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WISDOM

Proverbs 8:17-31;  1 Corinthians 1:22-24,30,31;

Romans 11:33-36;  James 3:17,18;  1:5;

Colossians 2:1-3

I have an impression that I should speak of the great matter of wisdom, although feeling the need of it personally.  It is a great quality of God, but it is a quality that is available to men.  Where we read in Proverbs, wisdom is personified as speaking.  It used to be thought by some that chapter 8 of Proverbs referred to the Lord Jesus personally, but that could not be right.  There are things in this chapter that you could not say of the Lord Jesus.  You could not speak of the Lord Jesus as being brought forth and being God’s nursling before the worlds were; it would not be right.  This is the personification of wisdom.  I say that because there may be many believers who do not understand that.  What this passage tells us is that before anything was created, before God’s works in creation began, wisdom was there.  There are two qualities that we are particularly told about which existed before the worlds were.  We are told that, before the foundation of the earth, there was love – that was one feature.  And we are also told that there was wisdom.  

The love of God requires an answer, an object on which it can be expressed and an answer that will respond to that love, and God set Himself to secure that.  That is really seen in the purpose of God.  The wisdom of God established the way in which that answer could be secured, in which man could be created as a being who could provide an answer to His heart.  The wisdom of God, in amazing resources, designed a way in which that should be brought to pass so that a creature should be secured, not only in simple obedience to God, but with the knowledge of His heart and the ability to respond to it.  I believe we see that in divine counsel.  Divine counsel in wisdom established the means of securing what is for God’s heart.  

In Proverbs 8 we have this matter of the creation; that was the first thing.  The creation came about as the arena in which God was going to operate and I might say specifically, the earth was created as the arena of God’s operations.  The heavens were also created to express His glory: “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Ps.19:1), and you see the greatness of the Creator displayed in the heavens – “his eternal power and divinity”, Rom.1:20.  The earth was created in order to work out His great thoughts in relation to man.  Wisdom says here of God, “When he prepared the heavens I was there”; wisdom entered into every detail of that.  Think of the detail of the creation.  We read about it throughout the Scriptures.  Solomon says, “Jehovah by wisdom founded the earth”, Prov.3:19.  The most stable physical thing that a person could rely on was established by wisdom.  God’s wisdom came into it.  Whatever it is that you rely upon, if there is true stability at all, God’s wisdom has provided it for you.  

But then you might think of the other end of the scale.  Jehovah said to Job, “Who numbereth the clouds with wisdom?”, Job 38:37.  Think of the clouds – ephemeral things, they come and go.  Ah, beloved! sometimes we feel the clouds.  They come over us but they are all numbered.  In God’s wisdom He has numbered the clouds.  What He brings upon the saints, what He brings upon men but especially what He brings upon believers, is all measured; every cloud is numbered in His grace and infinite wisdom.  God knows what He is working out through the circumstances of the saints.  He has measured everything that He brings to bear upon them and the clouds themselves are numbered by His wisdom.  Think of the greatness of God, One whose wisdom transcends every thought of man.  Everything that He has done and everything that has been established and everything which He allows to take place – His wisdom is behind it all as well as His love.  What blessing there is then in seeing that.  God’s hand can come upon us, maybe in discipline, maybe in circumstances in our lives.  Our lives may not work out as we had hoped, but you find that you can accept that because God’s wisdom is behind it and He is working something out.  What is He working out?  He is working something out in your own soul as we submit to the great wisdom of His ways.  

I did not intend to dwell upon creation, but one thing I will say about this chapter is that at the end of where we read, it says, “my delights were with the sons of men”.  The creation is not really what affords pleasure to God, it is not really what affords Him delight.  Those heavenly beings in Revelation speak about God as the Creator and they say, “and for thy will they were, and they have been created”, Rev.4:11.  The creation is all for His will, for the working out of His own mind, but His delights “were with the sons of men”.  Think of God, before time began, purposing to have man in sonship before Him.  That wonderful relationship was in His mind and heart, and in wisdom He established the means to bring it all to pass.  It would not happen according to what is found in nature.  The natural man has his own wisdom, or so he thinks, and tries to work things out for himself.  Paul in writing to the Corinthians brings in the cross, and says that it is the end of the line of natural wisdom.  Where do we see God’s wisdom?  Where do we see it displayed?  We see it in Christ crucified.  The natural man cannot understand that; it is one of the things that is a mystery to him – how the cross can be a means of God securing His thoughts.  Paul wrote, “but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God’s power and God’s wisdom”.  Think of all that was accomplished at the cross.  Paul also wrote, “which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)”, 1 Cor.2:8.  That was as far as the wisdom of the world went.  They did not know what they were doing, but when they crucified the Lord of glory they were fulfilling the means by which God’s power and God’s wisdom should be manifested.  

Think of the power of God being able to relieve men of all that encumbered them and being able to annul the power of the enemy who had risen up against God and enslaved man through the fear of death.  In wonderful power the enemy has been annulled and you see the wisdom of God in that.  The wisdom of God was manifested in that this was achieved through ways of weakness, through ways of outward smallness and humility.  All that God has sought in man was seen at the cross, and in the cross of Jesus, God had the means of securing man for His pleasure eternally.  This was wisdom’s way.  We sang:-

‘And soon this sonship glory –

   Secured in wisdom’s way’.            (Hymn 168)

Wisdom’s way is not the way of man, wisdom’s way is totally foreign to the mind of man.  When Christ was crucified, men in their folly were actually fulfilling God’s own thoughts in relation to His Son because Jesus is now established in glory, established at the right hand of God.  So where do we see wisdom?  We see it in “Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God …”.  In the One who is there at the right hand of God, we see God’s wisdom fully displayed.  We have an object above for our affections, we have been drawn to the Lord Jesus and we have an object for our faith so we have been saved, we are secure, and the Holy Spirit has been given.  Every thought of God has been achieved through the way in which the Lord Jesus has gone in His sufferings, His death, the shedding of His precious blood, His burial, His resurrection and now His present position.  You can say, What wisdom there was in that!  What wonderful wisdom God has manifested. 

In the epistle to the Romans, Paul’s heart goes out to the saints.  The epistle goes over God’s ways with both the Jew and the Gentile; the Jews would have claimed a link with God according to their nationally, but the Gentiles had no such link with God.  In these chapters, Paul shows systematically how God has acted in putting everybody on the same footing.  Every person has been put on the same footing in order that God should show mercy to all, and Paul says, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”.  At least three of the scriptures that we read refer to riches or wealth connected with wisdom.  Wisdom speaks of “durable wealth” in Proverbs 8: “Riches and honour are with me; durable wealth and righteousness”.  Paul’s heart goes out here and he says “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?”.  Who could give counsel to God?  What wisdom has been manifested in the way in which divine love has worked in order that men, whatever kind of men, should have from God the same means of salvation.  Men in their folly think that they can work things out according to their own minds; one of the established tenets of the democratic world is that all men are equal.  But men are not all equal by nature, yet God has put everyone on an equal footing and He says ‘I am going to take you up on the ground you take.  You say all men are equal, so whoever you are, your blessing depends on my sovereign mercy’.  

What wisdom we see in God that He can put every person, man, woman and child, on the same basis and extend mercy to all.  The way is open to all!  I trust most here, perhaps almost everyone here, has known that.  Maybe there is somebody here who has never actually come to that themselves.  Maybe your parents bring you here and you come to the meetings but you have never actually had a change in your own soul, you have never actually committed your heart to the Lord Jesus.  Now is your opportunity!  Do not wait for the gospel preaching tomorrow.  You have not time for that.  God has placed you on the ground where nothing but mercy will save you and you can turn to Him.  “O depth of riches”; how great divine mercy is.  God has operated in that way towards us all.  

But what is wisdom like?  We have spoken about the fact that there is wisdom and it has been manifested and God has in wisdom brought us all onto the same ground.  James tells us that there are certain characteristics of wisdom and the first is that it is pure.  “But the wisdom from above first is pure”.  I take it that “first is pure” means that there is an order here.  There are no mixed motives with divine wisdom.  No, God has made everything clear right from the outset and it is all in keeping with His own thoughts and in keeping with His own nature.  Divine wisdom operates in order that what should be secured should be in keeping with His own nature.  He has put the wise of the earth to shame, made them foolish, but it is all in view of securing what is in keeping with Himself.  His wisdom “first is pure”, it is uncontaminated.  No expediency has been brought in; there is nothing that anyone could suggest is not straightforward.  It is all pure and thus it is becoming to God that He should show wisdom, because that wisdom is like Himself, it is pure.

Then it is peaceful.  God is proclaiming glad tidings of peace to all men and what He is securing is peace.  Solomon’s reign was a reign of peace.  Solomon was the wisest man on earth, and he secured a reign of peace; he could say that “there is neither adversary or evil event”, 1 Kings 5:4.  It says too that every man dwelt “under his vine and under his fig-tree” (1 Kings 4:25); that means they were content, they were not striving for something else; it was peaceful.  That is a feature of the wisdom which is from above.  It is not agitated, it is peaceful.  

Then it is gentle.  How often we are tested by these things.  There is no abrasiveness in divine wisdom, and there is never a need to be abrasive to one another.  We never treat the brethren roughly, there is no need to treat anyone roughly, for the wisdom which is from above is peaceful and gentle.  We are told to “Pursue peace with all” (Heb.12:14) and “let us do good towards all, and specially towards those of the household of faith”, Gal.6:10.  The wisdom which is from above is gentle, it calms the spirit.  Solomon speaks of a soft word: “A soft answer turneth away fury”, Prov.15:1.  This wisdom is gentle, it turns away wrath.  O beloved, how much we need these features!

Then it is “yielding”.  Does that mean it gives way?  No, it does not, but you go as far as you can.  I have often thought about the tabernacle and the way it was set up; it had various coverings.  The brethren will remember that the blue and purple and scarlet curtains were first, then the goats’ skins and then the coverings of rams’ skins dyed red and finally there were the badgers’ skins.  Why were the badgers’ skins on the outside?  Why were these skins there?  Badgers’ skins, as we understand, are very strong and are not easily damaged – they are a type of what resists evil.  But a badger’s skin is also very soft; it is virtually impenetrable but it is soft, it is yielding.  So you yield as far as you can – you do not give up the truth but you are yielding as far as you can be.  That is a feature of the wisdom that is from above.  

Then it is “full of mercy and good fruits”; it is wonderful to think of that.  Divine wisdom is full of mercy, which is like God.  Good fruits go with it; there is that which is secured by the wisdom which is from above.  It is not just mercy alone, it is mercy and good fruits – they are put together.  There is to be an answer resulting from the mercy.  Then this wisdom is unquestioning.  That is a matter which maybe the younger brethren amongst us particularly face.  You know what it is like when you are amongst your colleagues and your friends and they start questioning.  Perhaps they do not believe the Bible; they might say, ‘that is just what Paul said’, or ‘that is just the words of somebody else’.  But it is not, it is the word of God; it is to be received as the word of God.  What comes from above is to be received without question.  It may be proved but you must receive it first.  You remember how the Bereans were “receiving the word with all readiness of mind” and then it adds, “daily searching the scriptures if these things were so”, Acts 17:11.  They received the word first without question.  And this wisdom is also unfeigned, it is genuine.  It is not something that is put on, it is unfeigned.  Beloved, such is the character of the wisdom which is from above.  Are we to see it now?  Are we to see it in operation?  There are those who do, we referred to them in the reading; principalities and authorities in the heavenlies see the all-various wisdom of God in operation (Eph.3:10).  

I turn to Colossians now.  Paul speaks here of “the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge”.  Think of the mystery of God, the way in which God has acted throughout the dispensations, culminating in the great securing by Christ of the assembly, in which are hid all the value, the wealth, the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  The assembly, you might say, is the depository of divine wisdom at the present time.  It will be seen in a coming day.  The Lord will be “wondered at in all that have believed”, 2 Thess.1:10.  What will be seen there will be the result of divine wisdom operating over the dispensations.  Wisdom has produced something which will come out in glorious display and the whole universe will wonder at it.  Some of us may recall meetings in London in 1976 on the mystery of God, and in one of the readings, there was much reference to one of Solomon’s buildings.  You will remember that Solomon built the temple, he built his own house and he built a house for his wife, but he built another house.  It was called “the house of the forest of Lebanon” (1 Kings 7:2), a great house.  It was much bigger than the temple, a very large place, and we are not told very much about it; it is part of the mystery.  But what we are told is that it became a treasure house.  Solomon put the gold in it .  Solomon received gold from far and wide and made shields and targets of gold (1 Kings 10:16,17), and he put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.  It was his kingdom’s treasure house and in the porch of that house was a throne, the throne of judgment.  I do not suppose Solomon understood what all that spoke of.  The temple particularly relates to what God will secure on earth in Israel, but the house of the forest of Lebanon, the great treasure house, relates in type to the mystery of God, including the assembly “in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge”.

Let us value these treasures!  As you read through the book of Chronicles, you will find that Solomon’s son Rehoboam failed, he departed from Jehovah and the king of Egypt came and took away that gold.  Do not let Egypt take away your treasure.  Never let the world come and take away the treasure that you have in the assembly.  It is precious.  Rehoboam had other shields and targets made of bronze (2 Chron.12:10), and he had them paraded before him.  What a mockery of the true thing that was!  The house of the forest of Lebanon was a treasury, one that had been established to keep the wealth of the kingdom.  God has operated in the assembly in which are hid treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Where are these treasures?  Some of them are in this room.  Here are the treasures.  God speaks of those who shall "be unto me a peculiar treasure”, Mal.3:17.  When you see a saint, that is a treasure, and each saint knows something of divine wisdom.  

You might say, ‘I do not feel that I have much wisdom’.  What are you going to do about it?  James says there is an answer: “But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not”.  If you say, ‘I feel that I do not have wisdom’, God does not reproach you for that.  No; James just says, “ask of God” – “if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not”.  There is a resource available to us, beloved.  We have faith given to us, there is what we have in the Holy Spirit.  These are gifts of God, and wisdom is available as a gift from God.  The apostle Paul says that “in the last days difficult times shall be there” (2 Tim.3:1) and those last days have come; we are in these difficult times.  What do you need to get through?  We need faith, we need the Holy Spirit and we need wisdom at all times, beloved.  We are told to “Walk in wisdom towards those without” (Col.4:5), and we also have to exercise wisdom amongst ourselves.  Wisdom is a resource of God and it is freely available to us. 

May the Lord bless the word.

Grangemouth

31 August 2019

Andrew Martin

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 8:17-31 (JND) [17] I love those that love me; and they that seek me early shall find me. [18] Riches and honour are with me; durable wealth and righteousness. [19] My fruit is better than fine gold, yea, than pure gold; and my revenue than choice silver. [20] I walk in the path of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: [21] that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasuries. [22] Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. [23] I was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was. [24] When there were no depths, I was brought forth, when there were no fountains abounding with water. [25] Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth; [26] while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the beginning of the dust of the world. [27] When he prepared the heavens I was there; when he ordained the circle upon the face of the deep; [28] when he established the skies above, when the fountains of the deep became strong; …

1 Corinthians 1:22-31 (JND) [22] Since Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; [24] but to those that [are] called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God's power and God's wisdom. [25] Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. [26] For consider your calling, brethren, that [there are] not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born. [27] But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world, that he may put to shame the strong things; [28] and the ignoble things of the world, and the despised, has God chosen, [and] things that are not, that he may annul the things that are; [29] so that no flesh should boast before God. [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; [31] that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in [the] Lord.

Romans 11:33-36 (JND) [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways! [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor? [35] or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him? [36] For of him, and through him, and for him [are] all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen.

James 3:17-18 (JND) [17] But the wisdom from above first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned. [18] But [the] fruit of righteousness in peace is sown for them that make peace.

James 1:5 (JND) [5] But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him:

Colossians 2:1-3 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge.

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Psalms 19:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands.

Romans 1:20 (JND) [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Romans 1:20 (JND) [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Proverbs 3:19 (JND) [19] Jehovah by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens.

Job 38:37 (JND) [37] Who numbereth the clouds with wisdom? or who poureth out the bottles of the heavens,

Revelation 4:11 (JND) [11] Thou art worthy, O our Lord and [our] God, to receive glory and honour and power; for *thou* hast created all things, and for thy will they were, and they have been created.

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

1 Kings 5:4 (JND) [4] But now Jehovah my God has given me rest on every side: there is neither adversary nor evil event.

1 Kings 4:25 (JND) [25] And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:

Galatians 6:10 (JND) [10] So then, as we have occasion, let us do good towards all, and specially towards those of the household of faith.

Proverbs 15:1 (JND) [1] A soft answer turneth away fury; but a grievous word stirreth up anger.

Proverbs 15:1 (JND) [1] A soft answer turneth away fury; but a grievous word stirreth up anger.

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

1 Kings 7:2 (JND) [2] And he built the house of the forest of Lebanon; its length was a hundred cubits, and its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar-pillars, with cedar-beams upon the pillars;

1 Kings 10:16-17 (JND) [16] And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold, he applied six hundred [shekels] of gold to one target; [17] and three hundred shields of beaten gold, he applied three minas of gold to one shield; and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.

2 Chronicles 12:10 (JND) [10] And king Rehoboam made in their stead shields of bronze, and committed them to the hands of the chief of the couriers who kept the entrance of the king's house.

Malachi 3:17 (JND) [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Colossians 4:5 (JND) [5] Walk in wisdom towards those without, redeeming opportunities.



THE BELIEVER’S AFFECTIONS

Acts 16:25;  Luke 15:24-32;  Daniel 1:8-16

At our reading on Lord’s day afternoon, it impressed me that Christianity is a heart matter.  Our appreciation of it relies on our affections being engaged with God, and I would like to develop this thought, because it is so important that our hearts are engaged with divine Persons and things.  Indeed, if our hearts are not engaged with them, we will be somewhat hollow, but if our hearts are engaged, a whole spiritual world opens up for the believer.

In Acts 16, we see a wonderful set of circumstances.  Paul and Silas had been beaten and were fresh from their beatings, with their stripes and wounds perhaps still raw, and yet there they were, praising God with singing.  That could only have come from their hearts.  How could they, in such circumstances, sing and praise God unless there was affection for God in their hearts that could rise above such circumstances and be able to overcome what was outwardly cruel and no doubt still hurting.  They were able not only to sing, but to praise God with singing.  How wonderful it was that, in such adverse circumstances, the substantiality of their link with the Lord Jesus was maintained in their hearts.  Their affections for divine Persons helped them to rise above the adversity and provide something for God.  The other prisoners would have never heard anything like this before and they would probably never hear anything like it again.  My impression is quite simple.  Paul and Silas had something substantial in their hearts, and believers are given something substantial in their hearts.  In the glad tidings, God appeals to your affections, He appeals to your heart because He wants your heart:

‘If He claims our hearts’ affections

   Unreservèd as His own’            (Hymn 111)

He wants your heart and He has done everything to deal with all that would hinder by the provision of His well-beloved Son, the One in whom He found His delight, that One who died and whose blood was shed, who lay in the grave three days and three nights, who rose from the dead and who ascended.  The Lord Jesus has provided the answer to your needs and my needs, but God wants your affections for Himself.

We have a wonderful gift given to us to enable us to have our hearts set in the right way and that is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Naturally speaking, you can try to do what is right in your own power, but we all know how far short we come – I say that of myself rather than anybody else.  I am sure we have all experienced it to varying degrees.  Even when we try really hard, it does not work out, and that points to the weakness of man, to the weakness of the flesh.  But the gift of the Holy Spirit that we have been given is to help us in our desires, help us in our affections.  Divine Persons support us in doing what is right, not in our own strength or effort, but because we can know that inner strength of a divine Person being in us to support and sustain and encourage the believer.  We know there are many and varied services of the Holy Spirit, but the support of the believer in daily life is a wonderful service.  It is something that we can all not only experience, but draw on not just in times of difficulty but in times of normality as well.  It is not only when things are hard that we need the Spirit, although His power is so valuable when things are hard, but in day to day life we need His power to sustain our affections for divine Persons.

In Daniel, we see a young man who had purpose of heart.  That is more than making your mind up to do what is right.  Purpose of heart in the believer is related to how God feels about things and is related to our links with divine Persons.  Here was a young man, and what an opportunity he had!  Favour had been bestowed upon him; he was in the king’s palace.  All the king’s wonderful food was placed before him, what opportunities lay before him, but Daniel purposed in His heart not to eat it.  Where did he get that from?  He obtained that from his links with his God.  Naturally speaking, he could have said, ‘I am going to enjoy myself and all that is here and I will do the best I can’.  You could understand that, but Daniel was given strength beyond his own strength to do what was right.  He was faithful and God blessed him, and not only that, there was evidence of his blessing.  There was evidence that what he had been feeding on was better than the king’s delicate food, was more substantial.  Here was a young man who was seeking to live in a way that was pleasing to his God. 

We do not read this part of Luke 15 very much; we normally speak about the younger son and all that he did, and how he came to himself and was blessed with forgiveness.  But I wanted to speak about his brother, because you can see quite clearly from this scripture that here was someone who was outwardly committed to serving his father, but whose heart was not in it.  I think that is what you can take from this scripture.  The elder son says in effect, ‘I have never transgressed your commandments, I have lived my life by the letter of the law’, but his heart was not in it, for he did not know his father’s heart.  He resented all that was now taking place in his father’s house and as a consequence of that he missed the blessing, despite being so near.  The younger son had been so far away, but he came back and was brought into nearness again to enjoy a relationship that he had forfeited, the relationship of sonship and to enjoy it in a way he had never enjoyed it before.  But his brother was a man who had never done any of that.  It struck me that sometimes we can spend our lives on the fringe of things, we can be ostensibly going along normally but our hearts are not in it.  Our affections have to be engaged with divine Persons and there is a need with every one of us for our hearts to be in it.  Indeed I would go further, and say that there is always room to deepen in our affections for God.  You never reach a stage where you can say, ‘Now I have achieved that’; there is always room for our hearts to be more and more engaged with our Lord and Saviour, with our heavenly Father, with the Holy Spirit.  

The elder son was there in the environs of the house, but outside the blessing.  You can be so near and yet so far away and that is something to think about.  The dangers of the far country are very obvious, we all know them; they are probably greater now than they were then, but there are other dangers.  You can be nominally engaged with the things of God and to an extent that is what this man represents.  He would probably be seen as an upright person, in contrast to his brother who had gone so far away, but the younger son, because he had come to repentance, was forgiven and entered fully into the joy of his father’s house.  The elder son was not experiencing the joy of the father’s house; it says that he “would not go in” despite his father going out and beseeching him.  It does not say the father came back again, but there is still the appeal, there is still the seeking by the father in this portion of scripture.  I think it is a warning not to be lukewarm, not to be there just on the fringe of things.  The blessings of Christianity are available when our hearts are in it.  

We have been reading in Samuel on Lord’s days and I remember when we read the passage about when David was quite desirous to settle down in a country town (1 Sam.27:5); at that point he had lost heart to some extent.  Our dear brother here often reminds us that David was always recoverable, and how true that is; he was recovered.  There were several times when he waned in his affections and sometimes very seriously, with sad and disastrous consequences.  I do not wish to dwell on that, but David was recoverable, and he was recovered.  I think that is an encouragement, when you find that you are not really in things, and the Father would seek to bring you in.  He wants your heart, He wants your affections, He wants you to enjoy everything that He has in mind for you, and you cannot do that unless your heart is in it.  It is as simple as that.  This requires your affections to be towards God and for your heart to be engaged with Him. 

I felt encouraged to say something about this because you can see the benefits throughout Scripture to those whose hearts were engaged with God’s things, whose hearts were stirred towards divine Persons and lived accordingly, in contrast to the sadness of the elder son who was so near but yet not enjoying the blessing.  May we be encouraged for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Luke 15:24-32 (JND) [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry. [25] And his elder son was in the field; and as, coming [up], he drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And having called one of the servants, he inquired what these things might be. [27] And he said to him, Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well. [28] But he became angry and would not go in. And his father went out and besought him. [29] But he answering said to his father, Behold, so many years I serve thee, and never have I transgressed a commandment of thine; and to me hast thou never given a kid that I might make merry with my friends: [30] but when this thy son, who has devoured thy substance with harlots, is come, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. [31] But he said to him, Child, *thou* art ever with me, and all that is mine is thine. [32] But it was right to make merry and rejoice, because this thy brother was dead and has come to life again, and was lost and has been found.

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

1 Samuel 27:5 (JND) [5] And David said to Achish, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, let them give me a place in some country-town, that I may abide there; for why should thy servant abide in the royal city with thee?



QUIETNESS AND ASSURANCE

Isaiah 57:20,21;  Psalm 72:6-8;  Isaiah 32:15-18

We read these verses in Isaiah 57 in our local reading recently.  This illustration of the wicked being “like the troubled sea, which cannot rest, and whose waters cast up mire and dirt” has stayed with me since.  It is a graphic picture of the waves of the sea which are tossing and turning continuously, a “troubled sea”.  It is not a restful sea, and the consequence of that is this casting up of mire and dirt.  

It was brought back into my mind by the preaching that we listened to yesterday, and how Satan seeks to work and to occupy our thoughts, and the consequence of that is that there is no rest and no peace, as the last verse of this chapter brings out: “There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked”.  I do not seek to dwell on that, but to draw attention by way of contrast to these other passages.  In Psalm 72, what the psalmist brings out in type is that righteousness and peace flourish because of Christ.  This psalm is for, or about, Solomon, as the heading and its footnote indicates.  We can see how in its fulness, the psalm pertains to Christ in a time that is yet to come: “In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon be no more”.  That is the consequence of Christ coming to reign.  And although its primary application is to a day that is yet to come, yet the believer can know something of this now as being occupied with that which is heavenly, as we had before us in the prayer meeting that we have just held.  

Isaiah brings out a similar aspect in chapter 32.  This great chapter again primarily refers to a day to come, but it speaks prophetically about the Holy Spirit as One being “poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.  And judgment shall inhabit the wilderness, and righteousness dwell in the fruitful field.  And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever”.  So “the wicked are like the troubled sea, which cannot rest” – something that continues, and is entirely without God but which is subject to the tossing and turning of the adversary.  Yet what we have brought out in the psalm and in this chapter of Isaiah is that, through the Lord Jesus and through the Holy Spirit, the believer has righteousness and peace which is established and endures.  

This thought is very simple.  Following up from those readings that we had in chapter 57, we can see how everything for the wicked is in this troubled state.  But for the believer, there is the peace, the righteousness and the assurance that comes from the knowledge of the Saviour, our Lord Jesus, and by the enduring power of the Holy Spirit.  May this simple thought encourage us, for the Lord’s name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Isaiah 57:20-21 (JND) [20] But the wicked are like the troubled sea, which cannot rest, and whose waters cast up mire and dirt. [21] There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

Psalms 72:6-8 (JND) [6] He shall come down like rain on the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. [7] In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon be no more. [8] And he shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.

Isaiah 32:15-18 (JND) [15] until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. [16] And judgment shall inhabit the wilderness, and righteousness dwell in the fruitful field. [17] And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever. [18] And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places.

Isaiah 57 (JND) [1] The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from before the evil. [2] He entereth into peace: they rest in their beds, [each one] that hath walked in his uprightness. [3] But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the harlot. …

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …



LIFTING UP OUR EYES

Acts 7:54,55;  2 Kings 6:14-17;  

Genesis 13:14,15;  24:63,64,

These scriptures came to me in the prayer meeting we have just had.  They all refer to ‘looking’, and at least in the first three, the setting was outwardly discouraging and distracting.  We all know and remember in recent years the greater numbers in this locality and in other localities, and we have spoken in prayer about the small localities round about us.  My impression, which I feel the Spirit has brought before me, is that we are to have eyes to see what heaven sees, and I think that these scriptures bring that out.  The picture, if I might speak of it quite simply, is far more encouraging, and results in blessing, if our eyes view things as heaven views them. 

Stephen brings out an individual view; he fixed his eyes upon heaven.  There was something steadfast in him whatever might happen.  “And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him”.  There was violence and anger and hatred, of which the wicked one was the source, expressed against this man.  Stephen was a Jew, and his desire was that the One whom he loved, the Lord Jesus, would come to be loved by God’s chosen people.  Stephen felt, as his Master fully felt, the rejection by His people of their Messiah.  We can go through the history of how the children of Israel again and again rejected the prophets who God had sent to them.  You might say, how sad it was that a man such as Stephen who, through the power of the Holy Spirit, had presented so faithfully and clearly the word of God, had his testimony rejected.  How discouraging that could have been, but Stephen fixed his eyes on heaven.  What does he see?  He sees “the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God”.  No one had had that view before; not even Abraham, Isaac, Jacob or Moses had had that view.  This was a view seen by Stephen; his gaze was filled with Christ and that, beloved, eclipsed all else.  

Whatever we pass through, Christ is to eclipse all else.  Whatever exercises as individuals we pass through, Christ is to eclipse all else.  There is nothing we can pass through here that can compare with the coming day.  Whatever we pass through, or whatever we have to face in the testimony, I believe that God’s purpose is that Christ should eclipse all else for us.  Our eyes are to view Him by faith where He is, set down at God’s right hand.  We were occupied with that at Witney over the weekend, that He sat Himself down “at the right hand of God”, Mark 16:19.  What a Man He is to take up that position, and I have this impression, that there would be a steadfastness in each one who fixes their eye upon heaven.  We get a view of Christ there if we are steadfast in our desire to keep Him before us whatever the circumstances.

The second scripture relates to having eyes to see through prayer.  Again, the background is a scene which is contrary, a scene which is discouraging.  It represents a younger believer, someone new in the faith or perhaps a bit unsure, or perhaps someone who has a desire to fix their eyes upon Jesus, but things around are just too much, the world seems too difficult and the exercises too hard.  Elisha prays.  If we want to have our eyes fixed on Jesus, let us pray.  If we want to see what we know is true, to see in reality that the power that is with us is far more than what is against us, let us pray.  Let us pray that Christ might fill our gaze more, and that we might see the power that He has, whatever is happening in this scene, and whatever the enemy might bring in.  We touched in our prayers on the evil that is coming into the schools and into government and into the world around, how God is being forgotten on every hand, how the truth is being attacked now more overtly.  It may seem too much, it may seem overwhelming.  Beloved, pray, for He who is with us is far greater than the power of the enemy.  I believe that would give us an encouraging view of what God is doing and what He is securing; it cannot fail.

In the third scripture, there are two persons who had been walking together.  Lot was one with whom Abraham had enjoyed company, one who had left Midian where he was brought up and come with him so far.  Lot had come out from Egypt with Abraham, from what speaks of the world; he had in type gone through that exercise.  Abraham had been in Egypt with Lot and they had come out together, come out of the world, and yet now at this point, despite walking together thus far, a separation comes in.  Lot now found the world attractive, and he saw the plains, which speak of this world, and he desired that, and so he went his own way.  It says, “after that Lot had separated himself from him”; how discouraging that would be for Abraham, and how God would feel it.  What is to be done?  This time God speaks to Abraham.  Listen to God: “Lift up now thine eyes …”.  Beloved, remaining faithful to what God has given gives Him a basis to bless, gives Him a basis to bless you with all that He has in mind,  I remember in meetings a couple of years ago in this place, the brother who was ministering to us said, ‘If you obey God, He has the basis to bless you.  If you do not, He will still look after you, but if you obey Him, and subject yourself to His truth, He has the basis to bless you’.  This is what we find worked out here.  God said to Abraham, “look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land that thou seest will I give to thee”.  We spoke about it recently – in the place where Christ is, we can know the length and breadth and depth and height.  We can have an appreciation of the fulness of what God has in mind.  If we are with Christ and are obedient to His truth, then we are in the very centre of what God has in mind for every believer, and we can fully appreciate the length and breadth and depth and height. 

Genesis 24 is not a discouraging scene, it is one of great encouragement.  As the brethren know well, Rebecca is a type of the assembly and Isaac is a type of Christ.  The assembly as looking for and expectant of the Lord’s coming again is represented by Rebecca as she “lifted up her eyes” and saw that Isaac was coming.  I noticed it for the first time while I read it that it says first that Isaac lifted his eyes up and saw the camels coming.  Surely the Lord Jesus sees the bride before the bride sees Him.  But I did not have that so much in mind, rather that Rebecca lifted up her eyes “and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel”.  The assembly’s view is the coming of Christ and there is no suggestion that she is not looking.  You see it in Revelation; the Spirit says “Come” and the bride says “Come” (Rev.22:17).  She is always looking, she is expecting her Lord to come.  We form part of that wonderful vessel that answers to His heart, and even now in this time when things seem so small publicly, she is still looking.  The Lord sees her as one that answers to His heart and His desire is to have her for Himself.  The Spirit who is with her in this waiting time maintains her and speaks to her of Christ, awaiting that wonderful day when Christ and His whole assembly will be united together.

Beloved, these things are encouraging.  Let us look up, look to where Christ is.  Pray to have eyes to see; listen to the voice of God, and have a sense of being part of that wondrous vessel that answers to the heart of Christ.  It is all linked to our looking above, fixing our eyes upon the Man in heaven.  Let this be our portion, for the Lord’s name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Acts 7:54-55 (JND) [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,

2 Kings 6:14-17 (JND) [14] And he sent thither horses and chariots, and a great host, and they came by night and surrounded the city. [15] And when the attendant of the man of God rose early and went forth, behold, an army surrounded the city, with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? [16] And he said, Fear not, for they that are with us are more than they that are with them. [17] And Elisha prayed and said, Jehovah, I pray thee, open his eyes that he may see. And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

Genesis 13:14-15 (JND) [14] And Jehovah said to Abram, after that Lot had separated himself from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward; [15] for all the land that thou seest will I give to thee, and to thy seed for ever.

Genesis 24:63-64 (JND) [63] And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming. [64] And Rebecca lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel.

Mark 16:19 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God.

Mark 16:19 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



JESUS LIFTING UP HIS EYES

John 16:33; 17:1

It will be obvious that what I have to say is consequent upon what our brother has just been saying as to lifting up our eyes.  I do not want to detract one iota from any of it, particularly from what was said so positively about Christ and the assembly.  But I just felt, beloved, that I would like to read these two verses as to the Lord Jesus Himself lifting up His eyes to heaven, a Man on earth lifting up His eyes to heaven and saying “Father”.  

I read the last verse of chapter 16.  It comes in the setting of chapter 13 and after what Jesus had said in chapters 14, 15, 16.  He was leaving all this with His disciples.  He knew what their feelings of sorrow would be.  He had reassured them all the way through their time with Him, giving them that which was so positive, leading them through, but knowing their feelings.  He had twice said, “Let not your heart be troubled”, John 14:1,27.  And now in this setting, He says, “In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world”; but before that He says, “These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace”.

The Lord Jesus knew fully what lay before the disciples, and He also knew what lay before Him, yet in the midst of that, having said all that He had to say to them, we get another reference to what our brother has been mentioning as to lifting up the eyes.  The Lord Jesus is our great Model and He is unique in what He does here, unique in His prayer that follows.  There is no prayer in scripture like this prayer of the Lord Jesus, presented here in all His glory.  There are other prayers of the Lord Jesus which of course have their own fulness; “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  But in this prayer, what a Model He is, a Model beyond us, and what does He say?  He does speak about the preservation of His own, their sanctification, and so on, but having lifted up His eyes to heaven, the first thing He refers to is , “Father, the hour is come”.  It would relate to what He was about to go through, for He says, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it” (v.4).  “Father, the hour is come” – all would be accomplished, and then He says, “glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee”.  

So, beloved, I would leave this word, just to add to what our brother said.  He has given us illustrations of one and another, persons of like passions to ourselves, who lifted up their eyes, and we are to remember this example also of the Lord Jesus Himself doing so.  May it be to His glory.  Amen
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Scripture references

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

John 17:1 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee;

John 14:1-27 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.
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