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STABILITY


2 Timothy 2:1,14-26;  Revelation 3:7-13

We were occupied in the reading with what is stable.  What a need there is for stability!  At Ephesus, things were in pristine conditions in the assembly there.  It is obvious that these conditions are not existent now; breakdown has come in.  Yet it is wonderful to consider that Paul was writing this epistle to Timothy from the standpoint of the purpose of God.  He begins it by calling himself “Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God’s will, according to promise of life, the life which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Tim.1:1.  All in Asia had left him, the truth in relation to the heavenly ministry and the assembly had been given up even at that early moment in the dispensation.  Was Paul despondent?  He is relating himself here to the purpose of God, he is breathing the atmosphere of heaven.  In verse 9 of the first chapter, he speaks of “God; who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages of time”.  In the first epistle, Paul had related himself to the Saviour God; he was moving out in largeness of heart towards all men, and of course that is not given up in any way.  In the second epistle, breakdown had come in, what had been committed into the hands of men had been given up and failure had come in.  But one thing stands; the purpose of God has not changed, it is an unbroken chain.  From the divine side there is no difference, nothing has changed.  God does not have to begin again or alter anything; God has provided everything.

Paul writes “be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”.  The first thirteen verses relate to what is in Christ, and the second thirteen speak of what is in the Lord, and of the Lord.  On one side it is privilege, and on the other side, responsibility.  I would like to speak about responsibility in relation to stability: “the firm foundation of God stands”.  Has it changed?  It has not changed.  Will it change?  No, it will not change; “the firm foundation of God stands”.  Some of us were reminded recently about the hammer of infidelity being broken on the anvil of the truth.  Perhaps an easier analogy for the younger ones to understand is when you go to the shore on a stormy day, and see the waves coming in.  It is like the raging waves of infidelity being dashed to spray on the rock of the truth.  O beloved brethren, there is what stands in all its greatness; “the firm foundation of God stands”.  Man has tried, the enemy has tried, to shake it, but “the firm foundation of God stands”; it is not even shaken.  How wonderful that is.  It has this seal; “The Lord knows those that are his”.  How many believers are there in Dundee?  We cannot possibly know that, but the Lord knows!  I trust everyone here in this room is a believer, I trust that you are the Lord’s; “The Lord knows those that are his”.  

It may be that other persons in this room think that you are the Lord’s, but you are not.  I am not seeking to bring doubts into anyone’s mind, but the time is urgent; there is no time to be lost.  God in His grace and in His goodness wants you to come to the Lord, He wants you to be saved for time and for eternity.  What a work has been accomplished on the cross at Calvary, that all men may come into blessing.  God desires that all men should be saved.  Are you saved?  Are you the Lord’s?  “The Lord knows those that are his”.  If there is anyone in this room who has not yet put his or her faith and trust in the Lord, I would desire, indeed all here would desire, that you would do so.  Do not leave it for another moment because you may not have another moment.  There are many here who are accustomed to going to school.  In schools, there are occasional scuffles; these things happen every day.  There is a court case in Aberdeen now because there was a scuffle, and one of the boys had a knife and he ended up killing the other boy.  Think of the awfulness of it.  I do not suppose that young lad knew initially what had happened; he died very quickly.  There are those in this hall who are that age.  What about you, dear friend; is your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus?  There is not a moment to be lost.  “The Lord knows those that are his”; how wonderful that we can leave that with the Lord.  But what about you?  Do not wait for another moment, have to do with the Lord Jesus where you are in your seat.

We cannot possibly know every believer, but I read something recently that was very interesting.  In the early days, everyone would have known who a believer was; “the Lord added to the assembly daily those that were to be saved”, Acts 2:47.  Everyone would have known who was a believer and who was not.  It is not like that today, but we leave that with the Lord; it is an evidence of the breakdown, but there is a way through – a door has been opened.  “The Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”; that is the door which has been opened.  How wonderful it is that God, in His grace and in His goodness, has provided a way through.  We are often reminded of this scripture being the believer’s charter in a broken day.  “Let every one who names the name of the Lord”; that is what we profess to do.  What does the Lord mean to us, to me?  The Lord has died for me, but is He everything to me?  He will be Lord of all, He will come to reign, everything will be subject to Him.  There will be no doubt in that day, but what about now?  What about my life – is He Lord over all to me?  “Let every one who names the name of the Lord” is individual, it comes to us as individuals and that is what we profess.  But then, am I consistent with what I profess, because we cannot go on with iniquity; “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”.  If I am going on with what is iniquitous, I am attaching the name of the Lord to that, and that brings dishonour to the Lord.  If I love the Lord, the last thing I would want to do is to bring dishonour to His name.  Does love for the Lord govern us?  Is He Lord?  That means that I recognise His authority.  It is not just a matter of knowing Jesus as Saviour, blessed and necessary as that is, but owning Him as Lord means that I recognise that He has rights over me, rights in relation to my whole life.  If I am naming the Lord, I am speaking of the Lord as my Saviour.

You might ask, what is iniquity?  Iniquity is bringing man’s mind into God’s things; that is iniquitous, that cannot be allowed.  May we have love for the Lord, recognise what is due to Him and what His rights are, and recognise the honour that is due to Him so that we withdraw from iniquity, we leave things that we cannot go on with.  You may say, There are true believers there.  Yes, there are true believers, but “The Lord knows those that are his”; we leave that with the Lord.  Paul uses this illustration of a great house.  That is what Christendom has become.  There are vessels in it, “gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.  If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour”.  It is incumbent upon us to understand that there are things that we cannot go on with.  We are not talking about a man being “taken in some fault” (Gal.6:1); that is not exactly what we have here.  This is in relation to the mind of man in the things of God.  We cannot put Christendom right, we leave that.  It is like the parable of the man who was an enemy and planted the darnel (Matt.13:24-30).  It is not that we think ourselves better than anyone else; that would not be right at all, but it is incumbent upon us to be true to the Lord if we are to prove stability and know the Lord’s presence.

These are very solemn matters, but I believe that they lead into what is Philadelphian.  Those in Ephesus had left their first love (Rev.2:4); I think Philadelphia’s crown would be first love.  But here in Timothy, we are seen moving as individuals.  Perhaps you say, I have never gone anywhere else, but we need to know why we are where we are.  Does love for the Lord govern us?  Does love for the truth and love for the Scriptures govern us and govern our walk.  All in Asia had left Paul; they had given up what was heavenly.  Do all the Scriptures still apply today?  Of course they do; “the firm foundation of God stands”.  As we love the Lord and we love the truth, I believe that we would be helped to be on these lines, “sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”.  Think of being serviceable to the Lord; the Lord delights in that.  “But youthful lusts flee”; there are certain things we need to leave behind.  You might think that it is when you are young that you know what these things are, but it does not change as you get any older; “youthful lusts flee”.  Get away from them; you need to be moving in self-judgment.  

Then Paul writes “But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”.  There are four things that we are to pursue.  I suppose that is why these four things are all put together with no ‘and’ between them.  Righteousness is put first.  We need to pursue righteousness; that is the leader.  What a wonderful thing it is to pursue it; how active we have to be in relation to pursuing righteousness, faith, love, peace.  It is not that you reach it and stop, but you are pursuing it; it is a line that you are on, you are doing it energetically and righteousness comes first.  God is a righteous God and in all that is due to Him, beloved brethren, may we do what is right in every matter, may we be pursuing righteousness.  This is firstly individual, but then it becomes collective, “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”.  We may have to be prepared to go on alone, but then how wonderful it is that the Lord provides others.  You are not alone, it is “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart” that you are pursuing righteousness, and you are pursuing faith, and you are pursuing love.  How wonderful it is to have love, but it is not love at the expense of righteousness, and it is not righteousness without love.  If we pursue righteousness without love, we would become like the Pharisees and things would just become legal.  But we are pursuing “righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”.  Our faith is active.  We need faith for every day, we need faith for every moment of our lives, so that we are moving in faith.  Abraham moved in faith.  We are pursuing that line; that means that we are maintained in dependence.  How wonderful it is to be pursuing righteousness, pursuing faith in dependence, and pursuing love – love is wonderful.  Then there is peace.  The Lord does not cause agitation; any agitation we may feel is not caused by the Lord.  There is what we enjoy together, and it is on these lines.  These four things are put together, so that matters are settled as we are pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace.  

Things are difficult; “in the last days difficult times shall be there”, 2 Tim.3:1.  How evident that is, but we are to be on this positive line of pursuing “righteousness, faith, love, peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”.  How encouraging it is to have brethren with whom we are able to walk; it is a divine provision.  How much we are to value the work of God in one another.  May we be helped not to do things in a legal way, but to consider for the Lord, in love for the Lord.  That is what is motivating us.  Think of all that the Lord has done for us.  May we be helped in considering for Him in our pathway here.  What wonderful stability there is in moving on these lines, because it really opens the door to what is Philadelphian.  Philadelphia is not a position but a condition.  It is known if it is known, and the way into it in our day is by way of 2 Timothy 2.

The Lord presents Himself in Revelation 3 as “the holy, the true”; it is what He is in Himself.  These brethren in Philadelphia would have appreciated what being holy and true was, because I think in measure they would be characteristically that.  How important it is to see what the Lord has done.  He has opened the door; “he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”.  He says “I know thy works”; He does not say what the works are.  In relation to other assemblies, He speaks about their works, but He does not speak about the Philadelphian works.  He goes on to say “I have set before thee an opened door”.  Have we gone through that door?  Do you know what it is to go through that door which has been opened and which no one can shut?  There are three reasons given, because “thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  

The Lord gives these reasons; the first is “thou hast a little power”.  Where does that power come from?  It comes from the Spirit, and it also comes from the recognition of the rights of Christ.  It comes from recognising Him as Lord, owning His lordship, being under His authority and sway; that is where the power comes from.  Then “thou hast … kept my word”.  Think of what the Lord would say.  He would bring in touches of His love; that would affect our hearts so that we would be governed by it.  There is what the Lord says as set out for us in Scripture, and then there is His current speaking.  Do we know His current speaking?  As we hear His current voice, do we answer to it?  If we are answering to it then that is a reason, “because thou hast … kept my word”.  They were keeping His word.  What is the Lord saying to me today – am I going to keep that?  Then, “hast not denied my name”.  Those of Philadelphia were not denying the name of the Lord, they were naming “the name of the Lord”.  That is our profession; not denying it, but being true to it.  Are you true to the name of the Lord?  The name implies that He is not here, He is absent.  If the Lord came into this room corporeally, everyone would answer to Him; there would be no doubt about that.  The whole world is going to recognise Him as Lord in a day to come.  In the present time He is not here, He is absent, but His name is here and they were not denying His name.  May we hold on to these things.  What stability they bring, what stability the Lord brings, what stability His word brings.  The Lord does not bring in agitation.  His word would help in relation to what does bring in agitation.  Beloved brethren, His word, His current speaking is available; what stability that brings.  The Lord commends them; “thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  

He says that they of the synagogue of Satan “shall know that I have loved thee”, and “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial”.  Think of the Lord’s love for the assembly.  It is not partial; the Lord loves the assembly and has delivered Himself up for it.  What love the Lord displays in “the washing of water by the word”, Eph.5:26.  He brings all that is necessary for His assembly.  He will present her to Himself, so she will be preserved; “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”.  Those in Ephesus had left their first love (Rev.2:4); Christ did not have the supreme place in their affections that He had once had.  “First” does not relate to time, it relates to quality.  How wonderful it is to consider that in days of breakdown, there is what is first in quality.  To think of it otherwise would suggest that the Spirit has failed in His service and that what is of God has completely broken down.  But there is an unbroken chain that goes all the way through.  Beloved brethren, let us see it.  Let us cleave to what is true, and be helped in relation to the Lord’s word at the present time so that His presence may be known.  

The service of God was spoken of in the reading.  How confirming it is that the Lord comes in and makes Himself known.  The Lord delights to come to where there are conditions provided.  That is a word to the one who overcomes; “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God”.  We would often think of a pillar as representing stability.  What wonderful stability there is in those who overcome in Philadelphia.  You may ask why overcoming is needed in Philadelphia.  It is one thing to reach what is for God’s pleasure, but it needs to be maintained.  There is only one way in which it can be maintained, and that is in the power of the Spirit and proving the headship and owning the lordship of Christ.  That is the only way in which what is for God’s pleasure can be maintained.  

Then, “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God”.  The footnote tells us that it is the inner shrine (note ‘a’); you are brought right in.  Do we know what it is to be brought in?  Perhaps we experience now what it is to go in, and what it is to come out, but there is a time coming when we will go in and will “go no more at all out”.  That is a wonderful matter; how blessed it will be!  The Lord is saying “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God”; what stability!  The one who overcomes in Philadelphia is a very stable person; “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”.  He is not only stable but he is impressionable and he can be adorned.

What is described here will not only come out in a future day, it is seen now in what is being formed in all the stability of the purpose of God.  “He that overcomes him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God”.  Think of the revelation of God being written upon the believer.  What wonderful stability there is in the way in which God has made Himself known, revealed Himself.  “I will write upon him … the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem”.  Think of what the assembly is to Christ, and what the assembly is to God.  What is written upon the one who overcomes is glorious and expresses stability.  This does not make those who overcome stable, they are stable, and these things are written upon them.  They will be displayed, but this writing is taking place now as those who overcome are formed in these wonderful things that are put upon the believer, put upon those who overcome; “the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”.  That is not a different name, I think it relates to the headship of Christ.  Think of what is always fresh coming from Christ where He is, a glorified, ascended Man, Head of the body and all that flows from Him.  Christ is writing; He is writing “my new name” on the one who overcomes.  Every impulse is being put there.  

These things are very attractive.  You may say that the way into them sounds very difficult.  Persons may be choosing easier paths; all in Asia forsook Paul (2 Tim.1:15).  The greatest of truths, the truth in relation to the assembly, were committed to Paul.  How wonderful they are, how stabilising they are.  May we hold on to them, may we cleave to the purpose of God.  That is what we need to do if we are to be stable amid what is unstable and will quickly end.  We need to hold fast to what is true and right.  We need to cleave to the purpose of God and then we come out and we can be adorned; Christ can write upon us.  What stability there is in these things.  May we be helped and encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Address at Dundee

5 March 2016

B.W. Lovie

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:1-26 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits. [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things. [8] Remember Jesus Christ raised from among [the] dead, of [the] seed of David, according to my glad tidings, [9] in which I suffer even unto bonds as an evil-doer: but the word of God is not bound. [10] For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that *they* also may obtain the salvation which [is] in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. [11] The word [is] faithful; for if we have died together with [him], we shall also live together; [12] if we endure, we shall also reign together; if we deny, *he* also will deny us; …

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

2 Timothy 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus,

Acts 2:47 (JND) [47] praising God, and having favour with all the people; and the Lord added [to the assembly] daily those that were to be saved.

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.

Matthew 13:24-30 (JND) [24] Another parable set he before them, saying, The kingdom of the heavens has become like a man sowing good seed in his field; [25] but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat, and went away. [26] But when the blade shot up and produced fruit, then appeared the darnel also. [27] And the bondmen of the householder came up and said to him, Sir, hast thou not sown good seed in thy field? whence then has it darnel? [28] And he said to them, A man [that is] an enemy has done this. And the bondmen said to him, Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it [up]? [29] But he said, No; lest [in] gathering the darnel ye should root up the wheat with it. [30] Suffer both to grow together unto the harvest, and in time of the harvest I will say to the harvestmen, Gather first the darnel, and bind it into bundles to burn it; but the wheat bring together into my granary.

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Ephesians 5:26 (JND) [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word,

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.



UNITY AND DIVERSITY


1 Corinthians 12:4-14

The rest of the chapter I am sure is familiar and would be in mind, even if we do not read it all, but the important thought running throughout it is that of unity.  How important that is!  It is to reflect God, the unity of God Himself; “God is one”, 1 Tim.2:5.  It is not simply that there is one God – that is true, that is elementary; we get that in the Old Testament – but “God is one” is a further thought.  There are three Persons, as we know, it is fatal to deny that, but the oneness of God is also of great importance, and we should be exercised never to lose sight of it, nor to lose sight of the effects in testimony of the knowledge of God as One.

This scripture has been misused by some, as we may know.  They talk about ‘unity in diversity’, or ‘diversity in unity’, as if believers were justified in forming organisations according to their own ideas, and arranging what they consider to be ‘non-essential’ matters in whatever way they please.  Amidst all that diversity, they say there is still unity in what is ‘essential’; this would tend to credit them with holding the truth of one body and one Spirit, and yet allow them to please themselves in the working out of it.  That is far from the real truth as brought out in this chapter, where the diversities or distinctions that Paul speaks of all arise from the same Lord and the same Spirit and the same God.  The effect of the variety, or diversity, is to lead to a greater understanding among the saints of the unity that is attributable to the origin of spiritual manifestations.  The chapter begins that way: “But concerning spiritual manifestations, brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant”, 1 Cor.12:1.  The Corinthians evidently were ignorant on that point.  They used the gifts to distinguish themselves and to bring in division, or disunity at least, to bring in personal followings of leaders or teachers that each party preferred; “I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas …”, 1 Cor.1:12.  That was the feature that was at work in Corinth and is liable to come in anywhere at any time if we are not watchful.

We should always be concerned if there are among us divergences of thought about certain fundamental matters, including separation from iniquity, the responsibilities of fellowship, and matters connected with those things.  There may be those who are going on outwardly together but have thoughts that would lead them in different directions.  We need to examine ourselves whether we have any part in that or not, because if such things are not adjusted we can expect them to lead to painful division or scattering.

It is partly with that in mind that one felt it would be profitable to draw attention to this scripture, which shows how the variety, or diversity, is not intended to draw saints apart from one another or to follow leaders or anything of that sort, but to strengthen the unity that there is, and to bring it about that the saints in their testimony reflect the unity of the Godhead, and the many-sided, or “all-various” (that is the scriptural word) “wisdom of God” (Eph.3:10), which is to be made known not only to the saints, but also even in the present time to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies.

What an extraordinary thing it is when one thinks of it, that in spite of the disunity and ruin that marks the assembly publicly, yet even at the present time there is to be wisdom of God made known through the assembly: “now”, as it says in Ephesians 3 verse 10, not awaiting the world to come.  There will be unity and other results of God’s wisdom seen then in a much clearer way, but even now the wisdom of God is to be made known; “manifold wisdom”, as it says in the Authorized Version, or “all-various wisdom”, as Mr Darby puts it.  But that is not made known in saints all going off in different directions.  It is made known by what God does; what He does by His word, by ministry in the various forms that we read of in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4 – “the word of wisdom”, “the word of knowledge”, “prophecy”, the preaching of the gospel, teaching and shepherding.  All these things are different aspects of the work of the one God, the one Lord and the one Spirit, and are to be seen working together in the same way as the members of the natural body work together in unity.  We have not read much of that part of 1 Corinthians 12, beginning at verse 12, but I am sure we are all well aware of it – that the members of the natural body do not have to consult with one another about what each one is going to do, because they are all directed by the one head.  They co-ordinate perfectly when the body is functioning normally, and they bring out the unity to which they belong, as well as the variety between them.

So in contemplating these things and praying for help about them, may we be led to give more place to the unity of the Spirit and to hold fast the one Head, so that we may all be enabled to move together in harmony according to the will of God, and to bring out in testimony the unity of the Godhead, the unity of the assembly, and the unity of the work of God as it is to be brought about in His people, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Colchester

B.E. Surtees

24 October 2016

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12:4-14 (JND) [4] But there are distinctions of gifts, but the same Spirit; [5] and there are distinctions of services, and the same Lord; [6] and there are distinctions of operations, but the same God who operates all things in all. [7] But to each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for profit. [8] For to one, by the Spirit, is given [the] word of wisdom; and to another [the] word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; [9] and to a different one faith, in [the power of] the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healing in [the power of] the same Spirit; [10] and to another operations of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; and to a different one kinds of tongues; and to another interpretation of tongues. [11] But all these things operates the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each in particular according as he pleases. [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. [14] For also the body is not one member but many.

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

1 Corinthians 12:1 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant.

1 Corinthians 1:12 (JND) [12] But I speak of this, that each of you says, *I* am of Paul, and *I* of Apollos, and *I* of Cephas, and *I* of Christ.

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …



THE CHRISTIAN CIRCLE


Matthew 28:1-10,16-20;  John 20:19-23;  Acts 4:23-31 

I would like with the Lord’s help, dear brethren, to say a simple word about the characteristics that mark the Christian circle.  It is a provision that God has made for us in a provisional setting and it is very precious.  We are quite accustomed to think of this circle in which we can enjoy the most precious things and where we have the support of one another.  I know that in my working days, after a day in the company of godless people, it was very refreshing to come into a company that was your own; and that remains.  But I would also like to draw attention to other things that should mark the Christian circle.

In the verses we have read in Matthew’s gospel, we see the importance of recognising the authority of God’s word.  Firstly, he said through the angel to these two women, “he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him.  Behold, I have told you”.  There is authority in that word, and a recognition of that authority is a characteristic of the Christian circle.  You might not think of this scripture immediately in relation to this subject, but you can see that there was something that had been formed and there were persons who were ready to get the gain of it as they took up a position of reproach in Galilee.  

It is a wonderful chapter; we get some sense of the power of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from among the dead.  It says “there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it”.  That verse reminds me of a verse in Psalm 2 which says “He that dwelleth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision” (v.4).  Men did their best to make sure that the tomb was sealed, but one angel came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  The guards became as dead men in fear of this angel, but there were two women there who loved the Lord and they were seeking Him.  They would not find Him among the dead.  The angel assures them when he says; “Fear not ye, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one”.  I remember being impressed some five or six years ago, when a prominent religious dignitary visited this country and persons lined the streets with adulation, that it was a far cry from “Jesus the crucified one”.  In this world, His position has not changed publicly, He is still the rejected One.  But on that resurrection morning, the voice of the angel assured these two women, telling them not to fear, because although they sought “Jesus the crucified one”, the angel said “He is not here, for he is risen, as he said.  Come, see the place where the Lord lay”.  

What a complete and total victory over death it was by the One who could not be held by its power, because it had no claim upon Him!   But He went into death and was three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt.12:40) on your account and mine!  The angel had a word for these two women; he said “And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him”.  If they wanted His presence, that is where they had to go.  Although Luke does, Matthew makes nothing of Jerusalem.  His is a gospel, the assembly gospel, in which things are in small conditions and if the women had stayed in Jerusalem, they would not have had the benefit of the divine presence.  “Behold, I have told you”.  

That is what I would like to emphasise, dear brethren, that there was authority in the word of the angel; there are no ifs or buts about it.  “Behold, I have told you”; the recognition of the authority of those words is something that characterises the Christian circle.  The women went, and they had confirmation as they went because Jesus appeared to them.  They recognised the authority of the word of the angel and then Jesus came in confirmation on their way.  He appeared to them; what an assurance that would have been to them!  “And as they went to bring his disciples word, behold also, Jesus met them, saying, Hail!”.  That is a salutation of respect for persons who were seeking Jesus the crucified One, and they did Him homage.  That was fitting for the One who had broken the power of death and who was now a glorious living Man; nobody else could have done that.  Then Jesus says to them “Fear not”; it is a repeat of what the angel had said.  This was a hostile scene, but the Lord in His love assured them.  “Fear not; go bring word to my brethren”.  You will notice the change from disciples in verse 9 to brethren in verse 10.  His calling them brethren is far more intimate and affectionate; “go, bring word to my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there they shall see me”.  That was the word that reached the disciples and they were obedient to that word; “the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the mountain which Jesus had appointed them”.

We were dwelling in the reading a little on the word of God being the seed and how we receive it.  These persons received the word and acted upon it and therefore they had the wonderful experience of the divine presence in a difficult scene.  They did Jesus homage but it says “some doubted”; they were at a loss to know what to think.  Have you ever doubted?  I have.  You know, dear brethren, there is One, Jesus, who has His hand on the helm.  That hand is not yours or mine, it is His!  He does not take up the thought of “some doubted”, He goes on, and what He does say next would be an assurance to those that doubted.  He goes on to say “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”.  He is the One in whom there is no possibility of defeat.  What an assurance that would have been to these disciples in these harassing times!  They had nothing to fear; “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”.  “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3:35, and they are safe hands.  May our faith in the Lord Jesus be strengthened as we read these scriptures together.  He says to them “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” – that is a testing thing, for you cannot make disciples unless you are a disciple yourself, one who is a follower of Jesus, one who is a lover of Jesus – “baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”.  

That is the light in which God has revealed Himself in Christianity and all the power and support of that was available to these persons.  Why?  Because they identified themselves with Jesus in reproach in Galilee.  “And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”.  What a comfort that is; no day is missing!  We have good days and we have bad days, but there is no change with Him; “behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”.  For us, that will be when the Lord comes and takes us to be with Himself.  In Matthew’s gospel, the ascension is not spoken of, but it is in line with the way that Matthew presents Him as Emmanuel, God with us (Matt.1:23).  All the light of Christianity, as God has been made known in the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, is there for our support; “behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”.  I trust that these few thoughts may encourage us because we are in difficult days, we are in days of exercise, days that may bring in doubt, but be assured that there is One to whom all power has been given in heaven and upon earth.

In John’s gospel, the aspect of the Christian circle which I would like to draw from is that there was an administration set up which was intended to, and did, rightly represent the Lord Jesus.  That is another characteristic which I would suggest is of the Christian circle, that we rightly represent the Lord Jesus.  This is more the inside position.  Matthew was the public position where there were trials and difficulties, but one provision we have, dear brethren, in the waiting time is that each Lord’s day while we are left here, we come to the Supper to remember the One whom we love, and we show our allegiance to Him in the scene where He was crucified.  He went out bearing the ignominy and shame of the cross.  Now these persons were together in a scene of opposition; the doors were shut through fear of the Jews.  There was religious opposition which had had its full part in putting Jesus on the cross and the doors were shut through fear of that element, but Jesus saw them there and He came to the disciples where they were.  Is that not what we will look for tomorrow?  What a strengthening thing that is!  What a provision the Lord’s supper is, and the service of God which flows from it.  That is something which is proper to the Christian circle; “Jesus came and stood in the midst”.  It is only Him who could come in that way.  The place in the midst is only His, it is no one else’s, and He is surrounded by those who love Him.  His place is in the centre.  Unless the Lord Jesus is the centre, the circle will not subsist.  The Lord Jesus must be the centre and He says to them “Peace be to you”.  Think of what those words would have meant to those disciples surrounded by opposition, the doors shut through fear of the Jews.  He says “Peace be to you”.  He set them at ease, gave them comfort.  

I believe that the Lord gives us that sense of comfort as He comes in at the Supper, coming from the wilderness, as we have been taught, completely conversant with the pressures of the wilderness, and He says “Peace be to you”.  The Lord would transport us into His own realm where He is supreme, where everything takes character from Him.  “The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord”.  It was the Person; they rejoiced in seeing the Lord, the One in resurrection, the One who was alive to die no more.  He is the One who was available to them in the Spirit’s day in which we are, a Man in heaven.  And there is now a divine Person here, the Holy Spirit, leading us to the ascended Man in order that we might know something of the experience of true Christianity in its living character.  “And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side”; He reminded them of His sufferings.  Do not let us ever forget the depth of suffering that the Lord Jesus has gone into in order that we might come into the very best, that we might have our part in the Christian circle.  

Then He said again “Peace be to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you”.  There was an administration to be set up under His hand which would be marked by His Spirit.  It brings out the confidence that the Lord Jesus had in these disciples.  He said “whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained”; He had complete confidence in them.  You notice that remittance comes first; remittance is in accord with the dispensation of grace in which we are, and then there is the retaining, showing that there are circumstances in which, sadly, things might have to be retained.  I came across a remark by Mr Taylor, in which he said ‘No one, in the spirit of Christ, will retain a sin against any, until all possible means have been used to bring about conviction and self-judgment’1.  It is rightly representing the Lord, and that is a responsibility on us, dear brethren, that we might in all things represent Him.  That is a mark of the Christian circle.

Lastly in Acts 4, you will notice that it was a scene of persecution and opposition.  How the disciples turned Jerusalem upside down by speaking boldly in the name of Jesus, the One of whom it had been said “We will not that this man should reign over us” (Luke 19:14), and “When will he die, and his name perish?”, Ps.41:5.  There they were in Jerusalem days after the crucifixion, and the Holy Spirit came upon them.  Their preaching boldly in that Name brought out persecution, and an attempt to silence Peter and John, but they said “God must be obeyed rather than men”, Acts 5:29.  When they were let go, they came to their own company; that is the Christian circle.  

What I would like to draw attention to in this scripture is that the Christian circle is a place which is used for the support of the testimony.  They reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them; they had returned to a circle that was sympathetic and the brethren heard it and “they … lifted up their voice with one accord to God”.  We sometimes hear it said, ‘All that we can do is pray’, and I know what we mean by that, but prayer is a very great outlet, beloved brethren.  May we have more faith in the God to whom we pray, that He is able to do everything.  Nothing is impossible with Him; all power has been committed into the hands of the Lord Jesus.  There is no need to doubt, things are in His hands!  The company gets the impression here of the greatness of the God whom they know, the One who created the heavens and the earth.  

But there was this force that was marshalled against “thy holy servant Jesus”.  Those forces are marshalled against Him today and against anyone who would seek to be identified with Him faithfully in the scene of His absence and rejection.  The result was that they went out and spoke with boldness, speaking the word, and the result of that was that when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook.  It has been suggested that that was a friendly shake.  It was not to unsettle them, it was a shake of approval and the saints had divine support, as gathered together.  In the midst of such a position, “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness”.  

I have been impressed by how often that expression is used in the Acts – certain persons being filled with the Holy Spirit as if there was room for nothing else.  I do not know what I could say about that but it is something that may exercise us all.  As we said in the reading, it is important to make room for the Holy Spirit, firstly in your own soul, and then in the environment where you may be responsible, both in your house, and then in your local company, so that you are a vessel or vehicle in which the Holy Spirit can express His thoughts for the edification of those that may be present.  They “spoke the word of God with boldness”.  This gives us an impression that the Christian circle is used in support of the testimony.  

I trust we may be widened in our view of these few thoughts, that it is not just a matter of our support, although that enters into it, but there is far more involved in it.  The Christian circle involves the recognition of the authority of the word of the Lord, and rightly representing Him in administration so that there is a place that will support the testimony.  In closing I would like to refer to a verse that refers to something which should find no place in the Christian circle.  I do not want to say much about it, but to draw attention to the verse in Genesis 37 in relation to Joseph.  Verse 4 says “And his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, and they hated him, and could not greet him with friendliness”.  Dear brethren, that is not an element that should enter the Christian circle and I would trust that none of us would be responsible for introducing it.  

That is all I want to say about that, by way of warning, but I would like to emphasise those other things that are positive and which mark the Christian circle, so that we might have our part in it, know the support of it and know the power of it, in the Lord’s name.
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Scripture references

Matthew 28:1-20 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. [7] And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him. Behold, I have told you. [8] And going out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to bring his disciples word. [9] And as they went to bring his disciples word, behold also, Jesus met them, saying, Hail! And they coming up took him by the feet, and did him homage. [10] Then Jesus says to them, Fear not; go, bring word to my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there they shall see me. [11] And as they went, behold, some of the watch went into the city, and brought word to the chief priests of all that had taken place. [12] And having assembled with the elders, and having taken counsel, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, …

John 20:19-23 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

Acts 4:23-31 (JND) [23] And having been let go, they came to their own [company], and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. [24] And they, having heard [it], lifted up [their] voice with one accord to God, and said, Lord, *thou* art the God who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them; [25] who hast said by the mouth of thy servant David, Why have [the] nations raged haughtily and [the] peoples meditated vain things? [26] The kings of the earth were there, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against his Christ. [27] For in truth against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with [the] nations, and peoples of Israel, have been gathered together in this city [28] to do whatever thy hand and thy counsel had determined before should come to pass. [29] And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings, and give to thy bondmen with all boldness to speak thy word, [30] in that thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and that signs and wonders take place through the name of thy holy servant Jesus. [31] And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness.

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Matthew 1:23 (JND) [23] Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, 'God with us.'

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Psalms 41:5 (JND) [5] Mine enemies wish me evil: When will he die, and his name perish?

Acts 5:29 (JND) [29] But Peter answering, and the apostles, said, God must be obeyed rather than men.

Genesis 37 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 J. Taylor Vol.28 p.292
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