and how He would strengthen what is subjective in the local company. 

Much is worked out in the sisterhood. It is not publicly expressed, but it is of value. These sisters knew the teaching. Martha says things that show that she knew the truth to a certain extent. But the Lord is taking her beyond that. I believe that the Lord would take us beyond the circumstances in which we are, that relate to the scene of pressure and sorrow; the Lord would take us beyond that to a scene where all is held in complacency. I believe that the sisters touch that in a remarkable way. 

CKR  You just feel that the Lord held Lazarus and Martha and Mary perfectly in His links with them, and how they developed through the whole exercise. So that in John 12, they serve beautifully together to make Him a supper; each one was obviously a different personality, under the Lord in His love. I think this is a touch as to Philadelphia, they were holding fast what they had, were they not? 

PM  They were. I had wondered about that. Lazarus had died, yet here they were; Martha goes out to meet the Lord, and she called her sister. They are moving to where He is now, they are holding fast, as you say, in relation to Him, moving out of the scene in which Lazarus has died. They are moving towards Him. Am I moving towards Christ? I may not see everything or understand everything at once, but am I moving towards Him? Is He becoming increasingly the centre of everything for me, and in the local company, because He will have His place. What is reached here in chapter 12 is a united company that is centred upon Christ, and He glorified in that company. 

RT  The Lord seems bent on getting them both to come to Him. He waits on that. He says, “Where have ye put him?” He seems to leave us in some exercise to be gone through to arrive at a point where we are anxious that it is not just what we would have wanted before, but now something different is to be arrived at through the exercise. 

PM  Yes. Initially Martha would have been content if Lazarus had been restored to full health. But the Lord does not have that in view. He has in view our movement out of this scene to the scene where He is glorified, and where everything now is to take character from Him. Does not the resurrection and the life suggest that He is giving character to a whole order of life and relationship for the Father’s pleasure, and for the blessing of man? 

RT  That is really something new, is it not, a new thought? He had not yet died, so He was not risen, but He brings the glory of that into the circumstances already. 

PM  And may it be that He may open our eyes to see things that we had not seen before, as we come to Him; light that perhaps has always been there, but He would open our eyes to see the glory of it, and how He gives character to everything for God. I believe that the word to the overcomer may link with that, “the name of the city of my God ... and my new name”, Revelation 3: 12. There is something that is opening up to the eye of the overcomer in Philadelphia that had never been known before. We should expect that. 

TDB  Could you say something about what is inward? I was thinking of the references to the Lord, that He was “deeply moved in spirit”. Then there were the tears that were referred to, they would involve what is inward, do you think? I was affected by that when the scripture was read. 

PM  He was deeply moved in spirit. It brings out the very inwards of Jesus, as you say. Men speak of sympathy in a cold way; this was not that. Everything in this blessed Person was bound up with what was being worked out in that little company. That company was going to be formed in relation to the order of Man that was here. It proceeds from the inwards of Jesus, the very feelings coming into expression, in order that we might come to appreciate the reality of the Man who was here in the presence of death. 

WL  The Lord’s feelings are very diverse. Mr. Darby points out in the footnote (to verse 33 note ‘a’) that there was also indignation, that there was deep antagonism to the power of evil and Satan in death. Think of the scope of the Lord’s feelings! 

PM  Yes, that death itself should have come into that little company that He loved, and that He Himself was going into death to meet it all. How much it meant to His holy soul. 

Do you think that the Lord would help us that something of the inward feelings of His own spirit should mark us more? We could never measure what He measured in relation to sin and death, but He would help us to have increased feeling and judgment as to it. 

WL  Is that involved in “if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it”, 1 Corinthians 12: 26? These are true body feelings. 

PM  Yes. And I believe that what Paul had in mind there was that they were suffering as if it were their own feelings in relation to that member in the body. They were bearing it as their own. 

GCMcK  Twice the Lord was deeply moved in spirit; in verse 33 at seeing the weeping, but then in verse 38. He was deeply moved in Himself as He comes to the tomb. Is there something in a sense deeper, not only sympathy with the effect on men, but there was something deeper in coming to the tomb itself, death itself? 

PM  Yes, in relation to what He Himself would enter into to meet this very question of death, that “through death he might annul him who has the might of death”, Hebrews 2: 14. He was going to go into death itself. 

GCMcK  I was thinking of the detail that is given as to the Lord’s feelings, and not only how He was affected sympathetically, but as you said, He is going to go into death itself. It is really the ark going into the Jordan. He is facing death, is He not? 

PM  Yes. I am glad you mention that, because here you have the ark moving forward of itself, into death, into the Jordan. What power was there. It comes into expression in His cry at the tomb, “Lazarus, come forth”. He was greater than death itself, but He was going into it. How it should affect us, that every matter has been settled in His going into death. His death has been the answer to everything from the divine side, and I have to come to that too, that His death is the answer to every question. 

RT  Seeing the glory of God seems to be very much dependent on believing “if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God”. When the Lord comes to the tomb, He had to undo all that they had done. He says, “Where have ye put him?” and “Take away the stone”, then He tells them to take off the graveclothes. Believing seems to bring in a new outlook and a new way of acting. We have to go over the ground we have already been over, but then believing brings up something positive before the soul. 

PM  They had handled matters according to their way, but the Resurrection and the Life was here in this blessed Person, who gave character to the way in which Lazarus would come out of death. It was not according to men’s thoughts. Often we find that our thoughts have to be adjusted in the presence of the One who has the power to meet every situation. But here He says, “if thou shouldest believe”. I find I am often tested as to how much faith I exercise. 

RT  The first thing we do usually is to go back to what happened before, and how things had been handled before. But “If thou shouldest believe”; it is the glory of God, and there is something very fresh and living about it that is to affect us as to a new way of doing things. 

PM  Yes, and to do them in the light of the power that is resident in the Person. He alone could raise Lazarus. They were powerless in His presence, but He alone could do it. But He says, “Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” 

I wonder whether the Lord is lifting our view away from what we are doing to see what He is doing. We would get a different view of the way He is leading us, to see what He is doing in the present moment, and see that glory marks it, the glory that comes from Himself, and glory that is for His God, and for the blessing of the company. 

JSp  Do you have in mind that in every exercise we have to go through, that should be our outlook? What way is the Lord going to manifest His glory? I was thinking of the journey through the wilderness; it was punctuated by manifestations of the glory. 

PM  Yes; Israel “turned toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of Jehovah appeared in the cloud”, Exodus 16: 10. That is what is in the divine view right from the beginning, that we should be drawn away from the scene of death and corruption—but lift our eyes toward the wilderness and behold the glory, to see it centred in a Man who has gone on before. Everything is there in Christ. How quickly I begin to look at what is here, but everything is there in a Man, and He would attach our hearts to Himself in the scene in which there is another order of life altogether. 

RJC  Jesus is not deterred by anything in this chapter. His disciples say, “Rabbi, even but now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again?” And then in the exercises of Mary and Martha and in the raising of Lazarus, He is completely undeterred. Is it characteristic of John’s gospel that He carries everything through in view of securing this positive end in chapter 12? 

PM  That is helpful. He has one object in view, if we might speak carefully, and that is for the glory of God, and He is moving forward. Our brother’s reference to the ark would remind us of that, that there is no deviation with the ark. It is going forward to search out a resting place. There is glory attaching to it. Through the whole scene of opposition and hatred to Himself, the Lord moves forward in His own personal dignity. What glory and majesty marks Him! 

EDS  It is not perhaps on the same level of what we are speaking about as to the Lord and His feelings in raising the dead, but I wondered whether there is something we are to learn as to what it cost the Lord to enter into these things. I was thinking of chapter 8 of Luke’s gospel, where He said that power had gone out from Him when the woman was healed. We are rightly concerned and sympathetic with all the suffering that goes on amongst the dear brethren, but there is what the Lord feels about these things, even entering into them, to bring about a result from them. It affects Him in such a way that something is drawn from Him. 

PM  Yes, that woman touched the hem of His garment, and He knew that power had gone out of Him. It shows that the Lord is not unaware of what is proceeding, and values it as we are drawing from Himself. But if there was to be any answer, it was necessary that He Himself should go into death. It seems to me that the feelings of the Lord Jesus here all centre in what He Himself was going to enter into. He stood at the tomb of Lazarus, but He was going into the tomb. The cost would be His, in a way that it could never be for Lazarus. Mr. 

Darby says that for Him, death was really death. What that must have meant for His holy soul, and yet He was going there vicariously. 

WL  Is there some significance in the reference “Jesus therefore, six days before the passover”? 

PM  Yes, “our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed”, 1 Corinthians 5: 7. His death and His resurrection becomes the point at which everything is answered for God. It becomes the place where everything morally is met for us in the death of Christ. We touch many matters, they come up among us, and we touch them in our day to day lives; young people going to school and to work are in the presence of things which some of us do not understand, because we have never been there, but the death of Christ is the answer to every moral matter in the universe. It is so in the circle, as it was in Bethany. 

WL  Paul brings this in in his letter to Corinth. 

PM  Yes, and he speaks of the word of the cross. They were content at Corinth to centre things in themselves, 

without Christ. He brings in the word of the cross. Does that not mean that its bearing upon us morally is brought right home in the word of the cross? 

RT  He does not finalise this without speaking first to the Father about it. He says to the Father, “that they may believe”—that the crowd may know the relationship there was between Them. What would you say? 

PM  I wonder if the Lord was opening that up to this little company, opening up that relationship that had been undisturbed. “I knew that thou always hearest me”. How perfect that relationship was, bringing out all that Christ is to the Father. Then, “but on account of the crowd”, you might say He left the witness of that in Bethany, that in the very place of death, where death had come in, He leaves the witness to the relationship that was undisturbed by anything else. 

DBR  It is a very beautiful thought there; it says, “Jesus lifted up his eyes”. I wondered if there was a pattern for us in that. The whole effect of the lessons that the Lord would pass us through, and the pressures you are speaking of, is that we might ourselves be developed in intimacy with divine Persons. It becomes a very deep lesson to learn. 

PM  Yes; the Lord was not only in the Father’s presence in the moment of need, but He was constantly there. I think there is a link between Bethany and the mount of Olives, the two places where the Lord Jesus spent the night. On the mount of Olives, He spent the night in prayer. What intimacy of relationship, sharing what the Father was and what He was, known to each other in such distinctiveness. And yet while that relationship stays in all its distinctiveness, is the opportunity not open to us? Not only to go into the divine presence, but to be there and be formed as being there. The Lord Jesus was not formed as in the Father’s presence, but we are. As in His presence, we see things differently, and see the glory of the whole order of life that is from the divine side, and see that everything remains in all its distinctiveness unchanged. We need that view, do we? 

DBR  I thought in that way there is a perfect pattern for us in what has been referred to in this verse. It is quite significant that this verse is in this chapter, when His own glory as Son of God is so prominent, and yet it is not only His power but His feelings that enter into the chapter. That is expressed perfectly in His relationship with the Father. 

PM  I am sure of that. Is it answered in the next chapter where they make Him a supper, and He is anointed in the midst of the company? That intimacy is brought out in that Christ is made everything of. It is not now in relation to their need. He had met it all. But the Person Himself was now holding and filling the affections of that company so that everything centred in Him. They hold Him in a way in which they had never held Him before, not in relation to their circumstances, but in relation to what He was personally and gloriously as a distinctive Man. 

RG  Do you think the fact that it refers to six days before the passover indicates that the Lord cannot wait? There had been two days and then four days in chapter 11, but six days before the passover; He cannot wait because He knows that there has been a result reached, and there is that there for Him now that answers to what He gave in chapter 11. 

PM  That is very fine, and what was in view has now been reached in the company, and it is reached because He has become everything to them. I wonder whether the Lord is helping us that He might become everything. We may settle even in the privileges of the fellowship, but Christ is to become everything. As He does, He gives character to the privileges that we take up and enjoy, and they become different in our view. I think that here, they become different in the light of the One who was living in relation to another world altogether. 

RG  He is really in the position here of the One who was raised “by the glory of the Father”, is He? He is brought into that position in chapter 11, and now He is demonstrating that they are to be with Him in the same relationship. 

PM  Yes, and even the dead man is here, “whom Jesus raised from among the dead”. It is striking that he is still referred to as “the dead man” in this chapter. All that marked the old has no part in that scene; it is finished and finished for ever, but He is there living in the power of another life. 

JCG  Could you say something about the fact that the sisters are active in this supper in the house? Lazarus is there, but the sisters are active. 

PM  I thought it linked with what was asked about earlier. They had borne the pressure and carried the sorrow of the whole exercise before the Lord, but as having done so, something is wrought out subjectively in them that can yield its glory for Christ, and for Him alone. 

JCG  That is helpful, particularly in relation to Mary, who anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair. These were movements in love that waited two days and then went to the tomb; she recognises that these feet were going to take Him to the cross. She is in the moral and spiritual appreciation of what that involved. It should affect us inwardly. 

PM  Yes, and cause for us that everything now is in relation to this blessed Man. She anointed His feet and wiped them with her hair. It says “the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. It has often been remarked that the filling of the house was when it was held in relation to Himself. When He became the object, the house was filled. 

WL  Does spiritual intelligence come to light in Mary in a measured amount? 

Spiritual intelligence is the divine end that is to be reached among us, is it not? It is a pound here, something measured that met the requirements of the moment. 

PM  Yes, something had been wrought out through the glory of Christ coming onto their view, that was able to be brought intelligently. But it was great enough to fill the house. 

You might say, after this, what was the character of Bethany? It was the odour of the ointment. It was the anointing of Christ in the company; that was the character of Bethany. It is to be the character of every local company, the odour of the ointment. There is no place for man according to flesh. That has all been dealt with. What is there is the distinctiveness of Christ. 

JS  At the beginning of chapter 11, it says that “It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment”. The result is reached in chapter 12; all that had come in in the way of experience had led to the area that the Lord had ultimately in mind. 

PM  Yes, I wondered that. It says, “for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”. The Lord had it in view, that here in this little company would be an intelligent and affectionate answer for Himself, and He was working with them to form that unreservedly in relation to Himself. How the Lord works among us! Two days away, coming in with His word, operating through His power; what skill enters into His working. I would like to know more of it, and be sensitive to it, because He is working among us at the present time, and what He is allowing in the bodies of the saints is to draw out our feelings of desire to be with Him in what He is doing, that He might be glorified by it. 

JS  I was impressed by what you said, that He might become everything. 

PM  I am sure that if we take up in exercise what the Lord is doing and allowing, the more we take it up in exercise in His presence, the more He will become everything—“Christ everything”. 
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Scripture references

John 11:1-44 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. …

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

John 12:5 (JND) [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?

Revelation 3:9 (JND) [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee.

John 21:19 (JND) [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.

Revelation 3:7 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open:

Revelation 3:17 (JND) [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked;

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Romans 14:9 (JND) [9] For to this [end] Christ has died and lived [again], that he might rule over both dead and living.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

1 Corinthians 12:26 (JND) [26] And if one member suffer, all the members suffer with [it]; and if one member be glorified, all the members rejoice with [it].

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Exodus 16:10 (JND) [10] And it came to pass, when Aaron spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, that they turned toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of Jehovah appeared in the cloud.

1 Corinthians 5:7 (JND) [7] Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed;



A TIME OF BEING INDUSTRIOUS

R. J. Campbell 

Judges 6: 11; Proverbs 31: 10–14; Acts 20: 29–31; 28: 1–3 

The Lord has not come yet, we have sung of that moment when we will be taken to be with Himself. What a time it will be. It is the great hope of the believer to look on to the coming of the Lord Jesus Himself. What that will mean to the heart of the Lord Jesus we can scarcely think, but He is a Man of patience and He is waiting for that moment when He will have the assembly with Himself eternally. What an anticipation, beloved brethren, for our hearts to look forward to that moment when we will see that blessed Man face to face, to be like Him where He is and to have bodies of glory like unto His own body of glory. That is what we look forward to, the greatness of it, the wonderful moment when we shall be taken to be with the Lord Jesus. Not only that, but we look forward too to the time when He will be publicly vindicated in this scene. He has been rejected here, He has been cast out as worthless, but the time is coming when that blessed Man will reign from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth (Zechariah 9: 10). What a time it will be. We have that to look forward to, and the rest and enjoyment of being eternally with the Lord Jesus Himself. I wondered at this stage in the dispensation whether what is needed is for us to be industrious and active. The time will come when we will rest, but the present time is a time of activity, a time for being industrious. Think of the apathy and lethargy of the church publicly, slipping into all sorts of evil, all sorts of mixture with the world, no time for Christ, in fact heartless as to Christ. That is what Laodicea is but we should realise the sobriety of the moment and the need of the moment to be industrious and active. 

I read of Gideon here, he was threshing wheat in the 

winepress, a very unusual thing to do to thresh wheat in a wine press; but sometimes we have to work in restricted conditions in view of getting food for the brethren, in view of bringing in what would be for their upbuilding, and Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress. There were difficult days at this time when Gideon was operating in this way, and difficult times are with us, but Gideon did not give up, he did not retire, he did not settle down in things here. 

He was constantly exercised to provide food for the people of God. I am sure it happens here as it happens in many many localities that there is a desire to find food for the brethren but it involves exercise. I believe it needs us to be here in the constant sense of the need of proceeding actively and industriously in view of the feeding of the people of God. Gideon takes a very lowly place in the verses following. What can we say about ourselves? We cannot lift our heads up at all, we are part of the breakdown, but there is an area where divine things are cared for and that is among the people of God. We should be increasingly thankful for the company that we have with one another, the active living links that we have with one another. There has never been a time like the present time; things are getting darker and darker but things are getting brighter within. That should be the case, that despite all that marks this world things are brighter within. Gideon had a desire that there might be food maintained for the people of God. May we be encouraged, may we set ourselves in this direction to provide food for the beloved brethren. I just feel the challenge of it, I am saying these things, and it applies to me very much, but I can see the need at the present time of thwarting the enemy in his attempts to disrupt and bring in what would be divisive among the saints. O that we might be preserved together actively and inwardly and livingly. 

I have read of the woman of worth. This speaks of a time when the husband is absent, when the glorious Head of the assembly has left this scene, but He is Head 

of another order of things and we are thankful for that. Christ is there installed in heaven but taking account of what is proceeding here, and there is that which corresponds to Himself proceeding in the local companies of the saints. Think of the industry that marks this woman here; her husband is absent but she is desirous of providing just what Christ would provide Himself, “She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands”. How diligent she is, this woman of worth. I would just encourage our hearts that we might be diligent. Think of what it says here, “She is like the merchants’ ships—she bringeth her food from afar; And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day’s work to her maidens”. You sense the constant activity of what is proceeding in the assembly at the present time that relates to what Christ is, where He is, and what He would require in each local company. May we be active, beloved brethren, and I seek to stimulate my own heart, that we might be active and industrious in providing food and clothing. Think of this woman of worth, she thinks about everything. Think of her diligently working, bringing her food from afar, what exercise it needs. I believe this is what this woman of worth desired in the absence of her husband, she desired to bring warmth and food among the saints, and that should mark each local company in the absence of Christ. “She riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day’s work to her maidens”. We can easily settle down in lethargy and coast along, be carried along, but this woman is not like that; she is active, she is providing something for her household; she provides food and she provides clothing, she provides warmth. May we be encouraged that in the absence of Christ these features are maintained. 

I thought of Paul in Acts 20, saying, “these hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me”. What a service Paul undertook, his hands ministering to his wants and those who were with him. 

He was not just thinking of getting through himself, he was concerned about others, “those who were with me”. Those who were near Paul found the benefit of what he was in serving, in view of ministering to his own wants and to those who were with him. I thought of this verse, “Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. Every day brought fresh exercise to Paul, and the indication is that he did not stop. Every day he was serving the saints, “I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. You sense his feelings, his inward feelings about the saints, that “for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. We know one another, we are near to one another; O that we might serve one another, that we might bring in this refreshment and this concern. Paul is concerned about them, “For I know this, that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them”. That is current, beloved brethren; there are brethren going back to a system that we judged, they were with us and they are going back. O 

that we might sense the time in which we are, and seek to hold the brethren in relation to what is living and vital, that we might be active and industrious in view of what would be for the heart of the Lord Jesus. These things are extant at the present time, beloved brethren. May we be sobered, but may we be encouraged to bring in what is true and what is right, and what is for the upbuilding of the saints. Paul admonished each one of them with tears; you sense his feelings and what marked him inwardly in relation to these Ephesian saints. 

I just read in Acts 28 where it says, “And Paul having gathered a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid it on the fire”. Think of Paul’s service here, you might say he was an apostle, he should be served, but here is this great apostle gathering a certain quantity of sticks. His desire was for warmth. The barbarians had kindled the fire but Paul was concerned that it might continue. O that we might continue to gather a certain quantity of sticks! O that there might be that with us which would foster and increase what there is in the testimony at the present time. Paul serves in such a lowly way, he collected a certain quantity of sticks; what a service Paul rendered, concerned about the warmth and the relations there were amongst these persons, and he would serve in this lowly way. In feet-washing too we have to get down to one another, we do not take any high ground, we serve one another in such a lowly way, but how necessary these things are. May we be encouraged to be more active! I am sure there is activity and industry, but may we be more active, and more industrious in view of carrying the people of God, and seeking to bring things through to a conclusion that would be for the heart of the Lord Jesus. For His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
7 January 2003 

 


Scripture references

Judges 6:11 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites.

Proverbs 31:10-14 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. [13] She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. [14] She is like the merchants' ships: she bringeth her food from afar;

Acts 20:29-31 (JND) [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them. [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears.

Acts 28:1-3 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand.

Zechariah 9:10 (JND) [10] And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off. And he shall speak peace unto the nations; and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 28 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand. …



EXTRACT

There is really no need, since the apostles’ days. They brought down all the false teaching of the world, and they declared the whole counsel of God. But then, things have been let slip, and consequently there is conflict. When conflict arises, it is not simply a quarrel between brethren. There is an issue always. And the Lord allows the issue when He means to call attention to something. 

J. Taylor (Vol.12, p.307) 
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