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THE LIVING ONE AND THE HEAVENLY ONE


Revelation 1:17,18;  1 Corinthians 15:46-50

If there is to be any comfort for us, dear brethren, on an occasion such as this, it must surely be as having our hearts directed to our beloved Lord.  I read these two scriptures having in mind to draw attention to the references to Him as “the living one” and as “the heavenly one”.

In this first scripture we have His own words.  I have often thought that there is something particularly sweet and precious, something specially distinctive, about those scriptures where we find the Lord Jesus drawing our attention to Himself.  He says, “I am the first and the last, and the living one”.  John was overwhelmed at this moment.  With this emphatic “I” it is as if the Lord would indicate that the answer to the weakness on our part – and how we feel our utter weakness in the presence of death – is to fix our eye unvaryingly on Himself.  

He refers to Himself as “the first and the last”, an allusion, no doubt, to His deity.  I would suggest that often when the Lord Jesus refers to Himself in this way He particularly has in mind to give assurance to His own.  There are a number of instances, for example in the prophet Isaiah, where He says very distinctly, I am the first and I am the last.  In Revelation chapter 2, in addressing Smyrna, those saints who represent the suffering church, He presents Himself in this way.  No one could come before Him; and when everything is over, when everything is finished, He will be there.  As this very book brings out, He has in Himself the grace and the wisdom and the power to see everything through to glorious completion.  How great He is!  I think in reading such words as these we are to be impressed with the greatness of the Lord’s person and the greatness of His accomplishments.

Then He refers to Himself as “the living one”.  This is one of two references to the Lord Jesus as the living One.  Both of them are after He had died and risen again.  The words which follow in verse 18 indicate what is involved in that.  Firstly, He says, “I became dead”.  What a touching word that is.  As we often remind ourselves, it was His own act.  The One upon whom death had no claim entered into it willingly.  We are to reflect on that: that the Lord Jesus actually died, and He was actually buried; the three days and three nights bringing out how fully He entered into it.  But think of the irresistible power with which He disposed of death by rising from it triumphant.  As we have sung, He is ‘beyond death now’ (Hymn 152).  How blessed for us, even in the presence of death, to be in touch with a living Man who is beyond it for ever!  May the power of that enter into our souls afresh.

Then He utters these words, “I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”.  The Lord Jesus has acquired rights, precious rights.  By going into death and rising from it triumphant the Lord Jesus has acquired authority.  I think that is what this reference to “the keys” implies.  He has acquired authority which none can challenge because no one else could do what He has done.  He has the right to put persons into death, which He has done to our beloved brother.  Let us remember that whatever the circumstances of our brother’s death, the Lord has had to do with him personally.  Our brother has experienced the Lord’s personal touch in that way.  But then too, He has the right to bring our brother out of death.  That is what we are holding on to at this moment.  The Lord has acquired the right to bring our brother out of death; as He will bring out of it all who belong to Him.  What a blessed hope that is!  How precious to think that the Lord Jesus entered into death to win this right.  The Lord went into death Himself to win the right to bring out of it all those who belong to Him.  How He stands apart as the living One!  ‘Chief in thy Father’s heart’, we sang together; may He increasingly be ‘Chief to us now’!

John says, “he laid his right hand upon me”.  Think of what the Lord would impart in that way.  John says that He laid His hand ‘upon me’: it was the Lord’s personal touch.  I suggest that in these verses we are to get an impression of the greatness of the love of Christ, and the greatness of the power of Christ.  I trust we may all have the sense, our dear sister and the family especially, that the love of Christ and the power of Christ are available to us in the way of present support.  Think of having laid upon you the right hand of the mighty conqueror of death Himself!  Then He says, “Fear not”.  Who can say “Fear not” as He?  Who more qualified to say that than the One who has defeated every enemy, the One who has overcome every obstacle, to reach the highest place of glory; and from that unassailable position He says to us, “Fear not”.  He is on our side, dear brethren.  Let us allow that into our souls at this moment, that He is on our side, and His love and power are available for present support.

In the second scripture the Lord Jesus is referred to as “the heavenly one”.  It says, “the first man out of the earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven”.  It does not say the Lord Jesus was ‘from’ heaven, but He was “out of” heaven.  He is in every way heavenly!  We need to understand not simply that Jesus was more pleasing to God, more committed to the will of God, than everyone else, but He is a Man of a different order altogether.  He is the heavenly One.  The first man, as created by God, as fresh from God’s hands, was as perfect as only God could make him, but he was made of dust.  Even if he had never sinned, even if he had for ever remained in innocence, he would never have been a heavenly man.  But think of One who is “out of heaven”; and how that was manifested in the supreme moral excellence that shone out in all His blessed walk and ways.  He stands apart from every other as the heavenly One.  

Then, as a consequence of going into death and rising again, the Lord Jesus has become the glorious Head of a heavenly race.  Paul says, “such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”.  That is what we are, dear brethren.  How we need to be reminded of that constantly, that we belong to a heavenly people.  Our only link to this scene is a body of humiliation.  It is in our bodies that we have borne the image of the one made of dust.  But we are a heavenly people.  We do not belong here.  It was never God’s intention that we should remain here.  We are destined for another world.  In that sense our brother has only gone before us.  Not that he has reached final conditions yet, for it says, “we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one”.  Not only are we going to be glorified, but we are to bear His image!  Each one of us, and all believers together, will bear the image of the heavenly One.  How blessed to think of a world where everything speaks to God of one glorious Man!  That is what we are destined for.  

‘Like Jesus! Grace supreme!

   Like Him before Thy face;

Like Him, to know that glory beam

   Unhindered, face to face!’      (Hymn 72)            

That is what is before us: Christ and the glory!  May it hold our hearts even at a time like this.

 

Richard M Brown

 


Scripture references

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

1 Corinthians 15:46-50 (JND) [46] But that which is spiritual [was] not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual: [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven. [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones]. [49] And as we have borne the image of the [one] made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly [one]. [50] But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility.

1 Corinthians 15:46-50 (JND) [46] But that which is spiritual [was] not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual: [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven. [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones]. [49] And as we have borne the image of the [one] made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly [one]. [50] But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …



STEADFASTNESS


Isaiah 28:16;  Hebrews 12:1,2 (to “faith”); 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 

I have an impression, beloved friends and brethren, that in the presence of death, and despite the great sorrow, the Lord would encourage us to continue in the pathway steadfastly.  Steadfastness was a characteristic of our brother, and many have commented on that to me in these last few weeks.  But this was not in his own strength, he would have been the first to admit that; he remained steadfast in dependence on his Lord and Saviour, and I am sure our brother’s desire would be that our Lord Jesus, that blessed Man, would be the One before us as we are together.

I wondered if these three scriptures would give both comfort and strength to each one of our souls that we may be steadfast in the pathway for the time that remains to us.  In Isaiah we are told what God has done: He has laid “for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation”.  That is a prophetic reference to the Lord Jesus, beloved: He is the sure foundation, He was the foundation for our brother’s soul while he was here, and He is the foundation for many in this room.  I would ask the question, is the Lord Jesus your foundation?  Is He the foundation for your soul salvation?  As our brother has said, in the presence of death we are powerless, but we speak of One who has triumphed over death.  This foundation that has been laid depends on the love of Jesus and that Man can be with you.  Are you resting on the foundation of the precious work and the great love of our Lord Jesus?  It never changes and it can never be taken away; the love of the Lord Jesus for His own is never broken, and our brother is with Him now.  What a wonderful hope we have.  Do you have that hope?  Is He your foundation, and is your soul resting on the precious blood of Jesus, and on His wondrous work at Calvary, and in knowing Him where He now is?   We can put our faith and trust in Him, and as it says in this verse “he that trusteth shall not make haste”; or, as the note says, ‘shall not hasten with fear’.  So despite the power of death, we can be assured there is One who has been through death and come forth from it triumphantly. 

That is why I read the scripture in Hebrews, where the writer is encouraging us to run with endurance the race.  The race is completed for our brother, He is with his Lord and Saviour, but to those of us that remain, I would encourage each one to continue in the race for the time that may be left to us.  We do not run alone, we have One who is before us, it says “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”.  What a Saviour He is, what a Man He is who has gone before, there was none so steadfast as our Lord Jesus.  It says “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51.  Death awaited Him there and He knew that.  Our Lord and Saviour never took a backward step, He personified steadfastness in the perfection of His walk, and thus the writer speaks of Him as a model for us to follow.  May we be encouraged in doing that, as seeing Him before us and conscious that He is no longer in death, as we have sung together in our opening hymn (152).  He has come forth triumphant and we can by faith have a view of Him where He is, that blessed, glorified, risen and exalted Man in the heavens above.  Do we have our eyes on Him?  If we do, we can continue with steadfastness in our souls.  Not only can we see Him by faith, but He companies with us.  Not only can we say we will see Him at the end of the race, but He is with us every step of the way.  May we prove, beloved, that He never leaves us.  Our relations with Him may get cold sometimes but He is always there.  What a mighty Saviour He is!

I read the scripture in Thessalonians because, having spoken of a foundation, and the necessity of having a view of the glorified Man, in this scripture we have the assurance of the hope of His coming.  What rejoicing of heart this scripture gives us.  The apostle desired those to whom he wrote to encourage each other with these words.  The Thessalonians were concerned that those who had died were missing something.  Not so, beloved: it says that those who have fallen asleep – the dead in Christ – will be brought with Him.  What are we waiting for as we walk here?  Dear friends and brethren, what are your eyes fixed on and what is your hope?  Is it in the Man who has conquered death?  Is it in Him who has given His precious life for each one of us?  If your faith and trust are in Him, you have a glorious hope before you.  It is the Lord Himself that is coming, and we shall be changed.  I think that is wondrously touching.  It says: “for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them”.  What a hope that is!  Is your hope in Him?  I trust it is.  Our brother’s hope was in Him, and I believe the things that we have spoken of enabled him to be steadfast in his commitment to his Saviour here.  I would encourage each of us, myself included, to continue in steadfastness in the time we have left to us.  We have a foundation, we have a view above, and we have a sure hope in our glorious, coming, living Lord. 

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

 

Richard Smith

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.



“AS FOR ME”


Job 19:25;  Joshua 24:15 from “but as for me”;  

Psalm 17:15

 

Those in this room know what our brother was and know some of the features about him that have already been drawn attention to.  But what lay behind them, beloved brethren?  What lay behind the kind of man that our brother was?  I would like to suggest it was conviction.

These three men that we read of were convicted.  It is a blessed matter to be convicted.  Are you convicted about your soul salvation?  We are in the presence of death.  This is a time, beloved, to take account before God of where you are.  Death finishes and fixes matters.  There are some who are given the opportunity, the medical authorities may say that you have some time to get your affairs in order.  Beloved, that relates to what is down here.  But are your affairs in order in relation to Christ?

Our beloved brother knew that his Redeemer lives.  And he knew the Lord Jesus Christ, who shed His precious blood in order that my sins and your sins could be washed away for ever before a holy God.  Do you have that conviction that there is a Man who has died for you, who shed His precious blood, who went into death?  As we have been reminded, He is no longer there, He is in glory.  What a matter!  We have had our attention drawn to the glory of that blessed One who has the keys of death and of hades.  Our brother knew that his Redeemer lives.  Think of that.

And then Job says, “and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth”.  Think of what God is going to do.  You wonder at the life of Job in his time, but there it is.  He saw, dear friend, that there was One who was going to redeem him.  In the earlier chapters he was looking for a mediator (see Job 9:33).  That is what we need.  We need the Saviour.  Do you have the confidence and the conviction that you have a personal link with Him?  “The Last, he shall stand upon the earth”.  The same One that our brother drew attention to, the Alpha, the Omega, the first and the last.  There is none like Him, beloved, none like Him.  Job appears to lay emphasis on ‘me’ - ‘And as for me’.  So it is a personal matter.  The Lord would speak to us all personally, particularly at a time like this.

In the scripture in Joshua, this was a difficult time because persons were seeking after other things, seeking after other gods.  But what does Joshua say?  He says, “but as for me”.  Friends, beloved brethren, are we going to be among this number: “as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”?  Not only did our brother love the Lord and know that his Redeemer lives, but he loved the truth.  That was demonstrated as we saw him amongst us.  “… but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”.

We are given these examples in scripture, but the Lord also gives us living examples of persons who set out these features of conviction.  These features are not just to be admired: they are to be taken on by us.  They are to be formed in us, features of Christ.  So Joshua says, “but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”.  In the time that remains to us, dear hearer, will that be your path – to serve Jehovah?  He is a wonderful Master.  He is a wonderful Person to serve.

Then this touch in Psalm 17, of which our brother had the light.  Our brother said in a word recently that the believer need not fear death, death is simply a doorway into the eternal presence of Jesus.  He had that before him.  I think the Lord gave him that impression personally.  And here David says, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness”.  What a time it will be when we see Jesus as He is!  It says, “I shall be satisfied”.  There will be no dissatisfaction in heaven, friend.  Will you be there?  Will you be among the host of the redeemed?  Will you be with Jesus?  For those who belong to Him, He is coming for us.  What a hope we have.  David says, “I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness”.  All those that are asleep through Jesus and those that live who love Jesus and have put their faith and trust in Him are going to be like Him.  We will not have these bodies of humiliation, we will have bodies of glory, in conformity to His body of glory (Phil.3:21).  What a hope we have.  Our brother is already there.  He is awaiting his body of glory but he is with Jesus which is very much better (Phil.1:23).

Dear friend, it is a personal matter.  You need the Saviour.  You cannot do without Him.  Our brother put his faith and trust in Jesus and his eternal salvation was unequivocal.  It was never in doubt.  That is where he is now.  May we be encouraged, but let us each take this to ourselves, and be able to say: ‘but as for me’.  Friend, do you know that your Redeemer lives?  He is available for you.  May you put your faith and trust in Him and may our hearts be comforted in the knowledge that we are going to see Jesus as He is and it will not be long.  

May the Lord bless the word.

Trevor R Campbell

 

Words given at a burial meeting, Strood

15 March 2023

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Job 19:25 (JND) [25] And [as for] me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth;

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

Psalms 17:15 (JND) [15] As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.

Job 9:33 (JND) [33] There is not an umpire between us, who should lay his hand upon us both.

Psalms 17 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of David.} Hear the right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry; give ear unto my prayer, which is not out of feigned lips. [2] Let my judgment come forth from thy presence, let thine eyes regard equity. [3] Thou hast proved my heart, thou hast visited me by night; thou hast tried me, thou hast found nothing: my thought goeth not beyond my word. …

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,



THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GODHEAD


John 16:25-28;  Luke 24:33-36;  Romans 8:22-28

It will have been noticed that, in each of these passages, the Persons of the Godhead are referred to distinctly – "the Father himself", and "he himself” (the Lord), and "the Spirit itself": one in purpose, but each distinct.  These references come in in relation to what They are to the saints.  That should affect us, dear brethren, to think of the Godhead, the whole Godhead, and we speak with deepest reverence, the whole Godhead personally being involved in our welfare.  God has many agencies at His disposal to carry out His will.  He has legions of angels, the Lord had His disciples, He had His apostles, God has had His prophets since time began.  We know a few of them, but how many agencies God has at His disposal, to effect His will.  But there are things that are not left to any agency, but which God Himself personally deals with and I have been very struck with this verse in John.  

The Lord was about to suffer and to die and He speaks to His own about the Father.  In the next chapter He speaks to the Father about His own.  The next chapter is remarkable for the extent to which the saints feature in communications between divine Persons; we are to take comfort from that.  We are to draw from that, dear brethren.  How precious to God are those that have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  The Godhead is particularly interested in such, so that the conversation between the Son and the Father in John 17 relates largely to Christ’s own.  But in chapter 16 He is speaking, not to the Father but to His own, and preparing them for His departure.  He says “I came out from God.  I came out from the Father and have come into the world; again, I leave the world and go to the Father”.

It struck me on Lord’s day how solemn it is to be in the scene that Christ has left.  We often speak of Him as being cast out, “cast away indeed as worthless by men” (1 Pet.2:4), cast out by man.  There is that side of it, the public rejection of Christ, and that rejection is now felt by the saints in His absence.  But there is more than that.  The testimony having been rendered, God having been declared and glorified, Christ’s work here was completed and He has left the world.  He has left it and we are in that scene, and the question therefore is as to how we are going to get through in the scene that Christ has left.  He spoke to His disciples about the Father; He spoke to the woman in John 4 about the Father seeking worshippers.  He spoke constantly about the Father in order that they might come to love Him and to trust Him and depend upon Him, and in that context, you get this touching reference that “the Father himself has affection for you”.  I think that is immense, dear brethren, to think that we should be the objects of the Father’s affection, and that on account of having affection for Christ.  I just draw attention to that.  The Father is supreme in the economy of love, “one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all”, Eph.4:6.  Such a One has affection for those who have had affection for Christ.  How blessed to be the objects of the Father’s affection, to be conscious of it.  How blessed to be delivered from fear and anxiety and the seeking of support elsewhere, because we have such a One who is “able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think” (Eph.3:20), and is able to “supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”, Phil.4:19.

When we come to the Lord, there are many references that are specific to Him.  He “made by himself the purification of sins”, Heb.1:3.  He did that work by Himself because there was none other great enough to do it, and Peter says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  I think the apostles had a great sense of that.  What a work it was, because of the One who did it.  But I draw attention to this section, because it was in the context of some unbelief.  Two had gone away, then He had made Himself known to them.  They had returned and they found a company “saying”; a remarkable thing – “they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, saying”.  They were all saying the same thing, they were professing the same thing, that “The Lord is indeed risen” and yet, when He Himself stood in their midst, it says that they were “confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit”.  It is one thing to profess it but it is another thing to be in the gain of it.  The two who were going to Emmaüs had had an experience with the Lord and they came back and found the company saying these things, and they came into that company as contributors; they had something to contribute to that company.  They had had to do with the Lord on the way and “they related what had happened on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread”.  What a contribution to bring into that company!  You say, well, they were marked by unbelief in going away, but the Lord had served them in grace, and now they are coming back into the company with a substantial contribution to it, and it is as that was being said that “he himself stood in their midst”.

It raises the question with us all as to whether we discern that.  We speak of the Lord coming in, particularly when we talk of the Lord’s supper.  Is that just something that we know as a matter of teaching, or is it something that we can discern?  It says, “he himself”; one would desire for oneself to be increased in the faith of it, because I think that it is very regulating.  You see, if we sit in a company in which the Lord Himself is present, what an effect that, as discerned, should have on every person present.  They were “confounded” and “frightened” and so there was a disturbed state of things here, which is what we may often find.  The enemy creates conditions that cause disturbance and distraction, but the Lord serves in His grace so that their hearts are still and He is able to open things up to them before He departs, and finally He departs in the spirit of blessing.  But the great point in the chapter is that it was “himself”.  One who had been publicly seen to be crucified and buried was in the midst of His own.  What joy for His own heart.  He anticipated it, “in the midst of the assembly” (Heb.2:12), and as He comes among His own, He must be predominant; indeed, I am sure we would all agree that in every gathering this blessed One should be pre-eminent.  It was not an apparition, it was not imagination, it was not a spirit, it was the Lord Jesus Himself and He “stood in their midst”, He stationed Himself among them “and says to them, Peace be unto you”.  They were going to be left in a scene of sorrow, as we are, but they were not going to be left without power coming from on high, and the headship of Christ, and also the indwelling Spirit, which we get in Romans 8.

The apostle speaks of the general conditions of the whole creation, “the whole creation groans” and there may be times when we groan, we may feel the pressure of things but we are part of a groaning creation, a whole creation affected by the incoming of sin.  Think of the groan that goes up to God from the creation.  Man’s inhumanity to man, violence, warfare, ever more evil weapons devised to destroy and to maim and to kill – what does God think about that?  What pressure is exerted, not only upon man but upon the lower creation too, unable to articulate its feelings but nevertheless a groan going up.  God is a faithful Creator and He cares for all His creatures, life in all its manifestations, and so the apostle says “we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit”.  You might say, we have been very blessed with that, but we are still part of a groaning creation, and he says that “we also ourselves groan”.  There was reference last night to prayer, and even inarticulate prayer.  A groan is that, a groan is really an inarticulate prayer, where feelings are so deep and so great that they cannot be put into words and the suffering, the agony of the feelings is expressed in that way.  God hears it and He hears it as a prayer; it comes up into His ears.

It is a remarkable thing to look through the Scriptures and see what God hears.  He says right at the beginning to the first murderer, “thy brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground”, Gen.4:10.  Think of God hearing that.  It cried out: the monstrous character of what had been done cried out for righteous vengeance.  God heard that cry.  But the blood of Jesus speaks “better than Abel”, Heb.12:24.  It does not call for vengeance.  The shedding of Christ’s precious blood has resulted in the blessing of myriads.  But God hears these things, and the apostle says, “even we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves”.  It might not be out loud, others may not know it - although there are sorrows and burdens that are carried and that can be seen, and I am sure we desire to enter sympathetically, as far as we can, into the suffering of others – but there is what is not seen, groaning “in ourselves”.  Nevertheless, God is taking account of it, and in the pressure the apostle says, “we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting”.  “As is fitting”: I am sure we would all desire to present a prayer to God that is fitting, that is suitable.  In the pressure of it, there are our own feelings mixed up in it and what we would like in the way of relief, perhaps.  How can I pray in such conditions so as to be fitting?  And in that context it says, “the Spirit itself”, that distinct Person of the Godhead, equal in Godhead glory with both the Father and the Son, “makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered”.  It is an extraordinary expression; to think of the Spirit of God entering, in a sympathy greater than that of any of us, into the sufferings of the testimony.  The Spirit and the bride at the end of the Bible say, “Come” (Rev.22:17); the Spirit is longing for the return of Christ and the completion of His work here, as the saints are too, and our Lord Jesus is waiting the Father’s word, but meanwhile the Spirit has taken up His abode in us and He makes intercession for us in the midst of suffering, “with groanings which cannot be uttered”, and “he intercedes for saints according to God”.

I just bring these simple thoughts before us, dear brethren, for our comfort and encouragement, that no less than each of the three Persons of the Godhead is active in relation to those that belong to God.  The Father Himself has affection for us.  He is the One from whom everything originates and emanates.  He controls the scenes behind which He is.  And the Lord Himself would make Himself known to us in increasing reality, particularly, I think, as the dispensation draws to a close.  And while we wait for its close, we have in us One who sympathises with believers as they feel all that is brought against God’s testimony here, and is interceding that we might be maintained in the power and grace of it until the Lord comes.

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Given in a meeting for ministry, Maidstone 

17 January 2023

 

Roland H Brown

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

John 16:25-28 (JND) [25] These things I have spoken to you in allegories; the hour is coming that I will no longer speak to you in allegories, but will declare to you openly concerning the Father. [26] In that day ye shall ask in my name; and I say not to you that I will demand of the Father for you, [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God. [28] I came out from the Father and have come into the world; again, I leave the world and go to the Father.

John 16:25-28 (JND) [25] These things I have spoken to you in allegories; the hour is coming that I will no longer speak to you in allegories, but will declare to you openly concerning the Father. [26] In that day ye shall ask in my name; and I say not to you that I will demand of the Father for you, [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God. [28] I came out from the Father and have come into the world; again, I leave the world and go to the Father.

Luke 24:33-36 (JND) [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you.

Luke 24:33-36 (JND) [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you.

Romans 8:22-28 (JND) [22] For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now. [23] And not only [that], but even *we* ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, we also ourselves groan in ourselves, awaiting adoption, [that is] the redemption of our body. [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience. [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God. [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 Peter 2:4 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Ephesians 4:6 (JND) [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all.

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

Philippians 4:19 (JND) [19] But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Genesis 4:10 (JND) [10] And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood is crying to me from the ground.

Hebrews 12:24 (JND) [24] and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to [the] blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



“THERE SHALT THOU STAND ON THE ROCK”


Exodus 33:21; Isaiah 22:23,24

There is a certain fragility and trepidation, a timidity about humanity today.  Political regimes totter and economic structures crash.  Horrific crimes are committed.  Men seek a remedy, they seek some sense of stability, and God has an answer to it: the Rock of Ages: 

‘On Christ, the solid Rock I stand;

All other ground is sinking sand,’1

 

And:

‘Jesus, my heart’s dear Refuge, 

Jesus has died for me; 

Firm on the Rock of Ages

Ever my trust shall be.’2  

 

How very wonderful, that there is a place for you beside Jesus today.  God, in His grace, is extending that offer to every man and woman, boy and girl, in this room and indeed in this world, for the grace of God carries with it salvation for all men (Titus 2:11), without exception.  He said, “Behold, there is a place by me: there shalt thou stand on the rock”.  

In John 19, it says that there were two malefactors beside the Lord Jesus when He was crucified, “one on this side, and one on that, and Jesus in the middle” (v.18).  They both had the opportunity to take their place eternally beside the Lord Jesus.  One did not do so, indeed he insulted the Lord Jesus.  Perhaps that malefactor was a Jew.  Scripture speaks of Jeshurun, the upright people, and it says “Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked”, Deut.32:15.  You might say he rebelled against the Jewish law and all its requirements, in which he had no doubt been instructed in his early years.  He “kicked … And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation”.  Maybe he was rebellious and disobedient like you and me.  Even in his position of utter hopelessness, he despised the opportunity to secure his eternal blessing with the Saviour of sinners.  

But the other, recognising his awful plight, and the excellence of the One who was before him, the only Man who had done nothing amiss, says “Remember me, Lord”, Luke 23:42.  Was he rejected in his hour of greatest need?  Ah no!  “To-day”, was the reply, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (v.43).  He had found a place beside Jesus and he was standing firm upon the Rock.  There was a place for him beside Jesus, not only for these excruciating hours of his sufferings on the cross, but for all eternity.  That conversation would be heard in heaven.   God Himself would hear these words: “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  And what did God do?  He laid that malefactor’s sins upon the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  And what did the Lord Jesus do?  He bore these sins in His body on the tree.  He will do the same for you, friend.  He has done it for me.  He bore my sins, every one of them.  “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all” (Isa.53:6): wonderful Saviour that He is.  

The scripture says “Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb; and thou shalt strike the rock”, Exod. 17:6.  God smote Jesus at Calvary and He was witness of His sufferings:

‘Stricken, smitten and afflicted’ (Hymn 378)

God’s beloved Son bore that dreadful, excruciating stroke from God Himself.  The sword of divine judgment fell upon Him, “he was wounded for our transgressions…bruised for our iniquities”, Isa.53:5.  Divine wounds these were!  He bore them as no other man ever could.  He endured too the hatred and insults of men.  What grace that was!  As the jeers and taunts fell on His ears, He “made intercession for the transgressors”, Isa.53.12.  From these precious lips as He suffered, there flowed the words “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  He made intercession for that malefactor at Calvary in his extremity, and the consequence is that he will be for ever with Christ.  The other malefactor, well, what can be said of his fate?  A Christless eternity, perhaps.  Why?  Because he rejected the opportunity to stand upon the Rock: he “lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation”, Deut.32:15.  

       That Rock is referred to in Isaiah 26:4 as “the rock of ages”.  Hymn 396 says the rock was ‘cleft for me’.  Christ bore the awful judgment of God against sin and He exhausted that judgment.  But then too, His soul was made “an offering for sin”, Isa.53:10.  Our souls bow in wonderment and adoration that the soul of Jesus should be made an offering for sin.  Nothing less would suffice for our eternal salvation to be secured.  The redemption of their soul indeed is costly (Psalm 49:8).  

In these three hours of forsaking, atonement for our sins was made eternally by the Lord Jesus Christ as He bore the wrath of God, which should have fallen on you and me.  The fruit of generations and centuries of sin was all dealt with during these three hours at Calvary.  What unmitigated sufferings Jesus bore!  He could cry “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Mark 15:34.  God had to forsake the One whom He loved on our account: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3:16.  And He gave up that One, so precious to Him, because there could be no other remedy.  He alone could bear the guilt and the judgment of your sins and mine, in order that we could come into eternal blessing.  

The words, “Behold, there is a place by me: there shalt thou stand on the rock” ring out tonight as clearly as they did when they were first uttered.  That rock can never be eroded.  There was a man in Matthew’s gospel (7:26,27) who built his house upon the sand.  Men build these structures that seem so attractive and so sturdy.  Then a crisis comes along and down they tumble.  That man built his house upon the sand, and “the rain came down, and the streams came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and it fell, and its fall was great”.  That is the sad outcome of the aspirations of this poor world.  

In contrast, what God sets up is permanent: “there shalt thou stand on the rock”.  What a wonderful assurance that gives, an anchor for the soul that is both secure and firm (Heb.6:19).  If you have your foundation on this Rock, you have the full assurance of an eternity of bliss into which death, sorrow and disease can never enter; all is secure in the work of Jesus at Calvary.  How God feels the effects of sin on His creature.  Man had been created in His image, but had fallen, taken in by the subtle wiles of the serpent, and down through the generations following, man after man, guilty sinners all, increased the weight of sins for which Jesus bore the penalty at Calvary, and Jesus bore them one by one.  Think of the burden on the soul of the blessed Saviour, as God laid on Him the “the iniquity of us all”- the sins of every repenting sinner.  

It defies human comprehension, that there was a Man so glorious, so perfect, a divine Person of course, yet as Man capable of bearing our sins in His body.  How Jesus felt that at Calvary, during these three hours of forsaking.  But then that triumphant cry: “It is finished”, John 19:30.  Everything was done and fully accomplished as God would have it done.  Then He delivers up His spirit to His Father.  He laid down His life.  There follows one further demonstration of surpassing grace.  A soldier pierced His side.  What next?  If the side of a dead person was pierced, no blood would flow, but from the side of the blessed Redeemer “there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  Blood for our eternal redemption, every sin washed away, by which He Himself has gone in to these heavenly places above; and blood which entitles you and me to enter the realms of glory, on the same basis as He has entered.  Can you say it, young person, or older person too, that the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed you from every sin, and that you stand as justified before a righteous, sin-hating God, without anyone able to point a finger at you?  Because the blood of Jesus is sufficient to cleanse you, and to justify you: “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”, Rom.3:24.  How wonderful the work is, how very accessible it is: the Rock is available for you today. 

Flee to the Rock of Ages today!  The opportunity exists, but it will not always be available because the day is coming when the glad tidings will cease to be preached.   All will be finished then, the dispensation of grace will be rolled up and judgment unequalled in this world’s history will be pronounced on this poor, benighted scene.  But the glory of the present day is that the radiancy of the glad tidings is shining for you and for me.  How brilliantly and gloriously the gospel enlightens the sin-darkened soul and raises us up in the enjoyment of a life which can never be equalled.  It is wonderful that the precious blood of Jesus has been shed - “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences” (Eph.1:7) - but in addition to that, we are assured that as believers we are justified, because of the One “who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Rom.4:25.  He was “in the heart of the earth three days and three nights”, Matt.12:40.  He could not have gone down deeper, He went to the lowest point, “the heart of the earth”, you could not go further than that.  And Jesus, the precious Saviour, the Lord of life and glory, the Originator of life, was three days and three nights in that deepest point.  Then He was raised by the glory of the Father (Rom. 6:4), and after forty days taken up into heaven, a glorious Man.  Scripture speaks about Him being “carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51); it was heaven’s delight to receive such a blessed Person.  

A further great blessing of the gospel is that you, being formerly so far from God, are reconciled to Him by the work of Jesus.  The scripture says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  Think of it, that we guilty sinners might become God’s righteousness in Christ Himself - so glorious, extensive, and all-sufficient is His work.  And it is available for you tonight: “There is a place by me”.  The word sounds out, there is a place for you and a place for me: “thou shalt stand on the rock”.  Your eternal salvation is affirmed and assured: nothing can alter that.  

Then too, the Holy Spirit is given to invigorate you and to give you a power able to withstand the wiles and attacks of the enemy of your soul.  Moses struck the rock, and water came out: that refers in type to the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is wonderful to think of the Holy Spirit coming on the basis of the sufferings of Jesus.  God stood upon the rock, He witnessed the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit has come to be with believers.

The Lord Jesus continues to be with us, He is “the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land”, Isa.32:2.  Are you aiming for satisfaction?  Do you need some object for your desires and aspirations, your hopes?  Come under the benign shadow of the Lord Jesus!  We had that reference this morning, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste”, Song of Songs 2:3.  How sweet companionship with Jesus is, His grace coming into your heart, His love flooding your affections; and He is “the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.”  

There is a wonderful scripture too in 1 Corinthians 10:4, the “rock which followed them: now the rock was the Christ”.  What a touch of grace that is.  In Israel’s journey, there were the stragglers, but the “rock which followed them” brought up the rear guard, you might say.  If you are in despair, look behind you and there is a Rock that is following you, you have recourse to the all-sufficient Jesus.  Yesterday, today, eternally the Same!  He is a wonderful Saviour, the Rock of our salvation.  The invitation is there, “there is a place by me: there shalt thou stand on the rock”.  If you take that place on the rock, you will never regret it.  May it be the portion of every one today, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Exodus 33:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah said, Behold, [there is] a place by me: there shalt thou stand on the rock.

Isaiah 22:23-24 (JND) [23] And I will fasten him [as] a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a throne of glory to his father's house: [24] and they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all the small vessels, as well the vessels of cups as all the vessels of flagons.

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

Deuteronomy 32:15 (JND) [15] Then Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked Thou art waxen fat, Thou art grown thick, And thou art covered with fatness; He gave up God who made him, And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

Luke 23:42 (JND) [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Exodus 17:6 (JND) [6] Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb; and thou shalt strike the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel.

Isaiah 53:5 (JND) [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.

Isaiah 53:12 (JND) [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Deuteronomy 32:15 (JND) [15] Then Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked Thou art waxen fat, Thou art grown thick, And thou art covered with fatness; He gave up God who made him, And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

Isaiah 26:4 (JND) [4] Confide ye in Jehovah for ever; for in Jah, Jehovah, is the rock of ages.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Psalms 49:8 (JND) [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Hebrews 6:19 (JND) [19] which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil,

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Romans 3:24 (JND) [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus;

Romans 3:24 (JND) [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus;

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Luke 24:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass as he was blessing them, he was separated from them and was carried up into heaven.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Isaiah 32:2 (JND) [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Song of Solomon 2:3 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste.

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)
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